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Complete independence impossible
without economic stability: COAS

Arrest Warrant Issued for PKMAP Chair-
man Mehmood Khan Achakzai

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: The Judicial

Magistrate Quetta has issued
an arrest warrant for Mehmood
Khan Achakzai, the Chairman of
Pashtunkhawa Milli Awami
Party (PKMAP). The warrant
comes in connection with FIR
No. 43 of 2024 registered at
Gwalmandi police station
Quetta.

Mehmood Khan Achakzai,
who recently emerged as the
presidential candidate of Paki-
stan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI), faced
the scrutiny of the district ad-
ministration when his residence
was raided earlier March this
year.

Although  he was not
present during the raid, the dis-
trict administration proceeded
to register a case against him
under Sections 447 and 448-34,
pertaining to interference and
seizure.

Subsequently, the Judicial
Magistrate issued a warrant for

Achakzai’s arrest due to his non-
appearance before the authorities.

The police have been directed
to apprehend Mehmood Khan
Achakzai and present him before
the court by April 27.

The Quetta Bar Association
(QBA) has condemned the regis-
tration of case against Mr. Achakzai

Transporters’ Protest Grips Quetta-Taftan Route
Riaz Baloch:

CHAGHI: Trans-
porters on the Quetta-
Taftan route have entered
their fifth day of protest,
escalating their outcry
against what they per-
ceive as burdensome gov-
ernment measures.

 Originating as a local
grievance, the protest has
now evolved into a wide-
spread demonstration
uniting transporters from
various regions.

The crux of the pro-
test revolves around
newly implemented Stan-
dard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs), which en-

tail heightened inspections
at checkpoints. These
measures were introduced
in response to the tragic
killing of nine passengers
in Noshki district,
Balochistan, aiming to bol-
ster security along the
route.

However, for the
transporters, these in-
creased checks have
translated into disruptions
to their operations,

 resulting in prolonged
delays and financial
losses. Mr. Nasir
Shahwani, a prominent
leader of the Al Taftan

Transporters Association,
has emerged as a leading
voice in advocating for a
review of these measures.
Shahwani argues that the
intensified inspections not
only hinder transportation
efficiency but also exac-
erbate the economic strain
on transporters.

Moreover, the
government’s mandate to
deploy armed guards in
passenger buses has fur-
ther fueled discontent
among transporters.

 Many question the
practicality and feasibility
of this requirement, ex-

RAWALPINDI: Chief
of Army Staff (COAS) Gen-
eral Asim Munir on Friday
said that complete indepen-
dence was not possible with-
out first achieving economic
stability. According to the
Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), the army chief
made the remarks while ad-
dressing the Green Pakistan
Initiative conference. The
remarks were also carried by
state-run APP and Radio Pa-
kistan.

The federal
government’s Green Paki-
stan Initiative is aimed at in-
troducing the latest farming
on 4.4 million acres of land
across the country.

The government is eye-
ing to fetch around $40 bil-
lion during the next five years
through the agricultural ini-
tiative and hopes to create
four million jobs through this
process.

The initiative seeks to
revolutionise agriculture
with the help of the armed
forces and the promised part-
nerships of friendly coun-
tries.  It was inaugurated at
the National Seminar on
Food Security and Agricul-
ture in July last year and Gen
Munir had assured the
military’s full support of the
initiative. In his address, the
army chief also said: “We are
all a united team. God will-

ing, with the cooperation
and support of the people,
the efforts of those who dis-
tract and obstruct Pakistan’s
development journey will
fail.” He said “negative pro-
paganda and social media
trolls” would not be able to
distract from working to-
wards the nation’s prosper-
ity and development. “In
today’s era, complete inde-
pendence is not possible
without economic stability,”

and termed it a political victimiza-
tion.

The PKAMP has also criti-
cized the police and government
for what it called rulers’ tactics to
silence Mr. Achakzai. “The party
would continue its democratic
struggle despite all odds”, the
PKMAP statement stated.

pressing concerns about
its impact on already
stretched resources.

As the standoff be-
tween transporters and
authorities persists, the
Quetta-

Taftan route remains
paralyzed, leaving com-
muters stranded and busi-
nesses affected.

The simmering frus-
tration among transporters
threatens to escalate un-
less a resolution is swiftly
reached, underscoring the
precarious livelihoods at
stake along this vital trans-
portation corridor.

Heavy Rains Forecasted in
Balochistan, Flash Floods Feared

Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA: The

Balochistan Meteorological
Center has raised alarms over
an impending deluge set to per-
sist in the region until April 27.
Projections suggest a signifi-
cant surge in local river levels,
particularly impacting Nushki,
Chagai, Kharan, Turbat, Kech,
Gwadar, Awaran, Ziarat, Pishin,
Harnai, Zhob, Barkhan, and
Nasirabad, raising fears of flash
floods.

Authorities are on high
alert, bracing for the imminent
weather onslaught. Residents
are urged to exercise utmost
caution and undertake neces-
sary safety measures. The Pro-
vincial Disaster Management
Authority  (PDMA) has de-
clared a state of emergency
across the province to confront
the looming threat of flash
floods. Quetta, Noshki, Pishin
To Receive Heavy Rainfall

Anticipated weather con-
ditions spell trouble for numer-
ous districts, including Quetta,
Nushki, Pishin, Harnai, Zhob,
Barkhan, Gwadar, Kech, Turbat,
Awaran, Chagai, Kharan, Kalat,
Mastung, Jhal Magsi,
Nasirabad, Sabi, Kohlu, Dera
Bugti, Loralai, Qila Saifullah,
Qila Abdullah, Ziarat, Shirani,

and Musa Khel, with forecasts
pointing to gusty winds and thun-
derstorms. Furthermore, heavy
downpours are expected in the
northern regions. Saturday’s out-
look remains grim, with wind and
thunderstorms looming over vari-
ous parts of the province, encom-
passing Quetta, Nushki, Pishin,
Harnai, Zhob, Barkhan, Kalat,
Mastung, Jhal Magsi, Nasirabad,
Sibi, Kohlu, Dera Bugti, Loralai,  Qila
Saifullah, Qila Abdullah, Ziarat,
Shirani, and Musa Khel. The pos-
sibility of showers and thunder-
storms heightens concerns of po-
tential flooding and associated
risks. 15 MM Rain Recorded In

Panjgur
Over the past 24 hours,

cloudy conditions have persisted
across much of Balochistan. Rain-
fall measurements indicate signifi-
cant precipitation, with 15 millime-
ters recorded in Panjgur, 5 millime-
ters in Khuzdar, 4 millimeters each
in Dalbandin and Zhob, and 3 mil-
limeters in Quetta’s Samungali
area, Kalat, and Barkhan respec-
tively. Residents are urged to stay
vigilant, keeping abreast of
weather updates, and adhering to
official directives to safeguard
themselves and their communities
amidst the heightened weather ac-
tivity.

