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Major Attack Thwarted, 5
Terrorists Killed in Mach:

Balochistan Minister
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Security
forces thwarted three major
terror attacks at the Central
Jail Mach Bolan. Jan Achakzai,
the Balochistan Caretaker In-
formation Minister said five
terrorists were also neutralized
when security forces timely
retaliated.

However, levies sources
said a sub inspector of police
identified as Sajid Solangi was
also martyred in the attack.
They said six shops and a pri-
vate hotel were also severely
damaged in the attack.

The outlawed Baloch Lib-
eration Army (BLA) claimed
the responsibility for the attack.

Eye witnesses say thick
black smoke was also rising

from the spot of the attack.
However, Jan Achakzai

said three major terrorists bid
were foiled and now the situa-
tion was under control.

Residents of the area
were confined to their homes
in the aftermath of the terror-
ist attack. Huge security de-
ployment after the attack, lev-
ies sources said.

  Levies sources said sev-
eral people were also injured
in the attack. Videos shared on
social media shows injured be-
ing rushed to nearby hospitals.
Waseem Baig, the Spokesman
of the Civil Hospital said 13 in-
jured of the Mach incident
were brought to the Trauma
Centre for medical treatment.

PTI Rally Targeted In Sibi, 4 Killed
Several Injured

Nashad Baloch:
SIBI: At least four people

were killed when a blast targeted
a rally of the Pakistan Tehrik e
Insaf (PTI) on Tuesday evening.
Dr. Babar, the Medical Superinten-
dent of District Headquarters
Hospital confirmed the killing of
four people in the blast.

“We received four dead bod-
ies from the spot of the blast”, Dr.
Babar said.He said five were in-
jured in the blast were brought to
the Sibi hospital for medical treat-
ment. Police sources said the
bomb went off when the rally of
the former ruling party was pass-
ing through the main Jinnah Road
Sibi.

Names of the Injured:
Sohrab Khan, son of Akbar

Khan
Ronq Kumar, son of Naresh

Kumar
Nader Huss ain, s on of

Muhammad Waris
Mir Muhammad, son of Noor

Muhammad
Abdul Has eeb, s on of

Muhammad Khan
According to medical re-

ports, these individuals are cur-
rently receiving treatment at Dis-
trict Hospital Sabi.

Potential Perpetrators:
The authorities have re-

leased a list of individuals be-
lieved to be responsible for the

bomb blast:
Hamad Khan, son of Sarwar

Khan
Abd al-Waas, son of Abd al-

Basit
Muhammad Rafiq, son of

Hussain Bakhsh
Unknown individual
Law enforcement agencies

are actively pursuing leads to
identify the fourth suspect.

Ongoing Investigation:

The local police, in collabo-
ration with

 intelligence agencies, are
conducting a thorough investiga-
tion to determine the motive be-
hind the attack and apprehend all
individuals involved.

 Security has been height-
ened in the area to prevent any
further untoward incidents.

Appeal for Information:
Authorities urge the pub-

lic to come forward with any
in fo rm at io n regard in g th e
whereabouts of the suspects.

Anonymous tips can be
submitted to the local police
hotline.

This devastating incident
has shaken the community

,and authorities are com-
mitted to ensuring the safety
and well-being of residents.

 Updates on the investiga-
tion will be provided as more
information becomes available.
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Postal Ballots Among Pris-
oners in Balochistan; Only

166 Apply Out of 3,000
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In an unexpected
turn of events, a mere 166 out of
the 3,000 prisoners across 12 pris-
ons and 17 judicial lock-ups in
Balochistan have applied for
postal ballots, signaling a notable
lack of enthusiasm for the upcom-
ing elections.

Among the applicants, 162
prisoners from Loralai, Pashin,
and Sabi have submitted their re-
quests to their respective Return-
ing Officers, indicating a concen-
trated interest in certain areas. The
breakdown includes 103 prison-
ers from Central Jail Mach, 3 from
Central Jail Mastung, 18 from Dis-
trict Jail Dera Murad Jamali, and
15 inmates from Loralai. Addition-
ally, 12 inmates from District Jail
Zhob, 6 from District Jail Sibi, and
5 from District Jail Pishin have also
expressed their intention to vote
via postal ballot.

Low Number Raises
Questions

The low number of applica-
tions raises questions about the
level of political engagement
within the incarcerated population
of Balochistan, a senior prison
official said.

He said various factors, in-
cluding limited awareness or in-
difference, may be contributing to
this lackluster response.

Baloochistan’s prison au-
thorities and electoral officials are
working to ensure that eligible
prisoners are informed about their
right to vote and the process of
applying for postal ballots, he
mentioned. As the election date
approaches, efforts are being in-
tensified to encourage more ac-
tive participation from the prison
community in shaping the demo-
cratic process.

The prison administration
and election authorities are col-
laborating to address any con-
cerns or obstacles that may be dis-
couraging prisoners from partici-
pating in the electoral process.

Imran Khan, Shah Mahmood Qureshi sentenced to 10
years in jail in cipher case

NEWS DESK: A special court
established under the Official Se-
crets Act on Tuesday handed
both former premier Imran Khan
and ex-foreign minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi 10 years in jail
in the cipher case.

The cipher case pertains to a
diplomatic document that the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency’s
charge sheet alleges was never
returned by Imran. The PTI has
long held that the document con-
tained a threat from the United
States to oust Imran as prime min-
ister.

The verdict comes nine days
before the February 8 general elec-
tions, which the PTI is contesting
amid a state crackdown and with-
out an electoral symbol.

Both Imran and Qureshi have
been in jail in the run-up to the
elections. While Imran’s candida-
ture was rejected, Qureshi was
cleared to run for an NA seat from
Thar. But today’s conviction
means that both of them have
been disqualified from contesting
elections for the next five years.

This is Imran’s second con-
viction as he was also convicted
in the Toshakhana case on Aug 5,
and sentenced to three years’ im-
prisonment. The Islamabad High
Court (IHC) had suspended his
sentence. However, a division
bench had later rejected Imran’s
petition seeking the suspension
of the conviction.

This is the former foreign
minister’s first conviction. Special
Court Judge Abual Hasnat

Zulqarnain announced the verdict
in the case. At the outset of the
hearing, Imran and Qureshi were
given a questionnaire under Sec-
tion 342 (power to examine the
accused) of the Code of Criminal
Procedure. After Imran recorded
his statement, the court asked him
about the whereabouts of the ci-
pher, to which he replied: “I have
said the same in my statement that
I do not know. The cipher was in
my office.” The judge then sen-
tenced the two to 10 years in jail
in the case. After announcing the
verdict, the judge stepped out of

the courtroom, at which Qureshi
protested that his statement was
not recorded. In an informal con-
versation with reporters after the
hearing, Imran alleged that former
army chief Gen (rtd) Qamar Javed
Bajwa “conspired” against his
government for “extension”.

“Bajwa wanted another ex-
tension in November. Shehbaz
Sharif had promised him an exten-
sion,” the ex-premier claimed, add-
ing that PML-N’s Nawaz Sharif
prevented the same from happen-
ing as he knew the former army
chief’s men were a part of the team

probing the Panama Papers case.
In a post on X, PTI’s official

account issued a statement say-
ing that Pakistan stood with Imran
and Qureshi “who defended Pa-
kistan and stood for haqeeqi
azadi”. “No such sham trial can
change what happened in March-
April 2022, on the orders of
Donald Lu,” the statement added.

