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Amid heatwave alert, Punjab govt shortens
timings of public, private schools for May
PUNJAB: Amid severe

heatwaves expected to hit
most parts of the country
over the next 10 days, the
Punjab government on Fri-
day reduced the timings of
all public and private schools
from May 18 to May 31.

The Meteorological
Depart-ment warned a day
ago that the presence of high
pressure in the upper atmo-
sphere will result in
heatwave conditions in most
parts of the country, espe-
cially Punjab and Sindh from
May 21 and a severe
heatwave from May 23 to 27.

Daytime temperatures
are “likely to remain 4 to 6
degrees centigrade above
normal” in Sindh and Punjab
from May 21 to 23 and six to
8°C from May 23 to 27.

People were advised to
avoid unnecessary exposure

to direct sunlight and drink
water. Accordingly, a notifi-
cation from the Punjab
government’s school educa-
tion department said that due
to the severe weather, pub-
lic and private schools
across the province from
May 18 to May 31 will oper-
ate from 7am to 11:30am from

Mondays to Thursdays and
Saturdays, and from 7am to
10am on Fridays.

The notification further
instructed that school heads
should also take the follow-
ing precautionary measures:
ensure fans were in working
condition, ensure availabil-
ity of water coolers and en-

sure that no student be made
to sit in an open space or
school lawn during the sum-
mer.

Chief executive officers
and heads of institutions
were also directed to ensure
compliance with the above
instructions in “true letter
and spirit”. Punjab Minister
for School Education, Rana
Sikandar Hayat stressed the
urgent need for climate ac-
tion, emphasising that every-
one had a “vital role to play
in mitigating the effects of
climate change!”

A separate notification
also announced that all pri-
vate and public schools in
the province would remain
closed from June 1 till Au-
gust 14 for summer vacations
with the school year set to
begin from Aug 15. NEWS
DESK.

From Trash to Treasure:
Quetta’s Remarkable Cleanup

Journey
Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

Once upon a time in the
bustling city of Quetta, gar-
bage heaps towered like for-
gotten monuments. The air
was thick with the stench of
neglect, and residents
yearned for a cleaner,
healthier environment. But
hope glimmered on the hori-
zon.

Under the visionary
leadership of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, Quetta
embarked on an ambitious
mission: to rid itself of the
1.5 million tons of garbage
that had plagued its streets
for far too long. The district
administration rallied, and
the battle against waste be-
gan.

The Great
Cleanup

Heavy machinery
roared to life as the Quetta
Metropolitan Corporation
(QMC) mobilized its forces.
Garbage trucks, bulldozers,
and street sweepers worked
tirelessly, their operators fu-
eled by determination. Day
and night, they collected,
sorted, and hauled away the
mountains of trash. The
city’s skyline changed—one
discarded plastic bag at a
time.

Outsourcing the
Solution

Chief Minister Bugti,
with a stern gaze, announced
a game-changing decision:
starting in August, garbage
collection services would be
outsourced. Transparency
would be the cornerstone.
Public-private partnerships
would bid for the honor of

keeping Quetta pristine. The
Finance Department nodded
in agreement, ensuring
timely salaries for the un-
sung heroes—the QMC em-
ployees.

The Audit Trail
But accountability mat-

tered. An audit team scruti-
nized the past two months,
tracing every rupee spent.
Fuel expenses raised eye-
brows—Rs. 70 crore van-
ished into thin air. The Anti-
Corruption Establishment
sharpened its claws, ready
to pounce on any financial
irregularities.
Eid-ul-Azha and

Beyond
As Eid-ul-Azha ap-

proached, Chief Minister
Bugti’s resolve intensified.
No holidays for the QMC!
Officers and employees can-
celed their leave, donned

their gloves, and swept
through the streets. Airport
Road Cantonment Board
area witnessed a transforma-
tion—the grime yielding to
brooms, the chaos to order.
Pashtunabad joined the
movement, proving that
cleanliness knew no bound-
aries.
Epilogue: A New

Quetta
The meeting concluded

with applause—a standing
ovation for Commissioner
Hamza Shafqaat. His vigilant
supervision had birthed a
cleaner Quetta. The city
breathed easier, its residents
smiling. The once-forgotten
garbage heaps now whis-
pered tales of redemption.
And Chief Minister Bugti?
He vowed to protect this
newfound treasure—the
city’s cleanliness—for gen-
erations to come.

