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Balochistan Home Minister, German Consul
General Discuss Counterterrorism Strategies

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: In a notable

encounter in Quetta,
Balochistan’s Home Minis-
ter, Mir Ziaullah Langove,
and Dr. Rudiger Lutz, the
German Consul stationed in
Karachi, engaged in compre-
hensive discussions con-
cerning the province’s de-
velopment, law, and order,
among other pertinent is-
sues. The meeting, attended
by esteemed officials includ-
ing Additional Secretary
Home, Zahid Saleem, Deputy
Commissioner Qalat Bilal
Shabbir, and Honorary Con-
sul General of Germany to
Balochistan, Murad Baluch,
primarily focused on ad-
dressing the prevailing law

and order challenges in the
region.

The atmosphere was
marked by warmth and hos-
pitality as the Home Minis-
ter cordially welcomed the
German delegation, present-
ing a bouquet of flowers as
a token of appreciation. Dr.
Lutz seized the opportunity
to extend his felicitations to
Minister Langove on assum-
ing office.

Throughout the discus-
sions, Minister Langove
emphasized the critical issue
of terrorism in Balochistan,
attributing its  genesis to
clandestine activities backed
by India. He reiterated
Pakistan’s unwavering com-

mitment to counterterrorism,
underscoring the indispens-
able role of the armed forces
in upholding the province’s
security. Taking a firm
stance against external med-
dling, Minister Langove
condemned India’s persis-
tent endeavors to disrupt the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), asserting
that such endeavors had
been consistently foiled. He
reaffirmed Balochistan’s
leadership’s steadfast dedi-
cation to nurturing peace,
progress, and prosperity in
the region.

Dr. Lutz expressed grati-
tude for the gracious hospi-
tality extended during his

previous visits  to
Balochistan, reaffirming
Germany’s steadfast support
for the province’s advance-
ment. In a gesture of good-
will, Minister Langove pre-
sented an honorary shield to
the German Consul General,
emblematic of the enduring
partnership between
Balochistan and Germany in
their joint pursuit of peace
and prosperity.

The meeting concluded
with both parties reiterating
their commitment to collabo-
rative endeavors aimed at
addressing security  chal-
lenges and fostering socio-
economic development in
Balochistan.

Coal Mine Attack In Dukki
Leaves 3 Miners Injured

Hussain Zarkoon:
DUKKI: In a daring at-

tack, armed assailants
opened fire at the Sardar Mir
Usman Tareen Coal Mines in
the Dukki district of
Balochistan. The assault left
at least three individuals in-
jured, including two security
personnel and a coal miner.
The attackers managed to
escape unscathed after car-
rying out the attack.

Eyewitnesses de-
scribed a scene of chaos as
the workers, seeking refuge
from the heat, were suddenly
confronted by three armed
assailants. Without warning,
the attackers launched a bar-
rage of gunfire, catching the
workers off guard as they
slept beneath mosquito nets
outside their living quarters.

The assailants, commu-
nicating in Pashto among
themselves, unleashed a hail
of bullets, creating panic
among the workers. “We
heard cries of the injured
miners,” recounted Faiz
Muhammad, a coal miner
who witnessed the attack.

The ferocity of the as-

sault was evident in the in-
juries sustained by the vic-
tims, with one laborer endur-
ing three gunshot wounds to
the back and another receiv-
ing two bullets.

The targeted attack,
which occurred at coal mine
number 9, has deeply af-
fected the community, ex-
tending beyond the immedi-
ate casualties. Two civil se-
curity personnel, identified
as Abrar, son of Malik
Nasrullah Qom Astrana, and
Janu, son of Raz

Muhammad, were among
those wounded, further
compounding the devasta-
tion.

Emergency response
teams quickly mobilized to
provide medical assistance
to the injured before trans-
porting them to Loralai for
further treatment. As the vic-
tims struggle to recover, au-
thorities have initiated a thor-
ough investigation to appre-
hend the perpetrators and
restore a sense of security
to the shaken community.

Govt disputes ‘IHC judge’s letter’ alleging interference in audio leaks case
NEWS DESK: The fed-

eral government on Tuesday
disputed the contents of a
leaked letter, purportedly
penned by Islamabad High
Court’s (IHC) Justice Babar
Sattar, alleging that security
agencies used “intimidatory
tactics” in a case pertaining
to audio leaks being heard
by the high court.

Earlier today, a snippet
from a leaked letter allegedly
attributed to the high court
judge circulated on social
media, with the PTI saying it
highlighted “interference in
audio leak case”.

The snippet stated that
in the audio leaks case, the
IHC had put on notice the
heads of state intelligence
agencies and institutions,
ministries and media regula-
tors.

“The question before
the court is whether there
exists a legal regime permit-
ting surveillance of citizens,”
said the letter addressed to
the IHC chief justice. “At
some point during the hear-
ing of the case, I was deliv-

ered messages on behalf of
top officials in the security
establishment asking me to
‘back-off’ from extensive
scrutiny of the existence and
mode of surveillance.

“I paid no heed to such
intimidatory tactics and did
not find that such messages
created a risk of substantial
detriment to the administra-
tion of justice. The current

malicious campaign’s focus
on cases involving PTA (Pa-
kistan Telecommunication
Authority) appears to be an
intimidatory tactic to influ-
ence court proceedings.”

The development
comes amid proceedings un-
derway in the IHC on alleged
audio leaks and a separate
case on contempt proceed-
ings on a social media cam-

paign targeting the judge, as
well as suo motu proceed-
ings in the apex court on al-
leged interference by intelli-
gence agencies in judicial
affairs.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Islamabad on the
matter, Attorney General of
Pakistan (AGP) Mansoor
Awan, without naming Jus-
tice Sattar, said the contents

of the letter from an IHC
judge to IHC Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq had surfaced,
saying that it was an “inter-
nal communication” of the
court.

“The contents of that
letter are being reported in
such a way and the impres-
sion is being given as if there
is interference in the IHC and
that a message was sent to
that judge regarding a spe-
cific case, or he understood
it this way, or it was sent from
such an individual which it
should have not.”

The AGP said he felt it
necessary to provide an ex-
planation on the matter, say-
ing that the judge himself
said in the leaked snippet
that he did not feel intimi-
dated with the message,
“however he understood it”,
to be an act of interference
in the principles of justice.

“His (the judge) refer-
ence in the letter was to the
social media campaign
[against him]. But because
this is a matter that is now
out in the media, I, as the

AGP, felt it necessary to ex-
plain the matter because a
perception is being created
that there is some breakdown
in relations between the ju-
diciary and the executive
because of which the issue
is moving forward.”

The AGP said there
were some “sensitive mat-
ters” of the state where it was
necessary to have commu-
nication between different
institutions. He added that
it was the AGP’s office or the
provincial advocate generals
who forwarded such com-
munication.

“I should make it clear
regarding this case that a re-
quest was made that the
briefing regarding our capa-
bility on surveillance and
other matters about national
security, internal and exter-
nal, be made in-camera so it
(the capabilities of security
agencies) does not go into
the public domain.”

He said that for a coun-
try such as Pakistan that has
hostile neighbours, it was
necessary to  ensure that

such information was not
made public.

“A communication cer-
tainly happened but what
unfortunately occurred was
that the impression was
somehow sent or under-
stood as if the case should
be taken in a particular direc-
tion. There was absolutely
nothing of this sort.”

The AGP said his office
and the advocate generals
functioned as bridges for “le-
gitimate” requests between
institutions, adding that nei-
ther the government nor any
other state institution could
interfere in the matters of ju-
diciary.

