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Kakar’s Comeback: Senate Nomination
Papers Submitted

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: Former caretaker

Prime Minister, Anwar ul Haq
Kakar, made a significant move on
Saturday by submitting his nomi-
nation papers for the upcoming
Senate seat in Balochistan. His
papers were formally submitted by
Senator Danesh Kumar of the
Balochistan Awami Party (BAP).
This marks Kakar’s reentry into the
political arena after previously
serving as a senator from
Balochistan. Kakar had resigned
from his senatorial position upon
assuming the role of caretaker
Prime Minister.

36 Candidates In
The Run

The submission of Kakar’s
nomination papers adds an in-
triguing dynamic to the political
landscape of Balochistan, which
is gearing up for the upcoming
Senate elections scheduled for
April 2nd.

 A total of 36 candidates, in-
cluding prominent figures such as
Aimal Wali Khan, the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa President of the
Awami National Party (ANP), and

Balochistan.

Aimal Wali’s Politi-
cal Refuge

The decision of Aimal Wali
Khan to seek political refuge in
Balochistan, following in the foot-
steps of Maulana Fazal ur
Rehman, underscores the strate-
gic significance of the province
in the political landscape of Paki-
stan. It reflects a calculated move
by political figures to ensure their
representation in the upper house
of the parliament.

 Aimal Wali is also backed by
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP).
Similarly, Jan Muhammad Buledi
of the National Party is also
backed by the PPP. The two par-
ties including the ANP and NP had
voted for President Asif Ali
Zardari in the recently held presi-
dential elections in the country.

As the Senate elections draw
closer, all eyes will be on
Balochistan, where the political
maneuvers and alliances formed
in the run-up to the polls will
shape the future trajectory of the
province and the country at large.

Maulana Abdul Wasey of the
Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (JUI), have

thrown their hats into the ring for
the 11 Senate seats in

Plight of Women in Balochistan: A Disturbing Surge
in Domestic Violence Cases

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: Balochistan,

Pakistan’s largest province,
grapples with the highest mater-
nal mortality rate (MMR) and child
mortality rate (CMR) compared to
other provinces in the country.
Despite recent efforts to improve
healthcare services, insufficient
access to adequate nutrition and
medical care, exacerbated by gov-
ernance issues and social taboos,
continue to pose significant chal-
lenges.

Current Situation:
According to the Pakistan

Demographic Health Survey of
2017-18, Balochistan witnesses
over 785 maternal deaths per
100,000 live births, reflecting a
stark reality of maternal healthcare
in the region. While there has been
a slight decrease in the MMR to
186 deaths per 100,000 live births
as per the Pakistan Maternal Mor-
tality Survey (PMMS) 2020, criti-
cal issues persist.

Challenges:
In rural Balochistan, preg-

nant women face formidable bar-
riers in accessing medical care due
to governance failures and en-
trenched social and tribal cus-
toms. The dearth of qualified gy-
necologists further exacerbates
the situation, forcing many
women to seek care in over-
crowded private clinics, often lo-
cated far from their homes.

Additionally, inadequate nu-
trition contributes significantly to

maternal and child health chal-
lenges in  the region. Many
women suffer from anemia, hyper-
tension, and other complications
during pregnancy, further increas-
ing the risk of maternal mortality.

Efforts and Recom-
mendations:

Addressing maternal and
child mortality in Balochistan re-

quires a multifaceted approach.
Dr. Zahida Kakar, a prominent gy-
necologist, emphasizes the urgent
need for improved health facilities
in rural areas. She underscores the
importance of tackling anemia and

other nutritional deficiencies
among pregnant women to reduce
maternal mortality rates effec-
tively. Furthermore, Dr. Noor
Baloch, the Chief of Balochistan’s
Nutrition Directorate, advocates

for prioritizing family planning as
a crucial strategy for mitigating
maternal and child mortality. He
stresses the importance of
launching comprehensive aware-
ness campaigns and enhancing
healthcare infrastructure to ad-
dress these pressing issues effec-
tively.

Despite budgetary alloca-
tions exceeding Rs. 70 billion for
the health sector in Balochistan
for the fiscal year 2023-24, gov-
ernment-run hospitals continue to
struggle to provide adequate care.
Habib Tahir Advocate, Chief of the
Human Rights Commission of Pa-
kistan Balochistan Chapter, urges
concerted efforts from political
parties and civil society to hold
the government accountable for
improving healthcare services
across the province.

Conclusion:
The high maternal and child

mortality rates in Balochistan de-
mand urgent attention and con-
certed action from all stakehold-
ers.

 From addressing gover-
nance failures and social taboos
to enhancing healthcare infra-
structure and promoting nutri-
tional interventions, comprehen-
sive strategies are needed to safe-
guard the lives of vulnerable
women and children in the region.
Only through collaborative efforts
can Balochistan overcome these
daunting challenges and ensure
the well-being of its mothers and
infants.

Challenges Faced In Polio Campaign Amidst
Chaman Protest

Manan Mandokhail:

In Chaman, a border town rife with
tension, the fight against polio
has encountered significant ob-
stacles, primarily stemming from
the prolonged sit-in opposing the
introduction of travel documents.
This resistance not only hindered
the polio campaign but also un-
derscored the broader challenges
faced in administering health ini-
tiatives in volatile regions.

A Levies Personnel Tasked
With Guarding Polio Team

Fell Victim To Torture
The leaders of the sit-in

openly opposed the polio cam-
paign, exacerbating the already
fragile situation. Shockingly, a
levy’s man tasked with guarding
the polio team fell victim to tor-
ture by local residents, reflecting
the depth of resentment toward
the campaign.

Amidst continued border
closures and a lack of interest from
the administration, the efficacy of
the polio campaign in Chaman
suffered.

Election preparations, spear-
headed by senior administration
officials, diverted attention and
resources away from the vital task
of polio  eradication in the

Balochistan province.

ACs And DCs Fo-
cused On Elections

Assistant commissioners
and deputy commissioners found
themselves inundated with myriad
responsibilities, including ensur-
ing the security of candidates and
maintaining peace during the elec-
tions. Unfortunately, this preoc-
cupation overshadowed efforts
to prioritize the polio campaign,
leaving it at the mercy of compet-
ing agendas.

Amidst these challenges, it
is crucial to acknowledge the tire-
less efforts of polio workers, par-
ticularly female workers, who
braved harsh weather conditions
and societal taboos to administer
polio drops to children. Their dedi-
cation and resilience in the face
of adversity deserve commenda-
tion.

Sustained Efforts
Coupled With Ro-

bust Oversight

It is imperative that those in
positions of power in Islamabad
listen to the voices of local staff
who are on the front lines of the
battle to make

 Balochistan polio-free. Sus-
tained efforts, coupled with ro-
bust oversight at the district and
provincial levels, are essential to
overcoming the complex chal-
lenges posed by both militant
opposition and administrative
neglect.

Police, Levies Sacri-
ficed Their Lives

Tragically, the sacrifices
made by police and levies person-
nel, as well as the hardships en-
dured by female polio workers,
underscore the urgent need for
concerted action to ensure the
success of the polio eradication
campaign in regions like Chaman.

