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Alvi gets flak for sitting on NA session summary
ISLAMABAD: With

only three days left in the
constitution-mandated
deadline to summon the
session of the National
Assembly, President Arif
Alvi has come under se-
vere criticism from the
political parties, particu-
larly the PPP and the
PML-N, for resorting to
delaying tactics instead of
convening the session of
the lower house of parlia-
ment.

Sources in the Prime
Minister’s Office con-
firmed that a summary
requisitioning the session
of the assembly was sent
to the president by the
parliamentary affairs divi-
sion four days ago, but
there has been no official
res-ponse from President
Alvi.

A National Assembly
Secretariat official said the
president was bound to
summon the session
within 21 days and if he
failed to do so, then the
NA secretariat could by-
pass him and summon the

session under Article 91(2) of the
Constitution. The official said the
secretariat had already made nec-
essary arrangements for the new
assembly’s session.  Some reports
claimed that the president may not
call the session till the notifica-
tion of the women lawmakers of
the Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC)
on reserved seats. However,

sources in the presidency were
clueless about the decision on the
summary.At present, the Election
Commission of Pakistan has yet
to issue a notification on 20 seats
reserved for women and three
seats reserved for non-Muslim
lawmakers. The PTI-backed inde-
pendents who joined the SIC —
which did not have any seats in

NA — have 92 seats in the lower
house.  It may be noted a member
of the SIC won one seat as an in-
dependent candidate. Speaking
about the delay in the notification
on reserved seats, the official said
the process required some time
and the session of the National
Assembly could not be delayed
for this reason.  NEWS DESK.

Mountains of Courage: Women Heroes in
Balochistan’s Polio Fight

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Amidst the
snow-covered peaks of Ziarat,
Kan Mehtarzai, and Toba
Kakarai in Balochistan, a group
of unsung heroes emerged,
defying the harshest of condi-
tions and security challenges.

Despite the daunting
weather and treacherous ter-
rain, these remarkable women
stepped forward with unwa-
vering determination and com-
passion to carry out a crucial
mission: administering polio
drops to children under the age
of five.
Story Of Resilience

And Dedication
As the anti-polio campaign

commenced on a frosty Mon-
day morning, these female po-
lio workers embarked on a jour-
ney that exemplified resilience
and dedication.

Battling against the biting
cold and navigating through
rugged mountains, they
trekked miles to reach remote
villages where access to
healthcare remains a chal-
lenge.

For these women, the mis-
sion transcended mere duty; it
was a testament to their com-
mitment to safeguarding the
health and future of the
nation’s children.

With each step they took,
they brought hope and protec-
tion to the most vulnerable
members of society,

ensuring that no child
would fall victim to the debili-

tating effects of polio.
Parents Welcomed
These Dedicated

Women
Their efforts did not go un-

noticed. Communities mar-
veled at the determination of

these brave women, whose
presence brought warmth even
in the coldest of climates.

Parents welcomed them
with open arms, recognizing
the vital role they played in se-
curing a polio-free future for
their children.

In the face of adversity,

these female polio workers
stood as beacons of hope, re-
minding us all of the power of
compassion and the indomi-
table spirit of humanity.

Their story serves as an in-
spiration to us all, urging us to
persevere in the pursuit of a
healthier, brighter tomorrow.

Snowfall Blankets Quetta Ziarat
Kan Mehtarzai Plunges Province

into Cold Spell
Asmat Hanafi, Yaqoob Kakar, Nafi Kakar:

QUETTA, ZIARAT, KILLA
SAIFULLAH: As winter maintains
its grip, several parts of
Balochistan woke up to a pictur-
esque blanket of snow on Mon-
day morning, painting the land-
scape in pristine white.

However, the beauty of the
snowfall brought with it a host of
challenges for residents as gas
and power supply disruptions
added to the difficulties. Kan
Mehtarzai, Ziarat, Toba Kakarai,
Quetta, and neighboring regions
witnessed a significant snowfall,
transforming the scenery into a
winter wonderland. The snow-
covered mountains stood as a
majestic backdrop, captivating the
eyes of all who beheld them. “We
are enjoying this cold weather”,
Azmatullah, a young man in
Quetta says.

Scenic Beauty After
Snowfall

Despite the scenic beauty,
the plummeting temperatures
caused discomfort among the
populace.  With the mercury drop-
ping, the demand for gas and elec-
tricity surged, exacerbating the ex-
isting load-shedding issues.

Many residents found them-
selves grappling with prolonged
periods of darkness and cold, fur-
ther complicating daily life rou-
tines. “The snowfall is a breath-
taking sight, but it also brings its
share of challenges,” remarked,
Muhammad Ramazan, a resident
from Quetta.  “The lack of consis-
tent gas and power supply makes
it difficult to stay warm and carry
out daily activities, especially
during these cold winter days.”

Authorities Urged
To Ensure Gas And

Power Supplies
Authorities have been urged

to address the gas and power sup-
ply issues promptly to alleviate
the hardships faced by the resi-
dents. Meanwhile, locals are ad-
vised to take necessary precau-
tions to stay warm and safe dur-
ing the inclement weather condi-
tions. As the snowfall continues
to enchant the region, efforts to
mitigate the impact of gas and
power outages remain paramount,
ensuring that communities can
endure the winter chill with resil-
ience and fortitude.

A female polio worker walking over snow as tractors are busy in clearing the road:
Photo provided by the EOC.

Balochistan’s Chief Minister Nomination Stalls,
 Lawmakers In Islamabad

Dawood Ahmed:
ISLAMABAD: The

province of Balochistan
finds itself in a state of
political deadlock as the
nomination of its next
Chief Minister remains
unresolved. With the re-
cent elections bringing
the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) into promi-
nence, the decision-mak-
ing process has garnered
significant attention from
across the province.

All eyes are on
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
the chairman of the PPP,
whose decision is crucial
in determining the Chief
Minister designate. As
anticipation mounts,
Balochistan awaits the
outcome of this critical
impasse.

Zehri, Bugti,
Umrani, Buledi
Potential Can-

didates
Several potential can-

didates have emerged,
each with their political

influence and aspirations. Nawab
Sanaullah Zehri, Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, Mir Sadiq Umrani, and Mir
Zahoor Buledi are among those
being considered for the position.

The people of Balochistan
express a collective desire for de-
cisive leadership that can navigate

the province toward stability,
prosperity, and progress. Nego-
tiations and discussions continue
behind closed doors as the fate
of Balochistan hangs in the bal-
ance.

The decision regarding the
nomination of the Chief Minister

holds profound significance for
the future trajectory of
Balochistan.