Punjab CM Maryam’s uniformed
appearance at parade causes a stir

LAHORE: Aiming for a
50-50 ratio  of men and
women in the police force,
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif
caused quite a stir on Thurs-
day when she arrived at a
passing-out ceremony for
women constables and traf-
fic assistants decked out in
a Punjab police uniform. Ad-
dressing the graduating
class at Police Training Col-
lege Chung, the chief minis-
ter said she envisioned a
time when women would
constitute half the police
force, adding that she had
directed the Punjab inspec-

tor general to increase the
number of women police of-
ficers, who currently number
around 7,000. She expressed
satisfaction that the training
of women police constables
had been conducted in line
with best international prac-
tices and modern require-
ments, and told the graduat-
ing policewomen to always
“take care of the oppressed

and dispense justice”. “Af-
ter wearing the police uni-
form for the first time, I have
realised that being a police
officer or being sworn in as
a CM is a very responsible
job.  In the chief minister’s
office, we take decisions and
you get them implemented,”
she mused. Opposition
criticises move; Punjab po-
lice say rules allow chief min-
isters to don uniform for for-
mal occasions But the chief
minister’s decision to attend
the ceremony in full police
regalia rubbed many the
wrong way, especially the
opposition PTI.
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Ziarat Juniper Forest in Peril: Ancient Trees Face De-
forestation Threat

Summan Ismail:

The Ziarat Juniper
Forest, nestled in
Pakistan’s Balochistan
territory, stands as a
testament to nature’s
splendor and history’s
embrace. This ancient
forest is renowned for
its towering, thousand-
year-old Juniper trees,
which rank among the
world’s oldest and tall-
est. This article ex-
plores the profound
significance of the
Ziarat Juniper Forest,
its historical roots, eco-
logical importance,
and the pressing need
for conservation ef-
forts.
A Glimpse into

History
The story of the

Ziarat Juniper Forest is
a journey through
time. Once inhabited
by nomadic tribes,
these Juniper trees
served as versatile re-
sources. They pro-
vided fuel, construc-
tion materials, and me-

dicinal remedies, in-
graining themselves in
the local culture. Over
generations, the forest
became a cherished
asset, safeguarded by
tribal elders.
A Global Eco-
logical Gem

In recent years,
the Ziarat Juniper For-
est has garnered inter-
national recognition for
its unique and vital eco-
system. It is an integral
part of the region’s
biodiversity, hosting a
diverse array of plant
and animal species.
Furthermore, the Juni-
per trees themselves
offer a rich source of
genetic information,
fueling discoveries in
ecology and herbal sci-
ence.
The Dark Side

of Progress
While the past de-

cade has brought com-
fort and progress to the
region, it has come at
a steep price. One in-
dustry that has thrived

at the expense of the
forest is the furniture
sector, leading to ex-
tensive deforestation.
These ancient wood-
lands, found mostly at
altitudes above 2000
meters, are under se-
vere threat. The
Ziarat region, home to
approximately 5000-
year-old Juniperus spe-
cies, faces rampant
deforestation due to
domestic fuel con-
sumption, agricultural
expansion, construc-
tion, medicinal use,
and furniture produc-
tion.

Alarming
Trends: A

Deforestation
Study

A recent report
titled “Observing Car-
bon Stock and Land-
Use Change in 5000-
Year-Old Juniper
Woods Stand of
Ziarat, Balochistan,
through a Synergistic
Methodology” con-
ducted a comprehen-

sive analysis of the
forest. The study re-
vealed a substantial
reduction in the
Juniperus tree popula-
tion from 71,005 hect-
ares to 50,311 hect-
ares between 1988
and 2018, alongside a
decline in agricultural
land in the same pe-
riod. This academic
publication also noted
a decrease in the
forest’s carbon supply,
primarily due to defor-
estation.

Protecting
Wildlife and
Promoting
Sustainable

Tourism
Conservation ef-

forts are underway to
protect the diverse
wildlife within the
Ziarat Juniper Forest.
Endangered species
such as the Asiatic
Mountain Bear, Snow
Leopard, and Markhor
call this forest home,
and preserving their
habitat is paramount.

Simultaneously, initia-
tives aim to promote
sustainable tourism,
allowing visitors from
around the world to
appreciate the forest’s
natural beauty and
ecological signifi-
cance.

The Call to
Action

The allure of the
valuable Juniper wood
has led to its exploita-
tion, with reports even
implicating authorities
in the illegal trade. To
secure the future of
this ancient forest, im-
mediate action is es-
sential. It is imperative
that we collectively
embrace sustainable
practices, raise
awareness, and curb
deforestation. Only by
doing so can we en-
sure the preservation
of this unique species
and its vital role in our
natural world. To-
gether, we must act
responsibly to safe-
guard the Ziarat Juni-
per Forest for genera-
tions to come.

The thin blue line in crisis
By Afzal Ali Shigri:

THE spotlight on
Pakistan’s police force
tends to be for all the
wrong reasons. Political
parties frequently in-
clude police reform in
their manifestos and
statements. However,
this commitment often
seems like a mere ritual.
Periodically, commis-
sions, committees, and
experts are engaged to
suggest reforms. Yet,
their recommendations
typically end up being
superficially  imple-
mented, and are ulti-
mately consigned to the
archives.

Even when reforms
are introduced, they’re
often not taken seri-
ously. If their implemen-
tation challenges arbi-
trary government deci-
sions, they’re reversed
or abandoned. It’s a
cycle where change is
promised, but meaning-
ful progress remains elu-
sive, leaving the police
system stagnant and in-
effective.

This approach has
had a destructive impact
on our policing.
Resultantly, successive
governments, instead of
considering this central
aspect of governance
when facing law-and-or-
der challenges, often
look for quick-fix solu-
tions. The easy way out
is to call in the civil armed
forces that were created
for the specific func-
tions of protecting the
borders and enforcing
the law in areas gov-
erned under special laws
for a predetermined pe-
riod.

This option has so
frequently been applied
that it has practically
become a regular feature
of law enforcement, re-

sulting in the overlap of
jurisdictions, without
delineation of the
spheres of responsibility
of two forces. Karachi is
a classic example of such
an arrangement that has
continued for many
years. According to the
law, the responsibility of
crime control and main-
tenance of peace lies
with the police. The civil
armed forces have a sup-
porting role to play.

Even when police
reforms are introduced,
they’re often not taken
seriously.

