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Bloodied Coal: Miners Pay the
Price in Balochistan

DUKKI: The air in Dukki,
Balochistan, hangs heavy with
gricf. Three coal miners, nameless
in the face of statistics, lic cold,
their lungs choked by the very
carth that sustained them. Meth-
anc gas, their silent enemy,
claimed them in the bowels of a
neglected mine, another grim
chapter in the ongoing saga of
Balochistan’s mining tragedies.

Broken Widows And
Orphans Left Behind

It wasn’t a surprise, just an-
other predictable verse in a famil-
far dirge.

Build-up of methane, out-
dated equipment, inadequate
ventilation — these are not mere
technicalities;

they are the grim realities
ctched on the faces of widows
and orphans left behind.

Mine Owners Priori-
tize Profits Over
Human Lives

This isn’t just an accident;
it's a a bloody bill

for years of apathy and greed.
Contractors and mine owners,
their pockets lined with black gold
turn a blind eye to safety norms,
prioritizing profit over human lives.

The Mines Act Balochistan,
a mere whisper on paper, gathers
dustin the face of unchecked ava-
rice.

The government, the sup-
posed custodian of lives, stands
accused of abysmal negligence.
Its regulatory teeth are dulled by
corruption and indifference. In-
spections become formalities, re-
ports gather dust, and miners ‘de-
scend into the earth, not as work-
ers, but as sacrificial lambs.

A Broken System
Dukki’s tragedy isn’t an iso-

2 Killed In

BOLAN: In a shocking
incident, two lives were cut
short by unidentified assailants
in the Dhadar area, sending
shockwaves through the com-
munity.

The victims, identified as
Jafar Khan Kalui and Hazar
Khan Kahiri residents of Naari,
fell victimto the indiscriminate
firing. Theincident has plunged
the locality into a state of panic
and fear.

The bodies of the deceased
have been swiftly transported
to Civil Hospital Dhadar,
where authorities are working
diligently to unravel the circum-

A coalminer

i T district

lated incident; it's a microcosm of

alochistan’s mining woes.
Quetta, Hamai, Mach — cach re-
gion bears thescars of similar trag-
edies, cach miner’s death amonu-
‘ment to a broken system.

The human cost is incalcu-
Iable. Families shattered, dreams
extinguished, futures choked by
the dust of despair.

Children become the bread-
winners, innocence traded for
picks and shovels in the endless
struggle for survival.

The cries of the bereaved,
the outrage of activists, the de-
mands for justice — these are the
sparks that can ignite change.

We, the collective con-
science, must hold the powerful
accountable. We must demand
stricter regulations, enforced with
an iron fist. We must invest in
technology, training, and proper
equipment. We must honor the
miners not just in death, but in
life, by guaranteeing them the
right to return home, not in body
bags, but with heads held high,

Responsible Must  ignity intact.
Be Accountable R ber Names Of
Butamidst thedarkness, em-  Viners Who Lost Lives

bers of hope flicker.

Dukki’s darkness must not
shroud our vision.  Let this trag-
edy be the catalyst, the turning
point in the fi tht for the safety

’s

8000 CCTV Cameras To
Be Installed on Feb 8 in

Balochistan
Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA:

ernment has taken a significant step
towards ensuring the integrity of the
upcoming general elections in the
province by deciding to install 8,000
CCTV cameras. This decision, made
during a high-level meeting chaired by
Caretaker Chief Minister Mir Ali
Mardan Khan Domki at the CM Sec-
retariat in Quetta, reflects the com-
mitment to a transparent and impar-
tial electoral process.

‘The meeting, attended by pro-

areas. pro-
visions for heavy machinery in dis-
tricts prone to snowfall, such as Ziarat
and other cold regions, were dis-
cussed to ensure logistical challenges
are effectively managed.

Conducive Atmo-
sphere Exists For
Elections: CM

Caretaker Chief Minister Domki

incial
visional commissioners, depulycom—
missioners, and senior police officials,

the urgency of immedi-
ate action on proposed measures to
address the shortage of security per-
sonnel. He the impor-

focused on mea-
sures at sensitive polling stations
across Balochistan. The ed in-
stallation of CCTV cameras at these
key locations aims to closely moni-
tor and safeguard the electoral pro-
ceedings, fostering an environment of
faimess.

Peaceful Elections
Priority Of Govern-
ment: Domki

and dignity of ‘min-
ers.

Let theirextinguished lamps
become beacons, guiding us to-
wards a future where every de-
scent into the earth is not a
gamble with death, buta promise
of a safe return.

Remember their names, not
just as statistics, but as human
beings who deserved better. Re-
member their sacrifice, not with
platitudes, but with action,

Let Dukki’s darkness be the
spark that ignites the flame of
change.

Acknowledging the progress
made in preparing for peaceful clec-
tions, commissioners and deputy
commissioners briefed Caretaker
Chief Minister Domki on ongoing ef-
forts.

tance of creating a conducive envi-
ronment that addresses concerns
raised by candidates and citizens. Ad-
ministrative officers were urged to
formulate comprehensive plans tai-
lored to regional conditions, with a
primary focus on restoring peace and
security.

Continuingcoordination among
law enforcement agencies was empha-
sized, with the Caretaker Chief Min-
ister highlighting proactive steps be-
ing taken daily toresolve challenges.
Emphasizing the commitment to a
peaceful election process, officials
were directed to address concerns
promptly, fostering an environment
where voters can cast their ballots
without fear.

with
the arrangements in place and empha-
sized the need for finalizing all as-
pects to ensure transparency and im-
partiality throughout the province.
Addressing concerns about the
secure and timely delivery of election
‘materials, the meeting outlined plans
for helicopter transport o remote and

As up for the
upcoming elections, the government’s
comprehensive approach and strate-
gic decisions aim to instill confidence
in the electoral process. Prioritizing
security and transparency at every
step, these measures reflect a com-
mitment to a fair and democratic elec-
tion in the province.

‘4 survivors’ after Russian jet
crashes in Afghan mountains

News Desk: Fourpeople sur-
vived and two are unaccounted
for after a Russian plane crashed

in mountainous northeastern Af-
ghanistan, the air transport
agemy Rosaviatsia said on Sun-

day. The Falcon 10 business je
was believed to be carrying six
people on a hospital flight from
India to Uzbekistan and Russia
before communication was lost on
Saturday evening.

“Of the six people on board
the aircraft, tentatively, four are
alive. They have various injurics.
The fate of two people is being
clarified,” Rosaviatsia said, citing
the Russian embassy in Afghani-
stan.

The RIA Novosti news
agency said two passengers were
Russians, one who was seriously
ill, and the other her husband who

had paid for the flight.

The two-engine plane was
built by France’s Dassault in 1978
and owned by a company called
Athletic Group and a private indi-
vidual. A provincial government
official in Afghanistan told AFP
the aircraft came down in
Badakhshan province, which bor-
ders China, Tajikistan and Paki-
stan. The area ofthe crash is eight
hours by road from the provincial
capital Faizabad, said Zabihullah
Amiri, head of the provincial in-
formation department. Russian in-
vestigators announced the open-
ing of a probe into the cause of
the crash. The mighty Hindu Kush
mountain range cuts through the
province, which is home to
Afghanistan’s highest peak,
Mount Noshag, at 7,492 metres
(24,580 feet) tall.