PPP Leader Pledges Commitment to
Balochistan’s Progress

Syed Ali Shah:
ISLAMABAD: In an ex-

clusive interview with Daily
Quetta Voice, Syed
Khursheed Shah, a central
leader of the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP), reaf-
firmed the party’s unwaver-
ing commitment to safe-
guarding the rights of the
people of Balochistan. His
heartfelt  words echoed
through the corridors of
power, promising hope and
progress for the province.

Motorway Con-
struction: A Path

to Prosperity
Shah, with conviction in

his voice, vowed to play a
pivotal role in the construc-

tion of a motorway in
Balochistan. This ambitious
project aims to boost eco-
nomic development, create
jobs, and connect distant
regions. “It is the right of the
people of Balochistan,” he
emphasized, eyes unwaver-
ing.

Inclusive Politics
and Provincial

Rights
PPP’s ideology re-

volves around an inclusive
political system—one that
transcends provincial
boundaries. Shah’s vision
extends beyond party lines;
he champions the cause of
Balochistan despite the

odds. “We stand for the
people of Balochistan,” he
declared, promising to pro-
tect their rights at all costs.

Education and
Health: Priori-

ties Ahead
Acknowledging the

challenges, Shah stressed
the need for improved edu-
cation and healthcare ser-
vices. The PPP, he assured,
would work tirelessly within
the federal government to
ensure these essential rights
for Balochistan’s residents.
“Issues should be resolved
through dialogue,” he as-
serted, urging cooperation
and understanding.

A Historic Era Post-
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali

Bhutto
As the PPP celebrated

its 56th foundation day, Shah
reflected on its journey. The
legacy of Shaheed Zulfiqar
Ali Bhutto loomed large—a
beacon of democracy and re-
silience. Balochistan, too,
played a vital role in this
saga, and Shah’s commit-
ment echoed the party’s un-
wavering resolve. The inter-
view concluded with Shah’s
heartfelt promise: “We won’t
rest until Balochistan
thrives.” His words, etched
in ink, resonated across the
province—a testament to
hope, progress, and the en-
during spirit of the PPP.

SC issues show-cause notices to Faisal Vawda, Mustafa
Kamal on remarks against judiciary

NEWS DESK: The Su-
preme Court on Friday is-
sued show-cause notices to
lawmakers Faisal Vawda and
Mustafa Kamal, seeking re-
sponses from them on their
recent rhetoric against the
judiciary.

The development came
as a three-member bench —
headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa
and including Justice Irfan
Saadat Khan and Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan —
presided over the proceed-
ings of a suo motu notice
taken a day ago against in-
dependent Senator Vawda.

On Wednesday, two
senators — Vawda and
PML-N’s Talal Chaudhry —
had held separate pressers,
questioning the Islam-abad
High Court (IHC) judges’
claim that intelligence agen-
cies had interfered in the ju-
dicial affairs. Without any
evidence no one had the
right to point a finger at the
institutions, they added.

The next day, two
MNAs — Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan (MQM-
P’s) Mustafa Kamal and
Istehkam-i-Pakistan Party’s
(IPP’s) Awn Chaudhry —
also high ligh ted the

judiciary’s alleged shortcom-
ings and called for establish-
ing ethical standards for the
judges.

Kamal claimed the judi-
ciary had set “ethical stan-
dards” for politicians and the
dual citizenship of judges
was a “big question mark”
and the judiciary should be
made answerable on this is-
sue, while Awn had termed it
a crisis that would lead to an
“anarchy in the country”.

In late March, six IHC
judges — out of a total
strength of eight — wrote a
startling letter to the Su-
preme Judicial Council (SJC)
members, regarding attempts
to pressure judges through
the abduction and torture of
their relatives as well as se-

cret surveillance inside their
homes. Meanwhile, in a re-
ported letter written this
week to IHC Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq on the breach
of his family’s personal data,
Justice Babar Sattar had said
that while hearing the audio
leaks case, he issued notices
to the heads of intelligence
and investigation agencies,
besides relevant ministries.

