First Digital Print Daily of Balochistan

UETTA VOICE

Rs.10.00 VOL.V:No 269

Editor :Asim khan

Monday, February 05,2024

dquettavoice@gmail.com

Wisdom and Vision: Shaping Balochistan’s Future in the 2024 Elections

Syed Ali Shah:

As the political landscape of The pressures and chal-
Balochistan gears up for the up-  lenges in his home city have com-
coming general elections on Feb-  pelled the Chiefof Jamiat ul Ulema
ruary 8, 2024, the province finds e Islam (JUI) to step into the po-
itself at a crucial juncture, facmg litical arena, presenting a unique

that for voters to_evalu-
mand careful consideration zmd ate his vision for addressing the
thoughtful decision-making from  issues faced by the region.
its residents.

The list of candidates vying  AKhtar Mengal,
for leadership reflects the diverse  \[ehmood A chakzai.
voices and aspirations of the . d
people, and voters must make  Dr. Malik Baloch,
wiseand informed choices forthe  Jam Kamal, Nawab
betterment of the province and the e 2
nation. Aslam Raisani Con-

Maulana Fazal ur Rehman’s 4 i
decision to contest he cloctons__testing Elections

in NA-265 comes at a time when
the political dynamics in Dera
Ismail Khan are undergoing sig-
nificant changes, with the Paki-
stan Tehreck-c-Insaf (PTI) gain-
ing momentum.

Balochistan, with its vast and
diverse population, is home to
leaders with distinct political af-
filiations. Mehmood Khzm
Achakzai of P

Akhtar Jan Mengal of Balochistan
National Party (BNP),

Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch of
National Party (NP), former Chief

ling these issues but also demon-
strate a commitment to fostering
unity and collaboration to bring
about positive change.

Ministers, Nawab Muhammad The Elected Lead-
Aslam Raisani, Jam Kamal Khan, e
Nawab Sanaullah Zehri, Sardar ~ €r'S Must Prioritize
Saleh Bhootani, Khushal Khan  Tpclusive Policies
Kakar of P National

Awami Party (PNAP), and
Maulana Muhammad Khan
Sherani of Jamiatul Ulema e Islam
Pakistan are among the prominent
figures contesting in this crucial
election.

The province, however,
grapples with persistent chal-
lenges, ranging from backward-
ness and a sense of deprivation
to issues related to education,
health, and the impending threat
ofuhmate change

id st not

Awami Party (PKMAP), Sardar

mus
only artculatetheir plans for tack-

Backwardness and a sense of
deprivation have long plagued
Balochistan, hindering its
progress and development.
The elected leaders must priori-
tize inclusive policies that bridge
the gaps between urban and rural
areas, ensuring equitable distribu-
tion of resources and opportuni-
ties.

Education and health are fun-
damental pillars of societal devel-
opment.

The candidates should
present comprehensive plans for

improving the education system,
ensuring access to quality
healthcare, and addressing the
specific needs of Balochistan’s
diverse population.

Looming Threat Of
Climate Change Poses A
Significant Threat To
The Province

Furthermore, the looming
threat of climate change poses a
significant challenge to the prov-
ince.

Leaders must advocate for
sustainable policies that protect
the environment, support local
communities, and mitigate the ad-

future of Balochistan and contrib-
ute to the progress of Pakistan as
awhole.

It is incumbent upon them
to carefully evaluate the candi-
dates’ platforms, assess their com-
mitment to addressing the press-
ing issues, and choose leaders
who can navigate the complexi-
ties of governance with vision and
integrity.

The forthcoming elections
provide an opportunity for
Balochistan to rise above politi-
cal divides and work towards a
future that prioritizes the welfare
of its people.

By making a wise decision at
the ballot box, voters can contrib-
ute to bulldmg a stronger, more

that

verse effects of cli

stands resili nt in the face of chal-

In this critical moment, vot-
ers hold the power to shape the

lenges, united in its pursuit of
progress and development.

Balochistan Faces Weather-Induced Crisis: CM Initiates
Urgent Rescue Operations

QUETTA: Caretaker Chief’
Minister of Balochistan, Mir Ali
Mardan Khan Domki, has acti-
vated the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority’s moni-
toringroom, launching a compre-
hensive rescue operation in re-
sponse to the ongoing rain and
snowfall emergencies across the
region.

Emergency Directives: The
Chief Minister directed Divisional
Commissioners to gear up for
emergency measures, emphasiz-
ing swift action.

Immediate directives were
issued to the Quetta Municipal
Corporation administratorto drain
rainwater promptly, while the
PDMA was tasked with leading
rescue operations and restoring
communication and municipal ser-
vices in affected areas.

Gwadar Dam Burst: The
heavy rain in Gwadarled to a criti-
cal situation as the under-con-
struction Bisol Dam burst under
pressure. The flood line, triggered

by the released water, is currently

crossing the Makran Coastal
Highway.

Traﬂic Halted at Ormara: As
aprecautionary measure, traffic on
the Makran Coastal Highway has
been halted at Ormara due to the
imminent danger posed by flood-
waters. Coastal Highway Police

arc advising passengers o avoid
the affected route.

Severe Weather Impacts:
Turbat and Sami are grappling
with severe flooding in their riv-

ers, while Khan Mehtarzai, Ziarat,

and Kozhak Top in Chaman arc

experiencing heavy snowfall
PDMA’s Rapid Response: To

address the challenges posed by
the snowfall, the PDMA has de-
ployed staff and heavy machin-
ery since last night. PDMA per-
sonnel are tirelessly working to
keep roads open for all traffic
types, ensuring safe passage
through snow-cleared highways.

Director General’s Instruc-
tions: PDMA’s Director General,
Jehanzaib Khan, issued critical
instructions for the deployment
of resources and staff to address
the unfolding crisis. The control
room is operating 24/7, maintain-
ing constant communication with
district administrations.

Ongoing Monitoring and
Safety Measures: As authorities
actively engage in managing the
impact of severe weather condi-
tions, residents are advised to
stay updaled on the latest devel-
opments and adhere to safety in-
structions issued by local authori-
ties.

This story will be updated as
the situation develops.

Over 80% of Polling Stations in Balochistan
Deemed Sensitive, Rallies Barred

Mir Salam Jogeza

terior Minister Zubair Jamali has
revealed that over 80% of polling
stations in the province have been
classified as

“sensitive” for the upcom-
ing elections, with 34% desig-
nated as “hngmly sensitive.

* This raises concerns about
potential security challenges dur-
ing the polls.

In an interview with a private
TV Channel, Jamali stated that
only 19% of pollmg stations have
been categorized as “nor

This classification is based
on factors like past incidents of
violence, presence of militant
groups, and potential for disrup-
tion.

‘The high number of sensitive
polling stations s the

rallies and corner meetings.
Key points:

80% of polling stations in
Balochistan deemed * sensmve
34% “highly sensitive.”

Onl y 19% categorized as
“normal.”

Ban on political rallies and
corner meetings implemented.

Move likely due to security
concerns in the province.

Possible i ts:

P

security concerns in
which has grappled with separat-
ist insurgencies and sectarian vio-
lence for decades.

To address these concerns,
the provincial government has
also imposed a ban on political

Increased security deploy-
ment at polling stations.

Restrictions on voter move-
‘ment and campaignin;

Potential for lower voter tum-
out in sensitive areas.
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GWADAR: In a
devastating turn of
events, heavy rains have
wreaked havoc in
Ormara, leading to the
suspension of traffic flow
on the vital Makran
Coastal Highway. The
Bisul River, in Ormara,
overflowed due to severe
flooding, causing a dis-
ruption in traffic at the
critical Bisul Bridge.

The Bisul Bridge, a
key thoroughfare, has
been submergedas flood-
waters from the Bisul
River cross the relay
road, leaving commuters
stranded on both sides.
The severe flooding has
resulted in long queues
of vehicles on the Bisul
Bridge, with travelers
facing significant chal-
lenges.

Commuters
Expecting Se-
vere Disruptions

Commuters on the
Makran Coastal High-
way are experiencing se-
vere disruptions, with
traffic flow halted due to
the flooding caused by
the overflowing Bisul
River.

