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Unprovoked Iranian Attack at Pak-Iran Border Raises

QUETTA: Panic and
fear have gripped the rugged
mountains at the Pak-Iran bor-
der in the aftermath of an Ira-
nian missile attack that tar-
geted a village approximately
40 kilometers from the border
in the Panjgur district of
Balochistan province in Paki-
stan.

According to a senior po-
lice official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity due to
lack of authorization, Iranian
forces fired missiles at a house
in Sabz Koh village, claiming
to have targeted a militant
camp operated by the Sunni
militant group Jaish ul Adl.
However,

Pakistani authorities have
refuted these claims, asserting
that militants do not keep
women and children in their
camps.

Militants Do Not Keep
‘Women, Children In
Camp: Officials

The consequences of the
attack were tragic, as rockets
landed at a residential house,
resulting in the death of two
children and injuring four oth-
ers, including a woman. Saeed
Ahmed Umrani, the Commis-
sioner Mekran Division, em-
phasized the contradiction in

Iranian claims, stating that
women and children cannot be
housed in a militant camp.

Residents of the area,
which is known for its dual-
nationality population moving
between

Iran and Pakistan, ex-

Concerns and Sparks Tensions

pressed concerns about the in-
discriminate attack. Most of
the people in the region have
ties to both countries, and they
frequently use less-traveled
routes for rounne movement.
social

the site of the attack, with thick
black smoke rising, though the
authenticity of the footage is
yet to be verified.

Iranians Fired Rock-

ets In The Past

Video
media deplct locals rushing to

This incident is not the first

time Iran has breached Paki-
stani territory, with Iranian
border guards firing rockets in
Balochistan province over the
last two decades.

The relationship between
the two nations has been
strained by from

Pakistani authorities that Iran
harbors Baloch separatist
groups responsible for attacks
in Gwadar and Mekran
Balochistan.

Despite joint efforts
through a border commission
aimed at addressing concerns
related to the 900-kilometer-
long border, the Iranian strike
occurred just a day after se-
nior officials from both nations
met to discuss issues of terror-
ism, trade, and bilateral rela-
tions.

A senior Pakistani secu-
rity officer, part of the joint
border meeting, expressed dis-
appointment, stating that the
sudden Iranian attack over-
shadowed the positive out-
comes of the meeting.

Iran Attack In Viola-
tion Of Established
Diplomatic Channels

As tensions rise following
this unprovoked incident, ques-
tions loom about the future of
Pak-Iran relations and the im-
pact on the security and stabil-
ity of the border region.

The international commu-
nity is closely monitoring de-
velopments, and concerns are
being raised over Iran’s ac-
tions in violation of the estab-
lished channels.

Explosion at Zarghoon Road in Quetta Leaves 9 In-

jured, Including 4 Children

QUETTA: In a shocking
incident today, an explosion
occurred in a garbage heap
under a bridge on Zarghoon
Road Quetta, leaving nine
people injured, including four
children. The incident took
place as the children were
picking up garbage near the
bridge. A traffic police officer
stationed in the vicinity also
sustained injuries in the blast.
Commissioner Quetta Division,
Hamza Shafqaat was quick at
the spot of the blast. He re-
viewed security arrangements
in the aftermath of the explo-
sion in the area.

Law Enforcers
Reached The Spot

Upon receiving the distress
call, law enforcement and res-
cue teams rushed to the scene.
The injured were promptly
transferred to the hospital for
immediate medical assistance.
According to Dr. Arbab
Kamran, the Trauma Center
MD, a total of nine individuals
affected by the explosion were

Manan Mandokhail

brought to the trauma center.

Out of the four children

involved, two are reported to

bein critical condition, raising
concerns about the severity of
their injuries. The remaining
victims are undergoing medi-

cal assessment and treatment.
Explosion Caused
ByAn IED

Initial investigations by the
Quetta Police suggest that the
explosion was caused by an
improvised explosive device
(IED).
The authorities are actively
conductinga thorough inquiry
to ascertain

the details surrounding the
incident and identify those re-
sponsible.

SSP Operations, who is
overseeing the investigation,
emphasized the potential dan-
ger of such incidents occurring
in densely populated areas and
urged the public to remain vigi-
lant.

Security measures have
been heightened in the after-
math of the incident to ensure
the safety of the community.

Balochistan Govt Announces Compen-
sation For Victims Of Iranian AttackS

QUETTA: In a decisive
move, the Balochistan govern-
ment has declared the provi-
sion of compensation to the
families of women who tragi-
cally lost their lives due to the
Iranian incursion in Panjgur, as
well as for the injured girls. Ali
Mardan Khan Domki, the
caretaker Chief Minister
Balochistan, has swiftly issued
orders to ensure compensation
reaches the next of kin of the
two women who lost their lives
in the Panjgur incident.

Not only limited to fatali-
ties, but the compensation ini-
tiative also extends its support
to the injured girls, as con-
firmed by the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Panjgur. Immediate
measures have been set in
motion, with orders issued to
expedite the necessary actions
for the prompt disbursement of
compensalion to the affected
women’s heirs and the injured
girls. This empathetic response
underscores the Balochi

Staff Reporter:

govemment s commltment to Iranian incursion, pmvldmg so- rectly affected by the unfortu-

hofthe lace and support to those di- nate events in Panjgur.”

Pakistan to recall ambassador
from Iran following ‘unpro-

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign

Office (FO) on Wednesday said
Pakistan has decided to recall its
ambassador from Iran and sus-
pend all high-level visits ongoing
orplanned between the two coun-
tries following the “unprovoked
violation of its airspace” by
Tehran.
Iran, on the other hand,
claimed that it targeted an “Ira-
nian terrorist group” and “none
of the nationals of the friendly
and brotherly country of Pakistan
were targeted by Iranian missiles
and drones”. The development
came after the FO, in a statement
released late on Tuesday night,
denounced the strikes in Pakistani
territory that resulted in “deaths
of two mnocent children while in-
juring of three girls”. Ittermed the
incident a “violation of Pakistan’s
sovereignty”. While the FO did
not mention the location of the
incident, Iranian state media said
the attack took place in the bor-
der town of Panjgur in
Balochistan. Iran’s state-run Nour
News agency said the attack de-
stroyed the Pakistan headquarters
of the Jaish al-Adl. Iran’s semi-
official Tasnim news agency said
the “focal point of this operation
was the region known as Kouh-
Sabz (green mountain)” in
Balochistan, “Two key strong-
holds of the Jaysh al-Dhulm (Jaish
al-Adl) terrorist group in Paki-
stan” were “specifically targeted
and successfully demolished by
a combination of missile and
drone attacks™, the Tasnim news
agency said. Local authorities said
they had also received informa-
tion about such an attack but had
no further details. Reports from
the area suggested that a missile
hita mosque, partially damaging
itand injuring some people.

According to AFP, hours be-
fore the attack, caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar had
met Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian on the
sidelines of the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

In a press bricfing in

voked violation’ of airspace

Islamabad today, FO spokesper-
son Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said
last night’s “unprovokedand bla-
tant breach of Pakistan’s sover-
eignty by Iran” was a violation of
intemational law and the purposes
and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations.

“This illegal act is completely
unacceptable and has no justifi-
cation whatsoever,” she asserted.