“I completely reject this
perception.”

The AGP added that as
per his information, no offi-
cial from any security insti-
tution had made such kind
of direct contact and nor
could they do so, saying that
it was his own office that had
initiated the contact to re-
quest that sensitive informa-
tion be shared in in-camera
hearings only.

SC orders govt to ensure Imran
Khan’s presence in NAB amendments

case on Thursday via video link
NEWS DESK: Chief

Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi
Faez Isa instructed the gov-
ernment on Tuesday to en-
sure video link arrangements
for incarcerated PTI founder
Imran Khan to join proceed-
ings of a case about changes
to the country’s accountabil-
ity laws and give his argu-
ments.

A five-member bench
led by the chief justice and
comprising Supreme Court
(SC) Justices Aminuddin
Khan, Jamal Khan
Mandokhail, Athar Minallah
and Hasan Azhar Rizvi heard
the case.

In 2022, amendments
were made to the country’s
accountability laws by the
then-Pakistan Democratic
Movement-led government.
The amendments made sev-
eral changes to the National
Accountability Ordinance
(NAO) 1999, including re-
ducing the term of the NAB
chairman and prosecutor
general to three years, limit-
ing NAB’s jurisdiction to
cases involving over Rs500
million, and transferring all
pending inquiries, investiga-
tions, and trials to the rel-
evant authorities.

Imran had subse-
quently filed a petition in
2022 challenging the amend-
ments, claiming that the
changes to the NAB law
were made to benefit the in-
fluential accused persons
and legitimise corruption.

The petition had
pleaded that the fresh
amendments tend to scrap
corruption cases against the
president, prime minister,
chief ministers and ministers

and provide an opportunity
to the convicted public of-
fice-holders to get their con-
victions undone.

The SC had reserved its
verdict in the case on Sep-
tember 5, 2023, after 53 hear-
ings, with the members of a
three-judge bench debating
the power of parliament to
enact legislation with retro-
spective effect. The apex
court had subsequently on
Sept 15 ordered the restora-
tion of corruption cases
against public office holders
that were withdrawn after
amendments were made to
the country’s accountability
laws and declared Imran’s
plea to be maintainable.

However, CJP Isa had
dropped hints in an October
31, 2023, hearing as the apex
court took up intra-court ap-
peals (ICA) against the Sept
15 judgement that since ear-
lier proceedings did not to
satisfy the requirements of
the Supreme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Act 2023,
proceedings in the matter
could be started afresh if the
counsel managed to “make
a solid case” for the same.

Though it refused to
stay proceedings in corrup-

tion cases underway in ac-
countability courts, the apex
court restrained trial courts
from announcing their final
orders till the next hearing of
the appeals in the matter.

The apex court was
seized with a number of
ICAs moved by the federal
government as well as by a
private citizen Zuhair Ahmed
Siddiqui, who was an ac-
cused in a corruption case
but not a party to the chal-
lenges to the NAB amend-
ments case.

The larger bench also
issued notices to respondent
Imran with a direction that
since he was incarcerated,
the notice should be deliv-
ered to him through the jail
superintendent concerned.

Justice Athar Minallah
said that the PTI founder
should be presented if he
wanted to appear in a per-
sonal capacity, adding that
Imran could not be denied
his right to appear in front of
the court since he was a
party in the case.

“This is a matter con-
cerning NAB and it is his
right to appear in a personal
capacity,” Justice Minallah
said.

Traders observe shutter-down strike against govt
plan to extend tax net to Malakand division

NEWS DESK: Private
businesses, including
schools, across the
Malakand division were
closed on Tuesday as trad-
ers observed a shutter-down
strike against the
government’s plan to extend
the tax net to the Malakand
division.

The Malakand division
trade union president, Abdur
Rahim Khan, had given the
strike call over the weekend
after a detailed meeting with
the all-district trade union
leadership at Swat Press
Club.

The traders said  the
government’s proposed
move to extend the tax net
was unjustified and against
the agreement the then gov-
ernment had inked with the
state of Swat in 1969.

Malakand division, the
divisional headquarters,
Swat, Shangla, Chitral,
Malakand, Bajaur, Dir Lower,
Dir Upper and Buner traders
observed the strike and
closed their businesses with
the exception of medicine
stores and eateries.

Rahim, while speaking
to Dawn.com sarcastically
said the government had
planned to “ reward” the
Malakand division residents
with tax imposition for the
sacrifices they rendered over
the past decade and the
natural disasters that con-
tinuously impacted people’s
lives. He said they would not
allow anyone to take away
their legal rights as the gov-
ernment had reverted the
special status of provincially
administrated tribal area
PATA and was trying to im-
pose the taxes, which he said

would be “an economic mur-
der” of the already devas-
tated people of the division.

He said the economic
activity in the division was
extremely low, claiming:
“Show us a single factory
[…] where people work and
make money.”

He accused the govern-
ment of having also killed
tourism and peace from the
area through a “so-called
army operation”.

Shangla trade union
president, Muhammad Zada,
said they would sacrifice
their lives but would not pay

a single penny to the gov-
ernment in taxes, claiming
that it already collects “60 per
cent of taxes in remittances,
online businesses, mobile,
electricity, internet packages,
online shopping, freelancing
and several others” means
but in return the division’s
residents “get nothing”.

He said the government
the plan to bring the division
under tax net would force the
already economically devas-
tated people of the area to
“commit suicide”.

Hammad Umar, another
trade union leader, said that
if the government does not
withdraw its proposed plan,
there will be extreme conse-
quences, warning that
“Islamabad was not that far
from the Malakand division.”

He said Swat merged
into Pakistan in 1969 under a
100-year agreement that
there would be no taxes of
any kind, and the govern-
ment would support and ini-
tiate the welfare work in all
its districts but the situation
was now “different and dan-
gerous”.
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Governance & competent states
By Maleeha Lodhi:

After neoliberalism
By Umair Javed:

THE global debate
over governance contin-
ues — what constitutes
good governance and
how it helps to deter-
mine the fate and for-
tunes of nations.

It is axiomatic that
effective governance
and competent leader-
ship are what make the
difference between suc-
cessful and unsuccess-
ful states. Economic de-
velopment, in fact, de-
pends on good gover-
nance. And this, in turn,
has much to do with the
quality of governance
institutions, their re-
sponsiveness to public
needs and people’s faith
in them.

In an increasingly
complex world, gover-
nance challenges have
become more daunting.
New technologies have
created unprecedented
flows of instant informa-
tion to heighten the chal-
lenge. Technology has
empowered citizens and
increased their expecta-
tions of what govern-
ments should deliver.
But governments are
seen to lack agility in a
fast-moving world.

The international
debate on governance
in the 21st century has
produced a rich body of
literature. During the
Covid-19 pandemic, this
conversation intensified
as assessments were
made of which countries
managed the health cri-
sis better and whether
democracies did a more
efficient job than au-
thoritarian systems.
Fareed Zakaria, in his
book Ten Lessons for
the Post-Pandemic
World, argued that while
democracies had a bet-
ter record, it was a “com-
petent, well-functioning,
trusted state” and qual-
ity of governance that

were instrumental in tack-
ling the pandemic effec-
tively.

Similarly, the Ameri-
can political scientist
Francis Fukuyama as-
serted it was not the type
of political system that
determined capable man-
agement but an effective
state. In a 2020 essay, he
argued the crucial deter-
minant in efficient crisis
response is state capac-
ity and trust in govern-
ment. “What matters in
the end is not regime
type but whether citizens
trust their leaders, and
whether those leaders
preside over a compe-
tent and effective state.”