The situation has
further escalated as
floodwaters continue to
cross the Makran
Coastal Highway, making

Heavy Rains Paralyze Makran Coastal Highw
Bisul River Floods Cause Traffic Chaos

Behram Baloch:

it impassable.

Adding to the chaos, heavy
rains in Makula have led to a sub-
stantial release of water from the
spillway of the dam. The flood re-
lays from Makula Dam are now
crossing the Makran Coastal
Highway, exacerbating the traffic
woes for commuters.

Flooded Rails Caus-
ing Additional Com-
plications

Makola on the Coastal
Highway is also severely af-
fected, with flooded rails caus-
ingadditional complications for
travelers.

The combined impact of

heavy rains, river overflow, and
dam releases has created a
dire situation along the Makran
Coastal Highway,

leaving commuters
stranded and traffic paralyzed.

Authorities are urging resi-

dents and travelers to exercise
caution, and emergency re-
sponse teams are being de-
Elcyed to assist those affected

y the unprecedented weather
conditions.

Thesituation remains fluid,
with ongoing efforts to mitigate
the impact

of the floods on the re-
gion. Stay tuned for further
updates on this developingsitu-
ation.
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Muhammad Asghar Harifal:
inces, Balochistan faces

0 . ~ donor partners, and ac-
Quetta Safe City Project: | Recen. suchisun st T cotisbora. Smir issues but wit
feld its 2nd Task Force ~tive approach is crucial, ~heightened severity. The
Watchful Dawn Breaks Over |mecng on population considering the limited ~province’s population

owth, a critical issue attention and funding growth rate is alarming,

City Scarred by Tragedy Hentifiod by the Su.  typicallyallocated t0 so- _estimated to reach 24 -

preme Courtof Pakistan, ~ cial well-being agencies  lion by 2050 ifthe current
Edito)

This intervention in 2018 in the public sector. trend persists. Institu-
For t00 long, Quetta has borne the scars of tragedy ctched deep in its heart. [ 1¢d to the formation of - - Lessons = from "‘.’g“' b coupled
From the reverberations of the Civil Hospital blast that snatched innocent | Task Forces at national China and Regional - withresource limitations,
lives lawyers to the chilling silence left by the Police Training College massa- [ and provincial levels, D“P“"}“ﬁ Eﬁﬁmml{l]:s Posefq sngrflﬂcam hurdle
cre,theccity has known the harsh sting of terror. But amidst the echoes of pain, [ focusing on key arcas - suecessful models like o effective population
a beacon of hope ignites — the Quetta Safe City Project. such as legislation, fi- China’sone-child policy, -management. §
This ambitious initiative, finally nearing completion, stands as a testa- | hancialresources, advo- it becomes evident that Institutional Effec-
mentto the city”s resil 4 the o uwaver o | cacy, family planning population controlis in- tiveness and Political
its safety. Over 1,400 watchful eyes, embodied in cutting-edge cameras, will | services, contraceptive ‘Cn\w‘}fd \Y]“‘_‘ cconomie P{ ocesses: The Fl“a_l(‘l‘y
s00n peer across 255 key locations, woven into a protective tapestry that will  security, and the support  growth. China’s shift —of political processes di-
blanket the city. No Iungerwlllshddowspl.iylmstluhlddcll menace, for Quetta’s | of ulema. . rom tl emOShl PEPLLO“S rgcl{ 1fnfqpaqs |nsul;u-
streets will be bathed in the unforgiving light of vigilant technology. Effectiveness of country to the ‘ghes" :‘0."31 effectiveness. Po-
“This symphony of safety transcends mere hardware. 10s a collaborative | Task Forces: The Task  growing cconomy high- - icalappointments com-
by th d by the expertise of | Forces, comprising vari- |g‘_tn e Llunchdq(»m Erummngﬁpcu&i |ng(l)n
the National Information Technology Board, and played by the dedicated in- | 0us stakeholders, have Un ‘}““""“e. Y’b,‘ Pt Al el
struments of law enforcement agencies. Together, they harmonize into a pow- | Proven to be effective “515 “{f‘f n "l‘ i‘?"' :insmuuonls, creating a
erful chorus of protection, its melody drowning out the discordant notes of | tools in addressing ur-  trol models are lacking - detrimental environment
fear. gentand complex issues. on a national scale, es-  for addressing popula-
But this fortress of safety is not an imported marvel, its a local master- | These bodies, meeting - pecially in Balochistan, - tion-related challenges.
piece, crafted by the ingenuity of Quetta’s own sons and daughters. From the | €very three months, thrchth P?P“li“;g/" The C"”L‘S;\"" RLH
command center, a nerve center pulsating with digital intelligence, to the intri- | bring together depart- g_“’W‘ hf-ﬂfh!» 3.3 o p?,‘"‘;mg‘s ordpo tical
cate network of cameras, the project hums with the heartbeat of self-reliance. [ ments like Population ‘@“‘ an the nationa gf“‘;‘l urther un F[mj"'cs
This is not just technology: it's a declaration of a city refusing to be defined by | Welfare, Planning and ~averageof2.55%. ' public service effective-
its past, choosing instead to forge a future bright with safety and hope. Development, Health, | Baloehistan's mess, = o onal
As the project prepares to unveilits might, Quetta residents whisper dreams | Education, Social Wel- g““'“e J ‘he“g“~ Narratives Pors
of nights untroubled by anxiety, of carefree laughter echoing through bustling | fare, Women Welfare, Comparedtootherprov- Narrative: Population

growth and its conse-
quences remain inad-
equately addressed in
the national narrative,
despite being a critical
challenge. Balochistan,
with its low literacy,
women exclusion, wide-
spread poverty, scat-
tered population, and
traditional values, needs

increased investment in
advocacy and public
outreach. The rise of so-

cialmedia offers a poten-
tial platform for dissemi-
nating information and
engaging with the pub-
lic, but significant pub-
lic sector investment is
lacking.

Resource Alloca-
tion and National Fi-
nance Commission:
Balochistan’s disco
tent with the National Fi-
nance Commission’s re-
source distribution, par-
ticularly concerning
population weightage, is
a point of contention.
The province advocates
for a formula consider-

Balochistan’s Population Growth Challenges: A Call for
Comprehensive Strategies

ing factors beyond
population due to its
high poverty rates, vast
arca, low literacy, and
health indicators. The
divisible pool distribu-
tion gains significance as
it constitutes nearly 90%
of Balochistan’s rev-
enue, emphasizing the
need for a comprehen-
sive approach to rev-
enue generation.

onclusion:
Balochistan’s popula-
tion growth challenges
demand immediate and
comprehensive strate-
gies. The Task Forces
provide a platform for
collaboration, but re-
source allocation, insti-
tutional effectiveness,
and a national narrative
are essential compo-
nents in tackling this
critical issue for the
province’s prosperity
and well-being.

The author is the
Secretary Family Plan-
ning Government of
Balochistan

markets, and of evenings where children play unafraid beneath the watchful

cnings \ cath th h 0 9 D) . ﬂ
gt nokgy s sk T et S iy et oottt it Taliban’s declining influence

and law enforcers, paving the way for a dawn of peace and prosperity. .
However, the marathon towards a truly safe haven requires unwavering | BY Muhammad Amir Rana:
commitment. The government must be the unwavering torchbearer, ensuring [~
the project s ifeblood of resources flows unintermupted. Law enforcementagen- | . gauging the extent to recognisedand endur-
cies must be the agile runners, adapting their strategies to dance in perfect | ZE POSITIVE devel-  which the TTP’s ac- ing despite the com-
step with technology’s swift rhythm. . . . opment for Pakistan’s tions have damaged plexities in their rela-
The Quetta Safe City Project is more than just circuits and wires: it’s a | ypcoming general the Taliban’s image tionship. In the 2018
poem of possibility etched in the city’s soul. As the cameras begin their vigil, elections on Thursday and their influence in general elections, the
let us remember that he true poem is penned not by technology, but by the | {5 (%C Vi T Pakistan While TULF Tehroek-11 abbaik

collective will to write a new chapter for Quetta. Together, let us turn the final !
page on fear and open the first chapter of asafe, vibrant future for this cit, | $10¢ OF the Afghan “may gamer otes from Pakistan (TLP) was
rising from the ashes of tragedy to become a fortress of safety under a hopeful | Taliban as a source of its strongholds in utilised (in Punjab), in

sky. 1mp1rauon for voters. Balochistanand KP,a a manner similar to the
This editorial acknowledges the mgxc past of Quetta while celebrating | This starkly contrasts significant decline in  MMA in 2002. With
the present progress and the collective to ensure [ with the 2002 elec- overall support forthe = over two million votes

the project’s success. It uses evocative 1dngud)>c and imagery to paint a hope- | tions, where a pro- religious parties would = secured in the previous
ful picture of the future and expresses appreciation for the government’s pro- | Taliban religious alli- suggestanegative per- election, the new
active initiative. ance secured record ception of the Taliban leader faces the chal-
0 votes, particularly in due to the actions of lenge of maintaining
Securlng bOrders Balochistan and KP. the TTP. A low turn- the party’s voter base.

