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Secretary Information Emphasizes Access to
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Information as Cornerstone of Democracy

sultation meeting organized by
the National Endowment for
Democracy  (NED)  in

Staff Reporter:

G
forts in support of the Right to
Information Act, highlighting
the potential of its full imple-
mentation to conmbulc lo lhc

Vi :
tives. During the meeting, Adil
Jahangir, Bahram Lahri, and
Bahram Baloch from NED pre-
sented acomprehensive fture

Balochistan, on Sccre-
tay ouran Klan refeated the

opment,and the establishiment
of robust i

action plan,
cacy effort, collaboration with
an

cess to information in foswnn
healthy, knowledgeable, and

chrdmg ther progress of
the Access to Information Act,
Khan informed the participants

civilized societies.
Khan

that
transparency and governance
could be significantly improved
through widespread access to
information, affirming that ev-
ery citizen holds the right to
access information—a corner-
stone of democracy. The meet-
ing, attended by a host of no-
table figures including Director
General Public Relations
(DGPR), Noor

that
had been established both at the
federal level and in various prov-
inces, with efforts underway
to establish commission:
Balochistan. He assured that the
appointment of a Chief Infor-
mation Commissioner and In-
formation Commissioners
‘would soon follow.

Director General Public
Relations

Khetran, Syed Tanveer Akhtar,
Saced Ahmad Shahwani,
Manzoor Ahmed Magsi,
Taimoor K Kakar, Abil

Khetran also spoke atthe cvcnl
outliningthe Department of In”
formation and System Public
Relations” initiatives for RTI

engagement with the Informa-
tion Commission to further the
cause of the Right to Informa-
tion Act.

Moving forward, the De-
partment of General Public Re-
lations plans to leverage its so-
cial media platforms to dissemi-
nate information and raise
awareness about the Right to
Information Act.

Additionally, a survey is
slated to be conducted to gauge
public sentiment and under-
standing regarding access to in-
formation laws. The consulta-
tion meeting marks a significant
step towards advancing trans-
parency, accountability, and

and several
govemmenlofﬁcmls witnessed
discussions centered around the
implementation of the Access
toInformation Act. Khan com-
mended NEDs advocacy ef-

Khetran

stressed the need for connecliv—

principles in
the

dquettavoice@gmail.com

SC orders to sale

INasla Tower land,

to compensate
affectees

KARACHI (INP):; The Su
preme Court (SC) has directed
the authorities concemed to sel
he land and compensate th
bifccices of Nasla Tower—

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
tron-in-Chief United Business
.M. Tanveer
has said that the life of late SM
Munir is a beacon light for the
business community of the
country and he would continue
o

building
azed on the apex court’s order

‘The top court headed b;
hen CJP Gulzar Ahmed had

rdered the demolition of the

I15-storey residential complex
in June 2021 due toillegal con+
truction.

Since then, the court ha
directed the builders to refund
the affectees of the residential
and commercial units withi
three months.

During the hearing today
at Karachi registry, the the Nasl
Mower affectees counsel ap

rised the top court that th
gui]der of the residential com.
lex had passed away leaving
s clients in limbo.

The court then directed

the affectees to approach th
fficial assignee with the rel
vant ownership documents.

Justice Qazi FaezIsa als

rdered placingan ad in news
papers for the sale of the land.)

same spirit from the platform
of United Business Group in
pursuance of the mission of his
late father.

le was speaking as chief
guest of the plaque unveiling
ceremony of S.M.Munir audi-
torium’ atIslamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) here on Thursday. It's
worth mentioning here that late
S.M.Munir was a renowned in-
dustrialist, former President
FPCCI, former Chief Executive
TDAP and the founder Patron-
m Chlcfof the United Business

i SVE———.
ness community all over the
world was considered as the
backbone of the cconomy of
each and every countryand the
United Business Group will
continue to serve it without any
discrimination for its success
and prosperity.

=

Petrol, diesel
prices set to fall
in Pakistan

KARACHI (INP): Petroleum
prices in Pakistan are likely to
2o down in theupcoming fort-
nightly review as global oil
prices continue their downward
trend, privatety channelsaid on
Thursday quoting sources.
¢ price of petrol de-

creased by $1.86 per barrel to
$107.16 per barrel, while the
price of diesel in the global mar-
ket recorded a fall of $4.3 per
barrel to $104.76 per barrel,

Following the global trend,
the petrol price likely to
down by RsS per liter in the
domestic market. Similarly, the
price of diesel mag fall by
Rs7.85 per liter for consumers
in the Pakistani market.

Duringlast review, the fed-
eral government increased the
petrol price by Rs 4.53 per li-
ter, and the price of diesel by
RS 8.14 per liter

‘The petrol was currently
being sold at Rs293.94 per liter
while the High-Speed Diesel
Ivas available at Rs 290.38 per
i

Oil prices in international
market were lttle changed on
Thursday as falling fuel demand
in the U.S.., theworld’s biggest
oiluser, amid signs of a slowing
economy contended with con-
cems for a widening conflictin
the key Middle East producing

gion.
Brent crude futures edged

up 9 cents to $88.11 a barrel at
0420 GMT, afier falling 0.5%
in the previous session.

Life of late SM Munir beacon light
for business community: SM Tanveer

coummg the achievements of
S.M. Munir vowed to follow
his. foolpnma for the cause of
the business community. He
narrated some of the success of
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry under his
headship like signing ofan MoU
with Gulberg Greens for the
construction of a state of the
art expo center, Acceptance of
aproposal for the construction
ofan Indu:mal Estate,
g of an agreement
wm;‘ CDA ot the up gradation

President Federation of Paki-
stan Chambers of Commerce
and Industries (FPCCI), Atif
Ikram Sheikh said that late
S.M.Munir was his mentor and
role model and that he holds
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry in high es-
teem especially ifs President

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, He
added that FPCCl was working

ifferent
markets, Establishment of the
Mediation Council at ICCI for
settling rent matters between
tenants and owners, holding of
asuccessful Business Oppor-
tunities Conference in Dubai,
Establishment of NADRA fa-
cilitation Centre at ICCI, instal-
lation of filtration plams in
commercial as well as residen-
tial areas of Islamabad. provi-

day and night to i
some very important sugges-
tions in the coming budget for
the benefit of the country as
wellas. i i

sion of
institutions, mstzllﬂuon of
CCTV cameras and their link-
age with safe city pro]:cl and
holding

President ICCI Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari while re-

of
hance the soft image of |he
country.

Is there

As a developing country
deeply intertwined in the glo-
balindustrial chains, China has
been providing the world with

and high-quality

ity between m-
missions in different provmces,
echoing the sentiment of earlier
briefings by NED representa-

and civil sociely m uphold the
fundamental right of access to
information.

products. But

U.S.-led West has been cn(hu-
siastically hyping China’s so-
called “overcapacity” in new
energy vehicles (NEVs),
Tithium-ion batteries and pho-
tovoltaic products.

Is China’s productive ca-
pacity excessive as some West-
emers hype or insufficient to
meetglobal demands?

