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8000 CCTYV Cameras To Be Installed on Feb 8
in Balochistan

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: The
Balochistan government has
taken a significant step to-
wards ensuring the integrity of
the upcoming general elections
in the province by deciding to
install 8,000 CCTV cameras.
This decision, made during a
high-level meeting chaired by
Caretaker Chief Minister Mir
Ali Mardan Khan Domki at the
CM Secretariat in Quetta, re-

Tef
flects the commitment to a
transparent and impartial elec-
toral process.

The meeting, attended by
provincial administrative sec-
retaries, divisional commission-

senior police officials, focused
on enhancing security mea-
sures at sensitive polling s
tions across Balochistan.
The approved installation
of CCTV cameras at these
key locations aims to closely
monitor and safeguard the
electoral proceedings, foster-
ing an environment of fairness.
Peaceful Elections
Priority Of Govern-
ment: Domki

Acknowledging  the
progress made in preparing for
peaceful elections, commis-
sioners and deputy commis-
sioners briefed Caretaker
Chief Minister Domki on on-
going efforts. They expressed
satisfaction with the arrange-

‘ments in place and emphasize
the need for finalizing all as-
pects to ensure transparency
and impartiality throughout the
province.

Addressing concerns
about the secure and timely
delivery of election materials,
the meeting outlined plans for
helicopter transport to remote
and inaccessible areas. Addi-
tionally, provisions for heavy
‘machinery in districts prone to
snowfall, such as Ziarat and
other cold regions, were dis-
cussed to ensure logistical
challenges are effectively man-
aged.

Conducive Atmo-
sphere Exists For

Elections: CM

Caretaker Chief Minister
Domki underscored the ur-
gency of immediate action on
proposed measures to address
the shortage of security per-
sonnel.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of creating a conducive
environment that addresses
concerns raised by candidates
and citizens.

Administrative officers
were urged to formulate com-
prehensive plans tailored to
regional conditions, with a pri-
mary focus on restoring peace
and security.

Continuing coordination
among law enforcement agen-
cies was emphasized, with the
Caretaker Chief Minister high-
lighting proactive steps being

Emphduzm g the commit-
ment to a peaceful election pro-
cess, officials were directed to
address,
concerns promptly, foster-
ing an environment where vot-
ers can cast their ballots with-
out fear.

As Balochistan gears up
for the upcoming elections, the
government’s

comprehensive approach
and strategic decisions aim to
instill confidence in the elec-
toral process.

Prioritizing security and
transparency at every step,
these measures reflect a com-
itment to a fair and demo-
cratic election in the province.

In call with Iranian counterpart, FM Jilani expresses Pakistan’s
readiness to work w1th Tehran on all issues

NEWS DESK: In the back-
drop of recent tensions between
Pakistan and Iran, Foreign Minis-
ter Jalil Abbas Jilani on Friday
held a telephonic conversation
with his Iranian counterpart,
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, and
expressed Islamabad’s readiness
to work with Tehran on all issues.

On Tuesday, Iran had
laun-ched attacks in Pakistan tar-
geting what it described as bases
for the militant group Jaish al-Adl
in the border town of Panjgur in
Balochistan, Iranian state media
reported, prompting strong con-
demnation fmm Islamabad and

ties.

“The Iraman strkes were part
of a series of attacks carried out
by Iran in recent days in Syriaand
Iraq as a response to recent ter-
rorist attacks on its territory. They
have heightened concerns about
regional stability, particularly amid
ongoing conflicts in the Middle
East.

The next day, Pakistan struck
“hideouts used by terrorist

Sarmachar’.

Iran’s IRNA news agency
had reported that nine people
were killed in the attack targeting
a village in the city of Saravan,
with Iranian Interior Minister
Ahmad Vahidi saying all the dead
“were foreign nationals™.

Iran had condemned the
strikes, and summoned Pakistan’s
charge d’affaires “to protest and
request an ion from the

Liberation Army (BLA) and
Balochistan Liberation Front
(BLF)” in Iran’s Sistan-
Baluchestan province, in an intel-
ligence-based operation

Pakistani government,” accord-
ing to a statement by foreign min-
istry spokesman Nasser Kanani.

However, the Iranian foreign
ministry later said in a press re-

A
lease that it was committed to good
neighbourly relations with Paki-
stan while condemning what it
said was an “unbalanced and un-
acceptable drone attack on non-
Iranian villagers”.

Following Pakistan’s tit-for-
tat response to Iran’s missile at-
tack, caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaarul Haq Kakar, who was in

Switzerland for the 54th annual
meeting of the World Economic
Forum (WEF), decided to cut

short his visit. Similarly, FM Jilani,
who was in Uganda to attend a
ministerial meeting of the non-
aligned movement, also decided
to return to the country.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Foreign Office today,
the foreign minister spoke {0
Abdollahian and expressed
Pakistan’s readiness to work with
Iran on “all issues based on the
spirit of mutual trust and coop-
eration”. “He underscored the
need for closer cooperation on
security issues,” the FO added.

The exchange between for-
cign ministers came as the Na-
tional Security Committee (NSC)
convened for an emergency meet-
ing today. The ISPR on Thursday
had said hideouts used by BLA
and BLF were successfully struck
in the military operation, adding
that “precision strikes were car-
ried out using killer drones, rock-
ets, loitering munitions and stand-

Govt moves SC against IHC
nullifying cypher jail trial

SLAMABAD: The federal
government contested the

Islamabad High Court's (IHC)
November 21 decision on Friday

invalidating Imran Khan's jail trial
in the cypher case.

In its petition, the govern-
ment has argued that the IHC
failed to assess the facts appro-
priately before declaring the spe-
cial court designated to hear the
cypher trial nulland void. It main-
tained that the high court does
not have the authority to abolish
the status of a special court.

Advocate Raja Rizwan
Abbasi submitted the application
on behalf of the federal govern-
ment.

Imran Khan, special court
judge Abul Hasnat Zulqarnain, DG
FIA, IG, DC, and chief commis-
sioner Islamabad, among others,
have been named as respondents
in the petition.

On November 22, the IHC
declared the proceedings of PTI

chairman Imran’s and vice chair-
man Shah Mahmood Qureshi's
trial conducted in jail in the cypher
case so far as null and void.

The court declared that the
notification issued by the law min-
istry on August 29 - which read
that the Law and Justice Divisi
had “no objection” to PTI
chairman’s trialin the cypher case
being held at Attock jail - was with-
out lawful authority and no legal
effect “for want ofan order by the
appropriate government and
fulfilment of requirements pro-
vided in Section 352 of the CrPC
[Code of Criminal Procedure] as
well as Rule 3 in Part-A of Chap-
ter-1in Volume-ITof the Rules and
Orders of the Lahore High Court”.