NP Leaders Akram Dashti,
Lala Rasheed Unharmed In
Turbat Attack

From Our Correspondent:

TURBAT: Unidentified
assailants targeted the convoy
of National Party candidate
and former minister Lala
Rashid, along with Senator
Kehda Akram Dashti, in the
Dasht Khadan area.

The assailants opened
fire on the convoy, specifically
targeting Lala Rashid and
Senator Dashti.

Fortunately, the advanced
bulletproof technology of their
vehicle thwarted the attack,
with the bullets striking the
front glass but causing no in-
juries.

The incident occurred
amidst heightened tensions in
the area, as this comes shortly
after the unfortunate attack on
former Senator Aslam Bilidi,
a candidate of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz in the
National Assembly. Bilidi sus-
tained injuries in an attack that
took place in Turbat.

In response to the latest

incident, local authorities and
security forces swiftly reached
the scene, initiating a thorough
investigation into the matter.

The motive behind the at-
tack remains unclear, and ef-
forts are underway to identify
and apprehend the perpetra-
tors responsible for this bra-
zen act of violence against
political figures.

stances surrounding this tragic

event. Dr. Saifullah Marri, the

Medical Superintendent, con-

firmed the identities ofthe vic-

tims and expressed deep con-

dolences to their families.
Law

Dhadar District Kachhi Attack

From Our Correspondent:

growing demand for increased
security measures in the area
to prevent further acts of vio-
lence.

The local authorities are
urged to address the concerns

agen-
ciesareactively involved in the
investigation, seeking to un-
cover the motives behind this
senseless act of violence. The
community is urged to remain
vigilant and cooperate with au-
thorities during this challenging
time.

As the residents grapple
with the aftermath of this un-
fortunate incident, there is a

of promptly and
ensure the safety and well-be-
ing of the residents.

‘This heartbreaking incident
serves as a somber reminder
of the need for collective ef-
forts to maintain peaceand se-
curity within our communities.

The community stands
united in grief, and support for
the affected families is pour-
ing in fromall quarters.
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Quetta Safe City Project: Watch-
ful Dawn Breaks Over City
Scarred by Tragedy

Editorial:

For too long, Quetta has borne the scars of tragedy etched deep in its heart.
From the reverberations of the Civil Hospital blast that snatched innocent
lives lawyers to the chilling silence left by the Police Training College massa-
cre, the city has known the harsh sting of terror. But amidst the echoes of pain,
a beacon of hope ignites — the Quetta Safe City Project.

This ambitious initiative, finally nearing completion, stands as a testa—
mentto the city’s resilience and th ’s unwavering
its safety. Over 1,400 watchful eyes, embodied in cutting-edge cameras, mu
soon peer across 255 key locations, woven into a protective tapestry that will
blanket the city. No longer will shadows play host to hidden menace, for Quetta’s
streets will be bathed in the unforgiving light of vigilant technology.

“This symphony of Qafely transcends mere hardware. It’s a collaborative

y the by the expertise of
the National Information chhnology Board, and played by the dedicated in-
struments of law enforcement agencies. Together, they harmonize into a pow-
erful chorus of protection, its melody drowning out the discordant notes of
fear.

But this fortress of safety is not an imported mancl it’s a local master-
piece, crafted by the ingenuity of Quetta’s own s
command centér, a nerve center pulsating with d
cate network of cameras, the project hums with the heartbeat of self-reliance.
This is not just technology: it’s a declaration of a city refusing to be defined by
its past, choosing instead to forge a future bright with safety and hope.

As the project prepares to unveilits might, Quetta residents whisper dreams
of nights untroubled by anxiety, of carefree laughter echoing through bustling
markets, and of evenings where children play unafraid beneath the watchful
gaze of technology’s sentinels. The Quetta Safe City Project is not justa shield
against threats; it’s a bridge to a future where trust flourishes between citizens
and law enforcers, paving the way for a dawn of peace and prosperity.

However, the marathon towards a truly safe haven requires unwavering
commitment. The government must be the unwavering torchbearer, ensuring
the project’s lifeblood of resources flows uninterrupted. Law enforcement agen-
cies must be the agile runners, adapting their strategies to dance in perfect
step with technology’s swift thythm.

The Quetta Safe City Project is more than just circuits and wires; it’s a
poem of possibility etched in the city’s soul. As the cameras begin their vigil,
let us remember that the true poem is penned not by technology, but by the
collective will to write a new chapter for Quetta. Together, let us turn the final
page on fear and open the first chapter of a safe, vibrant future for this city,
rising from the ashes of tragedy to become a fortress of safety under a hopeful
sky.

This editorial acknowledges the tragic past of Quetta while celebrating
the preeenl progress and the collective to ensure
the project’s success. It uses evocative language and imagery to paint a hope-
ful picture of the future and expresses appreciation for the government’s pro-

A FTER a lengthy trial
in an anti-terrorism
court, followed by the
rejection of appeals from
superior courts, the kill-
ersof Sarfraz Shah, who
‘was shot by paramilitary
forces in 2011, finally
appealed to the presi-
dent of Pakistan for a
pardon under Article 45

of the Constitution.
When the President’s
House denied their ap-
pealin 2018, it was a sig-
Rificant step towards re-
storing the confidence
of ordmary citizens in
the existing justice sys-
tem. In aslmllar incident
in 2020, the arrest of a
Frontier Corps soldier
for the killing of a uni-
versity student in
Turbat, Balochistan,
proved to be a signifi-
cant confidence-build-
ing measure between
the local populace and
the security forces.
However, such examples
remain rare in Pakistan’s
legal and judicial land-
scape.

Lastyear, on Jan 23,
a dark day unfolded
when Rao Anwar, a po-
lice officer accused of
killing over 400 people in
fake encounters, was
acquitted in the high-
profile Nagibullah mur-
der case.
This case had sig-

nificantly impacted the
political landscape of
’akhmn -dominated re-
gions, and thearmy chief
at that time had person-
ally assured justice for
the victim’s family. Add-
ing to the irony, the
Sitara-i-Shujaat was
awarded to a police of-

Justice and politics

By Muhammad Amir Rana:

ficer from Punjab who
was implicated in the
Sahiwal tragedy. This
tragedy occurred in
January 2019, when the
Counter Terrorism De-
partment mistakenly
killed a family travelling
to a wedding ceremony,
suspecting them of be-
ing terrorists. The court
eventually acquitted all
the accused officials

Alot has been writ-
ten on these four cases
from the legal and human
rights perspective, but
academic curiosity has
no limits. These cases
expose the power dy-
namics of how power
corrupts officials in law-
enforcement agencies
(LEAs), how low-rank-
ing and high-ranking of-
ficials alike misuse their
authority, and how the
system protects them.

Sarfraz Shah’s case
is a rare example of jus-
tice done. Perhaps the
reason was that the cul-
prits had little defence.
Sarfaraz, a 22-year-old
man who went out for a
walk in a public park in
Karachi, was killed by
Rangers, and a camera
captured the entire
scene. This began an era
of social media activism
and vigilant citizenry.
il society played a
tal role in bringing j
tice to the victim’s fam-
ily.

