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Armed forces to be deployed outside ‘most sensi-
tive’ polling stations: ECP

News Desk: The Election

Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on
Thursday said the armed forces
would be deployed outside the
“most sensitive polling stations™
during general elections on Feb-
ruary 8.
The announcement came
two days after the caretaker fed-
eral cabinet approved the deploy-
ment of army personnel.

In a notification, a copy of
which s available with Dawn.com,
the commission said it was its
duty to organise elections and
make arrangements “to ensure that
the election is conducted hon-
estly, justly, fairly and in accor-
dance with law and that corrupt
practices are guarded against”.

It said the ECP had obtained
the services of the armed forces
for assistance in ensuring secu-
nty armngemems for the conduct

The noti-

— both in Islamabad

f'ullon detailed the responsibili-
ties of the armed forces during the
polls.

“Pakistan armed forces/civil
armed forces shall assist in the
provision of asecure environment
by deploying in Quick Reaction
Force mode and outside selected
most sensitive polling stations
from Feb 5 to Feb 10 to assist the
ECP in conduct of free, fair and
transparent elections,” the elec-
toral watchdog said.

The civil armed forces, it
continued, would remain de-
ployed at the Printing Corporation
of Pakistan and Pakistan Post

— from Jan 12 to Feb 8 to make
“comprehensive arrangements
during the printing, stacking and
storage of ballot papers™.

The election commission
said the armed and civil armed
forces should provide assistance
in security during the transporta-
tion of ballot papers and election
material from printing presses to
respective offices of district re-
turning officers.

The ECP notification further
specified that the armed forces
should deploy an adequate num-
ber of mobile vigilance teams
across all constituencies, forming

a “tiered security mechanism” to
ensure a secure environment. In
this system, the police would
function as tier-1 responders, fol-
lowed by civil armed forces at tier-
2, and the army at tier-3, the ECP
added.

It also said that the armed
forces should carry out recon-
naissance of each constituency
from the date of issuance of the
notification as per their need.

armed forces shall also
provide security during transpor-
tation of election material from
offices of returning officers to
polling stations and back, after
completion of polling and count-

" the nolmcaucn stated.

The ECP added that it had
also authorised each designated
officer in-charge of armed forces
and civil armed forces to exercise
powers of magistrate first class for
the entire period of deployment
in respect of offences punishable
under Sections 176, 177, 183 and
194 of the Elections Act 2017.

On Tuesday, the government
approved a summary pertaining
to the deployment of military and
civil armed forces personnel at
polling stations and sensitive
constituencies “in order to main-
tain peace and security” during
the upcoming general ¢lections.

‘Credible evidence’ of links between Indian agents and as-

sassination of 2 Pakistanis

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Sec-
retary Muhammad Syrus Sajjad
Qazion Thursday said Is Jamabad
had “credible evidence” of links
between Indian agents and the as-
sassination of two Pakistani na-
tionals in Sialkot and Rawalakot.

Qazi was referring to the
deaths of two Pakistanis, identi-
fied as Shahid Latif and
Muhammad Riaz, in 2023. Similar
allegations regarding the Indian
govemment’s involvement in mur-
ders in other countries were also
made by the US and Canada last
year.

At a press briefing in
Islamabad today, the foreign sec-
retary said India was running a
“sophisticated and sinister” cam-
paign of “extra-territorial and ex-
tra-judicial killings” inside Paki-
stan. He stated that these were
“killing-for-hire cases” and in-
volved a “sophisticated interna-
tional set-up spread over multiple
jurisdictions”.

“Indian agents used technol-
ogy and safe havens on foreign
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soil to commit assassinations in
Pakistan. They recruited, financed
and supported criminals, terrorists
and unsuspecting civilians to
play defined roles in these assas-
sinations,” he said.

According to Qazi, Indian
media and social media accounts
immediately claimed and glorified
these killings as “successful ret-
ribution against enemies of India
and projected their capacity to
carry out these illegal acts™.

He said potential assassins

vis2 bVKI

wererecruited using social media,
talent spotters and fake Daesh
accounts. “Teams of financiers,
locaters and assassins were em-
ployed in the operation,” Qazi
stated, adding that deliberate exit
plans were also developed to ob-
scure all potential tracks.
Revealing details about the
assassinations, he said: “On Oc-
tober 11, 2023 Mr Shahid Latif
was assassinated outside a
mosque in Sialkot. A detailed in-
vestigation revealed that an In-

foreign secretary

dian agent, Yogesh Kumar, based
inathird country orchestrated the
assassination.”

Qazi said Kumar recruited
Muhammad Umair, a labourer in
the third country, to act as a con-
tact with local criminals in Paki-
stan to trace and assassinate
Shahid Latif. “They recruited lo-
cal criminals who were able to lo-
cate and trade Shahid Latif, how-
ever, they wereunable to carry out
the execution.”

“After some of the failed at-
tempts, Umair himselfwas person-
ally sent to Pakistan to carry out
the assassination,” the foreign
secretary said, adding that Umair
organised a team of five target kill-
ers and succeeded in assassinat-
ing Shahid Latif.

“Based on the confessional
statements and technical evi-
dence, law enforcement authori-
ties quickly apprehended the tar-
get killers, including Muhammad
Umair, who were trying to flee the
country on Oct 12, 2023,” Qazi
said.

Blast In Dera Bugti Leaves 2
Brothers Of Tribal Elder Injured

From Our Corresponden

DERA BUGTI: An ex-
plosion rocked Landau Nala, a
suburb of Sui in Dera Bugti,
resulting in injuries to two
brothers of a prominent tribal
leader, according to sources
from the Levies force.

The incident, which oc-

curred earlier today, hasraised

concerns about the safety and
security of the district. The
Levies sources, while confirm-
ing the injuries, have not yet

explosion. It remains unclear
whether it was a remote-con-
trolled blast or caused by a
landmine.

determined the nature of the

The injured i Is are
currently bemg sw1ftly trans-
ported to a nearby hospital for
medical attention, the Levies
sources added.

Local authorities are ac-
tively investigating the incident
to ascertain the cause and cir-

explosion.

The Daily Quetta Voice
will continue to closely moni-
tor developments in this situa-
tion and provide updates as
more information becomes
available.

Maryam says rivals have no per-
formance to show to public

News Desk: Chicf Organiser
of the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), Maryam Nawaz
Sharif, asserted on Thursday that
the party's political rivals were

engaging in criticism and blame
games due to their inability to
showcase their government's per-
formance.

In an apparent reference to
the Pakistan Peoples Party's (PPP)
election activities in Punjab,
Maryam stated, “a political party
that ruled a province for 15 years
and cannot show 15 projects have
come to Punjab and are criticising
Nawaz Sharif.”

‘The political landscape is in-
tensifying as the country ap-
proaches its 12th general elections
- schedu led for February 8.