In its short order, the court
also declared the law ministry’s
notifications about Imran’s jail trial
issued on September 12, Septem-
ber 25, October3, and October 13
to be “without lawful authority
and no legal effect”. NEWS DESK

A somber pall hangs over the
coal-mining community of Dukki

Mir Salam Jogezai

DukkizA somber pall hangs

over the coal-mining community
of Dukki, Balochistan, following
the tragic deaths of three miners
on Friday.
The miners succumbed to
methane gas poisoning while
working inside a local coal
‘mine.Details surrounding the in-
cident remain under investigation,
but initial reports suggest a build-
up of methane gas, a colorless and
odorless natural gas commonly
found in coal mines, led to the fa-
tal accident. Rescue operations
were hampered by the hazardous
conditions within the mine, and it
took several hours to retrieve the
miners' bodies.*

“The news of the tragedy has

offweapons™ while maximum care
was taken to avoid collateral dam-
age. “The targeted hideouts were
being used by notorious terror-
ists including Dosta alias Chair-
man, Bajjaralias Soghat, Sahil alias
Shafaq, Asghar alias Basham and
Waziralias Wazi,amongst others,”
it said. “Pakistan Armed Forces
remain in a perpetual state of readi-
ness to ensure the safety of Paki-
stan citizens against acts of ter-
rorism,” the army’s media wing
stated. NEWS DESK

sent shock through the
close-knit mining community of
Dukki. Family members and
friends are mourning the loss of
their loved ones, while express-
ing concerns about the safety of
working conditions in local
mines.“This is a devastating loss
for our community," said a local
resident, speaking on condition
ofanonymity.

"These men were not just
miners; they were husbands, fa-
thers, and sons. Their families are

slmgglmg to cope with this trag-

"The incident has also reig-
nited calls for stricter safety regu-
lations and improved working
conditions in Balochistan's coal
mines.

The province has a long his-
tory of mining accidents, often at-
tributed to outdated equipment,
inadequate ventilation, and a lack
of proper safety training.***

"The safety of our miners
must be a top priority," said a lo-
cal activist.

"The government needs to
take immediate steps to ensure
that such tragedies never happen
again."** An investigation into
the cause of the accident is cur-
rently underway, and the provin-
cial government has promised to
provide support to the families of
the deceased miners.

Pakistan Delegation Returns

Amid Iran’s Panjgur Incursion
Staff Reporte

el

QUETTA: In response to
Iran’s firing of drone missiles and
airspace violation duting the Joint
Border Commission (JBC) meet-
ingin Chah Bahar, a Pakistani del-
egation led by Chief Collector
Customs Balochistan Bashir
Memon returned abruptly. The
delegation, including members of
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry Balochistan, senior secu-
ity officers, and Balochistan gov-
ernment officials, left as a protest
against Iran’s actions, according
to Abdullah Achakzai, President
of Quetta Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (QCCI).

JBC Discussing
Terrorism, Human
Trafficking

‘The JBC, convened quarterly
to address Pak-Iran border issues,
had terrorism, human trafficking,
and trade on its agenda. Mean-
while, Pakistan heightened secu-
rity along the 900-kilometer bor-
der, deploying Frontier Corps per-
sonnel to respond to potential Ira-
nian aggression.

Despite tensions, the Pak-
Iran border remained open on
Thursday, allowing routine trade
and movement. A senior official
at Taftan clarified that no instruc-
tions to shut down the border
were received. Chief Minister

Balochistan, Ali Mardan Domki,
chaired a high-level meeting to

review security and law and order
along the border, deciding to fur-

ther tighten security in bordering
arcas.

Truck Carrying Marble
Stone Attacked In Kalat

KALAT: In a concerning
incident along the Quetta-
Karachi national highway near
Grani, unidentified armed indi-
viduals targeted a truck, resort-
ing to stoning and gunfire, as
confirmed by police sources.

Authorities reported that
the truck’s tires suffered dam-
age as a result of the gunfire,
leading to a burst. Despite the
intensity of the attack, the
driver and the cleaner emerged
unharmed, according to the
police.

The incident occurred on
acrucial stretch of the national
highway, highlighting the secu-
rity challenges faced in the
arca.

Law enforcement is ac-
tively investigating the incident
toidentify the perpetrators and
ascertain their motives.

Authorities are urging
heightened vigilance and coop-
eration from the

2 Injured In Mithri Sibi blast

From Our Correspondent:

SIBI: At least two people
were injured in ablast in the Mithri
area of Sibi, Pakistan, on Friday
morning. Levies sources reported
that an improvised explosive de-
vice (IED) planted by unknown
miscreants caused the explosion.

The blast occurred near an
under-construction road in the
gencral arca of Mithri Bhagra
Raisani Mithri Road Kharoo Sibi.
The impact damaged a pickup
truckand injured two individuals.

The injured, identified as
Nazeer s/o Jan Muhammad from
Dhaddarand another unidentified
person, were rushed to the hospi-
tal formedical treatment.

Nazeer reportedly sustained
normal injuries, while the extent
of the other person’s injuries re-
‘mains unclear.

Levies forces immediately
reached the scene and cordoned
off the area. Forensic teams are
currently investigating the site to
gather evidence and determine
the nature of the IED used.

Heightened Security
Measures Imple-
mented

ensure the safety of commut-
ers and prevent further inci-
dents of this nature.

Following the blast, security
has been heightened in Mithri
and surrounding areas. Levies

and police personnel have been
deployed in greater numbers to
patrol the area and prevent fur-
ther incidents. Checkpoints have
also been established on key
roads leading inand outof Mithri.

Investigation Ongoing

The motive behind the blast
and the identity of the perpetra-
tors remain unknown,

Levies officials are tighi
lipped about the details of the i
vestigation, citing ongoing efforts
to gather evidence and track
down the culprits.
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Lost potential: Exploring the plight of

. . .
out of school children in Balochistan
EDITORIAL:
Despite the allocation of more than 90 billion rupees for the education
sector in the budget for the year 2023-24, still more than 2 million chil-
dren are out of school in Balochistan. Much has been said and repeated
promises have been made by su i
the number of out-of-school children has grown. The alarming rise of
out-of-school children means the potential of a generation is lost and
the future of out-of-school children is at stake.
The number of enrolled students in government schools is 1,119,925,
the report mentioned. The students studying in private schools are in

Environmental Woes of Balochistan

Muhammad Jahangeer Kakar

Envin)nment and cli-

h

framed that could regu-
late the issues of envi-

arethe pro-
spective strategic
gridlines that would de-
fine the international fra-
ternity of relations.

‘The prosperity and lon-
gevity of nations around
the world would be both
defined and jeopardized
by the elements of envi-
ronmental preservation

ness.

The insufficient law
further has given out a
polarized institutional
dichotomy which is also
affecting the dealing
with environment and
climate change as the
horrors of the near fu-

ture.
Th I

the condition of the
coastal life with the map-
ping of various types of
marine and aquatic spe-
cies, the climate record
measurement, the envi-
ronmental conditions
and baselines, and the
quality of the marine en-
vironment. There can be
said to be no

been so carlier done.
Increasing
urbanization
another reason
for environ-
mental nui-
sance

The depleting for-
est coverand the utterly
diminishing green arcas
in the province are pos-
ing threats for the vari-
ety of flora and fauna in
the province.

Due to ineffective
efforts and plans by the
respective forest dcpan—

arrangement making one
department

The ul
banization is another

ment and
partment are making it

ind h man-
agement. Pakistan in
general  and  the
Balochistan, in particu-

=

miss-
ing links between the
departments of the for-
est, agriculture, water
and envi-

addition to this. However, no data about the private schools’
is available.