As the international commu-
nity works towards eradicating
this crippling virus, it must not
overlook the unique challenges
faced by communities on the front
lines of the battle against polio.
Only through collective effort and
unwavering determination can we
hope to achieve a polio-free fu-
ture for all.

Raging Inferno Engulfs Koh
Jandran Kohlu Barkhan

Asif Kareem Khetran:

BARKHAN: In a devastating
turn of events, the serene beauty
of Koh Jandran, a towering peak
nestled between Barkhan and
Kohlu, has been marred by a rag-
ing inferno. This lush green for-
est, renowned for its breathtak-
ing vistas, has succumbed to
flames that cast a haunting glow
visible from afar.

Situated in the enclave of
Tikh Jandran, a habitat cherished
by the Syed community, this
mountain serves as a lifeline for
the locals. Their sustenance
hinges on the rearing of livestock
and the gathering of dry wood,
which they trade in Barkhan city.

However, despite the urgent need
for intervention, the district ad-
ministration has yet to mobilize
significant measures to combat
the relentless blaze.

For hours on end, the fire
rages unchecked, ravaging acres
of verdant terrain and threaten-
ing the livelihoods of countless
inhabitants. Urgent action is im-
perative to quell the flames and
safeguard the delicate ecosystem
that sustains both flora and fauna
alike.

However, finally, the authori-
ties reached the spot after re-
peated appeals and extinguished
the flames of fire.

Funeral prayers held for 2
army officers martyred in

North Waziristan
WAZIRISTAN: The funeral

prayers of two army officers, who
were among seven martyred yes-
terday in a terrorist attack on a
security forces’ post in North
Waziristan, were offered on Sun-
day, the Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) said.

At 6:15am on Saturday, a
group of six militants stormed the
Frontier Corps’ post in the Khaddi
market area in North Waziristan’s
Mir Ali area. The militants rammed
an explosives-laden vehicle into
the gate, followed by multiple
blasts, including a suicide bomb-
ing, said local officials. Seven sol-
diers — including Lieutenant
Colonel Syed Kashif Ali Shaheed,
39, resident of Karachi and Cap-
tain Muhammad Ahmed Badar
Shaheed, 23, resident of Talagang
— were martyred in the attack. Six
terrorists were also neutralised in
the subsequent clearance opera-
tion. A group affiliated with Hafiz
Gul Bahadur, previously a gov-
ernment contractor and a good
Taliban-turned-militant leader,
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack. Bahadur’s outfit is the stron-
gest militant group in North
Waziristan. He was flushed out in
Operation Zarb-i-Azb in 2014 and
fled to Afghanistan. In the early

hours of Sunday, the funeral
prayers of the two officers were
offered at Chaklala Garrison
Rawalpindi, according to the
military’s media wing.

President Asif Ali Zardari,
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi, Chair-
man Joint Chiefs of Staff Commit-
tee General Sahir Shamshad Mirza
and Chief of Army Staff Gen Asim
Munir attended the prayers, along
with other senior serving military
and civil officers, relatives of the
martyred officials, and locals of
the area. “The Pakistan Army has
consistently upheld the ideals of
faith, unity and discipline. Guided
by these enduring principles, the
Pakistan Army has always endeav-
oured to set higher benchmarks
of professionalism and loyalty in
its unrelenting fight against ter-
rorism,” the ISPR statement
quoted President Zardari as say-
ing.
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Maintaining security
By Muhammad Amir Rana

Punjabi in schools
By Faisal Bari:

THE chief minister of
Punjab, Ms Maryam
Nawaz, has said  that
Punjabi will be taught
across schools in  the
province. This was an-
nounced at the Punjab
Culture Day ceremony
last week.

It is a welcome an-
nouncement. Some 80
million people speak
Punjabi in Pakistan and,
worldwide, Punjabi
speakers number around
110m. Why should the
language of so many not
be taught in schools? If
80m or so speak the lan-
guage and are able to
express what they need
to in Punjabi, why would
there be an issue with
using Punjabi in
schools, and why could
it not be a medium of in-
struction for children
whose mother tongue is
Punjabi, the language
spoken at home?

There is strong evi-
dence that the child’s
early education should
be in the language that
he or she brings  to
school. This facilitates
the child’s mental devel-
opment, and it makes
learning easier and bet-
ter as well. If children
speak Punjabi at home,
this should be the me-
dium of instruction in the
early years. Once the
child has learnt the ba-
sics of it, the medium can
be shifted to other lan-
guages that might have
been introduced as sub-
jects early on.

So, teaching in
Punjabi in the early years
makes sense for large ar-
eas in Punjab — just as
it makes sense to have
Sindhi in early educa-
tion in Sindh and Pashto
in KP, and so on. In fact,
around 80 languages are
spoken in the country. If
there is a significant

number of children who
speak a particular lan-
guage in a particular area,
it makes sense to use that
language in early educa-
tion to allow the children
to become interested in
learning. Teaching in
Punjabi in the early years
makes sense for large ar-
eas in the province.

It is sometimes ar-
gued that many of the
smaller languages do not
boast a lot of books or
other written material.
But this is not a substan-
tial objection to the use
of these languages. We
do not need a lot of writ-
ten material, as early
learning depends (and
should depend) far more
on auditory learning than
on reading and writing.
And if some early-years
books  are needed for
children, producing them
in a particular language is
not too taxing a task.

Teaching in the

child’s language will
help the child feel more
comfortable in school
and acquire the basics of
the language(s) he or
she is being exposed to
as well as benefit from
the conceptual develop-
ment that is needed at
this stage.

However, I do not
think that is what Ms
Maryam Nawaz was talk-
ing about. I think she
was saying that Punjabi
would be introduced as
another subject in
school. The idea is, of
course, very welcome,
given the poor status
Punjabi has as a lan-
guage in the province
and country. Still, it does
complicate matters a bit
more.

We already have
too many subjects and
learning objectives for
each subject. Our stu-
dents and teachers are
overburdened as it is.

They learn/ teach En-
glish, Urdu, social stud-
ies, mathematics, Islamiat
and Quran nazra. And
there is a lot within each
subject as well. Regard-
ing curricula in South
Asia, many experts have
commented that we over-
burden our students and
teachers and make the
latter race to complete
the curricula rather than
focus on what students
should be learning.
Should another subject
be added without taking
something out? Will stu-
dents gain from this or
feel more encumbered?

Students are al-
ready learning at least
two languages (Urdu
and English) even in the
early years. Do we want
to add another language
as a subject? In some
places, students are
taught the essentials of
Arabic as well. We need
to think about cutting

back.
Do we have teach-

ers to teach Punjabi as a
subject? Do keep in mind
that Punjabi as the me-
dium of instruction in the
early years is very differ-
ent from teaching
Punjabi as a subject. And
the ability to speak a lan-
guage is no qualification
for being able to teach it
too. We do not even have
teachers who can prop-
erly teach Urdu and En-
glish as languages: how
are we going to get
teachers for Punjabi in
approximately 120,000
schools in the province?

We will also need to
develop the curriculum
and reading material for
it. If the chief minister is
serious about bringing in
Punjabi as a subject, it
will require quite a bit of
planning. Of course,
there is the bigger ques-
tion: when millions of
children are out of

school and the quality of
education in  most
schools is poor, should
we focus our energies on
introducing Punjabi as a
subject or on other pri-
orities? From an educa-
tion perspective, the an-
swer is clear. But from a
political and linguistic
perspective, the answer
might be different.

Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz’s larger
point about the need to
revive Punjabi, to restore
it to the status that it
should have, and the
need to preserve Punjabi
culture is well taken. But
for this to happen, it is
not the teaching of
Punjabi as a subject that
is going to be important;
using Punjabi (and other
home languages) as a
medium of instruction in
the early years of edu-
cation might be more im-
portant. Punjabi needs
to become the medium

THE new government
has been sworn in and,
as expected, has made
the revival of the
economy its top priority.

Everything is set for
the continuity of policies
formulated during the
PDM coalition
government’s rule, even
with the change of a few
faces brought in to ne-
go tiate with interna-
tional lenders. No
change in foreign and in-
ternal security policies is
expected either, as both
had been synchronised
with the objective of re-
viving the economy.

Handling security-
related policy affairs in
Pakistan is considered a
slippery slope, and civil-
ian governments usu-
ally avoid intervening,
leaving matters in the
hands of the establish-
ment. Security  is a
minefield for civilians,
and both the PPP and
PML-N have had a bit-
ter experience handling
affairs in this area.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
President Asif Ali
Zardari are both more
pragmatic individuals
and will try their utmost
not to intervene in secu-
rity affairs, which could
disturb civil-military re-
lations. There are very
few chances that any
standing committee of
the Lower and Upper
Houses will disturb the
continuity of security
policies.

It is true that parlia-
mentary oversight over
security affairs is essen-
tial to deal with existing
challenges and to ensure
transparency and ac-
countability in the ac-

tions of institutions.
However, the existing
approach has been
evolved keeping the
economy in mind, and
the establishment will
not tolerate any devia-
tion in the execution of
the policy formulated.

The existing secu-
rity framework has been
built on the ‘doctrine of
strength’, and there is
little likelihood of a
change in direction. This
means that the authori-
ties here will continue to
put pressure on the Af-
ghan Taliban to crack
down on the Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan and
other militant groups
operating from Afghan
soil. On its part, Kabul is
likely to resist this pres-
sure, and insist on a dia-
logue between Pakistan
and the TTP. While the
Taliban may have been
facilitating backdoor
communication between
the two, prospects for
peace remain dim. Paki-
stan demands a complete
surrender and the renun-
ciation of violence,
which is not acceptable
to the TTP and the Af-
ghan Taliban.

It is likely that Paki-
stan will maintain some
distance from the Taliban
regime. This is partly due
to pressure from its allies
and lenders, who disap-
prove of close ties, such
as those Pakistan had
with the Taliban in the
1990s. However, China’s
approach towards the
Taliban is  different.
China is willing to give
the Taliban regime a
chance to prove itself.
While China may not
openly criticise
Pakistan’s Afghan policy
(the TTP, the Islamic

State-Khorasan and the
Taliban’s support for
Baloch insurgents all
threaten Chinese inter-
ests in Pakistan), Beijing
will likely caution Paki-
stan against distancing
itself too much from the
Taliban, as re-engage-
ment could become dif-
ficult at a later stage.

Handling security-
related affairs in Pakistan
is considered a slippery
slope.

Pakistan would like
to continue to maintain
its existing relationship
with India, avoiding any
escalation. Pakistan
prioritises peaceful rela-
tions with Iran. However,
the Iranians will respond
decisively to any per-
ceived violation of their
sovereignty, as demon-
strated by the swift retali-
ation to the Jan 16 inci-
dent, when Iran con-
ducted missile strikes in
Pakistani territory, claim-
ing to target a militant
outfit.

Pakistan seeks in-
vestment from the Gulf
countries and China and
will fully address the se-
curity concerns of these
partners. Pakistan has al-
ready established a com-
prehensive mechanism
to address China’s spe-
cific security interests.

The security needs
of the Gulf countries
would be different, and
these countries would
need a robust private and
public security sector to
meet the concerns of Gulf
investors. This focus
goes beyond traditional
military defence and
emphasises the role of
law-enforcement agen-
cies such as police and
the counterterrorism de-
partments. The federal

and provincial govern-
ments may play a nomi-
nal role in  evo lving
mechanisms, except by
providing support
through regulations and
legislation if required.

The most pressing
challenge will likely
come from Balochistan,
where the insurgency is
changing tactics, compli-
cating both military and
political engagement for
the state. In his maiden
speech after taking oath,
Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Sarfraz Bugti indi-
cated that his govern-
ment would also attempt
a negotiation strategy
with the insurgents. This
statement directly con-
tradicts his previous
philosophy of brutally
crushing the insurgency.

Despite concerns
within the party, Bugti
joined the PPP before the
election and was elected
chief minister. He is con-
sidered to be the
establishment’s man,
and his willingness to
reconcile with the insur-
gents will be a significant
test for him. Bugti has
also stated that he will
develop another
programme, similar to the
Balochistan package ini-
tiated by the PPP gov-
ernment in 2009 and con-
tinued under the PML-
N and PTI governments.
This programme was es-
sentially an amnesty
scheme for insurgents
who were willing to lay
down their arms. How-
ever, it failed due to poor
planning and massive
corruption.

T h e
establishment’s domi-
nance in the security
field does not absolve
the federal government

of its own responsibili-
ties. Its top priority will
be addressing political
agitation with a zero-tol-
erance approach. This
would mean preventing
religious-political parties
and the PTI from launch-
ing protest movements
in the streets of the fed-
eral and provincial capi-
tals.

For the security es-
tablishment, political
turmoil damages the
country’s image and in-
vestor confidence more
than terrorism in the pe-
ripheries. The National
Accountability Bureau
and the Federal Investi-
gation Agency will fully
support the government
in dealing with the oppo-
sition and maintaining
order in the country.No
one will stop the Na-
tional Counter Terrorism
Authority from drafting
a few more versions of
the National Internal Se-
curity Policy and other
policies to counter vio-
lent extremism, which the
federal cabinet will hap-
pily approve. After all,
such policy drafts help
boost the government’s
image in the donor and
lender community. How-
ever, like previous poli-
cies, these drafts will re-
main on the shelf.

Few are likely to
highlight the missing
persons issue, shrinking
civil liberties and the de-
cline of democratic val-
ues. Those who try to
exploit such issues,
which could harm the
image of the country,
would be punished se-
verely by those in power
who see this as harmful
to the country’s image.
Not even an Asad Toor
would be able to survive.

Why do they hate Trump?
By Anis Shivani:

IT has become rank
heresy in liberal circles
to define Donald Trump
as anything but the sec-
ond coming of Hitler, or
at least Mussolini. Fas-
cist or ethno-nationalist
motives are evoked to
explain Trump’s appeal
to the white working
class. Yet, during
Trump’s first presidency,
no new major wars were
started, a first for any ad-
ministration since the
onset of the national se-
curity state 80 years ago.

In evaluating
Trump from the Global
South perspective, we
must ask which parts of
the critique stem from a
liberal defence of empire,
in order to shun these as
counterproductive to a
human rights perspec-
tive looking beyond the
interests of American
hegemony.