A force permanently
deployed in a certain ju-
risdiction cannot work in
a supporting role indefi-
nitely and is, therefore,
delegated policing pow-
ers for a fixed period,
creating a dichotomy in
the most important func-
tion of the state. If pro-
longed reliance on the
civil armed forces is in-
evitable, the government
should enact a special
law and assign a speci-
fied area for policing to
them so that they are held
accountable for their ac-
tions.

Here’s a summary of
common grievances
against the police:

1 The police often
resort to harsh methods
reminiscent of colonial-
era suppression, espe-
cially in the rural areas,
with little or no account-
ability for their actions.

2) The katcha area
in two provinces has
turned into a lawless no-
go zone and a safe ha-
ven for gangs of dacoits,
who resort to violent
crime in the cities and
towns and then return to
this riverine area.

3) Urban megacities
suffer from a notable po-
licing failure to control

crime, leading to the pro-
liferation of organised
crime syndicates and
rampant street crime.

4) Corruption within
the police, coupled with
undue external influ-
ences, undermines trust
in law enforcement, leav-
ing citizens with no re-
course even in the case
of minor incidents.

5) Frequent inci-
dents of terrorism per-
petuate an atmosphere of
fear among the people
who hold the police re-
sponsible for this situa-
tion.

6) A dysfunctional
criminal justice system
fails to convict criminals,
allowing them to operate
with impunity, thus con-
tinuing a cycle of crime
and victimisation, and
the police being the co-
ercive arm of the crimi-
nal justice system is held
responsible.

The routine re-
sponse to these com-
plaints includes new
draconian laws that give
vast powers to the execu-
tive, the establishment
of new law-enforcement
units/ institutions, spe-
cial courts, and funds for
fancy equipment. To
make matters worse, the
postings of officers at
command level generally
violate the rules and the
much-trumpeted policy
of merit in political mani-
festos. When these of-
ficers fail to deliver, re-
sulting in protests, they
are suspended and
penalised and
scapegoated for any fail-
ure. Successive govern-
ments have failed to re-
form the criminal justice
system, particularly its
core component, the po-
lice force.

Ironically, amidst
numerous reports from

commissions and com-
mittees, it was a dictator
who, in 2002, repealed
the antiquated colonial-
era police law. This leg-
islation addressed all
fundamental aspects of
policing, drawing from
international best prac-
tices in law enforcement.
It established an opera-
tionally independent po-
lice force democratically
overseen by civil soci-
ety. The streamlining in-
cluded upgraded com-
mand structures and
specialisation.

Moreover, it intro-
duced civil society over-
sight through various
tiers of public safety
commissions and en-
sured accountability us-
ing independent police
complaint authorities for
each police force. And
yet, this law was muti-
lated with the advent of
a political government
under the same ruler.

Subsequently, un-
der the guise of the 18th
Constitutional Amend-
ment, elected govern-
ments legislated a new
provincial police law, ren-
dering it corrupt beyond
recognition, in violation
of a Supreme Court rul-
ing declaring the police
law a concurrent sub-
ject. Strangely, the 1861
Police Act remains the
valid law for ICT, bla-
tantly flouting a high
court judgement.

In 2018, the then
Supreme Court chief jus-
tice, alarmed by public
grievances regarding
policing, convened a
committee of nine retired
IGPs under the Law and
Justice Commission of
Pakistan. Tasked with
examining key issues in
policing, the committee
proposed recommenda-
tions for government ac-

tion. These encom-
passed a standardised
model for police law, en-
hanced police account-
ability, improved inves-
tigation procedures, al-
ternative dispute resolu-
tion methods, urban po-
licing strategies,
counterterrorism mea-
sures by the criminal jus-
tice system, and legisla-
tive reforms. Comprising
both retired and serving
police officers, this com-
mittee produced a com-
prehensive report within
six months, following
rigorous consultation.
Copies of the report were
distributed to all the
provinces, with direc-
tives to consider and act
upon it in accordance
with judgements issued
by the superior courts on
related matters. How-
ever, the provinces dis-
played little interest.

The glaring lack of
action and genuine effort
towards enacting sub-
stantive reforms under-
scores the struggle to
achieve meaningful po-
lice reform.

 This inertia is fu-
elled by entrenched in-
terests and short-term
political motives that
favour a police force
lacking in accountability,
strength, and indepen-
dence, and serving the
ruling elite rather than
ensuring the safety and
peace pledged to the
public. It is imperative for
political leaders to ac-
knowledge that sustain-
able security and peace
cannot coexist with a
flawed policing appara-
tus. Instead of
scapegoating an already
compromised institu-
tion, it is time for intro-
spection and decisive
corrective measures to
rectify systemic issues.

A timeless classic
By Syed Fahim:

‘This is Pakistan…’
By Faisal Bari:

A  YOUNG man
cheated on one of his as-
signments. His professor
referred the case to the
relevant committee for
investigation and adjudi-
cation. I was, at the time,
the department chair.
The mother of the young
man called and said she
wanted to see me even
though I explained to her
that the case was with the
relevant committee and I
could not intervene in
the process. When she
came, accompanied by
one of her brothers, she
started out by saying
that she had lost her hus-
band and the young man
his father. I offered my
condolences but did
point out that since her
husband had passed
away many years ago,
this could not really ex-
plain why the young
man had cheated.

She was not thrilled
by my response. The
next thing she said was:
“It  was just cheating.
What is the big deal? It
happens all the time in
Pakistan. Do you not
live in Pakistan?”

When this outburst
was also not helpful, she
went on to tell me that
one of her brothers was
a senior civil servant
while another was a se-
nior officer in the army
and I should be aware of
the consequences if we
insisted on taking the
case further. At  that
point, I had to ask her to
leave my office.

When I narrated the
incident to the others,
the typical response
was, ‘this is Pakistan.
What did you expect?
Where do you live?’

How is asking for
quality in work an issue
of citizenship?

I do live in Pakistan
and have lived here most
of my life. Two hundred
and forty million-plus
people also live in Paki-
stan and they come in all
shapes and sizes. How-
ever normalised or
institutionalised cheating
might become, why
should we accept it as
normal?

And if some people,
and I am sure it is not
some people but many
people , do not  accept
cheating as normal, why
does that leave a ques-
tion mark on their citizen-
ship or their ability to live,
survive and thrive in this
society? It  seems that
such arguments are the
refuge of those who do
not have an argument.

Recently, I had a re-
minder of this way of
thinking from a very dif-
ferent domain. We have
some renovation going

on in our house. The
mason and other people
working on the renova-
tion say they will show
up at 8am but do not
show up till 11am; if they
do, they work at a snail’s
pace even though they
are not on a daily wage
contract, are exception-
ally careless about clean-
liness, have to be re-
minded of things con-
stantly, compromise on
the quality of work un-
less supervised all the
time (literally), and try to
make money any way
they can in procurement
and/ or usage. It is almost
as if you cannot rely on
anything they say.
When we had that dis-
cussion with their boss,
after the initial to and fro,
his response was “this
is Pakistan.