Back then, the outin these areas tra- Elections have

By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry: Taliban’s recent over- ditionally associated long been held in a
- throw by the US-led with the Taliban and controlled environ-
P e rorism while accusing  intelligence-based opera- | coalition stirred sym- TTP influence would ment, with the estab-
Z_AKISTAN’S national - paistan of cross-border ~ tion Raddul Fasaad. The | pathy votes. Con- signal public disap- lishmentofien ensuring
security has lately been terrorism. Both countries  TTP’s resurgence re- [ versely, with the proval of their activi- its desired outcome.
under threat on its east- would do well to elimi- sulted from the Afghan | Taliban now rulingAf-  ties. However, the 2024
ern as well as western nate transnational terror-  Taliban rulers” release of | ghanistan, concerns While the JULF elections occur in a
borders. On the eastern ism through cooperation  TTP prisoners in the | arose about a similar might benefit fromes- more tightly controlled
frontier, India’s attitude ~rather than confronta- name of facilitating talks pro- Tahban wave in tablished support in context due to the
towards Pakistan has tion. with Pakistan. A tentative the 2024 some constituencies, it - country’s political tur-

unfortunately hita new  Pakistan's western ceasefire was agreed to, ctions. - someco ;
low. The Modi regime is  frontiers are also in the leading to senior TTP | However, initia indr i cructa to recognise - moil and economic

constantly innovating grip of cross-border ter-  leaders being freed from | Cations suggest the its potential role as a sis. In this scenario,
prickly ways to assertits rorism. Lastmonth, Iran ~prisons in Pakistan and | Taliban’s appeal has tool by the Pakistani voters in Punjab, KP,
growing hubris in the attacked a target inside the resettlement of hun- | diminishedin Pakistan, establishment  to and urban Sindh may
neighbourhood and be- Pakistan, ostensibly to dreds of TTP fighters in | although a deeper counterthe PTIinKP. prioritise issues such
yond. Its latest practice climinate an alleged  the country. | analysisisstillneeded. It is worth noting that asinflation, price hikes,
is to deploy a hideout of Jaish al-Adl Instead of appreciat- | The upcoming the2002 general elec- and unemployment
foreign lands to kill so- an anti-Iran Sunni mili- ~ing the gesture, the TTP | ¢jections in Pakistan tion saw the religious —over traditional ideo-
called “_lr_‘l“ I“d‘s cle- ‘S‘"‘t‘ giao‘l‘ph“c‘“"ep‘“ used the O%P"““““Y ‘l" are a crucial test of parties”  alliance logical or ethnic con-
ments. The evidence Sistan-Baluchestan. Pa-  regroup and resume its L ot N : FTIrA- S, M

shows that Indian intel. Kistan responded with a _atiacks against targets in P“Z‘.“ sentiment re- M“"lah!dadM"‘Jl’(S}“' ﬁ‘d”‘“‘ﬁ“b- G‘““’;‘
ligence operatives man-  strike against Baloch ter-  Pakistan, particularly the | 23rding the Taliban’s - Amal win due to Gen - sympathy towards
aged to have not only rorist clements in the security forces. Despite | influence. Theelection Pervez Musharraf’s - Imran Khan and PTI

Mohammad Riaz and border townof Saravan. this setback, Islamabad | results, patticularly in  strategy ~of mayalso influence their
Shahid Latif assassi- Both governments has, prudently, main- | the Pakhtun-domi- marginalising major choices. .
nated on Pakistani soil, swiftly resolved the mat- tained its contacts with | nated areas, will pro- parties like the PPP A few political

but many more Pakistani ter through diplomacy. Kabulat multiplelevels to | vide valuable insights and PML-N. While pundits forecast that
citizens too, for which But soon after, nine Pa-  stress that Afghanistan’s | into the evolving dy- the MMA touted their ~the TLP would be used
vestigations are under-  kistanis were murdered — strategic interests would | namics of power and victoryas a success of again for electoral en-
way. This s in line with ~in Saravan. The Iranian ~be better served if Kabul | {deology in Pakistan.  religious unity, they gineering. However, it
;hgi Indian operatives l‘prglgq‘_mlnlslcr has rcslrlctcdlhcsp.ac?glvcn Despite the Af- failed to replicate itin would be risky for the
id in Canadaand the US  since visited Pakistan to  to the TTP forcross-bor- | o ZeAbb s, he - b P elocts PMLN and
when they targeted calm tensions. Ulti- der terrorism, and reori- | 813N laliban's dimin- - subsequent e.ections. N and pro-es-
Sikhs calling foran inde- mately, the root cause, ~ented its policies o focus | 1Shed influence, their The JUL-F’s and  tablishment parties, as
pendent state of whichis thealleged pres- on peace and develop- | support for the Jamaat-i-Islami’s at- theyhave failed to dent
Khalistan. ence ofterroristclements  ment. Ever since the | Tehreek-i-Taliban Pa- tempts to position the PTI vote bank.
Using assassins to  on both sides ofthe bor- launch of CPEC in 2015, | kistan (TTP) remains themselves as anti-es- The TLP can prove
kill on forcign soil is a der, wouldneedtobead- Pakistan’s detractors | unabated. ~ JUI-F tablishmentalso fz counterproductive for
variant of the earlier dressed to avert the re-  have tried to carry out [ JeaderMaulana Fazlur to win the public’s them as it holds more
policy of sending in In- ~currence of such inci- acts of terrorism against [ Rehman’s recent visit trust. This ultimately lethal — narratives
dian operatives, such as  dents. Ever since the Chinese nationals work- f ¢ Afghanistan to se- led Maulana Fazlur against the PML-N
Kulbhushan Jadhav, ~Talibancame topowerin ing on CPEC projects | oy anunannounced Rehman to realign  andits allies.

Kabulin 2021, the TP here. At the request of | o (oo quring the himself with the es-  Religiously moti-

s =

has been reinvigorated. China, Pakistan’s stead- c e
to destabilise the coun- The group had been fast friend, the govern- | €lections has, appar-  tablishment. vated groups openly
try. However, the cause  beaten in operations in ment constituted a strong | €ntly, yet to yield re-  The alliance be-  oppose electoral pro-

of regional peace willnot - Swat, South Waziristan force to safeguard CPEC | sults. Therefore, an- tween the religious cesses and democratic
be served if India contin- and North Waziristan s projects and Chinese na- | other critical aspectof parties and the estab- principles. Recent
ues to commit state ter-  well as the countrywide ~ tionals. the elections will be lishment is widely statements condemn-

ing elections and
threats to political
leaders highlight this
challenge. Religious
political parties face
pressure to denounce
groups like the TTP
and IS-K and counter
their narratives online
and in communities.
However, concerns
about safety often lead
to silence, which can
embolden these
groups. While their di-
rect impact on voter
participation remains
unclear, these militants
continue influencing
public perceptions and
potentially expanding
their reach. A recent
report by a UN moni-
toring team suggests
the TTP established a
new base in KP in
mid-2023, where indi-
viduals trained as sui-
cide bombers were
reportedly located.
Among the reli-
gious political parties,
the JUI-F could poten-
tially benefit signifi-
cantly. Besides their

namics, their ties with
the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan and di-
rect contacts with the
TTP make them valu-
able for the establish-
ment. Recent reports
suggest Maulana
Fazlur Rehman
brokered a temporary
ceasefire with the
TTP during his visit to
Afghanistan, facili-
tated by the Haqqani
Network. This
ceasefire coincided
with a decrease in
claimed terrorist at-
tacks in Pakistan.
However, some fac-
tions within the TTP
remain dissatisfied and
continue to launch at-
tacks.