“Pakistan reserves the right
to respond to this illegal act and
the responsibility for the conse-
quences will lie squarely with
Iran,” Baloch said, adding that
Islamabad had conveyed the mes-
sage| to the Iranian government.

“We have also informed them
that Pakistan has decided to re-
call its ambassador from Iran and
that the Iranian ambassador to
Pakistan, who is currently visit-
ing Iran, may not return for the
time bcmg she said.

Baloch added that Islamabad
had decided to suspend all high-
level visits which were ongoing
orwere planned between Pakistan
and Iran in the coming days.

Iran claims targeted
‘terrorist group in
Pakistan’

Meanwhile, Tehran’s top dip-
lomat has alleged that his
country’s armed forces largclcd
an “Iranian terrorist group” in Pa-
Kistan later Tuesday night.

n Pakistan, none of the
nauonals of the fnendly and
brotherly country of Pakistan
were targeted by Iranian missiles
and drones,” Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said
on the sidelines of the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos, Switzer-
land. “The so-called Jaish Al Adl
group, which is an Iranian terror-
ist group, was targeted,” he
added. Amir-Abdollahian said
Iran’s attack on “Pakistan’s soil”
was aresponse to the Jaish Al AdI
group’s recent deadly attacks,
particularly on the city of Rask in
the southeastern province of
Sistan-Baluchistan. News Desk




EDITORIAL
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Gas Injustice Chronicles: Sui South-
ern Gas Company Under Scrutiny

Editorial:

As the Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) awaits an impending judgment, it
finds itself entangled in allegations that go beyond mere billing discrepancies.
Increasing gas meter tampering exposes a systemic problem within the com-
pany in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan, prompting this editorial to
underscore the urgent need for the SSGC to address these issues, especially in
light of allegations linking some officials to major gas thieves.

A court order issued a few months ago brought to light the alarming rate
of gas meter tampering, resulting in significant financial losses for the SSGC.
These losses, coupled with allegations of illicit connections between certain
officials and major gas thieves, unfairly burden the economically vulnerable.
Unannounced load shedding has become an unfortunate norm, exacerbating
the challenges faced by consumers already grappling with inadequate gas
pressure and exorbitant bills.

SSGCMust Acknowledge The Gravity Of The Situation

The SSGC must acknowledge the gravity of the situation and take immedi-
ate steps to rectify its practices. The alleged ties between the company and
those involved in gas theft not only raise ethical concerns but also perpetuate
a vicious cycle of inequality. These connections, whether direct or indirect,
erode public trust and undermine the integrity of the entire energy sector.

‘The impending _]udgmeul ‘marks a pivotal moment for the SSGC, going
beyond financial implications for the company. This case will set a precedent
for accountability within the energy sector, emphasizing the need for the SSGC
to prioritize the welfare of its consumers and work towards restoring public
trust in its operations.

Recent Protests In Quetta Underscores Urgency Of Situation

Recent protests in Quetta against overbilling and gas load shedding un-
derscore the urgency of the situation. Allegations of disproportionate billing,
variations in charges between regions, and inflated bills in Balochistan de-
mand a thorough and transparent investigation. The company must demon-
strate a to fair and billing for all regardless
of their geographical location. Failure to address thesc issues not only harms
the company’s reputation but deepens the existing trust deficit between the
SSGC and its consumers.

Company Must Take Steps To Ensure Justice For Consumers

In conclusion, the Sui Southern Gas Company cannot afford to delay
corrective measures any longer. The pursuit of gas justice necessitates imme-
diate action, rectification of billing practices, and a commitment to transpar-
ency. Addressing these issues head-on is the only way for the SSGC to rebuild
public trust and fulfill its responsibility to provide a reliable and equitable gas
supply to all consumers. The company mustact swiftly to prevent further harm
to its reputation and, more importantly, to ensure justice for its consumers.

The curse of being busy

By Rafia Zakaria:

THERE used to be a

time when the ultimate
symbol of a good life
was being able to have
ple ommc for leisure
s. One can still
read abouttn terature.

The Victorians, for
instance, rich thanks to
the wealth looted from
India and other colo-
nies, flaunted their lei-
sure time. They took
grand tours on the Con-
tinent — which was es-
sentially slow travel and
spending months in a
single city or country.
They also collected cu-
rios that they displayed
all over their living
rooms, where they
hosted everything from
afternoon teas toa game
of charades.

The enjoyment of
such leisure was not just
the forte of the British.
Before their time in In-
dia, the pursuits of
Mughal royalty were
wcll known. In fact, art,
and literature
l'louml\ed because there
was a leisure class that
was available to con-
sume and enjoy them.
Many a Mughal minia-
ture shows ladies in re-
pose, lounging ona dais.

The men of Mughal
royalty got around to
doing abit more. For in-
stance, many hunting
scenes have been de-
picted. It might, however,
not be very casy o find
itions of the hunt-

Lenin’s legacy

AN. ‘euing trintych Even some of justabout wellenough to
intriguing triptych | enin’s closest com- speak at the fourth con-
included in Iqbal’s sec- rades were taken aback gress of the Communist
ond volume of verse, by his enthusiasm for a International in Novem-
Baal-i-Jibreel, envisages ~takeover, but the pros- ber 1922, in what turned
Vladimir Lenin in the pect of ‘all powerto the out to be his last public
presence of God, ex- soviets’ — the elected ~speech, acknowledging
plaining why the state of - bodies of workers’, sol-  that “we have done, and
the world prompted his diers’ and eventually willstill do, a host of fool-
disbeliefand wondering peasants’ representa- ish things”

when divine intervention  tives that shared power Heknew by then that
would rectify global ills. with the post-tsarist his days were numbered,
In rhythmic verse, the government — and the but from his sick bed later
angels sent to investi- promise of land, bread that year he still sought
gate report back, cor- and peace — resonated to alter the revolution’s
roborating the Russian with the proletariat of trajectory with a series of
revolutionary’s narra- Petrograd (as St Peters- dictated notes that fo-

b

tive. urg had been renamed  cused on reorganising

In the last and best tobanish theGermanin- both the Communist
known of the three po- fluence). Party and the economy,
ems, the angels are com- The takeover was banishing the tsarist bu-

manded to instigate the eventually almost pain- reaucracy that had sur-
overthrow of the exist- less, but the survival of vived the revolution, and
ingorder, kickingoffwith ~ the new regime was un- ~ sidelining Joseph Stalin,
a verse that echoes The  likely. The tsarist White who had acquired too
Internationale — in Vic-  Army, assisted by Ameri- much power within the
torKiernan’s translation, ~ can, French and British party and could not be
“Rise, and from their forces (among others), trusted to use it wisely.
slumber wake the poor joined hands to bury the  He obviously could not
ones of myworld!/Shake  Bolsheviks. But a late have known at that stage
the walls and windows recruit to the Bolshevist that Stalin’s absolute
of the mansions of the cause, Leon Trotsky, power would lead in the
great. turned out to be a formi-  1930s to the execution of
That's a reflection dable commander de- Lenin’s closest com-
oftheextent towhich the  spite his military inexpe-  rades.
Russian upheavals of rience and, afier much The  common
1917 affected the rest of death and destruction misperception shared by
the world, not least the on both sides, the na- both friends and foes of
vast expanse of the scent Red Army ulti- the transformative Bol-
colonised Global South.  mately triumphed. shevik endeavour is that
The direction Russia The Russia that Stalinism flowed
took towards the end of emerged from this mael- seamlessly out of
World War I inspired strom was a farcry from  Leninism. There can be
shock and awe. The what Lenin had envis- little doubt, though, that
overthrow of the tsar aged, and he set about the Soviet Union would

and the prospect of re- trying to rectify its way- have emerged rather
placing absolutism with ward course. different entity if Lenin
bourgeois democracy And he made no had survived for another

was dramatic enough, secretof it. Laid low by decade, or been suc-
butby the time Leninre-  an assassination at- ceeded by a collective
turned in April from his tempt in 1918 and sub- leadership. Lenin was
exile in Switzerland, he sequently stricken by adamant that accession
realised the meagre gains ~ strokes that led to bouts  to the USSR must be vol-
were unsustainable. of paralysis, Lenin was untary.

ing Mughls as acade-
icians.