“A complete mockery and
disregard of the law in the cipher
case shall not lead us to forget
our primary responsibility in or-
der to provide justice to Imran and
Qureshi.

No action against journalists over criticism of
verdicts: CJP Isa

ISLAMABAD: As the Su-
preme Court emphasised journal-
ists should not be booked over a
social media campaign against
superior judges, Attor-ney Gen-
eral for Pakistan Mansoor Usman
Awan assured the apex court that
criminal cases will not be regis-
tered against reporters since
“honest criticism” of a judgement
was not a crime.

Led by Chief Justice Qazi
Faez Isa, a three-member bench
also comprising Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar and Jus-
tice Musarrat Hilali had taken up
a suo motu case regarding the
harassment of journalists.

The court, however, did not
pay heed to a request for the sus-
pension of proceedings  con-
ducted by the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) against jour-
nalists.

Against the backdrop of a
smear campaign against judges,
the FIA had issued notices to
over a dozen journalists and called
them on Monday (Jan 29).

The CJP observed that he did
not mind if “someone makes fun
of him but mocking the judiciary
brings harm to the country, re-

minding the limits the
Consti-tution imposes on criti-
cism”.

The suo motu notice was
taken on a joint resolution of the
Press Ass-o-c-i-ation of the Su-
preme Court (PAS) and the
Islamabad High Court Journalists
Association (IHCJA). In the ros-
ter, an earlier case on the same is-
sue instituted in 2021 — also at
the req-uest of the PAS — was
clubbed with the instant case.

During the hearing, PAS

President Aqeel Afzal recalled that
on Sunday caretaker Information
Minister Murtaza Solangi claimed
that out of a list of 47 journalists,
notices were issued to 22 by the
FIA.

According to AGP Awan, the
benchmark will remain that jour-
nalists should keep a balance be-
tween the requ-i-rements of Ar-
ticle 14 — which ensures the dig-
nity of man — and Art-icle 19
which ens-ures freedom of
speech. He added that criticism

should be targeted towards the
judgement.

“The benchmark, however,
will remain that the criticism
should be targeted towards the
judgement instead of becoming
part of a smear campaign against
the judges,” the AGP said.

CJP Isa said ‘fair criticism’
was not only the right of journal-
ists but also of every citizen;
therefore, no criminal action could
be initiated if the criticism was re-
lated to judgements as stipulated
under Article 19. He said the court
would ensure freedom of expres-
sion for every journalist.

It ordered AGP Awan to fur-
nish comprehensive statements
regarding the outcome of investi-
gations and actions taken in rela-
tion to earlier incidents of harass-
ment of journalists; for instance,
coercive actions against journal-
ists Matiullah Jan, Asad Ali Toor,
Imran Shafqat, and Aamir Mir.

The CJP asked AGP Awan to
reach out to  any intelligence
agency, inc-luding the Inter-Ser-
vices Intelli-gence (ISI) — and if
he failed to get any co-operation
on their behalf then he should re-
port it back to the top court.

IMF downgrades Pakistan’s
2024 growth estimate to 2pc

News Desk: The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has down-
graded Pakistan’s growth estimate
for fiscal year 2024 to two per cent,
according to a report issued on
Tuesday.

The Fund’s World Economic
Outlook (WEO) for January said
the estimate was downgraded by
0.5pc from 2.5pc in October’s out-
look.

The IMF’s latest growth
forecast is  lower than the
government’s 3.5pc GDP growth
target for the current year

Meanwhile, the IMF raised its
2024 global growth forecast to
3.1pc, citing unexpected resilience
in major advanced and emerging
market economies around the
world, including the United States
and China.

The updated figure is 0.2 per-
centage points higher than the Oc-
tober forecast.

“The global economy contin-
ues to display remarkable resil-
ience, with inflation declining
steadily and growth holding up,”
IMF chief economist Pierre-
Olivier Gourinchas told reporters
in South Africa on Tuesday.

“The chance of a soft land-
ing has increased, but the pace of

expansion remains slow and risks
remain,” he added, alluding to
policymakers’ attempts to suc-
cessfully cut inflation by raising
interest rates while avoiding a re-
cession. Despite the upgrade, the
IMF predicts that global growth
will remain below its recent his-
torical average of 3.8pc this year
and the next due to continued im-
pacts of elevated interest rates,
the withdrawal of pandemic-re-
lated government support and
persistently low levels of produc-
tivity. Among the Group of Seven
(G7) advanced economies, growth
in European countries looks set
to remain weak, reflecting ongo-
ing challenges, while Japan and
Canada are expected to fare
slightly better.

The IMF’s overall inflation
outlook remained unchanged at
5.8pc for 2024, but that masks a
significant underlying shift be-
tween richer and poorer countries.
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Ram won’t help but Nitish might
By Jawed Naqvi:

‘Climate aid’
By Umar Farooq:

Prioritising youth
By Arooj Waheed Dar:

IN the end, the bluster
of Ram temple could not
lift Narendra Modi’s spir-
its and he had to turn to
Nitish Kumar for help.
The chief minister of
Bihar is a crucial former
ally-turned-opposition
satrap. He returned last
week to the BJP’s corner
hoping to stabilise
Modi’s boat of unabated
ambition. In the process,
he ditched the opposi-
tion alliance.

Modi’s inability to
pouch divine blessings
for communal
polarisation wasn’t unex-
pected. The dog whistle
was still needed. Defiling
churches and
vandalising crosses sent
out the signal. There was
a need to ransack a
Mughal-era mosque in
Agra protectively, and to
raise slogans targeting
other relics of India’s
Muslim past.

The communal
powder needed to be
kept dry. The peace call
from the new temple’s
pulpit seeking to usher
the Hindu utopia of Ram
Rajya had not enthused
the opposition, compris-
ing a bulk of 63 per cent
voters who didn’t bat for
the BJP in 2019. Even the
grand Shankaracharyas
failed to bless the event,
with at least one of them
calling it a political show.

The event did seem
overplayed, and des-
tined to be no more than
media hamming. Reports
abound of lucrative land
deals ringing the city,
which now has an air-
port of its own. Religious
polarisation around
Ayodhya, moreover, has
been milked dry and
might not be the potent
brew again. Other av-
enues must be explored.

There’s an Indian
saying that a closed fist

is worth a hundred thou-
sand gold mohurs or
something as valuable.
Opened, it loses the mys-
tique, “it becomes worth-
less dirt”. It’s what may
have happened at the
temple to a revered
pomp-shunning deity.
Well-heeled men and
women showed up in
Ayodhya no doubt. But
that by itself could hardly
claim to define the elec-
toral logic of a complex
country in need of jobs,
food security and, if pos-
sible, scientific education
in backward states where
the BJP is strongest.