The killing of uni-
versity student Hayat
Baloch in Turbat, amidst
volatile security ‘and ris-
ing political grievances
in Makran, sparked the
birth of the Haq Do
Tehreek in Gwadar. Secu-
rity forces took a differ-

ent approach in this
case, arresting a Frontier
Corps soldier. A wise
move, this arrest proved
a major confidence-
building measure and
prompted a dialogue be-
tween security leaders
and communities, par-
ticularly youth. This led
o administrative
changes, including re-
laxed security checks
and expanded border
markets along the Iran
border. However, the ini-
tiative faltered as local
grievances resurfaced,
fuelled by the provincial
counterterrorism
department’s excessive
resort to extrajudicial
practices. This further
accentuates the ongoing
sit-in camp for missing
persons in Islamabad, led
by courageous Baloch
women.

The lower ranks are
often scapegoats in po-
lice brutality cases, and
are sacrificed by LEAs to
appease public anger
while maintaining their
impunity.

This pattern per-
sists despite high-profile
incidents such as the kill-
ings of Sarfraz Shah and
Hayat Baloch, demon-
strating the lack of ac-
countability within law
enforcement.

Across Pakistan, re-
ports of LEAs indiscrimi-
nal ly killing innocent
ans surface regu-
larly — from Karachi to
Islamabad and from
Gwa--dar to Quetta. This
entrenched culture of
violence is enabled by
the flawed political, so-
cial and justice systems,
which continue to sup-

port figures like Rao
Anwar and the late
Chaudhry Aslam, noto-
rious for their extrajudi-
cial practices.
Ironically, LEAs
justify such unlawful
actions and demand
both immunity and re-
wards. Even when
caught, legal loopholes
and judicial leniency, as
seenin the Sahiwal frag-
edy, often shield them
from consequences. The
anti-terrorism narrative
conveniently allows
LEAs to sweep these in-
cidents under the rug,

parties, betting on the
establishment’s support
in the upcoming elec-
tion, and even Baloch
nationalist parties, are
reluctant to extend their
full support to the vic-
tims” families.

State institutions’
reluctance to engage
with Baloch families and
their counterproductive
tactic of establishing
“victims of terrorism”
camps nearby are back-
firing. Though the
Baloch missing persons’
movement initially fo-
cused solely on the rule

with no real

ity within the civilian,

security and judicial
systems. An audit of re-
cent ‘police encounters”
would likely expose a
staggering number of
injustices, a fact the sys-
tem is unwilling to con-
front.

If the state institu-
tions had been vigilant
enough, they would
have recognised the ad-
vantage of engaging
with the families of miss-
ing persons from
Balochistan who are
protesting in Islamabad.
A dialogue with them
would have been more
effective, but the institu-
tions fear that the issue
of the missing persons
is complicated and could
damage their reputation.
Apparently, not only the
state institutions but
also political parties are
convinced that publicly
sympathising with these
families will come at a
cost, and they are delib-
erately trying to distance
themselves from the pro-
testers. The mainstream

of law, state i
political parties, and
their media allies have
framed it as a potential
PTM-like threat in
Balochistan. This narra-
tive threatens not only
the status quo, but also
Baloch nationalist par-
ties who have not
adapted to the changing
aspirations of Baloch
society.

Haq Do
Tehreek’s political foot-
hold in Gwadar demon-
strates that rights move-
ments can evolve into
political forces when
Justice is denied or de-
layed.

This transformation
is not a choice but a ne-
cessity; they
recognise that power re-
sponds to power, and
political participation
becomes the path to
achieving their goals.

The rights move-
ments challenging the
status quo and demand-
ing transparency in ac-
tions of state institutions
have often faced a harsh
response.

Beyond headlines

By Muna Khan:

Y N self is a Harvard alum ous thinking can be
OUcan’tgetallyour 44 was removed from framed as antisemitic in
news from headlines. I an advisory board after the U
wasreminded ofthis last ~ she said the 2020 elec- Gay didn’t stand a
month in the US, when tion was stolen from chance.
reading stories about Donald Trump. When the hearings
Harvard  president “The rules around weren’t able to produce
Claudine Gay's resigna- bullyingand harassment  the desired results, her
tion following allega- are quite specific,” re- detractors amplified the
tions of plagiarism. In plied Gay, “and if the accusations of plagia-
reality, her resignation context in which that rism.
was the result of a well-  language is  us An investigation by
coordinated campaign amounts tobullyingand ~Harvard into those claims
which had to do more harassment, then we found “few incidents of
with race and misogyny take — we take action inadequate citations™ but
than upholding aca- against it.”The backlash no wrongdoing. In real-
demicprinciples. Butyou to Gay’s response was ity, the right-wing (read
wouldn’t think so read- swiftand calls forherto  rich men) cannot tolerate
ing the headlines. be removed were ampli- - a Black woman in charge
This campaign to fied. (Incidentally all an institute whose his-
oust the first Black presi-  three universities called  tory is rooted in protect-
dent at Harvard was led to the hearing were ing white interests.
by conservative activist headed by women, and Gay resigned on Jan
Christopher Rufo,whois ~ only the MIT president 2, but the trifecta of|
st DEI (diversity still has her job.) Ackman, Rufo and
equity inclusion initia- However, there was ~ Stefanik—as MSNBC’s
tives) and Bill Ackman, little mention of how, in  Ali Velshi called them —
Harvard alum and hedge ~ those hearings, Stefanik has vowed to pursue
fund billionaire. They was framing protest to probes into “deep insti-
were then joined by do- Isracl’s occupation of tutional rot” at Harvard. I
nors and Republican Palestinian land as geno- read this as protecting
Elise Stefanik, who cide. At one point, elite interests, one of’
headed a Congressional ~ Stefanik described the whichthey say is freedom
committee looking into “call forintifada asa call of speech on campuses.
accusations of to commit genocide But whose speech do
antisemitism on elite agamst the Jewish they want to protect?
campuses. Essentially, people”. Even a basic US colleges have
they were enraged by internetsearchwill show never been bastions of
Gay’s “failure” to con- that intifadas have not free speech because Pal-
demn antisemitism; ie, called for eliminating estinians, and other
pro-Palestinian student Jewishpeople. Butitwas marginalised voices,
demonstrations on clearno onein the press have struggled to tell their
Harvard. wanted to make this dis-  stories. However, this is
“Does callingforthe  tinction, perhaps fearing changing as DEI initia-
genocide of Jews violate it would be seen as tives have allowed new
Harvard’s rules of bully-  antisemitic. Unfortu- perspectives, and
ing and harassment?” nately, the mostinnocu- younger generations no
asked Stefanik, who her- ous or seemingly obvi- longeraccept mainstream

e
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media narratives, espe-
cially about genocide
The establishment con-
tinues to bully them into
silence, but I don’t know
‘how much longer for.

Advocates of free
speech are often the
ones who suppress the
most  marginalised
voices. These are usu-
ally the same people
against DEI initiatives
which, they claim, is the
only reason Gay got the
job. Men like Ackman,
with access to formi-
dable resources, are now
trying to equate DEI ini-
tiatives as racist and/ or
antisemitic. On the other
side are Palestinians and
their supporters with far
fewer resources but with
truth on their side.

