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Balochistan Chief Minister Calls for Transparency
Amidst Recidivism Concerns

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: In a recent direc-

tive, Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
has emphasized the critical need
for accountability and respon-
siveness to public concerns, urg-
ing all government members to
actively engage with the populace
and address their grievances.

“As elected representatives,
it is our solemn duty to listen to
the people’s problems and work
tirelessly to resolve them,” stated
Chief Minister Bugti. “We have a
mandate to serve the public and
restore their faith in the state and
its institutions.”

Jattak’s Inappropriate
Behavior Caused An

Outcry on Social Media
Chief Minister Bugti’s re-

marks come in the wake of a re-
cidivism case invo lving Ali
Madad Jattak, a member of the
provincial assembly from the Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP), and a
professor at the University of
Balochistan. This incident has
highlighted broader issues of
governance and accountability
within the province, prompting
Chief Minister Bugti to seek an
apology from Jattak on behalf of
the female professor, who was
subjected to aggressive and in-
appropriate language.

“Where mistakes have been
made, the government stands
ready to offer sincere apologies
to the people,” affirmed Chief Min-
ister Bugti. “Our commitment lies

in service and improvement, with
a firm rejection of any malice or
wrongdoing.”

Chief Minister Bugti also
emphasized the significant role of
women in Pakistani politics, pay-
ing tribute to leaders like Nusrat
Bhutto and Benazir Bhutto
Shaheed within the PPP.

CM Calls For Ac-
countability And

Financial Discipline

In addressing systemic chal-
lenges faced by educational in-
stitutions,

Chief Minister Bugti pledged
to tackle financial crises plaguing
universities,

 including the University of
Balochistan, while ensuring ac-
countability for any financial ir-
regularities.

“The presence of ‘ghost em-
ployees’ within Jamia Balochistan
is deeply concerning,

and we are determined to

eradicate such malpractices,” em-
phasized Chief Minister Bugti.
“No entity, whether governmen-
tal or independent, should be ex-
empt from scrutiny and account-
ability.”

As Balochistan continues its
journey towards progress and
development,

Chief Minister Bugti’s stead-
fast commitment to transparency
and accountability remains crucial
in fostering trust between the gov-
ernment and its citizens.

Ruling coalition dominates Senate polls as PPP
wins 11, PML-N six seats

NEWS DESK: The ruling
coalition on Tuesday secured the
majority of 19 Senate seats, with
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) win-
ning 11 and Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) emerging
victorious on six seats while in-
dependent candidate Faisal
Vawda also succeeded from Sindh.

The polling was conducted
in the provincial legislatures of
Sindh and Punjab. Senators from
Balochistan were elected unop-
posed. A total of 18 senators were
elected unopposed including 11
from Balochistan.

The polling commenced at
9am and concluded at 4pm.

Polling did not commence in
the K-P Assembly as the process
was postponed by the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) “on
account of delay of oaths of re-
served seats”.

The ECP issued a notification
of poll postponement and referred
to its earlier March order in which
it rejected a petition from the Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC) seeking the
allocation of reserved seats.

Overall, 356 lawmakers par-
ticipated in the elections, demon-
strating a robust engagement with
the democratic process. However,

the votes of seven lawmakers
were rejected. In a significant win,
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar se-
cured victory on the Islamabad
technocrat seat by garnering 222
votes against SIC’s Raja Ansar
Mahmood's 81 votes. A total of
310 members cast their votes,
with 7 votes rejected.

Similarly, on the general seat,
Rana Mahmoodul Hassan of the
Pakistan Peoples Party emerged
victorious with 224 votes, while
his competitor, Farzand Ali Shah
of SIC, received 79 votes out of a
total of 310 votes cast, with 7
votes rejected.

There were 20 candidates
vying for the 12 Senate seats in
Sindh, with 10 from Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP), one from
Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM) Pakistan, and one inde-
pendent candidate Faisal Vawda
succeeding. On the general seats,
PPP’s Ashraf Ali Jatoi, Dost Ali
Jessar, Kazim Ali Shah, Masroor
Ahsan, Nadim Bhutto, MQM's
Amir Chishti, and independent
candidate Faisal Vawda were
elected as senators.

In the reserved seats for
women, PPP's Quratulain Marri
secured 59 votes and Rubina

Khalid Khan got 58 votes, becom-
ing Senators.

For the Technocrat seats,
PPP's Sarmad Ali and Barrister
Amir Ghumro succeeded with 59
and 58 votes respectively, while
PPP's Poonjo Bheel was elected
Senator on the minority seat.

Out of 12 vacant seats in
Punjab, candidates ran unop-
posed on seven seats, while elec-
tions took place for the remaining
five. From Lahore, Finance Min-
ister Muhammad Aurangzeb se-
cured victory on the technocrat
seat with 128 votes, and Petroleum
Minister Musadiq Malik obtained
121 votes. On the Women's seats,
Anusha Rehman and Bushra Butt
of the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz emerged victorious, with
Anusha Rehman obtaining 125
votes and Bushra securing 123
votes. Meanwhile, Sanam Javaid
Khan of the SIC managed to gar-
ner 102 votes, with six votes re-
jected. To ensure a seamless elec-
toral process, the ECP has de-
ployed several measures, includ-
ing the printing of ballot papers
in different colours – white for
general seats, green for techno-
crats, pink for women, and yellow
for minority representation.

WB expects economic activ-
ity in Pakistan to ‘remain
subdued’, projects GDP
growth at 1.8pc in FY24

NEWS DESK: The World
Bank on Tuesday said that it ex-
pected economic activity in the
country to “remain subdued”,
adding that the GDP was expected
to grow at 1.8 per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal year.

“Pakistan is expected to con-
tinue facing foreign exchange li-
quidity issues due to the persis-
tent trade deficit and limited ac-
cess to external financing,” said
the World Bank’s latest report
titled “Pakistan Development Up-
date: Fiscal Impact of Federal
State-Owned Enterprises”.

“Even with the recent suc-
cessful completion of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF)’s
Stand-By Arrangement (SBA) and
continued rollovers, reserves are
projected to remain low,” it said.

The Bank warned that import
management measures were ex-
pected to continue disturbing
domestic supply chain, in addi-
tion to tight macroeconomic poli-
cies subduing the aggregate con-
sumption and investment.

“In the absence of a credible
and ambitious economic reform
agenda, uncertainty is expected
to linger, affecting confidence and
growth,” it said.

“Economic activity is there-
fore expected to remain subdued
with real GDP projected to grow
at 1.8pc in fiscal year (FY) 2024,”
it added.

The bank estimated output
growth to recover at an average
of 2.5pc over the next two years
as confidence improved “remain-
ing below potential in the medium
term”.

Furthermore, the report said,
“Inflation is projected to remain
elevated at 26pc in FY24 due to
higher domestic energy prices.
With high base effects and lower
projected global commodity
prices, inflation is expected to
moderate over the medium term.”

With regards to the current
account deficit (CAD), the report
said that due to lower domestic
demand and continued import
management measures, it was ex-
pected to remain low at 0.7pc of
the GDP in the current fiscal year,
adding expectations of it narrow-
ing to 0.6pc of GDP in the next
two years.

The report pointed out that
multiple factors posed risks to the
the country’s economic outlook,
adding that Pakistan engaged in
heavy domestic borrowing for fis-
cal financing, with a tax-to-GDP
ratio of 10pc to the GDP, leading
to exposure of the banking sector
to risks.

“Additional downside risks
include growing policy uncertain-
ties that could lead to weaker than
expected business confidence,
even more limited external financ-
ing, and therefore more pro-
nounced macroeconomic vulner-
abilities,” it elaborated.