Indians see Lord
Ram as a shield against
adversities, as a healer,
not as a jewel-bedecked
deity he was inaugurated
as. After the mystery was
buried in the rubble of
the Babri Masjid, a mys-
tery woven around falsi-
fied history, blind faith
and misquoted judicial

verdicts, there was at
least the illusion of di-
vinity working for the
BJP. In the opulent
temple built  on the
rubble, the illusion dis-
appeared. Everyone saw
the prime minister look-
ing busy keeping the
cameras studiously fo-
cused on himself.

Seen with more
concern for facts, Mr
Modi’s two previous tri-
umphs, in 2014 and 2019,
resulted from earthy ele-
ments far removed from
the religious fervour he
hoped to produce in
Ayodhya last week. In
pre-independence com-
munalism, the two sides
used slaughtered cow
and pig heads to lure ri-
val responses.

In post-indepen-
dence mobilisations, the
cost-effective and more
high-yield method is
ru mo ur-m on gering.
Rumours of Muslims at-

tacking a train  coach
packed with Hindus was
mined to catapult Mr
Modi to the crucial local
post in Gujarat, which
became the launching
pad for his higher orbit.
Rumours of a Hindu girl’s
molestation, though it
proved to be a contrived
falsehood, burnt down
Muzaffarnagar to
polarise Jat Hindus in
2014. The Jats have
since rowed back.

In 2019, claims of an
aerial sortie using ‘cloud
cover’ to bomb an al-
leged cross-border terror
hub to avenge the killing
of 40 paramilitary men in
Pulwama whipped up a
nationalist froth to skim
votes from. On all previ-
ous occasions, a divided
opposition stood
pulverised. That looks
different for the 2024
contest. The INDIA al-
lies are savvier in guard-
ing their turf. It’s an as-

set but also a challenge.
It so happens that

India’s political cookie is
baked from caste and re-
gional interests. Kumar’s
departure could be a set-
back for the anti-Modi
grouping, but it has its
own contradictions. In
the 2014 elections, Nitish
Kumar wasn’t a Modi
ally when the BJP won 22
of Bihar’s 40 seats, and
Kumar got just two.

In 2019, allying with
Kumar’s party the BJP’s
toll dwindled to 17 seats,
and Kumar got 16. His
gain is not necessarily to
the BJP’s advantage.
The equation may thrive
on perversion, more
likely, by affecting the
optics adversely for IN-
DIA. Else, Bihar is not
done and dusted yet.

On the contrary, the
BJP with Shiva Sena won
42 seats of
Maharashtra’s 48 last
time. That alliance col-

lapsed. The Congress-
Shiv Sena-NCP group-
ing against Modi could
damage the BJP more
than he can afford. In
Punjab, the BJP-Akali
alliance won six of 13 in
2014 and four in 2019.
The snapped Akali Dal
alliance has been further
buried by the killings of
Sikhs abroad. From
Jammu and Kashmir, the
BJP uncannily won three
of the six seats last time.
Clearly, the BJP would
have to excel itself on
most fronts against a
prepared opposition.

This is where the
Congress needs to do
damage control and
make Mamata Banerjee
feel more secure as a
bulwark in West Bengal.
In fact, it’s the only state
where the opposition
needs to work hard to
cement its alliance. Facts
on the ground could
guide the way forward.

In 2014, the BJP
won two seats of the
state’s 42. Banerjee won
34. But in 2019, the BJP’s
tally jumped to 18 seats,
and Banerjee was down
to 22 with 43 per cent
votes and BJP coming
menacingly at 40pc.
Congress got two seats
from 5.61pc votes and the
CPI-M with 6.28pc
couldn’t get a single MP.
Banerjee has offered the
two seats to the Con-
gress. What should the
allies do? Currently, it’s
their unrealistic demand
for a greater number of
seats that threatens the
alliance. The Congress
and CPI-M both assert
they must save the con-
stitution. Would they do
the right thing then, or
play party politics and let
the country and the con-
stitution be damned, po-
tentially forever, no dif-
ferent from Nitish
Kumar?

POST-COP28, it is im-
perative to examine
Pakistan’s unique stance
in the climate change
dialogue.
Pakistan now faces a
new kind of challenge —
one that is environmen-
tal in nature but deeply
rooted in its
sociopolitical fabric.

Pakistan, despite its
minimal contribution to
global greenhouse gas
emissions, is at the fore-
front of climate change
impacts.

The country’s vul-
nerability to environmen-
tal disasters is not solely
due to global climatic
changes; it is also pro-
foundly exacerbated by
local factors. Rapid
u r b a n i s a t i o n ,

characterised by subpar
housing societies and an
obsession with cars and
expansive urban high-
ways, along with ram-
pant deforestation and
excessive reliance on
fossil fuels, have collec-
tively precipitated a se-
ries of environmental cri-
ses.

These develop-
ments, while possibly
benefiting the bureau-
cracy and enabling poli-
ticians to exploit taxpayer
funds, have led the coun-
try towards a situation
that is nearly irreparable.
These local issues, often
eclipsed by the broader
narrative of global cli-
mate politics, are the ac-
tual catalysts for
Pakistan’s escalating en-
vironmental degrada-

tion.
At the heart of these

challenges lies Pakistan’s
persistent dependence
on inefficient and hazard-
ous fossil fuels.

Additionally, envi-
ronmental protection
regulators, run by an ad
hoc bureaucracy that is
adept at nothing except
staging price control
photo ops against street
vendors, have failed to
establish procedures to
control emissions effec-
tively.

The problem with
Pakistan’s approach to
environmental issues is
a deeply ingrained de-
pendency mindset. Tra-
ditionally, the country
has sought external aid
to address its problems.
While bureaucracy and

NGOs continue to re-
ceive aid, these funds
often merely suffice to
support the lifestyles of
a few profiteers, offering
negligible benefits to the
community or the envi-
ronment. However, in a
world increasingly fo-
cused on environmental
integrity and sustain-
able development, this
dependent approach
poses a sign ificant
threat to Pakistan’s fu-
ture.

Triggered by the
greenwashing contro-
versy, there is focus on
a more stringent ap-
proach that prioritises
substantial emission re-
ductions before consid-
ering the trading of car-
bon credits.

 This global trend

towards ‘green condi-
tionalities’ poses a new
challenge for countries
like Pakistan. With the
carbon credit market
more competitive and
stringent, without regu-
lations we are out of the
park.

Another emerging
dimension in the global
environmental paradigm
is the focus on natural
capital credits. European
and UK policymakers
are currently developing
new codes that place
greater emphasis on
ecosystem services,
such as tokens and cred-
its derived from river
catchment areas and the
blue economy. For coun-
tries like Pakistan, this
presents an opportunity
and a challenge.

Wisdom and Vision: Shaping
Balochistan’s Future in the

2024 Elections
Editorial:
As the political landscape of Balochistan gears up for the upcoming general
elections on February 8, 2024, the province finds itself at a crucial juncture,
facing multifaceted challenges that demand careful consideration and thoughtful
decision-making from its residents. The list of candidates vying for leadership
reflects the diverse voices and aspirations of the people, and voters must make
wise and informed choices for the betterment of the province and the nation.

