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Climate Crisis Hits Balochistan: Urgent Call for Action
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: The recent
torrential rains that have
mercilessly pounded
Balochistan, claiming the
lives of 22 individuals and
wreaking havoc on commu-
nities, serve as a stark re-
minder of the region’s vul-
nerability to natural disas-
ters. Among the most af-
fected districts, Chaman
stands out, bearing the
brunt of devastation with a
toll of eight lives lost and
widespread destruction of
homes, bridges, and roads.
The situation in Gwadar and
the Makran belt paints a simi-
larly grim picture, with flash
floods leaving vast areas
submerged and communities
stranded.

This catastrophe, how-
ever, is not just a conse-
quence of erratic weather
patterns but also a testament
to the failure of authorities
to adequately address the af-
termath of disasters. It’s been
two years since floods rav-
aged the region, leaving
many displaced and vulner-
able. Yet, the promised reha-
bilitation efforts remain
largely unfulfilled, leaving
communities exposed and ill-
prepared for subsequent ca-
lamities. Sixty homes obliter-
ated, over 100 damaged,
bridges washed away, and
roads rendered impass-
able—these are not just sta-
tistics but glaring indicators
of administrative negligence.

State Of Emer-
gency Declared
In Balochistan

As the Provincial Disas-
ter Management Authority
(PDMA) rushes to respond
to the immediate crisis, de-
claring a state of emergency
and mobilizing resources, we
cannot ignore the underly-
ing issues that perpetuate
such catastrophes. The
looming threat of climate
change exacerbates the al-
ready precarious situation in
Balochistan. Rising tempera-
tures, shifting rainfall pat-
terns, and increasing fre-
quency of extreme weather
events demand urgent atten-

tion and comprehensive
strategies.

It’s high time that au-
thorities prioritize proactive
measures over reactive re-
sponses. Immediate relief ef-
forts must be coupled with
long-term planning aimed at
building resilient infrastruc-
ture, implementing early
warning systems, and em-
powering local communities
to cope with and adapt to
changing climatic condi-
tions. Moreover, the reha-
bilitation of flood affectees
from two years ago cannot
continue to be sidelined.
Their plight serves as a grim
reminder of the conse-
quences of bureaucratic in-
ertia and political apathy.

Balochistan Can-
not Wait For

Another Disaster
Balochistan cannot af-

ford to wait for the next di-
saster to spur action. The
time for rhetoric and half-
hearted promises is over.
The lives lost and the homes
destroyed demand account-
ability, foresight, and deci-
sive action. Anything short
of a concerted effort to ad-
dress both the immediate
needs and the underlying
causes of vu lnerability
would be a betrayal of trust
and a disservice to the resil-
ient people of Balochistan.

2 Labourers Killed In
Tump Kech District

From Our Correspondent:

KECH: In a tragic
incident that shook the
tranquil town of Turbat,
two non-local individuals
were ruthlessly gunned
down by unidentified as-
sailants in the Tump area
on Sunday morning. The
victims,

 identified as
Muhammad Shahid, son of
Muhammad Siddique, and
Muhammad Naeem, son
of Muhammad Hanif, suc-
cumbed to their injuries on
the spot.

According to prelimi-
nary reports from the lo-
cal police, both Shahid and
Naeem had ventured into
the area for employment
purposes, intending to en-
gage in labor-related ac-
tivities.

 However, their aspi-
rations were tragically cut
short when they encoun-
tered the fatal aggression
of armed perpetrators
whose motives remain
shrouded in mystery.

Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti strongly condemned
the killing and vowed to
bring the terrorists in-
volved in the henious
crime to book.

The incident has sent
shockwaves through the
community, prompting
concerns over the safety
and security of non-locals
in the area.

 Authorities have as-
sured swift action, with an
intensive investigation un-
derway to apprehend
those responsible for the
heinous act.

Speaking on the mat-
ter, Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP) for Turbat, ex-
pressed condolences to
the bereaved families and
pledged diligent efforts to
bring the culprits to justice.
He urged the public to
come forward with any
information that could aid
in the apprehension of the
perpetrators.

Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar appointed
deputy prime minister

Pakistan Faces Polio Surge: Urgent Call for
Mandatory Vaccination

Dawood Ahmed:
ISLAMABAD: In a concern-

ing development, the presence of
the polio virus has been con-
firmed in various districts across
Pakistan, including the capital
city of Islamabad. The Ministry
of Health reports that 14 environ-
mental samples from different dis-
tricts tested positive for the vi-
rus.

According to the ministry’s
spokesperson, the samples in-
clude 3 from Peshawar, 2 from
Hyderabad, and 2 from Karachi
East. Additional cases were iden-
tified in Karachi Central, Kemari,
and West, each contributing to
the growing concern over the
spread of polio.

The virus was also detected
in one sample each from Sukkur,
Quetta, Kohat, and Islamabad, in-
dicating a widespread presence of
the polio virus in the country.

Children Under The
Age Of 5 Years

Must Be Vaccinated
In response to the alarming

situation, the Ministry of Health
has issued a stern directive, urg-
ing parents to ensure that all chil-
dren under the age of 5 receive
compulsory polio vaccinations.
This preventive measure is cru-
cial in protecting children from the
debilitating effects of polio.

The ministry emphasizes the
significance of timely vaccina-
tions to curb the spread of the vi-
rus and prevent its potentially
severe consequences. Authorities

are working tirelessly to address
the situation,

and citizens are urged to co-
operate with health officials to
eliminate the threat of polio in the
affected areas. The news comes
as a reminder of the collective re-
sponsibility to maintain high vac-
cination coverage and eradicate
polio from Pakistan, contributing
to global efforts to make the
world polio-free.

NEWS DESK: Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar was given
the additional charge of deputy
prime minister on Sunday, ac-
cording to a notification issued
by the Cabinet Division.

The appointment comes at
a time when PM Shehbaz and
Dar, along with other ministers,
are in Saudi Arabia to attend the
World Economic Forum’s
(WEF) special meeting on Glo-
bal Collaboration, Growth and
Energy.

According to the notifica-
tion, the appointment was made
by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif “with immediate effect
and until further orders”.