 As the political landscape
evolves, the resolution of this
deadlock remains uncertain, leav-
ing the province in a state of an-
ticipation and speculation.
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Power, purpose, governance
BY Maleeha Lodhi:

Beyond environmental policy
BY Umar Farooq:

Tyranny of inequality
BY Naeem Sadiq:

“All people who work
with their hands are
partly invisible, and the
more important the work
they do, the less visible
they are.” — George
Orwell

IN a typical land-
scape one’s eyes take in
everything except human
beings. They take in the
Creek Vistas, the mani-
cured gated communi-
ties, the expensive res-
taurants, the foamy
ocean waves and the
green golf courses. How
come they always miss
the sanitation workers in
spite of their bright or-
ange jackets, the security
guards in blue, the rail-
way coolies in promi-
nent red shirts and the
coal miners blackened to
the eyes, their throats

full of coal dust,
drenched in sweat, pick-
axing their way through
the rocks? Clearly we
have designed a
dystopian and cruel so-
ciety whose eyes can no
longer perceive its ordi-
nary people. Over 12,000
sanitation workers, often
less than 16 years of age,
sweeping the streets of
Karachi for less than
Rs15,000 per month are
just one example of this
‘invisibility’.

Pakistan, desper-
ately seeking a break-
through, is unable to
understand that the
country is being held
hostage by its own small
but ruthlessly unethical
and insatiably greedy
breed of politicians, bu-
reaucrats and beneficia-
ries. A class that extracts

and usurps every re-
source of the toiling
‘invisibles’ to a point
where there is no more
blood to suck.

 We fail to realise
that Pakistan can
progress only by begin-
ning to ‘see’ our ‘invis-
ible’ citizens, who have
been cruelly and illegally
pushed into extreme pov-
erty and illiteracy. We
may well have succeeded
in designing one of the
cruellest inequities on
Planet Earth.

The tyranny of sto-
len wages has resulted in
mind-boggling inequal-
ity. Data obtained using
‘right to information’ to
determine the highest
and lowest salaries in the
public sector reveals that
the ratio of the salary of a
janitor and the senior

most bureaucrat in the
UK is 1:8, while in Paki-
stan it is 1:80. The ratio
of the salary of a janitor
and the senior-most
judge in the UK is 1:11,
while in Pakistan it is
1:115.

The ratio of the sal-
ary of a janitor and the
heads of the highest-
paid public sector
organisations in the UK
is 1:23, while in Pakistan
it is 1:266. At least 12
Grade OG-8 officers of
the State Bank receive
Rs3,935,000 per month
not to mention petty
cash of Rs3 million each
for club membership.
Clearly, the wealth and
luxuries of the rich are
sucked and stolen from
the exploited and impov-
erished segment of our
society.

The working condi-
tions of the poor could
not be harsher or more
dehumanising.

While on the one
hand the elite seamlessly
moves from air-condi-
tioned Vigos (purchased
with taxpayers’ money)
to their air-conditioned
offices, the ‘invisibles’
are made to enter poison-
ous, raw sewage-filled
gutters to manually scav-
enge clogged human ex-
creta with their bare
hands and zero safety
protection. Many die in
the process.

The cost of just one
of the 150,000 such gov-
ernment vehicles could
buy at least six gutter
cleaning machines. Ap-
proximately a million ‘in-
visible’ private security
guards in Pakistan stand

in front of banks and of-
fices for 12 hours’ duty
each day, receiving less
than half the minimum
legal wage, with no over-
time, weekly holiday or
EOBI benefits. Ask a
Grade-22 officer to do
this for just one day.

There can be no
progress until we begin
to ‘see’ our ‘invisible’ citi-
zens.

Discrimination is yet
another format of in-
equality to suppress and
suffocate the poor. Some
75m ‘invisibles’ are not
registered with the EOBI;
they will get zero pension
and can only look for-
ward to a bleak future.
The 17.5 per cent pay rise
in July 2023 translated
into an increment of over
Rs150,000 for most se-
nior government offi-

cials. But the poorest
and neediest who de-
served the largest raise
were given only a mea-
gre increment of
Rs7,000. Sadly, millions
have not recei-ved this
pay rise even eigh t
mo--n-ths after its
p r o - m u l g a t i o n .
Cle-v-erly camouflaged,
the state provides 17
types of allowances and
11 types of perks (be-
sides basic salary) to
government officials.
These freebies increase
geometrically with the
rise in grade or rank. On
the contrary, those who
actually carry our load
are denied even the pit-
tance of minimum wage
and EOBI. The fact that
almost all those who en-
ter the gutters are non-
Muslims is yet another

aspect of this brazen dis-
crimination.

The elite-centric
(convoluted) system has
trapped 99pc men and
women in a life of intense
misery, while allowing
the remaining 1pc (the
elite) to buy villas in Por-
tugal and violate traffic
laws, and carry unregis-
tered weapons in their
Land Cruisers in Paki-
stan. This process ought
to be reversed by slash-
ing the bloated salaries,
pensions, perks, proto-
cols and privileges of the
rich and providing a de-
cent living wage, pension
and equality to our least
visible citizens. It is they
whose toil and tears have
been exploited by the
elite to accumulate their
questionable wealth and
false glory.

WHEN PML-N and
PPP leaders forged a
power-sharing deal last
week and announced
they had the numbers to
form a government, con-
spicuous by its absence
was any mention of
what their alliance plans
to do.

Elsewhere when
such alliances are fash-
ioned there is almost al-
ways a common mini-
mum programme agreed
among allying parties.
This is aimed at setting
a policy direction for the
government and setting
out its priorities. But
when there is no effort
to formulate an agreed
programme of action the
impression conveyed is
that the alliance is all
about power but bereft
of public purpose.

The PML-N-PPP
joint presser seemed to
signal that the priority
was to carve up top pub-
lic offices between them,
which raised the ques-
tion of whether they had
an aim other than wield-
ing power and securing
access to government
posts.

Already an election
campaign even more is-
sue-less than in the past
provided no clue to how
the various aspirants for
power would tackle
Pakistan’s multiple chal-
lenges. No credible plan
was offered to voters
about how they pro-
posed to solve the
country’s problems.
People looked in vain for
clearly enunciated,
implementable ideas to
deal with an ailing
economy.

Political parties is-
sued perfunctory mani-
festos on the eve of the

election but these barely
figured in their cam-
paigning. The manifes-
tos themselves were
long on platitudes and
extravagant promises
but short on substance.
This made political par-
ties almost indistinguish-
able in terms of their
stance on issues of pub-
lic concern.

In what passed for
debate on television
during the campaign, the
accent was on criticising
political opponents, not
how national problems
should be solved. In
public rallies too politi-
cal leaders were preoc-
cupied more with vilify-
ing each other than ar-
ticulating their stance on
public issues.