This is not how
things happen here.
Where do you think you

live? Are you sure you
have been living in Paki-
stan?”

How is not coming
to work on time a char-
acter trait? How is ask-
ing for quality in work an
issue of citizenship?

The underlying is-
sue seems to be differ-
ent. If a tailor does not
deliver your clothes on
time, what can you do?
If the breach of a verbal
promise or contract, and
in many cases in Paki-
stan even on writ ten
contracts, has no conse-
quences for the party
breaching the agree-
ment, they will not take
the contract seriously. It
will be a matter of con-
venience for them.

If the mason comes
late, what can you do?
You can shout at him,
and if he is smart he will
say ‘sorry’ but continue
doing what is convenient

for him. You can fire the
mason and change your
tailor, but the cost of do-
ing so for you can be sig-
nificant in terms of find-
ing an alternative and/ or
developing a new rela-
tionship. I

f the mason or tailor
has a big enough clien-
tele and he/ she knows
that the cost of finding
an alternative for you can
be significant, the mason
or tailor has certain lee-
way. You can keep shout-
ing and he will keep hear-
ing and not listening and
the work will continue
the same way.

This is an interest-
ing and signif icant
incompletion of the mar-
ket. If behaviour had con-
sequences — say there
was a central information
portal that rated all ma-
sons and tailors and poor
rat ings impacted the
work the mason or tailor

would get — he or she
would care.

Imagine the extreme
impact of reputational
damage: if you were late
in delivery of clothes by
one day to one client, it
would mean a complete
loss of reputation and all
future tailoring work. In
such circumstances, do
you think the tailor, bar-
ring extreme unavoidable
circumstances that are
allowed for in most con-
tracts, would fail to de-
liver on time? Of course,
this is an extreme sce-
nario to make the point.
But the provider would
take into account the ex-
tent of reputational dam-
age resulting from a
breach of contract.

Of course there can
be legal remedies for
such breaches, but the
law is an unwieldy, slow-
moving and costly way
to deal with issues. Un-

less the matter is grave
and involves a signifi-
cant money or other loss,
invoking the law for
such matters seems im-
practical and an overkill.
It has to be through po-
tential loss of business
due to reputational im-
pacts.

This will not make
the system work well in
every case, but it will
make things better, just
as the ratings on Airbnb
or Uber etc work — with
some margin of unre-
solved issues but better
than when there is no
reputational impact of
poor delivery.

It will cure this righ-
teous attitude of asking
about the other person’s
citizenship, and saying
this is how things are
done in Pakistan and im-
plying the other person
is not fit to survive, live
and thrive in Pakistan.

Environmental Samples: Urgent
Call to Safeguard Balochistan’s

Polio-Free Status
Editorial:
In a crucial stride to fortify its polio-free status, Balochistan launched an ambi-
tious anti-polio campaign, reaching out to over 2.5 million children below the
age of five. The dedication of 11,000 teams strategically positioned across the
province symbolizes a collective determination to combat the poliovirus.

However, amidst this proactive effort, unsettling news surfaces. Environ-
mental samples from Quetta, Hub, Dera Bugti, and Chaman test positive for the
virus, casting a shadow on the region’s hard-won progress. This alarming
development is a stark reminder that the fight against polio is far from over.

Polio-Free Balochistan, A Hard-Won Progress
Syed Zahid Shah, Chief of the Emergency Operation Cell, passionately

calls upon parents to actively cooperate, underscoring the urgency of ensur-
ing that their children receive the indispensable anti-polio drops. It is impera-
tive for every citizen to recognize their role in this monumental endeavor.

The collaborative spirit demonstrated by the government, UNICEF, WHO,
and various organizations is commendable. However, the recent environmen-
tal samples pose a looming threat, demanding intensified efforts and collabo-
ration. It is crucial for these entities to join hands in a unified front against the
crippling virus.

Govt And Orgs Should Intensify Their Efforts
This editorial urges the government and relevant organizations to inten-

sify their efforts, pooling resources and expertise to confront and eliminate
this newfound challenge. The preservation of Balochistan’s polio-free legacy,
meticulously upheld for over two years, demands immediate action. The time
to act is now, to secure the health and future of Balochistan’s children, ensur-
ing a polio-free landscape for generations to come.

TO be generally agreed
upon as a classic, works
should meet some com-
mon high standards for
quality, appeal, longev-
ity, and influence. Such
a work must be of high
artistic quality, at least for
the time in which it was
written. It should not
only represent that era
but also should stand
the test of time. It should
have universal appeal,
spark intellectual de-
bates, shape societal at-
titudes, and be able to
inspire generations to
relate to its message.
While the Holy Quran is
a religious scripture, let
us examine how at the
same time it is a timeless
‘classic’. Every time one
reads the Quran intend-
ing to understand its
message, one can expect
to discover a new per-
spective from the same
text that had previously
alluded to a different
meaning. This is, in es-
sence, due to the matu-
rity of thought and expe-
rience of the individual
reading the Quran — the
evolution of the mindset
between the two in-
stances of reading the
same text on two differ-
ent occasions. However,
how one benefits from it
is left to the reader, or
maybe a more apt term
should be the ‘discov-
erer’ of its message.

The Quran is a
grand sum of stories of
the past, rumblings of
the present, prophecies
of the future, rhetorical
questions aimed at unbe-
lievers, answers to the
ridiculing questions of
the disbelievers, descrip-
tion of nature and super-
nature, a teaser for what
is yet to be discovered,
explanation of what is
observed but not under-
stood, decrees for a
newly forming commu-
nity, and a lot more. The
variety and intricacy of
subjects it covers make
the Quran an ideal cata-

lyst to spark intellectual
debates and keep it rel-
evant 15 centuries later.

The Quran may
show you multiple mes-
sages on the same page.
A busy person may open
it randomly to recite just
one bit at a given time
for blessings. They may
come across an anec-
dote, a warning, a sup-
plication, or a proclama-
tion within that one
page. This is one way of
ensuring that the reader
gets the maximum ben-
efit from even short
spurts of reading the
text, instead of just
learning about one topic.
One can always find all
verses on a particular
topic, which have been
assembled and pub-
lished widely.

Alternatively, one
can look up a word or a
topic in  any modern
Quran app if that is the
intention. This is, in fact,
a higher degree of read-
ing the Quran, a sort of
consulting the book.
And this is where one
really starts discovering
the scheme and sophis-
tication of the book.

The Quran may
show multiple messages
on the same page.