Maulana Fazal ur Rehman’s decision to contest the elections in NA-265
comes at a time when the political dynamics in Dera Ismail Khan are undergo-
ing significant changes, with the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gaining mo-
mentum. The pressures and challenges in his home city have compelled the
Chief of Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (JUI) to step into the political arena, presenting
a unique opportunity for voters to evaluate his vision for addressing the is-
sues faced by the region.
Akhtar Mengal, Mehmood Achakzai, Dr. Malik Baloch, Jam Kamal, Nawab

Aslam Raisani Contesting Elections
Balochistan, with its vast and diverse population, is home to leaders with

distinct political affiliations. Mehmood Khan Achakzai of Pakhtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PKMAP), Sardar Akhtar Jan Mengal of Balochistan National
Party (BNP), Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch of National Party (NP), former Chief Min-
isters, Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani, Jam Kamal Khan, Nawab Sanaullah
Zehri, Sardar Saleh Bhootani,  Khushal Khan Kakar of Pakhtunkhwa National
Awami Party (PNAP), and Maulana Muhammad Khan Sherani of Jamiat ul
Ulema e Islam Pakistan are among the prominent figures contesting in this
crucial election.

The province, however, grapples with persistent challenges, ranging from
backwardness and a sense of deprivation to issues related to education, health,
and the impending threat of climate change. The candidates must not only
articulate their plans for tackling these issues but also demonstrate a commit-
ment to fostering unity and collaboration to bring about positive change.

The Elected Leaders Must Prioritize Inclusive Policies
Backwardness and a sense of deprivation have long plagued Balochistan,

hindering its progress and development. The elected leaders must prioritize
inclusive policies that bridge the gaps between urban and rural areas, ensuring
equitable distribution of resources and opportunities.

Education and health are fundamental pillars of societal development.
The candidates should present comprehensive plans for improving the educa-
tion system, ensuring access to quality healthcare, and addressing the spe-
cific needs of Balochistan’s diverse population.

Looming Threat Of Climate Change Poses A Significant Threat To The
Province

Furthermore, the looming threat of climate change poses a significant
challenge to the province. Leaders must advocate for sustainable policies that
protect the environment, support local communities, and mitigate the adverse
effects of climate change on agriculture and livelihoods.

In this critical moment, voters hold the power to shape the future of
Balochistan and contribute to the progress of Pakistan as a whole. It is incum-
bent upon them to carefully evaluate the candidates’ platforms, assess their
commitment to addressing the pressing issues, and choose leaders who can
navigate the complexities of governance with vision and integrity.

The forthcoming elections provide an opportunity for Balochistan to rise
above political divides and work towards a future that prioritizes the welfare of
its people. By making a wise decision at the ballot box, voters can contribute to
building a stronger, more prosperous Balochistan that stands resilient in the
face of challenges, united in its pursuit of progress and development.

FOR the last decade or
so, development econo-
mists have been sound-
ing the alarm about
Pakistan’s youth demo-
graphic, saying that if
not leveraged as an op-
portunity, it could turn
into a ticking time bomb.
Ominously, the ticking
time bomb appears set to
explode, pumped with
ammunition in the form
of propaganda and ac-
tion against, arguably,
the only politician in re-
cent times that the youth
have resonated with.

Banning the PTI
founder’s mention on the
media, confiscating the
party’s electoral sign,
imprisoning its leader-
ship, and obstructing its
election campaign are
measures that have
turned a major party into
a victim in the eyes of a
large part of the elector-
ate. Those responsible
for these actions per-
haps forget the power of
sympathy votes. Had
the PTI been allowed to

complete its term, its
poor economic perfor-
mance would have been
enough to keep it from
returning to power. But
that was not an option
for its powerful detrac-
tors.

There are concerns
that in this situation the
party’s youth following
will have few qualms
about resorting to vio-
lence, propaganda, or
other extreme measures
if encouraged in this di-
rection by the politicians
they support. This is the
rotten fruit that years of
not investing in the
youth has borne. Unfor-
tunately, the youth de-
mographic has yet to
realise the impact of the
controversial economic
policies implemented by
the PTI when it was in
power.

To counter the
negativity propagated
by the PTI government,
a well-thought-out strat-
egy is needed. This is
not the 20th century
where censorship, media

crackdowns, arrests, and
other intimidatory tactics
are going to silence
people. Stifling and suf-
focating the voice of the
youth is only going to
make them more rebel-
lious.

 In fact, it is for this
very reason that they
have come to see the PTI
as a symbol of resistance
against injustices and the
absence of equal oppor-
tunities over the years.

With elections com-
ing up, there is a serious
need for policymaking
circles to reconsider the
direction they want to
take the country in, espe-
cially with regard to the
youth. Addressing the
youth at conferences to
emphasise the impor-
tance of democratic gov-
ernments simply doesn’t
cut it. What is needed is
a strategic policy to ad-
dress the issues of grow-
ing intolerance in society
by focusing on the three
E’s education, employ-
ment, and entrepreneur-
ship.

Strategic Urban Planning in Balochistan: A Blueprint
for Sustainable Development

By Manzoor Magsi:

In a bid to  chart a
course for the future, the
provincial government
of Balochistan has un-
dertaken a transforma-
tive initiative— the “De-
velopment of Master
Plans for 32 District
Headquarters/Towns of
Balochistan.” This com-
prehensive scheme aims
to create a clear roadmap
for the development and
expansion of identified
towns within short-, me-
dium-, and long-term
frameworks.
 As the project
progresses under the
public sector develop-
ment program, it be-
comes imperative to ex-
amine how strategic ur-
ban planning can con-
tribute to reducing the
pressures of urbaniza-
tion and accommodate
the province’s
population’s growth.

Integrated Ap-
proach To Urban

Development
The key compo-

nents of this ambitious
endeavor encompass
various vital sectors, en-
suring an integrated ap-
proach to urban devel-
opment.

From Housing &
Urban Development to
Traffic & Transporta-
tion, and from Economic
issues to Disaster Risk
Management, each facet
is  meticulously ad-
dressed.

The development of
Master Plans involves
the creation of Inception
Reports, Topographic
Surveys, Digitized Base
Maps, Draft and Final
Master Plan Reports, as
well as rules and guide-
lines to manage future
growth effectively.

Involvement
Of Key Stake-
holders Crucial

One crucial aspect
of this initiative is its
emphasis on inclusivity.
Authenticated data col-
lected from the field and
secondary sources play
a pivotal role in the de-
velopment of qualitative
master plans.

In this regard, the in-
volvement of stakehold-
ers such as government
departments, non-gov-
ernment organizations,
academia, and the gen-
eral public is deemed cru-
cial.

Collaboration with
these entities ensures
that the master plans are
not only comprehensive
but also reflective of the
diverse needs and aspi-
rations of the communi-
ties involved.