The electronic me-
dia made little effort to
direct the political con-
versation to policy is-
sues or question party
representatives on what
purpose they would
bring to governance.
This let political leaders
off the hook as they
faced little scrutiny on
this score. Also ignored
were proposals by think
tanks and other
organisations which laid
out policy recommenda-
tions for political leaders
to consider. These never
became part of the politi-
cal discourse or at-
tracted much TV cover-
age during the cam-
paign.

This only reinforced
a trend in recent years of
politics being focused
more on power struggles
than public policy. Lost
in the noise of confron-
tational politics has been
serious consideration of
issues critical to the
country’s political and
economic future. The

past few years have also
seen the tone and con-
tent of political discourse
plunge to a low not wit-
nessed before.In a
polarised environment,
political narratives have
mostly been reduced to
deriding rivals. Instead
of reasoned debate on
issues of national impor-
tance, much of the politi-
cal conversation has
consisted of toxic rheto-
ric and allegations of
malfeasance and venal-
ity by political leaders
against one another.

Have parties that will
form the government
done any policy thinking
on solving the country’s
problems?

Not surprisingly,
this conduct and lan-
guage was also evi-
denced in the election
campaign. Political par-
ties fell short of offering
a credible vision for the
country’s future or any
strategy to reach that
destination.

This at a time when
the country confronts
unprecedented chal-
lenges crying out for an-
swers — the most seri-
ous economic crisis in
the country’s history,
crippling power short-
ages, surge in security
threats, declining capac-
ity of state institutions,
deterioration in public
service delivery, a
fraught regional situa-
tion and a polity in which
power has shifted much
more to the military es-
tablishment.

An imposing array
of problems await the
next government. Obvi-
ously, the economy is the
number one issue that
needs to be urgently ad-
dressed. But this requires
an environment of calm,

which means bringing
an end to the present
political tensions and
turmoil.

The aftermath of a
disputed election will not
be easy to handle. Much
will depend on how seri-
ously the government
ensures complaints of
ballot fraud are fully in-
vestigated so that the
election’s credibility is
not left in any doubt.
This in turn needs an
approach that breaks
decisively from the past
and is predicated on en-
gaging rather than iso-
lating or suppressing
the opposition.

Without establish-
ing the conditions for
domestic peace and sta-
bility, efforts to meet the
economic challenge will
not succeed. Many po-
litical parties have spo-
ken of the need for an
extended, larger IMF
programme, notwith-
standing PTI leaders’
contradictory state-
ments about a Fund
loan. Once the federal
government is installed,
it is expected to negoti-
ate a new loan package
with the IMF. This is a
necessary but not suffi-
cient condition for eco-
nomic recovery. A home-
grown economic plan
will have to be crafted
that entails wide-ranging
reforms to tackle the
structural roots of
Pakistan’s perennial fi-
nancial crisis and need
for bailouts.

The structural
sources of persisting fi-
nancial imbalances are
well known — a narrow
and inequitable tax re-
gime, limited export base,
the energy sector’s cir-
cular debt, bankrupt
public-sector enter-

prises, heavy regulatory
burden and low savings
and investment. Band-
aid responses to these
problems are no longer
tenable. Comprehensive
reforms have to be imple-
mented to put Pakistan
on the path to growth
and investment. Estab-
lishing fast-track entities
such as the Special In-
vestment Facilitation
Council which ignore the
unstable macroeco-
nomic situation will yield
modest results, if that.

Foreign policy is-
sues for the next govern-
ment will be no less
pressing at a time when
the world is in the midst
of an intensely unstable
period marked by grow-
ing geopolitical ten-
sions, two major wars
and persisting financial
volatility. Making the
task more challenging is
the tense regional situa-
tion with Pakistan’s rela-
tions with three of its
neighbours all in a
troubled and fraught
state. These changing
global and regional dy-
namics urge the need for
a wide-ranging review of
foreign policy as well as
a focus early  in the
government’s tenure on
the country’s key bilat-
eral relationships.

The question is
how intellectually
equipped are political
parties that will form the
next government to un-
dertake all this. Have
they done any thinking
about the key issues
consequential to the
country’s future? Com-
ing months will provide
an answer to whether
they have the policy
wherewithal to govern
effectively and not just
wield power.

THE time has come for
Pakistan to redefine its
relationship with the en-
vironment — not as a
passive recipient of in-
ternational aid, but as an
active steward of its own
natural legacy.

Pakistan’s environ-
mental predicament is a
poignant illustration of
the disparity between a
nation’s contribution to
global greenhouse gas
emissions and the sever-
ity of its climate-related
challenges. Despite ac-
counting for less than
one per cent of global
GHG emissions, Paki-
stan is significantly im-
pacted by climate
change. The country
has been experiencing
an alarming increase in
environmental disasters,
such as flash floods, ex-
tended drought periods,
and intense heatwaves.
According to a World
Bank report, the recent
climate-induced disas-
ters in Pakistan, includ-
ing a heatwave and dev-
astating floods, caused
over 1,700 deaths, dis-
placed more than eight
million people, and re-
sulted in more than $30
billion in damages and
economic losses.

The combined risks
of extreme climate-re-

lated events, environ-
mental degradation, and
air pollution could re-
duce Pakistan’s GDP by
18pc to 20pc by 2050.
These occurrences high-
light Pakistan’s vulner-
ability  to climate ex-
tremes and indicate the
urgency for comprehen-
sive strategies to adapt
to and mitigate these ef-
fects.

 The reliance on in-
ternational climate aid,
often limited to small
grants for seminars and
PR campaigns, does not
help much. International
donors pledged over
$9bn to assist Pakistan
in recovering from dev-
astating floods last year,
but unfortunately the
funds never materialised.

The example of the
Amazon rainforest’s
contribution to its own
rainfall is a striking illus-
tration of the significant
role local ecosystems
play in their own environ-
mental health. Despite its
global significance, the
Amazon primarily sus-
tains its climate through
its own biological pro-
cesses, a concept that
can be applied to
Pakistan’s environmental
situation. The focus on
seeking international cli-
mate aid and support,
while beneficial, may

have only a limited im-
pact on Pakistan’s envi-
ronmental restoration.
Pakistan’s environmental
health, like the
Amazon’s, is  signifi-
cantly influenced by its
own conservation and
sustainability practices
and we need to address
environmental chal-
lenges through internal
efforts.

A d d r e s s i n g
Pakistan’s environmental
challenges necessitates
a fundamental shift from
the prevailing mindset
and policy framework.
The need of the hour is
not just an environmen-
tal policy, but a compre-
hensive land use policy.
This policy should be
multidimensional, en-
compassing agriculture,
nature conservation and
restoration, industrial
practices, and housing
strategies.

The focus on seek-
ing international climate
aid and support may
have only a limited im-
pact on Pakistan’s envi-
ronmental restoration.