Balochistan’s Silent Crisis

The province has not conducted any survey to assess the learning
quality of students studying in over 15,000 government-run pnmary,
middle and high schools across Baloct d

lar,are th d by the
climate change shifts
and the thrones of envi-
ronmental degradation.
Balochistan attains

a peculiar nature both in
terms of ic ex-

portobtained by Daily Quetta Voice, still over 2 million children areou(
of school. It has been evident that the law and order situation always
overshadows the education issue.

Caretaker Education Minister Balochistan, Qadir Bakhsh Baloch
revealed that there was no toilet facility in 5716 government-run schools
of the province. Such data has been repeatedly shared by every new
education minister. Enough is enough, the rulers must go beyond state-
ments and translate their words into action.

Breaking the chains of illiteracy

The literacy rate in Balochistan is 46 percent as per statistics ob-
tained from the education department with 61 percent male and 29

tension as well as the
various trends associ-
ated due to this expan-
sive bounty.

It is the gift of na-
ture that we are turning
into a potential curse.

The documentation
of environmental laws is
insufficient and not in
currency thereby mak-
ing it less effective be-

percent female. If our government and p are
breaking the chains of illiteracy, then, they have to make sure the en-
rollment of every child in school and every teacher in class. This strat-
egy offers the panacea to this alarming problem.

Children of Balochistan also deserve better and the government
must launch a practical ed to enroll all out-of-school
children in the province. Otherwise, the impact of out-of-school chil-
dren is huge for the country and nation.

Al in education

By Faisal Bari:

g

.. more contextualised monitoring of progrcss
Lovesmaentsinari leaming, won’t be casy by students as well a

ing less

The inequality of
law with time and space
has made it hard for
implementing the envi-
ronmental restrain nec-
essary to cause a chance
that one would want to
see around intangible

cters.

Other than the
Balochistan Environ-
mental Protection Act
2012, there are no rules,
regulations, or Provin-
cial Environmental Qual-
ity Standards cver

ronment arenot systemi-
cally and institutionally
addressed.  Reason
would  demand
synergized level where
these various depart-
ments would focus on
working together with a
jointly hatched intu-
itional framework that
could allow for informa-
tion passage, initiatives
segmentation and avoid
parallelism in terms of
applications of actions.

This couldalso pro-
duce joint results and
could gauge the grey ar-
cas. The hollow base in
terms of legal terrain has
raised an infractious in-
stitutional  pyramid
which is aiming a cry in
the wilderness.

Balochistan is a
land of mysterious habi-
tat. Its environmental is-
sues are multifaceted.
The long coast remains
unwatched in terms of
coastal and marine life
preservation.

There is no docu-
mented study that has
yet scaled and mapped

®

for looking
at these parameters.
Rapid industrial-
ization along the
coast in Lasbella,
Gwadar districts
going unchecked

The rapid industrial-
ization along the coast
and especially in the
coastal districts of
Lasbella and Gwadar go
unchecked and are at
large as of this moment.
The industrialization is
good enough but its
goodness at the expense
of environmental degra-
dation would be a sorry
compromise we may be
intentionally or uninten-
tionally making up.

The Gaddani Ship-
breaking yard could one
day result as the Wuhan
of China as it hosts the
most hazardous activity
of shipbreaking which is
like inviting the thick dirt
of the world to our clean,
green, and serene shores.

The cost-benefit
analysis of this and other
such activities along the
cost remains something
yet to be done though it
has been so long to have

cause of

nuisance. The dearth of
amenities and facilities
of life and livelihood
have pushed the rural
populace to shift and
center around the urban
centers of which the pro-
vincial capital city of
Quetta takes precedence
over all othercities of the
province.

The city has deto-
nated into one large
stockpile of human pol-
lution without any town
planning, the invocation
of town management
rules, and facilities.

The air pollution
caused by transporta-
tion has been on the
ever-increasing rise with
no controls over the fit-
ness of vehicles plied on
the roads. The lack of
environmental fitness
verification and the cus-
tomary traffic licenses
by the police have
thrown the environmen-
tal hazards of pollution
in the backyard

Deforestation
another reason
for the environ-
mental woes of

Balochistan

hard to impl the
designs  of green
Balochistan

The institutional ca-
pacity of meeting up the
challenges has tobe well
complemented. Given
the typical public sector
organizational mode, it
would not be positive to
be expecting such a
grand change overight.

The use of technol-
ogy, science, and re-
search through profes-
sionals and academi-
cians has to form a lead-
ing front to guide the
entire body of the policy
cycle. It s late to attend
the call of change but it
would rather be more
chaotic if we still miss
this opportunity as we
missed others, many
times.
Environmental

Woes of

Balochistan

The writer is the Di-
rector-General Environ-
mental  Protection

>
2

cncy
Balochistan. Mr. Kakar
has been contributing to
xpress tribune and
other newspapers on
various issues

ficial intelligence are (o automate. The future ~ téachers (d
massive ($94 billion in being unknown, let us They open up doors for
2021 alone). They will see how technology de-  increasing outreach, re-
continue as people see  velops and is deployed. ~ducing the cost per stu-
profit-making potential Pakistan is not at dent and allowing more
in them. We have all the frontier of Aluse in ~student-specific learning

By Faisal Siddiqi:

heard the rhetoric that education. For now, its
Al is going to most common applica- Pakistan, with some
revolutionise many areas ~tion is seen in students 23 million out-of-school
and have amajor impact  using GPT-3 to do their children, faces signifi-
on jobs in several sec- cant issues regarding the
tors. quality of school educa-

Where it might in- essays. Professors are tion, and limited and low
crease marginal produc-  using Al-based systems ~enrolments at under-
tivity (output per to detect Al-generated graduate levels. It could
worker), it will automate  assignments/ assess- really benefit from ITS
jobs and thus replace ments. Themain concem but it is a distant pros-
workers. This is alrcady ~so far is the increase in pect. We need good
happening in some the incidence of cheat- internet connectivity for
spaces. ing. Submitting someone  this: we need students to

Al is expected to else’s workas one’s own have computers and tab-
have a large impact on is cheating and hurts the lets at home; we need
education too. There learning process. Stu- teachers who are tech-
were already over 30 dents, instead of trying savvy and are not afraid
multimillion-dollar- to understand a topic, ofwhatITS coulddo. We
funded Al-in-education ~submit something they need ITS that are much
corporations in 2022; might not even under- betterthan where they are
some analysts expect Al stand. The struggle is right now. They still have
in the education market not to stop students a long way to go before
to be worth more than from using Al but to they start delivering well
$20bn in less than five convince them to useit on the promise of