Before Dar taking the role,
the last deputy prime minister
of the country was Chaudhry
Pervez Elahi, then of PML-Q,
who was appointed to the po-
sition in June 2012. Dar served
as federal minister for commerce
and investment in the 1997-99
government of Nawaz Sharif
and has twice served as federal
minister for finance, economic
affairs, revenue and statistics
(1998-99 and 2008). Prior to his
first assignment as a federal
minister, he was appointed min-
ister of state/chief executive of

Pakistan Investment Board (PIB)
from 1992 to 1993. He also served
as president of Lahore Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. In 2008,
Dar briefly assumed the duties of
federal finance minister but re-
signed from the position after PML-
N decided to part ways with the
PPP-led coalition government at the
centre. He also served as the fi-
nance minister for the then-Prime
Minister Nawaz’s government in
2013. Dar was reappointed as the
finance minister of Pakistan from
September 2022 till the end of the
coalition government’s tenure in
August 2023. Despite being the

PML-N’s go-to finance expert for
decades, he was surprisingly made
the minister of foreign affairs when
PM Shehbaz picked his new look
cabinet in March of this year, with
his preferred finance portfolio go-
ing to Muhammad Aurangzeb.

Dar has long been seen as a
key part of Nawaz Sharif’s inner
circle. In a Dawn editorial from 2017,
it was said that under Nawaz’s lead-
ership, “the former finance minis-
ter wielded maximum influence,
practically acting like a deputy
prime minister heading more than
four dozen committees in various
spheres”.



EDITORIAL Sunday, April,28,202402

QUETTA VOICE
Editor: Asim Khan

Evolution of Pashtun Wedding Traditions:
 A Balochistan Love Story

CHANDNI KAKAR:

In Pakistan’s Pashtun
areas, where traditions
run deep and family ties
are paramount, wed-
dings are not just cel-
ebrations of love but
also complex negotia-
tions of social and finan-
cial arrangements.
Among the many cus-
toms observed, one of
the most significant is
the practice of Walwar,
akin to the bride price
seen in  Pakistan’s
Pushtun areas as well as
in neighboring Afghani-
stan.

In the Balochistan
province, nestled amidst
the craggy mountains
and arid plains, lies a
small Pashtun village
named Gulzarabad. Here,
the rhythm of life is dic-
tated by age-old cus-
toms and traditions, and
weddings are the pin-
nacle of societal events.

Amidst the prepara-
tions for the wedding of
Zainab, the daughter of
a respected Pashtun el-
der, Malik Abdul
Rahman. Zainab, a vision
of grace and modesty,
has caught the eye of
Shahid, a young man
from a neighboring vil-
lage, whose family has
long-standing ties with
the Rahmans.

The negotiations
for Zainab’s wedding
begin in  earnest as
Shahid’s family sends a
formal proposal to Malik
Abdul Rahman. Gath-
ered in the humble court-
yard of the Rahman
household, the families
embark on the intricate
dance of negotiations, a
delicate balancing act
between tradition and
practicality.

The bride’s price,
known as Walwar, hangs
heavy in the air as both

families deliberate over
its amount. Malik Abdul
Rahman, a man of prin-
ciple, is keenly aware of
the pitfalls of exorbitant
bride prices. He under-
stands the burden it
places on young grooms
and their families, often
leading to financial strain
and debt.

Drawing inspiration
from the winds of change
sweeping through the
region, Malik Abdul
Rahman proposes a mod-
est bride price, one that
reflects the true essence
of the tradition without
succumbing to its ex-
travagance. His stance is
met with nods of ap-
proval from both fami-
lies, signaling a departure
from the ostentatious
displays of wealth that
have become all too com-
mon. The negotiation
process, though lengthy,
is imbued with a sense of

mutual respect and un-
derstanding. Both
families recognize the
importance of preserving
their heritage while
adapting to the realities
of the modern world. It
is a testament to the re-
silience of Pashtun cul-
ture, where tradition
evolves without losing
its essence.

As the auspicious
day dawns, Gulzarabad
comes alive with the
sounds of joyous cel-
ebration. The village el-
ders gather beneath the
ancient banyan tree to
witness the solemniza-
tion of vows, a sacred
bond forged amidst the
timeless backdrop of
rugged mountains and
vast expanses.

Zainab, radiant in
her bridal attire, steps
into the adorned car, a
symbol of her journey
into a new chapter of life.

With Shahid by her side,
she embarks on a path
paved with hope and
promise, guided by the
wisdom of generations
past.

In the weeks that
follow, whispers of the
wedding of Zainab and
Shahid echo through the
narrow lanes of
Gulzarabad, a testament
to the triumph of love
over tradition. Their
union serves as a beacon
of hope for future gen-
erations, a reminder that
amidst the complexities
of life, love endures, and
traditions evolve.

And so, in the heart
of Balochistan, where
the winds of change
blow softly across the
rugged landscape, the
customs of old and the
dreams of tomorrow
converge in harmony,
weaving a tapestry of re-
silience and renewal.

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for
 Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Kakar:

Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alarming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment,
and infant and maternal
mortality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment. The unmatched
policies and irrelevant
development strategies,
along with poor gover-
nance, have resulted in
extreme underdevelop-
ment of the province.
Though the bleak pic-
ture of the province is
noticeable to all deci-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
ing critical poverty lev-
els in red, Balochistan’s
political and intellectual
spheres remain sharply
divided.
Balochistan’s
Political And
Intellectual
Spheres Di-

vided
Amidst the current

devastating scenario in
the province,
Balochistan’s political
and intellectual spheres
are sharply divided.
Supporters of the latter
viewpoint draw upon
global examples of suc-
cessful development
strategies, particularly
the establishment of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in various na-
tions.

Learning from glo-
bal case studies, the po-
tential of Balochistan as
a resource-rich province
with vast ecological and
topographic diversity,
coupled with its strate-
gic location, warrants a
paradigm shift towards
infrastructure develop-
ment and economic
growth. It is evident that
uplifting the economic
status of the populace
will pave the way for the

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help
approaches. Failure to
adapt to this evolving
development approach
over the past 70 years
serves as a stark re-
minder of the need for
change.

Potentials of
the Province
Ensure the
Success of

SEZ
Balochistan, often

referred to as the “fruit
basket” of Pakistan,
stands out as a resource-
rich province boasting
the largest landscape
and the longest coast-
line spanning 770 kilome-
ters. Despite its un-
tapped wealth in various
minerals, Balochistan re-
mains underdeveloped.
Its diverse ecological
and topographic zones
allow for the experience
of different seasons si-
multaneously, with in-
habitants enjoying both
the coldest and hottest
regions in the province
within one division.

Deng Xiaoping was
impressed by the unbe-
lievable emergence of
development in
Singapore quoted once
that when visited Lee
Kuan and asked how I
can make China as
Singapore and his re-
sponse was to establish
the SEZs and affirmed
the establishment of one
thousand SEZs in China.

