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PML N and National Party (NP) Explore Electoral Alliance
in Balochistan for 2024 General Elections

Quetta Voice Special Report :
Quetta: In a strategic

move ahead of the upcoming
general elections on February
8, 2024, the Pakistan Muslim
League (N) and the National
Party (NP) are in talks to forge
an electoral alliance in certain
constituencies in Balochistan.
Former Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan,
confirmed that both parties
have reached an understand-
ing to collaborate in key dis-
tricts.

Negotiations are under-
way for seat-to-seat adjust-
ments and electoral alliances
in districts such as Awaran,
Lasbela, Hub, and other parts
of Balochistan.

 “There is a possibility of
an electoral alliance,” stated
Jam Kamal, emphasizing the
ongoing discussions between
the two political entities.

Dr. Malik Baloch
And Jam Kamal Met

Jam Kamal recently held
a crucial meeting with Dr.
Malik Baloch, Chief of NP and
former Chief Minister of
Balochistan, to discuss the
prospects of forming an elec-
toral alliance in select constitu-
encies.

 The history between the
two parties indicates a positive
political relationship, with PML
N having nominated Dr. Malik
Baloch as Chief Minister of
Balochistan during the 2013
general elections, despite hav-
ing a majority in the
Balochistan Assembly.

The Central Secretary
General of NP, Jan

Muhammad Buledi, expressed
optimism about the potential
alliance, noting that negotia-
tions could include Awaran and
Lasbela constituencies.

Jan Buledi Ex-
presses Optimism
About An Alliance

Political observers point
out that Jam Kamal Khan has
strategically expanded his po-
litical influence in Awaran, pos-
sibly as a response to chal-
lenges from his arch-rival Mir
Quddus Bizenjo, the former
CM of Balochistan. Bizenjo
has reportedly sought to exert
pressure on Jam Kamal in Hub
and Lasbela districts, particu-

larly during his tenure, which
resulted in the designation of
Hub as a district to counter the
impact of Jam Kamal’s politi-
cal stronghold.

PML N Garnger
Support Of Influen-

tial Figures
Sources suggest that the

PML N has successfully gar-
nered the support of influential
figures in Balochistan, position-
ing itself to form a coalition
government in the province.
The alliance between PML N
and NP is seen as a significant
development that could shape
the political landscape in
Balochistan.

As the electoral alliance
discussions progress, the out-
come is expected to have im-
plications for the distribution of
seats and power dynamics in
the region.

Political analysts are
closely monitoring these devel-
opments, anticipating their im-
pact on the upcoming general
elections and the subsequent
formation of the provincial gov-
ernment.

This news story aims to
provide a comprehensive over-
view of the ongoing negotia-
tions between PML N and NP,
shedding light on the historical
context and potential implica-
tions for the political landscape
in Balochistan.

Pakistan Faces Polio Surge: Urgent Call for
Mandatory Vaccination

Dawood Ahmed:
ISLAMABAD: In a concern-

ing development, the presence of
the polio virus has been con-
firmed in various districts across
Pakistan, including the capital
city of Islamabad. The Ministry
of Health reports that 14 environ-
mental samples from different dis-
tricts tested positive for the vi-
rus.

According to the ministry’s
spokesperson, the samples in-
clude 3 from Peshawar, 2 from
Hyderabad, and 2 from Karachi
East. Additional cases were iden-
tified in Karachi Central, Kemari,
and West, each contributing to
the growing concern over the
spread of polio.

The virus was also detected
in one sample each from Sukkur,
Quetta, Kohat, and Islamabad, in-
dicating a widespread presence of
the polio virus in the country.

Children Under The
Age Of 5 Years

Must Be Vaccinated
In response to the alarming

situation, the Ministry of Health
has issued a stern directive, urg-
ing parents to ensure that all chil-
dren under the age of 5 receive
compulsory polio vaccinations.
This preventive measure is cru-
cial in protecting children from the
debilitating effects of polio.

The ministry emphasizes the
significance of timely vaccina-
tions to curb the spread of the vi-
rus and prevent its potentially
severe consequences. Authorities

are working tirelessly to address
the situation,

and citizens are urged to co-
operate with health officials to
eliminate the threat of polio in the
affected areas.

The news comes as a re-
minder of the collective responsi-
bility to maintain high vaccination
coverage and eradicate polio from
Pakistan, contributing to global
efforts to make the world polio-
free.

A Taste of History: Landi – Preserving Tra-
dition and Flavor in the Rugged Frontier

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: High in the wind-

swept mountains of Pakistan’s
Frontier Regions, bordering Af-
ghanistan, lies a culinary legacy
dating back centuries:  Landi. This
sun-dried meat, a testament to
human ingenuity and adaptation,
isn’t just food; it’s a story etched
in every savory bite. For genera-
tions, tribesmen have relied on
Landi as a way to combat the harsh
realities of their environment.  In-
hospitable terrain, unpredictable
weather, and the ever-present
threat of blocked roads and com-
munication loss necessitated a
solution for food preservation.
Enter Landi, a method as simple
as it is effective.

From Necessity to
Delicacy:

Landi’s story begins with
“special lambs,” imported from
Afghanistan and carefully chosen
for their meat quality.  Haji
Hameedullah, owner of two Landi
shops on the bustling Quetta-
Chaman road, describes the pro-
cess with reverence. Salt and a
unique blend of mountainous
herbs are rubbed onto the meat,

infusing it with an earthy aroma
that speaks of ancient wisdom.
Then, under the relentless sun,
nature works its magic. Day after
day, for nearly a month, the meat
dries, transforming into a concen-
trated nugget of flavor and suste-
nance.

Beyond Hunger, a
Cultural Touchstone:

Landi wasn’t just a weapon
against hunger; it was a shield
against the biting cold of the

region’s deserts and villages.
Nomadic communities and

frontier families alike depended on
this portable source of protein, a
vital companion on their journeys
and a reliable comfort during
harsh winters. A Taste of Adven-
ture for Modern Palates: Today,
Landi transcends its practical ori-
gins to become a sought-after
delicacy. Foodies and travelers,
captivated by its rich history and
unique flavor profile, flock to
Quetta and Chaman to experience
this taste of the Frontier.

ECP says it is ‘fully functional’
following reports of secretary’s

resignation due to ill health

ISLAMABAD: The
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) on Sunday said that
it was “fully functional”

while Secretary Omar
Hamid Khan was on “medical
rest” and would soon resume
his duties if his health permit-
ted.

The electoral watchdog’s
statement came after TV
channels and media reports
claimed Khan had stepped
down from his post ahead of
the February 8 general elec-
tions due to ill health, raising
concerns over conducting
timely elections.