IN the bail petition of
Imran Khan and Shah
Mahmood Qureshi in
the ‘cipher case’, Justice
Athar Minallah, through
an order dated Dec 22,
2023, almost propheti-
cally observed: “Dis-
crimination or intimida-
tion on the basis of po-
litical opinions are alien
to the concept of genu-
ine elections and even
such a perception would
be sufficient to ... rel-
cgate it to the status of
sham elections [empha-
sis added].”
Furthermore, in the
*PTI level playing field
case’, Justice Mansoor
Ali Shah, through the
orderdated Dec 22, 2023,

years. for understanding con- ~personalisation ~and | while prima facie accept-
Butthesame appre-  cepts and deepening isation at low | ingthe fthe
PTlagainst the ECP, ob-

hensions surface in this  their learning instead of prices.
sectortoo. WhereAlcan ~ cheating. This is not a Existing ITS are bet-
help create more path- major issue. There are ~ter able to work in math-
ways for personalised programmes that detect ematics and physics, are
and lifelong leaming, it cheating and many pro- more geared towards spe-
will also automate a lot fessors use these. The cific task or skill learning,
of processes. Teachers ~cat-and-mouse game be- and more suited to prepa-
fear they might be ‘re- tween programmes that ration for specific exami-
placed’ by Al systems allow students to pro- nations. A lot of develop-
eventually. These appre- duce work without de- ment still needs to take
hensions are abit prema- tection and programmes  place before it is possible
ture. Al s still dc\'clop— that allow professors to to see them being used
ing and it is re-  detect cheating will con-  for educating out-of-
dictall that it wlllbe able tinue. Even before GPT, school children or ensur-
to eventually accom- we had issues of plagia- ing improved leaming for
plish. Although there are ~ rism. What are more in- millions of children.
carly indications that teresting, but have not There are also Al-as-
some teacher tasks can come to Pakistan in any sisted applications that
be automated, there is significant manner yei, allow language transla-
also a perception that are intelligent tutoring tion and/ or mathematics
certain functions that systems.[TSallowaper- learning. However, it is
teachers perform, and son-based introduction not clear if they assist
that are relevant to of information and then student learning or un-
socialisation and the de- personalised feedback ~dermine it by taking away
velopment of deeper, to students and the the need for learning.

served: “A level playing
field is essential for
healthy competition, en-
suring that elections are
a true reflection of the
people’s choice, rather
than the result of ma-
nipulation or coercion
[emphasis added]”.

Could anyone have
even imagined that, less
than amonth after these
two progressive Su-
preme Court orders, it
would be another SC
judgementwhich would
deny electoral participa-
tion to a national popu-
lar political party like the
PTI,by depriving its can-
didates of a common
election symbol?

A 12-member bench
ofthe SC in the landmark

Sham elections

“Benazir Bhutto symbols
case’ (1989) had held, in
essence, that symbols
are the very soul of elec-
tions and also a funda-
mental right of political
parties under Article 17
of the Constitution be-
cause they are central to
the voters’ right to iden-
tify and chose their pub-
lic representatives in the
less-educated societies
of South Asia.

It is precisely be-
cause of this undisputed
and entrenched consti-
tutional jurisprudence
that the Peshawar High
Court’s (PHC) brilliant
and courageous judge-
ment of Jan 12,2024 also
based its declaration and
direction to allot the elec-
tion symbolto the PTlon
the series of SC judge-
ments in the ‘Benazir
Bhutto political party
case’ (1988), ‘Benazir
Bhutto symbols case’
(1989) and the ‘Nawaz
Sharifcase’ (1993).

Constitutionally
speaking, and in terms of
binding judicial prece-
dents in Pakistan, there
can be no democracy
without party-based
elections, there can be
no elections without po-
litical parties, and there
can be no political party
participation in elections
without election sym-
bols.

The  Supreme
Court’s shortorder dated
Jan 13,2024 in the ‘PTI
election symbol case’,
which upholds the ECP
order of Dec 22, 2023,

denies the election sym-
bol to the PTI, and sets
aside the PHC judge-
‘ment, has given five main
reasons for its order.

Firstly, the SC rea-
sons thatthe PHC had no
territorial jurisdiction be-
cause petitions by the
PTI challenging the ear-
lier ECP order of Nov 23,
2023, declaring the PTI
intra-party elections of
June 10, 2022, illegal,
were pending in the
Lahore High Court.
Thus, the PTI should
have filed its petition
challenging the ECP or-
der of Dec 22, 2023, be-
forethe LHC.

But even this hyper-
technical objection is er-
roneous because the SC
itself accepts that both
the PHC and LHC had
concurrent jurisdiction
to examine the legality of
the ECP order of Dec 22,
2023. Moreover, the SC
has completely failed to
examine that, in terms of
the Salahuddin Tirmizi
SCjudgement (2008),it is
the PHC which had pri-
‘mary jurisdiction because
the ‘second-last petition
(No.5791-P/2023) with
regard to intra-party elec-
tion proceedings pend-
ing before the ECP was
filed in December 2023
before the PHC and not
the LHC.

Secondly, the SC
reasoned that the ECP
order denying the elec-
tion symbol fo the PTI
was not a case of
victimisation, because
the ECP had been calling

upon PTI to hold elec-
tions since May 24, 2021,
when the party was in
the federal government,
and 13 other parties’ in-
tra-party elections had
also not been accepted
by the ECP.

This SC reasoning is
erroneous for three rea-
sons: (a) only those who
are oblivious to events
throughout 2023 to date
would consider the ECP
as being fair towards the
PTI; (b) the SC judge-
ment of Dec 22, 2023 in
the “level playing field
case’ itself acknowl-
cdges the prima facie
validity of the unfair
treatment towards PTI;
(c) is the ECP action
against these 13 other
insignificant parties
even comparable to the
PTI’s case? Even other-
wise, 13 wrongs don’t
‘make it right.

Thirdly, it was said
there was no proof
showing even a sem-
blance of intra-party
elections being held. But
this was never even an
allegation by the ECP,
which had accepted that
intra-party elections
were held, but not in ac-
cordance with the PTI's
constitution. Therefore,
the SC had no jurisdic-
tion to give such a find-

g

Fourthly, few PTI
members were denied
nomination papers and
the election notice did
not mention the exact
venue in Peshawar and
even that venue was

changed. But this was
never even an allegation
made by the ECP. There-
fore, the SC had no juris-
diction to give such a
finding.

Fifthly, the PHC had
wrongly held that the
ECP did not have the ju-
risdiction to adjudicate
on the internal legality of
a political party’s intra-
party elections. But
rather precisely, the PHC
has held that Section 209
ofthe Election Act, 2017,
doesn’t conferany juris-
diction on the ECP to
question the substantive
and procedural internal
legality of such intra-
party elections. On the
other hand, the SC fails
to point out any provi-
sion which confers such
a substantive jurisdic-
tion. What is surprising
about the judgement is
that it contains no dis-
cussion atall on the fun-
damental right of a po-
litical party to an election
symbol based on the
“Benazir Bhutto symbols
case’ (1989) and other SC
cases

In the presence of
such a fundamental right
and judicial precedents,
it fails to consider
whether, on the basis of
‘major or minor irregulari-
ties in intra-party elec-
tions, the election party
symbol can be denied so
close to national elec-
tions, in effect banning
the party from participat-
ing in them. The SC
Jjudgement in the ‘PTI
election symbols case.