The agriculture
strategy in Pakistan’s
proposed land use policy
must confront existing
practices that have de-
graded natural capital.
The agriculture sector
with its distributional

consequences is re-
sponsible for more than
50pc of GHG emissions.
Traditional agricultural
methods have led to ex-
tensive land degrada-
tion, water scarcity, and
a decrease in
biodiversity. The latest
figure indicates that the
per capita availability of
water in Pakistan has
declined to 1,017 cubic
metres per person in
2021, significantly below
the threshold for water
scarcity, while rent-seek-
ing farmers-turned-in-
dustrialists heavily lob-
bying for sugarcane cul-
tivation in the south
have made it worse.

 This has not only
contributed to environ-
mental degradation but
also made sugarcane a
critical part of the con-
sumption basket, de-
spite its intensive water
usage and ecological
impact. To counteract
this, a shift to sustain-
able agricultural prac-
tices is imperative. Prac-
tices like efficient water
use, organic farming, and
crop diversification can
rehabilitate the land,
conserve water, and en-
hance biodiversity.

Similarly, nature
conservation and resto-
ration, is crucial. Past
neglect and

overexploitation of natu-
ral habitats by unsus-
tainable timber extraction
have led to a significant
loss of biodiversity and
ecosystem services in
the country. Forests
span merely 5.7pc of
Pakistan’s total land,
with the remaining for-
ested areas facing rapid
decline.

The pressures of
commercial logging and
the increased demand
for resources such as
fuel, fodder, building
supplies, resin, and char-
coal by the growing
population have se-
verely impacted forest
ecosystems. A strategic
focus on restoring and
conserving natural habi-
tats — forests, wetlands,
and grasslands — is vi-
tal. Another billion-tree
tsunami is badly needed.

The industrial and
housing strategies also
play a critical role. His-
torically, unregulated in-
dustrial growth and ur-
ban expansion in Paki-
stan have led to environ-
mental degradation
through pollution, habi-
tat loss, and increased
carbon emissions. The
industrial sector, with its
reliance on fossil fuels
for energy, has been a
major contributor to air
pollution.

Pack of lies
BY Zarrar Khuhro:

WHEN Hamas and its
allies attacked Israel on
Oct 7, the assault made
headlines. Its aftermath
— Israel’s genocidal
campaign against the
entire Palestinian people
— continues till today.

However, it quickly
dawned on the belea-
guered right-wing gov-
ernment of Benjamin
Netanyahu that the at-
tack was a godsend be-
cause (a) a government
at war could ignore its
political problems, and
(b) it provided an oppor-
tunity to implement the
Final Solution to the Pal-
estinian issue.

But first, a degree of
consent had to be manu-
factured — you can’t
eradicate an entire
people out of the blue —
and the Palestinians had
to be depicted as mind-
less barbarians shedding
Jewish blood. So, head-
lines about 40 beheaded
babies — a lie repeated
by the US president —
dominated international
media along with tales of
sexual assaults by
Hamas fighters.

But, as with almost
all Zionist claims, it soon
became clear that there
was little to no proof
backing these accusa-
tions. Indeed, had West-
ern media bothered to
carry out some due dili-
gence, it would have be-
come apparent that the
claims were not sup-
ported by evidence.
Take the New York Times,
which ran a piece claim-
ing to have verified
video evidence regard-
ing the alleged rape of an
Israeli woman named Gal
Abdush. However, Gal’s
own parents and sister
came out to deny the
claim, after which it
emerged that NYT’s
‘video evidence’ only
verified the woman’s
identity, and not the al-
leged rape.

The article also
quoted ZAKA, the same
Israeli group that spread

the false story about be-
headed babies. Interest-
ingly, ZAKA’s own co-
founder Meshi Zahav
was accused of “horren-
dous acts of sexual
abuse of men, women
and children”, following
which he took his own
life. The NYT also
launched a series of
podcasts based on the
same article, which was
pulled after it became
clear that the information
it relied on was inaccu-
rate.

However, the claims
are repeated to this day,
most recently by Hillary
Clinton who continues
to justify Israel’s murder-
ous actions as “self-de-
fence”.

Social media was
another vector for mis-
information, with promi-
nent Israelis posting a
video in  which they
claim a Hamas fighter is
heard singling out fe-
male captives for rape.
Once translated, it be-
came clear that the
fighter is saying “No, no,
she is a female captive,
leave her … go back to
your place.”

Similar accusations
were made by pro-Israeli
Moroccan journalist
Mahdi Baladi about
freed Israeli hostage
Maya Regev. Baladi
falsely  claimed that
Regev’s medical reports
stated she was raped by
multiple men, a claim that
was not verified by the
hospital where she was
treated or by her family.

More recently, ac-
tivist Sandra Ifrah
claimed on a French TV
channel CNEWS that a
13-year-old hostage was
raped and needed an
abortion while another
hostage had 67 different
sperm samples in her.
Later, she retracted these
false claims in a tweet by
saying that she was “un-
der the influence of emo-
tion”. She didn’t bother
to specify what she was
apologising for and the
TV channel has contin-

ued to repeat this lie.
There is no proof

backing Israel’s accusa-
tions.

But now, evidence
has finally emerged of
systematic sexual harass-
ment and rape in Pales-
tine, except this evidence
will not be discussed on
Western media because
the perpetrators are Is-
raeli and the victims Pal-
estinian.

UN experts have said
that there have been nu-
merous cases where “Pal-
estinian women and girls
in detention have also
been subjected to mul-
tiple forms of sexual as-
sault, such as being
stripped naked and
searched by male Israeli
army officers. At least two
female Palestinian detain-
ees were reportedly
raped while others were
reportedly threatened
with rape and sexual vio-
lence”. Photographs of
women in “degrading cir-
cumstances” have also
been posted online by
Israeli soldiers.

Lama Khater, a Pal-
estinian mother of five,
who was released by Is-
rael in November, says
that in her first interroga-
tion she was threatened
with rape and the murder
of her family.

She and other female
prisoners were sexually
harassed and not even
provided access to sani-
tary pads.

Palestinian activist
Ahed Tamimi, was also
subjected to sexualised
remarks during her deten-
tion but perhaps her high
profile status saved her
from greater indignities.
The Israelis certainly
didn’t hold back because
of her age because that
has never been a barrier;
in 2021 a Palestinian NGO
reported the rape of a 15-
year-old boy by Israeli
security forces to the US
State Department. Israel
reacted by declaring the
NGO a terrorist
organisation and sealing
its offices.

Environmental Samples: Urgent
Call to Safeguard Balochistan’s

Polio-Free Status
Editorial:
In a crucial stride to fortify its polio-free status, Balochistan launched an ambi-
tious anti-polio campaign, reaching out to over 2.5 million children below the
age of five. The dedication of 11,000 teams strategically positioned across the
province symbolizes a collective determination to combat the poliovirus.