Regarding reforms for the
state-owned enterprises, the Bank
said that “urgent” reforms were
necessary to reduce the growing
fiscal risks. It said that the enti-
ties were consistently making
losses since 2016, and the gov-
ernment was providing “signifi-
cant financial support through
subsidies, grants, loans, and guar-
antees” which led to fiscal expo-
sure.

The report also stated that
the country had “moved away
from the brink of an economic cri-
sis” following the last minute IMF
programme Pakistan had man-
aged to clinch in July 2023.

“Steadfast implementation of
the programme — including
through continued fiscal restraint,
energy tariff adjustments, and the
continued high policy rate — en-
abled new official external inflows
early in the fiscal year, allowing a
loosening of import management
measures and some recovery in
confidence,” it said.

However, the report cau-
tioned that the nascent recovery
had been inadequate in address-
ing poverty in the country as
wages for unskilled labour were
not at par with inflation.

It estimated that poverty in
the country had increased by 4.5
percentage points with ten million
people at the risk of falling below
the poverty line “in face of
shocks”. Subsequently, it noted
that rising food prices continued
to negatively impact the poor
households “that spend half their
budgets on food, leading to sig-
nificant inflation inequality across
households.”

Probe points to ‘Afghan link’ in
suicide attack on Chinese engineers

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
decided to raise the issue of the
use of Afghan soil in the recent
terrorist attacks targeting Chinese
engineers with the Taliban interim
government, as the initial investi-
gation suggested a link with Af-
ghanistan.

Six people, including five
Chinese engineers, were killed in
a suicide attack in Besham, a re-
mote area of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province, on March
26. An explosive-laden vehicle
parked on the roadside blew up
when the convoy, transporting
Chinese engineers to the Dasu hy-
droelectric project site from
Islamabad, passed by.

This was the second attack
on Chinese workers at the Dasu
project. In July 2021, a similar ter-
rorist attack killed 13 people, in-
cluding nine engineers.

Read more: Besham terror at-
tack backed by enemies of Pak-
China friendship: FO

Though  no group has
claimed responsibility for the
March 26 attack, initial investiga-
tions suggest a network linked to
the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) was behind the inci-
dent. Authorities have made cer-
tain arrests since then based on
the SIM card recovered from the
suicide bomber, who is thought
to be an Afghan national.

The car used in the terrorist
attack was non-custom paid and

smuggled into Pakistan through
the Chaman border. Investiga-
tions claim that the car remained
parked for 10 days at a petrol sta-
tion near Shangla and was moved
to the site the day the Chinese
travelled to the area.

People familiar with the de-
velopment say that there is no
doubt that Afghan soil was used
in the attack on Chinese engi-
neers. That is the reason Pakistan
will take up the matter through
diplomatic channels with Afghan
authorities, according to
sources.Read: PM Shehbaz likely
to visit China amid renewed terror
threat They say that Pakistan,
based on the investigation, will
ask the Taliban government to
take action against the group re-
sponsible for the attack on the
Chinese.

In order to exert maximum
pressure, Pakistan wants the Chi-
nese authorities to also raise the
matter with Kabul. Islamabad is
keeping the Chinese authorities
abreast of the investigations.
NEWS DESK.

Chinese intercropping tech spreads to Pakistan,
upgrading agricultural practices

ISLAMABAD (INP); Maize-soy-
bean intercropping, a prevalent
cultivation pattern in China, has
now found its way to Pakistan,
altering the landscape of agricul-
tural practices in the region. 

Scientists of the National
Research Center of Intercropping
(NRCI) at The Islamia University
of Bahawalpur have just finished
spring sowing. This year the in-
tercropping demonstration fields
have spread across all provinces
of Pakistan, China Economic Net
(CEN) reported on Tuesday.

The journey started with Pa-
kistani scientists acquiring this
cutting-edge technology from
their Chinese counterparts, envi-
sioning its potential to revolution-
ize agriculture in their homeland. 

Experiment and demonstra-
tion trials began in 2018, spear-
headed by these scientists at lo-
cal farms, showcasing their ac-
quired expertise. 

In 2021, under the vision of
former Vice Chancellor of the
Islamia University of Bahawalpur,
Prof. Dr. Athar Mehboob, the Na-
tional Research Center of Inter-
cropping was established, com-
prising a team of local agrono-
mists, breeders and soil scientists
who ever studied overseas espe-
cially in China.

“This shift is primarily attrib-
uted to the pivotal role of maize
and soybean as staple grains for
both food and feed production,

essential for sustaining econo-
mies across various nations. 

In light of Pakistan's agricul-
tural needs, we want to uplift the
country's agricultural sector and
improve the economic well-being
of farmers," said Dr. Muhammad
Ali Raza, NRCI Director & Inter-
national Researcher at Gansu
Academy of Agricultural Sci-
ences. Presently, NRCI is demon-
strating three major intercropping
systems i.e. maize-soybean, sug-
arcane-soybean, and cotton-soy-
bean at farmer's fields in every
province of Pakistan. 

Dr. Muhammad Ali Raza and
Dr. Sajad Hussain are leading the
intercropping demonstrations in
about 11 districts of Punjab
(Bahawalpur, Khanewal, Layyah,
Vehari, Lodhran, Multan,
Pakpattan, Kasur, Sheikhupura,

Chiniot & Faisalabad), 5 districts
in Sindh (Hyderabad, Larkana,
Khairpur Mirs, Thatha & Badin),
2 districts in  KPK (DIK &
Charsada), and 2 districts in Azad
Jamu and Kashmir (Muzafarabad
& Bhimber), and these initiatives
are also making inroads in
Balochistan, furthering the adop-
tion of intercropping practices in
the region. 

NRCI is engaging in collabo-
rations with multiple national and
international universities and re-
search institutes. 

University  of Agriculture
Faisalabad (UAF), Bahauddin
Zakariya University  (BZU),
PMAS Arid Agriculture Univer-
sity, Rawalpindi, Sindh Agricul-
ture University (SAU), MNS Uni-
versity of Agriculture Multan,
Ayub Agricultural Research Insti-

tute (AARI), National Agricultural
Research Centre (NARC), Na-
tional Institute for Biotechnology
and Genetic Engineering (NIBGE),
Sugar mill Industry and Chamber
of Food and Agriculture are their
local collaborators.  Internation-
ally, NRCI is cooperating with
Sichuan Agricultural University,
Shandong Academy of Agricul-
tural Sciences, Nanjing Agricul-
tural University and Institute of
Advanced Agricultural Sciences,
Peking University to leverage glo-
bal expertise for local advance-
ment.  It's learned that Prof. Xing
Wang Deng and Dr. Feng Ling
Yang form PKU are working
closely with scientists and pro-
viding assistance in the form of
germplasm of maize and soybean
to enrich existing germplasm re-
sources.  
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Sindh High Court bars police from arresting

Ghulam Murtaza Jatoi and family

Army, Wapda triumphs All Pakistan
Ramadan Cup Basketball Titles

PM constitutes committee to address
problems faced by Gilgit-Baltistan

Islamabad court acquits Imran Khan
in vandalism case

Punjab Govt decides to establish wildlife
rescue force for animal protection

HYDERABAD (INP): The
Sindh High Court (SHC) on
Tuesday stopped the police
from arresting Ghulam
Murtaza Jatoi and his family
and sought a reply

from the police authorities
on the next hearing.

The SHC heard the peti-
tion against the police raids and
harassment at the house of
former Federal Minister
Ghulam Murtaza Jatoi.

The court stopped the po-
lice from registering a case
against the former minister and
ordered that a case not be filed
without informing the court.