If these reports
are accurate and the
JUL-F secures enough

seats in the elections,
the party could be-
come crucial in back-
channel negotiations
with the Taliban.
Nonetheless, this in-
volvement would likely
come at a price, with
Maulana  Fazlur
Rehman secking a sig-
nificant share in the
future set-up and pro-
TTP and Taliban ele-
ments gaining strength
in the bordering re-
gions with Afghani-
stan.

The Taliban, the
‘maulana and his party
share similar views on
the TTP, favouring rec-
onciliation with the
militants. However,
any attempt at recon-
ciliation could have
severe consequences
forinternal security, as
evidenced during the
PTl-led government’s
attempt at peace with
the militants. It al-
lowed themto settle in
KP, but according to a
UN report, the return-
ing TTP terrorists re-
grouped, instead of lay-
ing down arms, thus
posing a greater thre
to Pakistan’s security.

While the Taliban
may influence some
voters, their regime is
also seen by many in
Pakistan as a desirable
model Islamic state.

This narrative h:
serious implications
for institutional stabil-
ity and the state and
society of the country,
as Dr Akmal Hussain
briefly discusses in his
recent book, Pakistan,
Institutional Instability
and Underdevelop-
ment. Ideological nar-
ratives that contradict
state policies and so-
cial norms can distract
state institutions, espe-
cially when they are
used as cheap political
tools.

Fight to forgive

By Muna Khan:

€OULD foraive Sion foramnesty. Amy's - his relationship with the Most religious teach- favoured groups who lot of that in Pakistan
= you forgive parents, who attended Bichlsallowed himtobe- ings echo similar senti- run afoul of the power- right now and it is prov-
yourdaughter’s murder-  the hearing, did not ob-  come the person heis to- ments. ful; their*crime’ isadam-  ing a stumbling block to
ers, and then hire two of ject to their release in  day and also allowed him No one advocates nation untilit is not,and our progress. The anger
them tocome workfor the 1998, Later, they met two  to forgive himself. holding on to anger un-  thenallis forgotten. This  is both online and on the
organisation set up in of the murderers and They haveallshown less they find gain in it, scriptis oldand tiresome streets.
her name? then hired them to work ~ what reconciliation looks and that thinking is not  but there are too many I watched a lot of
This is what Linda in the foundation they like, and how it can ex- beneficial for societi players who happily ac- folks share videos of
and Peter Bichl did in  created in Amy’s name  tend to, and then allow,a believe we, as a nation, quiesce in going along journalists unable to

South Africa following herdream of to move for- need to let as they gain power. contain their excitement
the stoning and stab-  imagining aworld where  ward. 20 of anger, resentment Forgiveness will at the disqualification of
bing of their daughter reconciliation was pos- But getting there is and hurt caused by a not work without ac- Nawaz Sharifin 2017.

Amy by amob in Cape ~ sible. a difficult process. In or- myriad of leadership fail- countability. But who The video of a re-
Town in 1993. Amy, then In September last der to learn how to let go  ings and mistrust. has the power to for- porter showing viewers
26 and a Fulbright year, the Amy Bichl of hurt feelings, I have The challenge is to  give? What is deemed  the inside of the former
scholar, was helping Foundation marked 30 been practising alterna- forgive the very people forgivable? prime minister’s fridge
educate previously dis- years since her murder tive forms oftherapy and or institutions that Lucy Allais, a phi- resurfaced as did the

enfranchised voters at one of the schools reading ancient texts. We caused the mistrust in losopher at Johns video of a journalist in a
ahead of the historic they’ve built in Cape have much to learn from ~ the first place. Itis com-  Hopkins University who  tub. ‘Do they feel shame
1994 elections that would  Town our elders. plicated, especially studies forgiveness and now that Imran Khan has
see Nelson Mandela be- Linda was there The Buddhists, for when no one is asking punishment, told Vox in been convicted,”

come president. Four along with two of her ~example, say forgiveness ~for forgiveness or, they 2022 that “forgiveness is ~ screamed halfof Twitter?
menwere found guilty of - daughter’s murderers, ends suffering. It is ulti- are forced to say sorry -most fundamentally a re- 1 don’t know what
Amy’s murder but they who continue to work mately for yourself, for to avoid punishment Imefmm blameand an-  answer — or apology, if
applied to the Truth and  with the foundation; one  your peace of mind, tolet  and then banished. This ~ger”. it came — could have

Reconciliation Commis-  of them told the media go of the pain you carry. happens with one-time  There s certainly a pacified the outraged

mob.

Does social media
cause this anger or does
it reveal it, as Allais her-
self asks. We’ve seen
how quickly a mob
comes together to ‘can-
cel’ people in social me-
dia trials. There is no
room for atonement in
the virtual world while in
the real world, the judi-
cial system seems io be
failing people.

In this atmosphere,
can one even talk of for-
giveness and reconcili-
ation?

We are days away
from elections whose re-
sults will be rejected by
X percentage of the
population. This is the
self-perpetuating cycle
that does notallow room
forreconciliation. Those

to blame can also offera
way out.

These stakeholders
must reckon with their
past and accept that the
only way forward is to
come together as leaders
invested in_Pakistan’s
progress, with different
ideas on how to get
there. They can teach us
how to disagree without
being disagreeable.

People tend to as-
sume the best of them-
selves and the worst of
their opponents. “We
need to see people as
potentially better than
the worst things they’ve
done,” says Allais.

It is a tall ask but
one worth attempting.
We will eventually get it
right. This hope is worth
fighting for.
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Punjab Cabinet gives approval for upgradation of
Bab-e-Azadi Wahga Border

LAHORE (INP): The rade at Bab-e-Azadi. national flag. ment in the meeting. In
Punjab Cabinet has With the expan- The cabinet also the meeting, the deci-
approved the release sion of the parade gaveapproval offunds sions of the 14th meet-

for the construction
and expansion of
Lahore Metrobus ser-
vice corridor. More-
over, Punjab Cabinet
gave approval of nomi-
nation of new board
members of Bank of
Punjab with approval
of Government of
Punjabpolicy forallot-
ment of government
residences 2023 and
approval of extension
of Speedo bus service
contract from
Bahawalpur to
Lodhran. The cabinet
also gave approval of

of funds for the ex-
pansion and redesign
project of Bab-e-
Azadi and Parade
Ground of Wahga
Boarder. Addressing
the 39th meeting of
Punjab Cabinet on
Sunday, Punjab Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
said that Bab-e-Azadi
will be upgraded to the
style of Lahore Fort.
Mohsin Naqvi
said that the entrance
gate will be designed
on the pattemn of the
Alamgiri Gate of the
Shahi Fort. The Chief

ground, better facilities
will be provided and
the parking area will be
made more spacious,
said Mohsin Nagvi.

During Cabinet
meeting, the CM was
briefed that after the
upgradation, the seat-
ing capacity of the pa-
rade ground will in-
crease to around
18,000 people.

The height of Bab-
e-Azadi project will be
around 120 feet.

The cabinet also
gave approval of con-
tract with Bank Al

ing of the Cabinet
Standing Committee on
Legal Affairs and
Privatization and the
8th, 12th, 13th, 14th,
15thand 16th meetings
of the Cabinet Stand-
ing Committee on Law
and Order were ap-
proved. Provincial
Ministers, Advisors,
Chief Secretary, Ad-
vocate General
Punjab, Inspector
General Police, Senior
Member Board of
Revenue, Chairman
Planning and Develop-
ment Board and sec-

Minister dfor Falah for deli supply of wheat and retaries of concerned
installation of large of Liberty Chowkand flourby Food Depart- departments attended
LCDs to show the pa- South Asia's largest ment to Jails Depart- the meeting.