Pakistan has much
to learn from the global
debate to reimagine gov-
ernance.

The unsettled post-
Covid period saw un-
precedented, overlap-
ping challenges confront
countries across the
world. This prompted the
World Bank to call for
reimagining governance.
Its Future of Government
report (2022) focused at-
tention on the need for
governments to tackle
unresolved governance
problems.

It saw the world at
an inflection point due to
growing demands, eco-
nomic headwinds and
mistrust, as well as per-
sistence of chronic fail-
ures such as the learn-
ing crisis and job inse-
curity.

The report called for
a new social contract
supported by an elite
bargain by which elites
committed to outcomes
to benefit society at large
and not just themselves.
It proposed a “govern-
ment of the future” with
a clear vision of its role
— innovative, trusted,
prepared for crisis and
responsive to the de-
mands of citizens.

Over the years, the
World Bank also ad-
vanced the governance
debate by its efforts to
evaluate and measure the
quality of governance of
countries. Its worldwide
governance indicators
represent a compilation
of data that captures per-
ceptions of the quality of
governance in over 200
countries and territories.
They measure six dimen-
sions of governance —
voice and accountability,
political stability and ab-
sence of violence/ terror-
ism, government effec-
tiveness, regulatory
quality, rule of law and
control of corruption.

In the global
rankings based on as-
sessment of these dimen-
sions, Singapore, Fin-
land, Norway and Den-
mark were among top
performers in the 2022
rankings, with Pakistan
among the bottom group
of countries.

A different contribu-
tion to the governance
debate was made by an
insightful book pub-
lished some years back
titled Intelligent Gover-
nance for the 21st Cen-
tury: A Middle Way be-
tween West and East by
Nicolas Berggruen and
Nathan Gardels. The au-
thors examined whether
there was a need to
reimagine government
as political systems were
not delivering effective
governance.

They offered a com-
pelling idea that both
East and West should
learn and adapt from one
another to combine
“knowledgeable democ-
racy” with “accountable
meritocracy”.

For the authors, the
question was not if
Western-style democ-
racy would triumph over
rule by a meritocratic
Mandarinate rooted in

China’s ancient “institu-
tional civilisation”, or the
other way around. In-
stead, they asked
whether a “middle way”
between them could be
evolved.

By this, they meant
finding a balance be-
tween meritocracy and
democracy, and between
authority and freedom to
create the most “intelli-
gent form of gover-
nance”. They suggested
drawing on the ‘best
practices’ from both to
evolve hybrid institu-
tional arrangements that
fused elements of popu-
lar democracy with the
Confucian tradition of a
learned meritocracy.

But they stressed
the need for reform in
Western and Eastern
political systems alike, as
both faced challenges.
They argued that
polarisation, dysfunc-
tion, decay and ideologi-
cal rigidity afflict gover-
nance systems in much
of the West. Without re-
form, electoral democ-
racy anchored in a con-
sumer culture of instant
gratification is headed
towards “terminal de-
cline”. This is because it
prioritises short-term in-
terests, unmitigated by
robust deliberative insti-
tutions, which have be-
come weaker and unable
to pursue the public
good. In the US, democ-
racy appears unable to
self-correct.

On the other hand,
China adopts a long-
term governance per-
spective, can take tough
decisions, and robustly
implement them. China’s
operative system is
predicated on the
meritocratic tradition of
learned and experienced
elites and reflected in the
modern Mandarinate of
the Communist Party.
This enables it to chart a

long-term path, which
explains its extraordinary
rise. But the Chinese
system is also under
stress and needs correc-
tion because it “lacks
accountability” and
faces mounting de-
mands from its people for
democratic checks on
arbitrary authority and
cronyism.

This discussion
leads the authors to con-
tend that the best at-
tributes of both Eastern
and Western systems
can help to produce a
template of “intelligent
governance”. This
means striking a balance
between rights and re-
sponsibilities, as well as
ensuring a check on
populist and partisan
impulses by injecting the
perspective of the long-
term and common good
in a strong deliberative
institution.

China would “need
more participatory in-
volvement” and greater
accountability; “The US
would need a more
depoliticised democracy
in which governance for
the long term and com-
mon good is insulated
from the populist short-
term special interest po-
litical culture”.

While every coun-
try has to choose its own
governance system and
development path, there
is much to learn from the
governance debate.

Several core prin-
ciples of good gover-
nance have universal
application — framing
and implementing policy
in the public interest by
an inclusive process that
meets the requirements
of legitimacy, compe-
tence and accountability
and gives primacy to
merit over cronyism. Pa-
kistan has yet to apply
these principles to the
way it is governed.

SLOWLY but surely,
the signs of a global po-
litical and cultural re-
alignment are becoming
apparent. Several com-
mentators trace the ori-
gins of this realignment
to events of the last two
and a half decades — the
so-called war on terror
and its impact on Mus-
lim societies, the global
financial crisis and the
concurrent growth in
Asian economies, and
greater migratory flows,
especially to the West.

A number of these
varied trends are
clubbed together and
summarised as the end
of neoliberal
globalisation. Trade
wars between the US
and China, the fracturing
of peace in Europe, the
rise of right-wing nation-
alist and populist move-
ments, the breakdown of
the (admittedly) thin
consensus on open bor-
ders, and the resurgence
of the state as a coordi-
nator of economic activ-
ity all show a world quite
different to the one en-
visioned by the Davos
crowd in the 1980s and
1990s.

On the economy
front, quite a lot has al-
ready been written about
the decoupling of trade

and the rise of state in-
terventions in the
economy, even in the
West. Drawing on
China’s successful
implementation of politi-
cal capitalism — ie, a
system where political
power of the state is
used to fulfil economic
goals — even countries
generally reluctant to
embrace any form of
state intervention (such
as the US), have
switched to some variant
of industrial policy, espe-
cially in key sectors like
battery and green tech-
nology and semiconduc-
tors. In her recent trip to
China, US Treasury Sec-
retary Janet Yellen sug-
gested, almost ruefully,
that the (neoliberal) man-
tra of free trade champi-
oned by her and her pre-
decessors in office had
been detrimental to
American workers.

These economic
shifts will become more
apparent as countries
across the Global South
attempt to catch up us-
ing a variety of different
interventionist ap-
proaches. Selective en-
gagement with the world,
rather than an unencum-
bered embrace, is likely
to be the pattern in the
years ahead. However,
neoliberal globalisation

was not just an eco-
nomic project. It came
armed with a range of
political and cultural ide-
als whose task was to
generate mass consen-
sus, especially among
the so-called losers of
globalisation.

The slowdown of
economic growth has led
to chauvinist politics.

A primary one was
the ideal of liberal de-
mocracy, supposedly
guaranteed globally by
the US. The simple fact,
though, is that the com-
mitment to this ideal re-
mained selective at best,
contingent on US foreign
policy goals. The West
was comfortable work-
ing with dictatorships of
all stripes as long as its
interests in a particular
region were guaranteed.
However, even this su-
perficial consensus
seems to be fraying. With
the rise of far-right and
populist movements in
the West, democracy is
eroding in its supposed
heartlands.

Simultaneously, the
(selective) success of
autocracies in generating
popular support and
consensus through eco-
nomic growth makes
them seem an attractive
alternative. Regardless
of the extremely specific

factors that allow some
autocracies to generate
growth, every aspiring
autocrat, such as those
frequently found in Pa-
kistan, seems to think
that limiting popular rep-
resentation is a key in-
gredient in  delivering
growth.