The court also asked the
Inspector General of Sindh
(IG), Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG), and Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP)
South to explain the matte at
the next hearing.

The lawyer of the peti-
tioner told the court that the
Sindh police officials were
raiding the petitioner's houses,

harassing him and family mem-
bers in false cases.

The petitioner's lawyer
appealed to the SHC that the
harassment by the Sindh po-
lice should be stopped.

Last Wednesday, police
raided the DHA home of
Ghulam Murtaza Jatoi, a
former federal minister and
opposition leader in order to
apprehend his son who has
been charged with murder.

The Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) leadership was
accused by the Jatoi family
and opposing parties of victim-
izing their political rivals, and
they denounced the action.

The raid was carried out
by the Naushahro Feroze po-
lice to apprehend Bilawal, the
son of Murtaza Jatoi, as South
SSP Sajid Amir Sadozai con-
firmed the media. According to
the police, leader of the Grand
Democratic Alliance Murtaza
Jatoi and his son Bilawal were
the subject of a murder inves-

tigation; the elder Jatoi was
granted bail, but his son was
not.

Naveen Jatoi, Bilawal's
mother, told the media that at
about 3:15 am, about 25 police
vans surrounded Jatoi House
in DHA and also "misbehaved"
with her. Naveen claimed that
earlier their residence in New
Jatoi was raided by more than
six dozens police vans includ-
ing armoured personnel carri-
ers. She accused the PPP lead-
ership of political victimisation
and said such tactics aimed at
forcing her husband to join the
ruling their party.

She also said the police
registered murder case against
Murtaza and Bilawal at the
behest of the PPP leadership.
The Grand Democratic Alli-
ance (GDA) leadership includ-
ing Dr Safdar Abbasi, Zain
Shah, Ayaz Latif Palijo, and Dr
Fahmida Mirza had con-
demned the raid on the resi-
dence of Jatoi.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Gilgit Baltistan Gulbar Khan calls on Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister's Youth Programme Rana Mashhod Ahmed Khan in a
meeting with Managing Director PTDC.

Islamabad. Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq met with leaders of Opposition Parties In
National Assembly at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Un-
beatable Pakistan Army and
Wapda A emerged victorious
in Women’s and Men’s depart-
mental categories of All Paki-
stan 3x3 Ramadan Cup Bas-
ketball Tournament, which
concluded here at Pakistan
Sports Complex Islamabad.

In a fiercely contested
match witnessed between
Army and Lycans A Club,
Army team displayed excep-
tional skills and tenacity, bat-
tling until the end of the

match by securing
women’s title by 12-5 points.
Aamina Mohsin of Army
emerged as the player of the
night, contributing a stellar per-
formance with 8 points along
with Hadiya added 3 points
while Mahrukh Ali scored 3
points for Lycans A.

In Men’s departmental fi-
nal Wapda A was too strong
against Wapda B continued

their good show in the tourna-
ment and thrashed their oppo-
nent by 21-10 points. Wapda
ace players Kaleemullah and
Zain ul Hasan again led the
winning side by scoring 9 and
7 points respectively while
Amir Farooq scored 6 points
for the losing side.

Pakistan Basketball Fed-
eration (PBBF) President Brig
(R ) Muhammad Iftikhar
Mansoor was the chief guest
of concluding ceremony who
presenting the winning trophies
and cash rewards to the win-
ning teams while Deputy Di-
rector General Pakistan Sports
Board (PSB) Muhammad
Saeed Akhtar, Pakistan Bas-
ketball Federation Associate
Secretary and organizing com-
mittee secretary Ouj E Zahoor,
President Federal basketball
Association Ejaz Rafi Butt,
PBBF Chairman selection
Committee Col. (R) Shujaat Ali

Rana, National Coach Malik
Muhammad Riaz, Muhammad
Azam Dar and other dignitar-
ies were also present in the con-
cluding ceremony.

Earlier In the semi -final
round of the tournament,
Wapda A secured victory
against Army A by 18-16
points and Wapda B against
Army C by 21-19 points in de-
partmental category while
Army beat Lycans C by 12-11
points and Lycans A beat
Lycans B by 10-5 points in
women’s category. The 3x3
All Pakistan Ramadan Cup is
more than just a tournament;
it's a celebration of basketball
and its rapidly growing format,
3x3, which has been gaining in-
ternational acclaim and popu-
larity. The event is set to pro-
vide a significant boost to the
sport's visibility and interest
among the youth and sports
enthusiasts across Pakistan.

SARGODHA (INP): The gov-
ernment of Punjab has an-
nounced the formation of a
Wildlife Rescue Force aimed
at safeguarding wild animals.
Comprising trained personnel,
veterinary ambulances, doc-
tors, and rescue vehicles, this
initiative seeks to protect the
diverse wildlife of the region.

In the initial phase, Wild-
life Rescue Forces will be es-
tablished in Lahore, Khanewal,
and Rawalpindi. Provincial
Senior Minister Maryam
Aurangzeb has also directed
amendments to the Wildlife
Act, particularly regarding the
possession of tigers, leopards,
and other wild cats.

Recent crackdowns on il-
legal possession of wild ani-
mals across Sargodha,
Nankana Sahib, Bahawalpur,
Muzaffargarh, Gujranwala, and
DG Khan have resulted in the
rescue of various rare species.
These include 11 rare bears, 96
ratites, 20 monkeys, 85 spar-
rows, 6 chickadees, 35 pheas-
ants, 45 partridges, and 25 pea-
cocks.

Aurangzeb highlighted the
rescue of Bengal tigers being
transported from Lahore to
Multan. Under the amended
Wildlife Act of 1973, offend-
ers caught illegally possessing
animals face detention and
heavy fines. Furthermore, edu-

cational initiatives such as lec-
tures and seminars in schools
and colleges across Punjab aim
to raise awareness about wild-
life conservation among the
public and the younger genera-
tion.

Aurangzeb emphasized
that rescued animals will be
temporarily housed in various
zoos before being released
back into their natural habitats.
The illegal confinement or mis-
treatment of animals is strictly
prohibited, with the real habi-
tat of wildlife being forests and
other natural habitats. Illegal
captivity of wild animals and
birds is considered a legal of-
fense.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  In yet an-
other relief for the former prime
minister and ex-PTI chairman
Imran Khan, a court in
Islamabad on Tuesday acquit-
ted him, ex-PTI leader Asad
Umar and other suspects, in-
cluding PML-N MNA Raja
Khurram Nawaz, in the case of
vandalism registered against
them at Margallah police

station. Judicial Magistrate
Mureed Abbas pronounced the
decision.

Advocate Sardar Masroof
Khan and Amina Ali appeared in
the court on behalf of the sus-
pects. The decision came only
a day after the Islamabad High

Court (IHC) suspended the sen-
tence awarded by the trial court
to Imran Khan and his wife
Bushra Bibi in the Toshakhana
case.

IHC’s two-member bench,
comprising IHC Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq and Justice
Miangul Aurangzeb, heard
Imran and Bushra’s appeals
against their conviction and in
the reference. The court gave
its ruling after the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB) law-
yer said the Bureau had no ob-
jection to the suspension of sen-
tence.

Speaking on the occasion,
NAB Prosecutor Amjad Pervaiz

said that after reviewing the
case, he had reached the con-
clusion that it needed to be sus-
pended. He requested the court
to suspend the sentence, add-
ing the appeals could not be
heard at this stage.