“hairman Bilawal
Bhutlo Zardari recently held a
power show in Lahore, where he
criticised "traditional and old"

politicians

Maryam Nawaz responded
today, addressing a rally in
Lahore's NA-199 constituency,
claiming that the PML-N ha
tively contributed to the country's
development while others induige
in critique and blame games.

Recalling her past persec
tion for standing by her father,
three-time former prime minister
Nawaz  Sharif, Maryam
emphasised the party's commit-
ment to lowering utility bills if
elected in the upcoming electior

olitical leaders intensify
|heu'rhe(onc Maryam urged voi-
ers to cast their votes wisely, as-
serting that the decision would
shape the future for generations
to come.

She assured that her family
would remain in the country,
emphasising her dedication fo
Pakistan's progress.

Police Officer Killed in Shooting Outside Election
Commissioner’s Office in Turbat, Balochistan

Ibrar Ahmed:

TURBAT: A police of-
ficer deployed outside the of-
fice of the Regional Election
Commissioner in Turbat,
Balochistan, was fatally shot
by unknown armed motorcy-
clists on Thursday. The
martyred officer has been iden-
tified as Nimroz S/o Sher
Muhammad R/o Miri Kalag,
Kech.

According to reports, two
attackers riding a motorcycle
approached the officer’s post
this afternoon and opened fire.
Nimroz sustained critical inju-

ries and was rushed to a
nearby hospital, where he un-
1 bed to his

munity leaders. Balochlstan
Chief Minister Mir Ali Mardan
Domki d his condo-

wounds.

The attackers managed to
flee the scene immediately af-
ter the shooting. Security
forces have cordoned off the
area and launched a search
operation to apprehend the
perpetrators.

The motive behind the at-
tack is still unknown.

The incident has sparked
outrage and condemnation
fromvarious officials and com-

lences to the family of the de-
ceased officer and vowed to
bring the perpetrators to jus-
tice.

“This cowardly attack on
apolice officer protecting our
democratic institutions is unac-
ceptable,” Domki said in a
statement. “We will use all
available resources to track
down the attackers and ensure
}hey face the full weight of the
aw.”

The police have also issued
a statement, urging anyone
with information about the at-
tackers to come forward. They
have assured y and

Five Labourers Abducted in

Hoshab, Balochistan

Mir Salam Jogezai

QUETTA: were

forthe

abducted by unknown ammed men
in the Dandar Bazar arca of

Hoshab  Kech district,
Balochistan, on Wednesday.
January 24, 2024, at approximately
20 PM.

According to reports, the
abducted individuals have been
identified as Nazir Ahmed, Faroog,
Muhammad Tariq, Safdar, and
Hasnain. All five hail from Punjab
province.

Motive Unclear

protection to any witnesses.

The shooting has raised
concerns about the security of
election officials and person-
nel involved in the upcoming
local government elections in
Balochistan. The Election
Commission of Pakistan has
announced that it will review
security arrangements in light
ofthis incident.

The motive behind the ab-
duction remains unclear, and au-
thorities are currently investigat-
ing the incident. The Station
House Officer (SHO) of Hoshab,
along with his team, has been dis-
patched to the site to gather evi-
dence and conduct a thorough
investigation.

“Weare working dlllgen(ly m

police. “We are treating this inci-
dent with the utmost seriousness.
and are exploring all possible
angles.”

Abduction Caused
Concerns

The abduction has caused
concern among the local commu-
nity, particularly as it comes amid
ongoing security challenges in
the area. Balochistan has wi
nessed several incidents of vi
lence and targeted attacks in re-
cent months.

Itis important to note that at
this time, the details surrounding
the abduction are limited, and the
information provided is based on
initial reports. As the investiga-
tion progresses, further details
may emerge.

This is a developing story.
i irticle as more

locate the missing

ensure their safe return,” sald a

information becomes available.
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Wisdom and Vision: Shaping
Balochistan’s Future in the
2024 Elections
Editos

As the political landscape of Balochistan gears up for the upcoming general
elections on February 8, 2024, the province finds itself at a crucial juncture,
facing multifaceted challenges that demand careful consideration and thoughtful
decision-making from its residents. The list of candidates vying for leadership
reflects the diverse voices and aspirations of the people, and voters must make
wise and informed choices for the betterment of the province and the nation.

Maulana Fazal ur Rehman’s decision to contest the elections in NA-265
comes at a time when the political dynamics in Dera Ismail Khan are undergo-
ing significant changes, with the Pakistan Tehreek-c-Insaf (PTI) gaining mo-
mentum. The pressures and challenges in his home city have compelled the
Chiefof Jamiatul Ulema ¢ Islam (JUI) to step into the political arena, presenting
a unique opportunity for voters to evaluate his vision for addressing the is-
sues faced by the region
Akhtar Mengal, Mchmood Achakzai, Dr. Malik Baloch, Jam Kamal, Nawab

Aslam Raisani Contesting Elections

Balochistan, with its vast and diverse population, is home to leaders with
distinct political affiliations. Mehmood Khan Achakzai of Pakhtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PKMAP), Sardar Akhtar Jan Mengal of Balochistan National
Party (BNP), Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch of National Party (NP), former Chief Min-
isters, Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani, Jam Kamal Khan, Nawab Sanaullah
Zehri, Sardar Saleh Bhootani, Khushal Khan Kakar of Pakhtunkhwa National
Awami Party (PNAP), and Maulana Muhammad Khan Sherani of Jamiat ul
Ulema e Islam Pakistan are among the prominent figures contesting in this
crucial election.

The province, however, grapples with persistent challenges, ranging from
backwardness and a sense of deprivation to issues related to education, health,
and the impending threat of climate change. The candidates must not only
articulate their plans for tackling these issues but also demonstrate a commit-

ies

and a sense of deprivation have long plagued Balochistan,
hindering its progress and development. The elected leaders must prioritize
inclusive policies that bridge the gaps between urban and rural areas, ensuring
equitable distribution of resources and opportunities.

Education and health are fundamental pillars of societal dcvc]opmcnl
The candidates should present comprehensive plans for improving the edu
tion system, ensuring access to quality healthcare, and addressing the spe-
cific needs of Balochistan’s diverse population

Looming Threat Of Climate Change Poses A Significant Threat To The
Province

Furthermore, the looming threat of climate change poses a significant
challenge to the province. Leaders must advocate for sustainable policies that
protect the support local and mitigate the adverse
effects of climate change on agriculture and livelihoods.

In this critical moment, voters hold the power to shape the future of
Balochistan and contribute to the progress of Pakistan as a whole. It is incum-
bent upon them to carefully evaluate the candidates platforms, assess their
commitment to addressing the pressing issues, and choose eddcr\ who can
navigate the complexities of governance with vision and inte;

The forthcoming elections prov ide an opportunity for Balochistan o rise
above political divides and work towards a future that prioritizes the welfare of
its people. By making a wise decision at the ballot box, voters can contribute to
building a stronger, more prosperous Balochistan that stands resilient in the
face of challenges, united in its pursuit of progress and development.