Senator Vawda had said
that the trend of targeting
institutions must stop. He
had asked why Justice
Sattar had raised his voice
“one year after the alleged
interference”, adding that if
the IHC judges had any evi-
dence they should come for-
ward. “We will stand with
you.” Vawda also said that

he had requested the IHC for
details of correspondence
between then-IHC chief jus-
tice Athar Min-allah and Jus-
tice Sattar on the issue of the
latter’s US green card, claim-
ing that despite the passage
of 15 days, he had not been
provided the required de-
tails.

The senator requested
the SJC to take notice of the
matter. In his press confer-
ence, Chaudhry said that a
judge never writes a letter,
rather he issues notice for
any interference.

It may be mentioned
that the IHC registrar’s office
had responded to Vawda on
Tuesday. Additional Regis-
trar Ijaz Ahmed stated that
information related to resi-
dency or citizenship is not
included in the requirements
for the appointment of a
judge in the high court.

In his letter to Vawda,
the additional registrar stated
that “the conversation be-
tween potential candidates
for appointment as judge or/
an interview with the hon’ble
chief justice and/or senior
puisne judge of high court is
not a communication of
which record is maintained
and minutes taken”.

NA suspends PML-N’s Tariq Bashir
Cheema for current session over invective

against PTI’s Zartaj Gul
NEWS DESK: The Na-

tional Assembly on Friday
suspended PML-Q legisla-
tor Tariq Bashir Cheema
from today’s session over
his alleged abusive dis-
course towards PTI’s Zartaj
Gul Wazir.

Cheema delivered a
speech in the assembly on
Thursday, during which he
was interrupted by Gul who
jibed that he should talk
about the Bahawalpur Uni-
versity case instead, in which
Cheema’s son was a sus-
pect.

When he was returning
to his seat after meeting with
the PTI’s Ali Muhammad
Khan, Gul passed a remark
which reportedly made
Cheema angry and he went
to Gul’s seat and was seen
whispering something in her
ear.

Members of the PTI-SIC
were seen rushing tow-a-rds
the treasury benches, some
of them even running over
benches to physically attack
Cheema, who was escorted
out by some treasury
MNAs.

As soon as he returned
to his seat, opposition mem-
bers started gathering in

front of the speaker’s dais
and lodged a strong protest,
alleging that Mr Cheema had
used very objectionable and
abusive language and de-
manded action against him.

Later, PTI lawmakers
went to the speaker’s cham-
ber and demanded the sus-
pension of Cheema’s mem-
bership. Informed sources
told Dawn that NA Speaker
Ayaz Sadiq called Cheema,
who later apologised to Gul
“unconditionally”.

Talking to the media, PTI
members including party
chairman Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan confirmed the develop-
ment, stating that Gul had
accepted the apology. How-
ever, Gohar declared they
would put forward a motion
on Friday seeking Cheema’s

suspension for the remain-
der of the ongoing session.

“Everyone advised me
that ‘now that Cheema has
come to you, you should let
go of the matter’,” she told
reporters.

Putting forward a mo-
tion to suspend a Cheema for
the remainder of the session,
NA Speaker Ayaz Sadiq said
that during Thursday’s sit-
ting: “An unfortunate inci-
dent took place between
Tariq Cheema and Zartaj
Gul.” According to the mo-
tion, Cheema violated Rule
30 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in
the National Assembly, 2007,
which states that no mem-
bers may “erode” the “sanc-
tity” or “dignity” of the
house.

Defence Minister Khawaja Asif calls for
enhanced security on NA premises

NEWS DESK: Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif on
Friday called for enhanced
security measures within the
premises of the National As-
sembly (NA) building and its
lobbies.

Speaking in the NA, the
minister said that a large
number of unidentified indi-
viduals were often present at
the building’s entrance, not-
ing that people congregate
outside the hall, in front of
the elevators, and in the cor-
ridors, posing significant
security risks.

He noted that previ-
ously there was a system for
issuing passes to members
of the NA in the past, which
should be implemented
strictly to maintain security
in the Parliament.

The defence minister

emphasised that enhanced
security measures were cru-
cial to avoid any untoward
incident.

He referenced the
March 26 Bisham suicide at-
tack, where the explosive-
laden car that targeted the
bus of Chinese workers had
reached Bisham from

Balochistan’s Chaman area
10 days before the terrorist
attack took place.

He also expressed con-
cern about the behaviour of
individuals seated in the gal-
lery, who he said often en-
gaged in sloganeering,
thereby “undermining the
sanctity of the House”.