The province’s stra-
tegic location grants it
access to two interna-
tional borders with Iran
and Afghanistan. Its rich
resources, including
minerals, natural gas,
agriculture, livestock,
forests, and fisheries,
offer a solid foundation
for intensifying the em-
phasis on Special Eco-

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potentials not
only justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve as a
guarantee of their suc-
cess.
SEZs The Only

Option
Ensuring the full

operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) already identified
commenced in
Balochistan stands out
as the foremost priority
area for intervention. The
establishment of small
and medium-scale indus-
tries within these zones
will not only create em-
ployment opportunities
but also incentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering urbanization.
This industrial growth at
the grassroots level will
facilitate the much-
needed trickle-down ef-
fect, addressing the
pressing needs of the
populace.

The momentum for
expediting the establish-
ment of industries is be-
ing further strengthened
by the concurrent devel-
opment of private hous-
ing schemes announced
and currently under con-
struction by the real es-
tate dealers. These initia-
tives will compel the
working class to seek
improved living stan-
dards, thereby enhanc-
ing the overall quality of
life in Balochistan.

Urbaniza-
tion promotion
and establish-
ment of new

cities
Addressing the

challenge of scattered
population in
Balochistan is para-
mount to ensure effec-
tive social and infrastruc-

ture development. The
dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit costs
of development and
maintenance of services.
Moreover, it contributes
to the prevailing law and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political insurgencies
and religious terrorism.

To address this
challenge, the establish-
ment of new cities and
towns across the prov-
ince is essential. How-
ever, given the budget-
ary constraints and the
heavy investment re-
quired for establishing
new cities, leveraging
the existing SEZs areas
as new cities presents a
viable solution. The de-
velopment of these
SEZs into fully func-
tional urban centers with
basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
climatic disasters such
as earthquakes, floods,
and droughts, as wit-
nessed in  areas like
Ziarat, the Green Belt,
Gider (Kalat), and Pishin.

Transforming SEZs
into new cities not only
addresses the challenge
of scattered population
but also provides a stra-
tegic opportunity to spur
economic growth and
development in
Balochistan. It facilitates
urbanization, enhances
access to services and
infrastructure, and con-
tributes to stability and
security in the region.
Therefore, prioritizing
the development of
these SEZs into new ur-
ban hubs can be a game-
changer for
Balochistan’s sustain-
able development

agenda.
Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private

sectors
The Government of

Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing on
thematic areas such as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etly dwindling by the ap-
pointment of heads from
junior officials who lack
the influence to navigate
bureaucratic hurdles or
garner support from
higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges
by not providing an en-
abling environment for
these officials.

To address these is-
sues, it is imperative to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

 These individuals
should possess local
knowledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au-
thorities within the gov-
ernment. This approach
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clout and influence to
drive meaningful
progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles
effectively.

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming of
Balochistan at the na-
tional level.

Hybrid pitfalls for PML-N
BY Abbas Nasir:

HYBRID set-
ups have internal power
struggle built into them.
Like me, if you find
some of the statements
confusing — signalling
differences of opinion
within the top tiers of
the major political par-
ties — you must deter-
mine whether this is a
precursor to something
dramatic or merely a
struggle to create some
elbow room in the
straitjacket these par-
ties find themselves in.

Apologies for the
mouthful above. Before
you give up on this col-
umn and move on to
the next, let me explain
what I am trying to say.
Just as the PML-N is
contributing to the
establishment’s ever-
expanding footprint (as
did the PTI before it),
it is also clear the party
isn’t exactly content
with the status quo.

Don’t you con-
sider it bizarre that

while Shehbaz Sharif is
the prime minister and
party supremo Nawaz
Sharif’s daughter
Maryam Nawaz holds
the reins to Pakistan’s
biggest province, with
over 50 per cent of the
country’s population
and votes, senior lead-
ers such as Rana
Sanaullah and Javed
Latif continue to moan
and groan about how
the ‘real’  power is
vested elsewhere?

If Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif func-
tions as a junior part-
ner in a hybrid regime,
where he takes the back
seat in key areas such
as the economy, law
and order, and control
of all federal law-en-
forcement/ investiga-
tion/ intelligence agen-
cies, surely he can’t be
happy governing with
these and other con-
straints.

The PML-N isn’t
alone in this struggle
for space as similar

mixed signals come al-
most daily from the PTI
as well.

For instance, the
party’s favourite candi-
date for finance minis-
ter could make it only
to the foreign ministry,
while a rank outsider,
who was elected sena-
tor from Punjab by the
PML-N but didn’t
bother to reciprocate by
joining it, is the interior
czar.

The prime
minister’s niece and
Punjab chief executive
appeared reluctant to
allow the transfer of a
police officer serving as
Lahore’s top cop to
Islamabad Police as its
chief, merely because it
was so willed by the in-
terior minister. Every-
one knows where he
draws his power from
and, therefore, he pre-
vailed. His denial of any
friction with the prime
minister didn’t change
the reality.  Both
Shehbaz Sharif and

Maryam Nawaz ap-
peared helpless and
couldn’t stop this
policeman’s transfer.

Such slights might
be an integral part of
hybrid regimes, which
politicians willingly ac-
cept as they feel their
political future and lon-
gevity in office hinges
on them. Still, it must
be hurtful.

So how do they air
their disappointment
while, at the same time,
keeping onside their
establishment benefac-
tors? Well, they let the
Rana Sanaullahs and
Javed Latifs hold forth
about who is who in
the country’s power
structure and point out
its flaws. Obviously, all
this is done in the hope
of exerting some pres-
sure on the powers that
be for a few conces-
sions, so a little space
is secured in decision-
making.

They may have de-
cided to ride on the

coat-tails of the estab-
lishment to power, but
they also understand
that in the ultimate
analysis whatever po-
litical capital is at stake
it is theirs alone to lose.
Ergo, the quest for a
little more elbow room.

As it is, any upturn
in the economy will be
credited to the military-
steered SIFC and any
fallout from the IMF-
mandated belt-tighten-
ing, inflation and unem-
ployment will fa ll
squarely on the PML-
N’s shoulders, further
eroding its electoral
prospects whenever
the next elections are
held.

The PML-N isn’t
alone in this struggle for
space as similar mixed
signals come almost
daily from the PTI as
well,  with one top
leader talking of politi-
cal reconciliation one
day and being shot
down by others in the
party the next.  One

moment, you hear a
party stalwart saying
there is no point in talk-
ing to other political
parties, and that dia-
logue can only take
place with the real rul-
ers such as

‘the army chief and
the DG ISI’, and the
next moment he is con-
tradicted by Imran
Khan himself.

As far as the estab-
lishment is concerned,
it appears to have one
unambiguous message:
it isn’t interested in a
dialogue or in offering
any other concession to
the PTI that gives
Imran Khan more
space than he already
commands on account
of his sizable public
support. It is a zero-
sum game with the PTI.