Trump was not a
fascist when in power.
He refused to exercise
dictatorial powers when
Covid offered him a rare
opportunity to do so. His
anti-elitist America First
movement is essentially
the same as what used
to be called
isolationalism during

both World Wars, boast-
ing a legitimate intellec-
tual pedigree going back
to the founding of the
American republic. As
late as Pearl Harbour, the
isolationists had a strong
hand to play against
Franklin Roosevelt’s lib-
eral interventionists.

The most benign in-
terpretation of the Trump
movement is that it is a
voluntary disbandment
of empire.

The ‘deep state’ —
which stalwart liberals
once called the military-
industrial complex —
cannot trust Trump to be
in charge of figh ting
wars, not that Trump has
shown the slightest in-
clination towards such a
project.

On the cusp of the
2020 election, I feared
the restart of the forever
wars under a newly em-
powered neoliberal re-
gime, which is exactly
what has happened.
Russia was provoked
into a war which was pri-
marily a test case to sort
out alliances for the end
game of empire, which is
confrontation with China
across a range of events
spanning the next de-
cade.

Would the geno-
cidal Israeli assault on
Gaza have happened
anyway, even if Trump
had been re-elected? I
doubt it, because it
would be naïve to pre-
sume Israeli indepen-
dence in such matters.

Meanwhile, a reign
of political persecution
quite familiar to people in
Pakistan — precisely the
abomination for which
liberals castigate Trump,
but which he never
showed the least interest
to  pursue against his
own opponents when in
office — seeks to disable
Trump outside the ballot
box.

‘Lawfare’  against
the former president has
always lacked genuine
legal foundations, and
becomes more farcical by
the moment. In essence,
Trump’s free speech
rights are being
criminalised, as are busi-
ness procedures that are
par for the course for
organisations like his.

 It is as if the dis-
crediting of the
Russiagate hoax never
happened, and neither
did the failed multiple
impeachment drives.

In the Georgia ‘elec-

tion interference’ case,
what is being
criminalised is the right
of a politician to ques-
tion the integrity of an
election — something
Democrats themselves
have done frequently
over the last two decades
when Republicans won,
as certainly they have
every right to do so.

 The porn star
hush-money payment
case in New York City,
which was the first in the
salvo against him, is be-
yond ludicrous.

The so-called Jan 6
insurrection case relies
on novel legal theories
that have never been
applied before in such
circumstances.

 And in the classi-
fied documents mis-
placement case, Joe
Biden was exonerated
by a special counsel in
similar circumstances;
besides, Trump is right
that the proviso against
handling classified
documents does not ap-
ply to the president him-
self.

In addition, the le-
gal machinery has been
empowered in nakedly
partisan terms to levy
absurd fines to the tune

of hundreds of millions
of dollars, exacting per-
sonal bankruptcy as the
price for Trump’s audac-
ity in not giving up poli-
tics. The neoliberal state
is mobilising these extra-
constitutional means to
vanquish an ideological
movement towards
which it has never
sought to make the least
concession.

The white working
class eventually had
enough and channelled
its legitimate anger
through Trump. No
doubt there is an element
of xenophobia in  the
America First movement,
as is true of other nation-
alist-populist move-
ments, but neoliberals
brough t the crisis  to
hapless migrants by
never making an honest
case for continued migra-
tion, and by persisting in
denying them full human
rights.

What to  call the
Trump movement itself
comes with ideological
freight that analysts in
the Global South should
weigh carefully. The so-
called alt-right, like the
phantom of pervasive
white supremacy, was
mostly an illusion.

Words vs works
By Jan-e-Alam Khaki:

MUSLIM-majority
societies in general, and
South Asian Muslim so-
cieties in particular, face
numerous conflicting is-
sues with regard to ev-
eryday life. These admit-
tedly are very complex
problems, which do not
lend themselves to easy
solutions. This article
will focus on what the
writer thinks is a major
issue and its possible
solutions. This issue
may be seen as the vast
difference between the
words we profess (ide-
als), and the works or
actions we demonstrate
(realities) in daily life.

Muslim-majority
societies are quite proud
of having a great reli-
gion, great people, a
great culture, a great
ethical system, etc. In-
deed, we may be great in
many ways, as we claim.
Nonetheless, what
needs to be noted is that
a nation or a community
becomes great not nec-
essarily by claiming
greatness, but through
evidence on the ground.
No society is perfect;
that is a given. But what
is not a given is the huge
difference between our
words and actions.

In so many surveys,
we always stand near the
bottom — whether it is
corruption, security of
life, respect for human
rights, or religious free-
dom. Despite our claims
to greatness, in our daily
lives — on the streets,
in our offices — we tend
to show less than ideal
conduct. Look at the
way the public has en-
croached on the roads,
public thoroughfares,
markets, shopping pla-
zas. The most agonising
indiscipline is seen on

the roads everywhere
— in both rural and ur-
ban settings. Breaking
basic traffic laws and
discipline is seen as a
mark of pride, though all
suffer. We are indeed
very good at upholding
and observing our reli-
gious or cultural prac-
tices, which include ritu-
als, customs and attire
that are supposed to
show our religiosity.

We are good even
in almsgiving and philan-
thropy, but in practice,
we tend to lack in ethical
values, care and concern
for the larger society, as
required by our faith.
Generally, I think a great
many of us do not even
think about these issues.
Often, people say it is
the rulers (only) who are
corrupt, completely ig-
noring the fact that we
— as common people —
waste no time in making
unethical choices.

In Islamic ethics,
hypocrisy is  con-
demned in  strong
words.

Moreover, I wonder
where our leaders come
from; do they fall from
some other world, or do
they rise from amongst
us? Blaming our politi-
cians, or bureaucracy,
does not absolve us
from the way we treat our
society. Rich or poor,
low or high, illiterate or
educated, all seem to
contribute to this mess.
A beggar who does not
need to beg but still does
so is a corrupt human; a
wealthy person feeding
the cycle of corruption
is corrupt; a blogger who
disseminates fake news
is corrupt. If one moves
through small or big ba-
zaars, or tries to drive on
the roads, one is amazed
as to who is really cor-

rupt! Wherever we — the
common folk — can, we
usurp the rights of oth-
ers with impunity, and
then blame the police or
politicians. Not that they
are angels, but perhaps
we all compete in this cor-
ruption. I think one par-
ticular issue plaguing so-
ciety is the habit of show-
ing off via actions that are
symbols of piety, but that
lack the spirit that quali-
fies one as a decent hu-
man being.  The double
standard is reflected well
through recent stories of
corruption and moral
degradation even.

 by those who belt
out slogans of justice.

It was their actions
that betrayed them. Why,
one wonders, is there so
much gap between words
and works, even by those
who profess godly at-
tributes, yet resist them
so easily? We need to un-
dertake a rigorous scru-
tiny of our lives to under-
stand which aspects re-
quire serious attention. It
is clear that we need to
pay attention to our
act-i-o--ns, not so much
to our slogans.

Self-critique should
lead us to focus more on
good conduct, proving
that actions speak lou-der
than words.