The bounced cheque

By Abdul Moiz Jaferii

after tasting prison food ing thousands of struc-
There are some with chicfjgupsucc Nikar, turesin Karachi for being
people who are born su-  and stood around when illegal. This was the kind
perheroes. Others have  the latter told off private  of superhero work which
superhero-ship thrust hospital owners and protected the paper plans
upon them, once a par- gave them advice on of cities at the expense of
ticular robe and wig be- what to wear whilston a  the people for whom the
comes theirs to wear. But  snap check of their pri- cities are planned. But
there are yet others who  vate property. Heenthu-  that didn’t faze justice
are natural sidekicks; siastically helped host ~ljaz Next came Umar Ata
those whose lot it is to the Saqib Nisar week- Bandial, and here the
let the superheroes re- end conferences on  sidekick took on arole far
ally shine, whilst they population control. He more equalto the hero’s.
keep to the background ~ was with the boss at the It also helped that there
and manage the admin. forefront of the dam- was an Imran Khan-led
Afterall, someonehasto ~ building effort. political party that kept
keep the bat cave clean Then came Gulzar asking the Bandial court
and ensure weapon refill - Ahmed, and Ijaz sahib political questions dis-
orders aren’t behind donned his boots and guised as requests for
schedule. Even the work hat, and promptly interpretive opinion.
batmobile needs servic- became a city engineer Turn by turn, ljaz sahib
ing. ljazul Ahsan was with the new hero in  helped rewrite the Consti-
Robinto the Batman that town. He helped the top ~ tution. When it came to
was Saqib Nisar. He judge point his magic implementing the opin-
went around tut-tutting wand left and right, fell- ion-based works of fic-

tion, he again helped
seat himself on the per-
manent three-member
bench which decided
the same situation in two
different ways depend-
ing on who petitioned it:
if Imran Khan was not
obeyed by his party, it
was a cancer affecting
the body politic; if
Chaudhry ~ Shujaat
Husain wasn’t obeyed,
dictatorships within po-
litical parties became the
cancer needing judicial
surgery.

Justice ljazalso has
several great achieve-
ments outside of the po-
litical arena. Such as
when he prompted jus-
tice Gulzar to add the
word “alleged” in refer-
ence to Matiullah Jan’s

abduction when Gulzar
sahib was dictating an
order. Or when he dis-
missed AbsarAlam’s pe-
tition against his removal
as Pemra chairman, be-
cause his lawyer was
absent due to being un-
well. Ijaz sahib decided
this  wasn’t  good
enough because there
was no medical certifi-
cate filed by the lawyer.
Who couldn’t file it be-
cause he was unwell.
His environment-
related record was equal
to his other feats. Justice
Ijaz was part of the bench
i ded

trous environmental im-
pact, and allowed for “de-
velopment’ to continue.
RUDA was a pet project
for Imran Khan, who
shot a video there pro-
‘moting it. Justice Thsan
talked the big talk when
he had another shoulder
to shoot over. He took
whatever was the flavour
of the moment and ran
with it as long as there
was someone running
ahead of him.

He tried his best not
to recuse himself from
the bench that was hear-
ing Jueuce Isa’s petition-

term as chief justice of
Pakistan. Justice Isa
fought and fought until
allof ljazsahib’s friends
couldn’tremove him.
Wickedness is a
myth invented by good
peopleto account for the
curious attractiveness of
others, said Oscar Wilde.
After Imran Khan was
deposed, ljaz sahib
strived hard to account
for his curious attrac-
tiveness. This journey
was a tough one, and
occurred after he realised
that an ousted Imran
Khan needed the consti-
tutional he

which
Lahore High Court order
declaring the Ravi Urban
Development Authority
project as land grabbed
from the poor with di

ing th ref-
erence ugaimi him when
it was pointed outthat he
would directly benefit
from justice Isa being re-
‘moved through a longer

g

had helped erode. The
hardest part of proving
it i ually curious at-
tractiveness must have
been when he joined

four other judges in de-
claring thé assumption
ofthe Army Act jurisdic-
tion over civilians as be-
ing illegal and the rel-
evant sections of the law
unconstitutional. Like
several of his other pro-
democracy decisions
that came after Imran
Khan needed them this
past year, no one took it
seriously, Not even his
brother judges at the
Supreme Court. Itis sur-
prising thatjustice Thsan
decided to take off the
gloves even before the
bell was rung. Even be-
fore the fight was an-
nounced. I wonder who
he was afraid of being
put up against. Perhaps
an carlier version of him-
self?
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Govt challenges IHC cypher trial ver-
dict in Supreme Court

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The federal govern-
ment has challenged
the Islamabad High
Court’s (IHC) 21 No- against a single-mem-
vember, 2023 decision berbench’s decision to
to annul the jail trial of - approve his jail trial in
PTI founder Imran the cypher case and
Khan in cypher case. the appointment of the

On 21 November judge to the special
last year, the IHC had court formed under
declared the proceed- the Official Secrets
ings of Imran Khan’s Act, 1923. Approving
trial conducted in jailin  the maintainability of
the cypher case asnull  the appeal, the court
and void. However, the  declared that the noti-
appointment of the fication issued by the
judge to the special lawministry on August
court formed under 29 -- which read that
the Official Secrets the Law and Justice
Act was held to be Division had “no ob-
valid. jection” to PTI
chairman’s trial in the
cypher case being
held at Attock jail --
was without lawful

Saman Rafat Imtiaz,
had pronounced the
verdict on Imran’s in-
tra-court  appeal

authority and no legal
effect “for want of an
order by the appropri-
ate government and
fulfilment of require-
ments provided in Sec-
tion 352 of the CrPC
[Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure] as well as
Rule 3 in Part-A of
Chapter-1 in Volume-
1II of the Rules and
Orders of the Lahore
High Court™.

In its short order,
the court also declared
the law ministry’s no-
tifications  about
Imran’s jail trial issued
on September 12, Sep-
tember 25, October 3,
and October 13 to be

“without lawful au-
thonty andno legal ef-
fect”

On Friday, the

federal government
challenged the IHC
order in the Supreme
Court through Raja
Rizwan Abbasi advo-
cate, praying the apex
court to annul the IHC
verdict, arguing the
high court did not
analyse the facts cor-
rectly.

The federal gov-
ernment further said
that the THC has no
authority to abolish the
status of the special
court. It its challenge,
the federal govern-
ment made PTI
founder and judge
Abual Hasnat as re-
spondents along with
FIA director general,
Islamabad IG chief
and deputy commis-
sioners.

An IHC division
bench, comprising Jus-
tice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb and Justice

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Fmance, Revenue and Economic Affairs, Dr. Shamshad AKhtar chairing|
[a meeting on drugs pricing mechanism.

US lawmakers avert damaging govern-
ment shutdown

to colleagues.

"Because  both
sides have worked to-
gether, the government
will stay open. Services
willnotbe disrupted. We
will avoid a needless di-
saster."

The short-term fix
was pitched after nego-
tiations on a full-year
budget were stalled by
the demands of House
Republicans for deep
spending cuts and
sweeping immigration
reforms that are dead on
arrival in the more mod-
erate Senate.

Under the agree-
ment, services and ad-
ministration related to
agriculture, energy and

WASHINGTON (INP):
The US Congress green-
lit temporary funding
Thursday to thwart a
partial government shut-
down that threatened the
functions of multiple key
federal agencies and
could have seen thou-
sands of employees sent
home without pay.