In a press release, a copy
of which is available with
Dawn.com, the ECP said
Khan was an intelligent and
hardworking officer, who was
performing his duties with dili-
gence.

“His health was poor and
he had been on medical rest
before. If his health permits, he

will soon perform his official
duties,” it said, without elabo-
rating further.

The election commission
asserted that it was “fully func-
tional” and was facing no
hurdles in performing its job,
adding that the ECP and its
offices were working even on
holidays.

“In the secretary’s ab-
sence, two special secretaries
of the commission are per-
forming their duties in an effi-
cient manner,” the electoral
watchdog added.

The statement was also
shared on social media plat-
form X by caretaker Informa-
tion Minister Murtaza Solangi,
who urged people to refrain
from paying attention to
rumours.

“We pray to Allah for his
complete and speedy recovery.
[The] election commission is
fully functional and there is no
crisis of any kind,” he added.
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Collaborative Growth with Ger-
man Consulate’s Focal Person

for Economic Development
Editorial:
In the bustling city of Quetta, where the echoes of development are
becoming increasingly audible, the people and business leaders of
Balochistan extend a heartfelt appeal to the German Consulate in
Karachi. Today, as we reflect on the dynamic friendship between Paki-
stan and Germany, we take a moment to express our gratitude to the
German government for its sponsorship of various development projects
that have notably enhanced the socio-economic conditions of our prov-
ince.

Balochistan, with its vast and untapped potential, stands as a reser-
voir of economic opportunities awaiting exploration through interna-
tional partnerships. Recognizing this significant potential for collabora-
tion, we underscore the crucial role that the German Consulate can
play in promoting economic growth, facilitating trade, and attracting
investments to our resource-rich region.

The spirit of our appeal lies in a call for enhanced cooperation,
urging the German Consulate to initiate dialogues and engagement ses-
sions with local entrepreneurs, industrialists, and investors. This col-
laborative approach promises not only to benefit the business commu-
nity but also to contribute significantly to the overall economic develop-
ment of Balochistan.

Our province boasts unique offerings in sectors such as minerals,
agriculture, and fisheries, aligning harmoniously with Germany’s inter-
ests and expertise. By actively involving the business community, the
German Consulate has the opportunity to identify mutually beneficial
opportunities and contribute to the prosperity of both regions.

While expressing our appreciation for the appointment of a focal
person for the business community of Sindh and Balochistan, we hum-
bly stress the importance of broader consultation with all stakeholders
in Balochistan. We believe that inclusive decision-making will undoubt-
edly enhance the success of such initiatives.

We are optimistic that, under its current leadership, the German
Consulate will not only recognize the significance of Balochistan’s eco-
nomic landscape but also take proactive steps to strengthen economic
ties. Our people and business leaders eagerly anticipate constructive
engagement that fosters a lasting partnership between the German
Consulate Karachi and our province.

Together, as great friends on the global stage, Pakistan and Ger-
many can unlock the full potential of economic collaboration and con-
tribute to the shared prosperity of our regions. Balochistan, with its rich
tapestry of opportunities, should not be overlooked in development and
key appointments.

 We trust that our collective efforts will pave the way for a brighter
future for all, and as a newspaper, we remain committed to facilitating
this collaborative journey toward progress and prosperity.”

Spoiling peace
By Muhammad Amir Rana:

Unlocking The Greatest Enigma
Hafiz Abdul Majid :

Humans are biologi-
cally named Homo sapi-
ens, or “wise men.” Carl
Linnaeus, a Swedish bi-
ologist, and physician,
coined this term in 1758.
We are wise because we
can think, learn, and
communicate. All these
faculties are due to the
human brain, which
hardly makes up 2 % of
our body size. This tiny
organ on our shoulders,
which weighs only 3
pounds, has made hu-
mans the unchallenged
ruler of the planet Earth.

With their superior
intelligence, they have
built machines to fly in
the air and explore the
depths of oceans. With
their astounding cogni-
tive and behavioral ca-
pabilities, they have un-
locked many secrets of
nature. They have
landed on the moon and
successfully sent un-
manned spacecraft to
Mars. Despite all these
feats performed by hu-
mans, there are some
unsolved secrets to un-
ravel. The greatest mys-
teries that humanity is
grappling with are – the
universe and the human
brain.
The human brain
is the most fasci-
nating and com-
plete structure in

the universe
Perhaps the human

brain is the most fasci-
nating and complex
structure in  the uni-
verse. Though it has a
very small size i.e. 1350
cubic centimeters, yet
human brain remains an
enigma beyond human
ken. Scientists have em-
barked on different
projects to unlock this
mystery.

Developed coun-
tries are pumping bil-
lions of dollars in these
projects, aimed at under-
standing the functioning

of the human brain. Ow-
ing to the enormity and
complexity of the chal-
lenge, scientists in di-
verse fields like neuro-
science, physics, chem-
istry, biology, statistics,
and computer science
have teamed up to work
on these projects. It is
believed that these
projects will take many
years to accomplish any
final mapping or simula-
tion model of the human
brain. It  is believed,
hacking the human brain,
will usher humanity into
a post-human era, alter-
ing the course of human
history.

US launches
BRAIN

project in 2016
Brain Research

Through Advancing In-
novative Neurologies
(BRAIN), is one of such
projects launched by the
US government in 2016.
It mainly focuses on the
analysis of neuronal cir-
cuits by mapping the
neural pathways in the
brain. It is a gigantic task
to map 100 billion neu-
rons in the brain. Accord-
ing to neuroscientists
each of these neurons is
connected with 10,000
other neurons. To pass
signals among these
neurons there exists an-
other dense web of at
least 1,000 trillion synap-
tic connections. This
project was initially
funded with a whopping
amount of $ 3 billion.
EU launches
Human Brain

Project
The Human Brain

Project (HBP), is another
human brain research
initiative funded and
launched by the Euro-
pean Union.

The objective of the
HBP is to decode the
human brain by produc-
ing a simulation of the
human brain in a

n e u r o m o r p h i c
supercomputer. It was a
ten-year program started
in 2013, and European
Commission allocated a
staggering grant of 1 bil-
lion euro for this project.
China and Japan have
also embarked on similar
projects of their own.

These projects are
considered game chang-
ers for humanity.

Advocates of these
projects believe that akin
to advancement in
nuclear physics, and de-
coding of the human ge-
nome the human brain
projects will trigger an-
other dramatic historical
epoch in human history.
Apart from the promising
benefits in the treatment
of mental ailments, these
projects can offer tre-
mendous opportunities
for the enhancement of
human brain capabilities.
One in every eight

people in the
world suffers

from some kind of
mental disorder:

WHO
According to the

World Mental Health
Report (2022), published
by the WHO, one in ev-
ery eight people in the
world suffers from some
kind of mental disorder.
These studies of the hu-
man brain will help us
understand neuropsy-
chiatric disorders, diag-
nose these ailments and
effectively treat them.
Diseases like
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s,
autism, schizophrenia,
and depression etc. will
be easy to treat and pa-
tients suffering from
these diseases will be
able to live a normal life.