PPP central leader Syed Khursheed Shah in an exclusive interview with Editor in Chief
Daily Quetta Voice, Syed Ali Shah: Photo Ismail Khan
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Institutional attrition
By Shahab Usto:

New way to learn
By Zubeida Mustafa:

PAKISTAN is not fa-
mous for its reading cul-
ture. Few people read
books and the publish-
ing industry has never
flourished here as in
other countries where
books sell by the mil-
lions. But we shouldn’t
be surprised. After all,
education is also in the
doldrums in Pakistan and
the co-relationship be-
tween the two is obvi-
ous.

An ideal solution
would be to combine the
two by prioritising
books, with teaching lit-
eracy following much
later. This may sound ri-
diculous and untenable.
But it is not and those
who have experienced
the joy of reading from
an early age would tes-

tify to the feasibility of
this approach.

Here is how books,
libraries and education
can be integrated sys-
tematically, not ran-
domly, to make an im-
pact. My friend of long-
standing with whom I
have shared an interest
in books, education and
language, actually out-
lines a plan. Considering
that “reading is the first
and vital step for all gain
in knowledge”, my friend
(she prefers anonymity)
says our focus should
be on the library.

On the contrary,
very few schools have a
functioning library with
a full-time librarian. Even
in the public discourse
on education, the library
hardly ever finds a men-
tion.

To “kindle children’s
interest in reading”, it is
important to introduce
them to books as early as
possible. My friend, a
children’s book writer of
merit herself, describes
her “dream library” as
one that is spacious,
“airy and well-lit”. It
should be comfortably
furnished — even if
sparsely — and ideally
with mats, cushions and
rugs and appropriately
designed tables and
chairs. It must have writ-
ing and drawing material,
including a white board,
markers, pencils and pa-
per, and electronic equip-
ment as is suitable for
promoting storytelling.

Books, libraries and
education can be inte-
grated systematically.

Books, mostly in a

language familiar to chil-
dren, should be attrac-
tively arranged in open-
access shelves. The
most essential compo-
nent should be a child-
friendly librarian who
has a passion for books.
The walls should be
adorned with colourful
pictures with some wall
space for the students to
hang the pictures they
draw. The aim should be
to help the child relax by
allowing her to browse
and draw, without com-
pulsion.

What will a child
learn in this library? She
will acquire confidence,
agency and the love of
books. In the process,
she will also pick up li-
brary etiquette which
will come naturally to her
if the librarian gently

demonstrates to the chil-
dren what is expected of
the library user. The li-
brarian should encour-
age children to discuss
the books they read. She
should also facilitate
book-related activities
such as famous people
being invited to tell their
own life stories. Essay
writing, illustrating a text
and reviewing books
would draw children to
the library.

Another feature of
her plan pertains to the
importance of nourish-
ment for the child. She
strongly suggests that
all children in a school
should be provided
some nourishment, such
as milk and a boiled egg
every day. Children are
known to have fainted in
school as they get no

breakfast at home and
come to school hungry.
Given the fact that nearly
50pc of Pakistan’s chil-
dren are malnourished
and stunted, the idea of
feeding them is an excel-
lent one.

The dream library
could have a snack bar
attached where the
school could offer
edibles to the students
before they entered the
library.

The plan outlined
here could be tried on an
experimental basis in one
school in each province.
The primary classes
should have a library pe-
riod every day that
should be free of the
rigours of ‘normal’
schooling.

 The results can be
assessed a year later to

de--cide the future of
school libraries. I am
confid-ent that if tes-t-ed
in its true spirit this plan
should be a gre-at suc-
cess. Here are the rea-
sons why I believe it
would show pro-mising
results.

Maria Montessori,
whose philosophy on
early childhood learning
has revolutionised edu-
cation in many coun-
tries, places emphasis on
the first six years of a
child’s life.

This phase is
marked by the mind’s
capacity to absorb. She
talks of the unconscious
mind acquiring con-
sciousness and memory.
What the child experi-
ences in this period re-
mains in her psyche. The
child’s book experience

— if she has had one —
would shape her passion
for reading. This should
spur on the self-directed
learning drive every
child possesses. It will
stimulate her creativity
and self-discovery in-
stinct as well as her curi-
osity. Montessori talks
of some children learn-
ing to read without the
teacher’s guidance if she
has been given the right
exposure.