With large sections

tinuing resolution" was
pitched by leaders in the
upper chamber as public
workers were preparing
to be sent home unpaid,
upending government
functions from military
operations to food aid to
federal policymaking.
Complicating the
negotiations, forecasts
for a brutal winter storm
ofthe government due to ~ curtailed the lawmakers'
close at the end of Fri- work, with Congress an-
day, nouncing that it would
the Houseof Repre-  be closed for business
sentatives voted to keep  all day Friday.
the lights for at least an- "We have good
other six weeks, approv-  news for America: There
ing a measure that had  will not be a shutdown
advanced earlier from on Friday," Democratic
the Senate. Senate leader Chuck
The last-ditch "con-  Schumersaid ina speech

North Korea tests underwater nuclear
weapon system

year, Pyongyang said it

had carried out multiple
tests of a purported un-
derwater nuclear attack
drone -- a different ver-
sion of the Hail, which
means tsunami in Ko-
rean -- claiming it could

water, military construc-
tion and veterans' pro-
grams, transport and
housing --all due to grind
to a haltat the weekend -
- will be funded until
March 1

The military, Justice
Department, border secu-
rity, Congress and many
other federal agencies
and departments were
due to run out of money
at the start of February
but will now be able to
function until March 8.

That will give law-
makers more time to set
the full-year budget in
line with spending limits
that Democrats and Re-
publicans agreed to last
year.

PYONGYANG(INP):
North Korea said Friday
that it had tested an "un-
derwater nuclear
weapon system" in re-
sponse to joint naval ex-
ercises by Washington,
Seouland Tokyo that in-

ships from the three hostile military maneu-
countries, including the  vers of the navies of the
aircraft carrier USS Carl  US and its allies," the
Vinson. Pyongyang said ~spokesman said.

Friday the drills "consti- Recent months have
tuted a cause of further seen a sharp deteriora-
destabilising the regional tion in long-tense ties
situation, and theyarean  between the two Koreas,

volved a US nuclear- unleash a "radioactive act of seriously threat- with both sides jettison-
powered aircraft carrier.  tsunami", ening the security” of ing key tension-reduc-
The drills were "se- Analysts  have the North, the defence ing agreements, amping

riously threatening the
security" of the North,
50 in spons:

Pyongyang "conducted
an important test of its
underwater nuclear
weapon system 'Haeil-5-
23 under development
in the East Sea of Korea,"
according to a statement
from the defence minis-
try carried by state news
agency KCNA. Early last

questioned  whether
Pyongyang has such a
weapon. Earlier this
week, South Korea, the
United States and Japan
carried out joint naval
drills in waters off south-
ern Jeju Island, which
they said were in re-
sponse to North Korea's
Sunday launch of a hy-
personic missile. The
drills involved nine war-

ministry spokesman
said, according to
KCNA. North Korea's
own test-- the exact date
of which was not given -
- ensured "our army’s
underwater nuke-based
countering posture is
being further rounded
off and its various mari-
time and underwater re-
sponsive actions will
continue to deter the

up frontier security, and
conducting live-fire drills
along the border.

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un last week
declared the South his
country's "principal en-
emy", jettisoned agen-
cies dedicated to reunifi-
cation and outreach and
threatened war over
"even 0.001 mm" of terri-
torial infringement.

[DOHA: SAPM Jawad Sohrab Malik meets Qatar's Minister of State for Interior Al’fmrs, Sheikh
| Abdulaziz bin Falsal Al Thani.

Rawalpindi administration conducts
operation illegal housing scheme

RAWALPINDI Liaquat Ali Chatta,
(INP): In adherenceto alongside Director
the directives of the General RDA,
Divisional Intelli; Deputy C isSi
Committee, a task Rawalpindi,and CPO
force conducted raids Rawalpindi, was over-
on four site offices in seeing the operation
Chakri main stop, againstillegal housing
Mouz Rajar, Main societies. DGRDA
Chahan Bazar, and Mohammad  Saif
Sangral near Milo Anwar Jappa stated
Mor (Jarar Camp), that the grand opera-
Mouz Raja, and tion, guided by Com-
Sangral Tehsil missioner
Rawalpindi. The op- Rawalpindi's instruc-
eration targeted the il-  tions, aims to curb
legal housing scheme, fraud in illegal housing
Khayaban Iftikhar, schemes and protect
leading to the removal  citizens from exploita-
of promotional pina- tion.
flexes. The move comes
Commissioner in response to public
Rawalpindi Division,

complaints about the
Posters urge IIOJK people to pay tributes to

martyrs, observe Jan 26 as Black Day
SRINAGAR (INP): the

tices were served to
owners and sponsors
of these housing
schemes, instructing
them to cease illegal
advertisements, book-
ings, and development.

The operation
team, including Assis
tant Dircctor Planning
Mehwish Naseem,
police teams from
Chontra Rawalpindi
and Wah Chakri police
stations, RDA scheme
and building inspec-
tors, district council in-
spector, representa-
tives of district admin-
istration, and other
team members jointly
executed the extensive
operation.

illegal occupation by
owners of such hous-
ingschemes. Smngent
action is p

against those resorting
to forceful land occu-
pation. Legal posses-
sion has been granted
to owners of housing
schemes with com-
pleted legal documen-
tation, and the RDA
regularly issues press
releases for public

Citizens are urged
not to invest in illegal
housing schemes and
advised to refer to the
RDA website
(www.rda.gop.pk) for
approved housing
schemes. Earlier no-

ing the so-called In- Meanwhile, violating the basic po-

Posters have ap- dianRepublic Daycel- Jammu Kashmir Na- litical and democratic
peared in Indian ille- ebrations in IIOJK a tional Front spokes- rights of the Kashmiri
gally occupied Jammu - cruel joke, the posters,  person Haseeb Waniin - people.""

He said that de-
spite the promises of
holding a free, fair and
impartial plebiscite to

and Kashmir urging the
people to pay tributes
to martyrs and ob-
serve India's Republic
Day on 26 January as
Black Day.

rding  to
Kd;hmw Media Ser-
vice, the posters,
pasted on pillars, poles
and walls in different
areas of the territory,
said the purpose ofthe
paying tributes to the
Kashmiri martyrs and
observing 26 January
as Black Day is to reg-
ister their protest
against the forcible oc-
cupation of their moth-
erland by India. Term-

Huthi missiles hit another US ship in
Gulf of Aden

flagged, US-Owned, UKMTO, without
Huthi rebels claimed Greek-operated identifying the vessel,
another attack on a tanker" on Thursday also reported an inci-
US ship early Friday, night. dent in the same area, The Huthi state-
after the United States "The crew ob- addinginabulletinthat ment said the rebels
launched served the missiles im-  the "vessel and crew were acting against

fresh strikes on pact the water near are safe, vessel pro- "the oppression of the
rebel targets over their the ship. There were ceeding to next port". Palestinian people in
aggression towards noreported injuries or The Huthis have the Gaza Strip and
vessels in and around damage to the ship," launched numerous within the response to
the Red Sea. the command said on attacks onships inthe the American-British

While the Iran- social media platform waters around Yemen aggression against our
backed rebels main- X. since the warin Gaza country".

tained they had struck
Y TENDER NOTICE =

the commercial vessel
in the Gulf of Aden, 1T D:

i supply of following items. TSE-232401372271 Note: In All
the US military later Procurements of GOB Whather Through Electronic or Manual
said the group’s mis- 8id Submission, It is Mandatory For All Bidders to Get
siles had missed their

displayed by All Par-
ties Hurriyat Confer-
ence and other
Hurriyet organizations
in different parts of
the territory, read that
India should read the
clear message from
the people of Kashmir
that they have always
rejected its illegal oc-
cupation.