In economics, only when
a pmductivc capacity exceeds
global marketdemands can it be
called ov erca acity. Take NEVs.
as an example. Despite “over-
capacity” allegauons. China’s
supply capacity in NEVs still
cannot meet global demands.
Data speaks. According to the
rescarch firm EVTank, the glo-
bal sales of NEVs reached 14.65
million units in 2023, a year-
on-year increase of 35.4 per-
cent. In the same year, China
produced 9.587 million NEVs
and sold 9.495 million units, up
35.8 percent and 37.9 percent

overcapacity or insufficient supply
in China’s new energy?

Mir Salam Jogezai

40 million units under the Stated

Policies Scenario (STEPS), and

over 45 million units under the

Announced Pledged Scenario

(APS). In this context, China’s
g

3 terawatt-hours (TWh) in the
STEPS and about 3.5 TWh in
the APS. To meet that demand,
over 50 new gigafactories would
be needed by 2030 in the
STEPS, and close to 65

behind the world’s future de-
mands. Even if China maintains
anannual growth rate of 20 per-
cent in production, itcould only
produce around 34 million
NEVs by 2030, which is still
below |he global demand.

[EV production line at
the NIO Second Advanced
in Hefei,

Among the 9.495 million
units sold, approximately 8.292
million NEVs were consumed
in China —a 33.5 percent growth
from 2022, and around 1.2 mil-
lion units were exported over-
seas —up 77.2 percent year-on-
year. This clearly demonstrates
the balance between the pro-
duction and sales in NEVs. In
addition, most China-produced
NEVs were consumed domes-
tically, contradicting the West-
ern allegation that Chinese
cheap cars are “flooding” and
“distorting” the global market.

According to Global Elec-
tric Vehicle Outlook 2023 e

Base
cast China's Anhui Province. /

inhua

Moreover, whether China
can maintain an annual growth
rate of 20 percent in NEV pro-
duction is, toa large degree, de-
pendent on its lithium-ion bat-
terymanufacturing. According
to the Ministry of Industry and

Itisalso worth noting that
key minerals are vitalin lithium-
ion battery manufacturing. An
astounding 60 percent of
lithium, 30 percent of cobalt,
and 10 percent of nickel de-
mands were directed to EV bat-
teries in 2022, marking a sub-
stantial shift from five years
earlier when these shares were
15 percent, 10 percent and 2
percent respectively. In thi
context, ashortage of high-qual-
ity supply is more likely to be
a reality than overcapacity in
the future.

The West also accuses
China of “unfair” NEV subsi-
dies. Admittedly, the Chinese

cign NEV companies as well.
For instance, American firm
Tesla received Chinese state

subsidies for more than 100,000
Vehicles soldin the country in
2020 for a combined amount of
2.123 billion yuan ($329 mil-
lion).

NEV subsidies are not
China-unique. For the goal of
“carbon neutrality” and “carbon
peak,” a number of countries
have launched subsidy schemes
for EVs and plug-in hybrids
Since 2016, Germany has been
offering a purchase grant to new
vehicles — 4000 euros ($4261)
for non-hybrid electric cars and
3000 curos ($3196) for plug-in

hybrids.

The French government
has offered buyers acash incen-
tive of between 5,000 euros
(85327) and 7,000 curos
(87457) to getmore EVs on the
road. Under the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, the USS. offers a tax
credit worth up to $7,500 to
those who buy NEVS, and
$4,000 for used EVs.

In this context, China’s in-
dustrial policies have nothing to
be hyped about.

‘The Chinese government
is committed to atfracting for-
cign enterprises to build facto-
ries in China, enhancing the re-
silience of domestic industrial
chains, buu:ung cmploymcm
and achievi “dual carbon’
targetat an ilir date

Western hype of China’s
overcapacity is a pure lie. The

the
total output of China’s lithium-
ion batteries rose 25 percent
year-on-year to over 940 giga-
watt-hours (GWh) last year, ac-
counting for i

incentives to support start-up
companies in the early days of
NEV development. However,
withthe growth of China’s NEV

eradu-

percent of the global capacity.
But in the meantime, the
IEA c:nmznc: that battery de-

leased by the
ergy Agency (IEA), total EV

mand is
Cantly” by 050, reaching over

ally pulld back o these subs-

" Itisalso worth noting that
the Chinese government has
been offering subsidies to for-

rapid P of China’s
NEV industry is a result of the
country’s cost advantages and
its efféctive integration of in-
dustrial chains. Instead of con-
taining China, the U.S.-led West-
ern countries should conform to
economiclaws and market rules.
Cooperation with China is the
best solution to sustained
growth.
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Quetta Gas Explosions: Urgent Calls
for SSGC Accountability and Gas
Load Shedding Schedule

Edito

The recent spate of gas-related explosions in Quetta has cast a dark shadow
over the city, leaving behind shattered lives and a community grappling with
grief. The incidents in Eastern Bypass, Nawan Kali, and Kuchlak have not only
resulted in severe burn injuries to innocent individuals but have also exposed
the pressing need for a comprehensive and immediate review of safety proto-
cols surrounding gas infrastructure in the region.

Consumers Bore The Brunt Of SSGC Inefficiency

The most heart-wrenching episode unfolded near Quetta East Bypass
Bhosa Mandi, where a house, torn apart by a gas explosion, became a tragic
testament to the vulnerabilities faced by Quetta’s residents. A family, compris-
ing a husband, wife, and five children, bore the brunt of the blast, suffering
severe burns that have left them fighting for their lives in the burn ward of Civil
Hospital in Quetta,

The incident in Kuchlak further adds to the distressing narrative, with
four individuals from the same household falling victim to another gas explo-
sion. The fact that such incidents occurred in separate localities raises grave
concerns about the overall safety standards and practices in place.

Silent Menace Of Gas Leaks Pose A Serious Threat
Quetta, it scems, has become a city under siege, besieged not by external

Balochistan’s Climate Cris

: Impact, Causes, and Solutions

Brtoetistam,regiomot—Ter. These practices have N is experiencing rising Balochistan’s cli-
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It is disheartening to note that Quetta has been no stranger to gas-related | ———————— come from fruitsales has . glaciers, partly caused for safeguarding
tragedies in recent times. Each incident not only inflicts physical harm on the Primary Causes Ex-  further strained the peratures: by a deadly heatwave, Bajochistan’s environ-
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responsibility falls squarely on the shoulders of the authorities.
SSGCShould Not Evade Accountability

The Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC), being the custodian of gas infra-
structure, must not evade accountability in the face of such calamities. The
lack of responsiveness from the company’s head office in Karachi to inquiries
from Daily Quetta Voice is both perplexing and unacceptable. In times of crisis,

and and the SSGC must step
up to address the concerns and queries of the affected community.

One of the glaring issues highlighted in the aftermath of thes¢ incidents is
the need for a structured schedule of gas load shedding. The prevailing chilly
weather in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan exacerbates the situation,
leading to prolonged and unannounced load shedding, The hide-and-seek of
gas supply has become a dangerous game, and it is the innocent consumers
who pay the price.

In this editorial, we call upon the Sui Southern Gas Company to take
immediate and decisive action. The company must announce a clear schedule
of gas load shedding, ensuring that consumers are aware of the timings and
can plan accordingly. Moreover, there is an urgent need for the SSGC to en-
gage in a proactive campaign to create awareness among consumers about
gas safety measures.