Neuralink, a
neurotechnology

company
formed by Elon
Musk in 2016

Besides accelerated
biomedical knowledge
and improved treatment
of mental disorders, re-
sulting from human brain
studies,

scientists are opti-
mistic that a better un-
derstanding of the
brain will immensely
benefit patients with
brain injuries.

Damaged parts of
the brain can be repaired
and made functional by
neural implants.

One such wonder-
ful implant device has
been developed by
Neuralink, a
neurotechnology com-
pany formed by Elon
Musk in 2016.

This device is
named Neuralink- N1,
when implanted in the
human brain, it serves as
an interface between the
human brain and the
computer.

The US Food &
Drug Administration
(FDA),  has recently al-
lowed the Neura Link to
implant their brain-read-
able chips in humans.
With the help of this
chip, users will be able
to connect, communi-
cate and control their
computers and mobile
phones through their
thoughts.

envisions a
future when
the human

brain will be
re-engineered

Through implants
in the brain, paralyzed
patients will be able to
use their bionic limbs as
conveniently as they
would use their organic
limbs.

They will be able to
use and control the com-
puters and machines by
using their thoughts.
Yuval Noah Hariri, envi-
sions a future when the
human brain will be re-
engineered and neural
networks are replaced by

intelligent software, lib-
erating human beings
from the limitations of
their organic bodies.

Some scientists and
writers like Ray Kurzweil,
Martin Rees, and Michio
Kaku claim that further
development in
neurotechnology will
enable us to transfer hu-
man minds into robots
and experience life out-
side our organic mortal
bodies.

They also believe
humans can outlive their
organic selves by down-
loading their memories
and consciousness onto
computers.

“To know
thyself is the
beginning of

wisdom”,
Socrates said
two thousand
years back
The pace of scien-

tific developments and
advancement in the past
few decades have been
marvelous. Socrates, the
greatest of philosophers,
more than two thousand
years back, said

“To know thyself is
the beginning of wis-
dom”. It appears that we
have started the journey
to understand ourselves.
After decoding the hu-
man genome, humanity
is now all set to unwrap
the most sophisticated
and intelligent of ma-
chines in the universe.
Transhumanists believe
that with this exponen-
tial speed of develop-
ment, it will not be very
long before humans will
enter the next stage of
their evolution.

 Technologies like
genetics, robotics, artifi-
cial intelligence and
nanotechnology, will be
widely used to redesign
humans, by radically im-
proving their minds,
memories, behavior, and
physiology.

Complex conflict
By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

THREE months into
the war in Gaza, thou-
sands of Palestinians,
including a large number
of children, have been
martyred by the Israeli
Defence Forces. What is
the end goal of Israel for
which it has unleashed
unprecedented death
and destruction? Israel’s
stated objective is that it
wants to destroy Hamas.
This is not credible be-
cause Israel is meting out
genocide-like collective
punishment to all Pales-
tinians, and not just
Hamas.

Is Israel’s goal, then,
to create a ‘greater Israel’
by forcibly pushing the
Palestinians into
neighbouring Arab coun-
tries or elsewhere? If that
be the objective, Israel
has certainly overesti-
mated what its brutal
force can achieve, and
underestimated the resil-
ience of Palestinians,
who seem determined
not to leave the land on
which their ancestors
had lived for millennia.

The Palestine-Israel
conflict is a complex is-
sue. One land, two claim-
ants: Jews and Palestin-
ians. Both cite history to
consolidate their claim to
the land. The roots of
this conflict lie in the de-
cision of the British in
1917, called Balfour Dec-
laration, to settle the
Jews of Europe in Pales-
tine. Once a sufficient
number of Jews had
reached Palestine and
displaced the local Arab

population, the British
took the matter to the UN
in 1947, where it was
agreed to have two sepa-
rate states, Palestine and
Israel. However, Israel
has never allowed the
two-state solution to
work. Instead, it has im-
posed an apartheid-like
occupation on the help-
less Palestinians.

The issue also has
an ideological dimen-
sion. The state of Israel
was created for the Jews
of the world. The name
itself comes from Hazrat
Yaqoob (Jacob), the son
of Haz-rat Ishaq, and
grandson of Hazrat
Ibra-him. Hazrat Yaqoob
was also called Israel,
and his descendants as
Bani Israel.

His successors in-
cluded Hazrat Daud
(David) and his son
Hazrat Suleiman, both of
whom built large king-
doms in this territory.
Prophet Moses rescued
the Bani Israel and
brough t them to this
land from Egypt. All
these Prophets are
equally sacred for Mus-
lims. Add to that the
Masjid al-Aqsa, which
was the Qibla-i-Awwal.
Holy Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) as-
cended to Heaven
(Mairaj) from this
mosque. Israel has no
right to deny Muslim
Palestinians the right to
live in the lands which
they hold in such holy
esteem.

Israel continues to
justify its atrocities in

the name of “self-de-
fence”. The Hamas action
of October 7, 2023 did not
take place in a vacuum as
the UN secretary general
had rightly remarked. The
Palestinians are under
brutal occupation. The
Hamas action was an act
of resistance against the
occupying force, which
is permissible under inter-
national law.

Israel’s indiscrimi-
nate firing on Palestinian
houses, schools, and
hospitals  has elicited
massive protests not
only in Arab or Muslim
countries, but all across,
including in the United
States. Yet, Israel is not
ready to listen to these
voices. One reason for
such a ferocious Israeli
response could be that
there is domestic criticism
for not anticipating the
Hamas attack. Further,
Netanyahu wants to look
strong as his domestic
popularity is declining.
The firm support of the
US may have also
emboldened the Israeli
leadership. Another rea-
son could be that Arabs
and Muslims could not
display enough unity to
take tangible actions
against Israel, such as
boycotting Israeli prod-
ucts or even cutting off
diplomatic ties.

Nevertheless, pres-
sure is now mounting on
Israel. The US cannot
continue to ignore the
loud calls of the interna-
tional community for an
immediate and perma-
nent ceasefire.

WHAT if the doors of
Prime Minister House
had opened for the
Baloch protesters de-
manding an end to en-
forced disappearances
and extrajudicial killings,
and what if the president
of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan had given
them a chance to share
their painful stories?