In an insightful re-
cent exposition, sociolo-
gist Cihan Tugal cites
the case of Erdogan and
Turkey’s AKP, which
have deftly  used tar-
geted state welfare, in-
terventions in the
economy and authoritar-
ian politics to create a
durable ruling arrange-
ment. These arrange-
ments have proven to be
somewhat successful in
limiting, though by no
means finishing, chal-
lenges to its rule over
the last two decades.

Finally, the cultural
agenda of neoliberalism
is also being challenged,
both in the West and
abroad. This agenda
was based on the ex-
tremely selective co-
optation of ideals of in-
clusion and representa-
tion. It found its clearest
manifestation in places
like the US, where check-
box tokenism became
the basic mode of deal-
ing with racial and gen-
der minorities without

any actual accompany-
ing reordering of eco-
nomic and social hierar-
chies. The slowdown of
economic growth, espe-
cially in the aftermath of
the 2008 financial crisis,
has led to an upsurge of
racial, nativist, and chau-
vinist politics, which
sees even these wa-
tered-down efforts of
social justice to be an
affront that need to be
done away with. In a
throwback of sorts to the
inter-war period of the
20th century, minorities
and immigrants are being
scapegoated for the
unmet aspirations of the
majority. This retreat to-
wards primordial loyal-
ties is also increasingly
apparent in migrant com-
munities, especially con-
servative Muslim ones
across the world. The
genocidal acts of Israel
in Gaza, and the blatant
encouragement pro-
vided by Western gov-
ernments, have created a
major schism with Mus-
lim communities and
dealt another blow to lib-
eral political rhetoric and
its talk of multicultural
societies.

Anecdotally, con-
versations with Pakistani
migrants in the West re-
veal a range of anxieties.

Childcare challenge
By Huma Yusuf:

DURING a spell of
what feels like endless
school holidays, a work-
ing mother’s mind inevi-
tably turns to childcare.
When faced with the
great juggling act that is
work and life, it is not
surprising that the West
is grappling with declin-
ing birthrates and
millennials are taking to
TikTok in droves to
swear off having chil-
dren. Readers may dis-
miss working mothers
and childcare as a West-
ern problem, but it is in-
creasingly a Pakistani
one. The country must
tackle it quickly if it is to

be an equitable, inclu-
sive and prosperous so-
ciety.

Admittedly, there
has been good news on
the childcare front. In
her inaugural speech as
Punjab Chief Minister,
Maryam Nawaz pledged
to develop day care cen-
tres in workplaces to en-
able working women.
This comes on the back
of a spree of day care
centre launches in
Punjab in recent years,
including at police sta-
tions. Last year, the then
president signed the
Day Care Centres Bill,
which requires work-
places in Islamabad with

more than 70 employees
to establish crèches. It
has also made news
headlines each time a
provincial assembly has
established a childcare
facility, setting a positive
precedent.

But these largely
symbolic acts amount to
little in a country with a
female population of 109
million (2021). At 24 per
cent, Pakistan’s female
labour participation rate
is among the lowest in the
world, and well off our
own Vision 2025 target of
45pc. The lack of
childcare is a key driver
for this low participation:
according to a 2019 ILO

study, Pakistani women
do more than 90pc of
unpaid care work. De-
spite this alarming sta-
tistic, the impetus to
push for adequate
childcare for Pakistani
women seems more like
lip service than a top pri-
ority. This highlights the
state’s short-
sightedness, given that
female workforce partici-
pation is  constantly
cited as a golden key to
unlock Pakistan’s eco-
nomic potential. Indeed,
a 2018 IMF study con-
cluded that Pakistan
could boost its GDP by
30pc if it closed the gen-
der gap in its workforce.

Childcare demand
is set to grow exponen-
tially.

There are various
barriers to additional
childcare provision, the
key one being the failure
to recognise the massive
demand for such sup-
port. The nostalgic fan-
tasy of joint families,
where infants are left in
the care of doting grand-
mothers, persists. In re-
ality, care is provided by
elder female siblings or
cousins, themselves de-
nied schooling because
of childcare obligations,
fuelling a vicious cycle
of female poverty and
marginalisation. Or it’s a

maid — likely underage
and underpaid — who
herself will struggle with
childcare when the time
comes to start a family.
Improving formal
childcare provision for
one woman would likely
improve the lot of many
others. The childcare de-
mand is set to grow ex-
ponentially. High infla-
tion means dual-income
households, particularly
in urban areas, will grow
in number. Some of this
will hopefully also be
spurred by positive pull
factors, as more work-
places seek to be gender
inclusive.

Pakistan is  also

likely at a tipping point
for female rural-urban
migration, and poten-
tially at risk of having its
female labour force par-
ticipation decline if it
cannot solve the
childcare puzzle. This is
because women in rural
areas who participate in
agricultural activities are
considered employed
(leading to a rural-urban
discrepancy of 28.9pc
against 10.2pc in 2016).

Rural-urban migra-
tion has been dominated
by men seeking employ-
ment or education in cit-
ies, with women moving
in smaller numbers,
largely due to marriage.

But as climate change
leads to more stress on
agricultural production,
expect women to migrate
in much larger numbers
due to economic
nec-essity.

 With climate migra-
tion will come greater
dem-and for childcare,
particularly in urban ar-
eas, as women leave be-
hind the proverbial vil-
lage it takes to raise a
child. Failure to cater to
this demand will worsen
the prospects of female
labour participation.

The solution is not
merely legislative: laws
such as the 1934 Facto-
ries Act mandate

Criminalising hate
By Bina Shah:

Balochistan Needs Action, Not
Another Failed Polio Campaign

Editorial:
The news of a children in Chaman and Dera Bugti contracting polio, in
Balochistan after three years, is a damning indictment of the provincial health
department and donor agencies entrusted with this critical public health mis-
sion. While a targeted vaccination campaign is a welcome response, it’s a mere
bandage on a gaping wound.

Imported Solutions Don’t Work
For far too long, a top-down approach relying on imported solutions has

dominated our fight against polio. We, the people of Balochistan, have the
indigenous knowledge and cultural understanding necessary to effectively
combat this disease. Yet, our voices and workable solutions are consistently
sidelined.

The presence of poliovirus in environmental samples since last August is
a glaring failure of our health department. This isn’t just a recent oversight; it
exposes a systemic weakness in surveillance and outreach programs.

Where are the culturally sensitive campaigns that educate our communi-
ties in the local languages? Where are the efforts to address vaccine hesitancy
through dialogue and trust-building with local leaders? We need an overhaul
of the health department’s approach, one that leverages the strengths of our
communities and fosters ownership over public health initiatives.

Donor agencies must also shoulder some of the blame
Have they critically evaluated the effectiveness of their funding, or have

they simply perpetuated a cycle of dependence on external solutions? We
urge them to invest in building the capacity of our local healthcare system and
empower Balochistanis to take charge of their health outcomes.

The upcoming vaccination campaign is crucial, but it cannot be a one-off
effort. We need a sustained, multi-pronged approach that integrates local knowl-
edge, strengthens healthcare infrastructure, and prioritizes community engage-
ment. Only then can we truly eradicate polio from Balochistan and safeguard
the health of future generations.

This is a wake-up call. Let Balochistan not be known for this resurgence
of a preventable disease. Let’s work together, with our own solutions at the
forefront, to banish polio for good.