At least eight dead in Ukrainian shelling of
occupied city: Moscow's forces

MOSCOW (INP): A Lugansk,  Leonid
Ukrainian attack on the Pasechnik, said Kyiv had
castern occupied city of targeted a bakery that
Lysychansk killed at least was known to have fresh
cight people and bread on weekends.

wounded 10 others, RIA Novosti pub-
Moscow-installed au- lished a video of a
thorities said Saturday, heavily damaged build-
adding that there were ing, with emergency
likely more dead in the workers pulling out an
rubble undemeath a bak- entirely crushed car.

ery that was struck. The one-storey

Lysychansk, in the building had a large sign
Lugansk region, fell to on it that read "Restau-
Russian forces after a rant Adriatic" and ap-
brutal battle six months peared entirely de-
into Moscow's offensive stroyed and covered in
in2022 rubble.

Russia's forces said Moscow-installed
that Ukraine had struck authorities said one
a building housing a wounded man ina "seri-
popular bakery and that ous condition” was

it believed more victims
were buried in the rubble.

"According to cur-
rent data as a result of
the shelling of a bakery
in Lysychansk eight
peopie died and 10 were
wounded with varying
degrees of severity,” the
Russian-installed health
minister of the Lugansk
region, Natalia
Pashchenko, said on
Telegram.

"Rescuers have
also found, preliminarily,
around 10 people under
the rubble. There are
dead among them, too,"
she added.

The Moscow-in-
stalled governor of

taken to hospital in the
city of Lugansk, where
three other wounded
people would also be
taken.

Pasechniksaid local
police and emergency
services were at the
scene and trying to "res-
cue victims with special
equipment”.

Lysychansk had a
population of around
111,000 people before
Russia's offensive.

Russia took control
of it and its twin city of
Severodonetsk in sum-
mer 2022 after some of
the most brutal battles of
its almost two-year of-
fensive.

Security hlgh alertin Quetta and other parts of Balochistan

Power tariff hike to put burden of Rs 40 b
on trade, industry: Anjum Nisar

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Formerpresident FPCCI
and Chairman Business-
‘men Panel (BMP), Mian
Anjum Nisar criticizing
the decision of govern-
ment to make another
raise in electricity tariff
has urged the NEPRA to
reverse the decision of
hike in power charges, as
it has increased tariff of
power Distribution Com-
panies by Rs4.36 per unit
as part of the December
fuel adjustment to re-
cover Rs76 billion from
trade and industry.

In a statement is-
sued here on Sunday, he
said that this change in

inflation at elevated lev-
els.

In theirseparate tar-
iff petitions, the Discos
have sought to rise
about Rs81.5bn from
their consumers in three
coming months under
the quarterly tariff ad-
justment for the Octo-
ber-December 2023 pe-
riod

This was also on
top of about a Rs6.5 per
unitmonthly fuel cost in-
crease for the billing
‘month of February that
currently awaits a deci-
sion by the National
Electric Power Regula-
tory Authority (Nepra).

about Rs3.28 per unit
QTA for the fourth quar-
ter of the last fiscal year
that would remain appli-
cable for six months —
from October 2023 to
March 2024— tomop up
more than Rs200bn from
POWET CONSUMErs across
the country, including
those of K-Electric.
Another QTA for
July-September 2023
wWas also being charged
to consumers at the rate
of Rs1.15 per unit for the
billing period of January
to March 2024 to raise
another Rs22.3bn.
Under the petitions,
the Disco from Lahore

and maintenance
charges and Rs2.34bn
worth of impact of incre-
mental sales, thus work-
ing out a cumulative net
additional demand of
Rs81.5bn. On approval,
the adjustment would be
recovered on a uniform
basis from all consumers
except for lifeline users.

Mian Anjum Nisar
said the government’s
decision to increase the
electricity tariff was anti-
industry, and the BMP
strongly condemns the
government’s move and
calls on it to rescind it.
Heurged the power min-
istry to identify system

tariff will cause an addi- The regulator has has demanded the high- constraintsand commu-
tionalburden of Rs40 bil-  accepted the respective est claim of Rs15.1bn, nicate targets to all con-
lion on consumers. tariff petitions and has followed by Rs149bnby ~cerned departments in

He said that it was called public hearingson  Multan Electric, orderto launch a wartime

Rain lashes Karachi for second day with
parts of city still submerged

KARACHI(INP): Heavy
downpours lashed
Karachi for the second
day on Sunday as many
parts of the port city are
still submerged in the
rainwater.

The areas that expe-
rienced heavy to moder-
ate rains for the second
day include North
Karachi, Superhighway,
Bufferzone, Nagan
Chowrangi, Saadi Town,
North Naziabad,
Gulshan-e-Igbal, New

of the metropolis are
likely to receive intermit-
tent rain.

The current tem-
perature in the metropo-
lis is 19.9 C, whereas
winds are blowing at the
speed of 8km an hour
from northeast, the PMD
said. Itsaid the winds are
expected to blow at the
speed of 20-25 km an
hour during the day.

‘The humidity is re-
corded at 92 % in the
‘metropolis, the Met Of-

rienced  hours-long
power outages due to
heavy rainfall. Electricity
supply to Gulistan-e-
Johar Block 8 and
Jamshed Road has been
suspended since Satur-
day night.

Heavy rain coupled
with thunder and light-
ning Saturday night
wreaked havoc in parts
of Karachi as rainwater
mixed with sewage over-
flowing from choked
lines entered houses and

Parts of the city’s
‘main artery Sharea Faisal
were cumpletely sub-
merged with water and
scores of cars broke
down that further dis-
rupted the traffic move-
‘ment on Saturday night.

As the rainwater en-
tered the Drigh Road un-
derpass and could not be
drained for a long period,
chaos ensued on Sharea
Faisal.

No emergency re-
sponse by the city ad-

MA Jinnah Road, fice said. hospitals in the port city. ~ministration showed s if
Nazimabad, 1 Several areas of the Areas that received  the rain had taken them
Chundrigar ~ Road, city including major ar- downpours included by surprise and they had
Saddar, Shah Faisal teries are stillclogged as Baldi Town, Orangi no preparations. The

rainwater has not been
drained from there yet.

Scheme 33 and other ar-
eas Sunday morning.

Town, North Karachi,
Surjani Town, Gulshan-

Gizri underpass was also
flooded with rainwater

‘The Met Office said  This includes c-Maymar, Korangi, and was closed for the
nimbus clouds persisted Q ay y umabad Landhi, DHA, Shah trafficmovement District
in central and northern  Chowrangi, Il Faisal Colony, Malir, Central’s  Nagan

areas of the city, which
received rains intermit-
tently.

Chundrigar Road, Burns
Road, Arts Council,
Korangi Industrial Arca

Orangi Town, Bahria
Town, Saddar, North
Nazimabad, Tower,

Chowrangi, Five Star
Chowrangi, Disco Mor
and Surjani Town were
also

that during
last two months, electric-
ity prices have gone up
by Rs8.69 due to fuel
price adji InNo-
vember alone, the elec-
tricity tariff was raised by
Rs4.13.

In just two months,
the power tariff raise has
put an additional burden
of Rs76 billion on con-
sumers.

Mian Anjum Nisar
said that the requests
from these firms have
come amid a prevailing
inflation rate of 30 per-
cent, suggesting that of-
ficial estimates of declin-
ing inflationary trends
‘might be less forthcom-
ing because electricity
and gas rates have a ma-
jor contribution to the
price baskets.

Besides, the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
has kept its policy rate
unchanged at a record
22pe, citing frequent en-
ergy price hikes that keep

Feb 14 to see if the pro-
posed increase in tariff
was justified in line with
the quarterly tariff ad-
justment mechani

The quarterly ad-
Jjustments for Discos
now also apply to K-
Electric consumers as
well under recent govern-
menl and regulator deci-

Rs11.6bn by Peshawar
Electric and Rs11bn by
Quetta Electric.