SSGCMustAnnounce Schedule Of Gas Load Shedding

The safety of Quetta’s residents should be non-negotiable, and the SSGC
must collaborate with local authorities to conduct thorough investigations
into the recent incidents. Only through a transparent and accountable ap-
proach can the root causes be identified and rectified, preventing similar trag-
edies in the future.

As the injured continue their arduous journey towards recovery, the en-
tire community watches and waits for tangible actions that will guarantee the
safety and well-being of Quetta residents in their homes. The Sui Southern Gas
Company must rise to the occasion and prove its commitment to the safety of
the people it serves. The time for decisive action is now.

Striving in uncertainty

By Nadeem Hussain

AN employment opportuni- places for creativity and
£AK‘5‘AN S youth ies should be the prior- advancement. The US
dominated the discourse ity Successive govern- has led with the unicorns
on the Feb 8 general elec-  ments in the past two  (start-ups valued at over
tions and has stayed at decades have come up S billion) formany years,
the centre of the debate  with programmes like the  owing to its top-quality
pre- and post-ballot Prime Minister’s Laptop higher education, robust
counts. Some analysts Scheme, ~E-Rozgar, venture capital ecosys-
attribute the pollupsetto  Ehsaas Pa- tem, ial cul-

- 3 of Environment and Cli- i -
tation. cspecially the  tionsDuring  mate. Change. Ny Multiple Fac priter is a Balochistan-
cutting ofjuniper forests  Severe Droughts:  Ahmed. emphasizes that tors and the Dased journalist and can
in Ziarat, and the use of ———~ "5 ' climate change is a glo- Way Forward: 5 contacte
fuel in win- Past severe _bal problem. Bak (@kakarChand97707

Debt, climate, inflation

By Ali Taugeer Sheikh:

DFBT dlimate, and jn.  ME€tngS- dos and her climate fi- like Pakistan, the initia- expanding MDB lending
ZFEBT, climate, and in- The details will nance envoy Avinash tive has encouraged the for climate and sustain-
flation have in recent emerge slowly and be Persaud, who had ini- inclusion ofaclause that able development by
yearsbecome important  reflected in the G20 tially proposed the initia-  would stipulate atempo-  $1tr,iv) funding loss and
planks of the spring policy decisions during ~tiveat Glasgowat COP27 rary suspension of inter- damage from climate
meetings hosted by the the year. in 2022. It has won sup- est payments on debt. change, and v) making
World Bank and IMF. While Pakistan was  port from IMF chief The additional financial the financial system
The agenda for this busy negotiating the Ex- Kristalina Georgieva, in ~resources for rebuilding, more shock-absorbent.
year’s meetings, which tended Fund Facility addition to that of the itis argued, should be in This has catalysed
concluded lastweek, in-  with the IME, key issues World Bank, UN, the the form of grants, in- a global debate on sys-
cluded finding ways to of particular interestto it French and UK govern- stead of loans. Pakistan ~temic reform and coordi-
reform the global finan- were discussed at the ments and several coun- has a vested interest in nated action on climate

cial architecture, spring meetings: i) rever-  tries of the Global South.  the success of the and development. Most
‘mobilise additional de- salof development gains  The initiative has since Bridgetown Initiative.  remarkably, its articula-
velopment and climate and increase in poverty been actively advanced Ithas built an envi- tion on supporting the

finance, and strengthen levels, ii) addressing the through key interna- ronment for the V20 establishment of the
international coopera- burden of public debt tional forums including Accra-Marrakech Loss & Damage Fund
tion to address multiple thatis crowding out cru- the Paris Summit on a agenda on  debt has helped create an en-

global crises, especially cial investments, i) ‘New Global Finance ~sustainability. abling environment for
Their impacton develop-  strengthening globalco- Pact’ in June and the Launched at the about $750 million in
ing countries. For us in  operation and COP28inDecember2023. 2023 spring meetings, it pledges to the fund.
Pakistan, these issues multilateralism, and iv) Pakistan has thus far seeks to reform the glo- The Bridgetown
blend with the country’s  reaffirming the commit-  taken a back seat. bal debt architecture to Initiative was akey topic
economic vulnerabili- ment to the SDGs. The Bridgetown Ini-  better address debt of discussion at this
ties, climate imperatives, The conceptof debt tiative secks to unlock li- ~ sustainability  chal- i

and foreign policy com-  sustainability generally quidity support through  lenges. The Vulnerable

pulsions. Are we doing refers to the ability of a six key actions: Twenty is a coalition of

enough to integrate country to manage its First, providing im- 55 climate-vulnerable ing power structures. It
themat the policy level? debt without unrealistic mediate liquidity sup- developing countries, faces political and tech-

The agenda of the adjustment to the balance ~port, including rechan- and an offshoot bloc of nical challenges in re-
spring meetings has of income and expendi- nelling at least $100 bil- ~the broader Climate Vul-  shaping the global finan-
evolved over the years ture or the growth of its lion of unused special nerable Forum launched ~cial system to better ad-
from simpler institutional - economy. Pakistan is eli- drawing rights through in2015. dress the debt and li-
issues to redesigning gible under the Chinese- equitable mechanisms. It has advocated quidity needs of devel-

3
g

the new voters. How- kistan, Prime Minister’s ~ ture, and strong innova-
ever, rhetoric often out-  Youth Business & Agri- tion hubs. Pakistan needs
strips tangible solutions culture Loan Scheme, to field its young in the
when it comes to Gen Z Prime Minister’s Youth global grounds of inno-
driving national devel- Skill ~Development vation. In2023 alone, In-
opment. As a result, the Programme, etc.But de- dia senta totalof 131,338
millennials find them- spite such initiatives, young men and women
selves marginalised in Pakistan has not wit- to American colleges and
the grand scheme of nessed a significant universities on F-1 stu-
growth plans, struggling ~growth in national pro- dent visas, while Pakistan
for recognition and ductivity. Where is the managed to send only
space to contribute magicthen? Let'slookat 3,353 students in the
meaningfully. The young our neighbour, India same year. F-1 visas is-
in this country ar¢ often  (yes, let’s compete out- sued to Pakistanis ac-
considered to be one of side the cricket ground count for less than one
the greatest national as- and battlefield). From per cent of all F-1 visas,
sets, but how do we 2003 to 2016, India was whereas for Indians, the
channel this energy and  busy establishing 1,000 figure is roughly 30pc.
develop this resource to  colleges annually, ie, on  The result at the highest
bring prosperity to our an average three col- level? The heads of two
struggling nation of 240 leges a day, or one ev- of the world’s top five
million? This question ery eight hours! Ameri- tech companies —
mostly remains unan- can higher education in- Microsoft and Google
swered. Some propose  stitutes are at least con-  came to the US after com-
vocational training, while ~ sidered to be among the ~ pleting their undergradu-
others think providing top, if not the best, ate studies in India.