However, amidst this proactive effort, unsettling news surfaces. Environ-
mental samples from Quetta, Hub, Dera Bugti, and Chaman test positive for the
virus, casting a shadow on the region’s hard-won progress. This alarming
development is a stark reminder that the fight against polio is far from over.

Polio-Free Balochistan, A Hard-Won Progress
Syed Zahid Shah, Chief of the Emergency Operation Cell, passionately

calls upon parents to actively cooperate, underscoring the urgency of ensur-
ing that their children receive the indispensable anti-polio drops. It is impera-
tive for every citizen to recognize their role in this monumental endeavor.

The collaborative spirit demonstrated by the government, UNICEF, WHO,
and various organizations is commendable. However, the recent environmental
samples pose a looming threat, demanding intensified efforts and collabora-
tion. It is crucial for these entities to join hands in a unified front against the
crippling virus.

Govt And Orgs Should Intensify Their Efforts
This editorial urges the government and relevant organizations to inten-

sify their efforts, pooling resources and expertise to confront and eliminate this
newfound challenge. The preservation of Balochistan’s polio-free legacy, me-
ticulously upheld for over two years, demands immediate action. The time to
act is now, to secure the health and future of Balochistan’s children, ensuring
a polio-free landscape for generations to come.
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ANF seizes 109 kg drugs, arrests
12 in 11 countrywide operations

Pakistan to seek loan package plus
climate finance from IMF

R A W A L P I N D I
(INP): The Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF)
seized 109 kilogram
drugs, arrested 12 drug
pushers in 11 opera-
tions conducted in vari-
ous districts of the
country.

A spokesman of
ANF Headquarters
said on Monday that
that a passenger trav-
eling to Qatar was held
at Islamabad Interna-
tional Airport after re-
covery of 1 kg Ice.

Two passengers
attempting to smuggle
663 grams and 352
grams Ice to Qatar
through different

flights were held at
Lahore Airport.

Another Doha-
bound passenger was
offloaded and held af-
ter recovery of 592
grams heroin.

During operation
near M-2 Motorway
Lahore, 84 kg opium
was recovered while
15 kg heroin was re-
covered near Swabi
Interchange.

A drug pusher
was arrested with 1.7
kg heroin and 130
grams in Orangi Town
Karachi.

An accused was
held with 2 kg hashish
in Tando Thoro area in

Hyderabad while 1 kg
Ice and 952 grams
opium were recovered
from two suspects
rounded up on Sukkur
Road.

Two drug pushers
were apprehended af-
ter recovery of 1 kg
hashish in Chaklala
Scheme-3 Rawalpindi.

Another drug
pusher was netted
with 1 kg hashish in
Jhelum.

Separate cases
against the detainees
were registered under
the Anti-Narcotics Act
and further investiga-
tions were under pro-
cess.

Illegal Afghan
immigrants
repatriate in

continued effort
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The repatriation of ille-
gal Afghan immigrants
from Pakistan persists as
the number of returnees
reaches 498,228 by Feb-
ruary 25, 2024.

Despite this major
milestone, the repatria-
tion process continues
without interruption,
showcasing ongoing ef-
forts to facilitate the re-
turn of Afghan citizens
to their homeland.

Between February
19 and February 25, a to-
tal of 5,368 Afghan citi-
zens, comprising 1,764
men, 1,120 women, and
2,484 children, have re-
patriated from various
cities across Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan will seek a
loan package from the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) plus 1.5
billion dollars climate
finance, sources said
on Monday.

The country is ex-
ploring the possibility
of increasing the pro-
gram to $7.5-8 billion,
reportedly seeking ad-
dition of climate fi-
nance in the next bail-
out package, sources
said. Climate finance
will be sought to ex-
pand the loan package.
The International
Monetary Fund pro-

vides affordable long-
term financing for
countries dealing with
climate change and
pandemics.

According to
sources, the authorities
are looking for options
to increase the up-
coming IMF bailout
package to 7.5 to 8 bil-
lion dollars with pos-
sible application for cli-
mate finance.

Sources said that
the IMF Board of Gov-
ernors in its meeting in
December last year
had approved enhanc-
ing the quota of all
countries and this de-

cision will also be
implementable over
Pakistan. “Under this
decision Pakistan
could borrow from 6
to 8 billion dollars”.

Pakistan is seek-
ing a Bangladesh-style
deal with the IMF for
special financing of
1.5 billion dollars for
climate finance,
sources said.

Sources said that
Pakistan have to allo-
cate initial fund for
betterment of the en-
vironment before
seeking the loan from
the global lending insti-
tution.

PPP regrets
President Alvi’s

linking NA
session with

reserved seats
ISLAMABAD (INP):
PPP leader and former
federal minister
Sherry Rehman has
said that President Arif
Alvi was again violat-
ing the law by not con-
vening the session of
the National Assembly
despite the requisition
summary sent to him
earlier. Talking to me-
dia here on Monday,
Sherry Rehman said
Arif Alvi was the
president of Pakistan
and not of a political
party. She said PPP
was a political and
democratic party
which always discour-
aged politics of division
and hate.

Sherry said ses-
sion of National As-
sembly will be held au-
tomatically after 21
days as per the Article
91(2) of the Constitu-
tion if President Alvi
did not convene the
session.

The Constitution
did not link the Na-
tional Assembly ses-
sion with any pending
issue, she elaborated.

Sherry remarked
Arif Alvi’s tenure has
already been marred
by controversies.

“As he was about
to leave the presi-
dency, he is safeguard-
ing the interests of PTI
and not of his presiden-
tial oath,” the PPP
leader added. The
former minister ac-
cused Arif Alvi of al-
ways trying to create
a constitutional crisis.
“He should avoid in-
dulging in any uncon-
stitutional issue before
his exit from presi-
dency,” she added.

Over 45.8 mln children to be
vaccinated during 2nd national

anti-polio drive of 2024
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Health Ministry re-
affirming Pakistan’s re-
solve to protect all chil-
dren from the disability-
causing polio virus
launched the second na-
tionwide polio vaccina-
tion campaign of the year
on Sunday.

More than 45.8 mil-
lion children aged under
five years will be vacci-
nated during the vacci-
nation drive which will
be held across the coun-
try from February 26 to
March 3 and in 33 dis-
tricts of KP from March
2 to March 6.

During the cam-
paign, the children will
also be given vitamin A
supplements to boost
their immunity.

After administering
polio drops to children
to launch the drive, Fed-
eral Secretary for Health,
Iftikhar Ali Shallwani
said, “Polio is a terrible
disease that has no cure
and can leave children
paralyzed for life. Unfor-
tunately, it continues to
be a threat to our children
as some people refuse to
vaccinate children based
on misconceptions and
false information about

the vaccine.”
Shallwani further

said that while the gov-
ernment remains
strongly committed to
ending polio in Pakistan
and was making great
progress, as decision-
makers, parents and
caregivers also have a
huge responsibility to
ensure their children’s
well-being.