One may find it per-
plexing when interre-
lated messages are
found to be intertwined
or, in other cases, scat-
tered among various
surahs and sections of
the Quran. However,
herein lies the beauty of
the scheme of assembly.
For a curious reader, this
is the start of an exhaust-
ing yet exhilarating
quest to figure out the
puzzle. Often, one finds
nuggets of wisdom on a
course, and then the trail
may seem to disappear.
Finding the next clue is
a challenge that keeps
the reader returning to
the book, deepening
one’s learning. And once
the trail is found again,
it brings the euphoria
and the urge to get to the

next discovery. This
structure also fuels the
centuries-long appeal of
the text, with each new
generation unveiling new
and improved nuances
from the scripture.

The notion may ap-
pear elusive, though, if
the reader does not even
know what the text
means. One may learn the
Arabic phonics to be able
to read the Quran judi-
ciously. But how can one
expect to feel a tug at
their heart without even
realising if the verse they
just read was a qu--estion
or an ans-w--er? It is
hence imp-erative that the
Quran should ideally be
read alongside its trans-
lation if the person read-
ing it is not a spea-ker of
the Arabic language. A
modern-day person read-
ing the Quran may find
the discourse on cosmol-
ogy, meteorology, or
anatomy simplified; but
this was the state of hu-
mans when the glorious
book was revealed. In
fact, the permanent
beauty of its verses is
evident in the fact that
human beings in all peri-
ods of history have
found wisdom in them.

The superior lin-
guistic quality  of the
Quran for its time of rev-
elation is well estab-
lished. Its enduring ap-
peal, influence, and im-
pact generation after gen-
eration are equally unde-
niable. Maybe, it is time
we open the Quran to
study it rather than giv-
ing a customary reading.
Maybe, we will discover
the hidden element
whose very narration
makes us sway back and
forth with its soulful, yet
un-decoded charm.

We have a classic in
our hands, but its under-
standing is wrapped up
in a silk ghilaf (cover), on
the top shelf of the study
cabinet. It is time we be-
gan to peruse its con-
tents carefully to dis-
cover its meaning.
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France threatens new sanctions against
West Bank settlers

Two million water bottles ordered destroyed
by French agency

Sanctions on missile parts suppliers not to
dent ties with Pakistan: US

PARIS (INP): France
is considering extend-
ing sanctions on Israeli
settlers behind vio-
lence against Palestin-
ian civilians in the oc-
cupied West Bank,
President Emmanuel
Macron's office said
he spoke with Jordan's
King Abdullah II.

The two leaders
"firmly condemned
recent Israeli an-
nouncements about
settlements" in the
West Bank, "which
are contrary to inter-
national law,"
Macron's office said in
a statement.

Tensions have
mounted in the occu-
pied territories since
the Hamas October 7
attack on Israel that

set off the Gaza war.
At least 488 Palestin-
ians have been killed
by Israeli troops or set-
tlers in the West Bank
since October 7, ac-
cording to Palestinian
officials.

In February, 28
"extremist Israeli set-
tlers" were banned
from entering French
territory.

 Last week the
European Union im-
posed sanctions on four
Israeli settlers and two
settler organisations
for

violence against
Palestinians in the
West Bank and Jerusa-
lem.

Since the start of
the year, Israeli au-
thorities have declared

nearly 1,100 hectares
(2,720 acres) of the
West Bank to be
"state land" -- twice as
much as in the previ-
ous record year in
1999, according to the
settlement watchdog
Peace Now.

The status gives
the government full
control over how the
land is used, inevitably
leading it to being de-
clared off-limits to Pal-
estinians.

Some 490,000 Is-
raeli settlers now live
in the West Bank
alongside three million
Palestinians.

Macron and King
Abdullah also spoke
about the "catastrophic
humanitarian situation
in Gaza" and ex-

pressed "great con-
cern about the per-
spective of an Israeli
offensive on Rafah,
where more than 1.5
million people are
seeking refuge, and
reiterated their opposi-
tion to such an opera-
tion," the statement
said.

"The two also in-
sisted on the necessity
of an immediate and
durable ceasefire to
allow massive deliver-
ies of urgent aid and
the protection of civil-
ian populations," it
added.

Macron also "re-
peated that the libera-
tion of hostages held
by Hamas was an ab-
solute priority for
France".

FRANCE (INP):
Perrier destroyed two
million bottles of its
famous sparkling wa-
ter suspected of being
contaminated with
"faecal" bacteria un-
der government or-
ders, the public health
agency said Thursday.

The announce-
ment of the destruc-
tion was the latest
blow for Swiss food
giant Nestle, whose
French water subsid-
iary is under a crimi-
nal investigation for
allegedly using illegal
means to purify its
mineral water.

Health authorities
in the Occitanie re-
gion of southern
France told Nestle
Waters France to de-
stroy all Perrier pro-
duction from March

10 to 14 from one of
its sources near Nimes,
the DGS health agency
said.

Nestle has said
about two million
bottles were destroyed
"out of precaution".
The company said that
Perrier bottles in stores
are safe.

Earlier this month,
regional authorities or-
dered Nestle Waters
France to "immediately
suspend" production.

The order said that
"faecal" contamination
had been registered
from March 10.

Nestle is also the
owner of the Vittel,
Contrex and Hepar
brands and French
prosecutors in January
opened an investigation
in January into its puri-
fication methods.

The company has
admitted that it disin-
fected water using
UV lamps, carbon fil-
tering and other means
that are not allowed
for "natural" mineral
waters.

The sources for
Vittel, Contrex and
Hepar brands are in
eastern France.

The DGS said
that after new checks
some water sources in
eastern and southern
France had been
closed or re-classified
as "water made drink-
able through treat-
ment". "Before these
closures, these
catchments were
treated fraudulently by
the operator," the
French health agency
said.

The investigation

has shaken the whole
of France's water in-
dustry.

Antoine de Saint-
Affrique, director gen-
eral of French food
company Danone, told
the company's annual
shareholders meeting
Thursday that its natu-
ral mineral water
sources now face "ex-
tremely rigorous"
monitoring.

Shareholders had
raised questions about
what steps were being
taken at Danone,
whose mineral water
brands include Evian,
Volvic and Badoit.

Saint-Affrique
said the company
works closely with lo-
cal farmers and indus-
try to prevent contami-
nation near its water
sources.

WASHINGTON (INP):
State Department says
Pakistan continues to be
important partner in re-
gion: Islamabad trashes
US report on human
rights as ‘unfair and po-
litically motivated’

The United States
has made it clear that the
recent sanctions im-
posed on companies al-
legedly supplying mis-
sile components to Pa-
kistan will not dent the
bilateral relations with
Pakistan.