Building trust

By Jamil Ahmad:

risks and other risks
“may collectively evolve
into a*polycrisis’ centred
around natural resource
shortages by 2030”.

e report found
thatthe impact of climate
change could result in the
loss of $12.5 trillion to the

of infectious discases
and aggravation of
chronic health condi-
tions. Floods and
droughts  displace
people, deprive them of
a means of living and
subject them to mental
stress. According to the

THERE is no doubt

that climate change is
one of humanity’s most
complex challenges and
needs to be urgently
tackled. But is the world
faltering in forging a co-
hesive response? The

year2023 wasthe hottest - World Bank, by 2050,cli-  world economy and lead
recorded, with the an- mate changewouldhave to an additional 14.5m
nual average global tem-  internally displaced 216 deaths by 2050, mostly

due to extreme weather
events, including floods,
A fresh account of heatwaves, droughts,
how climate change-re- wildfires, and tropical
lated risks continue to storms.
rise each year is fur- Floods, “the highest
nished by the World acute risk of climate-in-
Economic Forum’s risk  duced mortality”, are es-
report for 2024, released  timated to claim 8.5m lives.
this month under the by 2050. Droughts, the
WEF theme ‘Building second leading cause of
Trust’. This year, like the - climate-related mortality,
last, the first four global are estimated to cause
risks in terms of severity another 3.2m deaths. In
are related to climate terms ofeconomic losses,
change. These are ex- heatwaves top the list
treme weather events, with an estimated loss of
critical changes to $7trto theworld economy
Earth systems, by 2050. Being the most
biodiversity loss and vulnerable and least pre-
ecosystem collapse, and pared, South Asia and
natural resource short-  Africa will bear the brunt
age, in that order, as well  of these human and eco-
as pollution, which ranks  nomic losses. In coun-
10 on the list of 34 glo- tries most vulnerable to
bal risks. The report climate change, floods,
warns that connections intense heatwaves, pro-
between climate change  longed dry spells,

perature climbing 1.43
degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels.
Intergovern-mental
Panel on Climate Change
reports indicate that
world  temperatures
could tip over the 1.5°C
threshold by 2030. Pros-
pects of failing to realise
the targets of the Paris
Agreement are getting
starker. Such a scenario
could have irreversible
catastrophic conse-
quences.

Climate change is
already exacerbating ex-

million people, mostly in
Aftica and Asia.

2%

and socioeconomic is-
sues is increasing pov-
erty, inequality, and hun-
ger in the Global South.
The inextricable link be-
tween climate and heath
is responsible for the rise

JIT is no answer

By Shahab Usto:

led to the codification of

“rules and principles that
guide the conduct of
members of the court”.
Similarly, Republican-ap-
pointed conservative
Jjudges are receiving flak
for ‘rewriting’ settled
laws on such socially and
politically explosive is-
sues as abortion, LGBT,
guns, and voting rights.

We've also had our
share of ethical and ju-
risprudential problems.
Recently, we saw a Su-
preme Court judge bow-
ing out after corruption
charges were pressed
against him. Another
Judge resigned in myste-
trig-
genng speculations
about his personal dos-
sier. However, contrary
to Western traditions,
our judges tend to be
more sensitive about
their image than the au-
thority they wield. Many
politicians have been
punished under the law
of contempt.

But this colonial
model of ensuring defer-
ence for judges s becom-
ing increasingly ineffec-
tual, notwithstanding the
plethora of penal faws
and liberal use of the
state machinery to gag
voices of criticism.
People are vocal because
they are unhappy with
the judges’ perceived
“camps” and *political’
proclivities. And social
media has provided them
with a vast outlet to ex-
press theirdisaffection in
a more effective and
organised manner.

Therefore, it would
be imprudent of the au-
thorities, and judges, to
expect the people— mil-
lions of them to
change their behaviour
towards courts that are
widely perceived to have

ing that public servants
are supposed to act as
agents of the people
who employ them and
pay for their services.
Therefore, they must act
in_the interest of their
principal, ie, the people.
The judiciary forms
separate  and
specialised branch of
public service in a de-
mocracy, but essentially,
the judges’ job is no dif-
ferent from other public
functionaries. They must
also render justice to and
for the people, and
thereby keep the state

T e tegerat govern-

ment has formed a joint
investigation team com-
prising officers of vari-
ous investigation and
intelligence agencies to
“ascertain the facts be-
hind a malicious social
‘media campaign against
Supreme Court judges”.
Three critical ques-
tions must be raised: can
the JIT objectively as-
certain the “facts’, given
a highly divisive an
toxic social media?
Aren’t the facts leading
to the unfortunate tar-
geting of judges already and government within
nown to the govern- the confines of the law
ment, in view of some and C i
recent decisions, which Likewise, judges
are perceive contro-  are also liable to public
versial, emanating from censure if they fail to
the court? deliver, professionally or
And would the ethically. Nowonder, the
JITs findings, followed  law protecting judges
by asetofcoercive mea- has lost much of its sig-
sures against the trans- nificance in Western de-
gressors, really save the  mocracies. Only the ob-
Judges from future at- struction of proces:
tacks while court deci- disobedience of judicial
sions regarded as con- orders draws state sanc-
troversial as well as in- tions
ternal divisions con- But lax protection
tinue? rarely causes the judges
To answer these to be derided or defied
questions, we must un- by the people. Compe-
derstand the role and tent and upright judges
nature of our public ser- versally vener-
vice, particularly the ju-
diciary, and its impacton
public behaviour.
Across democra-
cies, the actions of pub-
lic servants, including
judges, come under pub-
Tic scrutiny.

In fact, account-
ability is embedded in
em--ployment laws both
at the institutional and
public levels. At the in-
stitutional level, it sets
the rules for evaluating
the performance of pub-
lic functionaries. The
latter operates on
agency principal, mean-

S

people, ind;
collectively, against the
excesses of their fellow
citizens and state au-
thorities.

They face criticism
only for ill conduct or
“skewed’ judgements.

Recently, two US
supreme court judges,
Thomas Clarence and
Samuel Alito, came under
scathing criticism; the
former for receiving ex-
pensive gifts, and the
latter for accepting free
trips. But the public back-
lash did not go in vain. It

failed to protect funda-
mental rights. What is
needed, instead, is a
behavioural and norma-
tive change in the judi-
ciary in view of the com-
‘mon folk being long de-
nied their aspirations to
security, liberty and
honour as promised to
them by the founding
fathers and reiterated by
every judge taking his or
her oath.

Traditionally, politi-
cians have been accused
of passing legislation
inconsistent with the
Constitution. But a cur-
sory look at the judicial
annals shows the courts
also engaged in a juris-
prudential back-and-
forth, playing dice with
the law. Recent judge-
ments appear to boost
this observation. The
courtunder the new CJP
has engaged in a series
of curative, corrective,
and even ‘penitentiary”
adjudications. It upheld
the Supreme Court (Prac-
tice and Procedure) Act
and thereby curatively
provided for an appeal
against judgements
passed in its original ju-
risdiction.