e of supported Debt Second, increasing de- enhancing the G20’s oping countries.
global financial system. Sustainability Initiative velopment lending to Common Framework for Overcoming these
This year’s meetings and the G20-supported reach $500bn in annual Debt Treatments to ad- obstacles will require
were particularly impor-  Debt Service stimulus for i dress debt sustained
tant as they coincided Initiative, and has re- for SDGs. The agenda emphasises to engaging with a wide
with the 80th anniver- ceived debt relief under Third, mobilising the need foranew set of range of stakeholders.
sary of Bretton Woods. the DSSI from several $1.5 trillion per year of rules and a roadmap to Pakistan’s case of get-
Whilethe World Bank is ~ creditors following its private sector invest- reformand transform the ting a pause in repay-
secking how best to climate-triggered floods. ment in green transforma-  sovereign debt architec- ments, or the restructur-
ramp up its lending, the The Bridgetown tion. Fourth, transform- ture. ing of its debt, and ac-
IMF is emerging as the Initiative seeksto unlock ing the governance of The purpose is to cessing international cli-
guardian of global finan-  liquidity  support international financialin- align it with climate and mate finance will enjoy
cial and climate resil- through six key actions. ~stitutions to make them development _goals, = stronger credibility if its
1cncc Such initiatives made more representative, eq- rather than just focusing narrative is closely
are now way for the Bridgetown uitable and inclusive. on short-term debt aligned with the global
faced Wllh the unfolding Initiative that aims to Fifth, creating an interna-  stabilisation, an ap- discourse. Forthis, we’ll
challenge of financing address the shortcom- tional trade system that proach that is often need to coordinate our
development and cli- ings of the current glo- supports global green spearheaded by IMF. It position and seek align-
mate change and the balfinancial architecture and just transforma- has advocated ambi- ments with climate-vul-
need to equip them- that has exacerbated in- tions. Sixth, restoring nerable groups.
selves to deal with the equalities and the inabil- debt sustainability and t Can Pakistan’s eco-
deepening impacts of ity to respond to the supporting countries in Trust’ to draw in S5trin nomic, climate and for-
debt, climate change, scale of global climate ~restructuring their debt private savings for cli- eign policies latch on to
and inflation. challenges. with long-term low-inter-  mate action, i) widening  the current international
It is too early to A proposal was est financing. Respond- access to concessional initiatives to manage
know exactly what was made by Prime Minister ing to climate-triggered ~finance for climate adap- debt, climate and infla-
decided at the spring Mia Mottley of Barba- disasters in countries tation and resilience, iii) tion challenges?

Cultural summits

ByF.S. Aijazuddin:

. sit potentia. *Sufi Literature’, and ‘In-
fl“:‘ advent of spring pSmce its debut in
was celebrated each year 2013, the Lahore LitFest
with the Basant festival. has grown into a cul- ers of replication! And
Now, its arrival is her- tural octopus that can yet therein lies the
alded by cultural festi- perform separate func- strength of these
vals — this spring in tionssimultaneously. To LitFests. They offer di-
quick succession by the demonstrate its flexibil- versity in scarcity.
ThinkFest, the Faiz Fes- ity, it spreads itself over Who knows how
tival and over the last five covered halls and soon Al will replace live
weekend the Lahore numerous open-air authors?

LitFest. All three pro- lawns in the Al Hamra LLF 2024 opened
vided more than food for ~ complex. with a gawwali and then
thought; they were an Ifonc has reason to a film (Songs of the Sufi)
irresistible invitation to cavil about LitFests, itis about the origins and
intellectual gluttony. that too many growth of qawwali in the

It is the irony in programmes are subcontinent, made by
which Pakistan cram-med within too few  Kamran Anwar, a banker-
specialises that some days, with sessions of tumed-film producer. The
years ago, the Lahore inferest competing un- following morning, four
LitFest was denied the fairly with eachother. At novelists discussed their
Lahore Arts Council the Lahore LitFest, for individual approach to
complex as a venue. To-  example,a visitorhad to  character formulation —
day, the chairmanship of ~ choose between discus- MonicaAli of Brick Lane
the LAC is occupied by sions during the same fame, Portuguese author
RaziAhmed —the prime  hour on ‘Museums in  José Luis Peixoto, H.M.
mover behind the same  the West and Pakistan’, Naqvi and our own
Lahore LitFest. Sic tran-  ‘Plants of the Quran’, home-grown Hemingway

Mohsin Hamid. two world wars in the They can download the chalk vs atangy, mature are all too aware that at-

A small hall over- West and two revolu- recordings of the ses- cheese. All four arg-ued tentive readership is
flowed to  hear tions in Russia and sions. that Al doesnot produce  waning, being replaced
Alejan-dro Vergaraofthe  China for theirwomen to Particularly recom- literature — culled after by bytes and sound-

Museo del Prado, become emancipated. mended is one on the centuries of learning, fu- bites and fabricated
Mad-rid. His informed Women in Pakistan are ‘Future of the Written elled by inspiration. Itis prose.
discourse on European gaining — slowly, too  Word in an age of AI'. most probably the Many attendees
art compensated those slowly — their innate Four writers assessed byproduct of three or found the most inspira-
whom visa restrictions rights in a battle against their vulnerability to AL four unseen minds, ex- tional session to be a film
deny the chance of see- suffocating patriarchy. FEach of them — Monica pressing themselves Above the Sleeping Gi-
ing the originals. Politicians have pro- Ali, Mohsin Hamid, the through words, ants, produced by the
The plight of Paki- vided poor role models. novelist Hannah spawned from binary DARD foundation on
stani womanhood had A woman prime minister Dubgen and the Ameri- codes. Sedaris dis- the achievement of a
three articulate propo- (Benazir Bhutto) and can humorist David missed an Al-produced young Pakistani moun-
nents of gender equal- now a female chiefmin-  Sedaris — read out Al- textas one composed by  taineer Shehroze Kashi
ity — Roshaneh Zafarof ister Punjab (Maryam generated texts which, at an eight-year-old, rely- He has planted his
Kashf, Momina Saced of Nawaz) both had torely ~the press of a cursor, ing for options on athe- country’s flag on 13 of

IFC, and Sadaffe Abid. upon theirmaiden names produced a pastiche of ~saurus. the highest mountain
They spoke from per-  to advance their careers. ~their individual writing But even eight- peaks in the world. Re-
sonal experienceofhelp- No Margaret Roberts  styles. year-olds grow up. cently, an ageing Nawaz
ing thousands of Paki- (later Mrs Thatcher) Sedaris read out an  Man-made technology ~Sharif returned to Paki-

stani women squirm out  here, just as a President Al version of a fictitious is maturing faster than stan with a plan to scale
of poverty. Millions Mrs X has yetto occupy ~story involving a man God’s humankind. Who the same PM-ship, for
more could benefit, they ~the White House. trapped in a latrine, and  knowshow soon Alwill the fourth  time.
said, from the use of For those who thenhisown description replace live authors? Shehroze, not yet 22,
smartphones to expand could not attend the ofthe sameincident. The Soonerthan we fear. Au-  waits to conquer his 14th
home-based e-com- LitFest, technology of- contrast could not have thors (and especially summit. It is a genera-
merce. Remember:ittook ~fers a virtual substitute. been shar-per — insipid university professors) tional thing,