Here is  food for
thought for the readers.
A child enticed by a
kindly librarian to come
to the library she had
hitherto shunned, re-
marked excitedly,

 “What lovely
books. I had always be-
lieved all books are like
my textbooks and I am
bored stiff of them.”

“Until we are not sub-
ject to a system, we can-
not move forward” —
Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah

THE old and much-
mourned ‘matter’ of how
to secure judicial inde-
pendence has resur-
faced — this time, in the
wake of an explosive let-
ter that was recently
sent to the Supreme Ju-
dicial Council (a consti-
tutional body meant for
the accountability of the
higher judiciary) by six
out of the eight judges
of the Islamabad High
Court. The letter solicits
a ‘guidance’ to deal with
the meddling in judicial
affairs and the harass-
ment of judges by shad-
owy intelligence agen-
cies. The matter has fi-
nally landed in the Su-
preme Court where vari-
ous stakeholders, in-
cluding the petitioners,
the bars, and the gov-
ernment, have given
various proposals on
how to save the judi-
ciary from interference
— ‘internal and exter-
nal’. Will the endeavour
bear the desired results
for the judiciary?

As part of a whole
system, judicial inde-
pendence cannot be

contemplated in isola-
tion. The Constitution
envisages a state run by
the executive, parliament
and judiciary. Each of the
three organs of state piv-
ots on its own orbit, but
also complements the
others, within the larger
constitutional frame-
work — they are con-
joined in a way where
they float or flounder to-
gether. The solo flight of
an institution has proven
to be untenable, if not
downright destructive
for the troika. In fact,
much of the history of
our faltering democracy
reflects the perfidy of —
and the mutual suspi-
cion and discord among
— institutional
leaderships. Had our
early political leadership
secured a fledgling de-
mocracy with a robust
constitutional armour —
as did its counterparts in
India — a weak and
‘compromised’ judicial
leadership would not
have allowed the coun-
try to suffer the tragedy
of ‘Moulvi Tameezuddin
Khan’.

Deplorably, history
has since witnessed a
string of judicial de-
bacles — 1977, 1999,
2009, 2017, 2022. But the
historians were also con-

temporaneously record-
ing their sad commentar-
ies on the failure of main-
stream political
leaderships to protect
their turf — and democ-
racy — against extra-
constitutional forces.
More recently, a popular
and resurgent judiciary,
under the then chief jus-
tice Iftikhar Chaudhry,
again missed a historic
opportunity when, in-
stead of securing judicial
autonomy and strength-
ening the democratic
dispensation, the court
attempted to dominate
other organs of the state,
unleashing an
unsavoury judicial activ-
ism that ultimately dam-
aged the judiciary, and
weakened democracy.
But no lessons were
learnt. Some of chief jus-
tice Chaudhry’s succes-
sors took judicial activ-
ism to its extreme. They
undermined the tri-
chotomy; gave contro-
versial ‘political’ deci-
sions; dismissed an
elected prime minister,
and deprived many par-
liamentarians of their
seats, if not liberty.

What is needed is
the revival of constitu-
tional democracy in its
true form and substance.

No wonder, the inse-

curities generated by a
lax or an absent rule of
law are now hitting all —
including the judges of
the higher and lower ju-
diciary. Still, the ruling
political leadership —
the ones who had faced
the wrath of the judi-
ciary allegedly at the be-
hest of the establishment
just before and during
the PTI’s government
— now seems to be
align ing its in terests
with unelected elements
and happily running a
‘hybrid’ system. Thus,
the dangerous game of
musical chairs contin-
ues; the fact that these
never-ending institu-
tional ‘wars of attrition’
have undercut democ-
racy and deprived the
people of their rights
and liberties is disre-
garded.

As a result, recur-
ring political instabilities
and economic melt-
downs have brought the
country to the verge of
an implosion. It is, there-
fore, naive to believe
that institutional au-
tonomy can be ensured
in a hybrid regime.

We have had a his-
tory of constitutional
aberrations including
the long eras of military
dictatorships. We also

saw a ‘controlled’ de-
mocracy in the 1990s. But
even that had constitu-
tional sanction, being
forged on the anvil of the
Eighth Constitu-ti-onal
Amendment that created
an (establishment-sup-
ported) ‘executive’ presi-
dent to downgrade par-
liament. But the existing
hybridity has no consti-
tutional basis. It  is
rooted in its capacity to
work the institutional
handles on the strength
of its vast security and
intelligence assets. And
yet, it has been widely
‘recognised’ as the ‘new
normal’.