Describing the NAB’s
stance as ‘fair’, Justice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb remarked
that he praised the bureau for
that. IHC Chief Justice (CJ)
Justice Aamer Farooq said that
since the court was presently
seized with the hearing of ap-
peals in the US cipher case, it
did not have time to hear argu-
ments in the Toshakhana refer-
ence.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
constituted a committee to ad-
dress the problems faced by
Gilgit-Baltistan.

He announced the forma-
tion of the committee during a
meeting with Chief Minister
Gilgit-Baltistan Gulbar Khan
who called on him in
Islamabad. The Prime

Minister directed the com-
mittee submit its recommenda-
tions after consultations on all
the issues.

Shehbaz Sharif directed
the construction of Danish
schools in all three divisions of

Gilgit-Baltistan. He said Dan-
ish schools are being estab-
lished in the region for the boys
and girls belonging to poor
families.  These schools will
provide international quality
education to the children as
well as accommodation facili-
ties.

The Prime Minister said
development of the people of
Gilgit-Baltistan and provision of
health and education facilities
to them is the first priority of
the government.

Shehbaz Sharif directed to
accelerate work on the
completion of Attabad and

Harpo hydropower projects.
The meeting was informed

that the completion of these
projects will ensure uninter-
rupted power supply in Gilgit-
Baltistan.

The Prime Minister was
informed that the construction
of Naltar Expressway has
been completed which will play
a key role in the development
and

prosperity of the region.
The Prime Minister also di-
rected to prepare an action
plan regarding the development
of tourism and solar energy
projects in Gilgit-Baltistan.

QUETTA: Member Provincial Assembly Dr. Rababa Khan giving shield to Director General Public Relations
Balochistan Mohammad Noor Khetran, Ali Satgzai, Kulsoom at the end of  Right to Information Seminar.

FIR registered as all 8 IHC judges receive threat-
ening letters laced with ‘white powder’

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
police on Tuesday filed a case on
terror charges after all eight judges
of the high court received threat-
ening letters laced with a “white
powder”.

The first information report
(FIR) was registered at the
capital’s Counter Terrorism De-
partment police station on the
complaint of duty clerk Qadeer
Ahmed under Section 507 (crimi-
nal intimidation by an anony-
mous communication) of the Pa-
kistan Penal Code and Section 7
(punishment for acts of terrorism)
of the Anti-Terrorism Act.

In the FIR, a copy of which is
available with Dawn.com, Ahmed
said he worked at the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) and eight letters
were received a day ago for each
of the court’s judges, including
Chief Justice (CJ) Aamer Farooq.
He said that the letters were dis-
patched today and received by
the personal secretaries of the
judges.

He said the sender was stated
as a woman named Resham but
there was no address mentioned.
Qadeer said that shortly after, he
was alerted that there was a
“chemical powder” found in one
of the letters. He added that the
judges’ staff were subsequently
instructed to not open the remain-
ing letters.

He said the police were im-

mediately informed about the mat-
ter, adding that the sender had
attempted to influence judicial
decisions by spreading “fear and
harassment”.

Ahmed went on to say that
police personnel reached the IHC
around 2pm and seized all of the
letters, four of which had been
opened by this time while the re-
maining four were sealed. He said
that a “white powder” was found
in the unsealed envelopes.

He said that a police team ar-
rived to conduct an initial analy-
sis of the powder. The complain-
ant said the content of the letters
that had been opened referred to
an outfit, Tehreek Namoos-i-Pa-
kistan, and criticised the judicial
system and used the word
“Bacilus Anthracis” to issue a
threat. The anthrax germ Bacillus
Anthracis sickens and causes
death by proliferating in the
bloodstream, where it releases
powerful toxins. Infection is usu-
ally treated by a long course of
antibiotics.

CJ Farooq had referred to the
incident earlier today while hear-
ing PTI founder Imran Khan’s ap-
peal against his conviction in the
cipher case. During the hearing,
he had said the issue was one of
the reasons for a delay in the pro-
ceedings. “Basically the high
court has been threatened,” the
IHC chief justice had remarked.

Meanwhile, the Islamabad
police said an investigation into
the “threatening letters” has be-
gun and would be completed
soon by using all available re-
sources.

The PTI also demanded an
“immediate and comprehensive
investigation” into the matter,
saying the incident was “clearly
intended to intimidate” the IHC
judges. The development comes
days after after six IHC judges
wrote a startling letter to the Su-
preme Judicial Council (SJC) mem-
bers last week, regarding attempts
to pressure judges through the
abduction and torture of their rela-
tives as well as secret surveillance
inside their homes.

The letter was signed by Jus-
tices Mohsin Akhtar Kayani, Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri, Babar Sattar,
Sardar Ejaz Ishaq Khan, Arbab
Muhammad Tahir and Saman
Rafat Imtiaz.

A day later, calls had emerged
from various quarters for a probe
into the investigation, amid which
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Qazi Faez Isa had summoned a full
court meeting of the apex court
judges. On Thursday, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif had met CJP
Isa, and the two had decided to
form a commission to investigate
the concerns of interference in ju-
dicial affairs following the
cabinet’s approval.  NEWS DESK.
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Seven aid workers killed in Israeli
strike in Gaza: NGO

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for commerce, Mr Jam Kamal Khan, called on President Asif Ali
Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resources Development Chaudhry
Salik Hussain receiving souvenir from Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan H.E. Khazar Farhadov.

Hike in Tobacco Tax termed vital for relief to
public on essential commodities

So-called China's "overcapacity" an
opportunity for the Global South: Scholar

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The government needs
to prioritize health and
economic agendas by
increasing taxes on
cigarettes as this call
comes in tandem with
the imminent com-
mencement of negotia-
tions on the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) Agreement and
the crucial Budget Plan-
ning for 2024-25.

This was stated by
the health activists, in
a press release by the
Society for the Protec-
tion of the Rights of the
Child (SPARC) here on
Tuesday.

Country Head of
CTFK, Malik Imran
Ahmad focusing on
long-term public health
and economic stability,
emphasized the inter-
connected relationship
between reduced to-

bacco consumption,
improved health out-
comes, and enhanced
revenue streams.

Prioritizing to-
bacco taxation in the
forthcoming budget
would not only safe-
guard public health but
also propel the nation
towards achieving its
fiscal targets and com-
mitments, he affirmed.

To Propel Health
and Economy Forward,
Ahmad advocated for a
26.6% Federal Excise
Duty (FED) increase on
cigarettes, a move pro-
jected to recuperate
19.8% of healthcare ex-
penditures associated
with smoking-related
diseases. He empha-
sized that this measure
aligns with the impend-
ing IMF Agreement ne-
gotiations, contributing
substantially to revenue

generation crucial for
budgetary allocations.

Malik Imran high-
lighted that the govern-
ment would benefit
from increased revenue
from tobacco prod-
ucts, potentially avert-
ing the need for an in-
crease in petrol prices
and subsequent rises in
commodity prices.
This strategic approach
would provide much-
needed relief to the pub-
lic amidst economic
challenges.

Program Manager
at SPARC, Dr. Khalil
Ahmad Dogar stressed
the pivotal role of in-
creased cigarette taxes
in deterring tobacco
use among youth and
low-income individu-
als. He reiterated that
higher prices serve as
effective deterrents,
particularly for price-

sensitive demographics
such as youth and the
low-income population.
He urged the govern-
ment to leverage to-
bacco taxation not only
to curb smoking initia-
tion among youth but
also to fortify public
health initiatives and
healthcare services.

Dr. Khalil Dogar
emphasized that
policymakers must ful-
fill their electoral prom-
ises by taking decisive
action against the to-
bacco industry. This
includes continuous and
consistent raises in to-
bacco taxation,  the
implementation of a
single tax tier system,
a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d
implementation of the
Track and Trace Sys-
tem, and maintaining a
clear separation from
the tobacco industry.