There was hardly
any multitasking for the
leisure classes of yore.
There were many times
that people did nothing
at all; when they did do
something it would ap-
pear as if that was the
only thing they did.

This idea is going o
be anathema to the next
generation; indeed, it
probably already is for
members of Gen Z and
the succeeding Gen Al-
pha. Turn to any social
media platform, and you
will be confronted with
people  who are
“multitasking’.

Many women show-
case their skincare rou-
tines but it is never just
that; they are also pro-
viding life updates, sip-
ping on protein shakes
and answering texts on
their phone.
Multitasking is just
about everywhere. And
the more ‘everywhere it
is, the more the rest of
us are expected to par-
take of it.Inextricably
linked to the
multitasking epidemic is
the more noxious cult of
“busyness’. Nobody
shows off like thc
Mughals or the Victori-
ans anymore by commis-
sioning paintings that
depict them as relaxing
and doing nothing other
than having fun.

Quite the opposite.
In the modern era, the

order of the day is to be
seen as constantly, end-
lessly “busy’. It does not
‘matter which big city in
the world you may find
yourself in; you will run
into the same conversa-
tion —people complain-
ing about how busy
they are, how they have
no time for this or that or
themselves.

Such is the cult of
busyness that it has
genérated other trends.
‘Among the more perva-
sive inclinations, is to
portray the business of
taking care of oneself.
Indeed, the novel con-
ceptof self-care” isall the
rage.

Taking a nap is self-
care, washing your face
is self-care, not answer-
ing texts for a few hours
is self-care. Self-care ex-
ists and has to be de-
fended, lest others think
you’re not busy enough
and pile more things on
you, or worse still, think
You'rea nobody and are,
in fact, a loser with noth-
ing to do.

None of this is good
for us as human beings
In fact, the focus on self-
care can be regarded as
adesperate measure in a
world in which the indi-
vidual is overwhelmed
with the demands of ap-
pearing busy to others.

The worst offend-
ers of the cult of busy-
ness are those who are
actually not busy. These
may include, for in-

stance, women of lei-
sure, for whom cultivat-
ing an illusion of busy-
ness is a social media
badge of honour.

It follows that these
people, and others like
them, are invested in fur-
thcrpopulansmg busy-
nes

When novels de-
picting our times are writ-
ten, they will be full of
this sort of self-projec-
tion; ie, people busy be-
ing too busy. In the
meantime, those who are
actually busy — sy, the
working mother who has
no option but to juggle
her job, her kids, her
husband and various
other family members —
will rarely make an ap-
pearance in these cata-
logues of our moment.

If civilisation were
to end tomorrow and
Instagram was the only
thing to survive, who-
ever came after us would
think that we spent all
our time using filtered
images of ourselves to
show what moisturiser
and sunblock we used
or the number of de-
signer handbags we had
in our closet.

It is entirely pos-
sible that the cultural
commentators of eras
past were similarly dis-
gruntled by the long
stretches of free time
available to the land-
lords and the princes
while the labourers and
peasants toiled through-

out their waking hours.
It would be seen as an
issue of injustice, be-
cause the leisure of one
was dependent on the
toil of another.

The sad truth is that
this exploitative loop has
nol changcd over the

T exploiters of to-
day are simply cleverer.
If you are constantly
“busy’, then the people
who actually have no
time to breathe are de-
nied even the small joy
of pointing to your lei-
sure as evidence of their
own exploitation. Every-
one else who finds it
necessary to project
their faux busyness
should remember that
they are aping oppres-
sors and not those who
are truly busy.

So perhaps it s time
to introspect for those
projecting themselves as
being ‘busy” and using
“busyness’ as a way to
exhibit some imagined
coolness. Ifyouare truly
100 busy to not be able
to do one task at a time
or get some sleep or
bathe regularly or take a
nap sometimes, you
have problems bigger
than simply over-com-
mitment.

And if someone
else complains about
how busy they are, stop
them in their tracks or at
the very least roll your
eyes. Weall havetime to
do that.

The judgement and after

By Zahid Hussain:

IT ranks among those

inglorious decisions
taken by the top court
which have been long
remembered for breach-
ing democratic norms.
The verdict of the
three-member bench led
by the chief justice has
not only divested a po-
litical party of its elec-
tion symbol, it has, ar-
guably, also taken away
the fundamental right of
political participation.
The controversial ruling
depriving the PTI of its
iconic bat symbol has
seemingly siripped the
electoral process of
whatever I it

leading con
lawyer, has put it, the
“judgement upholding
ECP decision to deny
PTlelection symbolis an
excessive, punitive re-
sponse to not conduct-
ing intra-party polls as
rlaw”.

=
2

It may not be the
first time a political party
has been deprived of ifs
symbol, but there is no
precedent of candidates
ofa major political party
being denied the right to
fightelections on a com-
mon symbol.

PTI ticket-holders
willnow have to contest
the polls as independent

thus putting

reflecting the
crisis within.

There may be noth-
ing wrong with the
judges being divided in
their opinion, but the
open rift could have fur-
ther impaired the public
trust’s in the judiciary.
The controversial ruling
on the PTI’s symbol
seems to have reinforced
a growing public percep-
tion of the superior judi-
ciary becoming part of
the prevailing political
polarisation. This view
has gained traction,
given the overall perse-
cution of the PTIand the
evident aim of
inalising the party.

was left with
There is not even a

a major electoral con-
tender in an extremely

ffairplay as
political parties prepare
to go to the hustings.
The hope for a demo-
cratic transition has now
been dented further by
Saturday’s late-night
decision. More impor-
tantly, the ruling has
comé as a disappoint-
ment to those who be-
lieved that things would
change at the top judi-
ciary under thenew chief
justice, with his reputa-
‘tion for integrity.

Instead, the verdict
announced by Chief
Justice Qazi Facz Isa, af-
ter hearings telecast live,
evoked memories of
some of the most con-
troversial rulings in the
past by the Supreme
Court, which had
caused irreparable dam-
age to the democratic
process in Pakistan.

As Reema Omer, a

posi-
tion. The decision, just
weeks before the polls,
is being described by
some as part of the po-
litical manipulation
aimed at keeping the PTI
out of the contest. There
is hardly any precedent
in our chequered politi-
cal history of such ac-
tion.

By validating the
controversial decision of
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP), the
Supreme Court has lent
itself to criticism of not
beingnonpartisan. Noth-
ing could be worse than
the judiciary getting
sucked into the political
maelstrom.