In Islamic ethics, the
contradiction between
belief and action is called
hypocrisy (munafiqat) —
an act condemned in
strong words. The Quran
emphasises competing in
good acts (fastabiqul
khayrat), because “…the
goal of you all is to Al-
lah; it is He that will show
you the truth of the mat-
ters in which ye dispute”
(5:48). Rather than focus-
ing on who is right we
need to focus on what is
right (action).

of communication and
interaction in most areas
in Punjab. Once the use
of Punjabi becomes
‘normalised’ and the real
and perceived ‘stigma’
against using Punjabi is
weakened, a revival can
take place.

The use of Punjabi
as a medium of instruc-
tion makes sense from
this perspective as well
as for improving learning
among young children
who speak Punjabi at
home. Introducing
Punjabi as a subject in
schools, though per-
haps useful, will require
significant adjustments
that need to be thought
through and which re-
quire a good implemen-
tation plan as well. But
the chief minister has
made a very important
and needed policy state-
ment. Now it remains to
be seen what the follow-
up is going to be.

Balochistan Needs Action, Not
Another Failed Polio Campaign
Editorial:
The news of a children in Chaman and Dera Bugti contracting polio, in
Balochistan after three years, is a damning indictment of the provincial health
department and donor agencies entrusted with this critical public health mis-
sion. While a targeted vaccination campaign is a welcome response, it’s a mere
bandage on a gaping wound.

Imported Solutions Don’t Work
For far too long, a top-down approach relying on imported solutions has

dominated our fight against polio. We, the people of Balochistan, have the
indigenous knowledge and cultural understanding necessary to effectively
combat this disease. Yet, our voices and workable solutions are consistently
sidelined.

The presence of poliovirus in environmental samples since last August is
a glaring failure of our health department. This isn’t just a recent oversight; it
exposes a systemic weakness in surveillance and outreach programs.

Where are the culturally sensitive campaigns that educate our communi-
ties in the local languages? Where are the efforts to address vaccine hesitancy
through dialogue and trust-building with local leaders? We need an overhaul
of the health department’s approach, one that leverages the strengths of our
communities and fosters ownership over public health initiatives.

Donor agencies must also shoulder some of the blame
Have they critically evaluated the effectiveness of their funding, or have

they simply perpetuated a cycle of dependence on external solutions? We
urge them to invest in building the capacity of our local healthcare system and
empower Balochistanis to take charge of their health outcomes.

The upcoming vaccination campaign is crucial, but it cannot be a one-off
effort. We need a sustained, multi-pronged approach that integrates local knowl-
edge, strengthens healthcare infrastructure, and prioritizes community engage-
ment. Only then can we truly eradicate polio from Balochistan and safeguard
the health of future generations.

This is a wake-up call. Let Balochistan not be known for this resurgence of
a preventable disease. Let’s work together, with our own solutions at the fore-
front, to banish polio for good.
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UN passes Pakistan's resolution calling
for combating Islamophobia

UNITED NATIONS
(INP): A resolution pre-
sented by Pakistan's
Permanent Representa-
tive to the United Na-
tions to  combat
Islamophobia has been
successfully passed by
the world peace body,
signalling a collective
effort to address the
growing concerns sur-
rounding the issue on a
global scale.

The resolution,
spearheaded by Paki-
stan, garnered wide-
spread support from
member states, under-
scoring the urgency and
importance of combating
discrimination and vio-
lence against Muslims. It
specifically calls for ac-
tion to end the ongoing
violence targeting Mus-

lims in the context of
Islamophobia.

A key aspect of the
resolution is the request
for the UN secretary-
general to appoint a spe-
cial envoy tasked with
c o m b a t i n g
Islamophobia. The reso-
lution underscores the
need for concerted ef-
forts to counter
I s l a m o p h o b i a ,
recognising it as a threat
to international peace
and security.

By addressing the
root causes and manifes-
tations of this phenom-
enon, the international
community aims to fos-
ter a climate of mutual
respect and harmony.

The resolution re-
ceived overwhelming
support, with 113 mem-

ber states vo ting in
favour of its adoption.
Significantly, there were
no votes cast against the
resolution, highlighting
the unanimous consen-
sus among participating
nations on the impor-
tance of addressing
Islamophobia.

However, it is note-
worthy that 44 countries,
including India, chose
not to participate in the
voting process.

This decision raises
questions about the
stance of these nations
on combating
Islamophobia and their
commitment to promot-
ing religious tolerance
and inclusivity on the
global stage.

Meanwhile, on the
International Day to

Combat Islamophobia,
UN chief António
Guterres appealed to
maintain peace and order
in Ramazan in his address
to the General Assembly.

António Guterres
said sectarian rhetoric is
defaming communities.
"We must unite to fight
intolerance and bigotry."
he stated.

He further said that
social media platforms
were fuelling hate
speech, calling for an end
to harassment based on
religion.

"We cannot con-
tinue to fight hate and
bigotry. Today's terrorist
incident in New Zealand
shows that we must all
stand together and root
out anti-Muslim big-
otry," Guterres stressed.

Death anniversary of “1965 War
Hero” MM Alam on Monday

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The 11th death anni-
versary of “1965 War
Hero” Muhammad
Mahmood Alam,
popularly known as M
M Alam will be ob-
served on March 18,
2024 (Monday).

Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) legend-
ary war hero MM
Alam’s record of
shooting down five In-
dian war planes in less
than a minute remains
unbeaten.

Alam, nicknamed
as ‘Little Dragon’
popularly, while pilot-
ing an F-86 Sabre, shot
down five Indian war
planes in less than a
minute during 1965
Pak-India war and al-
together, downed nine
war planes in the aerial

fight.
MM Alam was

the first ever fighter
pilot for PAF,

listed on top in the
hall of famers’ list at
the PAF Museum in
Karachi. Alam is con-
sidered as a national
hero for Pakistan, most
significantly, for his re-
markable show of bril-
liance in the war of
1965 he was awarded
the ‘Sitara-e-Jurat’
and also the BAR
medal.

The war hero was
born on July 6, 1935,
in Calcutta, India and
was the eldest of 11
siblings. No one in his
family before him had
been part of the mili-
tary, and in fact, he
joined the armed
forces against his

father’s will.
In 1965, when In-

dia started war in the
late mist dark night,
Alam who was the
first commanding of-
ficer of the first squad-
ron of Assaults Mirage
III, took his F-86 Sa-
bre jet plane equipped
with AIM-9
sidewinder missiles
and fly over the skies
of Sargodha to defeat
the enemies who en-
tered in Pakistani Air
Space.

Here, MM Alam
made the unforgettable
history by knocking
down nine Indian
Fighter Jets ‘Hawker
Hunters’ in air to air
combat despite
Hawker Hunter supe-
riority over F-86. He
shot down as he sets

an unbeaten world
record by downing
five Indian aircraft in
thirty seconds.

Alam announced
to the radar controller
that he had shot down
nine IAF aircraft and
when Radio Pakistan
announced his bril-
liance, people of Paki-
stan started rising the
slogans of “Allah o
Akbar”.

The Air Force leg-
end was battling illness
since December 2012,
and was admitted to
Pakistan Naval Station
Shifa Hospital in
Karachi.

After a protracted
illness, Alam died in
Karachi on March 18,
2013 at the age of 77.
He retired in 1982 as
an Air Commodore.