Wouldn’t this have
been a substantial con-
fidence-building mea-
sure for a province suf-
fering from insurgency,
terrorism, bad gover-
nance, and economic cri-
sis for decades?

The victims’ fami-
lies — currently camped
out in the open in the
midst of the Islamabad
winter — had come for
justice and needed
empathetic treatment
from the state. They were
given a brutal reception
by the police and heard
spiteful remarks from
caretakers in the govern-
ment. If the caretakers’
response to the protest-
ers is taken as the re-
sponse of Pakistan’s in-
stitutions, it can only be
interpreted as a sign that
the centre remains un-
willing to rethink its
strategy for dealing with
Balochistan. If that is the

case, how does one in-
terpret the efforts by the
security establishment
to open a dialogue with
Baloch society, espe-
cially its youth? Either
the state institutions are
confused, or they have
been trapped by those
who seek to spoil peace.

Stedman’s theory
of the spoiler problem in
peace processes can
help shed more light on
this situation. The theory
is a pillar in conflict stud-
ies: it defines spoilers as
leaders and parties who
believe that an emerging
peace threatens their
power, interests, and
worldview.

Each spoiler is a dis-
tinct entity, and Stedman
identifies four key chal-
lenges in  managing
spoilers: position (inside
vs outside), number, goal
type (limited, greedy, to-
tal), and locus (leader-
ship vs followers). These
factors influence how
spoilers disrupt peace
processes, as ‘inside’
spoilers use covert tac-
tics, while ‘outside’ ones
resort to overt violence.

In short, the
Stedman theory can be
described by thinking of
a peace process as a frag-
ile bridge being erected
over a chasm of conflict.

The spoilers are shad-
owy players who, driven
by various motives, are
determined to topple that
bridge before it is com-
plete. The conflict in
Balochistan is multifac-
eted, and the state and
society are still strug-
gling to find a strong
bond for cohesion. In
state policy, the province
is considered a special
case in all respects —
from governance to re-
source distribution and
political empowerment
to security; everything
has created a class of
cronies. The cronies are
from diverse back-
grounds, including state
institutions, the political
and tribal elite, religious
clergy, bureaucracy, and
contractors. They seek
power and money from
the crisis: resolving the
conflict is never in their
interest. The state’s in-
terest lies in stability, and
institutions believe in
maintaining the status
quo. They see factors
and actors challenging
their order with suspi-
cion. The state relies on
the wisdom of its cronies,
and it fears dialogue with
actors who do not agree
with its worldview and
policies. If political com-
pulsions build pressure

to widen interactions
with other stakeholders,
the spoilers from the
crony club start sabo-
taging the process.

The reason is
simple: Stedman identi-
fied their greed and the
fear of losing the advan-
tages they enjoy behind
their destructive tenden-
cies. The worst aspect of
the process is that they
advocate using coercive
measures and continue
constructing and widen-
ing their definition of
‘enemy’. For spoilers, all
those who disagree with
their policies, narratives,
and worldview fall in the
enemy category. This is
interesting because the
cronies themselves
come from varied ethnic,
religious, tribal, and so-
cial classes. They con-
struct an exclusive and
dichotomous definition
of patriotism through
which only they qualify
to be patriots. For ex-
ample, they portray
themselves as modern
yet oppose progressive
political and social
ideas. They claim to be
religiously moderate but
make alliances with reli-
gious fanatics.
Stigmatising and label-
ling adversaries are
spoiler tactics to win the

support of powerful in-
stitutions. Spoilers not
only destroy peace pro-
cesses, but they also fail
their patrons and create
hurdles in the way of any
effort for reconciliation
and cohesion. They ar-
ticulate the situation in
a way that holds the key
to peace and stability.

Balochistan’s sim-
mering discontent, fu-
elled by long-standing
grievances, has defied
repeated attempts at rec-
onciliation. The state in-
stitutions have been ex-
perimenting with a host
of measures to address
the crisis, including giv-
ing amnesty. If we look
deeper, the spoilers, who
have somehow become
‘custodians’  of the
peace process, can eas-
ily be identified. It is due
to them that nothing
changes. They spoilt the
Agh az- i-Haq o o q - i-
Balochistan package
during the Pakistan
Peoples Party govern-
ment (2008-13). The
PML-N government
(2013-18) followed in the
same footsteps after
making reconciliation
with Baloch insurgent
leaders a clause of the
National Action Plan,
announced in January
2015.

Not a new normal
By Muna Khan:

I TESTED positive for
Covid on the first day of
the new year in New
York. It is not an ideal
start to the year, or holi-
day, but the period of
isolation so far has
brought many reflec-
tions.

The most obvious
is that the pandemic is
not over.

Last Sunday, the
technical leader to the
World Health
Organisation’s Covid-19
response, Dr Maria Van
Kerkhove, reaffirmed on
X that Covid remains a

global health threat.
“[This new phase]

is marked by reduced
impact compared to the
peak of Covid 19 a few
years ago, but it’s still a
global health threat and
it’s still a pandemic caus-
ing far too many
( r e ) i n f e c t i o n s ,
hospitalisations, deaths
and long covid when
tools exist to prevent
them.”

Yet this has not re-
ceived the media atten-
tion it deserves.

At the time of my
writing, the United
States is facing the sec-

ond biggest surge of the
pandemic according to
data from the Centres for
Disease Control.

The surge is ex-
pected to peak next week
with an estimated two
million infections per day
and estimates that one in
three people will get
Covid. People must take
precautions, especially
masking, but masks alone
have become a divisive
issue here. Many people
cite “science” that claims
masks are ineffective in
preventing the spread.
This is why the media’s
role in public messaging

is critical right now, yet
its focus is on other is-
sues. Professor Eric
Topol’s op-ed in The
Los Angeles Times on
Thursday should sound
alarm bells for
policymakers, certainly
in the US, who “are still
playing make-believe”
about the current wave
atop of high cases of the
flu and respiratory virus.