Taking a corrective
view, it removed the life-
long ban lmposcd on

polits s under Article
62(])10 of the Constita.

Thc court was also
expected, in an act of
atonement, to cleanse
both its conscience and
the stain of unjustly
convicting and hanging
a former prime minister,
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.

But then, the happy
streak suddenly saw a
reversal. A three-member
bench headed by the
chief justice upheld the
ECP’s petition denying
the PTT its party symbol,

throwing it out of the
electoral arena. The ECP
decision may be techni-
cally ‘correct’, but it
raises questions of pro-
priety, construction (or
interpretation of the law),
and precedent.

Should the CJ have
sat in a matter involving
PTland its founder who
had previously brought
action against the cur-
rent CJ, imperilling his
office, attempting to tar-
nish his image, and put-
ting him and his family
in great distress?

Moreover, if the
construction provided
more than one determi-
nation (as it apparently
did in ECP’s case)
shouldn’t the court have
adopted the one that al-
lowed the PTI — argu-
ably the most popular
political party — to par-
ticipate in elections, en-
suring a level playing
field for all contenders?

And finally, why
did the court have to de-
viate from the principle
set in many a precedent,
including the ‘Benazir
Bhutto’ case? Ironically,
history has answered
such questions before,
though in a varied and
tragic form: ie, military
takeovers, rigged elec-
tions, a polarised judi-
ciary, “controlled” de-
‘mocracy, the persecution
ofpoliticians, etc. But no
lessons havebeen leamt.

A JIT or a crack-
down on social media is
N0 answer ll)]“dluul db-
errance. lic
behaviour towards lhe
Jjudiciary cannot be regu-
lated, except through ju-
risprudential correctness
and interpretational con-
sistency. History records
such coercion as witch-
hunting to influence the
outcome of the elections.

Comparing economic

By Khurram Husain:

during their tenure, or
large-scale manufactur-

the kind that produces
results over the long
term, meaning years af-
ter the party that imple-
‘mented them is no longer
in power. This is one rea-
son why the steps
needed to wean the
country off its chronic
dependence on the IMF
are not taken by any
party. They will not be
around to claim the
credit. The worst stew-
ardship the economy can
be given is the kind that
produces short-term
positive results but me-
dium- to long-term harm.
For example, building
projects that are not eco-
nomically or financially
feasible, and do not add
to the economy’s pro-
ductive capacity, but
cost a lot of money, es-
pecially in borrowed for-
eign exchange.

These projects can
produce a short-lived
spurt in activity that can
potentially produce a
bump in GDP growth,
and give us impressive-
looking structures like
lavish roads or high-
ways. But they do not
help the economy’s un-
derlying weaknesses,
while adding to its debt
service bill.

Another example is
printing money. Ifa gov-

ProviE onen ask
which political party has
the best track record of
managing the economy
and producing the best
results. It is a tricky
question to give a
straightforward answer
to, but if pressed, the
most obvious reply
would be ‘none of the
above’.

The reason is that
all major parties have
had their stint in power
and yet Pakistan contin-
ues to be the most reli-
able client of the IMF,
the institution that is the
emergency room for
economies in distress.

But if one is willing
to be a bit patient, there
isa more worthwhile an-
swer. First of all, beware ~ such as good blood pres-
ofany narratives that roll - sure, good body mass, a
out a handful of indica- robust appetite as signs
tors as measures of eco-  of good health. What
nomic performance. you don’t know, and

Be very wary ifany  what these indicators will
party tries to tell you not tellyou, is whethera
thatthe GDP growthrate ~ serious problem is grow-
was higher in their time ing inside the body.
compared to that of oth- Second, and per-
ers, or that exports hita haps more importantly,
higher peak, or revenue ~ one problem in measur-
collection grew the fast- ing economic perfi
est, or foreign exchange mance is that the re
reserves climbed faster of actions taken mday
and higher in their time ~ can take a few years to
than of their rivals, or materialise. The best
that inflation was lower economicstewardship is

ers or any other such in-
dicator. There are good
reasons to be wary of a
performance report card
presented in this manner.
First, indicators such as
these do not capture
cconomic performance
in a useful way. They
only provide snapshofs
of what is happening in
areas of the economy at
one point in time.

The real story al-
ways lies in how these
indicators are connected
to cach other, and how
they evolve over a pe-
riod of time. It i
somebody gave you a
handful of indicators,

performances

ernment resorts to print-
ing money to pay its ex-
penses, it will give a
short-lived boost to the
economy, but after 18 to
24 months, it will either
produce very high infla-
tion, or a rising demand
for dollars that the for-
eign exchange reserves
are not able to service,
leading eventually to
large exchange rate de-
valuations.

What happens very
often in Pakistan is that
the government pro-
motes economic growth
using tools like the bor-
rowing and printing of
money, and points to the
resultant growth spurt
as evidence of its supe-
rior management. But
when the inevitable
problems appear, they
make excuses just long
enough for their term to
end and power to pass
to the next government
following ~elections.
Then they blame the next
government for the re-
sultant mess, whereas it
was they themselves
who had created it.

This is what hap-
pened in the years lead-
ing up to the 2008 elec-
tion, when the
Musharraf regime left
behind an inflation
bomb and brewing bal-

ance-of-payments crisis
due to its reckless bor-
rowing and printing poli-
cies. And then went on
to blame the incoming
PPP government for the
resultant detonation that
happened in November
2008. It happened again
in the run-up to the 2018
election, when the po-
lices of PML-N’s Ishaq
Dar, which had produced
a short-lived growth
spurt but birthed mas-
sive balance-of-pay-
ments deficits, left be-
hind a crisis-like situa-
tion for the incoming PTI
government.

Then they went
ahead and blamed the
PTIfor creating the mess
and destroying the
growth they had gener-
ated. It happened one
more time when the PTI
government was ousted
in a vote of no-confi-
dencein April 2022, leav-
ing behind an inflation
bomb and a balance-of-
payments crisis for the
incoming PDM govern-
ment to manage, and
then blaming them for it.

n each case, the
policies that produced
the growth that respec-
tive parties bragged
about as their achieve-
ment, also produced the
ensuing crisis.

A saffron rebirth

ByF.S. Aijazuddin:

MODERN India’s

founding father M.K.
Gandhi was shot on Jan
30, 1948, by Nathuram
Godse, a member of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS). Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru’s secu-
lar India died on Jan 22,
2024, in Ayodhya, the
janambhumior birthplace
of Lord Rama.