Therefore, the es-
tablishment is happy to
lead a hybrid regime be-
cause it hopes that it is
the safest bet to revive
the economy, which it
identified as an existen-

tial threat to the coun-
try and, by implication,
to itself. Unless some
dramatic development
forces a change in its
approach, this senti-
ment will prevail.

In Pakistan’s case,
this ‘dramatic develop-
ment’ could well come
in the shape of the next
chief justice or the
chief of army staff if
there are no hitherto
undisclosed extension
plans, as in a country
which has seen the sys-
tematic, single-minded
destruction of institu-
tions, appointments to
the top slots of key in-
stitutions assume great
significance.

I am afraid this
trend will continue till
political parties, with-
out exception, abandon
their pursuit of short-
cuts to corridors of
power through partner-
ships with extra-parlia-
mentary forces and
start relying on the sup-
port of their electorate

alone to get into gov-
ernment.

My guess is that,
given that any such
fundamental change
isn’t likely in the fore-
seeable future, hybrids
of one sort or another
— ie, with one perma-
nent player and a re-
volving door policy to
choose the junior part-
ner — will continue,
regardless of the con-
sequences. So expect a
lot more of meaning-
less, often combative
rhetoric that leads to
nowhere.

For the love of my
beloved land, where
some 40pc of the
population lives below
the poverty line, where
a staggering 26 million
children are out of
school and where ba-
sic health facilities and
potable water are like
gold dust, I earnestly
hope that even this
deeply flawed system is
able to deliver some
basics to the people.

Balochistan Needs Action, Not
Another Failed Polio Campaign

Editorial:
The news of a children in Chaman and Dera Bugti contracting polio, in
Balochistan after three years, is a damning indictment of the provincial health
department and donor agencies entrusted with this critical public health mis-
sion. While a targeted vaccination campaign is a welcome response, it’s a mere
bandage on a gaping wound.

Imported Solutions Don’t Work
For far too long, a top-down approach relying on imported solutions has

dominated our fight against polio. We, the people of Balochistan, have the
indigenous knowledge and cultural understanding necessary to effectively
combat this disease. Yet, our voices and workable solutions are consistently
sidelined.

The presence of poliovirus in environmental samples since last August is
a glaring failure of our health department. This isn’t just a recent oversight; it
exposes a systemic weakness in surveillance and outreach programs.

Where are the culturally sensitive campaigns that educate our communi-
ties in the local languages? Where are the efforts to address vaccine hesitancy
through dialogue and trust-building with local leaders? We need an overhaul
of the health department’s approach, one that leverages the strengths of our
communities and fosters ownership over public health initiatives.

Donor agencies must also shoulder some of the blame
Have they critically evaluated the effectiveness of their funding, or have

they simply perpetuated a cycle of dependence on external solutions? We
urge them to invest in building the capacity of our local healthcare system and
empower Balochistanis to take charge of their health outcomes.

The upcoming vaccination campaign is crucial, but it cannot be a one-off
effort. We need a sustained, multi-pronged approach that integrates local knowl-
edge, strengthens healthcare infrastructure, and prioritizes community engage-
ment. Only then can we truly eradicate polio from Balochistan and safeguard
the health of future generations.

This is a wake-up call. Let Balochistan not be known for this resurgence of
a preventable disease. Let’s work together, with our own solutions at the fore-
front, to banish polio for good.

Clashing realities
BY Tariq Khosa

HOW to restrain  a
powerful, overweening
and tyrannical state is
the key challenge we
face today. The institu-
tions of restraint on ex-
ecutive excesses are the
rule of law and demo-
cratic accountability.
The mood of discontent
is writ large as we wit-
ness the politics of hu-
bris and humiliation. The
powerful have rigged the
system to perpetuate
their privileges. The toxic
brew of hubris reflects a
dystopian saga.

However, to govern
a democratic society re-
quires contending with
disagreement, said
Michael Sandel in The
Tyranny of Merit. Poli-
tics, for some of us, in the
words of Ben Ansell,
“signals the distasteful,
venal conniving of poli-
ticians”, but fundamen-
tally, politics “is about
how we make collective
decisions”. It is impor-
tant to manage “inevi-
table disagreements”.
This is why “we can’t
avoid politics or wish it
away”, Ansell writes in
Why Politics Fails.

Elections have win-
ners and losers, but their
legitimacy through a fair
process is crucial. We
have the police and
armed forces to protect
us, but who will protect
us from them? We need
to answer this question.
We have often looked for
arbitrary alternatives
through ‘strong’ military
rulers who could get
things done, but those
were ‘false gods’. We
need solutions within a
constitutional frame-

work. “While politics is
imperfect, it may be our
last best hope to reach
common ground,” says
Ansell, identifying five
areas to focus on: de-
mocracy, equality, soli-
darity, security and pros-
perity.

The deep state’s
behind-the-scenes po-
litical engineering may
be a tactical win for the
string pullers, but it re-
flects their much larger
strategic failure with re-
gard to our democratic
future. To the declared
winners went the spoils,
leaving the declared los-
ers with the burning
sensation that the elec-
tion was illegitimate, and
the stolen mandate
could not be accepted.
What happens when the
will of the people is vio-
lated? A classic example
was the 1936 victory of
Spain’s left-wing party
that the disgruntled
right-wing politicians
conspired to overthrow,
resulting in the Spanish
Civil War and Gen
Franco’s 36-year rule. In
Pakistan too, the military
has ruled, cumulatively,
for more than three de-
cades, due to political
infighting. We cannot
afford another gridlock
leading to misadventure.

Humility can be a
bulwark against absolut-
ism, and an antidote to
the present era of griev-
ance. According to
Frank Bruni, “We live in
an era defined and over-
whelmed by grievances,
by too many peoples’
obsession with how
they’ve been wronged
and their insistence on
wallowing in ire.” He

correctly avers that “the
ascent of identity politics
and the influence of so-
cial media … were better
at inflaming us rather
than uniting us”, and pro-
moting “a self-obsession
at odds with community,
civility, comity and
compromise”.Bruni calls
it “a problem of humility”,
in his forthcoming book
The Age of Grievance. He
talks about character and
how a society holds itself
together. “It does that
with concern for the com-
mon good, with respect
for the institutions” and
says that “governing, as
opposed to demagogu-
ery, is about earning oth-
ers’ trust and coopera-
tion.” Tolerance shares
its DNA with respect as
it “recognises that other
people have rights and
inherent values even
when we disagree vehe-
mently with them”, Bruni
concludes.