In a special message
directed to parents and
caregivers, the health
secretary emphasized,
“Polio vaccinators will
be delivering this vital
vaccine to your door-
steps next week. I im-
plore you to recognize
the threat posed by the
poliovirus to your chil-
dren and ensure that you
open your doors to fa-
cilitate their vaccina-
tion.” This was the sec-
ond consecutive nation-
wide campaign of the
year after poliovirus was
detected in  sewage
samples from 19 districts
in January and in 126
sewage samples in 2023.

The first campaign
of 2024 was held from
January 8 to January 14,
during which over 43 mil-
lion children were vacci-

nated.
On this occasion,

the National Coordinator
for Pakistan’s Polio
Programme, Dr Shahzad
Baig, said that the Paki-
stan Polio Programme
has devised a compre-
hensive mass vaccina-
tion and health services
delivery plan for the year
and will be working with
a laser focus on reach-
ing missed children, re-
ducing refusals, and in-
creasing community en-
gagement to build trust
and goodwill for polio
eradication efforts.

“The wellbeing of all
Pakistani children is our
top priority, and we will
continue to take all mea-
sures possible to ensure
quality healthcare deliv-
ery to end this disease
in the country.

This is  a critical
campaign because polio-
virus was found in mul-
tiple environmental
samples in  January,
which means children are
persistently at risk from
this disease,” said Dr
Baig. “Viruses do not
discriminate; they will
find vulnerable children
and target them any-
where; therefore.

PRs finalizes plan to procure 230
passengers coaches under PSDP

Shehbaz stresses joint efforts against
poverty, unemployment, ignorance

LAHORE (INP):
President Pakistan
Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and
prime minister-desig-
nate Shehbaz Sharif
has stressed the need
of joint efforts to get
rid the country of pov-
erty, unemployment
and ignorance.

In a statement is-
sued on Sunday, he
said that political sta-
bility was of signifi-
cance importance for
economic stability in
the country.

Shehbaz Sharif
said that the today

need of national unity
for political and eco-
nomic stability was
greater than it was felt
every before in the
country’s history.

He said that
adopting the attitude of
simplicity and frugality,
we would have to
spent maximum re-
sources on welfare of
the people.

The PM designate
said that political sta-
bility and a peaceful
atmosphere were ex-
tremely important for
attracting foreign in-
vestment.

He said that Paki-
stan will be prosperous
only when all its units
were prosperous.

Shehbaz Sharif
said that he has set a
bright example of eco-
nomic,

development and
stability in the past and
practical and concrete
measures will be taken
to improve the
economy.

He said, “Alive
nations face chal-
lenges and difficulties
with bravery and
hardwork. We will
move forward to-

gether and solve the
problems faced by the
country.”

The PML-N
President said that dur-
ing his government, he
saved billions of ru-
pees on development
projects in Punjab and
set a new record of
economy and savings.
It was a golden era of
prosperity, he added.

Shehbaz Sharif
said that he will lead
the country on the path
of prosperity and de-
velopment under the
prudent leadership of
the people.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Railways was set
to finalize a plan to pro-
cure 230 passenger
coaches and 820 High
Capacity Wagons under
the Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme
(PSDP) aiming help to
improve the speed of the
trains and ensure adher-
ence to fixed timings.

An official in the
Ministry of Railways on
Sunday said, “Out of the
total, around 46 Com-
pletely-Built-Up (CBU)
passenger coaches have
been procured up till now
while the remaining 184
would be manufactured
in the country and the
coaches would be able to
travel at the speed of
160km/h.”

Pakistan Railways
was putting maximum ef-
forts to complete rehabili-
tation and reconstruction
work on the railway track
along with improving the
speed of the locomotives

to carry passengers to
their respective destina-
tions on time, he added.

The official further
stated that infrastruc-
ture, including the track
and signaling system
from Karachi to
Peshawar, Main Line-I
(ML-I), and doubling of
track from Lahore to
Peshawar (462.20 Km)
was also being re-
vamped.

The length of the
track was 1,726 kilome-
ters and the department
has planned to improve
speed up to 160 kilome-
ters per hour in the
project of up-gradation
of ML-I under the China-
Pak Economic Corridor
(CPEC), he noted.

He said the rolling
stock being procured
under this project would
be capable of running at
a speed of 160 km/h
whereas the department
had a dedicated fleet of
55 diesel-electric loco-

motives of 4000-4500 HP
for freight operation to
cater maximum haulage
at higher speed.

“The Computer
Based Interlocking (CBI)
system is installed on 48
stations of ML-I, to im-
prove signaling and in-
terlocking for higher
speed and safety of train
operation,” the official
added.

To a question, he
said Pakistan Railways
was a big organization
comprising around
63,000 employees, and its
network was spread
throughout the country.

The official said the
employees were well
cared for owing to hav-
ing several welfare ac-
tivities, including
healthcare facilities
through  an intensive
network of hospitals,
dispensaries, and child
healthcare units.

He said the provi-
sion of government ac-

commodation according
to entitlement and prior-
ity list, staff benevolent
funds, benefits, and in-
centives provided
through the Prime
Minister’s Family Assis-
tance Package policy for
deceased employees’
families were part of
these facilities.

The official said that
other facilities included
benefits and incentives
provided through policy
for disabled employees’
families, monthly grants
to widows scale-wise,
the establishment of pri-
mary and high schools,
industrial schools to
teach handicrafts, sports
activities, pick and drop
facility for schools/of-
fices, installation of wa-
ter filters plants, a spe-
cial provision of five
medical seats in Riphah
Islamic Universities with
the reduction of 50 per-
cent in admission and
tuition fees.

SHC issues arrest warrants of four accused
in Murtaza Bhutto murder case

KARACHI (INP): The
Sindh High Court
(SHC) on Monday is-
sued bailable arrest war-
rants of four accused in
Murtaza Bhutto murder
case.

The high court
hearing appeals against
acquittal of police of-
ficers in Murtaza
Bhutto murder case.

Four murder ac-
cused Ghulam
Mustafa,  Gulzar
Ahmed, Zafar Ahmed
and Asghar Memon

were absent in the case
hearing.

The court also re-
jected the plea of a
former police officer
Wajid Durrani seeking
exemption from the
court hearing.

A brother of
former police chief of
Karachi, late Shahid
Hayat, approached the
court for pursuing the
appeal.

 The court granted
request of Shahid
Hayat’s brother.

The lawyers in-
formed the court that
four police officers
nominated as accused
in the case have ex-
pired.  Lawyers told the
court that Shahid
Hayat, Shabbir Ahmed
Qaimkhani,  Agha
Muhammad Jameel and
Masood Sharif have
died.