WASHINGTON (INP):
Food aid organization
World Central Kitchen
said Tuesday that an Is-
raeli strike killed seven
of its workers in the Gaza
Strip.

“World Central
Kitchen is devastated to
confirm seven members
of our team have been
killed in an IDF strike in
Gaza,” the US-based
charity said in a state-
ment.

It added that those
killed were “from Austra-
lia, Poland, United King-
dom, a dual citizen of the
U.S. and Canada and
Palestine.” The aid orga-
nization also announced
it was “pausing our op-
erations in the region”.

Since the October
start of the war, World
Central Kitchen has
been involved in relief
efforts, including sup-
plying meals to hunger-
stricken Gaza.

It is  one of two
NGOs spearheading ef-
forts to deliver aid to
Gaza by boat from

Cyprus and was also in-
volved in the construc-
tion of a temporary jetty.

The NGO said its
team was traveling in a
“deconflicted” area in a
convoy of “two armored
cars branded with the
WCK logo and a soft
skin vehicle” at the time
of the strike.

“Despite coordinat-
ing movements with the
IDF, the convoy was hit
as it was leaving the Deir
al-Balah warehouse,
where the team had un-
loaded more than 100
tons of humanitarian
food aid brought to Gaza
on the maritime route,” it
said.

World Central
Kitchen “lost several of
our sisters and brothers
in an IDF air strike in
Gaza. I am heartbroken
and grieving for their
families and friends and
our whole WCK family,”
the group’s founder, chef
Jose Andres, wrote on
social media platform X.

Australian Prime
Minister Anthony

Albanese on Tuesday
confirmed one of the
killed aid workers was
Australian national Zomi
Frankcom.

“This is completely
unacceptable. Australia
expects full accountabil-
ity for the deaths of aid
workers,” Albanese said.

Earlier, the Gaza
health ministry had said
the bodies of four for-
eign aid  workers and
their Palestinian driver
were brought to the hos-
pital in the central town
of Deir el-Balah after an
Israeli strike targeted
their vehicle.

Hamas said in a
statement that the aid
workers included “Brit-
ish, Australian and Pol-
ish nationalities, with
the fourth nationality not
known” and that the fifth
person killed was a Pal-
estinian driver and trans-
lator.

US National Secu-
rity Council spokesper-
son Adrienne Watson
said the White House
was “heartbroken and

deeply troubled by the
strike”.

“Humanitarian aid
workers must be pro-
tected as they deliver aid
that is desperately
needed, and we urge Is-
rael to swiftly investigate
what happened,” she
wrote on X.

The Israeli military
said in a statement that it
was “conducting a thor-
ough review at the high-
est levels to understand
the circumstances of this
tragic incident”, adding
that it had been “work-
ing closely with WCK”
in the effort to provide
aid to Palestinians.

UN agencies have
warned repeatedly that
northern Gaza is on the
verge of famine, calling
the situation a man-made
crisis.

The bloodiest-ever
Gaza war erupted with
Hamas’s unprecedented
October 7 attack, which
resulted in about 1,160
deaths in Israel, accord-
ing to an AFP tally of Is-
raeli official figures.

BEIJING (INP): So-called
China's "overcapacity"
an opportunity for the
Global South, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) re-
ported on Tuesday quot-
ing scholars.

"It's not that they
don't want EVs; they just
don't want Chinese EVs,"
noted Marco Fernandes,
Research Fellow,
Tricontinental Institute
for Social Research, Bra-
zil, while taking an exclu-
sive interview with CEN.

Who are they?
“One of the things that
I've been reading in and
following recently is the
fact that European coun-
tries and the United
States are afraid of the
competition with the
Chinese EVs because
they are better and
cheaper.”

Fernandes while at-
tending an international
symposium held by
Chongyang Institute for
Financial Studies at
Renmin University of
China (RDCY) on March
31 told CEN that the col-
lective West – through
its powerful media – is
making up a new accu-
sation against China.

“The buzzword now
is overcapacity,” he said,
adding China is accused
of overproducing some
goods (mainly New Elec-
tric Vehicles and renew-

able energy equipment)
and facing low domestic
demand, which leads it
to seek even more for-
eign markets to sell its
production at low prices.

Is it true that the
prices of Chinese EVs
are only low because the
state subsidises these
companies – harming
the “market mechanism”
to beat the competition
in the global market?

“This accusation is
based on half-truths.
Yes, the Chinese state
subsidises many of its
companies. So do the
US, Europe, and many
other countries around
the world.

It's part of the game
of global competition.
However, innovation
and high productivity
also help to lower the
prices of Chinese prod-
ucts,” Fernandes pin-
pointed.

With high-quality
craftsmanship, innova-
tive designs, and com-
petitive pricing, compa-
nies like BYD, NIO,
Xpeng, Hongqi, and
Lynk & Co are now win-
ning hearts and minds in
many countries.

Not long ago, the
idea that Chinese car
manufacturers could
make Germans feel “in-
timidated” seemed un-
thinkable.

But today, China’s
auto exports have
surged, reaching a
record high of 4.91 mil-
lion vehicles in 2023 as
the country’s
automakers expanded
their presence overseas.

The massive
growth was propelled by
a surge in the exports of
new energy  vehicles
(NEVs), which soared
77.6 percent to more than
1.2 million units in the
past year.

The China Associa-
tion of Automobile
Manufacturers (CAAM)
predicts that China’s
NEV sales will reach 11.5
million in 2024, while to-
tal auto exports are ex-
pected to hit 5.5 million
units.

“While the collec-
tive West deems China's
'overcapacity' a threat, it
can be an opportunity
for the Global South,”
Fernandes told the re-
porter.

After substantial
Chinese investments in
infrastructure through
BRI, recent develop-
ments indicate a higher
level of cooperation be-
tween China and devel-
oping countries.

“Numerous partner-
ships between Chinese
state-owned and private
companies with Global
South countries have

been established re-
cently, many of them re-
lated to local processing
of high-demand minerals
or the production of elec-
tric vehicles,” Fernandes
pointed out.

For example, Bolivia
has signed lithium agree-
ments with Russian state
nuclear firm Rosatom
and China’s Citic Guoan
Group; the government
of Zimbabwe has signed
an agreement with China-
based private company
Tsingshan,

 to set up lithium
mining and processing
operations in the coun-
try; the Moroccan gov-
ernment gave the green
light recently for Chinese
electric battery maker
BTR New Material
Group to build a factory
near Tangier to produce
key component cath-
ode; Mexico and Brazil
are also receiving Chi-
nese NEV factories...

“There are high ex-
pectations that regional
initiatives like the BRI,
the expanded BRICS-10,
and the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation can
serve as levers to
strengthen this process,
even though they face
opposition from Western
powers. We need to
deepen this kind of co-
operation,” Fernandes
said.

Iran president says Israel’s Syria
attack ‘will not go unanswered’

TEHRAN (INP):
Iran’s President
Ebrahim Raisi on
Tuesday condemned
a deadly air strike
blamed on Israel
against his country’s
consular annex in
Damascus, saying the
“cowardly crime will
not go unanswered”.

“After repeated
defeats and failures
against the faith and
will of the Resistance
Front fighters, the Zi-
onist regime has put
blind assassinations on
its agenda in the
struggle to save itself,”
Raisi said on his
office’s website.