In Pakistan’s con-
text, institutions like
courts, law enforcement
and intelligence agencies
have lost the trust of the
citizens. This is simply a
failure of governance be-
cause of institutional hu-
bris. The institutions of
restraint, that promote
the rule of law and en-
force accountability,
stand exposed. The po-
lice, to my mind, is the
worst culprit, or a tooth-
less victim, which has
acted as an instrument of
persecution wielded by
conniving, cruel, shad-
owy and unaccountable
elements of the deep
state. When exposing a
crime is treated as com-
mitting a crime, it is noth-
ing other than tyranny.
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Hezbollah says fires drones and guided
missiles at Israel

BEIRUIT (INP):
Lebanon's Iran-backed
Hezbollah movement
said Saturday it had tar-
geted northern Israel
with drones and guided
missiles after cross-bor-
der Israeli strikes killed
three people, including
two of its members.

A statement from
the group said it
"launched a complex at-
tack using explosive
drones and guided mis-
siles on the headquar-
ters of the Al Manara
military command and a
gathering of forces from

the 51st Battalion of the
Golani Brigade".

The Israeli army
said its Iron Dome air-
defence system "suc-
cessfully intercepted a
suspicious aerial target
that crossed from Leba-
non into the area of
Manara in northern Is-
rael".

The army also
"struck the sources of
fire" of several anti-tank
missiles launched from
Lebanon into the
Manara border area, it
added.

Lebanon's National

News Agency later re-
ported that an Israeli air
strike on a house in
Srebbine village had
wounded 11 people, one
seriously.

Earlier Saturday, Is-
raeli fighter jets "struck
a Hezbollah military
structure in the area of
Qouzah in  southern
Lebanon," the army said
in a statement.

The border between
Lebanon and Israel has
seen near-daily ex-
changes of fire since the
Israel-Hamas war in Gaza
began nearly seven

months ago.
In two separate

statements earlier Satur-
day, Hezbollah mourned
the deaths of two fight-
ers from the villages of
Kfar Kila and Khiam.

It said  they had
been "martyred on the
road to Jerusalem", the
phrase it uses to refer to
members killed by Israeli
fire.

Overnight Saturday
to Sunday Hezbollah
said it had launched doz-
ens of rockets at the Is-
raeli military base at
Meron, northern Israel.

Pope Francis meets prisoners and artists
 in first visit to Venice

PEMRA urges IHC to exclude Justice Sattar
from audio leak case

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The Pakistan
Electronic Media
Regulatory Authority
(PEMRA) has for-
mally appealed to Jus-
tice Babar Sattar of
the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) to step
aside from overseeing
the audio leak case.

PEMRA – a key
party in the audio leak
case – has filed a
supplementary appli-
cation before the IHC
ahead of its forthcom-
ing hearing scheduled
for Monday, around
the contention that
Justice Sattar should
recuse himself from
the case due to a pre-
vious IHC bench hav-
ing already addressed

a similar matter.
The application

underscores the impor-
tance of continuity, ad-
vocating that the bench
previously involved in
a related matter should
continue to handle the
ongoing petitions. Jus-
tice Sattar was presid-
ing over petitions filed
by Najam Saqib, the
son of former Chief
Justice Saqib Nisar,
and Bushra Bibi, the
spouse of former
Prime Minister Imran
Khan.

Saqib’s petition
challenges a parlia-
mentary committee’s
inquiry into an alleged
audio recording
wherein he purport-
edly sought a bribe for

a ticket of Pakistan
Te h r e e k - e - In s a f
(PTI). On the other
hand, Bushra Bibi con-
tests an inquiry initi-
ated by the Federal In-
vestigation Agency
(FIA) regarding her
purported conversa-
tion. During previous
hearings, Justice
Sattar had directed the
intelligence agencies
and the Pakistan Tele-
communication Au-
thority (PTA) to trace
the origin of the leaked
audio. Additionally,
PEMRA was in-
structed not to broad-
cast unauthorised or
leaked conversations
of individuals.

However, state in-
stitutions, including in-

telligence agencies,
highlighted the chal-
lenge of addressing pri-
vacy breaches, attrib-
uting the leaks to
smartphone apps.
PEMRA Chairman
Mriza Saleem Baig in-
formed the court about
the active role of the
Council of Complaints
in taking action against
TV channels airing un-
verified and personal
conversations.

Reports from the
Intelligence Bureau
(IB) and the Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI)
highlighted the techni-
cal complexities in-
volved in tracing the
source of audio leaks,
citing encryption as a
significant obstacle.

Volcano erupts in east-
ern Indonesia, spews
miles-high ash tower

MALUKU (INP): A vol-
cano in eastern Indone-
sia erupted on Sunday
morning, spewing an
ash Uower more than
two miles into the sky
and prompting officials
to warn people to keep
away. Mount Ibu, lo-
cated on the island of
Halmahera in North
Maluku province,
erupted at 12:37 am (1537
GMT Saturday) and sent
a thick column of dark
smoke and ash west of
the peak. The eruption
lasted more than three
minutes and the ash tow-
ered 3.5 kilometres (2.2
miles) above the peak, an
official at Mount Ibu's
monitoring post, Axl
Roeroe, said in a state-
ment on Sunday.

"To residents and
tourists near Mount Ibu,
please do not conduct
any activity within a two-
kilometre radius (of the
crater)," he said. The
alert level for the 1,325-
metre (4,347-foot) vol-
cano remained at a two
on the four-tiered system
and there was no evacu-
ation order after the erup-
tion. But authorities
urged people to wear
face masks and glasses
when doing outdoor ac-
tivities and to anticipate
falling volcanic ash. In-
donesia, a vast archi-
pelago nation, experi-
ences frequent seismic
and volcanic activity.

‘Expensive’ dog
stolen from

Rawalpindi house
in broad daylight
RAWALPINDI (INP): In
an absurd story of crime,
a dog was stolen from a
house in Rawalpindi in
broad daylight on Sun-
day.

A CCTV video
showed two men on a
motorcycle approaching
the house in a housing
society in Rawalpindi
today and making off
with the dog in a cloth
bag. The owner believes
the dog to be worth
Rs700,000.

Despite the sus-
pects being clearly vis-
ible in the video, police
have not been able to
track them down and re-
cover the pet.

Bani Gala house
robbed of Rs30 million in
diamonds and cash
Burewala teens shoot
friend dead after playing
PUBG.

VENICE (INP):
Pope Francis offered
encouragement to
prisoners, artists and
young people in
Venice on Sunday,
with his first trip of the
year testing his mobil-
ity and resilience after
a number of health
scares in recent
months.