The bench directed
concerned SHOs to
verify the matter and
produce its report in
court.

J u s t i c e
Naimatullah Phulpoto
said that the court in-
tends to tackle the ap-
peal, which has been
pending since year
2010. The bench sum-
moned further details of
the case till April 22.

Mir Murtaza
Bhutto’s servant Noor
Muhammad had filed
appeal in the high court
in year 2010 against
acquittal of the ac-
cused in the high-pro-
file murder case.

QUETTA: Special Secretary Finance Habib-Ur-Rehman Jamot is presiding over the Irrigation De-
partment Budget 2024-25 (SNE) meeting.

GWADAR: Gwadar Deputy Commissioner Aurangzeb Badini is monitoring and reviewing the polio
campaign in different areas of the city.

GWADAR: The newly appointed Controller of Examinations of Gwadar University Prof. Dr. Rahim
Mehr took charge of his post.

HARNAI: Deputy Commissioner Harnai Muhammad Javed Domki is inaugurating the 5-day polio
campaign by administering polio drops to the child. DHO Dr. Fayaz Ahmad Mastoi and MS Dr. Farid
Ahmed are also present on this occasion.
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PSX continues bullish run, gains
over 700 points

Maryam to follow Nawaz Sharif’s
footsteps: Rana Sanaullah

Voting for Punjab Chief Minister begins
amid boycott by SIC legislators

LAHORE (INP):  The Punjab
Assembly session to elect the
Chief Minister began on a sour
note on Monday as members
of the opposition Sunni Ittehad
Council (SIC) boycotted the
proceedings right from the
word go.

No sooner had Speaker
Malik Ahmed Khan explained
the procedure for the election
of the chief minister than the
members of the SIC stood up
and heckled him by raising slo-
gans.

The SIC members later
walked out of the assembly to
register their protest over what

they said "stolen mandate".
Earlier, PML-N nominee

Maryam Nawaz, who enjoys
support of majority in the
House, reached the premises
and was warmly greeted by
the party leaders.  Maryam,
who is the Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) senior vice
president, became a member
of the provincial assembly by
winning the Feb 8 general
elections from constituency
159 Lahore-XV.

The speaker explained the
procedure of voting when the
assembly session started.
Later, the assembly secretary

briefed the house on the vot-
ing procedure.

 In the meanwhile, the op-
position SIC members raised
the objection that house was
incomplete as women’s re-
served seats and minority
members have not been
named yet.

The SIC members boy-
cotted the session.

Speaker Khan formed a
committee to negotiate with
the protesters who briefly re-
turned to the assembly but
again moved out. The speaker
then decided to proceed with-
out the opposition.

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Muslim League (PML-N)
Punjab president and former
interior minister Rana
Sanaullah said that party can-
didate for CM Punjab slot
Maryam Nawaz will follow the
footsteps of her father and
PML-N supremo Nawaz
Sharif.

Speaking to media persons
outside Punjab Assembly,
Rana Sanaullah said that
Maryam will become the first
chief minister of Punjab as a
female candidate and will work
for the development of the
province

He maintained that Punjab
will play a key role in bringing
political and economic stability
in the country under the lead-
ership of Maryam Nawaz.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the session of the
Punjab Assembly to elect the

Chief Minister will be held in
Lahore today (February 26).

Maryam Nawaz, the po-
litical scion of PML-N su-
preme leader Nawaz Sharif,
was nominated as the party’s
candidate for the coveted po-
sition of the chief minister of
the country’s most populous
province, Punjab.

Meanwhile, PTI – at the
eleventh hour – named Rana
Aftab Ahmed Khan as its new
candidate for the post follow-
ing the provincial police’s at-
tempt to arrest its earlier nomi-
nee, Mian Aslam Iqbal.

It’s noteworthy that the
PML-N has a substantial num-
ber of candidates, adding to the
competitive nature of the elec-
tion.

The oath-taking ceremony
occurred on Friday, with 321
out of 371 members of the
Punjab Assembly taking their

oaths.
Since PML-N and its al-

lies have a clear majority in the
House there are no obstacles
for Maryam Nawaz to secure
the top position.

A day earlier, PML-N
clinched victory in the Punjab
Assembly speaker and deputy
speaker elections in the house
numerically dominated by the
party.

PML-N’s leader Malik
Muhammad Ahmed Khan was
elected as PA Speaker, amass-
ing a commanding 224 votes
out of the total 327 cast in the
house.

At the same time, Malik
Zaheer Ahmed Channer, the
PML-N candidate for the
deputy speaker position,
emerged victorious against
Mohammad Moinuddin from
the Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC), garnering 220 votes.

Nationwide polio vaccination drive kicks off,
targeting over 45.8 mln children

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
health ministry reaffirmed on
Monday its commitment to
safeguarding the health of chil-
dren as it commenced the sec-
ond nationwide anti-polio cam-
paign of the year today.

Amid concerns over the
persisting threat of the poliovi-
rus, more than 4.58 million chil-
dren are set to receive vital
vaccinations during the cam-
paign, which runs from Febru-
ary 26 to March 9.

The initiative aims to in-
oculate children under the age
of five across the country,
alongside administering addi-
tional doses of vitamin A to
bolster their immunity.

Federal Secretary Health,
Iftikhar Ali Shalwani, under-
scored the severity of polio,
emphasizing that the virus can
inflict lifelong disabilities on
children. He lamented the per-
sistence of misconceptions and
misinformation surrounding the
vaccine, which deter some par-
ents from ensuring their chil-

dren receive vital immuniza-
tion.

"The government of Paki-
stan remains steadfast in its
commitment to polio eradica-
tion, making significant strides
in this endeavor," stated Fed-
eral Secretary Health Iftikhar
Ali Shalwani.

"However, the collective
responsibility lies not only with
decision-makers but also with
parents to prioritize their
children's health."

In a plea to parents, Sec-
retary Shalwani urged coop-
eration with polio teams visit-
ing households, emphasizing
the importance of recognizing
the dangers posed by the po-
liovirus and ensuring children
receive the necessary vacci-
nation.

This campaign follows the
detection of the poliovirus in
sewage samples from 20 dis-
tricts in January, underlining the
ongoing threat.

 Dr. Shahzad Baig, Coor-
dinator of the National Emer-

gency Operations Center, em-
phasized the program's com-
mitment to reaching all children
with vaccination and health
services, particularly those
who have been historically
underserved.

"Our primary focus is the
welfare of every child, and we
are dedicated to leaving no
stone unturned in our efforts
to eradicate this disease," af-
firmed Dr. Shahzad Baig.
"Given the recent detection of
the poliovirus in environmental
samples, it is imperative that we
remain vigilant and ensure all
children are protected."