The current JN.1
variant “has continued
its evolution with muta-
tions adapted for infect-
ing or re-infecting us,”
writes Topol. But, he of-
fers some good news:

the latest booster in the
US “provided protection
from hospitalisation in
the range of about 60 per
cent against JN.1 and
other recently circulating
variants.” Even those
who had not gotten this
booster were protected
from hospitalisations or
visits to the ER. The bad
news is that only 19pc of
Ameri-cans have re-
ceived the latest booster,
so far. This is the tragic
face of health inequities.
The United States isn’t
alone in  its “ state of
denialism and general re-
fusal to take simple steps

to reduce the risk of in-
fection,” writes Topol.
Countries all over the
world are not acting on
Covid mitigation strate-
gies. There’s a need to
resume testing, data col-
lection and public guide-
lines (like masking)
backed by trusted sci-
ence sources. We know
masks, air filtration and
proper ventilation work
against variants. When
combined with vaccina-
tions and testing, “we
have layers of defense
that work effectively to-
gether, no matter how the
virus evolves. The key is

to do it all, not rely on
only one,” writes molecu-
lar biologist Dr Lucky
Tran.  In fact, he recently
posted an image of a
rapid test that checks for
SARS-CoV-2, RSV, Ad-
e n o v i r u s ,
M.pneumoniae, and in-
fluenza. It isn’t approved
in most countries but
“imagine if governments
provided this for free to
the people!” But gov-
ernments like Joe Biden’s
are more interested in
securing a second term
and giving their ally Is-
rael a free pass to
co--m-mit more atroci-

ties.  “This passivity
re--inf-o---rces the illu-
sion that the pandemic is
be--h-i--nd us when it’s
actually raging,” writes
Topol. Since isolating,
Topol’s piece is one of
the few I’ve come across
on a mainstream media
outlet about the dangers
this wave poses. Friends
in Karachi say they’re
hearing about a rise in
cases there, too. My
chacha called a public
hospital in Karachi to ask
about boosters but was
told there are none and
no plans afoot to get
them either.
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Bangladesh kicks off general election pro-
cess amid boycott by opposition

Woman in 90s pulled from rubble five days
after Japan quake

Forced marriages: 53 cases reported in Peshawar
last year, but actual numbers are much higher

Tribunal clears way for Maryam Nawaz to
contest election from NA-119

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Senior Vice-
President and Chief
Organiser Maryam
Nawaz on Sunday got a
green signal to contest
elections from NA-119 in
Lahore.

Election Appellate
Tribunal disposed of an
appeal against the ac-
ceptance of Maryam
Nawaz’s nomination pa-
pers from NA-119.

It may be mentioned
here that Maryam Nawaz
has submitted nomina-
tion papers from six con-
stituencies of National
and Punjab Assemblies.

Maryam Nawaz’s
nomination papers had

been submitted from
NA-119 and NA-120 in
Lahore, and from PP-80,
PP-159, PP-160, and PP-
165.

Also on Saturday,
the Election Tribunals
had given go-ahead to
top members of the
Sharif family including
Maryam Nawaz to con-
test general elections
from different constitu-
encies.

The Election Tribu-
nal in Lahore had dis-
missed appeal filed
against approval of
Nawaz Sharif’s nomina-
tion papers. The Election
Appellate Tribunal up-
held the returning
officer’s decision to ac-

cept Nawaz Sharif’s
nomination papers from
NA-130 Lahore.

The Election Tribu-
nal in Lahore also dis-
missed an appeal chal-
lenging the acceptance
of the nomination papers
of former prime minister
and PML-N President
Shehbaz Sharif from NA-
132.

 The tribunal upheld
the decision of the re-
turning officer regarding
the acceptance of
Shehbaz Sharif’s nomi-
nation papers from NA-
132 and dismissed the
appeal.

Meanwhile, the
Election Appellate Tribu-
nal also threw out an ap-

peal against the approval
of Maryam Nawaz’s
nomination papers from
PP-80 Sargodha. The
Election Tribunal con-
sisting of Justice Asjad
Javed Gharal heard the
appeal of Mehar Tahir
Attar. However, the tribu-
nal upheld the returning
officer’s decision.

Malik Muhammad
Ashraf Khokhar is a se-
nior court reporter with
City News Network. He
has been associated with
the group since 2011 and
primarily covers news
related to the Supreme
Court, and the judicial
and administrative af-
fairs of the Lahore High
Court.

SUZU (INP): A woman in
her 90s trapped for five
days under the rubble by
a huge earthquake in
central Japan was res-
cued against the odds,
but snow and storms
were expected to compli-
cate relief efforts on Sun-
day.

At least 126 people
died in the magnitude-7.5
tremor on New Year's
Day and its aftershocks
– a toll that is sure to rise,
with 222 others reported
missing to local authori-
ties.

The jolt and its af-
tershocks toppled build-
ings, sparked a major fire
and triggered tsunami
waves of over a metre.

The hope of finding
survivors usually fades
three days after a de-
structive quake.

But the elderly
woman spent five days
under the wreckage of a
collapsed house in the
city of Suzu before be-
ing saved on Saturday.

She was taken to

hospital for treatment
and was responding
clearly to questions, ac-
cording to public broad-
caster NHK.

"Hang in there!"
rescuers were heard call-
ing to the woman in po-
lice footage from the
scene published by local
media.

"You're gonna be
OK!" they shouted as
rain fell around them.
"Stay positive!"

A Tokyo police
spokesman confirmed
that the rescue had been
carried out by officers
from Tokyo and
Fukuoka, but could not
give further details.

Many communities
on the Noto Peninsula,
where Monday's quake
struck, have been cut off
by damaged roads, with
some of the estimated
1,000 landslides also
blocking aid vehicles.

Cold rain was fore-
cast to turn to snow by
Sunday afternoon in the
peninsula on the Sea of

Japan side of the
country's main Honshu
island.

The bad weather
threatened to further
hamper the challenging
recovery mission of
thousands of police,
troops and other rescue
workers.  It could also
worsen conditions for
more than 30,000 people
in 366 government shel-
ters as of Saturday, with
relief materials slow to
reach areas suffering
water and power out-
ages.  "The first priority
has been to rescue
people under the rubble,
and to reach isolated
communities," Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
said in an interview with
NHK on Sunday.

The military has
sent small groups of
troops to each of the iso-
lated communities on
foot, he said. The gov-
ernment has also "de-
ployed various police
and fire department heli-
copters... to access them

from the sky", Kishida
added.

"In parallel with
these efforts, we need to
improve the conditions
in shelters, and the
health of those suffering
in the disaster," because
they may have to stay in
place for extended peri-
ods, he warned.

In Anamizu city, res-
cuers in heavy-duty or-
ange or blue waterproofs
were seen carrying a
body of a landslide vic-
tim covered in blue tarp
under a toppled pylon.

And among the
widespread destruction
in the city of Wajima, the
traditional red gate of
one shrine remained
standing, but the view
through it was a now-fa-
miliar mess of splintered
wood and toppled
beams. Japan experi-
ences hundreds of earth-
quakes every year and
most cause no damage,
with strict building codes
in place for more than
four decades.

DHAKA (INP):
Bangladesh on Sunday
kicked off its election
process which is ex-
pected to give Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
her fifth term in office but
the opposition parties
have boycotted the elec-
tions due to their mem-
bers being arrested in
large numbers.