No one knows for
surewhere orwhen Rama
was born. A site has
been contested for at
least 500 years, since the
first Mughal emperor
Babar’s order for a
mosque to be built there.
The date of Rama’s re-
birth on Jan 22, 2024 —

Hidden amongst
them was L.K. Advani,
ever proud of hisRSS af-
filiation and a founder
member of the BIP, who
organised the first Ram
Rath Yatra that began
from Somnath (Gujarat)
on Sept 25, 1990. It aimed
at  concluding  in
Ayodhya a month later.
Advani used this yatra to
sensitise his fellow Hin-
dus to the Ram
janambhumiissue, raising
itfrom the mundane level
ofa localproperty dispute
to the pious height of an
emotive national cru-
sade. Once deputy prime
‘minister, he lost his claim
to the top job after he
made a complimentary

gotten. Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has ensured that.
Accompanied by
Shri Mohan Bhagwat,
head of the RSS, Modi
attended the pran
prathistha or consecra-
tion of the lavish temple
dedicated to Rama at
Ayodhya, built at a cost
of Indian rupees 1,800
crore ($217 million).
The media made
much ofthe event,as PM
Modi and his alter ego
Amit Shah had planned
it should. A select group
of invitees included
business tycoons who
fund the BJP, stars from
Bollywood to whom the
over-decorated temple

notas his legendary suc- musthave seemedas fa-  but ill-timed rctcrcncc to
cessor Lord Krishna but - miliar as a film set, and the Quaid-i-Azam in
asamodernpoliticalava-  once ambitious BJP poli- Karachi — lhelr shared

tar — will never be for- ticians Modi cut to size. ~birthplace.

Hindutva face. The ab-
senceof allfour, though,
attracted the wrong sort
of attention. It was as if
(the analogy is not an
exact fit) Charles I1I's re-

Prominent absen-
tees from the Ayodhya
festivities were Con-
gress leaders still at-
tached to the umbilical
cord of Nehru’s secular-

paign promises made
overnumerous elections.
A few suspect that one
of the shankaracharyas
was peeved that prom-
ises of custodianship of

ism, affronted non- cent coronation cer-  theRamamandirmade to
invitees lurking beyond ~ emony had been held in him by the Congress
the pale of Modi’s hos- ~the absence of the bish- ~party when in power had

pitality, and most notice-  ops of Bath & Wells, of not been honoured by
ably  the  four Durham,Hercfordand of the present BIP govern-
shankaracharyas repre-  Norwich. ment.

senting the cardinal
points of Puri (east),
Karnataka  (south),
Gujarat (west), and
Uttarakhand (north).

The presence of
any of the four
shankaracharyas (al-
though not mandatory)
would have lent an aura
of religious sanctity to
the solemn pran
prathistha.  India’s
teenmurti would have
shown a singular

Some say the
schism was doctrinal.
The temple is dedicated
to a Vaishnavite deity
whereas the
shankaracharyas veer
towards Shaivism. Oth-
ers felt that as the temple
is still incomplete, its
consecration is prema-
ture. For Prime Minister
Modi, the inauguration
of the Rama temple now
was crucial. It was the
fulfilment of BJP’s cam-

All or none may be
true. The management of
shrines in every faith has
always been a lucrative
business. The Roman
Catholic Church became
rich on individual contri-
butions — Peter’s pence
— collected in churches
across the world. Mus-
lim shrines are often
prone to disputes among
stick-fingered trustees.
Although the Rama
templeat Ayodhyais the

most expensive religious
project built to date in
India (funded by private
donations), it will take
decades if not centuries
for it to catch up with
the accumulated wealth
of India’s richest temple

the
l’admanabhaewamy
Temple
Thlru\ananlhapumm.
Said to have assets
worth Indian rupees
120,000 crore, managed
by a trust headed by the
‘Travancore royal family,
it has in its eight under-
ground vaults a treasure
trove of “gold idols,
gold, emeralds, antique
silver, and diamonds™.
The inventory ordered
in 2011 by India’s su-
preme court has yet to
be completed.

The  Ayodhya

mandir project has ce-
mented Modi’s re-elec-
tion this summer. What
will he do foran encore?
Conceivably, he will or-
der the construction of a
fresh temple to mark the
birthplace of Rama’s ava-
tar Lord Krishna at
Mathura, Ayodhya has
cleared the way for him.
All Modi needs is evi-
dence of a previous
shrine, endorsement by
the supreme court, and
an avalanche of dona-
tions. His re-election as
prime minister in 2029
seems assured

Modi believes that
Lord Ramahas answered
his prayers. To a billion
Indians, Modi’s success
in propelling their coun-
try into economic super-
power status is an an-
swer to theirs.
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Pakistan blessed with sizeable youth popu-
lation but of no use: Aslam Khan

ISLAMABAD (INP): - that 240 million people - numerous nations have  higherrisk of develop-
Chairman Pakistan were livingin Pakistan, successfully capital- ing melancholy or en-
Economy  Watch and the country's ised on the demo- gaging in criminal ac-

(PEW), Brig. (retd)
Aslam Khan has said
that the nature has
blessed Pakistan with
a sizeable population
of youth which can

population was ex-
panding steadily at a
pace of 2 per cent. In
contrast, the population
growth in the South
Asian region was 1.2

graphic dividend by
augmenting their
labour pool, improving
savings rates, and
building up a
workforce that is well-

tivity.

Therefore, it
should not be shocking
that a great number of
people attempt to
cross borders illegally,

benefit country’s per cent. educated and profi- sometimes even at
economy enormously. Based on esti- cient. great personal risk.
But it was our misfor- mates, 38%  of With 159.83 mil- On the otherhand,

tune that our young
population was not
availing the opportuni-
ties otherwise
Pakistan’s economic
situation would have
been different, he
added.

Pakistan's population
is under 15 years old,
while 4% is 65 years
of age or more. This
resultsina youth bulge
since 58 per cent of
those in the working
age group are between

lion people anticipated
to be in the working
age group Pakistan's
population age struc-
ture makes it funda-
mentally a young na-
tion. Now, one mit,m
wonder

the youth bulge ele-
ment alone is a pre-
scription for disaster
since the unemployed,
illiterate, and ignorant
population poses a
greater threat to the
nation.

In a statement is- the ages of 15 and 64. Pa.klstanssltuatlon dld Decades  have
sued here on Thurs- Despite this gift, not benefit from the passed since we have
day, he said thatit was the population is not youth bulge. failed to take advan-

He said that what
is even more concern-
ing is the realisation
that a sizable segment
ofour populace s still
untrained and jobless,
which may put themat

benefitingus, whichis
why the unemploy-
ment rate is very high

which is resulting in
social problems, he
observed. The chair-
man PEWs noted that

imperative to take
prompt action to take
advantage of this
prospec s loss
could have far-reach-
ing consequences.
Aslam Khan said

tage of this window of
opportunity but it is
never too late.
Nevertheless, by
investingin our youth,
we can lessen this
situation's risk.