APHC-AJK leaders condemn ban on
Hurriyat parties in IIOJK

Agri sector contributes $3 bln to national
economy in 2023-24: PBF

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Business Forum (PBF)
has said that agriculture
sector may contribute $3
billion to our economy in
the year 2023-24. How-
ever, subject to holistic
approach of PM
Shehbaz Sharif led gov-
ernment, it has potential
to grow much more.

Addressing a work-
shop here on Saturday,
Vice President PBF Jahan
Ara Wattoo said that to
achieve agriculture tar-
gets properly we have to
control cartels in com-
modity markets if we
want the crop sector may
perform.

The business leader
clarified that the govern-
ment created high hopes
for cotton growers when
it declared an indicative
price of Rs8,500 per
maund. It led to a strong
revival of crops, and pro-
duction doubled in  a
matter of one season.
However, as soon as
cotton started arriving in
the market, the price
crashed to Rs6,500 per
maund, robbing farmers
of their hard-earned
money and the govern-
ment of credibility.

The same thing
happened to maize as
well: its price dwindled to
half of its pre-sowing
value. In a production
cycle with very high
costs, price slides like
these leave farmers and
farming crippled for
years.

“For urea alone, the

growers paid more than
Rs120 billion to black
marketers last season
alone. Four different urea
prices operated in the
national market with
complete impunity.
Which sector in the
world can take that kind
of hit and endure? We are
talking about one input;
Wattoo said.

PBF Chairman
South Punjab, Malik
Suhail Talat said agricul-
ture does not fit into cal-
endar years; it  is all
about continuity. Deci-
sions made in 2024 re-
garding what to sow and
what not to sow will de-
fine 2025.

“For the last decade
or so, maize has an-
chored agriculture. With
its price crashing, each
farmer will now have to
decide whether to con-
tinue with it or not.
Punjab’s wheat policy is
deeply confusing.
Punjab has changed pro-
curement and release
prices twice in the last
two months, leaving
farmers in a financial and
policy lurch. The cotton
crash has left farmers in
a deep muddle about its
future. Early potato crop
prices have slid after ini-
tial better returns, leav-
ing farmers wondering
whether they should
continue sowing it.

He also viewed capi-
talists are manipulating
political, economic and
other systems in the
country. Political parties

currently in the electoral
arena are either not ca-
pable enough or don’t
have the will to challenge
and break this vicious
control suffocating the
farming community.

All the administra-
tive set-up cannot en-
sure even the provision
of fertilisers at the offi-
cial rates. The compost-
making companies and
their dealership net-

works are usurping the
subsidy and minting
money by selling their
products through the
black market.

He questioned can
the incumbent govern-
ment put in place a simple
foolproof system for the
provision of two bags of
urea and one bag of DAP
per acre at subsidised
rates to all farmers across
the board?

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The All Parties
Hurriyat Conference
Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (APHC-
AJK) chapter has con-
demned frequent use
of oppressive mea-
sures and illegal ban on
political parties by the
Bharatiya Janata
Party-led Hindutva In-
dian government to
suppress Kashmiris’
political voice in occu-
pied Jammu and Kash-
mir.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, the BJP govern-
ment, continuing to
suppress the
Kashmiris’ just
struggle by banning
pro-freedom parties in
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir,

has now banned
more organizations, in-
cluding Jammu and

Kashmir Peoples
League and Jammu
and Kashmir Peoples
Freedom League and
also extended ban on
Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front for
another five years.

The APHC-AJK
Convener, Mehmood
Ahmed Saghar, and
other leaders, includ-
ing Syed Aijaz
Rehmani, Sheikh
Mohammad Yaqoob,
Altaf Ahmed Butt and
Zahid Ashraf in their
separate statements in
Islamabad said ban-
ning peace and free-
dom-loving parties will
not detach Kashmiri
people from their righ-
teous demand of right
to self-determination.

They said the
fresh attempt of the
BJP-led Indian gov-
ernments to further
suppress Kashmiris by

imposing ban on
Hurriyat parties in
IIOJK is another act of
brazen terrorism in In-
dian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

Despite the re-
lentless campaign of
repression unleashed
by the Indian govern-
ment, the will of the
Kashmiri people for
freedom and self-de-
termination cannot be
suppressed.

 The Indian
government's strategy
of killing, torturing, and
banning political and
pro-freedom parties
has failed to silence the
voice of freedom in
Kashmir, they added.

They urged the
United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council
and other rights orga-
nizations to take notice
of Indian state terror-
ism in the territory.

Meanwhile, Chief
Spokesman of Jammu
Kashmir Liberation
Front (JKLF)
Muhammad Rafiq Dar
in a statement in
Islamabad, strongly
condemning the exten-
sion of ban on Jammu
and Kashmir Libera-
tion Front for another
five years, termed it
immoral, undemocratic
and illegal.

He said that ex-
tension of ban on the
most vibrant political
party like JKLF means
silencing people’s most
popular voice in
Jammu Kashmir, add-
ing India last time un-
lawfully banned JKLF
in March 2019 and ar-
rested its top leader-
ship, including its
Chairman Muhammad
Yasin Malik in fake,
farcical and politically
motivated cases.

Plight of Women in Balochistan: A Disturb-
ing Surge in Domestic Violence Cases

Chandni Kakar:
SIBI, BALOCHISTAN:
Safia Bibi, a 30-year-old
mother of three, battles
scorching heat as she
prepares chapatis out-
doors. Despite her
youth, Safia bears the
weight of adversity, her
worn face a testament to
her struggles. Last year’s
devastating flood
washed away her home
in Goth Sultan Kot, leav-
ing her family homeless
and financially strained.
The resultant stress on
her husband has esca-
lated into domestic vio-
lence, a grim reality for
many women in the re-
gion.

27 Percent In-
crease In Violence
Against Women

Director Allaudin
Khilji of the Aurat Foun-
dation in Quetta sheds
light on the prevalent
forms of domestic vio-
lence in Balochistan, in-
cluding physical, psy-
chological, and sexual
abuse. Imtiaz Manjho
from the Sahar Organiza-
tion in Naseerabad notes
a troubling 27% increase
in such cases post-
floods. Human Rights

Commission reports un-
derscore the severity of
the issue, with 157 re-
ported cases in  June
2022 alone, accompanied
by distressing statistics
of honor killings and
sexual abuse.

Women Suffer
In Silence
Although legisla-

tive measures have been
implemented, such as the
2021 law penalizing do-
mestic violence,

 enforcement re-
mains insufficient, as
highlighted by
Muhammad Zubair
Makhdoom from the

Shifa Foundation in
Naseerabad.

Women like Zahra in
Pishin, Mariam in
Naseerabad, and Safiya
in Quetta endure silent
suffering behind closed
doors, victims of abusive
relationships. Dr.
Shahida Batool empha-
sizes the multifaceted
consequences of do-
mestic violence, ranging
from physical and psy-
chological harm to
broader social and eco-
nomic implications.

Most Of The
Incidents Go

Unnoticed

The escalating
trend is alarming, with a
30% increase in cases
over the past decade.
Despite this, a signifi-
cant portion of incidents
goes unreported due to
shame and fear, as seen
in Pishin, Naseerabad,
and Quetta.