Hasina's govern-
ment has been credited
with bringing significant
economic growth to a
country that was once
riddled with poverty but
has also been accused of
human rights violations
and of cracking down
ruthlessly on opposition
parties.

Despite having few
competitors, Hasina's
party has avoided field-
ing candidates in a few
seats to ensure that the

parliament remains a
multi-party institution.

Polling booths will
be open until 5pm and
the results will be de-
clared after midnight.

However, there
have been reports of
voters being threatened
with confiscation of gov-
ernment benefit cards if
they refuse to vote for
the ruling Awami League
"They said since the
government feeds us,
we have to vote for
them," said an elderly
voter from the central
district of Faridpur.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Hasina's opponents, in-
cluding the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP),
have called for a general
strike and have urged the
public not to vote, fol-
lowing months of pro-
tests last year demand-

ing the prime minister's
resignation ahead of the
election.

Hasina said the
main party boycotting
Sunday's national elec-
tions was a "terrorist
organisation", adding
that she was trying to
ensure her country re-
mained democratic and
urging the public to cast
their votes.

"The BNP is a ter-
rorist organisation," she
told waiting reporters af-
ter casting her vote mo-
ments after polls opened
at the Dhaka City Col-
lege, alongside her sis-
ter and daughter.

"I am trying my best
to ensure that democ-
racy should continue in
this country," Hasina
said.

LAHORE/PESHAWAR
(INP): A total of 53 forced
marriage cases involving
women and underage
girls were reported in
Peshawar during the last
year, shows official fig-
ures, as the inhuman cul-
tural practices mostly re-
main unchecked amid a
strong support for anti-
women sentiments in the
society.

Forced marriages
unfortunately remain a
part of society as the
practice is followed reli-
giously in Pakistan in
name of family honour
despite various legisla-
tions introduced to ar-
rest domestic violence
and extend women rights
across the country with-
out any discrimination
based upon caste and
creed as well social sta-
tus.

The reason behind
the state failure to pro-
vide protection to more

than half of our popula-
tion is twofold: lack of
will and absence of re-
sources.

Lack of will means
that the state isn’t ready
to open support neither
the girls nor the women
in their quest for basic
human rights and inde-
pendence, fearing a so-
cial backlash.

The only solid state
intervention to deal the
serious issue was the
Violence against Women
Centre established by
the PML-N government
in 2017 in Multan – a fa-
cility that provides ref-
uge and assistance to
the victims under one
roof.

This ground-break-
ing initiative was sup-
posed to expand across
Punjab, but got stalled
like other initiatives –
mass transit and heath
projects – taken by the
then government, as the

PTI shifted its focus to
things like relocating the
Taliban in the erstwhile
tribal areas of Pakistan.

Another aspect that
must be not forgotten
that these social evils
were here even before
the rise of extremism,
which didn’t introduce
the norms aimed at the
curbing the women free-
dom and restricting their
movement.

However, extremism
has certainly fuelled the
support for harsh treat-
ment towards women
and girls at a time when
they are trying their best
to be an independent
and productive member
of society by joining the
workforce.

On the other hand,
the existing state appa-
ratus – including police
and judiciary [at least the
lower level] – also misses
the required human re-
sources and mindset that

treat the women as equal
humans, meaning that a
victim may end up gen-
erating more problems, if
she decides to “rebel”.

In fact, mental tor-
ture isn’t even consid-
ered torture. At the same
time, many believe physi-
cal torture is a n inherent
right of parents and hus-
bands.

Police in Peshawar
say action has been
taken in 50 cases out of
the total of 53, resulting
in 53 arrests. Meanwhile,
35 of the victims were
women and 18 underage
girls.

At the same time, 16
women and 11 underage
girls were shifted to shel-
ter homes.

However, domestic
violence, forced mar-
riages and underage mar-
riages are so rampant in
Pakistan that only a few
victims even attempt to
report.

HYDERABAD: A View of Fog in Hyderabad City.

Cold Tightens its Grip on Quetta, Ziarat, and
Kalat Following Rain and Snowfall

News Desk:
In the aftermath of recent
snow and rainfall, the
cold has firmly taken
hold of Quetta, Ziarat,
Kalat, and various other
regions in the province.
Ziarat, Kan Mehtarzai,
Toba Kakari, Kalat, and
other mountainous areas
of Balochistan have wit-
nessed a sign ificant
amount of snowfall.

Quetta City, on the
other hand, experienced
heavy rainfall, exacerbat-
ing the challenges faced
by the local population.
The frigid weather has
led to issues such as gas
and power supply dis-
ruptions.

Tourists from
Quetta and across the
country flocked to Ziarat
to witness the season’s
first snowfall, with visi-
tors from Karachi and

other regions also mak-
ing their way to the pic-
turesque valley.

Despite the en-
chanting scenery, resi-
dents in Ziarat expressed
discontent with pro-

longed gas and power
supply outages. Yar
Muhammad Kakar, a resi-
dent of the Kawas area
in Ziarat, lamented,

 “We have been
without gas and power

supply for the last two
days.” He highlighted
the plight of women and
children, who are particu-
larly vulnerable in the
harsh weather, leading to
many

Quetta Earthquake 4.6 Magnitude: HinduKush
Epicenter, No Casualties

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: In a re-

cent seismic event,
Quetta City and its vicin-
ity experienced intense
tremors, causing wide-
spread fear and panic
among the residents.
The earthquake, measur-
ing a magnitude of 4.6,
originated from the for-
midable Mount Hindu
Kush, as reported by the
earthquake center.

As the shocks re-
verberated through the
region, individuals
rushed out of their
homes, seeking solace in

the recitation of Kalima
Tayyaba. Efficiently re-
sponding to the crisis,
relief teams are actively

assessing the situation
on the ground.

Fortunately, as of
now, there have been no

reported casualties or
significant property
damage.

The earthquake’s
epicenter, located in the
rugged terrains of Mount
Hind Kush, has
prompted authorities to
closely monitor the after-
math and ensure the
safety of the affected
communities.

Stay tuned for up-
dates as authorities con-
tinue to provide assis-
tance and monitor the
situation in Quetta and
its surrounding areas.

BYC Blocks Main Sariab Road Against
Non-Recovery Of Missing Persons

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: During

the third phase of the
ongoing movement pro-
testing the non-recovery
of missing persons and
the alleged extrajudicial
killings,

 the Baloch Solidar-
ity Committee organized
a rally in  front of
Balochistan University
in Quetta on Sunday.
The protest, part of a se-
ries of demonstrations
across Balochistan, saw
a significant turnout,
with participants includ-

ing students, youth, po-
litical activists, and
people from various
parts of Balochistan, in-
cluding members of the
Progressive Youth Alli-
ance.