SLAMABAD: Secretary Interior, Chief Commissioner and IGin a meeting with Federal Minister

Old politicians are playing their last
innings, says Bilawal

a hunger eradication
programme and a
Kisan Card scheme
for the farmers of
South Punjab.

He said that the
Kisan Card would be
very popular among
the rural population
and would help them
improve their living
standards. He also said
that he would give ben-
efits to the backward
classes and uplift them
from poverty if his
party comes to power.

Bilawal lamented

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former foreign minis-
ter and PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has said that
the old politicians are
playing their last in-
nings, this time the
contest will be be-
tween the ‘arrow” and
“lion’.

Inan exclusive in-
terview with Rohi TV
programme
Newsnight, PPP
Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari said
that he wants to start

Chaudhry Salik opens up on family dif-
ferences with Parvez Elahi

that whatever govern-
ment comes, only the
elite get benefits and
common people are
ignored. He said there
s a historic economic
crisis in the country
and the government
has failed to address it.

On political vic-
timization, the PPP
chairman said that they
had warned the
founder of Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf to not
put sisters and daugh-
ters of the rivals in jail.

He said that

former president Asif
Ali Zardari preferred
service over revenge
and did not take any
action against those
who wronged him. He
also said that the old
politicians are playing
their last innings and
they have no future in
politics. He said that
this time the contest
would be between ‘ar-
row’ and ‘lion’, refer-
ring to the symbols of
his party and the Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz.

ISLAMABAD (INP):

home, and he came
here to ‘disturb’
Chaudhry  Shafay
Hussain.™

There is no agree-
ment regarding our
house; we want to
have an agreement,
said Salik Hussain.

The  PML-Q
leader said attempts
were made to meet his
aunt Qaisra Elahi,

but people around
her are not allowing
the situation to settle
down between the two
families.

remove Shujaat Sahab
as PML-Q chief.
The former minis-
ter said he has no in-
terest in competing
with his aunt Qaisra
Parvez Elahi, but they
have chosen separate
paths.
Replying to a
question related to his
aunt, the PML-Q
leader said his father
did not say the PTI
president could come
out of jail after leaving
the party.
“Emotionally, it

becomes challenging
when a personality
confronts you in place
of your mother,” Salik
Hussain said.

He went on to say
that Parvez Elahi is
paying the price of
saving someone else’s
(PTI founder) politics.

Moving further,
Salik Hussain said
Moonis Elahi hasa 50-
acre farmhouse in
Gujarat, but instead of
living there, he came
here to live with us.

“This is our shared

Chaudhry Salik
Hussain, son of Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Quaid (PML-Q) chief
Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain on Thursday
opened up on family
differences  with
Parvez Elahi.

In an interview
with prvate Tv news
channel Chaudhry
Salk Hussain said dif-
ferences emerged
with Parvez Elahi’s
family, after an at-
tempt was made to

i .‘ \
QUETTA: Workers busy in preparing political party poster on his workplace for
upcoming General Election.

: Adelegation of elected members of Gilgit-Baltistan Council called on President Dr
|Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

CPEC emerges as a symbol of exemplary

friendship: Chinese Consul General

LAHORE (INP): The About the ML1
Consul General of the project, he said it will
b 1

transmission line, he
said it is being up-

for the excellent cov-
erage of Pak-China

People's Republic of graded. We want to friendshipand CPEC. be d in two
China in Lahore Mr. bringprosperity to our Hesaid China will fur- phases, first from
Zhao Shiren has said old friend Pakistan.  ther strengthen the Peshawar to Lahore

that China Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is the glowing
example and hallmark
of deepening China-
Pakistan friendship and
partnership.

He expressed
these views while talk-
ing to journalists in
Meet the Press Pro-
gram of Lahore Press
Club on Thursday.

While addressing
the media, Consul Gen-
eral Mr. Zhao Shiren
further sais that
CPEC is the joint ven-
ture of China and Pa-
kistan which has com-
pleted 10 years and
will be completed in
any case. Under
CPEC, 26 billion dol-
lars have been in-
vested so far, while
construction is still go-
ing on. About electric

Artist entrepreneur fund of Rs.1 bln being
established for artists: DG PAC

RAWALPINDI(INP): Di-
rector General of Punjab
Arts Council, Syed Bilal
Haider has said that an
artist entrepreneur fund
of Rs. 1 billion was being
established for the wel-
fare of artists, out of
which interest-free loans
of up to Rs.25 lakh will
be given to artists, arti-
sans and fine arts gradu-
ates.

He stated this while
chaired a meeting of the
Board of Management
(BoM) held after the
painting exhibition orga-

and then from Lahore
to Karachi.

Various sugges-
tions were given to the
Chinese Consul Gen-
eral by the Lahore
Press Club, on which
he said that he would
take every possible
measures in this re-
gard. The distin-
guished guest also
agreed to consider to
start Chinese language
course for the mem-
bers of the club and
further agreed to co-
ordinate to get schol-
arships_in China for
the professional train-
ing of the members.

At the end, the
club office-bearers
presented flowers to
the consul general.
The CG wrote his
comments in the visi-
torbook.

mutual relations with
the journalists' com-
munity. The Chinese
Consul General said
that Pakistan and In-
dia have disputes over
Kashmir, which is re-
lated to sovereignty
and territorial integrity.
He calls for both sides
to resolve this issue in
accordance with the
UN Charter and the
relevant UNSC reso-
lutions.

He said that ML-
1 is a big project, and
it was proposed by
Pakistan, which we
are ready to build and
the people of Pakistan
will be hopefully get
good news soon. In
this regard, the Chi-
nese railway engineer-
ingdelegation hasalso
visited Pakistan last
month.

Pakistan is an ag-
ricultural country and
Punjab government
has formulated a ten
year plan regarding
agricultural develop-
ment. The Consulate
General stands ready
to work with the
Punjab to enhanceag-
ricultural cooperation.
He said that China,
Pakistan and Iran are
three friendly coun-
tries and together they
will move jointly ahead
in the region.

There should not
be any conflict be-
tween Pakistan and
Iran, the situation will
return to the previous
position soon. Friend-
ship between brothers
and friends is in
China's interest.

He thanked the
Jjournalist community

nized in Punjab Arts
Council in collaboration
with VSCOPK on Thurs-
day.

More than 70 works
of art of the students of
twin cities were dis-
played in a painting ex-
hibition.

Director General of
Punjab Arts Council,
Syed Bilal Haider who
was the chief guest at
the opening ceremony
ofthe exhibition also di
tributed certificates of
appreciation to all the
students who partici-

pated in the exhibition.

Syed Bilal Haider
informed themembers of
the Board of Manage-
ment about the aims and
objectives. He told the
board members that
Punjab Arts Council was
organizing a national
level drama festival, in
which teams from all four
provinces of Pakistan
will participate. Provincial
lml singing and paint-
will be
held in February and
March. New arts coun-
cils will be implemented

in every district of
Punjab province. Arts
classes have been
launched across the
province to promote the
arts, he added.