03 NATION AL Friday, April, 26,2024

Use of alcohol and e-cigarettes among
youth 'alarming': WHO

UNITED NATIONS The report found
(INP): The widespread that 57 percent of 15- is, showing the urgent While smoking is
use of alcohol and e- year-olds had drunk al- need for better policy ~declining, with 13 percent
cigarettes among ado- cohol at least once, for measures toprotectchil-  of 11-13year-olds having
lescents is "alarming", girls the figure was 59 dren and young people smoked in 2022, two per-
according to areportre-  percent, compared to 56 from harms caused by al- ~ centage points less than
leased on Thursday by ~percent of boys cohol," said WHO Eu- four years carlier, the re-
the World Health he WHO noted rope - which gathers 53 port noted that many of
Organization's (WHO) that overall drinking had = countries including sev- them have instead
Europeanbranch, which decreased for boys, eralin Central Asia. adopted e-cigarettes --
recommended measures  whileit had increased for In addition, nine which have overtaken
to limit access. girls. percent of teenagers re- cigarettes among adoles-
Based on survey Whenit cameto cur- ported having experi- cents.
data from 280,000 young  rent use -- defined as enced  “significant Around 32 percent
people aged 11, 13 and having drunk at least drunkenness” - having of 15-year-olds have

and normalised alcohol ers.

ISLAMABAD: Members National Assembly called on Speaker N: al Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq|
in connection formation of National Assembly Standing Committee at Parliament House.

15 in Europe, Central oncein the last 30 days - beendrunk atleast twice. used an e-cigarette, and

Asia and Canada, the -eight percentof 11-year- The WHO said this 20 percent reported hav-

WHO said it showed a oldboysreported having rate climbed from five ing used one in the last

“concerning picture” of doneso,comparedto five percent among 13-year- 30 days.

substance use among percent of girls. olds to 20 percent for 15- "The widespread

young people. But by age 15, girls year-olds, "demonstrat- use of harmful sub- o -

"The = long-term had overtakenboys, with ingan escalating trend in ~ stances among children SM M f

consequences of these 38 percent of girl say-  alcohol abuse among in many countries acro unir’s services 1or

(recxlqulare sigl?iﬁcam, ing they had }:‘]runk at youth". i the Europedan Region N

and policy-makers can- Icast once in the last 30~ The report also and beyond — is a seri- d l d d

Hot ‘afford fo ignore days, while only 36 per- highlighted. the in- ous public health threat” m llStry auae

these alarming find- cent of boys had. ~ creased use of e-ciga- WHO Regional Director | 1s1 AMABAD (INP): that he holds Islamabad . tion plantsin commercial versity Dr. Anila Kamal

ings." the health body - MThese findings reties - often called ~for Burope Hans Kluge T AN LG i Tl A S praisc for

said. ighlight how available _vapes -- among teenag- _said in a statement. cmef United Business and Industry in high es- eas of Islmabad, provi- Islamabad Chamber of
Group has said that the ~ teem especially its Presi-  sion of computers to  Commerce especially its
lifeof lateSM Munirisa dent Ahsan  Zafar educational institutions, ~President Ahsan Zafar
beacon light for the busi- i. He added of CCTV
ness that FPCCI is working ~ cameras and their linkage for extending full

community of the day and night to incor- with safecity projectand ~ cooperation to the Uni-
country and he would porate some very impor-  holding of conferences  versity for the Startups
continue to serve the tant suggestions in the to enhance the soft im- and entrepreneurships
community with the coming budget for the age of the country. Chairman National
same spirit from the plat-  benefit of the country as He also made the Business Group Mian
form of United Business  well as the business mention of consecutive Zahid Hussain, Senior
Group in pursuance of community. meetings with the Am- leader UBG  Sindh,
the mission of his late Presiden t bassadors of friendly Ahmed, Choiny, Group
father. Islamabad Chamber of countries to explorenew  leader Sialkot, Shaikh
He said this while Commerceand Industry ~avenues of businesses. Riaz ud Din, President

addressing as chief Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari Secretary General FPCCI Lahore, ZakiEjaz,
guest the plaque unveil- while recounting the United Business Group  Group leader Small

ing ceremony of achicvements  of Zafar Bakhtawari while Chambers and Small In-

S.M.Munir audiforium’ S.M.Munirvowedto fol- terming S.M.Munir as dustries, ~ Shahid

atIslamabad Chamber of ~ low his footprints for the  pride of the business Ghafoor Pracha, Group

Commerceand Industry. cause of the business community said that the leader Chakwal Cham-

It merits to mention ity. He narrated  busin will ber, Qazi Akbar, Group

]SLAMABAD' Secremry BISP,. AmerA Ahmad nnd Dlrec!mg Smﬂ'ﬂleM Ms. Ssmreen Zahm, in| | here that late S.M.Munir some of the success of not let the black sheep leader KPK Syed Jawaad
|the officers of 35th Senior Management Course (SMC) for a group photograph during theirvi was a renowned indus- Islamabad Chamber of ~to create riftin its ranks. Hussain Kazmi, former
BISP Headquarters. trialist, former President Commerceand Industry He also demanded that President Islamabad
s FPCCI, former ChiefEx- under his headship like important roads Women Chamber of
Pro-Palestinian protests spread ceutive TDAP and the signing of an MoU the country C Fauil

founder Patron-in- with Gulberg Greens  should be named after and other paid rich trib-

t US 1 'ti Chief of the United ~ for the construction of a  different business role  utes to late S.M.Munir

a universities Business Group. state oftheartexpo cen-  models in recogni- and said that Islamabad

. : SM. Tanvir said ter, Acceptance ofa pro-  tion of theirservices, like  Chamber of Commerce
CALIFORNIA (INP):  tained. geton the backs of Jew-  porters, and others wor- | ha¢ business commu- posal for the construc- S.M.Munir, Iftikhar Ali and Industry under the
Spiraling pro-Palestin- Itwas thelatestcon- ish students ‘in the riedaboutcampus safety, | pi¢y all over the world is ~ tion of an Industrial Es- Malik, Shaikh Riaz ud leadership of Ahsan
ian protests that are frontation between law United States. have pointed to anti- | considered as the back- tate, Inking of anagree- Din, Khalid Turab, Zafar Bakhtawari has
rocking universities enforcement and stu- White House Semitic incidentsand ar- | pone of the economy of mentwithCDA fortheup Zubair Tufail, Munawar created a unique ex-
across the United States - dents angry at the spokeswoman Karine gued that campuses are | each and every country gradation of the wash- Mughal and other. ample of service to the
spread to more cam- mounting death toll in Jean-Pierre said Biden - encouraging intimidation | 4 the United Business  rooms of different mar- Chairman Founder community. Senior Vice
puses Wednesday, trig- Isracl's “war against backed free speech. ~ and hate speech. | Group will continue to kets, Establishment of Group Khalid Igbal Malik President Islamabad
gering suggestions from  Hamas. _ "The president be- Johnson's Visit 10| gerve it without any dis- the Mediation Councilat ~ said that due to the hard Chamber of Commerce
a senior Republican The movement be- lieves that free speech, ~Columbiacameas Texas | crimination for its suc- ICCI for settling rent work of Ahsan Zafar and Industry Faad

leader that the National - gan at Columbia Univer- - debate and nondiscrimi- - deployed police in riot | cess and prosperity. matters between tenants  Bakhtawari, today the  Waheed extended his
Guard could be brought  sity in New York where - nation on college cam-  gear at the University of | "™ president Federa- and owners, holding of Islamabad Chamber of ~sincere gratitude to ev-
in. The comments from  dozens of arrest were puses are important,” Texas in Austin where | ion of Pakistan Cham- a successful Business Commerceand Industry —ery one for their support