The rally  com-
menced on Sariab Road
and proceeded towards
Customs Chowk. Dem-
onstrators voiced their
support for the Baloch
Long March protest
movement currently tak-
ing place in Islamabad.
They were demanding

the recovery of the miss-
ing persons.

The administration
had taken strict security

measures to avoid the
occurrence of any unto-
ward incident on the eve
of the protest.

HYDERABAD: A family on their way back after filling their pots with water from the
Indus River.

QUETTA: Provincial General Secretary Muslim League(N) Jamal Shah Kakar along with other leaders
lead the rally on the launch of the Balochistan election campaign.
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Around 100,000 children develop type 1 dia-
betes in Pakistan: Health experts

JUI-F names candidates for Punjab
NA, PA seats

KP governor urges ECP to address concerns
raised by political parties regarding polls

Karachi weather to remain dry and
colder in night

ISLAMABAD (INP): Around
100,000 children are estimated
to have type 1 diabetes in Pa-
kistan who need insulin for the
rest of their lives to live a nor-
mal and healthy life.

“Unfortunately, many of
them are not diagnosed timely
due to lack of awareness
among parents and most of the
treating physicians,” senior en-
docrinologists and health ex-
perts said on Saturday in a
media briefing.

They said sudden weight
loss, frequent urination and ex-
treme hunger as well as
change in the mood of the chil-
dren were some of the symp-
toms of Type 1 diabetes and if
such signs and symptoms ap-
pear, parents should take their
children to trained and quali-
fied physicians and insist for
checking the sugar of their
child.

“Of the 100,000 children
having type 1 diabetes in Paki-
stan, many are not diagnosed

timely and die within a few
days of the onset of the dis-
ease.

“If parents are aware of
symptoms of type 1 diabetes
and such children are treated
by trained and qualified physi-
cians, their lives can be saved
by giving them insulin for the
rest of their lives,” diabetologist
and head of Changing Diabe-
tes in Children, Prof. Abdul
Basit, said.

He said, “Our goal is to
reach out to 3000 children
whose parents cannot afford
insulin throughout the country
and provide them free of
charge insulin to live a normal
and happy life.”

The Ambassador of Den-
mark to Pakistan, Jakob Linulf,
also deplored that hundreds of
children were dying as their
parents didn’t know that their
children had Type 1 diabetes
and they were not getting the
right, which is insulin that could
save their lives and help them

live a long, healthy and happy
life. “There is a need to tell
parents that early diagnosis of
type 1 diabetes can save the
lives of hundreds of children in
Pakistan. There is also a need
to train physicians and doctors
regarding the proper diagnosis
of Type 1 diabetes and put
them on insulin as per guide-
lines”, the ambassador said.

Irum Ghafoor, manager of
Changing Diabetes in Children,
said they have 16 Changing
Diabetes in Children centres in
different regions covering all
provinces including Punjab,
Balochistan, Sindh, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and also the fed-
eral capital, Islamabad.

“Through these centres,
we have enrolled 1,544 chil-
dren across Pakistan by the
end of year 2023. Children liv-
ing with diabetes who visit
these centres have access to
free insulin and blood glucose
monitoring equipment for bet-
ter diabetes control”, she said.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-
F) has announced its candidates
for 53 national and 153 provin-
cial constituencies of Punjab,
including seats from Lahore.

The JUI-F has fielded
Saleemullah Qadri from NA-
130, NA-118 and PP-175 and
Hafiz Ghazanfar Aziz from NA-
128 for the upcoming elections.

Interest ingly, Hamza
Shehbaz is expected to contest
from NA-118. Further, the party
has fielded Maulana Safiullah
from NA-92, Ziaur Rehman
NA-56/PP16, Sajjad Wains NA-
148, Muhammad Safdar
Shehbaz NA-165/167/168/PP-
254, and Maulana Yahya Abbassi
NA-176/PP-273.

The statement also said that

Maulana Yahya Abbasi from NA
176 and PP 273, Maulana
Mudassar Irfan from PP 288,
Abdullah Fahad Langriyal from
PP 272 and Maulana Ziaur
Rahman from PP 258 are among
the other candidates of JUI.

The party expressed confi-
dence that its candidates will
win the support of the people in
the upcoming elections.

ECP unveils constituency-
wise polling station lists

Meanwhile, Returning of-
ficers (ROs), in line with the
directives of the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP), have
published the constituency-wise
preliminary lists of polling sta-
tions.

Candidates and voters have
the opportunity to submit their

suggestions or objections re-
garding polling stations to the
District Returning Officers
(DROs) until January 11, 2024.

DROs are set to declare
their decisions on these objec-
tions or suggestions from Janu-
ary 12 to 17, with the final list
of polling stations to be revealed
15 days before the elections.

The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) yesterday
completed priority-based train-
ing for election supervisory staff
appointed for the smooth con-
duct of the 2024 general elec-
tions. According to the electoral
body, the training of 579,191
people has been completed,
while the remaining 406,222
people will complete training by
February 1.

KARACHI (INP): The Met
Office on Sunday has forecast
dry weather with colder night
in Karachi during next 24
hours.

Minimum temperature
was recorded 13.5 degree Cel-
sius in the city, while maximum
temperature likely to remain
between 26 to 28-degree Cel-
sius, weather department said.

Humidity level in Karachi
recorded 58 percent in the
morning, the Met Office said.

The metropolis was mea-
sured to have 187 reading of
particulate matter on the air
quality index and ranked 6th

most polluted city of the world
today. Earlier, health experts
described Karachi’s air qual-
ity as “very unhealthy” and
advised citizens to restrict their
outdoor activities especially
during peak pollution hours.

It is to be mentioned here
that AQI as high as 151-200 is
considered unhealthy, while an
AQI reading between 201 to
300 is more harmful and AQI
reading over 300 mark is ex-
tremely hazardous. According
to experts, the air becomes
heavier in the winter, causing
poisonous particles in the at-
mosphere to move downwards

and making the atmosphere
polluted. As a result, a layer of
polluted particles, including
large amounts of carbon and
smoke, engulfs an area.

The smoke produced by
factories or by burning coal,
garbage, oil or tyres, enters the
atmosphere and its impact ap-
pears at the onset of the win-
ter and remains till the end of
the season, experts said.

Although southwestern
winds blowing from the sea in
Karachi, work as a filter for
the air, these winds remain
mostly suspended during the
winter, experts said.

Appeal Challenging Former CM Jam Kamal
Nomination Papers Dismissed

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: On Saturday, the

Election Tribunal dismissed the
fifth appeal challenging the nomi-
nation papers of former Chief
Minister of Balochistan, Jam
Kamal Khan. Mr. Justice
Muhammad Hashim Kakar of the
Balochistan High Court, heading
the Election Tribunal, announced
the decision during Saturday’s
session, rejecting the appeal
against the approval of Jam
Kamal’s nomination papers.