The ruling follows
the resignation of two
senior judges. It has
come at a time when
visions within the insti-
tution are out in the open,

This is certainly not
a good omen for a coun-
try facing systemic col-
lapse. Continued politi-
cal instability has made
it extremely difficult to
deal with our multiple
challenges, some of them
presenting an existential-
ist threat. Indeed, one
cannot justify the PTI’s
own failure to conduct a
transparent intra-party
election, and there can
also be no two views
about the importance of
intra-party democracy, as
pointed out by the chief
Justice, for democracy to
work. But the criteria
must not be seen to be
applied selectively.

Indeed, it is obliga-
tory for the political par-
ties under the ECP rules
to hold intra-party elec-
tions and there may be
flaws in the way the PTI
conducted the manda-
tory exercise. But itis also
a fact that elections

within other political
parties can hardly be
called democratic. In this
country, where most po-
litical parties have been
turned into family enter-
prises, there is no con-
cept of intra-party de-
mocracy. Intra-party
elections are just a farce
to fulfil a political obli-
gation.

Interestingly, the
ECP has never ques-
tioned how democrati-
cally the elections in
other parties are con-
ducted. One glaring ex-
ample ofthe double stan-
dards being applied on
the issue is the case of
the Awami National
Party. The party has not
conducted intra-party
clections but the ECP
merely imposed a fine
and ordered it to hold
elections by May 10 this
year. The party has not
been stripped of its sym-

ol.

But the rules have
been applied differently
in the PTI’s case, despite
the fact that most of its
leaders areeither behind
bars or have been forced
to quit the party after
being picked up by the
intelligence agencies.

stitutional responsibility
of conductinga free and
fair electoral exercise.
The candidates of a par-
ticular party are being
picked up without being
charged to prevent them
from campaigning. There
is a ring of truth to the
allegations that the elec-
tions have already been
stolen. A partisan care-
taker administration ap-
pears to be acting for the
establishment.

This state of affairs
requires the judiciary to
play amore active role in
protecting the funda-
mental and democratic
rights of the people. Un-
fortunately, the institu-
tion is confronted with
its own crisis of credibil-
ity that has been accen-
tuated by the latest rul-
ingon the PTI’s electoral
symbol case, which has,
in effect, disenfranchised
a large segment of the
population.

The chief justice
has remarked on flawed
Jjudgements in the past
that validated authoritar-
ian rule and on the need
to rectify mistakes.

But the court’s rul-
ing. on Jan 13 does nu|

Arguably themost popu-
lar party, the PTI is not
even allowed to hold
public rallies as part of
its election campaign.
There have also been
several reports of PTI

the quesuonable rulmgs
of his predecessors.
With his reputation
as an upright judge, it
had been a valid expec-
tation that Justice Isa
would uphold funda-

not being al-
lowed to file their nomi-
nation papers.

Al this raises the
question of whether the
ECP s fulfilling its con-

ights
and restore the credibil-
ity of the apex court. Is
this reputation at stake?
Itremains to be seen how
history willjudge him.

Ready to shift?

By Touqir Hussain:
Or it could be a over progress.
IVearay e s 40,20 S ndersan RSy i now
have passed since the serve as a hub for tran- damaging more than the
announcement regard- sittrade or energy flows. economy. Pakistan may
ing Pakistan’s pivot from Pakistan is relevant be eligible for geo-eco-
geopolitics to geo-eco- to both geopolitics and  nomics but is not yet
nomics. So far, this policy ics. But its  qualified for it.
shift has proved nothing  policy planners should Geopolitics is only
morcthan rhctonc ask themselves if they partly to blame. It re-
untry’s geopo- really have to choose mains important to
lmml va]ue signifies its between the two. Or Pakistan’s foreign policy,
relevance in interna- whether such choice is though the extent of its
tional relations beyond indeed possible. Also, is  relevance has changed.
its own region, espe- geopolitics the problem  Situated between South
cially its capability asan  and geo-economics the ~Asia, Central Asia, Iran
ally or partner in Great solution to Pakistan’s and the Middle East, and
Power rivalry. economic woes? living in the strategic
The country has a The truth is, Paki- shadow of China and
place in geo-economics  stan did not prioritisc its Russia, Pakistan has
if, by virtue of its geopo-  people’s socioeconomic  geopolitical salience,
litical location, infrastruc-  well-being. putting it at the cros
ture, or resources, it can Its governance roads of geopolitical ri-
playameamngfulmlem model prefemred the elite  valries and ambitions it
the global economy ovcr ﬂlepc(vplc, security can take advantage of.
perhaps asa e But can only
ing base or a link in sup- pendence over selfreli- be an asset if Pakistan is
ply chains. ance, and status quo  stable. For an unstable

country, it is a liability
and poses ris| or in-
stance, if a big power
Toses, its ally loses too,
as has happened to Pa-
kistan in America’s wars.
Washington’s war
aims have always been
different from
Pakistan’s, and its strat-
egy often flawed. If the
pivot to geo-economics
means Pakistan would
no longerbe partof such
high-risk geopolitics,
this is to be welcomed.
America’s wars also in-
cited Pakistan’s own
geostrategic ambitions,
that brought it as much
harm as did US policies.
If Pakistan has relin-
quished this policy, it is
a good step.
Geopolitics remains
a guiding principle for
US-Pakistan ties except

that it now provokes
conflictin the context of
US-China rivalry. Paki-
stan is seen as advanc-
ing China’s geopolitical
aims.

It will have to
rea-ch some understand-
ing with Washing-ton
on strategic and security
issues, otherwise these
will keep colliding with
prospects of coopera-
tion with the US, a cru-
cial economic partner,
and thus limit Pakistan’s
geo-economic role.

Even in the Gulf
countries, Pakistan’s tra-
ditional friends, econom-
ics now beats to the
thythm of geopolitics as
these states navigate
between the US-Europe-
India axis and China’s
geopolitical outreach.
Geopolitics will figure in

Pakistan’s relations with
them, too

Pakistan thus must
rethink notonly geopoli-
tics but also geo-eco-
nomics.

The fact s, its real
value in geo-economics
won’t be evident until
Afghanistan stabilises,
ties with India improve,
and it becomes a hub for
pipelines and trade with
Central Asia.

However, given its
structural

Pakistan’s poor
economic policies have
been a way to safeguard
its elite-led syst--em.
Policies, es--—pecially
those related to taxes,
subsidies, tarif—fs, and
exports, were designed
50 as not to lead to the
erosion of the social
structure that maintains
the feudal system, or
collide with the financial
interests of the busi-
ness/industrial elite, nol

rate if it makes little dif-
ference to poverty, social
indicators and human
security? A population
with poor education and
healthcare is hardly pro-
ductive economically.
Martin Raiser, World
Bank regional vice presi-
dent for South Asia, re-
cently spoke  of
Pakistan’s“poor human
development outcomes
and increasing pov-
erty”, and underlined the

weaknesses, poor gover-
nance, and lack of politi-
cal stability, Pakistan’s
cconomy is not quite pre-
pared for geo-econom-
ics.

The change will not
come easily, as there is a
clash between elite inter-
ests and sound eco-
nomic policies.

to mention th
nary allocation of re-
sources to the defence
sector. The system must
reform.