Liaisons With
District Ad-

ministrations
Important
The ongoing activi-

ties, including liaisons
with district administra-
tions and the submis-
sion of Inception Re-
ports and initial drafts of
surveys and maps,
showcase the commit-
ment to a consultative
and iterative approach.
However, to achieve
truly sustainable urban
development, a contin-
ued and robust partner-
ship with stakeholders is
necessary.  This collabo-
rative effort will not only
validate the collected
data but also enhance
the adaptability of the
master plans to the
evolving needs of the
communities. Pakistan
Grapples With Rapid Ur-
banization And Popula-

tion GrowthAs the coun-
try grapples with the
challenges of rapid ur-
banization and a growing
p o p u l a t i o n ,
Balochistan’s initiative
stands as a  model for
strategic, inclusive, and
sustainable urban plan-
ning. By considering all
aspects of development,
from infrastructure to en-
vironmental conserva-
tion, the province is not
just preparing for the fu-
ture—it is actively shap-
ing it.  The success of
this endeavor will not
only benefit Balochistan
but may serve as a bea-
con for other regions
seeking innovative solu-
tions to the complex is-
sue of urbanizat ion in
the 21st century. The
writer is a former Press
Secretary to Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, cur-
rently working as Assis-
tant Director of Public
Relations at the Govern-
ment of Balochistan

The second chance
By Arifa Noor:

A DECADE ago, in the
course of election day in
2013, I, along with col-
leagues visited a polling
station in Rawalpindi.
Established in a govern-
ment school, the venue
was filled with people,
papers and the hum of
conversations.

At one point, a col-
league, who kept a close
eye on politics in the
city, had a quiet ex-
change with a man there;
and later said that the
man was a PPP worker
who was now coordinat-
ing with the teams of PTI
people. “Many of them
are helping PTI in this
election,” he said, be-
cause their own party’s
candidates were in too
weak a position to make
a difference.

This was the year
Imran Khan’s party was
able to make inroads into
Rawalpindi, a PML-N
stronghold, by winning
seats in the district.

Over the next five
years, many of the PPP’s
leaders, supporters and

workers followed the
same route. As their own
party seemed to take no
interest in Punjab, those
associated with it flew
the coop and landed in
the nest of the PTI.

One of the reasons
for this was obviously
the old tradition of
dharras in Punjab; as
those in the PPP were the
ones who belonged to
dharras opposing the
PM L- N-a s s o c i a t ed
dharras, they had no
choice but to join the
PTI.

A second reason
was that PPP supporters
could not stomach the
idea of voting for the
PML-N and hence chose
the PTI. This has also
been used to explain the
leanings of Sanam Javed,
the incarcerated PTI
supporter who is impli-
cated in May 9 cases.
Her father was a PPP
supporter and this, it is
argued, had made the
family so averse to the
PML-N, that her deci-
sion to support the PTI
was inevitable.

Perhaps this is the
same reasoning which
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari is
using as he appeals to
PTI voters to join hands
with him and defeat the
PML-N. In speech after
speech, he points out
that the coming election
is a race between only
two parties, the PPP and
PML-N. And how the
voters shouldn’t waste
their vote or allow the
PML-N to win.

While he takes oc-
casional digs at the PTI,
he saves his harshest
criticism for PML-N and
Nawaz Sharif. For in-
stance, he never forgets
to remind the people that
someone is going to be
imposed on the populace
as the prime minister for
the fourth time. However,
he is careful not to raise
the spectre of someone
else from the same fam-
ily becoming the prime
minister for the second
time.

On the surface, it
seems as if the PPP chair-
man is reverting to the
old PPP tradition of be-

ing a serious claimant in
Punjab by challenging
the PML-N. But there are
two factors which have
to be taken into account.

One, the new PPP
narrative suits every-
one. After all, both the
PPP and PML-N want to
return to a time when the
two parties faced each
other in Punjab, without
a third player to share
the stage with.

This return to the
past has been discussed
by the parties more than
once. For this election,
it seems possible, not
just because of the situ-
ation on the ground but
also because of the de-
cision by the Supreme
Court; since then, most
commentators and me-
dia outlets also seem to
consider all PTI candi-
dates as independent
candidates. However,
the people, or rather the
voters, don’t necessar-
ily follow the same logic.

First, this assump-
tion that PPP voters will
never opt for the PML-
N is not entirely correct.

The transition that took
place in Punjab after 1990
means that more than a
few PPP voters did
switch to the PML-N. In
fact, by 2008, the parties
were both close enough
that Nawaz Sharif was
able to speak of Benazir
Bhutto’s assassination
and of avenging it while
campaigning.

Second, the close
working relationship be-
tween the PPP and PML-
N until about six months
ago means the voters
will take time to accept
the war of words be-
tween the two parties.
While this Punch and
Judy show is what con-
sumes television
screens, the voters have
yet to buy it.

This is why other
than BBZ’s own race in
Lahore, few think the PPP
can offer any serious
contest in any constitu-
ency in central Punjab.
South Punjab is a differ-
ent ballgame where
electables have joined
the PPP and can make a
difference.
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Super Six fixtures confirmed for ICC U19
World Cup 2024

Australia the 'security partner of choice' in
South Pacific: PM Albanese

 Ten Hag ready to select strongest Man
                   Utd team as stars return
LONDON (INP):
Erik ten Hag believes
he is set to finally pick
his strongest
Manchester United
team against Wolves
on Thursday as a host
of stars return from
injury.

United return to
Premier League ac-
tion at Molineux
buoyed by Casemiro,
Lisandro Martinez and
Luke Shaw featuring
in Sunday's FA Cup
fourth round win at
minnows Newport.
Hampered by injuries,
it was the first time the
trio had started to-
gether since the sec-
ond game of the sea-
son at Tottenham in
August.

Harry Maguire
also made a late
cameo from the bench
in the 4-2 victory for

his first appearance
since December 12
following a groin prob-
lem. Cameroon goal-
keeper Andre Onana
will also be available
against Wolves after
returning from the Af-
rica Cup of Nations.

Whether Marcus
Rashford will feature
after missing the New-
port tie remains to be
seen. Rashford said he
was ill on Friday after
reportedly spending
the previous evening at
a Belfast nightclub,
with Ten Hag declar-
ing the issue an "inter-
nal matter" that he
would deal with.

But asked if the
Wolves game could be
the first time he played
his strongest team, Ten
Hag said: "It could be,
potentially yeah.
"Maybe for the first

time as long as I was
manager that we can
pick a team from a
squad that is probably
the strongest."

United are lan-
guishing in eighth place
in the Premier League
and were dumped out
of the Champions
League in the group
stage. On the impor-
tance of the return of
his key players, the
under-fire Ten Hag
added: "I believe it is
very important. Now
they have to step up to
match fitness 100 per
cent.

"This game defi-
nitely helped, but we
know also when we
go into the Premier
League the intensity is
higher and they are
forced to high levels.
"They had minutes in
the week against

Burnley. Now they
have more minutes.

"This game was
very helpful to make
the next step and to be
ready for Thursday."
After a difficult sea-
son marred by poor
form and off-the-field
issues, United winger
Antony set up Bruno
Fernandes for the
opener in Newport be-
fore ending his 31-
game scoreless streak
stretching back to last
April.

Ten Hag hopes
Antony can use his
performance as a
springboard for a suc-
cessful run in the sec-
ond half of the season.
"Antony had the assist
on the first goal for
Bruno and a goal. So
end product, that is
what we demand from
him," Ten Hag.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The fixtures in the Su-
per Six stage of the
ICC U19 Men’s
Cricket World Cup
2024 were confirmed
following the conclu-
sion of the last round
of group stage
matches. The top
three teams in Groups
A and D combine, as
well as the top three
sides in Groups B and
C, creating two groups
of six

where the top two
sides in each would
progress to the semi-
finals, said a press re-
lease.