“Day by day, we
have witnessed the
strengthening of the
Resistance Front and
the disgust and hatred
of free nations to-
wards the illegitimate
nature of

(Israel). This
cowardly crime will
not go unanswered.”
The air strike on the
Iranian embassy’s

five-storey annex
killed seven members
of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps,
which runs Iran’s
overseas military op-
erations. Among the
dead, were Brigadier
Generals Mohammad
Reza Zahedi and
Mohammad Hadi Haji
Rahimi, both senior
commanders in the
Quds Force, Guards’
foreign operations arm.
Zahedi, 63, had held a
succession of com-
mands in the force in a
Guards career span-
ning more than four
decades. The UN Se-
curity Council was to
discuss the deadly
strike later on Tuesday
at a meeting requested
by Syrian ally Russia.
“Iran reserves its legiti-
mate and inherent right
under international law
and the United Nations
Charter to take a deci-
sive response to such
reprehensible acts,”
Iran’s mission to the
world body said. It

warned the strike
could “potentially ignite
more conflict involving
other nations” and

called on the Security
Council “to condemn
this unjustified criminal
act. “

MQM-P threatens to quit federal govt over
rise in street crimes

HYDERABAD (INP):
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MQM-P)
Senator Faisal Subzwari
Tuesday said his party
will quit the federal gov-
ernment if the people of
the port city continue to
be killed amid the rise in
street crimes across
Karachi.

Lamenting the 15-
year-long rule of the Pa-
kistan Peoples Party
(PPP) in the province, the
MQM-P senator said the
demands for an opera-
tion would have come
forward if such killings
were happening else-
where.

"If our people con-
tinue to be killed, we will
leave the government,"
he said, speaking with
journalists.

Karachi has been

gripped by street crimes
claiming the lives of doz-
ens of citizens who have
fallen victim at the hands
of criminals for the past
few weeks.

Many have been
killed while resisting
robberies and snatching
incidents, particularly in
the month of Ramadan
during which criminals
seem to have been let
loose.

From January till
March, at least 50 citi-
zens have lost their lives
due to street crimes.
Meanwhile, six robbers
have been killed in 75
police encounters while
93 accused were arrested
with injuries.

However, Sindh
Home Minister Ziaul
Hasan Lanjar termed
crime “part of a daily

life”,  alleging that the
worsening state of
crimes in Karachi is be-
ing “exaggerated” in lo-
cal media. Contrary to his
remarks, the Sindh cabi-
net, in its maiden meet-
ing on March 13 was in-
formed that nearly 16,000
street crimes had been
recorded in the metropo-
lis since January this
year. 

Taking a jibe at the
deteriorating law and or-
der situation in the port
city, the senator said:
"Police and criminals
have come to celebrate
Eid in Karachi." He ques-
tioned why barriers are

not being placed on the
streets to curb crimes in
the city. Addressing In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi, the senator in-
sisted: "The interior min-
ister should come to
Karachi and sit with our
representatives." Com-
menting on the matter of
governorship in
Sindh, Subzwari said
that his party has not
taken any decision with
regards to the change of
the governor. He added
that Governor Kamran
Tessori is the
federation's representa-
tive in Sindh and remains
in office.
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QUETTA VOICE
Editor: Asim Khan

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for
 Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Kakar:

Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alarming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment,
and infant and maternal
mortality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment. The unmatched
policies and irrelevant
development strategies,
along with poor gover-
nance, have resulted in
extreme underdevelop-
ment of the province.
Though the bleak pic-
ture of the province is
noticeable to all deci-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
ing critical poverty lev-
els in red, Balochistan’s
political and intellectual
spheres remain sharply
divided.
Balochistan’s
Political And
Intellectual
Spheres Di-

vided
Amidst the current

devastating scenario in
the province,
Balochistan’s political
and intellectual spheres
are sharply divided.
Supporters of the latter
viewpoint draw upon
global examples of suc-
cessful development
strategies, particularly
the establishment of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in various na-
tions.

Learning from glo-
bal case studies, the po-
tential of Balochistan as
a resource-rich province
with vast ecological and
topographic diversity,
coupled with its strate-
gic location, warrants a
paradigm shift towards
infrastructure develop-
ment and economic
growth. It is evident that
uplifting the economic
status of the populace
will pave the way for the

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help
approaches. Failure to
adapt to this evolving
development approach
over the past 70 years
serves as a stark re-
minder of the need for
change.

Potentials of
the Province
Ensure the
Success of

SEZ
Balochistan, often

referred to as the “fruit
basket” of Pakistan,
stands out as a resource-
rich province boasting
the largest landscape
and the longest coast-
line spanning 770 kilome-
ters. Despite its un-
tapped wealth in various
minerals, Balochistan re-
mains underdeveloped.
Its diverse ecological
and topographic zones
allow for the experience
of different seasons si-
multaneously, with in-
habitants enjoying both
the coldest and hottest
regions in the province
within one division.

Deng Xiaoping was
impressed by the unbe-
lievable emergence of
development in
Singapore quoted once
that when visited Lee
Kuan and asked how I
can make China as
Singapore and his re-
sponse was to establish
the SEZs and affirmed
the establishment of one
thousand SEZs in China.

The province’s stra-
tegic location grants it
access to two interna-
tional borders with Iran
and Afghanistan. Its rich
resources, including
minerals, natural gas,
agriculture, livestock,
forests, and fisheries,
offer a solid foundation
for intensifying the em-
phasis on Special Eco-

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potentials not
only justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve as a
guarantee of their suc-
cess.
SEZs The Only

Option
Ensuring the full

operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) already identified
commenced in
Balochistan stands out
as the foremost priority
area for intervention. The
establishment of small
and medium-scale indus-
tries within these zones
will not only create em-
ployment opportunities
but also incentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering urbanization.
This industrial growth at
the grassroots level will
facilitate the much-
needed trickle-down ef-
fect, addressing the
pressing needs of the
populace.

The momentum for
expediting the establish-
ment of industries is be-
ing further strengthened
by the concurrent devel-
opment of private hous-
ing schemes announced
and currently under con-
struction by the real es-
tate dealers. These initia-
tives will compel the
working class to seek
improved living stan-
dards, thereby enhanc-
ing the overall quality of
life in Balochistan.

Urbaniza-
tion promotion
and establish-
ment of new

cities
Addressing the

challenge of scattered
population in
Balochistan is para-
mount to ensure effec-
tive social and infrastruc-

ture development. The
dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit costs
of development and
maintenance of services.
Moreover, it contributes
to the prevailing law and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political insurgencies
and religious terrorism.

To address this
challenge, the establish-
ment of new cities and
towns across the prov-
ince is essential. How-
ever, given the budget-
ary constraints and the
heavy investment re-
quired for establishing
new cities, leveraging
the existing SEZs areas
as new cities presents a
viable solution. The de-
velopment of these
SEZs into fully func-
tional urban centers with
basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
climatic disasters such
as earthquakes, floods,
and droughts, as wit-
nessed in  areas like
Ziarat, the Green Belt,
Gider (Kalat), and Pishin.

Transforming SEZs
into new cities not only
addresses the challenge
of scattered population
but also provides a stra-
tegic opportunity to spur
economic growth and
development in
Balochistan. It facilitates
urbanization, enhances
access to services and
infrastructure, and con-
tributes to stability and
security in the region.
Therefore, prioritizing
the development of
these SEZs into new ur-
ban hubs can be a game-
changer for
Balochistan’s sustain-
able development

agenda.
Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private

sectors
The Government of

Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing on
thematic areas such as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etly dwindling by the ap-
pointment of heads from
junior officials who lack
the influence to navigate
bureaucratic hurdles or
garner support from
higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges
by not providing an en-
abling environment for
these officials.