Pakistan might be
able to improve the
economy on the margins
without  systemic
changes, and have a
higher growth rate. But
what good is the growth

necessity of add; g
the “acute human capi-
tal crisis™.

Pakistan cannot
abandon or escape geo-
politics. And geo-eco-
nomics will remain be-
yond its grasp if it fails
to make the necessary
reforms. The alternative:
Pakistan will be stuck
where it is, at best.
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Rights group urges Lebanon to free
Kadhafi's son

NEW YORK (INP):
Human Rights Watch
called on Lebanon
Tuesday to release a
son of Libya's former
dictator ~ Moamer
Kadhafi, saying he had
been held on "spurious
charges" for eight
years.

Lebanon in 2015
arrested and accused
Hannibal Kadhafi,
known for living the
high life, of withhold-
ing information about
the disappearance of
Lebanese Shiite cleric
imam Mussa Sadr in
1978.

But HRW said he
was only two years old
at the time the cleric
disappeared, and ac-
cused Lebanon of sub-
jecting him to an "ap-
parent arbitrary deten-
tion on spurious
charges".

"Spending eight
yearsin pre-trial deten-
tion makes a mockery
of Lebanon's already
strained judicial sys-
tem," the group's
Hanan Salah said in a
statement.

Sadr -- the
founder of the Amal
movement, now a
main ally of militant
group Hezbollah --
went missing during
an official visit to
Libya, along with an
aide and a journalist.

Beirut blamed the
disappearances on
long-time  Libyan
strongman Moamer
Kadhafi -- overthrown
and killed in a 2011
uprising --and ties be-
tween the two coun-
tries have been
strained ever since.

"It's understand-
able that people want

to know what hap-
pened to imam Sadr,"
Salah said. "But it is
unlawful to hold some-
one in pre-trial deten-
tion for many years
merely for their pos-
sible association with
the person responsible

a delegation from the
Libyan Ministry of Jus-
tice was expected to
travel to Beirut in the
coming days to meet
with the Lebanese jus-
tice ministry and the
committee overseeing
the case to revive a
d

or
A Lebanese judi-
cial official slammed
the HRW report as "bi-
ased and one-sided",
telling reporters it was
based solely on "infor-
mation obtained from
Hannibal Kadhafi's
defence team".
Kadhafi is "de-
tained ina purelyjudi-
cial matter", the source
continued, charging
that he was respon-
sible for prisons during
his father's rule, "in-
cluding the one in
which the imam was
held". The official said

of un-
derstanding  from
2014. In August, Beirut
received a letter from
Libyan authorities de-
manding Kadhafi's re-
lease, but a judicial
source told media that
he would not be freed
before Tripoli revealed
information about
Sadr's disappearance.
Later that month,
Amal movement chief
Nabih Berri accused
Libya of "failing to co-
operate” with the
Lebanese judiciary and
"concealing” informa-
tion about the case.

UE' : Secretary Health Abdullah Khan is visiting various departments of Balochistan Institute of]
Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences

Trump attends rape defamation case
in New York

NEW YORK (INP):
Donald Trump went
straight from his vic-
tory in the Republican
Towa caucuses to a
New York courtroom
Tuesday for the start
of a defamation trial
brought by writer E.
Jean Carroll after an
earlier jury found he
had sexually assaulted
her in the 1990s.

In court, the
former US president
did not make any
statements, and he and
Carroll avoided look-
ingat each other while
jurors were being se-
lected, according to
reporters allowed in-
side the courtroom.

But Trump contin-
ued attacking Carroll
on his Truth Social
platform, reposting a
clip froman interview
she gave to CNN and
writing, "Can you be-
lieve.

I have to defend
myself against this
woman's fake story?!"

Addressing sup-
porters at a rally in
New Hampshire later
in the day, Trump said
he planned to attend
daily court proceed-
ings in the "phony"
case in New York
over the next several
days, while continuing
campaigning.

"Early in the morn-
ing I go to a Biden
witch hunt," Trump
said in the northeast-
ern state, which will
hold the nation's sec-
ond presidential nomi-
nation contest next
Tuesday. "And then T
come here in the af-
ternoon, and I stop, we
make speeches and
we get the votes."
The shocking
defamation  case,
which would likely
once have been
enough to wreck any
politician's career, has
had no visible impact
on Trump's bid to re-
take the White House
-- and if anything is
boosting his standing
Wl(h his party's right

wmg.

Carroll, 80, i
seeking more than
$10million in damages
in the civil trial, alleg-
ing that Trump de-
famed her in 2019
when he was presi-
dent and she had just
come out with her al-
legation, saying she "is
not my type

This s separate to
a civil case last year
where another New
York jury found Trump
liable for sexually as-
saulting Carroll in a
department  store
dressingroomin 1996

and subsequently de-
faming her in 2022,
when he called her a
"complete con job."

In that case, the
jury awarded Carroll
$5 million in damages.

This is only one of
many trials swirling
over Trump's head.
He has been indicted
in four criminal cases
and faces 91 counts on
allegations including
his attempts to under-
mine the 2020 election
which he lost to Joe
Biden, taking stacks of
top secret documents,
and business fraud.

Trump has em-
braced his legal prob-
lems as evidence of a
conspiracy theory in
which a nebulous
"deep state" is out to
stop him from return-
ing to power.

Despite the con-
stant scandal, his fer-
vent base of support-
ers proved its strength
on Monday with an
overwhelming victory
in the Towa caucuses
to choose the Repub-
lican candidate who
will face Biden on
Election Day in No-
vember.

Trump has used
previous trial appear-
ances to seize the lime-
light and deliver invec-
tive-filled speeches --

both outside court-
houses and, when al-
lowed to speak by the
judge, on the witness
stand. He has also used
social media posts to
issue crude insults
at,amb« court person-

2

"The judge in
Tuesday's trial, Lewis
Kaplan, has issued
strict instructions to
curtail Trump.

Carroll says that

in 1996, Trump as-
saulted her against the
wall of a Manhattan
department  store
dressing room -- and
the previous civil jury
agreed.
Kaplan stated un-
ambiguously  that
Trump had "Sexually
abused -- indeed,
raped -- Ms. Carroll"
and that the Republi-
can cannot now claim
otherwise in court.

Carroll's lawyers
last week urged
Kaplan to prevent
Trump from making

“inadmissible, preju
dicial" comments in
court.

Last week, the
former president con-
tinued to insist that he
had "no idea" who
Carroll was, calling
her "a wack job" and
mym), the trial was

rigged."

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Muhammad Sadiq Sinjrani presnling saveniour to Chief minister |
(GB Haji Gul Bar Khan during his visit to Senate office.

[DAVOS: Caretaker Pri ister Anwarul Haq Kakar ing his views at the Trade Tech Trillion-
Dollar promisese n of the S4th annual meeting of the World Economic Forum In Davos, Switzerland.