India and Pakistan

topped Groups A and
D respectively, and
they would be joined
by fellow qualifiers
Bangladesh, Ireland,
Nepal and New
Zealand to form the
first group.

 The second
group would feature
the top teams in
Groups B and C –
South Africa and Aus-
tralia – joined by En-
gland, Sri Lanka, West
Indies and Zimbabwe.

Teams carry
points, wins & net run
rate earned against
their fellow qualifying
teams into their re-
spective Super Six

groups, and will each
play two further
matches before the
semi-finalists were
determined. Super Six
fixtures would take
place from January 30
to February 3 across
four venues;
Mangaung Oval in
B l o e m f o n t e i n ,
Kimberley Oval in
Kimberley, JB Marks
Oval in Potchefstroom
and Willowmoore Park
in Benoni – the venue
which would host the
semifinals and final.
Among the standout
fixtures in the Super
Six stage were de-
fending champions In-

dia v New Zealand in
Bloemfontein on Janu-
ary 30, Australia v En-
gland in Kimberley on
January 31 and Paki-
stan v Bangladesh in
Benoni on February 3.

Match Official ap-
pointments for the Su-
per Six stage have also
been confirmed. Out-
side of the Super Six
stage, teams that
failed to qualify would
also face-off at
Willowmoore Park,
with USA v Afghani-
stan held on January
31, and Scotland v
Namibia taking place
on February 1 before
their tournament ends.

APHC leader urges UN to address Kashmir dis-
pute amidst deteriorating situation in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Shabbir Ahmad Shah, a
senior leader of the All
Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) cur-
rently detained in the in-
famous Tihar jail in
New Delhi,  has fer-
vently appealed to the
United Nations to inter-
vene and address the
worsening situation in
Indian Illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kash-
mir.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, Shah in a state-
ment from jail empha-
sized the urgency of
resolving the Kashmir

dispute in accordance
with UN resolutions.

Expressing deep
concern over India’s
nefarious designs to in-
fringe upon the funda-
mental rights of the
people in occupied
Kashmir and its treat-
ment of them as worse
than animals, the APHC
leader decried the rude
and inhumane behavior
of the Indian authori-
ties. He condemned the
use of brute military
and police force to sup-
press the legitimate de-
mand for the right to
self-determination of
the people of Jammu

and Kashmir.
Shah criticized the

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) regime for its
oppressive tactics, ar-
guing that it undermines
the principles of a glo-
bal village. He pointed
out that non-Kashmiris
have gained control of
civil administration and
bureaucracy, and the
Muslim majority has
been virtually alienated
from trade, business
and bureaucracy re-
sembling with the
Dogra Maharaja rule of
1947.  The APHC
leader, lauding the valor
and steadfastness of

the freedom-loving
people of Kashmir, said:
“We are indebted to the
great sacrifices of our
people and we shall
leave no stone unturned
to take the ongoing
righteous demand to its
logical conclusion.” He
urged the United Na-
tions to take cognizance
of the Indian state ter-
rorism in IIOJK and
help stop the ruthless
harassment, arbitrary
arrests and human
rights abuses in the ter-
ritory and resolve the
Kashmir dispute in ac-
cordance with the UN
resolutions.

SYDNEY (INP): Aus-
tralia is the "security
partner of choice" for
neighbouring Papua
New Guinea (PNG),
Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese said on
Tuesday, after the big-
gest Pacific Island na-
tion said China was
seeking a policing and
security deal.

Major trade part-
ner China approached
PNG in September
with an offer to assist
its police force with
training, equipment and
surveillance technol-
ogy, PNG Foreign Min-
ister Justin Tkachenko
told Reuters on Mon-
day.

Talks were at an

early stage, and PNG
would not jeopardise
its security ties with
Australia and the
United States, he
added.

PNG struck a
A$200 million security
agreement with Aus-
tralia in December to
boost police training,
after forging a de-
fence agreement with
the United States in
May, although both
deals are yet to be
implemented.

"We are the secu-
rity partner of choice
for Papua New
Guinea, as we are for
most of the countries
in the Pacific,"
Albanese told report-

ers on Tuesday, in re-
sponse to questions.

China's ambassa-
dor to Australia said
this month Beijing has
a strategy to help Pa-
cific Island nations
with policing, not de-
fence, and its growing
presence in the region
should not alarm Aus-
tralia.

In a statement on
Tuesday, Tkachenko
said China's offer of
policing and internal
security assistance
was "being carefully
assessed, as we do not
want to duplicate or
compromise agree-
ments already in place
with our traditional se-
curity partners, Aus-

tralia and the United
States of America".

PNG has previ-
ously said it saw China
as an economic part-
ner, and Australia and
the United States as
security partners. "We
have a long standing
and genuine relation-
ship with China, where
we can agree to dis-
agree,"

T k a c h e n k o
added. In an effort to
counter China's push
to increase security
ties in countries where
Australia has long pro-
vided policing support,
Australia pledged
A$35 million for polic-
ing assistance in East
Timor on Monday.

PPP candidates booked on murder
charge after clash with MQM-P

KARACHI,  Jan 30
(INP):  Muttahida
Qaumi Movemnet-Pa-
kistan (MQM-P) has
lodged a first informa-
tion report (FIR)
against the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
candidates for the Gen-
eral Elections 2024 and
others on charges of
‘killing’ its worker dur-
ing the clash in
Karachi’s Nazimibad
area. As per reports, the
MQM-P filed an appli-
cation with Gulbahar

police station under
murder and terrorism-
related clauses of the
Pakistan Penal Code
and Anti-Terrorism Act,
1997.
 The PPP’s candidates
from NA-249 Rao
Abdul Waheed, PS-124
Arif Qureshi, and six
others have been nomi-
nated while 25 to 30
unidentified persons
were also booked in the
FIR.

Earlier on Sunday,
a 40-year-old Faraz

said to be an MQM-P
activist was killed in a
clash with the PPP sup-
porters in the
Nazimabad area. After
the incident, the MQM-
P blamed the PPP
leader Dr Asim Hussain
for ‘inciting’ their
workers for violence.
On the other hand, the
PPP said it had nothing
to with the killing and
that the MQM-P is re-
sorted to ‘terrorism’.

The supporters of
both the parties came

face to face while the
PPP rally was passing
from outside MQM-
P’s election office. Af-
ter the incident, uniden-
tified persons set two
vehicles on fire in
Nazimabad No. 02.
The police officials said
that fire tender has ex-
tinguished the fire. Ear-
lier on January 22, the
MQM-P and the PPP
registered cases against
each other over vio-
lence in Karachi’s
Hyderi area.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister GB Haji Gul Bar Khan in a meeting with caretaker Federal minister
Interior Industry & Production Dr.Gohar Ejaz at his office.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs meeting
of the Federal Cabinet.

QUETTA: Ali Ahsan Rind, Country Manager of Ricodic Mining Company Limited and Tariq Mian of
Hunar Foundation signing the Memorandum of Understanding.

Shamar Joseph lands PSL deal with
Peshawar Zalmi

LAHORE (INP): West
Indies fast bowler
Shamar Joseph's match-
winning spell against
Australia at the Gabba
on Sunday has helped
him land a deal at the
PSL, with Peshawar

Zalmi signing him up. He
is expected to join the
franchise at the start,
and remain with them for
the entirety of the tour-
nament.