To address these is-
sues, it is imperative to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

 These individuals
should possess local
knowledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au-
thorities within the gov-
ernment. This approach
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clout and influence to
drive meaningful
progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles
effectively.

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming of
Balochistan at the na-
tional level.

Is there now a winning team?
By Jawed Naqvi:

FOR India’s opposi-
tion, the arrest of Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal was the prover-
bial straw that broke the
camel’s back. It’s now
known that a key witness
against Kejriwal donated
a tidy sum to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s
campaign fund through
electoral bonds.

What began as a
domestic skirmish ahead
of the make-or-break
general elections starting
this month, found inter-
national interest. Ger-
many and the US coun-
selled transparency on
Kejriwal’s behalf. They
annoyed India but were
joined by the UN secre-
tary general’s office,
whose concern for pro-
bity was couched in
diplomatese.

The harassment of a
key baiter of crony capi-
talists also spurred the
opposition to regroup,
partly in self-interest but
also out of slowly dawn-

ing political sagacity.
Going by Sunday’s mam-
moth rally showcasing
India’s most seasoned
opposition leaders at
Delhi’s Ramlila Grounds,
the arrest of two serving
chief ministers on elec-
tion eve — the other be-
ing the tribal chief min-
ister of Jharkhand —
appears to  have
revitalised a foundering
campaign to dislodge
Mr Modi in the multi-
stage elections starting
on April 19. Results are
expected on June 4.

Hope and fervour
were plentiful, but appre-
hension was also lurking
at the grand park that
links New Delhi with the
old city, the venue
where a landmark oppo-
sition rally turned the
tide against Indira
Gandhi’s emergency rule
in 1977. Speaker after
speaker cautioned Mr
Modi against ‘fixing the
match’ or queering the
pitch for rivals, whether
by jailing opponents or

by freezing bank ac-
counts of cash-strapped
parties through legally
dressed subterfuge.

“India will burn if
you try to win the elec-
tion by fixing the match,
or tinker with the consti-
tution.” The sharp senti-
ment was expressed by
Rahul Gandhi, and every-
one on the podium
seemed to agree with the
intent.

If Modi was not
stopped this time around,
it could be India’s last
look at democracy. Udhav
Thackeray’s Shiv Sena
had supported Mrs
Gandhi’s emergency. He
was now an embodiment
of a born-again democrat,
so to speak. Confident of
winning the elections
provided the opposition
stays united, he went a
step beyond Rahul
Gandhi’s warning. Mr
Thackeray promised to
put the Modi govern-
ment in jail after the elec-
tions. Lending a degree
of credibility to the call for

a winnable fight was the
presence of Dereck
O’Brien, MP for Mamata
Banerjee’s Trinamool
Congress.

 It was her decision
to go it alone in West
Bengal that all but broke
the alliance. Now her
endorsement of opposi-
tion unity was packaged
with renewed conviction
that her party was teth-
ered to the INDIA alli-
ance and its resolve to
defeat the Bharatiya
Janata Party.

The arrest of two
serving chief ministers
on election eve appears
to have revitalised a
foundering campaign to
dislodge Mr Modi.

Given that match
fixing was the day’s
theme and its fear was
an important factor in
prompting the disparate
group to close ranks,
let’s stay with the cricket
metaphor. Let’s ask if the
opposition’s rearguard
action, for that is what
the rally essentially was,

had come too little, too
late to fetch victory.

Before lifting the
1983 World Cup, the In-
dian team, not unlike the
current Indian opposi-
tion, was mauled and
broken at both the pre-
vious outings. Which
made it that much more
rewarding for Kapil Dev
to take the cup at Lord’s.
The cricket analogy
works nicely for the 14
major political parties
gathered in Delhi on Palm
Sunday.

 As with Kapil
Dev’s team, the rally ini-
tially saw a squad that
was low in self-esteem,
but which could yet fix
its gaze on the prize, de-
spite not seriously hop-
ing to win it. The no-frills
self-effacing-to-a-fault
eleven welded into a
winning unit when it
came to the crunch and
defeated the day’s most
invincible squad in the
tournament not once but
twice to surprise every-
one, including them-

selves.
In one of the

matches, so low was the
expectation from the In-
dian team that there
wasn’t a TV camera sta-
tioned at the Nevill
Ground in Kent to record
Kapil Dev’s once-in-a-
lifetime 175 not out. It
rescued the team from
yet another humiliating
World Cup exit. The
largely unwatched match
against Zimbabwe
would put India on
course to rewriting
cricketing history.

That event had a
canny resemblance to the
one in New Delhi on
Sunday. There was no
TV news channel to
cover the rally. That’s
what the Modi media
does.

Typically, the huge
story about electoral
bonds revealing the
BJP’s quid pro quos as
the main beneficiary was
quietly airbrushed. For
the Modi-friendly TV
channels the story never

broke. There were on the
stage leaders of stature
representing govern-
ments in major states in-
cluding Punjab, West
Bengal, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. And
there were leaders from
Maharashtra and Bihar
whose state govern-
ments were torpedoed
by Mr Modi’s associates
by inducing defections.
They are hungry for re-
venge. And there was no
TV channel, unbeliev-
ably, to cover this event.

“When pressure is
put on umpires and cap-
tains, players are bought
off and the match is won
in cricket, it is called
match-fixing,” Mr
Gandhi continued.

“We have a Lok
Sabha election before
us. Who selected the
umpires? Before the
match started, two play-
ers were arrested …
Narendra Modi is trying
to do match-fixing in the
election,” Mr Gandhi as-
serted. “The BJP is rais-

ing the slogan of getting
400 seats but without
EVMs, match-fixing,
pressuring media and
buying them, it will not
be able to reach even 180
seats,” he said.

Granted that look-
ing ahead the coming
electoral match may not
be best remembered for
its free or fair spirit. But
there is another cricket
metaphor India’s oppo-
sition alliance might be
wary of. It’s called being
out ‘hit wicket’.

Among several
ways, Mr Modi’s oppo-
nents can fall to self-
harm; not seizing the
moment that Kejriwal’s
arrest has created could
be decisive. Rahul
Gandhi and Mamata
Banerjee, Sharad Pawar
or Akhilesh Yadav —
they are all match-win-
ners on their day.

Today, it’s Kejriwal
who looks primed to
swing the match against
Modi, even a rigged one.
Applaud him.

Autism and SDGs
By Rukhsana Shah:

Balochistan Needs Action, Not
Another Failed Polio Campaign

Editorial:
The news of a children in Chaman and Dera Bugti contracting polio, in
Balochistan after three years, is a damning indictment of the provincial health
department and donor agencies entrusted with this critical public health mis-
sion. While a targeted vaccination campaign is a welcome response, it’s a mere
bandage on a gaping wound.

Imported Solutions Don’t Work
For far too long, a top-down approach relying on imported solutions has

dominated our fight against polio. We, the people of Balochistan, have the
indigenous knowledge and cultural understanding necessary to effectively
combat this disease. Yet, our voices and workable solutions are consistently
sidelined.

The presence of poliovirus in environmental samples since last August is
a glaring failure of our health department. This isn’t just a recent oversight; it
exposes a systemic weakness in surveillance and outreach programs.

Where are the culturally sensitive campaigns that educate our communi-
ties in the local languages? Where are the efforts to address vaccine hesitancy
through dialogue and trust-building with local leaders? We need an overhaul
of the health department’s approach, one that leverages the strengths of our
communities and fosters ownership over public health initiatives.

Donor agencies must also shoulder some of the blame
Have they critically evaluated the effectiveness of their funding, or have

they simply perpetuated a cycle of dependence on external solutions? We
urge them to invest in building the capacity of our local healthcare system and
empower Balochistanis to take charge of their health outcomes.