Despite the grim
statistics, there is hope.
Various groups are ac-
tively engaged in provid-
ing support and advo-
cacy, aiming to create a
safer environment for
women and children in
Balochistan. It’s a chal-
lenging battle, but with
collective effort, positive
change is achievable.

ISLAMABAD: Leader of Pakistan Muslim League (N) Khawaja Saad Rafique calls on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

PESHAWAR: PESCO workers are busy repairing the transformer in the Tehsil area.
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Aseefa Bhutto set to contest her first elec-
tion from NA-207 Nawabshah

KARACHI (INP): Aseefa
Bhutto-Zardari, the youngest
offspring of President Asif Ali
Zardari, is poised to enter the
Political arena by contesting the
upcoming by-election for the
NA-207 Nawabshah constitu-
ency.

In the February 8 general
elections, President Zardari
had won the NA-207
Nawabshah seat. However,
with his elevation to the office
of the president, the seat be-
came vacant, paving the way
for Aseefa to step into the po-
litical spotlight with her maiden
election.

Aseefa is set to reach
Nawabshah tomorrow, where
she will submit her nomination
form for the by-election. This
marks her debut in electoral
politics, following in the foot-
steps of her family's political
legacy.

Arrangements are under-
way for Aseefa's arrival at
Nawabshah Airport, where she

will be greeted by supporters
and party members. From
there, she will proceed to
Zardari House amidst a rally
to demonstrate her commit-
ment to serving the constitu-
ency.  With her nomination,
Aseefa aims to carry forward
her family's legacy. As the by-
election approaches, all eyes
will be on her campaign as she
seeks to secure the trust and
support of voters in NA-207
Nawabshah.

After her father, Asif Ali
Zardari, assumed office as the
14th president of Pakistan,
Aseefa Bhutto-Zardari is set
to assume the title of first lady.
This development marks the
second instance in the nation's
76-year history where a
daughter or a sister of a head
of state will be conferred with
the title.

The designation of First
Lady traditionally went to the
spouse of a head of govern-
ment or head of state, making

Aseefa Bhutto's likely appoint-
ment a rare occurrence after
the 'King of Reconciliation',
Asif Zardari, excelled in this
matter as well.

However, during his first
stint as president in 2008, the
position of the first lady had
been left vacant.

Asifa Bhutto's journey to
the forefront of politics has
been characterized by her un-
wavering support for her fa-
ther and the Pakistan People's
Party (PPP). Over the past
decade, she has stood by Asif
Zardari, lending her voice and
commitment to furthering the
party's political objectives.

The day Asif Ali Zardari
was set to take the oath of of-
fice as the 14th president of the
country, Aseefa arrived at the
occasion by his side. The offi-
cial account of the PPP on X
had tweeted: "First lady with
the President", sharing a pic-
ture of the two arriving for the
oath ceremony.

PHMA pledges to join hands with govt
 for uplift of exports

2.8m ration bags delivered under
Ramadan package

LAHORE (INP): On the directives
of the Chief Minister Punjab, the
provincial government is striving
to provide relief to people during
the holy month of Ramadan as
district authorities delivered more
than 2.8 million ration bags to de-
serving families across the prov-
ince under the Nigehban Ramadan
package.

These details emerged dur-
ing a briefing by officials at a meet-
ing chaired by Punjab Chief Sec-
retary Zahid Akhtar Zaman at the
Civil Secretariat here on Saturday.

The meeting reviewed the
provision of ration bags and price
control measures. The administra-
tive secretaries of industries, ag-
riculture, Chairman PITB, DG
Punjab Food Authority, DIG Spe-
cial Branch and officers concerned
attended the meeting while all di-
visional commissioners and
deputy commissioners partici-
pated through video link.

Officials briefed the Chief

Secretary that 319,000 ration bags
were provided to deserving
people yesterday.

They said that imported on-
ions were available at a price of
Rs.95 per kg in the 10 agriculture
fair price (AFP) shops established
in Ramadan bazaars in Lahore,
while the sale of imported onions
in Rawalpindi, Faisalabad,
Sargodha and Gujranwala would
start from today.

The chief secretary said that
the delivery of ration bags at the
doorsteps of deserving families
was a big challenge, adding that
the programme was being imple-
mented in  an organized and
hassle-free manner, which is un-
precedented.

Expressing satisfaction over
the process of ration bags deliv-
ery, the chief secretary praised the
Lodhran Deputy Commissioner
for achieving a 71 percent target
of the provision of ration bags.
He said that no compromise could

be made on the quality of ration
being provided under the
Ramadan package, and the Punjab
Food Authority should continue
checking the food items.

The chief secretary also is-
sued instructions to suspend the
relevant staff for the distribution
of ration bags in clusters at cer-
tain places in Muzaffargarh and
Bahawalpur.

He said that the number of
price control magistrates had
been increased for effective moni-
toring of prices as the implemen-
tation of price lists would give re-
lief to consumers to a great ex-
tent. He directed Price Control
Magistrates to remain active in the
field and take strict action against
overcharging.

The administrative secretar-
ies of industries and agriculture
gave a detailed briefing at the
meeting. They said that 598 per-
sons were arrested and 192 cases
were registered for overcharging.

LAHORE, March 16 (INP):
Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturers
Association (PHMA) leadership
has vowed that value-added tex-
tile industry would work closely
with the new government with a
view to enhance the exports and
revive the growth momentum.

Zonal Chairman PHMA,
Farrukh Iqbal asked the govern-
ment to back the value-added ap-
parel sector for its potential to
harvest benefits of GSP Plus, pro-
viding mass employment to the
jobless population of the coun-
try, as the exports to the EU coun-
tries have now starting to drop
which is a matter of serious con-
cern.

However, Farrukh Iqbal
hailed the government’s recent
move to release Rs65 billion for
payment of all verified pending
refunds of exporters till previous
month of 2024. This is a welcome
move by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, and we appreciate him
along with his team, including Fi-
nance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb and Commerce Min-
ister Jam Kamal Khan, as this
move will definitely boost the con-
fidence of exporters and encour-
age the export sector.

He also expressed the hope
that the same spirit will be fol-
lowed for payment of remaining
refunds of sales tax deferred,
DDT/DLTL, TUF and markup sub-
sidy with a view to enhance ex-

ports. As the energy prices have
been escalated to a record high,
the PHMA leader maintained that
constant hikes in gas and power
rates would further stoke inflation,
amidst high markup, making the
Pakistani value-added textile
products uncompetitive in the in-
ternational market.

Farrukh Iqbal cautioned the
government saying the move of
increasing energy tariffs was un-
wise and would sabotage hard
efforts of exporters to enhance
Pakistan’s exports in previous
years. He asked the new govern-
ment to ensure a level-playing
field by offering regionally com-
petitive energy tariffs and con-
tinuing the Duty Drawback of
Local Taxes and Levies scheme,
as committed in the new five-year
textile and apparel policy. He
stressed that energy rates for in-
dustries should be brought at par
or below the tariff prevailing in the
competing regional countries.

He demanded a level-playing
field with regional competitors
through continuation of previous
concessionary energy tariffs for
the export industry.