The posters, also
circulating on social
media, have further
asked the people to
hold special prayers
for the Kashmiri mar-
tyrs on the anniversa-
ries of these massa-
cres.

astatement in Srinagar
appealed to the
Kashmiri people to ob-
serve India's Republic
Day as Black Day, allow the people of
eaymg that the fascist Kashmir decide their
try, whicl - political destiny, the In-
n|Ld(hLbda|(, rightsof dian rulers have re-
the people of Jammu sorted to violent
and Kashmir, has no means to suppress the
justification to cel- aspirations of the
ebrate its Republic Kashmiri people by
Day in the occupied force.

territory. Condenming He also urged the
India's illegal and international commu-
forced occupation of nity to take serious
Jammu and Kashmir, notice of India's illegal
he said, "For the past occupation of Kashmir,
several decades, the which is the main
Indian forces have cause of unrest in the
been badly involvedin region.

af
9

SANA"A: Yemen's erupted on October 7
with Hamas's bloody

attack on Israel.

Continued Huthi
aggression against
vessels in and around
the Red

Sea has led to
strikes. in Yemen by

GOB. TenderFee Rs.500/-

SLAMABAD: Federal Secretary for Interior Aftab Akbar Durraniin ameeting with UNHCR Repre-
sentative Philippa Candler.
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website Marine Traf-
fic said the Chem
Ranger was a chemi-
cal tanker sailing from
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia,

tion against an Ameri-
can ship" -- identified
as the Chem Ranger -
- "with several appro-
priate naval missiles,

y
evaluztion the bidding i shallbe declered as in-elighle and non-
responsive. Submission of the required Bidding document Fee. Must

S Pt . agree {o serve the contract within 30 (mention Days). The bidder

resulting in direct hits". - to Kuwait. » ‘must have functinal corporate ofice in Quetla. As fequired by the
It did not give a British maritime Data-sheet. i
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lanes. cal tanker sailing the | <oy bank Tender Documents: The bicing documents can

The US military's
Central Command,

same route had re-
ported an incident
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ship
event," it said. Emal khanengrg@gmail com
The British mari-

time security agency

ballistic missiles at M/
V Chem Ranger, a
Marshall  Island-

SECTION OFFICEf
EAND. \T DEPARTMENT

Publish by Asim Khan at C-7 Kabir Building Printed at AlSaeed Printing Press Mando khail Plaza Mission Road Quetta.



DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Saturday,January,20,2024

Polio programme official killed, cop injured

BAJAUR: A polio
programme official was killed
and a policeman sustained inju-
ries on Friday after unidentified
assailants opened fire on a ve-
hicle in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Bajaur district.

Station House Officer
(SHO) of Mamond Police Sta-
tion Dilawar Khan told
Dawn.com that unknown per-
sons opened fire on Dr Abdul
Rehman’s vehicle when he was
coming back from the District
Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital
Khar in the Tarkhoo area of
Mamond Tehsil.

The SHO said the doctor
was the coordinator of the po-
lio immunisation programme in
Bajaur. According to Rescue
1122 Media Coordinator
Ibraheem Khan, the teams pro-
vided medical aid to the injured
persons and shifted them to
DHQ Khar in critical condition.

The facility’s medical su-
perintendent, Dr Wazir Khan,
said Rehman succumbed to his
injuries and passed away.

Last week, two people
were injured when a bomb
planted on the roadside hit a

vehicle in the Bajaur tribal dis-
trict

At the start of January, at
least seven policemen on polio
duty were killed and more than
20 were injured in the bomb at-
tack on a police vehicle in the
Billoot area of Mamond tehsil.

So far, 109 people have
been killed in polio-related inci-
dents since 2012, according to
a report, which puts the num-

in firing on vehicle in Bajaur

ber of injuries suffered by po-
licemen and polio workers at
162 during this period. It said
that a total of 13 people were
kidnapped during vaccination
drives.

e total number of killed
and injured remained at 284, in-
cluding 166 policemen, 87

health workers and 31 civilians.
They included 255 men and 29
women. NEWS DESK

< = °
QUETTA: A group photo features Caretaker Chicf Minister Balochistan, Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki, together with students during the distribution ceremony of scholarship checks under the
Ba.lochismn Education Endowment Fund.

Faizabad commission: SC to hear ex-
tension plea next week

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Su-
preme Court (SC) will take up the
federal government’s plea seck-
ing an extension in the

‘ 1. = ‘
NASEERABAD: Deputy Commissioner Batul Asadi presides over ameeting dedicated to prepara-
tions for the upcoming general elections.

Pak-US relations set on boosting economy,
trade: Masood Khan

WASHINGTON (INP): Paki-

stan-US relations are strength-

ening in both security and non-

security areas, with a special

focus on investment and trade
ion that i

ington D.C.

The club's International
Committee had invited Ambas-
sador Masood Khan to speak
ona rdc array of subjects.

T

utility of the recently launched
platform of the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council
(SIFC), Ambassador Masood
Khan has said.

“We must be partners ...
we must continue to talk to
each other and resolve issues
that would hinder peace and
security in the region, but, more
importantly, we must develop
people-to-people contacts and
increase economic coopera-
tion”, the Pakistani envoy told
a large audience in the presti-
gious University Club in Wash-

comprised
members of the think-tank

recently renewed Pakistan-
U.S. Science and Technology
Cooperation Agreement trans-
formative and stressed that its
potential should be fully utilized
for higher education, research
and development, and techno-

en-
trepreneurs, opinion makers,
and the media.

Highlighted the importance
of Pak-US relations, the am-
bassador cited the presence of
80 US companies in Pakistan,
he said that the US has a
standing advantage because of
it's companies’ experience in
Pakistan spanning decades and

logical
Identifying the sectors of
agriculture, energy, IT, and min-
eral exlmclion, Masood Khan
h

’s tenure probing the
Faizabad sit-in, next week.

The committee was sched-
uled to submit its report in the third
week of January.

On January 8, the commission
investigating the Faizabad Inter-
change sit-in in Islamabad,
sought a month extension from
the Supreme Court (SC) to com-
plete the probe.

According to details, the fed-
eral government submitted a for-
mal request to Supreme Court
(SC), seeking extension to com-
plete the probe and identify those
who planned, financed, and sup-
ported the 2017 Faizabad sit-in.

Athree-member bench of the
Supreme Court will take up the
pleanext week.

The committee has so far
summoned former ISI director-

general LtGeneral (retired) Faiz
Hameed, former prime ministers
Shahid Khagan Abbasi, Shehbaz
Sharif and others.

Earlier on Jan 5, former dircc-
tor general IS] retired Lt-Gen Faiz
Hameed submitted a written re-
sponse to the inquiry commis-
sion. The federal government had
established this Faizabad commis-

sion, headed by retired Inspector  t

General Akhtar Ali Shah, in re-
sponse to the Supreme Court’s
rejection of the Fact-Finding
Committee report.