These were fol-
lowed by a Rs9.45bn
claim filed by Faisalabad
Electric, Rs6.92bn by
Islamabad  Electric,
Rs3.5bn by Hyderabad
Electric, Rs3.5bn by
Tribal Electric, Rs2.9bn
by Sukkur Electric and
Rs2.7bn by Gujranwala
Electric.

The biggest chunk
ofadditional cumulative
burden on account of
capacity charges has
been claimed by Discos
at Rs75bn for the quar-
ter, followed by Rs10.8bn
onaccount of the uncov-
ered impact of transmis-
sion and distribution
losses and Rs6.6bn on
account of the use of ser-
vice charges and market
operator fee.

On the other hand,
Discos have offered
Rs8.7bn worth of nega-
tive variable operation

effort to upgrade the
transmission system. It
is to be noted that the
authority conducted the
hearing in the matter on
November 29, 2023,
wherein the data submit-
ted by the CPPA-G came
under scrutiny.

According to re-
ports, the NEPRA re-
viewed the request by
CPPA-G seeking
monthly FCA and due
diligence was done ac-
cordingly. From perusal
of the information so
provided by CPPA-G, the
actual pool fuel cost for
the month of October
2023, as claimed by
CPPA-G was Rs11.4277/
KWh, against the refer-
ence fuel cost compo-
nent of Rs7.8938/kWh.
The actual fuel charges,
as claimed by CPPA-G,
for the month of October
2023 increased by
Rs3.5339/kWh as com-
pared to the reference
fuel charges.

The Discos have
sought the increase to
finance the additional fi-
nancial impact of capac-
ity charges arising out
of currency devaluation
and the interest rate hike
besides the market op-
erator fee, the impact of
transmission and distri-
bution losses on fuel
cost adjustments, the
cost of incremental con-
sumption and variable
operation and mainte-
nance charges for the
second quarter of the
current fiscal year.

At present, the con-
sumers were paying

Road from Godown flooded
Chowrangi to Chamra
Chowrangi, Shah Faisal
Colony areanear Shama
Centre. Because of this,
people have to take long
routes to reach their des-
tinations.

“The series of rains
may continue intermit-
tently till evening,” the
meteorological depart-
ment said adding that it
was after 40 years that
the city was witnessing
such rainfallin February.

Liaquatabad  and
Nazimabad.

Following the rain,
major arteries in the mega
city were submerged
with rainwater and com-
muters were stuck in their
vehicles as the city ad-

with rainwater.

In a few areas, rain-
water also entered
houses. In District East,
the under-construction
University Road was
completely flooded with

Earlier today, the Whereas, rainwater ministration had not rainwater bringing traffic
Pakistan Meteorological has been drained from taken any measures to to a standstill for hours.
Department (PMD) fore-  Safoora Chowrangi, cope with the rain, de- Many people retum-

cast that the weather in
Karachi would remain
cloudy and various parts

Gurumandir, Hassan
Square and Essa Nagri.
Several areas expe-

spite the PMD’s forecast
for heavy rain a day car-
lier.

ing from offices were
stuck on roads for hours
before they could reach
homes.

A statement issued
by the officer of Karachi
Mayor Murtaza Wahab
said drainage work was
commenced in areas af-
ter rainfall had subsided
there.

The mayor directed
the relevani municipal
officials to ensure that
rainwater was not accu-
‘mulated in any area.

C faced

Handloom sector holds key importance in carpet,
other products manufacturing: CTI

LAHORE(INP): Chair- bally.” vide employment
person of Carpet Train-  Ejaz-ur-Rehman through it, the govern-
ing Institute (CTI), Ejazur ~ gave detailed informa- ment should give special

available in the local and
international markets in
such numbers, however,

Rahman has underscored  tion to the delegation the Carpet Training Insti- status to handloom
the importance of regarding various de- tute and its modern products and also pro-
handl sector in of the insti- can be very vide s patronage for it,”
manufacturing of carpets  tute and said that there helpful in this regard. . he added. He said that
and stressed the need to was an urgent need to The CTI Chairper- the federal and provin-
plan in the context of ~highlight the importance  son apprised the delega-  cial governments should

tion about the advanced
handlooms developed
by the institute and sug-
gested that various
brands should enter into
joint ventures on an ex-
perimental basis and the
sure success will not
only promote the prod-
ucts in the local markets
but they can also be de-
veloped as an export in-
dustry. “In order to pro-
mote handloom and pro-

manufacturing other of handloom sector in
products on handloom.  Pakistan. In the current

Briefinga delegation  situation, we need to
that visited CTI on Sun- plan in a wider perspec-
day, he said, “The mod- tive apart from the pro-
ern hand loom devel- duction of handloom
oped by the CTI can pro- carpets for which differ-
duce a wide range of ent brands will have to
products apart from car- help us to bring this idea
pets and in this regard, to completion, he added.
our rival neighboring He said that
country is successfully Pakistan's hand-made
supplying to local mar- products have immense
kets and exporting glo- fame but they are not

initiate a plan to provide
handlooms at the village
level, which cannot only
prevent urbanization and
rather, providing employ-
‘ment on a large scale will
also give impetus to the
economy and moreover,
this is a project that will
not have any burden on
the government.  Ejaz-
urRehman gave the ex-
ample of a neighboring
rival country and said.

troubles due to accumu-
lated water mixed with
sewage overflowing
from choked lines on
mostof the roads, includ-
ing MA Jinnah Road and
II'Chundrigar Road.

With the first drop of
rainfall, different parts of
the port city, including
North Nazimabad, North
Karachi,  Korangi,
Gulistan-e-Johar and its
suburban areas, plunged
into darkness because of
an electricity supply fail-
ure. Shara-e-Faisal sees
highest rainfall Accord-
ing to statistics issued by
the PMD, the highest
rainfall was recorded at
75 millimeters on Shara-
c-Faisal in the last 24
hours followed by Malir
and Surjani Town at 64
and 63.8 millimeters re-
spectively.

Costal Highway flooded after haway rain on Coastal Highway.

Abu Dhabi seal commanding 29-run victory
over Dubai Capitals

ABU DHABI (INP): an impressive total of David Willey, Sunil Abu Dhabi Knight
The Abu Dhabi Knight  183/10. Narine and Imad Riders 183 for 10in20
Riders emerged trium- In response the Wasim were excep- overs (Andre Russell

tional with the ball
picking up two wick-
ets each.

David Willey de-
livered a comprehen-
sive Player of the
Match performance
with an impactful
knock of 26 runs in 18
balls while denting the
Capitals’ top order
with the crucial wick-

phant with a 29-run  Dubai Capitals fell
victory against the short of their target,
Dubai Capitals in the ending their outing at
20th match of the 154/8
ILT20 season 2 at the Steering  the
ZayedCricket Stadium Dubai Capitals run
on Saturday. chase, David Warner
Powered by bel- and Jason Holder
ligerent knocks by scored 42 runs each,
Michael Pepper who but the lack of support
gave the run rate a big around them and a
boost early in the in- shrewd display by the

41, Michael Kyle Pep-
per 32, David Willey

Dushantha
Chameera 2 for 20,
Akif Raja 2 for 25,
Scott Kuggeleijn 2 for
44)

Dubai Capitals
154 for 8 in 20 overs
(David Warner 42, Ja-
son Holder 42, Scott
Kuggeleijn 22, Sunil

nings and Andre Abu Dhabi Knight ets of Rahmanullah Narine 2 for 22, David
Russel’s display of Riders” bowling unit Gurbaz and SamBill-  Willey 2 for 24, Imad
power-hitting in the saw the Capitals’ run ings. Abu Dhabi Wasim 2 for 26)
death overs, the chase fizzle out. Knight Rider bt Dubai Player of the
Knight Riders posted Abu  Dhabi’s Capitalsby29runs. ~ Match: David Willey
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MQM-P announces to support ANP’s
candidate in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P) on Sunday an-
nounced to support Awami
National Party’s (ANP) can-
didate in Karachi in general
election 2024.

Addressing a joint press
conference, Senior Deputy
Convener of MQM Mustafa
Kamal said that his party will
unconditionally support Shahi
Syed of ANP on PS-88
Karachi in the upcoming polls.