President Alvi directs IESCO to refund Rs
139,000 to complainant

ISLAMABAD (INP): Haji AkhtarRaheem and quently,ademand notice IESCO, then, fileda rep-
President Dr ArifAlvion ~adopt proper procedure/ ofRs 305, 656, including  resentation against the

directed the  rul fon, which the cost of allied mate- order of the Mohtasib
Islamabad Electric Sup-  were violated by IESCO, ~ rial was ssued to him. He  with the President.
ply Company (IESCO) o resulting in maladminis- deposited the amount, Dr Arif Alvi after

refund Rs 139,860 to a tration. By not installing however, [ESCOinstead  personally hearing the
complainant who had  the connection within 30 ~of installing his connec- case and going through
been wrongly issued an days, the IESCO had tion timely, issued anad-  the record of the case,
additional demand notice ~ violated its own proce- ditional demand notice  directed IESCO to refund
for the installation of an dure and later sent an ofRs 139,860 0n account  the amount to the com-
electricity connection additionaldemand notice of the escalation of the plainant. He referred to
along with a transformer ~ to the complainant, who ~ cost of the material. IESCO’s Consumer Ser-
due fo cost escalation.  had already paid the The complainant vice Manual which pro-

These directions original  requisite approached IESCO for vided that once the de-
were issued by President amount, on account of withdrawal of the de- mand notice had been
while deciding upon a theescalation ofthe cost mand notice but to no issued by IESCO and
representation filed by —ofthe material. avail. Feeling aggrieved, paid by the applicant in
IESCO assailing the or- The complainant he approached the full, no further charges/
der of the Wafaqi hadappliedwith [ESCO Wafaqi Mohtasib for the demand notice could be
Mohtasib directing foran electricity connec- redressal of his griev- raised on account of the
IESCO to refund the tionalongwitha25KVA ance, who passed the escalation of the cost of
amount to i transformer. Subse- order in his favour. thematerial

Masood felicitates Fozia Janjua for election

as mayor of Mount Laurel, New Jersey

WASHINGTON privil hildrenand  preciation, i the United States, Am-
(INP): Ambassador of ~prisoners. to the diverse tapestry  bassador Masood
Pakistan to the United D ibing her of Mount Laurel’s Khan invited Mayor
States, Masood Khan election as a moment community.”: she Janjuato visit Pakistan
has felicitated Fozia ofpride, Mayor Janjua added. Ambassador withbusinessmen and
Janjua for herelection pointed out that her Masood Khan, while entrepreneurs from
as mayor of the town story serves as an in- felicitating the mayor, her constituency and
of Mount Laurel, New  spiration, highlighting highlighted the role of link themup with Pa-

Jersey. the power of an indi- Pakistani Americans kistani counterparts.

During a virtual vidual to make aposi- inU.S. politics. “You can build trade
meeting with Fozia tive impact on com- “Pakistani Ameri- and economic bridges
Janjua, he said, “Your munities. cans are making a between Pakistan and

success is a source of “Itake deep pride massive contribution the United States as
pride for the entirePa-  in my Pakistani roots to the social economic there is huge potential
kistan, and it is cel- and heritage and my and political landscape ofbilateral investment
ebrated in both Paki- achievement is acom- of the United States. between two coun-
stan and the United mitment to foster Thereare currently 10 tries™ said the Am-
States. You are a inclusivity and diver- Assembly membersin bassador. Ambassador
bridge-builder been sity between cul- different states (prov- Masood Khan also dis-
two nations.” It should tures™: said Mayor inces) who are making cussed the possibility

be mentioned here FoziaJanjua. adifference to the US  of establishing a sister
that Fozia Janjua, a Pa- While recalling and Pakistan alike:”: city partnership be-
kistani-descent Ameri- her political journey, he emphasized. tween Chakwal in Pa-
can became the first Fozia Janjua empha- “Yourelection sig- kistan for the town of
Muslim woman and sized her passion for nifies the growing di- Mount Laurel.

democrat to hold this community service, versity in American Mayor  Fozia

position in 36 years.  focusing on teaching political leadership and  Janjua said, having her

Hailing ~ from prisoners and under» thei increasing mtegra- roots in Chakwal, she
Chakwal, Punjab, Pa- pr be-  tion of di would gladly champion
Kistan, mayor Fozia for(,_]mmnj,‘wtwupoh— into the fabric of this relationship.
Janjua has a strong tics. “In a divided American politics:” Mayor Janjua voiced
commitment to com- world, [ wanted to cre- Masood Khan herdeep admiration for
munity service, par- ate a united commu- Focusing on eco- Pakistani dramas, mu-
ticularly in the areas of  nity that promotesun- nomic cooperation be- sic, and food in fluent
education for under- derstanding and ap- tween Pakistan and Urdu.

PM Kakar emphasises regional ap-
proach to deal with terrorism

DAVOS, SWITZER- other economic indi- kistan enjoyed strate- pens in the region or
LAND (INP): Care- cators. Anwaar-ul- gically close relations anywhere else, nothing
taker Prime Minister Haq Kakar said they with Beijing. He said, can affect our relation-
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar will also publish a "No matter what hap- ship with China.
has reiterated that the white paper on the U
The ngramme Director Balochistan Awam Endowmen

=

general elections will four to five month's TENDER NOTICE

take place in Pakistan performance of the

on the 8th of next caretaker govern-

month. In an exclusive - ment. The prime min- | 15e.2324013714710nly electronic bid will be subitted, No

interview with CNBC ister said his govern- | physical bid is required. Note: In All Procurements of GOB
> sidelines id i ‘Whether Through Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is

on the sidelines of ment did c;mroduce A | Wandatory For All Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic

World Economic Fo- revamped program | pypiic procurement System of BPPRA GOB. Tender Fee Not

rum in Davos, he said within the taxationsys- | required

this is a constitutional tem. He said govern- |8No ClassofObject Bid Security
requirement and ev- ment went for an ag- | 1 Vedal EquipmentandAccessores 5%
eryone in the country gressive privatisation | <T“h"‘emllﬁ>cg"“';“l e T B P
; ;i ocurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
is c_ommltted to that spree and cut expen- 14, Eligibility of

particular date. ditures at the federal Slmw\arNamreananmplewaﬂ 000,000 in Previous 3 Years. Tum

He said the level. PM Kakar said, o nfalleifnd o PDUG "f’}g?%““g“,‘:",‘ F‘(EV#;HS[)L@;B
i YR ~ esence in Aciive Tax Payer List Sales Tax Certicate. The bidding
people of Pakistan will - "We are also engaging - | gl 1000 ety Biackisted by any procuring agency of
have a choice to exer-  with the provinces so | Pzkistan. JV is not permissible. Submission of the requied Bid
cise their right to vote  that they can also ty
d they will elect a nd- Ay shal o dacuimd as el and fof.
and Yy Pel tesponsive. shelf life must be 75% & 0% from the date of supply of
government for the ing." Respondingtoa | mecicine for local products and imported products respecively
next five years. He question, the caretaker | renewed g sales license. Quoted fems must be in the standard
said the elections will - prime _  minister | o gactrers. Chamber of Commerce Regstaior | SECP
lead towards a stable emphasised the need | Registration. the bidder must have functional corporate office in
government whichwill for a regional ap- | sdechstan, nust be 15030012015 cetfcd Procedure OF
translate into economic - proach todeal with the | SCEHMT S09% S ot ERR? SRS T vt
stability. When asked challenge of terrorism. | Deposit at Call of 5 % specified above in the narme of the under-
about the economic "We need to en- | signed from a scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The NIT &
- H e oAt 8idding Document can be obtained electronically from
situation, the prime hance the capacity OF | S bppra gob.pk Issuance of tender Documents: Compiets
minister said that the counter terrorism," he | Bidding Document can be viewed at www.bppra.gob.pk Last Date
IMF Board had ap- said. He said Pakistan | of bid submission: Bid can only be sumited slectionicaly latest
idesi by 28 January, 2024l 11:00 AM through supplier dashboard
proved second tranche  was a  mid-sized | £l orening: Alltenders wil be openst on same day st 1200
for the country. He power and its actual | Ph on EPPS System Address: Programme DirectorBalochistan
said it had been prior- potential and role | AwamEndoument undsocaiwelarequetta
ity of the caretaker needed to be appreci-
government to bring ated. When asked
economic revival and about relations with
focus on growth and China, Kakar said Pa-
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DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Thursday,January, 18,2024