The State Depart-
ment emphatically de-
clared that there’s ‘abso-
lutely no’ undercurrent
of discord between the
United States and Paki-
stan, despite recent
sanctions.

Addressing the
daily news briefing in
Washington on Thurs-
day, State Department
Principal Deputy
Spokesperson Vedant
Patel played down con-
cerns about political ten-
sions arising from the
sanctions, saying:

“Pakistan contin-
ues to be one of our
most important partners
in the region. There con-
tinues to be a lot of co-
operation that we have

with the government of
Pakistan, especially in
the security space and
trade sector.”

Patel recalled that
the Pakistani finance
minister was in Wash-
ington last week and
held consultations with
members of the State
Department. “This is a
robust relationship, and
we look to continue
strengthening it ,” he
added.

Last week, the Biden
administration had im-
posed sanctions on
three Chinese and one
Belarusian companies for
allegedly supplying
dual-use components
for Pakistan’s missile
programme, a charge
Islamabad rejected as in-
correct.

However, on Tues-
day, Patel clarified during
his daily briefing that
the sanctions were im-
posed because these
entities were
“proliferators of weap-
ons of mass destruction
and the means of their
delivery”.

He said on October
23, the United States had
also designated three
Chinese entities for al-
legedly supplying com-

ponents to Pakistan’s
missile programme.

“We’re going to
continue to disrupt and
take actions against pro-
liferation networks and
concerning weapons of
mass destruction pro-
curement activities wher-
ever they may occur,” he
declared.

Islamabad trashes
US report on human
rights The Foreign Office
has dismissed the as-
sessment of Pakistan’s
human rights situation in
the recently-launched
US State Department’s
Human Rights Report as
“unfair and politically
motivated” and criticised
it for lacking objectivity.

The 2023 US Human
Rights Report on Paki-
stan underscored a con-
cerning status quo in
human rights violations,
with no notable improve-
ments.

The report alleged a
range of serious issues,
including unlawful kill-
ings,  enforced disap-
pearances, torture, harsh
prison conditions, arbi-
trary arrests and a lack
of fair public trials, all in-
dicative of a broader cul-
ture of impunity.

In its response re-

leased in Islamabad on
Thursday, the Foreign
Office said: “The US
State Department’s an-
nual exercises of prepar-
ing such unsolicited re-
ports lack objectivity and
remain inherently flawed
in their methodology.

 These reports use
domestic social lens to
judge human rights in
other countries in a po-
litically biased manner.”

The FO criticised
the report for exhibiting
double standards, argu-
ing that such attitude
undermined the dis-
course on international
human rights.

“It is deeply con-
cerning that a report pur-
ported to highlight hu-
man rights situations
around the world ignores
or downplays the most
urgent hotspots of gross
human rights violations
such as in Gaza and In-
dian Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir,” the FO stated,
emphasising that only a
report with political mo-
tivations could neglect
the grave conditions in
Gaza, including the
weaponization of hu-
manitarian aid and the
killing of over 34,000 ci-
vilians.

Masood Khan calls for Pak-US cooperation
for regional peace

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):   Pakistan's
Ambassador to the
United States Masood
Khan has said that the
significance of im-
proving Pakistan's de-
fense

capabilities lies in
its challenging geo-
graphical location and
rough neighborhood.

He made these
remarks while ad-
dressing a gathering of
scholars, intellectuals
and opinion-makers
during Ambassador
Circle Series orga-
nized by World Affairs

Council of Char-
lotte in US state of

North Carolina.
The Ambassador

expressed hope for the
continuation of de-
fense ties between
Pakistan and the
United States and en-
couraged both coun-
tries to invest in both
security and non-secu-
rity areas.

The Ambassador
highlighted the threat
of counter-terrorism
saying that it has not di-
minished just because
the United States has
returned from Afghani-
stan.  He said this men-
ace poses a significant
danger not only to Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan

but also to the United
States and its allies in
the region. Masood
Khan said that for
maintaining regional
peace and stability, it is
crucial for Pakistan
and the United States
to keep collaborating
through all diplomatic
channels and tools.

He said the rapid
growth of Pakistan's
tech industry in recent
years is a promising
development in the
context of strength-
ened Pakistan-US re-
lations. He said Paki-
stan has become an
integral part of the
overall technological

ecosystem and has
made significant
strides in the tech in-
dustry.

In response to a
question regarding
Pakistan’s tourism po-
tential, the Ambassa-
dor emphasized the di-
verse range of tourism
options available, such
as adventure, religious,
and eco-tourism which
draw millions of visi-
tors from around the
world annually. He
warmly invited the au-
dience to explore Pa-
kistan firsthand and
witness the country's
abundant tourism of-
ferings.

Thunderstorm, hail alert across Punjab
 till April 29 issued

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Thunderstorm and hail
likely to occur in Punjab
from today till April 29
and Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) has issued alert
in this regard on Friday.

According to
PDMA spokesperson
there will be stormy rains
in the districts of South
Punjab from Friday 26 to
28 April. Rains will occur
in  Murree, Galiyat,

Rawalpindi, Attock,
Jhelum, Chakwal, Mandi
Bahauddin, Gujranwala
and Gujarat, said spokes-
person PDMA.

Spokesperson said
that rain is also likely in
Hafizabad, Sialkot,
Narowal, Lahore, Kasur,
Okara, Faisalabad, Toba
Tek Singh, Jhang,
Khushab, Sargodha,
Mianwali, Pakpattan and
Sahiwal. In most of the
districts there will be rain

along with hail, said
spokesperson PDMA.

According to the
instructions of Chief
Minister Punjab, the ad-
ministration is on round
the clock alert, said DG
PDMA Irfan Ali Kathia.

The DG said that
the district administra-
tion of the entire prov-
ince has been informed
about the new weather
situation. The DG di-
rected the administration

that drainage should be
ensured in low lying ar-
eas. He warned the citi-
zens to  stay in  safe
places to avoid lightning
and never go under the
open sky during light-
ning and stormy condi-
tions. Citizens are re-
quested to stay away
from electric poles dur-
ing the storm and in case
of emergency, contact
the concerned district
administration.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister's Youth Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan in a
meeting with organizers of the Lahore to Paris Rally 2024.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation on Dawoodi Bohra community called on President Asif
Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

APHC pledges to continue
struggle for securing right

to self-determination
SRINAGAR (INP):  In
Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, the
All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference has reaffirmed
the Kashmiris’ resolve to
carry  on their political
struggle till settlement of
the Kashmir dispute as
per the relevant United
Nations resolutions. Ac-
cording to Kashmir Me-
dia Service, APHC
spokesman Advocate
Abdul Rashid Minhas in
a statement in Srinagar
said that the freedom-
loving people of Kash-
mir were engaged in a
peaceful struggle to se-
cure their political right
in accordance with the
UN resolutions but the
Modi led Indian govern-
ment had employed bru-

tal tactics to suppress
the Kashmiris’ voice. He
said that the Indian
forces’ personnel were
killing the Kashmiris in
so-called cordon and
search operations and
arresting them in fake
cases for demanding
their right to self-deter-
mination. He said that
thousands of people
were lodged in various
jails of India and IIOJK
and that New Delhi was
using draconian  laws to
prolong their detention
on one pretext or the
other. The detainees in-
clude the APHC chair-
man Masarrat Aalam
Butt, Muhammad Yasin
Malik, Shabbir Ahmad
Shah, Aasiya Andrabi,
Nayeem Ahmad Khan.