The media’s focus
on Gay’s ‘plagiarism’
should remind us how
easy itis to distract from
coverage on Palestine.
I'm not here to say that
Gay’s story isn’t impor-
tant, but surely there’s
space in newspapers
about Israel’s war that is
now starving Palestin-
ians. Itis alsoa reminder
of how elitist the media
is — more keen to talk
about palace intrigues at
Harvard than starvation
in Gaza because that’s
what its audience wants.
This serves politicians
like Stefanik well be-
cause they don’t have to
answer questions about
their Israel policies.

Missiles no threat to polls, but...

By Abbas Nasir:

IRAN and Pakistan ex-

changed missiles, pre-
sumably fired by drones,
aimed at Baloch *camps
either side of the border
this week, before quickly
signalling de-escalation
and returning to talk of
*brotherly refations”.

As bizarre and
pointless as the ex-
change initiated by Iran
appeared, the rapidity of
the de-escalation ap-
peared equally inexpli-
cable, as diplomats
quickly took over the
discourse from the Is-
lamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) and
the Pakistani military,
both of whom held cen-
tre stage briefly and
spoke through” their
weapons.

A whole piece
would be needed to ex-
plore Iran’s rationale for
its missile attack, target-
ing acamp of the militant
group Jaish al-Adl which
is said to be engaged in
an armed conflict with
the Iranian state. IRGC
operations have much to
do with asserting its sta-
tus as the top military
force in Iran. Onceits at-
tack happened, a Paki-
stani response in kind
wasalways on the cards.

There were many
compulsions, and the
first obvious, official one
was that the country’s
territorial integrity and
sovereignty had been

breached and violated
violently. Therefore, a re-
sponse had to come to
tell one and all the con-
sequences of attacking
Pakistan.

If one were to look
at other factors that
weren’tbeing mentioned
by the country’s media,
the foremost appeared to
be the need to spotlight
the defence forces’ ca-
pacity to respond to any
threat posed by external
powers against the back-
drop of criticism of the
security establishment
for its political engineer-
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In brief, the domes-
tic factor was not an in-
significant one, particu-
larly with social media ac-
counts belonging to one
particular political party,
whose turn it is to be on
the receiving end of the
wrath of the powers that
be, mocking their nem-
nd questioning the
latter’s ability to respond
‘militarily.

Little wonder
Pakistan’s response was
egged on and supported
by several TV personali-
ties known to have close
ties with the establish-
‘ment. One can safely say
their tone and tenor
would have been much
different had the deci-
sion been not to retaliate,
forexample. Inany case,
some credit was earned
by the military leader-
ship, as even their usual

detractors conceded the
development as having
had a positive impact on
their *popularity’ ratings.

That Pakistan re-
‘mains a complex story to
tell for journalists like me
was demonstrated by
some other media per-
sonalities who appeared
ecstatic that the missile
attack would potentially
derail elections, as ‘this
national security chal-
lenge’ needed to be ad-
dressed urgently, setting
aside all other national
priorities. Whose view
were they articulating?
The caretakers?

However, the speed
of de-escalation, which
started with a concilia-
tory statement by the
foreign ministry in
Tehran and followed
through by diplomats
‘meeting and exchanging
direct messages, poured
cold water over the
dreams of the “election
postponement” camp.

‘This camp’s Wishiul
thinking was strange
anyway after the Su-
preme Court endorsed
the ECP decision to de-
prive the PTI of its elec-
toral symbol, while over-
turning the Peshawar
High Court verdict on the
matter. It should have
been clear to all that one
of the last obstacles to
an establishment-con-
trolled ‘reset to 2016
election had been re-
moved.

That decision seems
have convinced the
political parties, most
notably the PML-N, that
elections will indeed be
held in under three
weeks’ time and that, in
tum, they needed to gear
up their mass contact
campaigns to win, even
if their main opponent
was fighting with their
hands tied.

Despite  recent
doubts, mainly on ac-
count ofthe ‘democratic”
Western nations’ re-
sponse to the Gaza geno-
cide, I have long believed
that even a watered-
down democratic order is
better than autocratic
rule, as the former af-
fords some openness
and a semblance at least
of basic rights. Call me
naive, if you will.

In Pakistan, all po-
litical parties without ex-
ception have justifiably
blamed the establish-
‘ment for interferingin the
decision-making pro-
cess and eventually end-
ing up undermining the
very order that, in in-
stances, it hclpcd put in
place. They also need to
do some serious soul-
searching.

ith  elections
round the corner, which
party’s manifesto has in-
spired confidence in
you? That s, if you have
been fortunate enough
to have seen one. |
haven’t.

Security decisions

By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

' rity in 1976, GenZiaalso  governance.  Gen
Nearryewry coun- created an NSC in 1985 Musharraf revived the
try facing the kind of se- but abolished it the idea in 2004 and set up
curity challenges that same year. In 1997, the an NSC as a statutory
Pakistan confronts main-  interim government of ~body, which worked til
tains a national seeurity Malik Meraj Khalid es- 2008, In 2013, prime min-
council (NSC) as a prin- tablished a council for ister Nawaz Sharif sofi-
cipal decision-making defence and national se- ened up to the idea but
body that brings to- curity to aid the govem- reconstituted it as a na-
sether he civiland mili- - ment but the idea was ~tionalsecurity commitce

fary leadership onto one  abandoned by the (notcounci). ent

platform. elected dispensation, to the cabinet.

However, in Pakistan, which preferred the fo- Evidently, theidea of

this idea has not been rum of a defence com- having an NSC could

fully embraced. mittee of the cabinet. never take root in Paki-
Gen Ayub Khan In October 1998, stan.

constituted a national Gen Jehangir Karamat The story is no dif-

advisory council to give floated the idea of an ferent when it comes to
the impression of collec-  NSC for institutionalised ~ the office of national se-
tive decision-making by  decision-making on na- curity adviser. Pakistan
the civil and military tionalsecurity. However, had NSAs in 1969, 2004
leadership. In 1969, Gen  the suggestion was re- to 2008, and then 2013 to
Yahya Khan established ~sisted by the Sharifgov- 2022, Since April 2022,
an NSC for advice. emmentongrounds that there has been no NSA.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto con- it would give constitu- Clearly, there is no
stituted a cabinet com-  tional legitimacy to the consensus in Pakistan
mittee on national secu- army’s role in political about the powers and

role of an NSC. Civilian
rulers perceive it as a fo-
rum to give the military a
greater say in political
governance, which, they
believe, undermines the
mandate of elected gov-
ernments.

A counter argument
is given that since an
NSC is chaired by the
prime minister and in-
cludes several leading
cabinet members, in-
volving the military lead-
ership in decision-mak-
ing on critical issues of
national security could
strengthen, rather than
weaken, the hands of the
civilian government.
Further, given our
ground realites, a hlgh—

fore these morph into
military interventions.

Given the enormous
geostrategic changes
underway globally and
regionally, and instabil-
ity on our borders with
Iran, Afghanistan and
India, Pakistan needs an
NSC to address security
challenges.

It is worth noting
that national security is
now defined more com-
prehensively as a tripod
of traditional security,
economic security and
human security. Given
the interconnected and
wider spectrum of threats
to national security —
external, internal and
non traditional — a

forum
o bollente 2o
making could address
misunderstandings be-

ap-
pmdch s needed.