Constituted under Section 3
of the Pakistan Commission of
Inquiry Act, 2017, the commission
is led by Syed Akhtar Ali Shah, a
former civil servant, who also
served as Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
police chicf. It also comprises
Tahir Alam Khan, also a former
police officer, and Khushal Khan,
an additional secretary atthe Min-
istry of Interior.

Back on November 08, 2017,

Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP)
organized a sit-in at Faizabad in-
terchange against the amend-
ments in the Election Bill 2017,
changing the word oath to decla-
ration.

The protesters demanded
the resignation of Minister for
Law and Justice Zahid Hamid to
“protect the identity of the coun-
»_As a result of the protest,
the then PML-N government had
to sack its law minister Zahid
Hamid. The Supreme Court had
taken suo motu notice of the sit-
inon November21,2017.

Later, adivision bench led by
Justice Qazi Faez Isaon February
6,2019 unveiled its verdict in the
sit-in case, criticizing the role of
intelligence agencies in the saga.

Soon afterassuming office of
the chiefjustice of Pakistan (CJP)
in Septemberthis year, Justice Isa
listed for hearing the petitions that
had been filed against the SC’s
February 2019 verdict.

Engineering and Healthcare Show, kicks
with largest Chinese delegation

LAHORE (INP): The 3rd edition
of thy ineering and Healthcare

shops that will highlight the lat-
est ics and i

e E;
Show, 2024, kicked offon January
18 in Lahore with the arrival of a
high-level Chinese delegati

in engineering and healthcare.
From state-of-the-art medical

including 150 plus Chinese com-
panies are participating in the ex-
hibition. It will open endless op-
portunities for the Engineering

and healths ofthe coun-

Muhammad Irfan Commercial
Counselor, Consultant General of
Guangzhou, told China Economic
Net that the Chinese delegation,
consisting of renowned engineers
and healthcare professionals, ar-
rived in Lahore yesterday to par-
ticipate in the show and the del-
egation is expected to share their
expertise and during

en-
gineering projects, attendees will
have the opportunity to witness
the future of these industries™, he

stated.

try”, he added. Dr. Jian Peng, the
leader of the Chinese delegation
from Guangzhou and Honorary In-
vestment Counselor, expressed
his about the show

Show is the ﬂagshlp event of the
Trade Development Authority of
Pakistan, This year, more than 180
leading | manufacturcrs of Engi-

the event.
“The show features various
seminars, and work-

d the ti d
potential for investors to invest
in Pakistan through the Special
Investment Facilitation Coun-
cil (SIFC

“We also need to collabo-
rate in the realm of
bles, | educa-

theirexisting i infra-
structure in the country.

In the field of education
and technology, he termed the

tion, and IT sector, particularly
in the field of Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al).

Pakistani rupee’s gradual rise against US

dollar continues

ISLAMABAD (INP): The

Pakistani rupee recorded an-
other appreciation in its value
against the US dollar in the in-
terbank market on Friday de-
spite a health y drop in the
country’s forex reserves.
According to the figures

made available by the forex
traders the local currency
went up by 38 paisas against
the greenback and was cur-
rently being traded at
Rs279.60. On Thursday, the
Pakistan had registered back-
to-back gains agamst the US
dollar, appreciating 0.04% in
the interbank nurku settling
for the day at Rs279.98.

INASEERABAD: Caretaker Provincial Interior Minister Captain (R) Muhammad Zubair Jamali is
visiting the District Jailin Dera Murad Jamali.

The latest rupee apprecia-
tion came as Pakistan’s foreign
exchange reserves, held by the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
reached $8,027.4 million, down
1.6% week-on-week.

As of the week ended
January 12, 2024, the SBP’s
foreign currency reserves

stood at $8,027.4 million, mark- 202

inga $127 million decline com-
pared to the previous week’s
total of $8,154.8 million. The
central bank cited debt repay-
ments as the reason for the
decrease in reserves. Total lig-
uid foreign currency reserves
ofthe country, inclusive of the
reserves held by commercial

banks, amounted to $13,145.1
million. Ofthese, the commer-
cial banks had net reserves of
$5,117.7 million. The SBP’s re-
serves cumulatively rose $1.32
billion in the prior two weeks,
which reflected a rebound
from almost six-month low of
$6.9 billion hit on December 15,
3. The reserves grew on the
back of official inflows com-
ing from multilateral creditors.
This helped the country to meet
the International Monetary
Fund’s (IMF) end-December
quarterly target of net foreign
assets, according to industry
sources and local research
houses.

are

ex]—ubllmg lheu’pmducle
Besides, more than 500 for-

cign delegates from 50+ countries

and the potential for collaboration
between Pakistan and China.

““Pakistan has shown remark-
able progress in the fields of en-
gincering and healthcare, and we
are eager to explore opportunities
for mutual growth and develop-
ment.”

QUETTA Head of Natmnalparty DrAbdul Malik Baloch addressing a press con-
ference.

ICCI, UNICEF sign MoU to empower
marginalized people economically

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI) and
the United Nations Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF)
on Friday signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)
to enhance bilateral coopera-
tion for economic empower-
ment of marginalized people
and to make progress towards
achieving Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) in Paki-
stan.

President ICCI Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawri and Repre-
sentative UNICEF Pakistan
Abdullah A. Fadil signed the
agreement during a ceremony
held at ICCL

Addressing the MoU sign-
ing ceremony, Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari lauded the efforts
of UNICEF Pakistan to ad-
dress issues in health, educa-
tion, child protection, skills de-
velopment, climate change,
nutrition, water, sanitation, hy-

gieneand social protection and
other fields.

He assured that ICCI
would support UNICEF in its
initiatives to advance children’s
rights and economic empow-
erment of neglected segments
of socicty. Ahsan Zafar said
that ICCI would mobilize its
members to support UNICEF
and facilitate partnerships be-
tween ICCI members and
UNICEF in areas of interest
for the well-being and welfare
of poor people.

UNICEF Representative
in Pakistan, Abdullah A. Fadil
thanked ICCI for signing the
MoU and added that UNICEF
Pakistan would like to
strengthen its cooperation with
ICCI to undertake joint initia-
tives in the areas of education,
youth entrepreneurship, climate
change, and others. He said
that UNICEF will provide
technical support to ICCI in
sensitizing the business com-

munity for better protection of
children’s rights and bringing
out-of-school children to the
formal education system.

The ICCI and UNICEF
will advocate jointly for the for-
mulation of conducive policies
and regulatory frameworks for
creating an enabling environ-
ment to promote business and
investment activities, empower
marginalized people of society,
and improve their living stan-
dards.

Engr. Azhar ul Islam Zafar
Vice President ICCI, Khalid
Igbal Malik Group Leader,
Zafar Bakhtawari former
President ICI & Secretary
General UBG Pakistan, Ms.
Josiane Khoury Partnerships
Manager UNICEF, Fasech
Ullah Khan, Magsood Tabish,
Raja Muhammad Imtiaz,
Sheikh Muhammad Ejaz, Ch.
Muhammad Ali, Khalid
Chaudhry and others were also
present on the occasion.