The 87-year-old
pope travelled by heli-
copter, motorlaunch
and golf buggy, hop-
ping the city's famed
canals on his first visit
to Venice since he be-
came

pontiff in 2013.
He started the day by
flying directly into a
women's prison
where the Vatican has
set up a multi-media
exhibition that is part
of the Venice

Biennale -- a pres-
tigious international art
show that has never
been visited by a pope

before.
The unusual deci-

sion to house the Holy
See pavilion in the jail
highlighted Francis'
repeated calls for so-
ciety to rally around
the poor and neglected,

including prison
populations. "Prison is
a harsh reality, and
problems such as over-
crowding, the lack of
facilities and re-
sources, and episodes
of violence,

give rise to a great
deal of suffering. But
it can also become a
place of moral and
material rebirth," he
told inmates and
guards on Sunday.

"Let us not forget
that we all have mis-
takes to be forgiven
and wounds to heal,"
he said, before meet-
ing some of the artists
who put together the
exhibition

entitled "Through

My Eyes". Art should
be used to help rid the
world of racism, in-
equality and a fear of
the poor, the pope told
them.

Francis then met
a group of young Ve-
netians in front of the
imposing Santa Maria
della Salute basilica,
with Venice's Grand
Canal as a backdrop,
reading out

a long speech pep-
pered with impromptu
comments. "Is this bor-
ing?" he asked at one
point, to cries of 'no'.
"You are very polite,"
he said, to laughter.

The pope urged
young people not to
spend their life glued
to their smartphones,
saying it was vital to
get out and help other
people, rather than be
self-absorbed. "If we
always focus on our
self, our needs, and
what we lack, we will

always find ourselves
back at the starting
point, crying over our-
selves with a long
face," he said.

The half-day visit
to Venice was the
pope's first trip beyond
Rome since a brief
journey to France last
September.

He had been due
to attend a climate
change conference in
the United Arab Emir-
ates in December, but
pulled out shortly be-
forehand after coming
down with influenza.

Francis uses a
cane or a wheelchair
to move around due to
a knee ailment, and
suffers from repeated
bouts of bronchitis and
flu.

He unexpectedly
withdrew from a Good
Friday procession in
March "to preserve his
health", but has looked
well since then.

44 outlaws held, narcotics,
weapons seized

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Islamabad Police appre-
hended 44 outlaws from
different areas of the city
during the last 24 hours
and also recovered nar-
cotics and

weapons from their
possession.

A public relations
officer said that, follow-
ing the special direc-
tions of the Inspector
General of Police (IGP) in
Islamabad, Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi, the

Islamabad Police
has intensified the
crackdown against the
criminal elements in or-
der to eliminate the crime
in the city.

Meanwhile, Kohsar
police arrested an ac-
cused, namely Atif
Shahzad, and recovered
210 grams of heroin from
his possession. The
Karachi Company police
team

arrested two ac-
cused, namely Daniyal
and Muhammad Aamir,
and recovered 167 grams
of ice from their posses-
sion. The Ramna police
team arrested an ac-
cused,

namely Rashid
Maqsood, and recov-

ered 14 dancing pills and
65 grams of ice from their
possession.

Likewise, the
Sumbal police team ar-
rested two accused, in-
cluding a lady, namely
Noreen Bibi and
Abdullah, and recov-
ered 170 grams of ice from
his possession.

The Tarnol police
team arrested the ac-
cused, namely Imran
Yousaf, Ahmed Gul,
Bilawal Khan, and Sheraz
Khan, and recovered
2450 grams of heroin,
seven liquor

bottles, and 155
grams of ice from their
possession.  The
Shalimar police team ar-
rested three accused, in-
cluding Tahir Ali, Waqas
Jalil, and Sameena Bibi,

and recovered one
Kalashnikov, 55 grams of
Ice, and two dancing pills

from their possession.
Similarly, the Indus-

trial Area police team ar-
rested two accused,
namely Iftikhar Ahmed
and Muhammad
Taimoor, and recovered
30 liters of liquor and
one 30-

barrel pistol from
their possession.

The Shams Colony
police team arrested five
accused, namely Bilal,
Farhan, Arslan,
Muhammad Nadeem,
and Kashif, and recov-
ered 515 grams of heroin,
180 grams

of hashish, and 84
grams of ice from their
possession. The Kirpa
police team arrested two
accused, namely
Muhammad Usama and
Muhammad Saleem, and
recovered 582 grams of
hashish from their pos-
session.

Pakistan recovers
Rs86bln from
power thieves,
defaulters in
crackdown

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
has recovered Rs86 bil-
lion during a country-
wide power theft across
the country, according
to the data revealed by
Power Division on Sun-
day.  To minimize the
losses in the power sec-
tor, the caretaker govern-
ment and military leader-
ship of the country in
September decided to
launch a countrywide
crackdown on power
thieves. Pakistan has so
far recovered Rs86 bil-
lion fine during a coun-
trywide crackdown on
the power pilfers while
over 65,000 people have
been taken into custody
from September 1 till
date. In a separate devel-
opment, the federal gov-
ernment.

ISLAMABAD: PM’s Coordinator on Climate Change & Environment Coordination Romina Khurshid
Alam awarding medal to the winner in Margalla Hills Half Marathon, held at MHNP.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation on Dawoodi Bohra community called on President Asif
Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.
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Arrest Warrant of Mehmood Khan Achakzai

Suspended Until Next Hearing
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The arrest warrant
issued for Mehmood Khan
Achakzai, the prominent leader of
the Pashtoonkhwa Milli Awami
Party (PKMAP), has been sus-
pended by a local court in Quetta.
The court of Magistrate Nine
Quetta suspended the arrest war-
rant of the seasoned politician
upon an application filed by the
President of the Quetta Bar Asso-
ciation, Qari Rehmatullah Advo-
cate, and other lawyers. The sus-
pension comes as a temporary re-
lief for Achakzai until the next hear-
ing scheduled for May 31.

The decision to suspend the
arrest warrant was made during a
court session, wherein Magistrate
Nine deemed it appropriate to
withhold the warrant until further
proceedings, according to
Naseebullah Kasi, one of the law-
yers challenging the arrest war-
rants of Achakzai, who informed
the Daily Quetta Voice.

This move effectively delays
any potential legal action against
Achakzai until the upcoming hear-
ing. “The court is going to declare
this case null and void very
soon,” Mr. Kasi claimed.

The issuance of the arrest
warrant had caused a stir in politi-
cal circles, as Mahmood Khan
Achakzai, the chairman of
Pashtunkhawa Map, faced immi-
nent arrest.

 The warrant, issued by the
Judicial Magistrate, instructed the
police to apprehend Achakzai and
present him before the court on
April 27.

However, with the warrant
now suspended, the legal battle
surrounding Achakzai’s case
takes on a new dimension.

 The decision to suspend the
warrant raises questions about the
underlying reasons and the po-
tential implications for the ongo-
ing legal proceedings.