House Speaker Mike made last weekafteruni- ~she told reporters hundreds of protesters | bers of Commerce and Opportunitics Confer- enjoys topmostpo- _ to arrange the ceremony
Johnson are likely to - versity authorities called Student protesters  staged aboisterous walk- | [ndustries Atif Ikram ence in Dubai, Establish- sition among 54 cham-  in a successful manner.
evoke strong emotions  in police to quell an oc-  say they are expressing — out, chanting "down with | Sheikh said that late ment of NADRA facilita- bers in the country. At the end momentous
in a country where the ~ cupation that Jewish stu-  solidarity with Palestin-  occupation.” S.M.Munirwas his men- tion Centreat ICCI Vice Chancellor shields were presented
1970 killing by National ~dents said was threaten- ians in Gaza, where the Police said they had | (o7 and role model and installation of filtra- Rawalpindi Women Uni- o S.M.
Guardsmen of unarmed  ing and anti-Semitic. death toll has topped arrested more than 20 -
students protesting the Johnson told report- 34,200, according to the people, with the state's i .
Vietnam war lives on in  ers at Columbia thatifthe Hamas-run health minis- governor Greg Abbott 7 e
folk memory. demonstrations werenot  try, and are calling on urging swift punishment. N oo

Demonstrations contained quickly it Columbiaand otheruni- "These protesters ¥ N 4
erupted atthe University  would be "an appropri- versities to divest from belong in jail," he wrote = 7 T & 1
of Southern California ate time for the National companies with ties to  on social media. = - i N
on Wednesday, and in  Guard." Israel. The demonstra- "Students joining in 5 N\
Texas, where a tense He said he intended ~ tors -- including a num-  hate-filled, anti-semitic 0
stand-off developed be-  to demand US Presidem berof Jewish students - protests at any public -
tween students and po- Joe Biden "take action,” have disavowed in- college or university in h Phr= =
lice in riot gear, with and warned thatthedem- stancesofanti-Semitism. Texas should be ex- A
more than 20 people de- "place a tar- But pro-Isracl sup- _pelled." | a 1 &

MQM-P ‘agrees’ on removal &
of Kamran Tessori ‘ 2

KARACHI (INP): The ~slot. “The PPP should ad- vate Tv channel, Bagar
Muttahida  Qaumi It is pertinent to dress the growing sense said that people were ex-
Movement-Pakistan mention here that the rul- - of deprivation during its ~ tending him facilitation
(MQM-P) changed its ing party in Sindh, Paki- 15-year rule in Sindh. over his likely appoint-

strategy forthe appoint-  stan Peoples Party (PPP) The PPP does not have ment as the Sindh Gov- : .
ment of Governor Sindh had demanded Tessori’s - the right to commenton  ernor, _however, _the | [ . . a2 —
as Kamran Khan Tessori  removal from office, ac- ~ the performance of Gov-  formerinterim CM Sindh | [ISLAMABAD: Shaza Fatima Khawaja , Minister of State (IT & Telecommunication). In
is likely to be replaced cusing him of “creatinga ernor Sindh,” the MQM-  said that he was not offi- | |2 meeting with Meta delegation.
by another party col- political divide and fur- Padded. Earlier, itwas re- ~ cially informed regarding .
lague. ther widening thegapbe- ported that Justice the matter. Before the Bismah Maroof TENDER NOTICE

The sources privy tween urban and ruralar- Magbool Bagar (Retd) government formation, . o :
to the development said  cas of the province.”  has_ emerged as the Chaiman PPP Bilawai| — AINOUNCES retirement Development Department Balochistan Quella inies bids fiom
that the MQM-P, which PPP Sindh General frontrunner to become Bhutto Zardari had also . elgiols Bidders for supply of ollowing llems. TSE-232403385201
earlier refused to replace ~ Secretary Senator Waqar  the next Sindh Govemor.  reacted to speculations from crlcket Only electronic bid will be submitted, No physical bid is
Kamran Tessori, has Mehdi said that Tessori Magbool Bagqar, regarding replacing required. Note: In All Procurements of GOB Whether Through
now shown flexibilityon  has not succeeded in who has served as the Sindh Governor Kamran | KARACHI  (INP): cricketing journey, from | | Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is Mandatory For All

the matter. closing the gap between  caretaker chief minister Khan Tessori. A journal- | Former captain Bismah  the very beginning until | | Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic Public Procurement
. - H B . o ystom of BPPRAGOB.  Tender Fee R.1000/-

The sources within ~ the urban and ruralareas ~ of Sindh was being con- ist asked the PPP chair- [ Maroof has announced now. “Talso want to ex- SNo Class of Object Bid Secur
the party said that Bar- and politics. sidered as the strongest man as if his party has | her retirement from all tend my thanks to the || > 4 ity
rister Farogh Naseem In the reply, the candidate to succeed reservations against | cricket with immediate Pakistan Cricket Board | |1 AnimelFood &Medicine (Tota llem(s) Count: 95) 185,383 PKR
has emerged as a strong - MQM-Ptermed Mehdi’s  current Sindh Governor - Sindh Governor Kamran | effect. A lefi-handed  for believing in me and || Procuremenls il be mads under Ine Balochistan Pubic
candidate to replace statement as unneces- Kamran Tessori. Khan Tessori belonging | batswoman, Bismah providing the platform to | | ErocurementRules 2014, Eligibity of idders: 1 Assignments of

Similar Nature and Complexity 6,000,000 in Previous 3 Years. Tum

Kamran Tessori for the sary and non-serious. Spcdkmg to a pri- to the MQM-P. made her ODI debut showcase my talent. The | | yer of at east 5,000,000 PKR in 3 Subsequent Previous Years.

againstIndia in2006and - support from the PCB Presence inActive Tax Payer List Sales Tax Certficate. The bidding
her T201 debut against has been invalu- || fim must not be currently blacklisted by any procuring agency of
Ireland in 2009. She went  able, particularly in || Pakistan. JV is not pemnissible. Submission of the required Bid
on to represent Pakistan i ing the first-

in 276 international ever paremzl policy for ‘evaluation the bidding firm shall be dgc\aved as in-eligible and non-
matches, the most by me, which enabled meto | | EEPenste. Submision of e required Biding document Fee

) Maximum Days for supply of ilems 30 days. Must uncondilionally
any Pakistan women represent my country at | | agree with ail the instructions, terms & conditions speciied in the
cricketer. Shehas scored  the highest level while fims other
6,262 international runs, being a mother. “I | | than Manutzcturers). Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage
including 33 half-centu- am deeply grateful to the | | To Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
rics, and has taken 80 fans whose unwavering | | 2company 8it Securiy in the fom o Deposi  Cal of amount