THERE is a Stephen
Spielberg movie called
Minority Report, based
on a Philip K. Dick sci-
ence fiction novella set
in the year 2054. Tom
Cruise plays a police of-
ficer who heads a special
unit that uses Pre-Cogs,
people with psychic
powers who can see the
future and predict crimes.
When Cruise is accused
of a crime he is going to
commit 36 hours from
now, it is merely the vi-
sion of a psychic that
plunges Cruise into a
desperate fight to clear
his name and not be
killed.

I thought of this film
when I read about a new
law enacted in Scotland
called the Hate Crime and
Public Order Act. Hate
crime laws had already
existed in Scotland; the
new law adds more cat-
egories to the group of
protected minorities:
age, disability, religion,
sexual orientation,
transgender identity or
being intersex. It also
abolishes the crime of
blasphemy, which most
developed nations con-
sider to be outdated.

The hate crime law,
passed in 2021, came
into effect on April 1,
2024. It does not include
protections for biologi-
cal women. Instead, the
Scottish government, led
by First Minister Humza
Yousuf, proposes to en-
act a separate law
criminalising misogyny
at a later date. This has
caused tremendous con-
troversy, as duelling
groups argue that
women’s rights are being
trampled in favour of
transgender rights.

Confusingly, it is
not meant to “stifle criti-
cism or debate”, or even
to stop people from “ex-
pressing controversial,
challenging, or offensive
views” (quotes from a
Scottish government
spokesperson speaking
to CNN). On social me-
dia, people are posting

controversial statements
just to test its bound-
aries. In the law’s first
week, police received
over 7,000 complaints, of
which only 240 were of-
ficially recorded, and the
rest deemed as false
complaints. Described
as an “unmitigated di-
saster”, the law is caus-
ing more problems than
it hoped to solve.

One can’t truly leg-
islate against hatred as
a felt human emotion.

Hate speech laws
that get it  right must
serve as a balance be-
tween public safety and
order, and the right for
people to express them-
selves freely — hence
the classic example, that
you can’ t go  into a
crowded theatre and
shout ‘Fire!’ because of
the harmful conse-
quences of that act.
Most hate speech laws
criminalise speech that
incites people to vio-
lence and physical harm.
The Scottish law takes
this even further; if your
speech incites hatred,
not even actual vio-
lence, against a pro-
tected group, you are
criminally liable.

Hate speech laws
engender a debate about
what we want our soci-
eties to look like, and
how we want our citi-
zens to behave versus
how much freedom of
thought and expression
we want them to have.
They also attempt to
make it mandatory to
treat others with respect
and dignity. But you
can’ t truly legislate
against hatred as a felt
human emotion, any
more than you can make
it enforceable by law to
love against someone’s
will.

We are trying to le-
gally intervene in the
delicate space between
emotion, ethics, and ac-
tion, by acting as a bar-
rier to human beings rac-
ing along the signal-free
corridor of the
amygdala, the part of the

brain that generates im-
pulses. Your pre-frontal
cortex, which weighs the
consequences of those
impulses, may decide
that a little hatred in the
right time and the right
place is actually a good
thing, as Aristotle de-
scribed the relationship
between hatred and vir-
tue. But just in case, the
Hate Crime Law, with its
attendant punishments,
is there to guide you to
the better choice of keep-
ing your hateful
thoughts to yourself.

In George Orwell’s
dystopian classic 1984,
laws against
thoughtcrime, or having
negative thoughts
against the ruling gov-
ernment, was the most
extreme type of hate
speech law.
Thoughtcrimes did not
have to be acted upon,
nor did they have to
cause physical or mate-
rial harm. Merely a
person’s beliefs, ex-
pressed to another or
written in a diary, could
bring a citizen of Oceania
such as Winston Smith
into the reach of the
ThinkPol, or thought po-
lice, though he avoided
the ultimate fate of
vaporisation.

But rather than 1984
or the Minority Report, I
look at Pakistan as a
prime example of hate
speech laws gone wrong,
where the mere sugges-
tion of sacrilege results in
pogroms, desecration,
and death before the le-
gal process against it has
even begun. Meanwhile,
vulnerable populations
— women, khwaja siras
and intersex people, the
disabled, non-Muslims
and minority sects —
continue to experience
hatred, discrimination
and violence freely ex-
pressed in  thought,
words, and action. In Pa-
kistan, this kind of hatred
is not banned; instead, it
is weaponised. When will
we come up with the kind
of laws to protect our citi-
zens from that?
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Nasrallah terms attacking Rafah as Netanyahu's
goal to cover up defeats

Sri Lanka squad departs for USA to partake
in T20 World Cup 2024

TEHRAN (INP):
Hezbollah’s Secretary
General Sayyed
Hassan Nasrallah has
said that Israeli at-
tacks on Rafah are the
Zionist prime minister
B e n j a m i n
Netanyahu's goal to
cover up his defeats in
Gaza.

During a televised
speech, Sayyed
Hassan Nasrallah ad-
dressed the recent es-
calation of violence in
Gaza, and said that the
Israeli regime's offi-
cials have

admitted to daily
defeats in the conflict.

Nasrallah went
on to say that Israel
has also acknowl-
edged the defeats in
the Gaza war, the sup-
port fronts, and the
economy of this re-

gime. However, de-
spite these failures, the
Israeli government is
worried about with-
drawing from Gaza as
such a move would be
considered a failure
and a significant blow
to their regime.

Referring to the
confusion of the Zion-
ist regime's leaders
about the situation in
Gaza, Hezbollah Sec-
retary General said
that the senior officials
of the occupying re-
gime are deadlocked
and have no idea about
their next steps after
the end of the aggres-
sion in Gaza. That's
why they're trying to
find a way to show
themselves victorious.
Therefore, the
regime's prime minis-
ter is trying to enter

Rafah city to cover up
his failure in raiding
Gaza.

Nasrallah urged
people not to be fooled
by the US's recent
scenarios, pointing out
that the US supports
Israel and has not
changed its position on
the conflict.

He also men-
tioned that Hamas'
agreement with me-
diation parties sur-
prised Netanyahu and
marked a significant
victory for Hamas.

Nasrallah added
that Israel has two op-
tions: accept the offer
and concede defeat or
continue the battle and
suffer a war of attri-
tion.

He highlighted the
successful outcome of
Operation Al-Aqsa

Storm and emphasized
that it demonstrated
the Israeli
government's inability
to win in a conflict. As
a result, 70 percent of
Israelis demanded the
resignation of the Chief
of the General Staff,
who is the head of the
regime.

Another achieve-
ment of Operation Al-
Aqsa Storm is that the
occupying regime, de-
spite having Western
support in releasing its
captives or winning the
Resistance, has failed
in this regard,
Nasrallah added. He
further stated that the
ongoing war in Gaza,
despite its costs, is a
historic battle that will
lead to real and his-
toric accomplish-
ments.

COLOMBO (INP):
The Sri Lanka cricket
team departed for the
United States of
America (USA) on
Tuesday to participate
in the upcoming ICC
Men’s T20

World Cup 2024,
commencing on June
1.

Sri Lanka are the
first team to leave for
the mega event, how-
ever, star spinner
Maheesh Theekshana
is not travelling with
the squad, owing to his
commitment

to IPL franchise
Chennai Super Kings.

The squad fea-
tures a blend of expe-

rienced and young
players and will be led
by star all-rounder
Wanindu Hasaranga.
Sri Lanka opted to rely
on the experience

of veteran Angelo
Mathews, who made
his T20I comeback in
January after being
away from the setup
for nearly three years.