As the case unfolds, politi-
cal circles eagerly await further
developments and insights into
the legal complexities surround-
ing Mehmood Khan Achakzai’s
situation.

The next hearing on May 31
is expected to shed more light on
the matter and determine the
course of action moving forward.

Gillespie to coach Pakistan in red-ball cricket,
Kirsten in white-ball cricket

LAHORE (INP): The Pakistan
Cricket Board has confirmed Ja-
son Gillespie as the red-ball head
coach and Gary Kirsten as the
white-ball head coach of

the Pakistan men’s cricket
team. Azhar Mahmood has also
been confirmed as an assistant
coach across all formats. The
three appointments have been
made for a two-year period follow-
ing a recruitment process.

Kirsten will take charge of the
side immediately after completing
his assignment in the Indian Pre-
mier League. During his tenure,
besides the upcoming ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup 2024 and other
bilateral white-ball series, Kirsten
will also be in charge of the side
for next year’s ICC Champions
Trophy 2025 in Pakistan, ACC T20
Asia Cup 2025 and the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup 2026 in India and
Sri Lanka.

Gillespie will assume respon-
sibilities for the ICC World Test
Championship fixtures against
Bangladesh (at home in August),
which will be followed by Tests
against England (at home in Oc-
tober) and South Africa (away in
December) in the 2024-25 season.

 “I extend my congratulations
to Jason Gillespie and Gary
Kirsten on their appointments as
the red and white-ball head
coaches of the Pakistan men’s
cricket team, respectively. Their
stellar track records precede them,
and I warmly welcome them to the
Pakistan cricket family.

“Jason’s coaching career has
been marked by success both at
the domestic and international
levels, with a focus on player de-
velopment and achieving excel-
lence in team performance. Gary’s
coaching career has been marked
by his ability to instill a winning
mentality, develop young talent,
and achieve success at the high-
est levels of the game, making him
one of the most respected and
sought-after coaches in cricket.

“In this background, I have

every confidence that their exper-
tise will guide our players to reach
new heights, aligning with their
inherent talent and the expecta-
tions of our passionate fans.
These high-quality appointments
also present a remarkable oppor-
tunity for our players to glean in-
sights from these seasoned pro-
fessionals, refining their skills and
fortifying their cricketing acumen.

“The PCB is unwavering in
its commitment to furnish the na-
tional team with top-tier resources
and facilities, fostering an envi-
ronment conducive to unlocking
their full potential and consistently
delivering stellar performances.”

“I am grateful to the PCB for
their faith in my abilities and giv-
ing me the honour of coaching
one of the most highly-regarded
and talented cricket teams in the
traditional format of the sport.
Leading the Pakistan cricket team
is a big achievement for any coach,
given its rich legacy and passion-
ate fan base.

“I love Test cricket and be-
ing able to focus on that is some-
thing I like very much. I also love
the fact that there is so much tal-
ent in Pakistan. I like to think that
I can help in some way to grow
and develop the players. I want
to win Tests – that is why I am
taking this role. I love winning and
I know we have got the skill to
make that happen.

“The ICC World Test Cham-
pionship is the ultimate in the Test
format. I understand this cycle is
likely to prove too great a task as
we would need to win a lot of
matches in a short space of time
to have any chance of making the
final, but aspiring to be in that fi-
nal, and to winning it, has to be a
medium- to long-term goal for us.

“Ultimately, it is all about
playing the style of cricket we
want to play, one that helps us
win matches, excites the public
and puts smiles on the faces of
everyone connected with Paki-
stan cricket.

“Within Pakistan we have a
number of high-quality  fast
bowlers and being able to utilise
them will be a key part of any suc-
cess we enjoy. But we have qual-
ity in all departments – pace, spin,
batting and keeping. We have all
bases covered. It is exciting to
know we have that talent and I am
looking forward to working with
such talented players.

“I understand there will be
expectation and that comes with
the role. All I can do is to take it in
my stride and I would not have
taken on the job if I did not think I
could deal with it.”

“It’s a tremendous honour to
be entrusted with the responsi-
bility of coaching the Pakistan
men’s national team in white-ball
cricket and to rejoin the interna-
tional cricket arena after some
time. I eagerly anticipate this op-
portunity and aim to contribute
positively to the Pakistan men's
national team in limited-overs
cricket.

“One of the beautiful aspects
of cricket is its universality. Across
cultures, there’s a shared under-
standing when we discuss the
game. My goal is to unite the Pa-
kistan men’s white-ball team, har-
nessing their considerable talents
towards a common objective, and
achieving success together on
the field.

“My perspective on Pakistan
cricket has remained consistent
over time. There’s always an in-
herent expectation for the team to
perform at a high level consis-
tently. However, in team sports,
maintaining peak performance is
not always guaranteed. As a
coach, it’s immensely gratifying
to assist players in unlocking their
full potential. I eagerly anticipate
collaborating with the individual
players and the team, facilitating
their growth and development.

“For cricket enthusiasts glo-
bally, Pakistan players are a famil-
iar sight, showcasing their skills
across various platforms.

International powers do not want stability in
Pakistan, says member Türkiye Parliament

Ali Sahin says Türkiye, Pakistan can play a leading role in the region
ANKARA  (INP): Ali Sahin mem-
ber of Türkiye Parliament and
Chairman Türk-Pak Parliamentary
Friendship Group has categori-
cally stated that International
powers do not want stability in
Pakistan and do not see it devel-
oped and prosper.

 “There are several conspira-
cies being hatched to weaken and
divide Pakistan, this issue need
to be address properly”, said Ali
?ahin who is also central leader of
the current ruling Türkiye Justice
and Development Party (AKP) in
an interview to a selected group
of journalists, along with Shabana
Ayaz head of Türk Pak Women
Forum was also part of the panel.

Ali Sahin got his higher edu-
cation in Karachi and served in
Türkiye missions in Pakistan at
various capacities and has a lot
wonderful memories for the coun-
try. In the interview apart from
shedding light at various interna-
tional issues shared his personal
experience and good memories
during the period he got educa-
tion in Pakistan, he is found of
Pakistani cuisines.

Ali Sahin said that Pakistan
is situated at very important geo-
graphical position and it is very
important for country to be eco-
nomically stronger. Political and
economic stability is crucial for
Pakistan enabling to play a lead-
ing role in the region.

To a question about the cur-
rent awful situation in Palestine
he said “We are trying our best to
bring to an end to the present
horrifying situation”. Türkiye and
Pakistan are two twin sons of the
Islamic and they can play a lead-
ing role to culminate the reign of
terror let loose by the aggressor
Israel, but there exist no such
mechanism at present to deal with
the situation.