Federal Minister for Defence & Defence Production, Khawaja Muhammad Asif in a group photo with
Defence Ministers of member states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in Kazakhstan.

ISLAMABAD : Inspector General of Police Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi  meet  delegation of the
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry led by its President Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari which
called on him in his office to felicitate him on assuming the charge of his office.



DAILY QUETTA VOICE Saturday, April,27,202404
PTI ‘denied’ permission to hold

Karachi power show
KARACHI (INP): The
Karachi administration on Fri-
day denied permission to Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
to hold a power show at
Karachi’s Bagh-e-Jinnah on
April 28 sources said Friday.

According to sources, the
police report stated that the
permission to hold a public
gathering was denied, in light
of potential security threats
and the recent surge in terror-
ist activities in the city.

In a report to District Com-
missioner, the Police urged
against giving permission to
PTI to hold a public gathering
as there are threats of a pos-
sible terrorist attack in the port

city.
It is important to mention

here that today the Sindh High
Court will hear the PTI plea
seeking permission to hold
power show in Karachi’s
Bagh-e-Jinnah.

Earlier, Pakistan Teheek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Sindh President
Haleem Adil Sheikh said that
the party’s public gathering in
Karachi rescheduled for May
5.

In a statement, Haleem
Adil Sheikh said that in the
party’s political committee
meeting, it was decided to re-
schedule the public gathering.
He said that now the PTI’s
public gathering would be held

adjacent to the mausoleum of
Quaid-e-Azam on May 5 in-
stead of April 28.

The PTI Sindh president
said that his party had ap-
proached the Deputy Commis-
sioner East and sought permis-
sion for the gathering.

He said that upon refusal
by the administration for a non-
objection certificate, the PTI
moved the Sindh High Court.
Haleem Adil Sheikh said that
their petition is fixed for a hear-
ing on April 26.

The PTI had announced
country-wide protest against
what it called rigging in the
elections and theft of its man-
date in the general elections.

CM Maryam 'entitled' to wear uniform,
Punjab Police issue clarification

LAHORE (INP): After con-
troversy against Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
wearing the Punjab Police uni-
form intensified, the provincial
police department Friday is-
sued a statement clarifying that
she is indeed "entitled to wear
the police uniform" as per the
Punjab Police Dress Regula-
tions.

CM Maryam, a day ear-
lier, inspected a passing-out
parade of lady constables and
traffic assistants at the Police
Training College, Chung, while
wearing a police uniform.

This move by the chief
minister not only garnered ap-
preciation but also led to criti-
cism from people.

The CM, first female to
lead a provincial government,
donned the uniform that fit her
like a glove. Carrying the po-
lice baton, the chief minister
inspected the parade atop a
jeep amid inspiring tunes of the
police band.

Taking to X, formerly
Twitter, the police wrote: "This
has been widely celebrated by

the police personnel, who view
it as a commendable show of
solidarity. The Central Police
Office has received hundreds
of messages in which police
personnel have lauded this
step."

The law enforcement de-
partment further stated that the
female police officers are, in
fact, celebrating the event, add-
ing that they have also shared
various pictures of CM
Maryam sporting the uniform.

Punjab Police also shared
a notification issued on Janu-
ary 30, 2024, allowing the pro-
vincial governor and chief min-
ister to wear the uniform on
formal occasions such as pa-
rades, while addressing police
darbars, visiting police estab-
lishments, or any such occa-
sion as specified, for encour-
aging police personnel and
troops.

The department then went
on to reveal about its commit-
ment to further improve the
law and order situation and to
continue the counter-terrorism
efforts across the country, as

directed by the chief minister
in a subsequent meeting held
at the Police Training College
Chung, Lahore.

Meanwhile, a citizen
named Waqar Ali has filed a
plea against CM Maryam for
wearing the uniform in a
Lahore court, insisting that a
person cannot wear the uni-
form of an institution.

The petitioner, therefore,
requested the court to register
a case against the Punjab chief
minister.

The court asked the peti-
tioner to submit the report of
the police station's front desk
and adjourned the hearing till
April 29.

It should be noted that
among her many critics, oppo-
sition leader in the National
Assembly, Omar Ayub Khan,
also criticised CM Maryam for
wearing the police uniform to
inspect the passing-out parade.

Terming Maryam donning
a police uniform a non-serious
act, he said the country was
being made a laughing stock
through such childish acts.

SIC second largest party in NA, ECP tells
NA secretariat

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) on Friday officially
informed the National Assem-
bly (NA) Secretariat that Sunni

Alliance Council (SIC) is
the second largest party in
National Assembly.

As per details, ECP offi-
cially notified the National As-
sembly Secretariat regarding
the party positions in NA. Ac-
cording to the ECP report,
Sunni Alliance

Council (SIC) has total 82
members including 49 from
Punjab and 33 independent
candidates after PTI-backed
candidate joined the SIC, mak-
ing it the second-l

argest party in the National
Assembly.

Sunni Ittehad Council with
82 members (including 49 from
Punjab and 33 from Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa), PPP 71, MQM
21, JUI 11, PML-Q 5, IPP 4
and MWM, PKMAP, BNP,

PMAP, BAP PML-Z each
have one member. The Elec-
tion Commission has clarified
that no specific seats have
been allocated to the Sunni
Ittehad Council.

The National Assembly
Secretariat had requested the
Election Commission to pro-
vide an updated party position,
which has now been notified.
The development came after
the NA Secretariat earlier an-
nounced that Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) backed
independent members of Na-
tional Assembly (NA) cannot
be considered

lawmakers belonging to
the Sunni Alliance Council
(SIC) yet.

According to the details,

the NA Secretariat said that it
has not been conveyed by the
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) about independent
MNAs joining

the SIC. “The PTI-backed
lawmakers would be consid-
ered independents until the
National Assembly Secretariat
receives the party affiliation
notification from

the ECP,” the secretariat
said in a statement. On Febru-
ary 18, the PTI, whose candi-
dates contested the February
8 general elections ‘indepen-
dently’, decided

to form an alliance with
the SIC. Previously, the PTI
had also announced to form a
coalition in Centre and Punjab
with the Majlis Wahdat-e-
Muslimeen (MWM) but the
move faced backlash by some
party members.