The upcoming vaccination campaign is crucial, but it cannot be a one-off
effort. We need a sustained, multi-pronged approach that integrates local knowl-
edge, strengthens healthcare infrastructure, and prioritizes community engage-
ment. Only then can we truly eradicate polio from Balochistan and safeguard
the health of future generations.

This is a wake-up call. Let Balochistan not be known for this resurgence of
a preventable disease. Let’s work together, with our own solutions at the fore-
front, to banish polio for good.

THE 2024 observance
of World Autism Day is
aligned with the imple-
mentation status and
progress on the Sustain-
able Development Goals.
Autism is a
neurodevelopmental
condition representing
human evolution and
neurodiversity among all
world populations. The
SDGs are universally
agreed goals adopted in
2015 by the UN to bridge
economic disparities in
17 overlapping areas in-
cluding access to qual-
ity health, education and
safety. They promote
gender equality and in-
clusive economic
growth and employment
for all.

The Sustainable
Development Agenda
was to be fulfilled by
2030. However, the SDG
report of 2023 shows
that progress on more
than 50 per cent of tar-
gets is inadequate while
in 30pc, it has reversed.
The most important rea-
son cited is the
neoliberal fiscal and
monetary policy
environm-ent created by
the “outdated, dysfunc-
tional and unfair interna-
tional financial architec-
ture” of the 1940s’
Bretton Woods institu-
tions. Inequalities within
rich and poor countries
are increasing, and the
North-South divide is
deepening. According to
the report, the SDGs are
in peril; their failure
would sound the death
knell for the planet.

Centuries of
colonisation and exploi-
tation have left develop-
ing countries with the

poorest, most vulnerable
people. Continu-ing in-
justices through institu-
tional monetary and po-
litical instruments play a
major role in the lack of
progress on SDGs. The
promise of increasing
official development as-
sistance by developed
countries towards
achieving the SDGs
hasn’t been kept, and
targets on climate
change haven’t met with
success, not least be-
cause the financial
co--m-----mitment of $100
billion per year was ig-
nored.

Poor progress on
SDGs is bad news for the
marginalised.

At the same time,
the developing coun-
tries’ governments can-
not be absolved of their
responsibility of eradi-
cating poverty and pro-
viding education, health,
access and employment
opportunities to their
people. In the 2023 Hu-
man Development
Ind-ex, Pakistan ranks
below Togo and
Rwanda, with only 4.4
average years of educa-
tion (SDG-4), while India
and Bangladesh (se-ven
years) are in the Medium
Development Index, and
Iran and Sri Lanka (11
years) in the High Devel-
opment Index. The SDG
Status Report issued by
the Planning
Com-mission in 2021 ad-
mits Pakistan’s progress
has been dismal in edu-
cation and poor on eco-
nomic growth and em-
ployment.

Pakistan has failed
to provide literacy to
60pc of its population in
the last 77 years; its pri-

mary and secondary
healthcare systems are
deteriorating due to low
budgetary allocations
and unbridled population
growth; poverty is rising;
its infrastructure of
roads, railways and air
travel is collapsing; busi-
ness growth is restricted
by high interest rates,
chronic energy deficit,
rentier capitalism and
elite capture; and its po-
sition on world indices of
poverty alleviation, eco-
nomic opportunities, per
capita productivity, hu-
man rights, safety, gen-
der equality, inclusion of
persons with disabilities
and almost everything
else has remained at
shamefully low levels.

A critical component
of development in general
and achieving SDGs in
particular, is good gover-
nance, oversight and ac-
countability of govern-
ments and public institu-
tions. Governance in Pa-
kistan has deteriorated
alarmingly, with the bu-
reaucracy and state insti-
tutions becoming parti-
san, self-serving and ra-
pacious. Two political
dynasties have ruled in
the name of democracy
for more than 40 years,
evading public account-
ability, weakening do-
mestic institutions, and
compromising national
interest with ad hoc
policy decisions. The
SDGs have thus been
sidelined.

The options of eco-
nomic recovery are fast
disappearing for Pakistan
and other countries on
the radar of the US and
EU agenda in their war for
capitalist hegemony. The
re--cent failure of UN

Pro-poor reform
By Dr Niaz Murtaza:

THE new set-up must
quickly undertake sub-
stantial reforms to save
our moribund economy
and ensure durable eco-
nomic stability, produc-
tive growth, equity and
sustainability. The IMF,
think tanks , business
groups, etc. mainly pro-
pose technical reforms,
such as deregulation and
privatisation, to loosen
the hold of an elite-run
state on markets, assum-
ing — against global
evidence — that un-
bridled markets can en-
sure progress. However,
the elites that run our
state run markets too.
Thus, many state ills ac-
tually stem from market
ills — twin deficits exist
partially as businesses
seek endless subsidies
and engage in tax eva-
sion and can’t compete
globally. The outcome is
that one can’t reform the
state without reforming

markets as market elites
will soon recapture it.

Reforms in which
the bulk of the populace
barely figures will pro-
duce an elite-run market
that fails on all four aims
mentioned above. With
the Soviet state-mo-
nopolist model proved
infeasible, the way for-
ward is a welfare-cum de-
velopmental state that
mainly serves the inter-
ests of the poor and also
ensures that markets
provide fair avenues to
them. Such reforms must
target the state and mar-
ket, make masses their
focus and use their po-
litical mobilisation as the
key force to unleash re-
form.

The starting point
must be a review of the
factors that cause pov-
erty among the masses,
ie, small producers and
labourers in rural and ur-
ban areas in Pakistan.
Such bottom-up analysis

will reveal not only the
lack of economic and so-
cial investment by the
state as key factors but
also the people’s exploi-
tation and
marginalisation by mar-
kets and local elites. It will
lead to a comprehensive
structural reform agenda
that covers legislation,
policies, strategies,
projects, services and
institutional reform at the
federal, provincial and
local levels, unlike the
usual band-aid welfare.

The agenda will ex-
pand the poor’s owner-
ship of assets (including
land reforms) and access
to credit, skills and tech-
nology; and ensure the
rule of law to protect
them from elite abuses. It
will expand locally de-
volved quality educa-
tion, health, family plan-
ning and other social ser-
vices; and support com-
munity-based groups
which mobilise and advo-

cate for the poor to in-
crease their bargaining
power in markets and
politics. Minorities,
women, and far-flung ar-
eas must be the top pri-
ority.

Investment in the
poor will drive national
progress.

This major invest-
ment in the poor will not
only serve ethical con-
cerns but also become
the main driver of na-
tional progress as re-
duced poverty ignites
growth that benefits all.
Despite our large popu-
lation, our internal mar-
ket is small, given low
incomes.

 Increasing
people’s incomes will
expand the size of the
national market and prof-
its for producers. This,
in turn, will again create
jobs, and expand in-
comes and the national
market size, thus igniting
a virtuous cycle of

progress. The poor
spend more on local
goods than the rich, ben-
efiting local producers
and the external ac-
count.

This sharp focus on
the poor would serve as
the foundation for re-
forms in policy areas that
hog mainstream reform
agendas, such as fiscal,
external, investment,
state enterprise and en-
ergy issues. But the
policy steps in  even
these areas will now
centralise and protect the
interests of the poor. To
achieve fiscal balances,
the state would only
give targeted subsidies
to the poor, eliminate
elite and universal sub-
sidies, focus more on di-
rect taxes on untaxed
sectors to  generate
enough resources for
the increased invest-
ment in the poor, and
avoid indirect taxes that
burden the poor.