He termed the MQM-P
support of ANP candidate in
Karachi as a historic step in
provincial and central politics.

Reacting to Kamal’s com-
ments, that both parties will

work on solving the problems
of provincial capital as ANP
has the street power to win
clections.

Earlier, Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan (MQM-
P) managed to get the support
of Jamiat Ulemae Islam-Fazl
(JUI-F) on another provincial
assembly constituency from
Karachi.

Both the parties smke seat
adjustment on P!
F’s nominee Babar Qamar has
withdrawn in favour of the
MQM-P candidate. The JUI-
F announced to support Farhan
Ansari of the MQM-P from
PS-99.

Babar Qamar and Farhan

Ansari in their meetingalso dis-
cussed issues of the constitu-
ency.
“on January 10, a meeting
between politicians of Pakistan
Muslim  League-Nawaz
(PML-N), Grand Democratic
Alliance (GDA), MQM-P,
JUI-F and Awami National
Party (ANP) was held to dis-
cuss election alliance against
PP.

Sources told ARY News
that the ing deliberated on
fieldingjoint candidates across
the province and a ‘common
plan of action’. The meeting
vowed to free people of Sindh
from ‘corruption, incompe-
tence and mismanagement”.

Sindh CM directs to facilitate people
during heavy rains

KARACHI (INP): Caretaker
Sindh Chief Minister retired
Justice Magbool Bagar has is-
sued directions to the con-
cerned authorities of the prov-
inceto facilitate people during
heavy rains.

He directed the authorities
of the Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation to ensure draining
of rain water from low lying
areas. He also directed police
to take necessary steps to fa-
cilitate people including traffic
management.

Meanwhile, a control room
has been established at the of-
fice of Commissioner Karachi
after heavy rains in the city.

Heavy rain lashed
Karachi last night causing in-
undation of low lying areas.
Following the rain, major
arteries in the PORT city were
submerged with rainwater and
commuters were stuck in their
vehicles as the city administra-
tion had not taken any measure
to cope with the rain, despite
the Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) had fore-
cast heavy rain a day earlier.
With the first drop of rain-
fall, different parts of the port
city, including North
Nazimabad, Sir Syed Town,
Adam Town, UP Morr, New
Karachi, Yousaf Goth,

Gulshan-e-Igbal, Rashid
Minhas Road, Liaquatabad,
DHA, Gharibabad, Gulshan-e-
Maymar, Ahsan Abad,
Korangi, Landhi, Garden, Sher
Shah, Baldia and other areas,
plunged into darkness due to
an electricity supply failure.

Earlier, the Met Office in
a weather update said that dif-
ferent areas of Karachi likely
to receive light to heavy rain-
fall till this evening. The west-
erly wave hovering over the
northern and central parts of
the city, according to the
weather report. “This weather
system hkdy to subside in the
evening

PIAF Founders Alliance of LCCI reiterates
to continue serving businessmen

LAHORE (INP): The PIAF
Founders Alliance, the ruling
group of the Lahore Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (LCCI), has
reiterated its pledge of continu-
ing to serve thebusiness commu-
nity with full vigor and passion
like in the past, saying the Alli-
ance was a symbol of the unity of
the business community.

The Alliance was fully united
and there were no differences in
the premier business community
group of the provincial capual It
would win the forthcoming elec-
tion with a thumping majority, as
its manifesto stands for services
to LCCImembers, who want their
businesses to grow; opening up
LCCldoors toall.

These views were expressed
in the meeting of the PIAF
Founders Alliance held here on
Sunday with its Chairman Mian
Anjum Nisar in the chair. The
meeting was attended by all the
prominent leaders of the ‘PIAF"
and ‘Founders’, including former
presidents of LCCI Sheikh
Mohammad Asif, Muhammad Ali
Mian, Shahzad Ali Malik, Mian
Abuzar Shad, Shahid Hasan
Sheikh, Tariq Misbahur Rahman,
Abdul Basit and acting chairman
of PIAF Nasrullah Mughal.

The PIAF Founders Alliance
Chairman Mian Anjum Nisar said

that the 22-year long Alliance was
as strong as a rock and no one
can make a rift in this group
whose sole aim is to serve the
businessmen of all sectors with-
out any biases.

The Alllauce like in the pre-
vious years, has been working
day and night to solve the prob-
lems of the business community.
The Alliance has always shown
action and not just talks. The pur-
pose of the PIAF Founders Alli-
ance was not to criticize for the
sake of criticism, but to show its
performance by action. The prob-
lems ofthe industrialists and busi-
nessmen were the problems of the
PIAF Founders Alliance.

Senior Member Steering
Committee PIAF Founders Alli-
ance Sheikh Muhammad Asif said
that there was an ideal unity and
agreement in PIAF Founders Alli-
ance, thanks to which the mem-
bers of Lahore Chamber get pass-
port, identity card, driving license
and other numerous facilities

The senior leader of PIAF
Founders Alliance Muhammad Ali
Mian said that the Alliance has
been achieving clean sweep for
the last 22 years due to its excel-
lent performance and it will be
successful in the upcoming elec-
tions this year too with a huge
margin. The participants of the

meeting expressed full confidence
in the leadership of Alliance Chair-
‘man Mian Anjum Nisarand Chair-
man Steering Committee Mian
Muhammad Ashrafand the future
activities of the Alliance and the
country's economic situation
were also discussed.

They said that almost all ma-
jor markets have announced to
continue support for the PIAF-
Founders Alliance. They said that
they would raise all the business
issties at all relevant forms, help
ensure businessmen access to
cheaper loan for their working
capital needs or expansion plans.

Mian Anjum Nisar said that
they were fully satisfied with the
performance of the Lahore Cham-
ber, being run by the PIAF-
Founders Alliance for a long time.
He promised that Alliance would
raise all the business issues at all
relevant forms, help ensure busi-
nessmen access to cheaper loan
for their working capital needs or
expansion plans.

He said that the Alliance tried
its best to introduce sector spe-
cialists as their candidates for the

Executive Committee with
the sole objective to forward solid
proposals to the government for
cconomic progress and prosper-
ity.

MOFA vows smooth degree attestation in
Lahore's liason office

ISLAMABAD, Feb 04 (INP): Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)
said that it regret the inconve-
nience faced by the public at
MOFa’s Liaison Office in Lahore
inthe initialdays of operation from
its new premises.

In a statement issued, FO
said: “As announced earlier, the
consular services were sus-
pended fora few days as the Liai-
son Office was temporarily closed
on account of relocation fo a new
site. Since the resumption of con-
sular services on 1 February 2024,
our dedicated and efficient staff
has been working extra hours to
service the public.”

“We expect the backlog to
clear over lhe next few days " the

spokesperson said
We appreciate the public’s

the liaison offices in Gujrat and
other cities. You can submit the

ing this time of
transition,” he added. Earlier this
week, the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs also opened its Liaison Of-
fice in Gujrat, which is expected
to relieve pressure on the Lahore
Liaison Office.

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs remained committed to faci
tating the public and providing
efficient and timely consular ser-
vices. After you get your degrees
attested from the Higher Educa-
tion Commission (HEC), you can
approach the MOFA offices in
Islamabad as well as provincial li-
aison offices in Lahore, Karachi,
Quetta, and Peshawar along with

KARACHI: Caretaker Provmual Health Mlmster Balochistan Dr. Amir
ipating in the Sindh Institute of Reproductive
Medicine Fertility 2024 Karachi Conference as a special guest.

by hand at any of the
offices mentioned and get the de-
grees back on the same day.

On the other hand, the appli-
cant can also courier his or her
documents through an approved
courier service provider from a
town, village, or city of Pakistan
and get the documents attested.
The time duration for the return
of documents varies and usually,
it takes two weeks to get back the
documents.

All the educational docu-
ments that you can attest to by
the MOFA firstly must be verified
by HEC. You can visit the MOFA
website for further information.

[JHAL MAGSI: Deputy Commissioner Jhal Magsi, Ejaz Sarwar,is addressing participants in the
for

meeting regarding ar

‘general election.