Continuing, he said Islamic
countries are poor and have lim-
ited sources and when the west-
ern countries interfere in our prob-
lems and problems increase mani-
folds. He reminded the United
States came to solve the problem
of Afghanistan, and for almost 10
years its butchered million of

people but the problem was still
unsolved, “Terrorism did not cul-
minates but increased”.

He is advocate of further ce-
menting the existing ties between
two brotherly Islamic countries
Turkeye  and Pakistan through
boosting trade, defense and cul-
tural activities.

Ali Sahin regretted that eco-
nomic and trade relations be-
tween Türkiye and Pakistan are
not strong enough. There exists
a bilateral trade of only 1.2 billion
dollars between the two counties
which is negligible. The popula-
tion of Pakistan is 25 million, while
the population of Türkiye is eight
and a half million and the level of
trade needed to be boosted.

He added existing barriers
between the relationships must be
removed. In the last 10 years, our
relationship with Pakistan in the
defense sector has grown consid-
erably. The Türkiye has made re-
markable achievement in the de-
fense sector. There is a need to
run a common defense project
between Türkiye and Pakistan.

To bring peace to the Middle
East, the relationship between
Türkiye and Pakistan should be
improved and strengthened. The
mechanism between Türkiye and
Pakistan should be strengthened.

He pointed out that Türkiye
is working on an important project
of developing roads, linking four
neighbor countries including
Türkiye, Iraq, Qatar and Emirates
and in the end its connection with
west to boost trade activities.

He suggested that Pakistan,
Iran and China also need to be-
come partners in this project be-
cause Pakistan is working on a
very important game changer
project of CPEC (China Pakistan
Economic Corridor) which will
change the trade balance in the
whole world.  He said that If both
the projects are interconnected
they will bring a revolution glo-
bally.

“I have told Foreign Minis-
ter Haqqan Fidan that there is an
urgent need to connect these two
projects. It will also bring eco-
nomic, political stability and re-

gional security.
Answering the question of

dual citizenship, Ali Sahin said that
Turks consider themselves Paki-
stani citizens and Pakistanis con-
sider themselves Turkish citizens.
The problem of dual citizenship
is not a problem of Türkiye but of
the European Union. Türkiye is
trying to become a part of the
European Union. The European
Union does not allow us to have
dual citizenship. It will take time,
but Pakistanis should consider
themselves citizens of Türkiye.

On the question of provid-
ing health insurance to over-
stayed visas and illegal residents
in Turkiye, Ali Sahin said that dis-
cussions are underway with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Paki-
stan Embassy and Ambassador
Dr. Yusuf Junaid to resolve this
issue. We are making efforts to
resolve the issue and provide fa-
cilities. Turkiye's efforts to be-
come part of Europe have some
obstacles. Pakistani authorities
and Turkish authorities are mak-
ing efforts to resolve this issue
legally. A meeting is expected in
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
next month, in which we will try
our best to resolve this issue.

Ali Sahin added that diplo-
matic and parliamentary relations
are not enough for enhancing ties
between the countries, but the
exchange of cultural activities is
must to bring people closer to
each other. Türkiye is thinking of
making a drama on Mahmud
Ghaznavi. Pakistani dramas
should also be aired on Turkish
channels. He said that I liked Pa-
kistani drama Kashko l and
Dhuhan very much.

While sharing his education
experience in Pakistan, he told
Shabana Ayaz that when I went
to Pakistan for study, the people
of Karachi welcomed me saying
that you have come to your sec-
ond homeland, but I used to tell
them that this is not my second
homeland, but it is my own home-
land.   Before I went to Pakistan in
1990, I had two choices, one was
Saudi Arabia and the other was
Pakistan.

LESCO detected 75,276 power
pilferers in 222 days

LAHORE  (INP): Lahore Electric
Supply Company (LESCO) has
detected a total of 75,276 connec-
tions from where the customers
were pilfering electricity in all its
circles of five districts (Lahore,
Sheikhupura, Nankana Sahib,
Kasur and Okara) in 222 days of
grand anti-power theft campaign.

LESCO spokesman told the
media here Sunday that the com-
pany had also submitted FIR ap-
plications against electricity
thieves, out of which 71,540 FIRs
had been registered in respective
police stations, while 30,031 ac-
cused had been arrested. The
LESCO has so far charged a total
of 90,769,366 detection units
worth Rs 3,376,105,222 to all the
power pilferers.

Grand anti-power theft op-
erations against electricity
thieves are being conducted on

the directives of the Federal
Power Division and the LESCO
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) En-
gineer Shahid Haider was super-
vising these operations. The
LESCO chief vowed that the op-
erations would continue without
any discrimination until the com-
plete end of electricity theft. The
electricity pilferers as well as the
LESCO officers and employees
who facilitate them were also be-
ing brought to justice.

The spokesman added, the
LESCO found 304 customers
stealing electricity through vari-
ous means and 144 cases had
been registered against the ac-
cused, while five accused were
arrested during the last 24 hours.

On the 222nd consecutive
day of the anti-power theft cam-
paign, he mentioned that large
commercial consumers were

found involved in electricity theft
and all of them were also discon-
nected and charged with detec-
tion units. Among the seized con-
nections, he explained, 11 were
commercial, 03 agricultural, 01 in-
dustrial and 289 domestic, and all
these connections were discon-
nected and charged with a total
of 229,841 units as detection bill
amounting to Rs 5.629 million.

Apprising the media about
some major power pilferers, he
mentioned that LESCO charged
Rs 380,000 detection bill to an elec-
tricity pilferer in Phoolnagar; Rs
245,000 detection bill to another
power pilferer in Saddar area of
Phoolnagar; Rs 150,000 fine in the
form of detection bill to a customer
stealing electricity in Satto Katla
area of Lahore; and Rs 140,000 fine
to a power pilferer in Shahdara
Town.

Managing Director of International Monetary Fund calls Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz on the
sidelines of a special meeting of the World Economic Forum.

BEIJING: A group photo of Ambassador of Pakistan to China H.E. Mr. Khalil Hashmi with panelists at
“ Pakistan Professionals and Students Forum” hosted by Pakistan Embassy.

BEIJING: Mr. Mike Liu, Vice President Centre for China & Globalisation, Mr. John Zhao, Director
of external relations of the Global Young Leaders Dialogue, Ms. Lucy Tong, Strategy and Police
Consultant at AIIB, Mr. Biman Liyanage, Al expert and Mr. Najeeb Haider, Director General, AIIB
speaking at a panel discussion during “ Professional and Students Forum.

QUETTA: Activists of Anjuman Tajiran Balochistan hold a protest in favor of their demands in front of
the press club.