It would also be rel-
evant to look at how the

rest of the world is man-
aging decision-making
on issues of national se-
curity. Inthe US, the NSC
was created in 1947 as
the president’s principal
forum for considering
national security and for-
eign policy matters, It is
chaired by the president
and s regular attendees
include the vice presi-
dent, secretaries of de-
fence, state, treasury and
homeland, chairman joint
chiefs of staff and direc-
tor of national intelli-
gence.

It has become the
president’s principal arm
for coordinating be-
tween domestic and for-
cign policies and across
federal agencies. Time
has shown that this fo-
rum has enabled the
president to make in-

formed policy decisions
our

neighbourhood, India’s
prime minister Vajpayee
established an NSC in
November 1998, six
months after the South
Asia nuclear tests, and
one month after Gen
Karamat had proposed
the idea in Pakistan.
Since then, India’s NSC
has functioned regularly
on all matters relating to
the external and internal
security of India, with
key union ministers and
‘military leaders in atten-
dance.

Five NSAs (three
with diplomacy and two
with intelligence back-
ground) have served the
country. The NSC has a
three-tiered structure,
comprising a strategic
policy group, an advi-

sory board, and a joint
intelligence committee.

Pakistan can learn
from these and several
other examples where
national security inter-
ests have been better
serve by
institutionalised deci-
sion-making. Given that
we have border security
issues  with  our
neighbours to the east
and west, and with the
forces of terrorism rais-
ing their head again, the
nextelected government
needs to consider set-
ting up a fully empow-
ered NSC, chaired by the
prime minister, and also
appoint an NSA, so that
serious challenges to
Pakistan’s national secu-
rity can be addressed
collectively and more ef-
fectively.
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Iran, Pakistan flights resume amid eas-
ing tensions

KARACHI (INP): In twoneighboring coun- territorial integrity. He night, with Pakistan in
asignof improvingre-  tries. also expressed turn striking militant
lations between Iran On Friday, For- Pakistan's desire to targets inside Iran on
and Pakistan, commer- eign Minister of Paki- resolve the issues Thursday.
cial flights between stan, Jalil Abbas Jilani, through dialogue and Paklstan recalled
the two countries have had a telephone con- peaceful means. its ambassador from
resumed after a brief versation with his Ira- Both sides agreed Tehran and said Iran's
hiatus. nian counterpart, to reduce the recent envoy -- on a visit
According to Hossein Amir tension and to en- home — was blocked
aviation sources, Iran's  Abdullahi ionand from returning to
Mahan Airlines flight The two ministers ~ coordination between Islamabad.
arrived in Lahore discussed the recent the two countries. The United Na-
from Tehran on Sun- developments in the Pakistan and Iran tions and the United
day, carrying more regionand thebilateral traded air strikes on States appealed for
than 100 passengers. relations between the militant targets this restraint, while China
The flight landed two countries. week. offered to mediate.
at Lahore Airport Jilani  briefed The rare military Tehran and
from Tehran, sources Abdullahian on actions in the porous Islamabad both said
said. Pakistan's positionand border region of they hit their own do-
Flights between reiterated that the de- Baluchistan -- shared mestic militants shel-
the two countries fenceofnationalsecu- between the two teringon foreign terri-
weresuspended dueto rity and sovereignty countries -- further tory. Acollective death
Pakistan-Iran tensions  was the most impor- stoked regional ten- toll of 11 -- mostly
over border security tant for Pakistan. sions already enflamed women and children -
and regional issues. He said that the by the Isracl-Hamas - was reported from
Theresumption of red lines regarding war. Iran carried outa  both sides of the bor-
flights is expected to Pakistan's security missile and drone at- der that bisects an arid
boost trade, tourism, were clear and that tack on what it called region where militant
and people-to-people Pakistan would notal- "terrorist" targets in movements have sim-
conlacts between the lowany violation oﬁts Pakistan on Tuesday mered for decades.

g.

QUETTA: PTI candidate for PB-39, Noor Khan Khilji leading a rally: Photo Dally
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Pakistan snatch 42-run win over New
Zealand in fifth T20

WELLINGTON : Pakistan claimed the last ters with another disci- avoided a whitewash se-
Pakistan’s spinners ran eight wickets for 39 runs plined bowling display.  ries loss to New Zealand.
through New Zealand to  in comfortably their best Seamers Tim He said the series was
pickup aconsolation 42- bowling display of the Southee, Matt Henry primarily seen as a
run win in the fifth and ~series. and Lockie Ferguson all  chance to build towards
final Twenty20 interna- Left-arm spinner claimed two scalps, the T20 World Cup in

tional on Sunday and Mohammad Nawaz (2- along with spinner Ish June but it would have
avoid a serics clean I8)waseffectivewiththe Sodhi. Southee (2-19), been a setback to lose
sweep. new ball, removing the highest wicket-taker ~five from five.

The tourists lost the  Rachin Ravindra and in T20 cricket, dismissed “Today’s game was
five-match series 4-1 but  Will Young cheaply, debutant Hasecbullah veryimportant forus, We
it ended on a positive while Shahcen Shah Khanintheopeningover needed that as a unit to
note as they dismissed  Affidi had something to and returned in the 13th step forward,” Shaheen
the Black Caps forapal- cheer at the end of his over to remove the dan- ~ said. “In the first four
try 92 in defence of 134 maiden serics as captain, gerous Fakhar Zaman, games, there were a lot
8!

taking 2-20. who had raced to 33 off of collapses, as a field-
Part-time offspinner New Zealand were 16 balls. ing unit, as a batting
Iftikhar Ahmed pro- missing three of their Top-scorer uni,butlthinktoday we
duced best fig- h batters: Rizwande- played as a team and we
ures of 3-24 as a weak- Kane Williamson (knee parted soon afterwards needed that win.
ened New Zealand bat- injury), Devon Conway ~ for 38 off 38, ultimately “It’s not easy for
ting lineup struggled (Covid-19) and Daryl consigning Pakistan to any team to come here.
against the turning ball Mitchell (rested). the lowest first-innings  And I think our mind is
and were skittled for their Earlier, it appeared = score by either team in  on the World Cup. We’re

eighth-lowest T20 total. the home side had done the series. Jjust checking out every

Only opener Finn enough to push for a Shaheen ~ Shah spotfor every player and
Allen (32) and Glenn clean sweep when they Afridi said it was “very giving chances to
Phillips (26) passed 20 as  restricted Pakistan’sbat- important™ his team youngsters.”