As the campaign com-
menced, Dr. Baig urged par-
ents to prioritize their children's
safety, emphasizing the indis-
criminate nature of the polio-
virus.

 He implored parents to
seize every opportunity to en-
sure their children receive the
mandatory polio vaccine to
safeguard against potential
harm.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) commenced the trading
week on a notably bullish note,
with the benchmark SE-100
index witnessing a robust
surge, gaining a remarkable
707 points today.

In the early trading hours,
the KSE-100 index demon-
strated an impressive ascent,
rising by 707 points or 1.06
percent, reaching 63,525 at
approximately 9:55 am local
time.

This surge follows
yesterday's closure at 62,815
points, marking a notable con-
tinuation of the positive mo-
mentum witnessed in recent
sessions.

Last week's trading activi-
ties also depicted a promising
trend, with the index register-
ing a significant increase of 901

points on the final business day.
The ongoing bullish senti-

ment in the market has been
largely attributed to recent po-
litical developments, particu-
larly the agreement between
the Pakistan Peoples Party and
the Muslim League (N) to
form the government, an-
nounced on February 21.

Market analysts have un-
derscored the positive impact
of this agreement on investor
confidence and market dy-
namics.

Speaking to a private Tv
news channel Mohammad
Sohail, Chief Executive of
Topline Securities, remarked
on the market's buoyancy fol-
lowing the news of the politi-
cal consensus, attributing the
surge to renewed investor op-
timism.

Echoing similar senti-

ments, Owais Ashraf, Re-
search Director at Akshir, em-
phasized the restoration of in-
vestor confidence following
the clarity surrounding the for-
mation of the new government.

Yousuf  M. Farooq, Direc-
tor of Chase Securities, high-
lighted the positive market sen-
timent following the resolution
of uncertainties regarding the
new government's formation,
noting the stock exchange's
upbeat start in response to the
recent developments.

With the market exhibiting
resilience and investors show-
ing renewed enthusiasm,

analysts remain cautiously
optimistic about the trajectory
of the PSX in the coming ses-
sions, closely monitoring both
domestic political dynamics and
international market trends for
further insights.

Hike in GST on locally manufactured auto
mobiles matter of concern: PAAPAM

KARACHI (INP): The Pakistan
Association of Automotive Parts
and Accessories Manufacturers
(PAAPAM) has expressed grave
concerns over the proposed hike
in sales tax from 18% to 25% on
automobiles having ex-factory
price of Rs4 million and above.

The PAAPAM's leadership
comprising of Chairman Abdul
Rahman Aizaz, SVC Mumsahd Ali,
and VC Taufique Sherwani in a
unified stance was of the opinion
that previous move to increase ST
to 25% on 1400 cc cars along with
other taxation measures and de-
valuation of Rupee have already
resulted in drop of automobile
sales to just 30% of 2021-22 lev-
els. This sharp decline has not
only resulted in duress to the part
making sector and employment
thus generated but also resulted
in lesser absolute tax collection
from the sector.

Highlighting the current chal-
lenges like souring energy prices,
currency devaluation of over
160% in just 6 years, exception-
ally high financing rates, and over

40% taxation on every car sold
have already curtailed sale to just
100,000 Cars/SUVs against the
installed capacity of 500,000 ve-
hicles.

The PAAPAM's leadership
emphasized that increasing GST
to 25% for small size sedans will
push the prices beyond purchas-
ing power of country’s middle
class. Such a move will not only
hurt the customer but will also
yield lesser collection of tax due
to anticipated lesser sale.

It was to be noted that auto-
mobile production and sales have
been on a downward trajectory
for the last five years. Automo-
biles were demand-elastic items
whose sales would further go
down with a jump in prices and
the GST rise would prove coun-
terproductive.

Experts said that the Eco-
nomic Coordination Committee’s
decision to increase the general
sales tax on locally produced ve-
hicles will result both in a drop in
volumes as well as revenues, as it
was highly unlikely that a hike in

GST would additionally generate
revenue.

The measure would only hit
the economy, enhancing negative
sentiments for the consumers and
losing investors’ confidence in
Pakistan, fearing a rise in prices
of locally assembled cars which
were already marred by hyperin-
flation and slowdown.

PAAPAM's leadership em-
phasized that increasing GST to
25% for small size sedans will
push the prices beyond purchas-
ing power of country’s middle
class. Such a move will not only
hurt the customer but will also
yield lesser collection of tax due
to anticipated lesser sale.

They urged the authorities
not to further burden the local in-
dustry by raising the GST. This
proposal to enhance the GST was
earlier turned down when it was
discussed with industry repre-
sentatives.

PAAPAM requested for dia-
logues with government before
taking any decision on imposing
further taxes on automobiles.

Afghan refugee attempting to get CNIC,
local facilitator held

CHITRAL (INP): The Darosh
Police arrested another Afghan
refugee during attempt to get
Computerized National Identity
Card (CNIC) and his local fa-
cilitator.

The arrests were made on
complaint of officials of the Na-
tional Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA) office
Drosh office where an Afghan
refugee along with local facili-
tator produced fake domicile
and birth certificate to get CNIC.

Assistant Director NADRA
office lodged an FIR with
Darosh police station that
Mohammad Yousuf of Arandu
Gol was facilitating Afghan na-

tional Sher Hassan in obtaining
CNIC.

The police registered the
case under Sections 419, 420,
461, 478 and 34 of Pakistan
Penal Code.

Muhammad Yousuf admit-
ted that he had got the Afghan
man included in his family
record showing him as his son
after taking Rs15,000 from
him.

The police arrested the Af-
ghan refugee along with his fa-
cilitator.

It should be mentioned
here that thousands of Afghan
refugees had migrated from Af-
ghanistan to Chitral during Af-

ghan war and several of settled
there and many refugees have
also married local woman.
These Afghan refugees were at-
tempting to obtain CNICs.

Last month, an Afghan na-
tional along with his local facili-
tator was arrested from NADRA
office Darosh during an attempt
to get CNIC.

Now, another Afghan refu-
gee along with local facilitator
has been arrested during same
attempt.

The local people have ap-
preciated NADRA official Sharif
Ahmed for foiling attempt of
getting CNIC by Afghan man
on fake documents.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister Local Government Sheikh Mahmood Al Hasan Mandokhail are meet-
ing with Caretaker Provincial Health Minister Dr. Amir Mohammad Khan Jogizai.

PISHIN: Deputy Commissioner Captain (R) Juma Dad Khan Mandokhail is presiding over the review
meeting of polio campaign.

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar is inaugurating the seven-day anti-
polio campaign 2024 by administering polio drops to children.

QUETTA: MS BMC Hospital Dr. Amin Mandokhail and MS Civil Hospital Dr. Ishaq Panizai are
congratulating Additional Director MSD Dr. Ismail Mirwani.