PTI senator puts forward conditions
 for talks with govt

Police to take every step for security of
business community: IGP

ISLAMABAD (INP):  In-
spector General of Police
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi
has assured foolproof security
to the business community of
the

capital city by saying that
a comprehensive strategy is
being chalked out to address
security-related issues being
faced by the community.

The Inspector-General of
Police said this while talking to
a delegation of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry led by its President
Ahsan Zafar

Bakhtawari which called
on him in his office to felicitate
him on assuming the charge of
his office.

The IGP commended the
hard work of the traders com-
munity for the development of

the country by saying that all
the concerns of the community
will be removed

by  taking all out efforts to
overcome the trust deficit be-
tween Police and the masses
and assured that  capital will
be purged off encroachments
beggary

and drug trafficking also.
He called upon the trad-

ers to extend their full coop-
eration to police in its efforts
to strengthen security and
maintain peace in the city.

Earlier, President
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari apprised the
IGP of the police related prob-
lems being faced by the

traders. He said that the
rising criminal incidents have
created a sense of insecurity

among the traders which is
badly affecting business activi-
ties and

investment prospects. He
also proposed a better liaison
between Police and traders to
overcome the issue. Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari also ex-
tended an invitation to IGP to
visit Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
which he accepted by saying
that he will pay a visit at the
earliest. The ICCI delegation
included Chairman Founder
Group Khalid Iqbal Malk, Sec-
retary General United Busi-
ness Group Zafar Bakhtawari,
Vice President Engr. Azhar ul
Islam Zafar, former SVP
Khalid Chaudhry, former VP
Saif ur Rehman,  Zia Khalid,
Assad Aziz  and Nadeem
Akhtar.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Opposi-
tion Leader in the Senate, Shibli
Faraz on Friday said that Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) is
ready for conditional talks

with Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N) led
coalition government.

In an informal conversation
with media, Shibli Faraz ex-
pressed his willingness to en-
gage in dialogue with anyone
including federal government
for the

betterment of Pakistan, but
only if the government creates
a conducive environment for
talks.

He emphasized that politi-
cal cases must be withdrawn,
and the rule of law and consti-
tution must be upheld, demand-
ing the release of PTI founder
Imran Khan,

women, and political pris-
oners, however, he stressed that
legal cases should be pursued
if they are genuine.

The PTI senator further
added that the government must
allow political freedom and stop
political victimization.

The opposition leader said
that PTI held intra-party elec-
tions for the third time, but ob-
jections were raised on the party
polls again. He warned that

political stability cannot be
achieved in such environment.
Faraz lamented that there are
differences and conflicting
views even within the Pakistan
Muslim

League (N). He specifically
mentioned Rana Sanaullah, who
he claimed was speaking differ-
ently than others. Furthermore,
Shibli Faraz emphasized that the

uncertain situation regard-
ing the PAC (Public Accounts
Committee) chairmanship
would soon be resolved.

Earlier, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan asserted that
they did not receive ‘any mes-
sage’ for dialogues nor holding
any

secret dialogues with the in-
cumbent government. Gohar
Khan said incarcerated PTI
founder Imran Khan confirmed
that he did not receive any mes-
sage for dialogues.

“We will publicly confirm
if receive any invitation for
talks,” he said. Furthermore, the
PTI chairman also rejected
holding dialogues with the in-
cumbent government and stated
that his party would not hold any
“secret talks”.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs meeting of the Federal Cabinet.

SSUET convocation held, 1177
 degrees awarded

KARACHI (INP):Sir Syed Univer-
sity of Engineering and Technol-
ogy (SSUET) here on Friday or-
ganized 27th annual Convocation
in which 1177 students of Bach-
elors, Masters and the PhD were
awarded their degrees.

Governor Sindh Muhammad
Kamran Tessori was the chief
guest at the event.

The SSUET management
also awarded 1,117 Bachelor’s, 60
Master’s, and one PhD degree.
Position holders were awarded
gold, silver, and bronze medals for
securing the highest marks in the
respective disciplines.

Addressing the convocation,
Governor Kamran Khan Tessori
said that Sir Syed University was
an ideological academic institute
that serves as an institution of
inspiration playing a vital role and
contributing towards national de-
velopment and also providing a
capable workforce internationally.

University also acts as a cata-
lytic agent for social change and

the progress of society. Sir Syed
University has equipped gradu-
ates with the necessary skills and
knowledge to succeed in their
professional endeavors and make
a positive impact on society,
Tessori added.

Governor Kamran Tessori
said that we were going to give
non-refundable loans of rupees
one hundred thousands to 10 mil-
lion to the youth who come up
with new ideas or unique business
plans. At Governor House,
around 50,000 students are get-
ting free information technology
education in different trades and
after completing a one-year di-
ploma in IT, they will be able to
earn Rs 1.5 million to 2 million ru-
pees per month.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chancellor SSUET, Jawaid Anwar
said that even in the period of re-
cession, a large number of stu-
dents preferred to enroll in Sir
Syed University, which was itself
proof of the remarkable perfor-

mance of the University. Due to
the hard work and exemplary per-
formance of the faculty and man-
agement, he said the SSUET has
become the top priority for the
new students. Chancellor Jawaid
Anwar said that in view of the
economic crisis and taking into
account the sufferings of the em-
ployees of Sir Syed University, we
are revising the salary scale.

Presenting SSUET’s annual
report for the year 2023-24, Vice
Chancellor SSUET, Prof. Dr. Vali
Uddin, said that Sir Syed Univer-
sity has now grown to 16 academic
departments offering undergradu-
ate, postgraduate, MS, and PhD
programs with more than 7,000
students and around 350 faculty
members, including 64 holding
PhDs. The Department of Applied
Computing & Emerging Sciences
has been formed under which vari-
ous programs relevant to new
emerging technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence, Cloud Com-
puting, etc. will be launched.

ISLAMABAD: PM coordinator on health, Dr. Malik Mukhtar Ahmad is being briefed regarding Sehat
Sahulat programme in State Life Corporation Islamabad, Federal Secretary for Health Nadeem Mehbub
is also accompanying him.

QUETTA: Former Member of Provincial Assembly Ms. Bushra Rand meeting with Chief Minister of
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti. Principal Secretary Imran Zirkoon is also present.

QUETTA: Abdul Mateen Akhundzada meeting with Governor Balochistan Malak
Abdul Wali Khan Kakar