Expulsion of pharma industry foreign inves-
tors must be stopped: President PEW

ISLAMABAD Dr. Murtaza Mughal ~ people can besaved from  facturer was so irritated
(INP): President of Pal said that the scarcity of trouble and they can get with Pakistan that it was
stan Economy Watch medicine always leads to ~ quality medicines. closing its operations.
(PEW), Dr. Murtaza smuggling, and patients The President PEW Dr Murtaza Mughal
Mughal has said that endup payingdoubleor said that local compa- warned that a public
forced expulsion of for- triple the price for drugs nies should be given a health crisis was already
eign investors from the  in the black market. deadline to improve their in the making, while the
country should be It was an open fact quality, and foreign com- departure of the US-
stopped atonce asit was ~ that the product quality panies should be al- based multinational com-
hurting the masses and  of the local pharma in- lowed to do business in pany may resultina cata-
investment climate. Ina  dustry was not what it Pakistan until the qual- strophic crisis.
statement issued here should be, he said and ity of locally manufac- In such a situation,
on Sunday, he said that added that their exports tured medicine was im- the authorities have re-
over two dozen pharma-  wercalso limited toa few  proved. mained unconcerned,
ceutical companies have  Affican countries, while He said that Paki- which was surprising, he
leftPakistan over the last  they were kept from en-  stan was the third-most = said, adding that the un-
few years. With the clo-  tering the European and ~diabetic country in the bridled bureaucracy has
sure of the remaining American markets. world, with almost 26%  forced twenty-six multi-
companies, many medi- Therefore, foreign of adult patients having national companies to
cines, including [ife-sav-  companies selling qual- the condition. leave the country ina few
ing medlcmes will be- ity products in the local However, one years, which merits an
come scarce, he added.  marketshould notbe dis-  American insulin manu- investigation.

Quetta. Workers busy preparing Election 2024 posters’on Mekangi Road.

[JAMAICA: Jamaican Prime Minister Andrew Holness and Chinese Forcign Minister Wang Yi are
participating in the meeting in Kings ton.

Need to boost industrialization, exports by
lowering production cost: Anjum Nisar

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Federation of Paki-
stan Chambers of Com-
‘merce & Industry’s Busi-
nessmen Panel (BMP)
has called for promoting
industrialization and en-
hancing exports through
lowering cost of produc-
tion, paying carly re-
funds to solve liquidity
crunch and relaxing im-
port policy for industrial
raw material.

In a statement is-
sued on Sunday, the
former president FPCCI
and Businessmen Panel
(BMP) Chairman Mian
Anjum Nisar said that
business community
was facing tough chal-
lenges because of limited
business. In this context,
he sought attention of
the government for for-
‘mulation of regional, pro-
vincial and central level
task force, and formula-
tion of sector wise re-
gional policies which
would help the govern-
ment address the prob-
lems confronted by ex-
porters.

He suggested that
One Window Operation
should be introduced for
the replacing the lengthy
procedures that involve
interaction of manufac-
turers with various agen-
cies. The government
agencies were harassing
the textile industry every
day. Social Security,
EOBI and other taxes
should be merged and
deducted at the source.

Mian Anjum Nisar
asked the government to
appreciate the role of in-
dustry for its potential to
harvest maximum ben-
efits, providing mass
employment to the job-

less population of the
country. He also sought
government’s attention
for formulating aggres-
sive marketing plan and
hurdle-free policies as
well as urgent decisions
in favour of exports
while taking on board
major stakeholders.

He called for con-
certed efforts for explor-
ing new markets both
traditional and non-tra-
ditional in order to intro-
duce home made prod-
ucts. He urged the gov-
ernment to announce fa-
vorable policies and al-
low duty-free import of

aw material and acces-

sories. This move will at-
tract investors and help
in setting up new indus-
tries in the country
which will create wide
opportunities for em-
ployment.

We direly need a
stimulus economic plan
coupled with relief pack-
age by the government
tomaximize production,
the business leader said
and alL ized the

direct taxation to meet
revenue shortfall as op-
posed to resorting to in-
creasing indirect taxes
because direct taxes tend
to be more progressive
in nature, therefore, the
burden on the lower in-
come strata of the popu-
lation is lesser. He em-
phasized that concen-
trating on import substi-
tution is imperative to
narrow import bills and
certain imported prod-
ucts such as oil are of a
fixed nature, therefore,
the government needs
to enhance focus on im-
port substitution indus-
tries, as chemicals, agri-
culture and steel are po-
tential industries.

Mian Anjum Nisar
said that undertaking
structural reforms require
political will. He said that
enacting structural re-
forms, such as improve-
ments in tax collection
system, bureaucracy
and case of doing busi-
ness requires major po-
litical will and strict

business community
was facing problems like
unannounced load shed-
ding, parking, depart-
mental proceedings,
overbilling and expen-
sive electricity and gas
in the markets. He asked
the government to ap-
preciate the role of trade,
industry and exporters,
providing mass employ-
‘mentto thejobless popu-
lation of the country.

He suggested intro-
duction of One-Window
Operation for the replac-
ing the lengthy proce-
dures that involve inter-
action of manufacturers
with various agencies.
The government agen-
cies were harassing the
trade and industry every
day, he said and called
for merging different
taxes and deducting the
same at the source.

The BMP chairman
stressed the need for re-
forms, with a keen focus
on value-addition for a
sustainable economic
growth, recommending

the to raise

need for seeking techni-
calknowhow from China
and other countries for
the sake of innovation,
and improvement of
products. The BMP
Chairman said the sus-
tainable solution to
Pakistan’s problems lies
in reforms, as we can see
very large inefficiencies
in tax collection. So, the
tax compliance must be
improved and tax base
be broadened. This can-
not be achieved with a
single policy change,
but by a systemic ap-
proach, he added.

He observed the
government preferred

of poli-
cies, he added.

He urged the gov-
ernment to solve their
problems on a priority
basis in consultation
with the traders. The
BMP’s mission was to
create a stable economy
and prosperous busi-
ness community, he
added. The BMP Chair-
man also called for pro-
moting industrialization
and enhancing exports
through lowering the
cost of production, pay-
ing early refunds to
solve liquidity crunch
and relaxing import
policy for industrial raw
material. He said the

exports to double digit of
the GDP, as Pakistan’s
exports have bounced
back after witnessing
decline. Mian Anjum
stressed that focus
should be on promoting
exports and restricting
imports alongside mak-
ing domestic industry
more competitive and
subsequently expand its
export market. He said
that exports of goods
and services are an in-
jection into the circular
flow of income leading to
a rise in aggregate de-
mand and an expansion
of output, helping raise
per capita.

ZIARAT: Caretaker Provincial Health Minister Dr. Ameer Muhammad Khan Jogezaiis currently,
visiting the District Headquarters Hospital in Ziarat.

NASA regains contact with mini-heli-
copter on Mars

'WASHINGTON, D. C,
(INP): NASA has re-es-
tablished contact with its
tiny helicopter on Mars,
the US space agency
said Saturday, after an
unexpected  outage
prompted fears that the
hard-working craft had
finally met its end.
Ingenuity, a drone
about 1.6 feet (0.5
meters) tall, arrived on
Mars in 2021 aboard the
rover Perseverance and
became the first motor-
ized craft to fly autono-
mously on another
planet. Data from the he-
licopter are transmitted
via Perseverance back to
Earth, but communica-
tions were suddenly lost
during a test flight on
Thursday, Ingenuity's
72nd lift-off on Mars.
"Good news today,"

NASA's Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) wrote
on X, formerly Twitter,
late Saturday.

The agency said
that contact had finally
been made with the heli-
copter by commanding
Perseverance to "per-
form long-duration lis-
tening sessions for
Ingenuity's signal."

"The team is re-
viewing the new data to
better understand the
unexpected comms drop-
out during Flight 72," it
added. NASA previ-
ously said that Ingenu-
ity had attained an alti-
tude 0f40 feet(12 meters)
on Flight 72, which was
a"quick pop-up vertical
flight to check out the
helicopter's systems,
following an unplanned
early landing during its

previous flight."