Pointing out to the down-
ward exports figure to the EU, he
said that Pakistan’s exports to
European countries dipped year-
on-year by 7.54 per cent in the first
seven months of the current fis-
cal year, mainly due to reduced
demand for Pakistani goods in

western, southern and northern
Europe.

The export proceeds from
these countries fell to $4.866 bil-
lion in July-January FY24, a drop
from the $5.263bn recorded in the
corresponding months of the pre-
vious year, according to figures
compiled by the State Bank of
Pakistan, he added.

PHMA (NZ) senior vice
chairman Amanullah Khan and
vice chairman Khawaja Musharaf
Iqbal observed that this decline
in export proceeds indicated the
challenges faced by Pakistani ex-
porters in these economically un-
certain times despite having pref-
erential access to 27-member EU
countries. According to the data,
in FY23, exports to  the EU
dropped 4.41pc to $8.188bn from
$8.566bn in the preceding fiscal
year. However, the decline in ex-
ports was seen despite the
Generalised System of Prefer-
ences Plus (GSP+) scheme.

The PHMA leadership said
that GSP window had opened tre-
mendous opportunities by way of
inflow of abundant export orders
which the industry would not be
able to execute if liquidity prob-
lem of the industry is not resolved
at the earliest. They stressed the
need for adopting new technol-
ogy so that Pakistan’s exports
may be able to cope with the
emerging challenges in interna-
tional arena.

Gwadar North Free Zone: Water supply
project 60% complete

GWADAR (INP): A project to es-
tablish a water supply network in
the Gwadar North Free Zone is
nearly 60 percent complete. This
significant development aims to
address the immediate needs of
companies eager to commence
operations within the current year.

The project is divided into
two parts. The first segment, be-
ing overseen by the Gwadar Port
Authority (GPA), extends from
the dams to the outer boundary
of the Gwadar North Free Zone.

The second segment, soon
to be initiated by the China Over-

seas Port Holding Company
(COPHC), will run from the inner
boundary wall of the Gwadar
North Free Zone to the designated
areas for factories.

Following a competitive bid-
ding process, GPA awarded the
contract to Saleh Techno Com-
pany.  This company is in the pro-
cess of installing water pipelines
from two primary sources: dam
water, including from the Sawar
and Shadi Kor dams, and a newly
constructed, Chinese-funded 1.2
MGD desalination water plant.

A GPA official told Gwadar

Pro that the cost of laying the
water supply network from both
dams to the boundary of the
Gwadar North Free Zone is Rs 110
million, with an estimated comple-
tion date in the first week of May.

Chairman of GPA, Passand
Khan Buledi, has played a crucial
role in securing approval for wa-
ter and power projects within the
government’s 2023-24 budget.

In addition to the water sup-
ply project, GPA has also ap-
proved funding for electricity sup-
ply from the Deep Sea Port Grid
Station to the North Free Zone.

Reducing interest rates to devalue rupee,
raise inflation: Murtaza Mughal

ISLAMABAD (INP): President of
Pakistan Economy Watch (PEW),
Murtaza Mughal has said that de-
mand of the business community
to reduce the interest rate was un-
justified, as it will weaken the ru-
pee and trigger inflation.

In a statement issued on Sun-
day, he said an interest rate cut
would allow the government to
start unnecessary expenditures
that are not required at this point.

Murtaza Mughal said that
electricity and gas prices have
troubled the entire country.
People are going bankrupt while
factories are closing down.

Many factories were running
at half their production capacity;
therefore, the demand to reduce
the electricity and gas tariff was
justified, but getting approval
from the IMF will be impossible,
he added.

The business leader said that
increasing the tax net, bringing the
non-tax-paying sectors into the
tax net, and amending the NFC
award have become necessary to
save the country.

Restructuring of local and
foreign debt has also become nec-
essary. Still, caution is needed in

this regard so that it does not hurt
the market, he cautioned.

Murtaza Mughal said the
federal government is consider-
ing handing over the electricity
distribution companies to the
provinces. How will the provinces
run these companies when the
federal government cannot run
them?

It would be better to sell
these companies because the pri-
vate sector would run them effi-
ciently. He noted that bill-paying
consumers have to bear the bur-
den of loss-making discos, which
is tantamount to encouraging
corruption and power theft.

The people of the same area
should also bear the burden of
losses caused by electricity theft,
and not the people of other areas
should be punished for the crime
they never committed, he said.

Dr. Mughal said climate
change has become routine; there-
fore, the entire process must be
reset to address the issue.

Regrettably, throughout the
past two or three election cycles,
successive governments have
paid little more than lip service to
climate change and developed a

coherent policy to mitigate its
harmful effects.

The fact that provincial disas-
ter management agencies are con-
stantly behind the times despite
having a full year and substantial
funding to prepare for yearly rains
is equally unacceptable.

When the civil machinery fails
to clear roads and remove flood-
water, as it does every time, the
military is compelled to intervene
and demonstrate the proper pro-
cedure.

We need an appropriate long-
term and long-term plan, as Paki-
stan is among the top nations fac-
ing the most direct effects of cli-
mate change and global warming.

He said we need an appro-
priate short-term response mecha-
nism for the annual rain overflow,
adding that politicians must set
aside their competing agendas
and act in the nation's and its citi-
zens' interests.

Everything that is occurring
around us is completely expected.
Unfortunately, none of it has got-
ten any attention because our
political leaders have been too
preoccupied with lusting for
power.

Dollars’ demand in market must remain bal-
anced: Shahid Rasheed

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former
President of the Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(ICCI), Dr. Shahid Rasheed Butt,
said on Sunday that the demand
for dollars in the market should
remain balanced.

In a statement issued here on
Sunday, he said that a balanced
exchange rate increases confi-
dence in the market, which is very
important.

Shahid Rasheed Butt said
that maintaining the dollar's value
was necessary to maintain the
current balance between imports

and exports. A change in the value
of the dollar affects the import and
export sector, which disturbs the
business environment, he added.

The business leader noted
that the exporters get worried
when the dollar becomes expen-
sive. When the dollar becomes
cheap, the imports start to in-
crease, which causes the deficits
to rise. Both these situations af-
fect the business environment.

He said that the dollar's de-
preciation will increase the trade
and current account deficit, which
has been controlled with incred-

ible difficulty.
The seven-month current ac-

count deficit has been reduced to
one billion dollars, and the fed-
eral government has to pay 24 bil-
lion dollars in debt servicing in the
current fiscal year, so no risk can
be taken.

Shahid Rasheed said that ex-
porters were currently facing
problems. They have to use the
most expensive electricity in the
region. Gas has become more
costly by 300%, the interest rate
for them was up to 25%, and fuel
was also expensive.

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Ikramullah, haling from Qila Saifullah Balochistan, who is currently 9th class
student at Lawrence College, called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. Mr. Ikramullah's
house and school were damaged in 2022 floods. On instructions of the Prime Minister, he was
facilitated to continue education.

QUETTA:Member of Provincial Assembly Bakht Muhammad Kakar planting Trees during the tree
plantation campaign on the bypass.

QUETTA:People are buying children's clothes from the roadside vendors at Joint Road.

HARNAI: Former Caretaker Health Minister Dr. Ameer Mohammad Khan Jogezai distributing solar
lights among the poor in the backward area of  Harnai.