The meeting was at-
tended by Asma Butt,
Babar Niazi, Aslam
Mughal, Mohammad
Azim Igbal, Director
Wagar Ahmed, Deputy
Director Mohammad
Shakur, Assistant Direc-
tor Mohammad
Suleman, Internal Audi-
tor Saqlain Mehmood
and Wagar Ali

HYDERABAD: Officials of Inland Revenue burn large quantity of Cigarettes during the destruction
ceremony ofnon custom paid items in Hyderabad.

Pakistan Commercial Center launched
at ICT Belt and Road Union

SHANGHAI (INP):
Zheng  Chuanjun,
Deputy Secretary
General of the ICT
Belt and Road Union,

Pakistan and on a
wider scale

The launch of the
center was witnessed
by government offi-

membership services

nership  between
China and other Belt
and Road countries,
aimed at promoting
trade, investment, and

prises in China or pre-
paring to enter China.
This includes mar-

and Ms. Ayesha Khan, cials, business leaders ket research, legal ad- cultural exchanges.

representative  of andmorethan500glo- vice and other essen- The center is ex-
Lasiro Limited, signed bal entrepreneurs in tial services to support pected to act as a cata-
an agreement to the fields of digital businesses in theirin- lyst forincreased trade

launch the Pakistan
Commercial Center at
the ICT Belt and Road
Union, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) re-
ported on Thursday.
This is part of the
efforts promoting
high-quality economic
and trade cooperation
between China and

between Pakistan and
other Belt and Road
countries.

It will also enable
Pakistani businesses to
access new markets,
improve their competi-
tiveness and contribute
to the country's eco-
nomic development,
the report added.

ternational endeavors.

The Center will
provide a platform for
exporters, importers
and investors to con-
nect, negotiate deals
and explore opportuni-
ties with the Belt and
Road partners.

The ICT Belt and
Road Union is a part-

economy and indus-
trial investment at the
2024 Future Opportu-
nity Investment Con-
ference. The Pakistan
Commercial Center
will serve as a one-
stop shop for Pakistani
businesses looking to
expand their reach in
China by providing
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IHC extends its stay on Iddat Nikah
case proceedings till January 31

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad High Court on
Thursday extended its stay or-
der barring the trial court from
conducting proceedings on the
illegal Nikah case against
former premicr and PTI
founder Imran Khan and his
spouse Bushra Bibi till Janu-
ary 31.

IHC Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq heard the petitions filed
by Imran Khan and Bushra
Bibi seeking dismissal of the
Nikah in Iddat case against
them.

The counsel for the PTI
founder and Bushra Bibi,
Salman Akram Raja, did not
appear in the court today. His
assistant lawyer requested the
court to adjourn the hearing till
next week.

However, Bushra’s ex-
husband Khawar Mancka’s

T

lawyer Raja Rizwan Abbasi
pleaded with the high court to
vacate its stay order on the trial
court’s proceedings. He said
that since the petitioners got
such relief from the court, their
lawyer won’t come to the
court.

The chief justice corrected
the lawyer remarking ‘don’t
say that. Three lawyers from
the petitioners are already in
the court’.

Saying this, the court ad-
journed the hearing till January
31

On January 16,
Rawalpindi trial courtindicted
former prime minister Imran
Khan and his spouse Bushra
Bibi in the Iddat case.

The charges against the
couple were framed by senior
civil judge Qudratullah on a
complaint filed by Bushra

S

[LAHORE: PML-N central leader N:

Bibi’s ex-husband Khawar
Farid Maneka under Sections
34 (common intention), 496
(marriage ceremony fraudu-
lently gone through without
lawful marriage) and 496B
(fornication) of the Pakistan
Penal Code.

Last week Imran Khan
and Bushra Bibi filed a peti-
tion in the IHC seeking dis-
missal of the case against them.

During its previous hear-
ing on January 19, the
Islamabad High Court stopped
the trial court from recording
the statements of the witnesses
in the Nikah in Iddat case. The
chief justice remarked during
the hearing that “according to
the law, if a marriage takes
place during Iddat, it would be
regularizedlater, if the marriage
is not regular, then what is the
crime in it?”

ir Butt pose for group photo with Mian Nawaz Sharif and

Shahbaz Sharif after meeting regarding National Elections at Model Town secretariat on Thursday.

Pakistan emerges as premier choice
for lucrative US investments'

KARACHI (INP): In a

ment Attache Shaista Bunyad,

irtual meeting
with the President of the Paki-
stan Chamber of Commerce
USA(PCC-USA) Amir Piprani
and Pakistan's Ambassador to
the United States, Masood
Khan declared Pakistan as the
top destination for profitable
investments by U.S. entrepre-
neurs. Ambassador Khan
emphasised that the recently
established Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC) is
dedicated to providing a seam-
less, one-window solution for
investors, ensuring they capit-
alise on the vast opportunities
offered by Pakistan's expan-
sive market.

During the meeting, also
attended by Pak Consul Gen-
eral in Houston Aftab Ahmed
Chaudhry and Trade & Invest-

Khan reiterated
the commitment of SIFC to
facilitate foreign investors, par-
ticularly the Pak-American
business community eager to
invest in their homeland.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of SIFC, Masood Khan
stated, "We have established
the Special Investment Facili-
tation Council to guarantee
that foreign investors, espe-
cially the Pak-American busi-
ness community, receive the
necessary support in pursuing
their business ventures in Pa-
kistan."

Amir Piprani took the op-
portunity to update the Ambas-
sador on the upcoming Paki-
stan Business Expo 2024,
scheduled to take place in Oc-
tober in Houston. The expo

aims to showcase a diverse
range of Pakistani products
spanning sectors such as sports
and surgical equipment, infor-
mation technology, beauty and
health products, food and bev-
erages, oil and gas, home liv-
ing, and textiles and jewels.
Expressingoptimism about
the event, Piprani shared, "Pa-
kistan Business Expo 2024 will
serve as a platform to exhibit
various Pakistani products,
fostering trade ties and en-
hancing business collabora-
tions between the two nations."
In response,

| = 2 X
ISLAMABAD: Head of Al-Jomaih Group along with a delegation Called on Care-|

taker Prime

ister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

Norway desires to further enhance
business ties with Pakistan: Envoy

ISLAMABAD (INP): Am-
bassador of Norway to Paki-
stan, Per Albert Ilsaas has said
that his country desires to fur-
ther expand the business rela-
tions with Pakistan as both
countries have the potential to
increase bilateral trade and do
more business together.

The ambassador stated
this while talking to a delega-
tion of Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) led by its President
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
which visited his residence in
Islamabad on Thursday on lun-
cheon invitation.

During the meeting, the
Norwegian Ambassador and
the members of ICCI delega-
tion discussed matters to fur-
ther enhance cooperation be-
tween the two countries in the
fields of business and invest-
ment.