As Of Now ET Approved
Over 200 Candidiates In

Balochistan
As of now, the Election Tri-

bunal has approved over 200 can-
didates in Balochistan, allowing
them to participate in the upcom-
ing general elections scheduled
for February 8, 2024.

During the sixth day of pro-
ceedings, the Election Tribunals
convened at the BHC, address-
ing 17 appeals. Among these, the
nomination papers of three can-
didates were approved, permitting
them to contest in the upcoming
election. Notably, the judge up-
held the decision of the Return-
ing Officer, affirming Jam Kamal’s
eligibility as a candidate.

Jam Kamal has been contest-
ing elections for both provincial
and national assembly seats in the
Lasbela and Hub districts of

Balochistan. A significant point
raised during the hearing was
brought up by Jam Kamal Khan’s
lawyer, who highlighted that the
term of Jam Kamal’s iqama had
expired in 2018. Despite this argu-
ment, the tribunal ruled in favor
of Jam Kamal, emphasizing the va-
lidity of his nomination.

Hearing Of Sardar
Akhtar Mengal’s

Appeals Adjourned
Till January 8

Meanwhile, the hearing on
the appeals of Sardar Akhtar
Mengal for two national and one
provincial assembly seat has been

adjourned until January 8.  Earlier,
Mengal was permitted to contest
the election for one national as-
sembly seat.

Notably, objections have
been raised regarding the iqama
status of two former chief minis-
ters.  The Election Tribunal, led
by Justice Hashim Kakar, con-
cluded the hearing of the appeals
during this session.  In the pro-
cess, the tribunal issued notices
to the concerned parties for eight
appeals while approving the nomi-
nation papers of three candidates,
granting them the right to contest
the election.  The legal proceed-
ings continue to unfold, shaping
the landscape for the upcoming
electoral process.

ECP rejects PTI’s claims against level
playing field

PESHAWAR (INP):  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Governor
Ghulam Ali has urged the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to address concerns
raised by political parties re-
garding the February 8 general
elections.

In an interview with a pri-
vate TV Channel , he said: “It
would be better if the election
commission calls a high-level
meeting of these political par-
ties before the elections or a
few days after them, and takes
action after hearing their con-
cerns.”

His statement comes amid
reservations voiced by certain
political circles on holding gen-
eral elections on Feb 8, as
scheduled by the election com-
mission, due to security con-
cerns.

On Friday, the Senate
passed a resolution, moved by
independent Senator Dilawar
Khan with only 15 lawmakers
in attendance, seeking to de-
lay the polls due to security
concerns.

However, the passage of
the resolution was roundly
criticised by various political

parties, while the caretaker in-
formation minister had insisted
that there was no directive of
the prime minister or the fed-
eral cabinet for a delay. The
Supreme Court was also sub-
sequently approached to de-
clare the resolution illegal and
act against its backers.

The next day, Jamaat-i-
Islami (JI) Senator Mushtaq
Ahmed submitted a fresh reso-
lution in the upper house,
emphasising the need to ensure
the timely conduct of the polls.

In an interview last night,
Governor Ali stated that it was
the provincial government’s
duty to “improve the law and
order situation and protect the
people”.

 He said the federal gov-
ernment and state institutions
were also responsible for the
same, adding that the army had
also agreed to deploy troops
and provide the requisite sup-
port.

The KP governor men-
tioned the issues of “law and
order, 18-hour-long load-shed-
ding, and toughest winter”. He
said the reason why people
were questioning whether the

polls would take place or not
was that a “tempo is not being
created”.

“Other areas where there
is winter as well as snow —
including Naran, Kalam, Swat
and Chitral — people there say
how will we encourage our
votes to come out [and vote],”
Governor Ali said, adding that
there were reports forecasting
snowfall in Peshawar as well.

He added that he heard
these concerns and told people
that the date for the polls had
been officially announced now.
Ali further stated that none of
the parties he had talked to
“wanted the elections to not
take place” but their “demand
was for peace and protection”.

Ali said it was his “respect-
ful request and suggestion” to
the ECP to sit with the political
parties and “convince” them
how it could provide them pro-
tection.

He stated that the consti-
tutional timeframe of polls be-
ing held within 90 days of the
National Assembly’s dissolu-
tion had passed “so elections
should take place” but the res-
ervations should be considered.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) has rejected Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)’s
claims against level playing
field for general election 2024,
sources said.

According to sources,
over 76 percent of the nomi-
nation papers of PTI candi-
dates have been approved by
the ECP.

Sources revealed that the
commission submitted the de-
tailed report regarding the level
playing field to Supreme Court
registrar.

Earlier, the Supreme Court
issued notices to the Inspector
General Police (IGP) of Punjab
Dr Usman Anwar, chief sec-
retary and AG Punjab on Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
petition seeking contempt of
court proceedings against the
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) for failing to ad-

dress the party concerns re-
garding level-playing field
ahead of the upcoming polls.

On Dec 22, the Supreme
Court (SC) directed the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to address PTI’s com-
plaints regarding a level play-
ing field in the general election
2024.

Following SC orders, the
ECP took notice of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) res-
ervations regarding the lack of
a level playing field in the run-
up to the upcoming general
elections, scheduled for Feb-
ruary 8, 2024.

The electoral watchdog
has sent a letter to provincial
election commissioners, chief
secretaries, and inspector-gen-
erals (IGs), ordering them to
remove PTI’s complaints about
mishandling of its candidates
and facing difficulties in filing
nomination papers.

Ahead of today’s hearing,
the PTI submitted additional
documents containing evidence
of the alleged denial of the
level-playing field before the
apex court.

In the documents, the SC
was informed that the nomina-
tion papers of as many as 668
PTI candidates were rejected
by returning officers appointed
by the ECP.

The plea moved on behalf
of Barrister Gohar Ali Khan
through Shaheen, sought a di-
rection from the Supreme
Court to ensure a level playing
field by not arresting PTI can-
didates, workers, and leaders.
seconders should not be ha-
rassed.

The petitioner urged the
apex court to direct the respon-
dents to provide a level play-
ing field to the PTI for free and
fair elections, in the interest of
justice.

QUETTA. President of Young Nurses Association Irshad Ahmed Baloch speaks during a
press conference.

QUETTA: President of Church Missionary Trust Association Balochistan Peter Aami speaks during a
press conference.

QUETTA: Leaders of Pakistan Muslim League (N) Noor Muhammad Dummar speaks during a press
conference along with new members of the party.