PPPterms SC’s decision in PTI election symbol

case as absolutely "constitutional’
PESHAWAR (INP): Central

retary Information of Pa-
kistan People’s Party (PPP),
Asma Alamgir has termed the
Supreme Court verdict in elec-
tion symbol case of Pakistan
Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) as abso-
luhely constitutional”

“Those who are involved
in the May 9 vandalism de-
serves server punishment in-
cluding complete ban from par-
ticipation in electoral process,”
she said while addressing a
press conference at her resi-
dence here Wednesday.

Asma Alamgir said in our
country, law is supreme and
upholding of the constitution is
responsibility of the institutions
especially courts. She said that
inelectoral politics, even those
candidates were barred from
participation who had not sub-
mitted their utility bills.
Whereas in case of PTI whose
almost all party leaders ai
legedly responsible in vandal-
ismof May 9, are still allowed

to take part in elections in in-
dependent positions, she said.
The whole PTI leadership,
she said deserves disqualifi
tion from participation from
elections because of damaging
national assets, but the court

just deprived it from its elec-

tion symbol that’s too because
of not holding party elections
in accordance with Election
Commission regulation.

The PPP leader also in-
formed that the Party Chair-
man Bilal Bhutto will address
a mammoth party rally in
Peshawar on January 27. The
venue and timing for the rally
will be decided after holding of
meetings with district admi
tration and security offi

The PPP procession will
serve as defining movement
for upcoming general elections
in the country slated for Feb-
ruary 8, next, Asma said and
claimed the Party will exhibit
it prowess in Peshawar rally
due to participation of a very

NASEERABAD Deputy Commissioner Batul Asdi addressmg the meeting.

large crowd of jiyalas.
lanked by other PPP lead-
ers including Zahir Ali Shah,
Ziaullah Afridi, Zulfiqar
Afghani, Zarak Khan and oth-
ers, Asma Alamgir said
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has suf-
fered a lot due to ten yearsrule
of PTL These ten years, she
continued, will be remenbeted
in hmury as “dark years’ be-
cause of the financial woes of
the province and its people.
Speaking on the occasion,
Zahir Ali Shah dispelled the
news spread on social media
that he was quitting from con-
tests at NA 32 and PK 83 be-
cause of seat adjustment with
Awami National Party. No de-
cision has been taken in this
regard and this news is just a
rumor viral on social media,
confusing people and voters,
Shah went on to say. He said
time for withdrawal of nomi-
nation papers has been passed
and now no candidate can
withdraw his candidature.

Chairman NAB assures businessmen of all
out support to tackle existing challenges

KARACHI (INP): Chairman Na-
tional Accountability Bureau
(NABY), Licutenant General Retired
Nazir Ahmed has leadership of the
business community of extending
all out support to tackle all chal-
lenges faced by them.

He made the assurance dur-
ing a series of meetings with the
business leaders of Federation of
Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI), Karachi
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try (KCCI)and other top business
Lommumly leaders.

During these meetings with
Chairman NAB, the business lead-
ers held significant discussions
regarding addressing pressing
economic challenges and propel-
ling the nation toward growth.
They suggested a number of pro-
posals to help steer the country
out of the economic turmoil.

LtGen Retd Nazir Ahmed re-
sponded positively and said that
he wants to assure the business
communities that NAB will not
harass them and they should
openly play their key role in the
development of the country. He
said that they should be fully fo-

cused on wealth creation activi-
ties and should do business with-
outany fear.

The Chairman NAB stressed
thatextreme importance would be
given to wealth creation activities/

ness community.

He said that he believes in
participative accountability there-
fore general complaints against
businessmen will be first referred
to the Facilitation Cell for immedi-

projects which will b
and will be protected from unwar-
ranted pressures and intimidation.

It was agreed that the busi-
ness community, being the very
core of our economy, has to be
given the respect and status that
it deserves.

He said that NAB will deal
with all businessmen with utmost
respect & dignity and will help in
creating business friendly envi-
ronment.

Business leaders emphasized
the importance of an enhanced
and sustained interactive dia-
logue between the business com-
munity and NAB.

While responding positively,
Chairman NAB said that a Busi-
ness Facilitation Cell would be
established initially at Karachi,
Lahore and Islamabad including
representatives of the business
community for better coordina-
tion and facilitation of the busi-

ate ification and
necessary action as per law.

The Chairman NAB updated
the business community about
his reforms in NAB and future
plans.

QUETTA: Former Provincial Advisor Malik Nacem Bazai is meeting Governor Balochistan MalAk

bdul Wali Khan Kakar.

Japan to extend $3.62 mln grant assistance
for Pakistan’s Polio Programme

ISLAMABAD(INP): The Govem-
ment of Japan has announced to
extend a new USS 3.62 million
grant assistance to procure es-
sential oral polio vaccines as part
of its continued support to polio
eradication efforts in Pakistan.

The funds provided by Ja-
pan will be used by Pakistan Po-
lio Programme to procure more
than 21 million doses of vaccines
to support polio campaigns in
2024.

It should be mentioned here
that Pakistan was one ofonly two
countries globally that has yet to
stop polio. In 2023, Pakistan re-
ported a total of 6 cases of polio.
With polio cases cornered to only
afew locations in the country, the
Government of Pakistan and part-
ners are preparing to launch an
aggressive plan of activities in
2024 to stop this life altering dis-
ease for children. Each national
immunization drive targets over 44
million children under the age of
five, with more than 370,000 front-
line workers, predominantly
women, playing a crucial rolc (o

2024, together with our partners
we will maintain an emergency
focus towards resolving the ré-
maining challenges that stand in
our way to reach all children. *

"The unwavering support of
the Government of Japan has
been instrumental in helping us
get closer to reaching zero cases.
We are thankful to the Govemn-
‘ment and people of Japan for their
continued support towards polio
eradication in Pakistan," Dr.
Nadeem Jan added.