Envoy Per Albert Ilsaas
said that supporting the busi-
ness communities of both
countries to engage in trade
and economic relations is a key
priority of his Embassy. He
said that a Norwegian enter-

prise has already signed an
agreement to invest in solar
and hydropower generation in
Pakistan. He said that Norway
wants to further strengthen

ncluding invest-
ment, guppm g, climate change,
renewable energy, and higher
education. He assured that his
Embassy would cooperate with
the business community in tak-
ing bilateral business relations
to higher levels.

Speaking on the occasion,
President ICCI Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari said that Pakistan
and Norway are enjoying cor-
dial relations that should be
transformed into thriving trade
and economic relations. He
said that the current level of
bilateral trade is quite nominal
given the actual potential of
both countries. He said that
Pakistan is facing energy prob-
lems and Norway should make
more investments in Pakistan’s
renewable and hydropower
sectors to generate cheap en-
ergy. He said that the Embassy
should cooperate in enhancing
business linkages between the

two countries.

Senior Vice President
ICCI, Faad Waheed high-
lighted the potential of coop-
eration in the blue economy
between Pakistan and Norway
that should be fully exploited.

Group Leader ICCI,
Khalid Iqbal Malik said that
Pakistan and Norway have the
potential to enhance coopera-
tion in the tourism sector and
both should accelerate efforts
to realize it.

Former President ICCI
and Secretary General UBG
Pakistan, Zafar Bakhtawari
said that Pakistan and Norway
should cooperate in the seafood
trade, IT, alternate energy,
pharmaceutical sector, and oth-
ersto strengthen their bilateral
economic ties.

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan
former President ICCI, Fiazan
Sheh;ad Ms. Asma Malik,

Hd]lnd and others also
spoke on the occasion and
gave useful suggestions to
strengthen bilateral trade and
economic relations between
Pakistan and Norway.

Khaqan Abbasi expresses concerns
over current election process

RAWALPINDI (INP): Former Prime

Minister and Muslim League (N)
leader, Shahid Khagan Abbasi, ex-
pressed disapproval of the cur-
rent election proc iting that
the country cannot function
through elections conducted in
such a manner. Abbasi raised his
concems during a visit to the auu-
corruption offic

Masood Khan assured the
PCC-USA of the Embassy's
and Pak Consulate in
Houston's unwavering support
in organizing the event, pledg-
ing every possible facilitation
to ensure its success.

Petrol, diesel prices in Pakistan may
increase from February 1

ISLAMABAD (INP): In the
lead-up to the general elections
scheduled for February 8, Pa-
kistan is bracing itself for a
potential surge in petrol and
diesel prices.

Sources privy to the devel-
opment said the Prime Minis-
ter Anwaarul Haq Kakar-led
caretaker government after a
series of consecutive reduc-
tions in petroleum prices, is
considering a substantial in-
crease of Rs 7 per liter, re-
ported a section of the press.

Should the decision
materialise, it would mark the
first uptick in petrol and diesel
rices since November 1,

2023. Experts closely monitor-
ing petroleum markets sug-
gested that this time, the cir-
cumstances are unique, attrib-
uting the possible price hike to
recent geopolitical events.

Theattacks on ships in the
Red Sea by Houthi rebels in
the Middle East have led to a
notable increase in global oil
prices.

In the past week alone, the
international market has wit-
nessed a surge in the price of
petrol, climbing from $83 to $89
pcr barrel. Slmullaneously,
high-speed diesel prices have
seen an inc from $93 to
$97 per barrel

The overall crude oil price
has experienced an uptick from
$76 to $80 per barrel. The un-
rest in the Middle East has sig-
nificantly contributed to this
surge, affecting oil prices
worldwide.

Despite the global surgei in
oil prices, experts antici
relatively moders
petrol and diesel prices in Pa-
kistan. The stabilization of the
Pakistani rupee against the US
dollar is cited as a mitigating
factor. Analysts suggest that
without this stabilizing influ-
ence, the increase in petroleum
product prices could have been
more pronounced.

his coordinator. Addressing lhc
media on Thursday, Abbasi ques-
tioned the summons issued to
Hafiz Usman, attributing the situ-
ation to unclear notices regard-

He highlighted the trend of indi-
viduals being summoned by vari-
ous entities, such as the police,
NAB, and anti- lead-

that the country cannot be run
through elections marred by con-
troversy. He urged for transpar-

ent and elec-

ing to harassment during the elec-
tion period. Emphasizing his de-
tachment from the Punjab govem-
ment, Abbasi drew parallels with
past instances during the tenure
of the former Chairman of PTI. He
stressed the need for a non-con-
troversial election process, ex-
pressing dissatisfaction with the
current treatment of representa-
tives who are not actively con-
testing elections. Abbasi asserted

tions to ensure the smooth func-
tioning of the constitutional pro-
cess. Despite his disagreement
with the current stance of PML-
N, Abbasi clarified that he has
been associated with the party for
thirty-five years. While acknowl-
edging his lack of contact with
Nawaz Sharif since the latter's re-
turn, Abbasi affirmed that he has
neither applied for nor contested
any election against PML-N.

ing the request for a PML ticket.

QUETTA: Muhammad Amjad, the Dircetor General of the Punjab Forensic Science Agency,s cur-
rently receiving abriefing at the Balochistan Home Department regarding the Balochistan Forensic

Science Laboratory.
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ECP initiates inquiry into alleged ir-
regularities in recruitments

LAHORE (INP): The Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
hasinitiated an inquiry into al-
leged irregularities in recruit-
ments and promotions within
the Punjab Assembly Secre-
tariat. Over 300 appointments
and promotions have come
under scrutiny, with particular
attention to 35 new recruit-
ments approved during

the recent caretaker gov-
ernment period.

Reports indicate that the
Election Commission has taken
note of promotions violating
rules, including the elevauon of
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four deputy super
during the caretaker govern-
ment. Additionally, promotions

of retired employees were un-

covered during the investiga-

tion.

Sources reveal that within
i tended
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in the Punjab Assembly. The

adjournment was granted at the

request of the government law-

yer, with the Pmeeculor Gen-
1
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to various positions such as
assistant secretary, deputy sec-
retary, staff officer to the
speaker, English reporters, as-
sistant security officers, tele-
phone operators, assistant ga-
rage supervisor, lawn supervi-
sor, and security assistants.

In related news, the
Lahore High Court deferred
the hearing on the bail applica-
tion of former Punjab Chief
Minister Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi. Elahi faces charges in
the case of illegal recruitment

eral 1 to presen( ar-
guments during the next hear-

=

Justice Shahram Sarwar
Chaudhry, presiding over the
bail application, expressed that
'more respite should be given,'
leading to the adjournment of
the hearing.

Anti-corruption authorities
have filed a case against
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, and
the Lahore High Court is now
reviewing his bail application
afteran earlier rejection by the
anti-corruption court.