é g 188,383 PKR
international wick-  support has been a con- || 4 scheduied bank. Tender Documents: The NIT & Bidding
ets with her right-arm  stant throughout my ca- | | Document can be obtained electronicaly fiom www bppra.gob.pk
leg—splin}; decided 0 v;hereverand when— Issuanceof tenderDocuments:CompieteEicdng Docurent an
“I have decided to ever be vi Last Date of
retire from the game I country. “Lastly, Fwould canon\ybesvbmwlede\ecuwmgr”y\:‘Esthyﬂ]May,ZDumHE %
st.Ithas ender,
love the "(‘i"g'l Ithas been I‘II‘F to _thd’f}ll( o ,fe"k‘:“ opened on same day at 01:00 PM on EPPS System Address:
an ncredible journey, players, Who Nave be- || pieqonate General of Research & Supplies, Livestock & Dary
filled with challenges, come like family to me. | | Development Depariment, Quets
victories, and unforget- The camaraderie we || Phone no: 0819213343 Email: dgrslddd@gmail.com
table memories. “T shared both on and off

want to express my  the field is something I

gratitude to my family, will cherish forever.”

who has supported me Head of Women's
my  Cricket, Tania Mallick:

Director General Ressarch and
‘Supplies Livestock & Dairy
PRQ No.1987/25.04-2024 kbt pariman,

S wwdprgobii. 8 @dps-gob (3] dprgob f|@dgpubalochistan

ISLAMABAD: Zoe Ware Political Counse]or at !he Br ish l-hgh Commission called on Minister for
[Privatization, Board of and C Abdul Aleem Khan.
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Govt mulls slashing solar Net Metering
rates by Rs10 per unit

ISLAMABAD (INP): The gov-
ernment is contemplating a sig-
nificant reduction in the rates paid
to consumers who generate solar
power through net metering, a
move that may ignite criticism and
concern.

The potential change comes
as solar power adoption in Paki-
stan has surged, with installed
capacity reaching 3,000 mega-
watts, reported a section of the
press.

Currently, net metering users
receive Rs21 per unit for the ex-
cess electricity they feed back into
the grid. However, the govern-
ment is considering a drastic cut,
bringing the rate down to Rs11
per unit.

The proposed reduction
would translate to a loss of Rs10
per unit for solar power genera-

tors. The government’s rationale
behind the move is rooted in the
financial burden of capacity
charges paid to Independent
Power Producers (IPPs).

These charges are incurred
regardless of whether the govern-
ment actually purchases electric-
ity from IPPs.

The widespread adoption of
solar panels has disrupted the
government’s capacity payment
plan.

The sources told that
wealthier individuals who can af-
ford solar panels are going solar
and recieving zero bills, shifting
the cost burden of capacity
charges onto poorer consumers
whorely on conventional electric-
ity sources.

While the government main-
tains its support for solar energy,

it deems the current net metering
rate of Rs21-22 per unit as unsus-
tainable, the sources said.
Officials argue that this rate
allows consumers to recover their
solar panel installation costs
within a mere 18 months, whereas
the government aims to extend
this payback period to 10 years.
The Power Division con-
tends that consumers install so-
lar systems primarily for their own
needs, and therefore, the buyback
rate for surplus electricity should
align with the purchasing power
of then power distribution com-
panies or discos. Last yeara pro-
posal to end net metering was re-
ported in Pakistani media, leading
to backlash. The Solar Associa-
tion back then voiced strong op-
position to rate cuts, leading to a
postponement of the decision.

2 MRS
AMABAD: Kanni Wignaraja, United Natios

ns Assistant Secretary General (ASG), Asia, and the

Pacific calls on Federal Minister for Economic Affairs Ahad Khan Cheema.

NPF embarks on multifaceted projects
for profitability, welfare

ISLAMABAD (INP): In a strate-
gic move towards profitability and
the welfare of its employees, the
National Police Foundation (NPF)
has unveiled

ambitious plans to diversify
its portfolio with world-class
projects spanning various sec-

The Managing Director of
NPF Sabir Ahmed revealed the
institution's intentions to venture
into the housing sector alongside
agriculture, information technol-
ogy, education, and health ser-
vices.

Addressing journalists here
at the NPF headquarters on
Thursday, MD Sabir Ahmed out-
lined theshift in priorities, cmpha-
sizing the organization's commit-
ment to launching projects aimed
at enhancing the livelihoods of
police personnel and their fami-

ies.

Previously focused primarily
on housing initiatives, the NPF is
now poised to spearhead ven-
turesthat promise both profitabil-
ity and societal impact.

While sharing the details of
the project he revealed that under
the directive of the Directorate of
Agribusiness, the foundation will
champion corporate farming en-
deavors, with a specific focus on
cultivating edible oil crops. This
initiative not only aims to gener-
ate revenue but also aims to curb
the government's import expendi-
ture by fostering self-sufficiency
in essential agricultural products.

Moreover, the NPF's foray
into the IT sector entails the pro-
vision of modern education and
integrated health services.
Through the IT Business Direc-
torate, the foundation plans to of-
fer skill development programs
online, equipping

youth with the expertise to
secure high-paying jobs both lo-
cally and abroad. This initiative
seeks to leverage foreign exper-
tise to enhance the employability
of the youth, particularly in the
Gulfcountrics.

“In the first phase, four di-
rectorates have been established
in the Police Foundation, includ-
ing Agri-Business, IT Develop-
ment, Education and Integrated
Health Services, while many other
projects are also under consider-
ation™ he reiterated. Responding
aquestion, he stated said that cor-
porate farming will be

promoted under the Director-
ate of Agribusiness, in which cul-
tivation for edible oil will be done
and work on it has been officially
started. Others will develop prod-
ucts that will not only be profit-
able but also help reduce the
government'simport bill.

Responding another ques-
tion, he stated that world-class
projects will be launched through
the IT Business Directorate and
skill development programs will be

launched through online ser-
vices, in which training will be
provided to the youth while ex-
posing them to modern technol-

ogy. Through this they will be able
to

work online from home and
get projects from different coun-
tries of the world to make their in-
come according to global stan-
dards.

The services of foreign ex-
perts will be taken for this. While
in the field of civil engineering,
training will be given to the youth
with the support of foreign com-
panies so that our youth can get
highjobs in the Gulfcountries, he
added. In addition to bolstering
employment prospects, the NPF
intends to address critical
healthcare needs by establishing
blood banks nationwide under the
Directorate of Integrated Health
Services.

This strategic move ensures
the availability of blood for emer-
gency medical procedures,
thercby contrbuting to cnhanced
health across the

e, oot
TTABAD: l‘rlmc Mlms!cr thhbaz Sharif of
[Pakistan Customs Inspector Husnain Ali Tirmazi Shaheed in Abbottabad.
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ffering condolences to the family members of

Stock exchange hits record high: KSE-100
index crosses 72,500 points

KARACHI (INP): The
Karachi Stock Exchange wit-
nessed another remarkable
surge today as the benchmark
KSE-100 index soared to un-
precedented heights, reaching
ahistorical milestone of 72,501
points.