Notably, this will be
Mathews’ sixth T20
World Cup appear-
ance. He was also a
part of Sri Lanka’s vic-
torious campaign in
2014.

S k i p p e r
Hasaranga is one of
the spin-bowling all-
rounders beside Dunith

W e l l a l a g e ,
Dhananjaya de Silva,
and Kamindu Mendis.
Whereas, Matthews
and Dasun Shanaka
are the pace-bowling
all-rounders.

Right-arm pacer
D u s h m a n t h a
Chameera will spear-
head Sri Lanka’s pace
bowling attack which
features Dilshan
M a d u s h a n k a ,
Matheesha Pathirana
and Nuwan Thushara.
Sri Lanka are placed
in Group D of the T20
World Cup 2024
alongside South Af-
rica, Bangladesh,
Netherlands and
Nepal.

The former cham-
pions will kick start
their campaign on
June 3 against South
Africa in New York.
Sri Lanka squad:
Wanindu Hasaranga
(c), Charith Asalanka
(vc), Kusal Mendis,
Pathum Nissanka,
Kamindu Mendis,
S a d e e r a
Sa mar awi ck rama,
Angelo Mathews,
Dasun Shanaka,
Dhananjaya De Silva,
Maheesh Theekshana,
Dunith Wellalage,
D u s h m a n t h a
Chameera, Nuwan
Thushara, Matheesha
Pathirana, and Dilshan
Madushanka.

Governor Punjab visits
Golra Sharif shrine

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Governor
Punjab Sardar Salim
Haider Khan em-
barked on a significant
visit to Golra Sharif,
marking his inaugural
visit to the revered
site.  His visit culmi-
nated in a profound
meeting with Pir
Nizamuddin Jami,
wherein Governor
Khan expressed his
unwavering commit-
ment to safeguarding
the sanctity of
( K h a t m - e -
Nubuwwat) the
Prophethood finality
(PBUH).

During his visit to
the shrine of Golra
Sharif, Governor
Khan paid his respects
at the shrine of emi-
nent religious figures
including Hazrat Syed
Pir Meher Ali Shah
Gilani, Syed Ghulam
Mohiuddin Gilani,
Syed Ghulam
Moinuddin Gilani,
Syed Shah Abdul Haq
Gilani, Syed
Nasiruddin Nasir
Gilani, and Syed Pir
Jalaluddin Gilani.

He offered floral
tributes and recited
Fatiha, praying fer-
vently for the progress
and prosperity of the
nation.

Following this sol-
emn moment, Gover-
nor Khan engaged in
an insightful dialogue
with Syed Pir

Nizamuddin Jami
Gelani and Syed Pir
Shamsuddin Gelani,
discussing various per-
tinent issues. Pir
Nizamuddin Jami ex-
tended warm con-
gratulations to Gover-
nor Khan on assuming
office and conveyed
his sincere wishes for
a successful tenure.

In response, Gov-
ernor Khan reiterated
his firm resolve to
serve as a steadfast
guardian of the Khatm-
e-Nubuwwat, empha-
sizing the paramount
importance of this faith.
He affirmed his readi-
ness to make any sac-
rifice to uphold the
honor of the Holy
Prophet (PBHU), as-
serting that the protec-
tion of his name is a
sacred duty.

Pir Nizamuddin
Jami also offered valu-
able counsel to Gover-
nor Khan, urging him
to address public con-
cerns effectively. Ex-
pressing optimism, he
conveyed hopes for al-
leviating the plight of
the people in Punjab
under Governor
Khan's leadership. The
visit concluded on a
convivial note as Pir
Nizamuddin Jami gra-
ciously hosted a dinner
in honor of Governor
Khan and his accom-
panying delegation,
fostering camaraderie
and goodwill.

Ireland cricket team to
visit Pakistan in 2025

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) Chairman Syed
Mohsin Naqvi’s efforts
have started producing
the desired results as
Ireland cricket

team will tour Paki-
stan in September 2025.

This was agreed at
a meeting between
Naqvi and Cricket Ire-
land Chairman Brian Mac
Neice in Dublin. Both
also discussed arranging
Ireland’s and Pakistan’s

women’s cricket
teams’ series in Pakistan.

Neice said  that
Ireland’s cricket board
will soon review the
women’s team’s visit to
Pakistan. He said he was
glad that the Champions
Trophy, 2025 would be

held in Pakistan.
“Pakistan has always
made the best arrange-
ments to provide secu-
rity to the foreign teams,”
he added. PCB chairman
thanked his counterpart

for making the best
arrangements during
team Pakistan’s visit to
Ireland.

Governor Kundi pledges collaborative approach
with KP govt to secure masses’ rights

MULTAN (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi Tuesday
reaffirmed his com-
mitment to safeguard-
ing the rights of the
masses through col-
laborative efforts with
the KP government.
The Governor ex-
tended an open invita-
tion to all political par-
ties, stating that the
doors of the Governor
House KP were ac-
cessible to workers
from across the politi-
cal spectrum.

In “Meet the
Press” programme at
local press, Governor
KP said “I assure the
people of KP that I
will spare no effort to
ensure their rights are
protected,” reiterated
Governor Kundi, un-
derlining his intention
to prevent the masses
from enduring hard-

ships stemming from
political discord with
the KP govt.

Responding issue
of law and order in KP,
Governor Kundi high-
lighted the resource
constraints faced by
the KP police, pointing
out disparities in sala-
ries compared to their
counterparts in other
provinces. He ex-
pressed determination
to secure maximum
support from the fed-
eral govt to address
problems.

In response to
queries regarding po-
litical difference with
CM KP, Governor
Kundi emphasized his
primary focus on forg-
ing coordination and
collaboration with the
provincial govt for the
welfare of KP’s
masses.

He extended a
goodwill gesture to the

Chief Minister of KP,
inviting him to the
Governor’s office to
prioritize the uplift the
province, and setting
aside political differ-
ences.

Acknowledging
his political mentors,
Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto and Asif Ali
Zardari, Governor
Kundi expressed his
respect for politicians
and showed readiness
to engage in dialogue
with CM KP for the
betterment of KP.

To a query, Gov-
ernor Kundi urged all
provincial govern-
ments to address the
ongoing wheat crisis,
recognizing the plight
of the farming com-
munity. He under-
scored the importance
of acknowledging
positive developments
in each province and
fostering healthy com-

petition for progress
instead of political dif-
ferences and point
scoring.

To another ques-
tion about the imposi-
tion of Governor’s
Rule, Governor Kundi
stated that they were
political persons and
committed to demo-
cratic principles.

On the issues of
“Seraiki Waseeb”,
Governor Kundi com-
mended the Pakistan
People’s Party for their
consistent efforts in
providing relief to the
region. Responding to
a question on law and
order situation in KP,
the Governor asserted
the state’s resolve to
engage with those
abiding by the
country’s constitution
while sternly dealing
with those who chal-
lenge constitution’s
sanctity.

China to provide unwavering support for
Pakistan's reform agenda: Ambassador Zaidong

ISLAMABAD (INP):
China will provide unwa-
vering support for
Pakistan 's  reform
agenda, said Chinese
Ambassador to Pakistan
Jiang Zaidong.

In an article, Am-
bassador Zaidong noted
Pakistan's ongoing re-
forms and the orderly
formation of a new gov-
ernment, signaling re-
newed focus on national
development.