While Joseph was
announced by Zalmi as

a partial replacement for
England fast bowler Gus
Atkinson, ESPNcricinfo
understands he will re-
main with Zalmi for the
entirety of the tourna-
ment - even after
Atkinson joins.
Atkinson is  currently
with the England Test
squad in India for the
five-match series that
runs till March 11,

 ensuring his un-
availability for all but the
playoff games.

The announcement
to sign Joseph didn 't
come at the replacement
and supplementary draft,
which took place earlier
today. At the time, Zalmi
announced they had re-
placed Afghan
legspinner Noor Ahmed,
also unavailable, with
Atkinson for the whole
tournament.

But Atkinson's cur-
rent engagement with the
national side in India

would have rendered
that impossible, and
Zalmi later announced
on social media that Jo-
seph would replace him.

Haider Ali
(Islamabad United),
Johnson Charles
(Multan Sultans) and
Bhanuka Rajapaksa
(Lahore Qalandars) were
among the other players
brought in by PSL sides
in the supplementary
and replacement draft for
the ninth season.

The draft, organised
to replace several play-
ers unavailable due to
scheduling clashes or
injuries, took place over
a conference call, ac-
cording to a statement
released by the PCB.

Rashid Khan, who
withdrew from this year's
PSL as he manages his
return from a back injury,
was not replaced, with
Qalandars opting to re-
serve their pick.
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QUETTA: Chairperson of the National Commission on the Status of Women, Nilufar Bakhtiar, pre-
sented a shield to the Caretaker Provincial Health Minister, Dr. Amir Mohammad Khan Jogezai.

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Interior Minister Captain Muhammad Zubair Jamali, Chief Secre-
tary of Balochistan Shakeel Qadir, and Inspector General of Police (IG) Balochistan Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh, along with the Shaheed SHO Sajid Solangi, were on a visit.

Met Office forecast rainfall in country from
31st Jan to 04th Feb

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Met
Office has forecast rainfall and
snowfall on mountains in coun-
try from 31st Jan to 04th Feb.

Heavy rain may generate
flash floods in Balochistan on
2 and 3 February as a west-
erly wave is affecting the
country and may persist till 04th
February.

Under the influence of this
weather system, rain with iso-
lated heavyfalls (snowfall over
the hills) is expected at
Balochistan’s Nokkundi,
Dalbandin, Chagai, Kalat,
Khuzdar, Lasbella, Awaran,
Turbat, Kech, Gwadar, Jiwani,
Pasni, Ormara, Panjgur,
Kharan, Noushki, Washuk,
Mastung, Sibbi, Naseerabad,
Zhob, Sherani, Barkhan,
Musakhel, Kohlu, Jhal Magsi,
Loralai, Ziarat, Quetta,
Chaman, Pishin, Qila Abdullah
and Qila Saifullah on 02nd or
03rd February, Pakistan Me-
teorological Department

(PMD) said in a weather re-
port.

Moderate to heavy rain-
snowfall over the hills is ex-
pected in Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kashmir from 31st Jan to 04th
Feb with occasional gaps.

Moderate to heavy rain-
snowfall over the hills is ex-
pected in Chitral, Dir, Swat,
Abbottabad, Mansehra,
Haripur, Peshawar, Charsadda,
Nowshera, Swabi, Kohat,
Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan
from 31st Jan to 04th Feb with
occasional gaps. Rain with
snowfall is expected in Murree
and Galliyat from 31st Jan to
01st Feb and on 03rd and 04th
Feb with occasional gaps.

Light to moderate rain is
expected in Islamabad/
Rawalpindi, Pothohar region,
Lahore and other districts of
Punjab from 31st Jan to 01st
Feb and on 03rd & 04th Feb,
while in Multan, Bhakkar,
Layyah, Bahawalpur,

Bahawalnagar, Dera Ghazi
Khan and Rahimyar Khan on
02nd and 03rd Feb.

Light to moderate rain is
expected in Sukkur, Larkana,
Dadu, Mirpurkhas, Karachi,
Shaheed Benazirabad,
Jacobabad and Kashmore on
02nd and 03rd Feb, while

cold and partly cloudy
weather is expected in other
parts of the province. Heavy
rainfall may cause flash flood-
ing in local nullah’s of Barkhan,
Kohlu, Sibbi, Naseerabad,
Dalbandin and Khuzdar in
Balochistan on 02nd and 03rd
February.

Moderate to isolated heavy
rain/snowfall may cause land-
slides and closure of roads in
Murree, Galliyat, Naran,
Kaghan, Dir, Swat, Kohistan,
Mansehra, Abbottabad,
Shangla, Astore, Hunza,
Skardu, Neelum valley, Bagh,
Poonch and Haveli on 31st
January and 01st February.

All principles of a fair trial badly vio-
lated in cipher case: Hamid Khan

Shabbir Shah urges UN to address Kashmir dis-
pute amidst deteriorating situation in IIOJK

SRINAGAR (INP): Shabbir
Ahmad Shah, a senior leader
of the All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) currently de-
tained in the infamous Tihar jail
in New Delhi, has fervently
appealed to the United Nations
to intervene and address the
worsening situation in Indian
Illegally occupied Jammu and
Kashmir.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, Shah in a state-
ment from jail emphasized the
urgency of resolving the Kash-
mir dispute in accordance with
UN resolutions.

Expressing deep concern
over India’s nefarious designs
to infringe upon the fundamen-
tal rights of the people in oc-
cupied Kashmir and its treat-

ment of them as worse than
animals, the APHC leader de-
cried the rude and inhumane
behavior of the Indian authori-
ties. He condemned the use of
brute military and police force
to suppress the legitimate de-
mand for the right to self-de-
termination of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Shah criticized the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
regime for its oppressive tac-
tics, arguing that it undermines
the principles of a global vil-
lage.

He pointed out that non-
Kashmiris have gained control
of civil administration and bu-
reaucracy, and the Muslim
majority has been virtually
alienated from trade, business

and bureaucracy resembling
with the Dogra Maharaja rule
of 1947.

The APHC leader, lauding
the valour and steadfastness of
the freedom-loving people of
Kashmir, said:

“We are indebted to the
great sacrifices of our people
and we shall leave no stone
unturned to take the ongoing
righteous damand to its logical
conclusion.” He urged the
United Nations to take cogni-
zance of the Indian state ter-
rorism in IIOJK and help stop
the ruthless harassment, arbi-
trary arrests and human rights
abuses in the territory and re-
solve the Kashmir dispute in
accordance with the UN reso-
lutions.

RAWALPINDI (INP): Hamid
Khan,  the lawyer of PTI
Founder Imran Khan, said that
this is not a trial; it is an abuse
of power. “ It seems they are in
a hurry to punish Imran Khan
and Shah Mahmood Qureshi. All
principles of a fair trial are be-
ing violated,” said Hamid Khan.

Speaking to the media out-
side Adiala Jail, he expressed
that it's not clear whose orders
the court is following to an-
nounce the verdict hastily. All
this is a violation of laws and
constitution and against the prin-
ciples of justice in every way.