Pakistan observes Kashmir Solidarity Day tomor-
row, reaffirming support for rights of Kashmiris

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stanis will observe Kashmir
Solidarity Day on Feb 5 (Mon-
day) with a renewed commit-
ment to support the just
struggle of the Kashmiris for
their inalienable right to self-
determination, as enshrined in
the relevant resolutions of the
United Nations Security Coun-
cil (UNSC).

The people and the gov-
emment of Pakistan and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir observe
Solidarity Day every year not
only to renew their love and
affection with the people of

.

the world’s attention towards
the worst form of subjugation
and human rights violations
committed by India in the
10J&K.

The national media, both
electronic and print, will air
special programmes and print
special supplements to high-
light the significance of Kash-
‘mir Solidarity Day and the de-
cades-long  struggle of
Kashmiri people against the il-
legal Indian occupation.

Banners highlighting the
plight of innocent Kashmiris
have been put on display across

Indian Illegally O
Jammu  and Kd;hmlr
(IIOJ&K) but also to reiterate
their commitment and dedica-
tion to the liberation of occu-
pied Kashmir from Indian oc-
cupation.

People from different
walks oflife, including doctors,
lawyers, social activists, stu-
dents and others will hold ral-
lies and demonstrations, form-
ing human chains across the
country to infuse new spirits
into the Kashmiris, who have
long been fighting for their free-

abroad will organise seminars
and photo exhibitions to draw

the count ludingairports,
railway stations, and national
highways.

Observance of this day is
also aimed at highlighting the
long-standing unsettled dispute
of Jammu and Kashmir inter-
nationally and apprising the
people of occupied Kashmir
that they are not alone in this
hourof trial and turmoil.

India has kept a major part
ofthe internationally acknowl-
edged disputed Himalayan
Jammu Kashmir state in its il-
legal and forced occupation
since October 27, 1947, against
the aspirations of lhepeople of
Kashmir. India is using state
terrorism  against  the

Kashmiris, including extrajudi-
cial klllmgs arbitrary deten-
tions, fake encounters, and
stzgcd cordon-and-search op-
erations. Over 900,000 Indian
occupation forces have turned
1IOJK into an open prison, but
the desperation of the RSS-
BJP dispensation to control the
indigenous Kashmiri move-
ment has completely run
aground.

Jammu and Kashmir’s dis-
pute is one of the oldest pend-
ing items on the agenda of the
UN Security Council. The dis-
pute remains unresolved due to
India’s obstinate refusal to
honor its commitments and its
disrespect for fundamental hu-
man rights and international
law. India’s illegal and unilat-
eral actions of August 5,2019,
are also in blatant violation of
international law, including the
UN Charter, the 4th Geneva
Convention, and the relevant
UN Security Council resolu-
tions 3llpu|d(m}= that the final
disposition of the state of
Jammu and Kashmir would be
made in accordance with the
will of the people expressed
through the democratic
method of a free and impartial
plebiscite conducted underthe
auspices of the United Nations.

Inflation pushed to over 38% due to high
fuel prices: President DFPA

ISLAMABAD (INP): President
Disposable Food Packaging As-
sociation (DFPA) Ahsan Shahid
on Sunday wamed that the record
inflation and high cost of doing
business continued to hurt eco-
nomic growth, demandinga care-
ful policy to keep it in control, as
weekly inflation has surged to
new highs for the third consecu-
tive week.

In a statement issued here,
he while quoting the data revealed
a year-on-year increase of 38.66
percent in short-term inflation for
this, marking an alarming trend in
rising prices. He said the ongoing
depreciation of the Pakistani ru-
pee, coupled with soaring petrol
prices, sales tax burdens, and
mounting electricity bills were
identified as the primary contribu-
tors to the persistent inflationary
trend. Ahsan Shahid said that the
most important factor contribut-
ing to inflation was the steep in-
crease in petroleum products.
These price hikes have led to el-
evated transport costs and have
subsequently driven up the cost
of moving goods, affecting con-
sumers across the country.

To meet local demand, Paki-
stan has become increasingly re-
liant on imports of essential veg-
ctables, including tomatoes, on-
ions, and potatoes, primarily
sourced from neighboring Af-

ghanistan, he added.

The SPI basket, comprising
51 essential items, demonstrated
notable fluctuations. Prices of 22
goods soared, 11 experienced
price drops, and 18 remained un-
changed compared to the previ-
ous week.

Key items that witnessed
substantial price increases com-
pared to the same week the previ-
ous year include electricity
charges, gas charges, rice, sugar,
wheat flour, and more. Whereas,
on aweek-on-week basis, the larg-
est price increases were observed
in chicken, garlic, onions, shirt-
ing fabric, and matchboxes.

It was pertinent to mention
here that according to the latest
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) forecast, the average Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) for the
current fiscal year was projected
to be 25.9 percent, slightly down
from the previous year’s 29.6 per-
cent.

The DFPA Presldenl ob-

He said all the major indus-
trial cities of the country were fac-
ing unannounced electricity load
shedding and stressed the need
to rectify technical faults immedi-
ately.

Ahsan Shahid said that the
high cost of production was dam-
aging Pakistan’s trade and indus-
try, discouraging investment both
in capacity and capability, calling
for lessening the burden of heavy
taxes on the power sector. He
urged the government to shut
down all costly oil-fired power
plants in order to ensure consum-
ers had access to cheaper energy.
He lamented that the previous ad-
ministration did not prioritize the
rehabilitation and maintenance of
older power plants, resulting in
multiple system constraints and
significant losses.

The DFPA President argued
that underutilization of efficient
power plants due to RLNG scar-
city could be avoided if the Min-
istry of | t.nergy assesses and man-

served that the ’s in-
ability, ill planning and financial
woes had multiplied the miseries
of businesses which were facing
unscheduled power outages
across the country. At the same
time, they were already paying
heavy electricity bills of up to
Rs50 per unit, including sur-
charges and other taxes, he added.

ages RL inatimely
manner. He urged the Ministry to
take a proactive role in ensuring
the timely supply of RLNG, so as
notto disrupt the operation of the
cfficient power plants. Thus, he
added, the power sector’s ineffi-
ciencies could be mitigated with-
out passing them on to end con-
sumers.

Political rivals poses challenge to Aftab
Sherpao, Aimal Wali in Charsadda

PESHAWAR (INP): As only five
days left in the General Election
2024, the candidates of various
political parties and independents
geared campaign on NA 24
Charsadda-1 where political stal-
warts are posing a serious chal-
lenge to Qumi Watan Party Chair-
man and former interior minister,
Aftab Ahmed Khan Sherpao in
native constituency.

Known as a stronghold of
ANP and Qumi Watan Party,
Aftab Sherpao is again contest-
ing the election from his home
constituency where he is being
challenged by ANP, JUIF, PTland
Pakistan Peoples Party candi-
dates.

Winning the 2002, 2008 and
2013 elections despite defeat in
the last election, Aftab Sherpao
expedited election campaign to

persuade voters besides ap-
proaching large tribes to win their
support.

In the 2013 election, Sherpao
won the constituency with 37,044
votes against Munhamir Khan
who bagged 33,836 votes. How-
ever, Aftab Sherpao had lost to
PTI's

Anwar Taj as the former
stood in third position.The
women of Charsadda, constitut-
ing 45% of registered voters and
are eying on resolutions of their
socioeconomic, education and en-
vironmental challenges besides
seeking jobs.

‘The voters are demanding the
establishment of a medical and
Cadet College, improved health
and education facilities, and eco-
nomic empowerment for women.

Senior vice-chairman of the

*Muttahida” Shopkeepers Federa-
tion, Sadiqullah said that inad-
equate healthcare and education
facilities, insufficient transport
infrastructure, and unfulfilled
promises regarding road coverage
are major challenges of the con-
stituency and any candidate with
the solid program for its resolu-
tions would getan edge over oth-
ers. He said a medical and cadet
college was approved 15 years
ago and it was yet to be estab-
lished in the constituency.

Heurged the prospective rep-
resentatives to address these
problems and alleviate the burden
on the common people. Meena
Taj, an advocate for women’s
rights, emphasized the need for
economic empowerment, educa-
tion, and a change in societal atti-
tudes.