Investors exuded confi-
dence in the market as the bull-
ish trend persisted, signalling
robust economic sentiment
within Pakistan's financial
landscape.

Throughout the trading
session, the index surged by an
impressive 450 points, reflect-
ing the substantial influx of in-
vestment and optimismamong
market participants.

Commenting on the ex-

traordinary performance ofthe
market, financial analysts at-
tributed the upward trajectory
to several factors,

including favourable eco-
nomic indicators, strong corpo-
rate earnings, and the
government's proactive poli-
cies to stimulate economic
growth.

Moreover, the ongoing
infrastructural developments
and initiatives aimed at enhanc-
ing investor confidence have
contributed significantly to the
market's and upward

rising by six paisas.

The dollar was quoted at
Rs278.45 in the interbank mar-
ket, reflecting the dynamic na-
ture of foreign exchange fluc-
tuations amidst the prevailing
market conditions.

Market observers remain
optimistic about the future tra-
jectory of the Karachi Stock
Exchange, anticipating sus-
tained growth and stability in
the coming days.

As Pakistan continues to
position mulf as an attractive
, the

momentum.

Meanwhile, in the cur-
rency market, the value of the
US dollar witnessed a marginal
increase, with interbank rates

bullish sentlment in the stock
market serves as a testament
to the country’s economic re-
silience and potential for long-
term prosperity.

PM Shehbaz Sharif announces
150 buses for Karachi

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif has
announced 150 buses for
Karachi during his inaugural
visit to the city.

The premier revealed the
decision to allocate 150 buses
following arequest from Sindh
Minister for Transport, Sharjeel
Inam Memon, during a high-
level meeting. Sindh Transport
Minister Memon had requested
the prime minister to provide
300 buses for Karachi.

However, the PM said that
the federal government would
provide 150 buses to the Sindh
transport department to add
themto their existing fleet. PM
Shahbaz also commended the
efforts of the Sindh govern-
ment in enhancing transporta-
tion services for the public dur-

ing his visit to the Sindh
government’s transport sys-
tem.

About the Karachi Circu-
lar Railway (KCR) project, the
CM told the prime minister
that on the advice of the fed-
eral government, a revised fea-
sibility was undertaken in 2023
and shared with the Economic
Affairs Division & Ministry of
Transport, Peoples Republic of
China on May 4, 2023. He re-
quested the prime

minister to order the min-
istry concemed to facilitate the
framework agreement for the
execution of the KCR under
the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

He also requested the
prime minister to direct the rail-
ways ministry to grant the

“Right of Way” (RoW) of the
KCR to the Sindh govemment.
At this, the prime minister di-
rected the planning minister to
take up the KCR project and
remove all the impediments in
its Way so that it could be ex-
ecuted.

The high-level meeting
was convened at the Chief
Minister’s House, presided
over by PM Shahbaz. Federal
Ministers Ahsan Igbal, Khalid
Magbool Siddiqui, Owais

Leghari, Muhammad
Aumn,,nb Musadik Malik,
JamKamal, and Ataullah Tarar
accompanied the prime mi
ter, while Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah, along
with provincial ministers and
ofﬁcjals, represented the host
province.

country, he added.

Furthermore, the foundation
pledges to assume financial re-
sponsibility for numerous police
schools established in provincial
regions, reaffirming its commit-
ment to education under the Di-
rectorate of Education.

With a comprehensive ap-
proach encompassing diverse
sectors, the National Police Foun-
dation is poised to usher in a new
era of profitability and welfare,
promising tangible benefits for its
stakeholders and the wider com-
munity.

Mohsin Naqvi reconstitutes women’s
selection committee

LAHORE (INP): Mohsin Naqvi,
Federal Minister for Interior and
the Chairman of Pakistan Cricket

Joining them are Abdul Razzag
and Asad Shafiq (both members
of themen’s

Board has the na-
tional women’s

selection committee, expand-
ing it to seven members. This de-
cision follows the disappointing
performance of the Pakistan
women’s team against the West
Indies

Women, resulting in a 3-0
loss in the three-ODI series.

The retained members from
the previous panel include
Asmavia Iqbal and Marina Iqbal.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Inter Provincial Coor

and former international player,
Batool Fatima. In line with the
men’s national selection commit-
tee make-up, the coach and

captain will also be partof the
national women’s selection com-
mittee.

The immediate task of the
new selection committee will be
to choose the Pakistan women’s
team for the upcoming tour of
England, where they are sched-

uled to

play three T20Is and three
ICC Women’s Championship
2022-25 fixtures from 11 to 29 May.

Despite the recent 3-0 loss to
the West Indies, Pakistan cur-
rently holds the fifth position in
the 10-team ICC Women Champi-
onship 2022-25. The top five
teams from this championship,
along with hosts India, will di-
rectly qualify for the ICC Women's
Cricket World Cup 2025. The re-
‘maining teams will participate in a
Women's Cricket World Cup
Qualifier tournament.

ation Ahsan Iqbal chairs ameeting to
review progress over National Sports Revival Conference and National Games.
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Rain expected in most parts

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) has forecast rain-
windstorm/thunderstorm for
Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, south

Punjab and upper Sindh
during the next 24 hours.

Partly cloudy weather with
rain-windstorm/thunderstorm
is expected at isolated places
in Gilgijt-Baltistan, Kashmirand
adjoininghilly areas.

The PMD has warned that
isolated/moderate to heavy
rainfall may generate flash
flood in local nullahs, streams
of Balochistan specially in
Noushki, Chagai,

Kharan, Turbat, Kech,
Gwadar, Awaran, Ziarat,
Pishin, Harnai, Zhob, Barkhan
and Naseerabad from 25111 to
27th April. Isolated

of country

Kohistan and Kashmir on April
27 and April 28.

The possibility of landslides
inupper Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Murree, Galiyat, Kashmir and
Gilgit Baltistan may affect the
vulnerable locations fromApril
27- 29. The Met Office said
that windstorm/hailstorm and
lightning may affect human
lives, standing crops, loose
structures like electric poles,
vehicles and

solar panels etc. during the
period. According to the syn-
optic situation, a westerly wave
was affecting western parts of
the country and likely to grip
most

upper andcentral parts on
April 26.

During the last 24 hours,
dry weather prevailed over

to heavy rainfall may
generate flash flood in lo-

cal nullahs, streams of Dir,

Swat, Chitral, Manshera,

‘most parts of th try, while
hot in southem parts. However,
rain-wind/thunderstorm oc-
curred at

isolated places in upper

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Islamabad, Kashmir and ad-
joining hilly areas.

According to a PDMA
spokesperson there are
chances of gusty wind, rain
with thunder and hails at a few
places in Punjab from Wednes-
day till April 29. PDMADG

Irfan Ali Kathia has issued
instructions to the deputy com-
missioners across the Punjab
province to remain alert. Kathia
said that departments con-
cerned

should be on alert to deal
with any emergency situation.
The district emergency opera-
tion centers of all districts in-
cluding the provincial control
room have

also been alerted. Moni-
toring of the situation in the
PDMA control roomcontinues
24/7. Rescue 1122 and other
rescue agencies must keep the
machinery and personnel alert,
he added.