Mr. ITO Takeshi, Charge d’
Affaires ad interim of Japan to
Pakistan, appreciated the signifi-
cant gains made last year in con-
trolling the spread of poliovirus.
“I'would like to express my sin-
cere respect to polio workers and
law enforcement agencies for their
dedicated mission for humanity”,
said Mr. ITO. Noting the impor-
tance of a clear and strong com-
mitment by the Pakistani leader-
ship to end polio, he said, "Japan
would like to renew its commit-
ment to continuing its efforts to-
ward the ultimate goal of polio

ensure the Polio
reach. "Despite the cha]lenges
Pakistan will remain relentless in
our drive to putan end to polio in
the next year,” said Dr. Nadeem
Jan, Federal Health Minister, Gov-
ernment of Pakistan. “As we pre-
pare to launch polio campaigns in

v routing
immunization.” The new funding
is part of the continuous support
from the Government of Japan to
the Polio Eradication programme
since 1996. To date, the grant and
loan contribution from the Gov-
emment of Japan has amounted

to approx. USS 242. 16 million dol-
lars to support the Polio
programme in Pakistan through
UNICEF,

Senior Representative, Japan
International ~ Cooperation
Agency (JICA) Pakistan Office,
Mr. Tsuyoshi Hara said, “We ap-
preciate the government’s com-
mitment to making all-out efforts
to ensure all children receive the
essential vaccine. We believe that
vaccines, the most effective way
to strengthen children’s immunity,
will be used effectively with the
understanding of parents and
communities and the efforts of
frontline workers.

We sincerely hope that all
the polio campaigns of this year
will be conducted successfully
toward zero polio cases.”

UNICEF Chiefof Polio in Pa-
kistan, Melissa Corkum said,
“With fewer cases reported in
2023 compared to 2022, we find
ourselves at the crossroads be-
tween progress and regression.
Six cases are far too many, mean-
ing six children affected perma-
nently by polio.” “Today with this
generous pledge from the Govem-
ment and people of Japan, we re-
new our commitment to ensuring
a polio-free world. One step for-
ward, no steps back towards
reaching all children with life-sav-
ing vaccines.”

Karachi to experience dry weather
with foggy morning

KARACHI (INP): The Met Office
on Wednesday forecast a dry
weather in Karachi with foggy
morning and night during next 24
ours.

Minimum was

He said that no
will be subjected to a media trial
during the process of complaint
verification and inquiry. He fur-
ther added that complaints writ-
ten under fictitious names or
anonymous will not be enter-
tained by NAB henceforth. Dur-
ing the course of inquiry, busi-
nessmen would be addressed as
respondents and their confiden-
tiality would be ensured.

It was further agreed that
NAB will hold seminars regularly
at different Business Forums in
orderto inform business commu-
nity about NAB’s objective, op-
erations and framework for better
facilitation and also about their
rights under the NAB Law.

Lahore shivers in biting cold these days as
the mercury level has dropped to 4°C

LAHORE (INP): Lahore is shiver-
ing in biting cold these days as
the mercury level has dropped to
4°C while the Punjab capital is
also blanketed in dense fog shut-
ting several motorways on
Wednesday. The maximum tem-
perature of the city will remain at
11°C today while the humidity
level was recorded at 96%. Due to
the thick fog which has engulfed
the city, the visibility level has
been reduced to 0.1km. There is
no chance of rain for the next 24
hours. According to the Metro-

logical Department report, mainly

cold and dry weather is expected
in most plain areas of the country,
while very cold/partly cloudy in
northern parts.

Dense fog/smog is likely to
persist in Islamabad, plain areas
of Punjab, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
and upper Sindh. Cold and dry
weather prevailed over most parts
of the country, while very cold in
northern parts. However, partly
cloudy weather prevailed in Gilgit
Baltistan. Dense fog/smog pre-
vailed over plain areas of Punjab,

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, and upper
Sindh. Today's recorded minimum
temperatures (°C)-Leh -08, Skardu
Gupis, Kalam, Srinagar -05,

Igit, Astore -04, Parachinar and
Rawalakot -03. Due to dense fog,
several sections of motorways
have been closed which include:
M1 from Peshawar to Burhan, M2
from Lahore to Kot Momin, M3,
M4, M5 from Sher Shah to Zahir
Pir, M11 from Lahore to Sialkot,
MM (rum Kharpato IsaKhel, and
from Colonel

recorded 16.5 dcgrcc Celsius in
the city, while maximum tempera-
ture likely to remain between 27
to 29-degree Celsius, weather de-
partment said. Humidity level in

Karachi recorded 67 percent in the
morning, the Met Office said. The
metropolis was measured to have
199 reading of particulate matter

on the airquality index and ranked
3rd most polluted city of the world
today Earlier, health experts de-
ibed Ka air quality as
“very unhealthy” and advised
citizens to use masks and restrict
their outdoor activities especially
during peak pollution hours.

Itis to be mentioned here that
AQI as high as 151-200 is consid-
ered unhealthy, while an AQI read-
ing between 201 to 300 is more
‘harmful and AQI reading over 300
‘mark is extremely hazardous.

According to experts, the air

QUETTA: A

becomes heavier in the winter,
causing poisonous particles in the
atmosphere to move downwards
and making the atmosphere pol-
luted. As a result,

a layer of polluted particles,
including large amounts of car-
bon and smoke, engulfs an area.

The smoke produced by fac-
tories or by burning coal, garbage,
oilor tyres, enters the atmosphere
and its impact appears at the on-
set of the winter and remains till
the end of the season, experts
said.

is presiding over the committee meeting re-

arding the provision of employment toskilled youth of Balochistan n forcign countries.

Kalashnikov culture has wreaked havoc
with Pakistan, says CJP

ISLAMABAD (INP): The

wat
Sher Khan to Ismailia.

QUETTA: Deputy Commissioner Quetta Licutenant (R) Saad bin Asad s distributing relicfchecks to
the familics of theofficers who were martyred during polioduty in the pastfew days.

ourt has
details of licenses issued for
prohibited bore weapons from
authorities while hearing a
case with regard to stolen arms
on Wednesday.

“Pakistan has to get rid of
the Kalashnikov culture,” Chief
Justice Qazi Faez Isa re-
marked.

The Supreme Court issued
notices to the Secretary Inte-
rior as well as provincial sec-
retaries, Police IGs, the Attor-
ney General and Advocate
Generals.

“The police even didn’t ask
about arms license from the
owner during arms theft inves-
tigation,” CJP remarked. “The
owner himself confe:
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“Two Kalas} two

chiefjustice said.

“I was also offered to get
Kalashnikov llceme he fur-
ther said. “Drugs and
Kalashnikovs have wreaked
havoc with Pakistan,” CJP re-
marked.

“No one stroll in the world
carrying Kalashnikovs in big
automobiles with tinted
glasses,” CJP remarked. “How
did you get Kalashnikov;” chief
justice asked the petitioner.

“Why should not be taken
action when IG was issuing
Kalashnikovs papers,” he
questioned. “We are writing to
the secretary interior to take
back Kalashnikovs and their
licenses,” CJP said.

Commenting on presence
of weapons in everyday life,
chief justice said that people
carrying K. tandin;

Kalakovs, pistol and other valu-
ables were stolen in the theft,”

everywhere when a person
visits a school or market. “If

they are afraid then restrict
them to homes or they go out
to scare other people,” CJP
said.

Security guards s
standing outside of homes with
Kalashnikovs in Islamabad.
When people go out of home
carrying Kalashnikovs in cars
with tinted glasses, policedon’t
have dare to question them,”
he observed.

The CJP expressed re-
sentment with the KP Police
over failing to question about
arms license in arms theft
case. “Keeping arms without
license is crime but the police
didn’t ask the owner about li-
cense,” he said. The court
granled bail to the accused for
Rs 50,000 security deposit. A
three-member bench of the
Supreme Court headed by
Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa,
heard the case.