“Constitutional require-
ments should be fulfilled; we

should go to no one but the
court. No matter what the crime
is, the right to defense should
not be abolished. Our lawyers
did not appear in court just one
day; what was the urgency that
they deny the right to defense?,”
he further said. The court has
no right to appoint a defense
counsel without the consent of
the accused. “We will consult
with our fellow lawyers and
follow the next course of ac-
tion,” said Hamid Khan.

It should be noted that yes-
terday, the hearing of the cipher
case was conducted by Special
Court Judge Abul Hasanat
Zulqarnain in Adiala Jail. Under

the Official Secrets Act, the
lengthy hearing continued for
more than thirteen hours in the
special court.

The statements of 11 more
witnesses in the cipher case had
been completed.  After the
cross-examination of the wit-
nesses, questionnaires were
prepared to record the state-
ments of 342 accused. Former
Chairman of PTI, Imran Khan,
also appeared in court; he said,
"I have come before you, note
my presence. Now this fixed
match is underway, what am I
to do here?" After that, the
former Chairman of PTI left the
court.

Social change vital to promote Punjabi
language: Dr Shahid Munir

PTA to extend all-out support for promoting
ICT sector: Chairman

ISLAMABAD  (INP): Chair-
man, Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA) Maj. Gen.
(R) Hafeez ur Rehman has said
that the Authority was making
many collaborative efforts to
promote ease of doing business
and attract foreign investment.
He said these collaborations
would help address industry
challenges and facilitate more
favorable business environment.

He stated this while talking
to a delegation of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI) led by its Presi-
dent Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
which called on him on Tues-
day.

Maj. Gen. (R) Hafeez ur
Rehman said that Pakistan’s
telecommunications and digital
technology sectors were under-
going transformative changes,
driven by development of com-
prehensive regulatory frame-
works. He said that PTA was
working to provide customers
with affordable and high qual-
ity services and ensure reason-
able returns to investors.

The Chairman PTA said that

the mobile phone sector has
achieved a remarkable growth
of 29% during the last 5 years
due to which mobile services are
available to 90% of the
country’s population while the
broadband subscribers have
soared to over 130 million. He
assured that PTA would con-
tinue to focus on improving
coverage, access and quality of
services to promote ease of do-
ing business and attract more
investment. Speaking on the
occasion, President ICCI Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari said that in this
competitive business environ-
ment, availability of affordable
telecommunication services and
digital technology is very impor-
tant for businesses and PTA
should focus on this to promote
ease of doing business.

He said that suspension of
mobile broadband services
badly affects the digital trans-
actions of businesses and
causes them significant losses
and stressed that the PTA
should address this issue to save
businesses from losses. He said
that better cyber security was

important for the protection of
critical data of businesses from
attacks and emphasized that
PTA should take measures to
this effect. The ICCI President
said that Pakistan needs to pro-
mote indigenous manufacturing
of mobile phones and their
parts. He said that PTA should
bring further reforms in the
regulatory framework to attract
foreign investment in local pro-
duction of mobile phones.

Ahsan Zafar said that PTA
should play a role for some good
broadband packages for stu-
dents and SMEs. He assured
that ICCI would cooperate with
PTA in efforts to make Pakistan
an IT hub to promote digital
economy and exports.

Former President ICCI and
Secretary General UBG Paki-
stan, Zafar Bakhtawari stressed
for enhanced broadband acces-
sibility, especially in rural and
far-flung areas to create busi-
ness opportunities and improve
the economy.

Ameer Hamza,  Saif ur
Rehman Khan and others were
also present on the occasion.

LAHORE (INP): Chairman
Punjab Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC), Prof Dr Shahid
Munir said that for the promo-
tion of Punjabi language, efforts
should be made without wait-
ing for government patronage.
He said that it was important to
change our social behavior to
promote Punjabi language.

This was stated by him
while addressing the inaugural
ceremony of two-day interna-
tional Punjabi conference on
‘Punjabi: as an Academic and
Functional Language’ organized
by Punjab University Institute of
Punjabi & Cultural Studies in
collaboration with Punjab Insti-
tute of Languages, Art & Cul-
ture Lahore at Sherani Hall, Old
Campus on Tuesday.

The event was attended by
Punjab University Vice Chancel-
lor Prof Dr Khalid Mahmood,
Director PU Institute of Punjabi
and Cultural Studies Prof Dr
Nabila Rehman, Dr Jagmohan
Sanga, Sardar Ajaib Singh
Chhatha, Sardar Ajaib Singh
Chatha senior journalist
Mudassar Iqbal Butt, former
Chairman PHEC Prof Dr
Nizamuddin, faculty members,
students,  Sikhs and other
Punjabi experts from Canada,
America, England and Turkiye.

Addressing the participants,
Prof Dr Shahid Munir said that
Punjab was a different region
in the world in which there
were green and waving fields
here, but unfortunately, people
were suffering from poverty. He
said that the development of

Punjab associated with the har-
mony of modern technology of
industries. He said that instead
of establishing new institutions,
the efficiency of already estab-
lished institutions should be in-
creased.

He said that we should be
proud of Punjabi language. He
said that land can be divided but
culture cannot be changed.

Prof Dr Khalid Mahmood
said that it becomes easy to un-
derstand any difficult matter in
mother language and we should
not feel inferior for speaking
Punjabi language.

 He said that the English was
not spoken in any official meet-
ing in China and Iran and devel-
oped nations promote their lan-
guage to show that they were
not victims of any mental sla-
very.

Dr Jagmohan Singh said
that Punjabis were believed and
respected in Canada. He said that
Punjabis were members of the
parliament in Canada and hold
important government posi-
tions.

He said that Punjabis
progress in any country by
working hard and there were
many Punjabi language organi-
zations in Canada. He said that
Pakistani and Indian Punjabis
jointly organize various activi-
ties together.

Dr Nabila Rehman said that
languages were intermingling
with each other. She said that
Punjab has been a land of skills
and talent for centuries. She said
that it was unfortunate that even

though the soil of Punjab was
fertile, agricultural commodities
worth billions of dollars were
being imported. She said that
Punjab had been the most liter-
ate region. She said that every
city and town of Punjab has its
own identity and its own liveli-
hood. She said that there was a
need for an education system
that teaches moral values.

Mudassir Iqbal Butt said
that the topic of the conference
was the need of the hour. He
said that practical efforts were
now needed for the promotion
of Punjabi language. He said that
Punjabi language should be
made the language of education.
He said that local languages
were taught in Sindh,
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

 He said that Punjabi should
be made compulsory from 1st
to 5th grade. He said that the
teachings of Punjabi Sufis play
a role in creating a good per-
son.

Sardar Ajaib Singh Chatha
said that the aim of teaching
moral values should be to cre-
ate the best human beings and
with education. Dr Nizamuddin
said that Turkish, Chinese, Ko-
rean and Japanese teach in their
own languages. He said that for
the promotion of mother tongue
and national language, there was
a need to promote the field of
translation.

Later, souvenirs were dis-
tributed among the guests. The
conference will continue on
Wednesday as well.

QUETTA: BNP senior vice president Sajid Tareen addressing  a press Conference.

QUETTA: Caretaker Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki is presiding over a
high-level meeting on peace and security in through video link.