He expressed
China's  readiness to
work with Pakistan to
implement important
consensus reached be-
tween their leadership.

it aimed at promot-
ing integration of
CPEC's "Five Corridors"
and Pakistan 's  "5Es"
framework, fostering a
closer China-Pakistan
community and opening
a future of peace, devel-
opment, and win-win co-
operation.

Chinese envoy ex-
plores future of Paki-
stan-China strategic col-
laboration

Ambassador Jiang
Zaidong unveils vision
for 'new quality produc-
tive forces' and CPEC
Phase

Ambassador Jiang
Zaidong elucidated on

the concept of "new
quality  productive
forces" and its implica-
tions for the transforma-
tive collaboration be-
tween China and Paki-
stan.

According to Am-
bassador Zaidong, this
concept, introduced by
Chinese President Xi
Jinping in September
2023, underscores the
fusion of innovation,
technology, and indus-
try to drive sustainable
development and pros-
perity.

At its core, the vi-
sion recognises innova-
tion as the catalyst for
progress in the 21st cen-
tury. President Xi
Jinping's advocacy for
integrating scientific and
technological resources
stresses leveraging ad-
vancements in these
fields to enhance pro-
ductivity and spur the
emergence of new in-
dustries and economic
sectors.

A m b a s s a d o r
Zaidong stated, “New
quality  productive
forces are characterised
by innovation; the key
lies in high quality, the
essence is  advanced
productivity.”

This approach

aligns with China's pur-
suit of high-quality de-
velopment, evident in its
resilient economy, which
surpassed 126 trillion
yuan ($17.51 trillion) in
GDP in 2023, with a
growth rate of 5.2%,
ranking among the
world's major economies.

Looking forward to
2024, coinciding with the
75th anniversary of the
founding of the People's
Republic of China,

A m b a s s a d o r
Zaidong 8n his article
outlined China's strate-
gic focus. With a target
GDP growth rate of
around 5%, the empha-
sis remains on
modernising the indus-
trial sector and advanc-
ing new quality produc-
tive forces.

China's role as a glo-
bal economic power-
house and agent of posi-
tive change is under-
scored by Ambassador
Zaidong.

The envisioned ad-
vancements not only
bolster China's economy
but also offer opportuni-
ties for international co-

operation and mutual
prosperity, with Pakistan
recognised as "our iron-
clad friend."

For Pakistan, this
partnership holds pro-
found implications. Am-
bassador Jiang under-
scored the country's stra-
tegic importance, demo-
graphic dividend, and
abundant natural re-
sources, highlighting its
potential for develop-
ment.

Aligning Pakistan's
"5Es" framework with
China's vision can un-
lock its full potential and
chart a path toward self-
reliance and sustainable
growth.

Central to China-Pa-
kistan collaboration is
the successful imple-
mentation of CPEC
Phase One, yielding divi-
dends in renewable en-
ergy, information tech-
nology, and biotechnol-
ogy.  As CPEC enters
Phase Two, both nations
are committed to elevat-
ing the corridor, leverag-
ing Pakistan's advan-
tages for self-reliance
and sustainable growth.

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson BISP  Rubina Khalid, receives a comprehensive briefing from Secretary
BISP, Amer Ali Ahmad, during an introductory meeting at BISP HQs in Islamabad on May 14, 2024.
Also in attendance are Addl. Secretary BISP, Dr. Tahir Noor, and all Directors General of BISP.

ISLAMABAD: Governor of Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhel called on  Speaker Of Na-
tional Assembly Ayaz Sadiq at parliament house.
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NAB amendments case: SC allows PTI founder to

attend proceedings via video link

PTI condemns killing of civilians, seeks
inquire to indentify culprits

   Awami Joint Action Committee calls off
  AJK protests after demands met

PM announces privatization of all govt-owned
enterprises, except strategic SOEs

 The Islamabad High Court (IHC) bars govt
   from blocking non-filers’ SIMs

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Supreme Court (SC) allowed
PTI founder Imran Khan to
attend court proceedings in the
NAB amendments case via
video link.

On September 15, 2023,
the Supreme Court of Pakistan
struck down amendments
made to National Accountabil-
ity Bureau laws as it announced
its reserved verdict on the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder’s plea.

A five-member bench
headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Justice Qazi
Faez Isa comprising Justice
Amin-Ud-Din Khan, Justice
Jamal Mandokhail, Justice
Athar Minallah and Justice
Hassan Azhar hearing the
govt’s pleas challenging the
NAB amendments verdict. At
the outset of the hearing, the
NAB prosecutor general said

the bureau will adopt the argu-
ments of the federal govern-
ment in this case.

Justice Minallah remarked
it has been told that the PTI
founder wants to appear in this
case. “How can a respondent
be barred from attending court

proceedings.” This is a
matter of basic fundamental
rights, he remarked.

CJP Justice Qazi Faez Isa
remarked that Adiala Jail Su-
perintendent was asked to
make arrangements for the
video link appearance of the
PTI founder. This is

not a matter related to a
person but it is a matter of law
and justice.The federal govern-
ment filed the review plea in
the NAB amendments case
under the SC

Practice and Procedure
Law and made the Federation
of Pakistan, National Account-

ability Bureau and PTI founder
respondents.

Citing no violation of basic
rights with the NAB amend-
ments, the federal government
pleaded with the SC to nullify
its decision in the case. “Leg-
islation is

the right of the Parlia-
ment,” the plea said.

In a majority 2-1 verdict,
the top court approved Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan’s petition
challenging amendments made
to the country’s

accountability laws during
the tenure of the previous Pa-
kistan Democratic Movement
(PDM)-led government. The
top court also restored graft
cases against public office
holders that were closed down
following the amendments to
National Accountability Bureau
laws.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
came down hard on the gov-
ernments devoid of credibility,
capacity and public mandate
for creating

Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK)
like situation in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK).

PTI Spokesperson, in a
strongly-worded reaction to
the rapidly deteriorating AJK
situation and the ongoing vio-
lent clashes, vehemently con-
demned the killing

of civilians in violent
clashes in AJK and demanded
probe into the tragic incidents
to identify the culprits.

PTI Spokesperson de-
manded immediate resignation
of the AJK government, which
was based on horse-trading
and floor crossing. He stated
that PTI was deeply concerned
pertaining to the fast deterio-
rating situation in AJK and the

governments being beret of
credibility, capacity and public
mandate were creating a situ-
ation in AJK similar to the
IIOJK.

PTI Spokesperson said the
governments in center and
Kashmir were pursuing the
policy of Naredra Modi of us-
ing unbridled force against
peaceful protest seeking fun-
damental and basic rights,
which was condemnable and
shameful.

He contended that the
governments lacking credibil-
ity, capacity and public support
have become a disaster for the
country and the nation.

PTI Spokesperson stated
that the use of extra-constitu-
tional power and dictatorial
style of governance were be-
coming a major cause conflict
and chaos in the entire soci-
ety. He said that in civilized
democratic societies, govern-
ments hammered out solutions

to problems in the light of the
public opinions instead of try-
ing to crush

and suppress them through
use of force.

PTI Spokesperson urged
that the state government
should seriously analyze the
real motives of the public pro-
test and recognize the legiti-
mate demands of the people of
Kashmir instead of further
worsening the situation by re-
sorting to lawlessness and vio-
lence.

He stated that the people
should make the democratic
right of peaceful protest their
strength rather than leaning
towards confrontation and vio-
lence.