But during its de-
scent, "communications
between the helicopter
and rover terminated
early, prior to touch-
down," the agency said.

JPL had noted on
Friday that Perseverance
was temporarily "out of
line-of-sight with Inge-
nuity, but the team could
consider driving closer
for a visual inspection."”

In a response to a
poston X asking if Inge-
nuity would be able to fly
again, JPL said Saturday
that "the team needs to
assess the new data be-
fore that can be deter-
mined." NASA has lost
contact with the helicop-
ter before, including for
an  agonizing two
months last year.

The mini rotorcraft,

which weighs just four
pounds (1.8 kilograms),
has far exceeded its
original goal of under-
taking five flights over 30
days on the red planet.

Inall, it has covered
just over 10 miles (17 ki-
lometers) and reached
altitudes of up to 79 feet
(24 meters).

Its longevity has
proved remarkable, par-
ticularly considering
that it must survive gla-
cially cold Martian
nights, kept warm by the
solar panels that re-
charge its bateries dur-
ing daylight hours.

Working with Perse-
verance, it has acted as
an aerial scout to assist
its wheeled companion
in searching for possible
signs of ancient micro-
bial life.
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Justice continues to elude Gaw Kadal
massacre victims

ISLAMABAD (INP): Justice
continues to elude the victims
of Gaw Kadal massacre vic-
tims in Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK)
despite the passage of 34
years.

A report released by
Kashmir Media Service, today,
said that over 50 people were
martyred in Gaw Kadal area
of Srinagar on January 21 in
1990 when Indian troops had
resorted to indiscriminate fir-
ing on peaceful demonstrators
who were protesting against
the molestation of several
women by troops, the previous
night.

Indian troops had commit-
ted scores of brutal massacres
since 1989 in MIOJK, it said,
adding that over 96,287
Kashmiris had fallen to the In-
dian bullets in the past 35 years
and that the memories of Gaw
Kadallike bloodbaths werestill
fresh in the minds of

The report pointed out that
the aim of committing massa-
cres was to instill fear among
the people of Kashmir, adding
that the large-scale killings of
the Kashmiris were also meant
to change the demography of
the territory by turning its Mus-
lim majority status into a mi-

ority.
The Gaw Kadal and other
massacres are a reminder of
the criminal face of the occu-
pation troops, the report de-
plored and added that the RSS-
backed Indian regime had
planned to carry out more Gaw
Kadal-like carnages in the oc-
cupied territory. It lamented
that the Hindutva-inspired
Modi had broken all records of
atrocities in the occupied terri-

Ty.

However, the report said,
wanton killings would not de-
ter the Kashmiris from pursu-
ing their struggle for right to
self-determination and they
would not rest till achieving

freedom from Indian yoke.

The report urged the inter-
national rights bodies to probe
massacres committed by In-
dian troops in IOJK.

The world must playits role
to punish culprits of Gaw Kadal
and other massacres in the ter-
ritory, adding that the killing
fields of Kashmir was a chal-
lenge to the so-called civilized
world.

Meanwhile, the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (APHC-
AJK), including Convener
Mehmood Ahmad Saghar,
General Secretary Sheikh
Abdul Mateen, Imtiyaz Wani,
Shameem Shawl, Javed
Ahmed Butt, Syed Aijaz
Rehmani, Syed Gulshan
Ahmed, Muhammad Sultan
Butt, Altaf Ahmad Butt and
Mushtaq Ahmad Butt, have
paid glowing tributes to the
martyrs of Gaw Kadal massa-
cre on their 34 martyrdom an-
niversary.

essing the workers following
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LESCO disconnects 394 illegal power

LAHORE (INP): The Lahore Elec-
tric Supply Company (LESCO)
detected and took action against
394 cases of electricity theft
across its operational circles, cov-
ering five districts: Lahore,
Sheikhupura, Nankana Sahib,
Kasur, and Okara.

‘This accomplishment was re-
ported on the 132nd day of
LESCO’s rigorous anti-power
theft campaign.

According to a LESCO
spokesperson, FIR applications
were submitted against all 394
identified electricity thieves, with
140 cases already implemented
and registered at respective po-
lice stations.

Law enforcement agencies

connections

five commercial, one industrial,
four agricultural, and 384 domes-
tic connections.

The accused individuals col-
lectively faced charges for a total
0f321,484 pilfered units, amount-
ing to a detection bill of Rs10.930
million.

Shedding light on specific
cases, the spokesperson high-
lighted instances where detection
bills worth Rs92,456, Rs201,456,
Rs210,000, and Rs185,000 were
charged to electricity thieves in
various areas.

During the 132 days of the
anti-power theft campaign,
LESCO uncovered power pilfer-
age on 45,501 connections.

Atotal 0 45,048 FIR applica-

have
involved in these power theft ac-
tivities.

Notably, the crackdown ex-
tended beyond residential con-
sumers, revealing the involvement
of large commercial consumers in
electricity theft.

All such connections were
promptly disconnected, including

ions d, resulting in
42,481 registered cases and the
arrest of 17,195 individuals.
LESCO has charged a cumulative
total of 66,182,780 detection units,
equivalent to Rs2,571,786,313, to
all power pilferers.

Further investigations by
LESCO in various sub-divisions
revealed 59 power pilferers in the

Defence East Division and 40 in
the Lakhhan Sharif area.

The Defence East Division
operation exposed individuals
stealing electricity through wire
hooking, tampering with metres,
and direct tapping into the main
supply line.

In the Bedian Road Sub-Di-
vision, eight accused were caught
stealing electricity, while the Air-
port Road operation led to the
identification of 11 electricity
thieves.

Additionally, LESCO teams
uncovered 40 power pilferers in
the Lakhhan Sharif Scheme area,
resulting in the arrest of four indi-
viduals. Al illegal connections
were promptly disconnected, and
FIR applications were filed with
the respective police stations. In
total, 55,442 units were charged
to the accused in the form of de-
tection bills.

LESCO’s relentless efforts to
combat power theft underscore its
commitment to ensuring fair and
lawful electricity distribution
across its operational regions.

Pakistan’s economy: what to expect for 2024,
bright prospects of Sino-Pak partnership

ISLAMABAD (INP): In 2023, Pa-
Kistan returned from the verge of
debt default. Amid the turbulence
of surging inflation and budget
deficit, we see that due to some
corrective measures such as gov-
ernment fiscal reforms and cost
cut, economy started getting back
to stability. What can we expect
for 2024? To answer this question,
China Economic Net (CEN) had
an interview with Dr. Abid Qaiyum
Suleri, executive director of Sus-
tainable Development Policy In-
stitute (SDPI), Pakistan and mem-
ber of the Pakistan Climate
Change Council for some in-
sights. “I’m optimistic that
Pakistan’s economic situation will
start to improve in calendar year
2024. The elections will bring the
much needed certainty. The re-
solve from all mainstream politi-
cal parties that they will go to the
IMF for the next program if they
get a chance to form a govern-

prices, which would have impact
on our economic outlook™, he
said. The second important fac-
toris climate change. A bad mon-
soon or EINino may weigh against
the agriculture sector.

“If the two external factors
remain favourable, then Iam quite
optimistic that securing a modest
GDP growth will not be difficult”,
he said.

In 2023, amajor improvement
for Pakistan is a significant drop
of trade deficit by 34.29 percent
during the first half of the current
fiscal year starting from July 2023
compared to the corresponding
period of the last fiscal year.

In particular, Pakistan’s ex-
ports to China during July-Decem-
ber, 2023 hiked by 66.4%, reach-
ing US$1.5458 billion.

“This trend is expected to
continue in 2024”, he said, explain-
ing that the re-opening of China’s
border after Covid-19 restrictions,

ment will ded fis-
cal discipline and policy consis-
tency. It will also help in shoring
up Pakistan’s foreign exchange re-
serves. ms in turn will improve
Pakistan’s creditworthiness, too™,

he said. In its latest report “Glo-
bal Economic Prospects -- Janu-
ary 2024, the World Bank pro-
jected Pakistan’s

the ina’

as proven by the way it handles
the real estate risks, and the sub-
stantial demand in the second
largest market globally will con-
tinue to benefit Pakistan as with
many other countries that are eco-
nomically inter-related with
China. “To have a clearer picture
of Pakistan’s k for

government was reluctant to go
to IMF and turn to the friendly
countries for help, werealized that
they would also like Pakistan to
20 back to IMF dlsclplmc" he
said. The second lesson is about
the necessity to take some admin-
istrative measures through the
Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC).

“After taking IMF program,
we saw that in September 2023,
the value of PKR versus USD got
ashot up to almost 350 in the open
market. There were problems of
energy, misuse of trade subsidies,
hoarding and panic around cur-
rency, etc. That's where SIFC came
to action. After corrections were
given, we saw the value of PKR
against USD come back to 285.
We saw a major crackdown on
energy cheating. We saw the con-
trol on misuse of Afghan transit
trade agreement. With administra-
tive actions put into place, things
can be smooth™, he said.

A prominent challenge for
Pakistan within sight is the tran-
sition to a greener economy.

For long, it was seen that
going green would have a nega-
on growth. That hy-

othesis is no longer valid. Now,
countries, aware that the cost of

growth at 1.7 percent for the on-
going fiscal year 2023-24 and 2.4
percent in FY2024-25, an inspir-
ing recovery from -0.2 percent in
the previous fiscal year. Accord-
ing to Dr. Suleri, two external fac-
tors can affect Pakistan's eco-
nomic performance in 2024.

One is global energy prices,
which are dependent on the geo-
political tensions.

“If the Ukraine-Russia ten-
sion remains, or if the situation in
the Middle East gets worse, that
would have an impact on the

2024, weneed to go backto 2023,
There are at least two lessons
domestically that can take us to
20247, he told CEN reporter.

“The first lesson is Pakistan
should have consistent relations
with the last resort, i.c., IMF”, h
analysed, adding that Pakistan,
unfortunately, like many of the
debt-affected countries, has to
remain under IMF umbrella.

“We saw that once we went
back from IMF with the $3 billion
stand-by agreement, things start
to come under control. When the

is high, have to go
green. “But |he cost of transition
is high. So at the multilateral level,
we should keep talking about cli-
mate justice and the historical re-
sponsdn ity of advanced econo-
mies”, he said.

He shared that SDPI, as a
founding member of the Beijing
Initiative for Belt and Road Green
Development, has been promot-
ing awareness as well as capabili-
ties. “China has been stressing
green Belt and Road cooperation,
which provides opportunities for
Pakistan to learn”, he said.
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Policy of constant hike in power, gas, fuel tariffs
proved fruitless: Shahid Rasheed

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former
Presidentof the Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(ICCT), Dr. Shahid Rasheed Buit
has said that the policy of contin-
ued increases in the tariffs of elec-
tricity and gas and endless price
hikes in the price of fuel has
proved to be unproductive.

In astatement issued here on
Sunday, he said that the experi-
ence failed to reduce circular debt
and help resolve other problems
but compromised the quality of
life of most people. Shahid
Rahseed Butt said that because
of uncontrolled inflation, most

people were struggling to bring
food to the table while ignoring
important matters like health and
education. It has become difficult
for the majority to fulfil the need
for food as inflation continues to
increase, breaking all previous
records, he maintained. The b
ness leader warned that if the sit
ation remains the same, there will
be no middle class in the country.
Monthly income has become in-
sufficient for many people who
were looking for other sources of
income to deal with inflation, but
only some were fortunate enough.
he added. Shahid Rasheed sai

that people all over the country
have long been annoyed by pay-
ing for the mismanagement, in-
competence, and corruption in the
electricity, gas, and oil sectors.
Electricity, gas, and oil were con-
stantly being stolen across the
country, but effective action has
never been initiated against the
thieves, which causes the institu-
tions and the masses to suffer, he
observed. He further stated that
the government allows institu-
tions to raise the price to deal with
the problem of theft and losses,
which increases the pressure on
the people.

_ .
QUETTA: Pakistan People's Party General Secretary and NA-263 candidate, Rozi Khan, is address-
ing the media during a press conference.

Attack on PTL PPP election offices leav

several injured in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): Tensions
soared in Karachi as the Paki-
stan People’s Party (PPP) and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) accused the Muttahida
Qaumi Movement (MQM) of
orchestrating attacks on their
respective offices. The clashes
resulted in injuries to several
political workers from both
parties.

According to media re-
ports, the incident unfolded at
the electoral office of PTI can-
didate Arsalan Khalid in Con-
stituency NA-248 of the Na-
tional Assembly. Over ten in-
dividuals, including Arsalan
Khalid, were reportedly injured
in the attack.

PTI's spok laid

Hospital for medical attention.
In response, PTI supporters
staged a protest at Liaquat Ali
Khan Chowk against the inci-
dent.

Simultaneously, in the vi-
cinity of Hyderabad Town,
within the limits of PS-250 and
PS-129, an attack was re-
ported on the Pakistan Peoples
Party's office. Four party
workers sustained injuries in
this assault. Khawaja Sahil
Mansoor claimed that MQM
workers were behind the at-
tack. Four PPP workers, in-
jured in the incident, have
lodged complaints against the
assailants.

Just days earlier, during a

Iy follow < atioral

blame on MQM workera al-
leging that the assault was or-
chestrated by them. The
wounded party workers were
swiftly transported to Abbasi

Shaheed Hospital and Jinnah

meeting in Karachi, unknown
assailants opened fire, injuring
two individuals. The incident
occurred after Pakistan
Peoples Party's candidate
‘Agha Rafiullah concluded the

gathering. Agha Rafiullah re-
mained unharmed during the
incident, and the police are cur-
rently investigating the case.

Meanwhile, in the provin-
cial capital of Lahore, an ex-
plosive attack targeted the
electoral office of a Pakistan
Peoples Party candidate in
Constituency PP-162. Police
have initiated an inquiry into the
petrol bomb attack. The com-
plainant, Mirza Abbas
Khokhar's son, alleged that
unknown individuals threw
petrol-filled bottles, setting fire
to the office.

The assailants reportedly
stole valuable items, including
30 chairs and a generator
worth around 1.5 million ru-
pees.

These incidents highlight
the escalating political tensions
and security concerns as the
election season intensifies
across the country.