PTI Spokesperson
stressed the need that public
mandate and the rule of law
should be made the basis of the
country's system in preference
to the horse-trading or Form
47.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
on Tuesday barred the federal
government from blocking the
SIMs of non-filers.

IHC Chief Justice Aamir
Farooq issued the order in re-
sponse to a writ petition filed
by the telecom operator. The
court also issued notice to the
federal

government in this regard,
with the next hearing on the
matter scheduled for May 27,
2024.

The petition challenged
Clause 114-B of the Income
Tax Ordinance and the Federal
Board of Revenue’s (FBR)
Income Tax General Orders
against non-filers. The

petitioner argued that the
tax regulator’s new-found au-
thority violated the fundamen-
tal right to freedom of business
under Article 18 of the Consti-
tution.

The petitioner warned that
if implemented, this law would
allow the government to de-
prive citizens of services in
other business areas as well.
The

development comes a day
after the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) and telecom
operators had agreed to block
the mobile SIM cards of non-
filers, with 5,000

SIMs to be blocked daily.
FBR stated that telecom

operators will receive addi-

tional lists of non-filers on a
daily basis, and have already
started sending messages to
non-filers warning them of SIM
blocking. The FBR believes
that blocking SIMs of non-fil-
ers will increase tax revenue.

Moreover, the General
Order under Income Tax Or-
dinance 2001, Section 114B,
was issued after FBR meet-
ings with PTA, and telecom
operators. The purpose of the
meetings was to proceed SIM
blocking of non-filers for tax
year 2023. Earlier, the Cellular
Mobile Companies refused to
block the SIM cards of 506,000
identified non-compliant tax-
payers due to technical and
operational obstacles.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
announced to privatize all gov-
ernment-owned enterprises
with the exception of strategi-
cally

important state-owned en-
terprises.

Chairing a review meeting
on matters related to Ministry
of Privatization and
Privatization Commission in
Islamabad on Tuesday, he said
apart from strategic

state-owned enterprises,
all other enterprises, whether
profitable or loss-making, will
be privatized.  The Prime Min-
ister directed all federal minis-
tries to

take necessary action in
this regard and cooperate with

the Privatization Commission.
Shehbaz Sharif said the

government's job is not to do
business but to ensure a busi-
ness and investment friendly
environment. The Prime Min-
ister directed to

ensure transparency in
privatization process.

He directed to televise live
Pakistan International Airlines
Company Limited's
privatization including bidding
and other important steps. The
process of

privatization of other insti-
tutions will also be broadcast
live. On the occasion, roadmap
of Privatization Program 2024-
2029 was presented by Minis-
try of

Privatization and

Privatization Commission.
The meeting was informed

about the progress made so far
for the privatization of state
owned enterprises. It was in-
formed that pre-qualification
process for PIA privatization
to be completed by the end of
this month. The meeting was
informed that privatization of
Power Distribution Companies
has been included in
privatization program 2024-
2029.

It was informed that loss-
making state-owned enter-
prises to be privatized on pri-
ority basis and that a pre-quali-
fied panel of experts is being
appointed in Privatization Com-
mission to speed up
privatization process.

MUZAFFARABAD (INP):  Af-
ter several days of intense pro-
tests, the Awami Joint Action
Committee on Tuesday an-
nounced to end ongoing pro-
tests in Azad

Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
against soaring inflation a day
after the government accepted
their demands.

The committee, which had
been spearheading demonstra-
tions, called off protes after
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
announced Rs23 billion subsidy
package for  the people of AJK.
“The government accepted all
the demands of the protesters
yesterday,” the AAC said in a
statement.

However, the AAC said a
state-wide shutter down will be
observed till 3pm today to
honour the people who were
killed in the protests.  The

alliance’s head,
Shaukat Nawaz Mir, also

demanded the government give
financial compensation for the
families of three protesters and
a police official who were killed
in the violence.

It is pertinent to mention
here that Azad Jammu and
Kashmir witnessed violent
clashes between the police and
activists of a rights movement
amid a wheel-jam and shutter-
down strike across the territory,
which left at least three people
dead and several others injured.

At least a man was killed
and two others were injured as
clashes between the protestors
and law enforcement agencies
once again erupted in
Muzaffarabad on

Monday. During the
clashes, the cop was also killed
while several others LEAs were

injured.
A day earlier, the Azad Kash-

mir (AJK) government had an-
nounced reduction in the prices
of electricity and flour for AJk
people. According to a notifica-
tion  issued, the price of wheat
flour had been reduced by Rs
1100 per 40 kg bag, from Rs
3100 to Rs 2000. Additionally,
the government also approved
a reduction in electricity prices.

As per the notification, do-
mestic consumers using up to
100 units will be charged Rs 3
per unit, while those using 101-
300 units will be charged Rs 5
per unit. Consumers using more
than 300 units will be charged
Rs 6 per unit. Industrial con-
sumers using up to 300 units
will be charged Rs 10 per unit,
while those using more than
300 units will be charged Rs 15
per unit.

BISP Chairperson urges dignity,
empowerment for needy women

ISLAMABAD (INP): Chair-
person of Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP),
Rubina Khalid has underscored
the importance of upholding
the self-respect and dignity of
BISP’s deserving women.

Addressing senior man-
agement and officers during an
introductory meeting at BISP
Headquarters, she emphasized
the need for unwavering com-
mitment to providing essential
services to the programme’s
beneficiaries.

Rubina Khalid made it un-
equivocally clear that any in-
stances of mismanagement or
misconduct would not be tol-
erated under her leadership,
and strict action would be taken
against individuals involved.

Secretary BISP, Amer Ali
Ahmad, endorsed the
chairperson’s statement, rein-
forcing the commitment to ac-
countability and efficiency
within the organization.

Additionally, Rubina
Khalid expressed her intention
to personally visit BISP field
offices to monitor the situation
closely, emphasizing her hands-
on approach to ensuring effec-
tive implementation of her di-
rectives.

Emphasizing transparency
and empowerment, she
stressed the establishment of
bank accounts for BISP ben-
eficiaries, allowing them to
access their funds indepen-
dently, thus minimizing human
intervention.

The chairperson empha-
sized the significance of voca-
tional and technical training,
particularly for the children of
beneficiaries, as a means to
alleviate their hardships and
contribute positively to their
families’ well-being.

She highlighted the need
for creating employment op-
portunities to uplift the benefi-
ciaries from poverty.

Rubina Khalid also pro-
posed BISP management to
devise policies specifically tar-
geting the inclusion of unmar-
ried and widowed individuals
in the program.

Recognizing them as the
most vulnerable segments of
society, she underscored the
importance of extending sup-
port and assistance to ensure
their socio-economic well-be-
ing. The meeting also wit-
nessed a comprehensive brief-
ing by the secretary BISP on
the core initiatives and new
developments within the pro-
gram. On the occasion, Addl.
Secretary BISP, Dr. Tahir
Noor, along with all Director
Generals of BISP, were
present to discuss the strate-
gic direction of the program.

The chairperson conveyed
her eagerness to engage with
the BISP team further and
deepen her understanding of
the program’s operations.

QUETTA: German Council General in Karachi Dr Rudiger Lotz visiting Mehrgarh Museum.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning Development and Special Initiatives, Prof Ahsan Iqbal chair-
ing a meeting of committee for improving the structure and capabilities of Planning Commission.

BEIJING:  Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar meets with
Minister of the International Department of the Communist Party of China (IDCPC), Liu Jianchao in
Beijing, China.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting on the matters
related to Ministry of Privatisation and Privatisation Commission.