So, it is not an ad-
ministrative lapse or a
legal vacuum — as is
believed by some mem-
bers of the bench —
which allows shadowy
forces to breach judicial
fences.

 The entire system
has caved to a de facto
order, which mirrors a
larger systemic break-
down. Therefore, what is
needed is the revival of
constitutional democ-
racy in its true form and
substance. Only then
can judicial/institutional
autonomy be secured,
and the people’s rights
and legitimate expecta-
tions, realised.

Gas Injustice Chronicles: Sui South-
ern Gas Company Under Scrutiny

Editorial:
As the Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) awaits an impending judgment, it
finds itself entangled in allegations that go beyond mere billing discrepancies.
Increasing gas meter tampering exposes a systemic problem within the com-
pany in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan, prompting this editorial to
underscore the urgent need for the SSGC to address these issues, especially in
light of allegations linking some officials to major gas thieves.

A court order issued a few months ago brought to light the alarming rate
of gas meter tampering, resulting in significant financial losses for the SSGC.
These losses, coupled with allegations of illicit connections between certain
officials and major gas thieves, unfairly burden the economically vulnerable.
Unannounced load shedding has become an unfortunate norm, exacerbating
the challenges faced by consumers already grappling with inadequate gas
pressure and exorbitant bills.

SSGC Must Acknowledge The Gravity Of The Situation
The SSGC must acknowledge the gravity of the situation and take immedi-

ate steps to rectify its practices. The alleged ties between the company and
those involved in gas theft not only raise ethical concerns but also perpetuate
a vicious cycle of inequality. These connections, whether direct or indirect,
erode public trust and undermine the integrity of the entire energy sector.

The impending judgment marks a pivotal moment for the SSGC, going
beyond financial implications for the company. This case will set a precedent
for accountability within the energy sector, emphasizing the need for the SSGC
to prioritize the welfare of its consumers and work towards restoring public
trust in its operations.

Recent Protests In Quetta Underscores Urgency Of Situation
Recent protests in Quetta against overbilling and gas load shedding un-

derscore the urgency of the situation. Allegations of disproportionate billing,
variations in charges between regions, and inflated bills in Balochistan de-
mand a thorough and transparent investigation. The company must demon-
strate a commitment to fair and transparent billing for all consumers, regardless
of their geographical location. Failure to address these issues not only harms
the company’s reputation but deepens the existing trust deficit between the
SSGC and its consumers.

Company Must Take Steps To Ensure Justice For Consumers
In conclusion, the Sui Southern Gas Company cannot afford to delay

corrective measures any longer. The pursuit of gas justice necessitates imme-
diate action, rectification of billing practices, and a commitment to transpar-
ency. Addressing these issues head-on is the only way for the SSGC to rebuild
public trust and fulfill its responsibility to provide a reliable and equitable gas
supply to all consumers. The company must act swiftly to prevent further harm
to its reputation and, more importantly, to ensure justice for its consumers.

April enigma
By Naseer Memon:

THE country is in the
grip of an enigmatic
weather cycle. Snowfall
drifted its way from De-
cember-January to Feb-
ruary-April. A startlingly
wet April baffled weather
oracles. Upcountry
mountains were envel-
oped in snowfall, and
westerly systems
brought frequent and
heavy rain spells. Torren-
tial rains in  southern
Balochistan during Feb-
ruary-April avoided the
previous trajectory.
Gwadar, located on the
shore, experienced
nightmarish urban flood-
ing. Standing and har-
vested wheat in the
fields of Potohar was
battered by untimely
downpours.

Regional countries
were also pummelled by
cloudbursts. The UAE,
dwarfing a 75-year
record, received almost
two years’ rainfall in a
single day, leaving
Dubai’s drainage system
crippled and the city un-
der waist-deep water.
Just before, Oman had
been lashed by an abnor-
mal downpour, leading
to fatalities. Moving
eastward, in  April,
southern China experi-
enced over double the
normal precipitation for
the month, the second-
highest level since 1961.
Guangdong’s provincial
emergency department
had to relocate over
100,000 residents amid a
massive surge in  the
Beijiang river. The El
Niño-stricken East and
South Asian countries,

including the Philip-
pines, Thailand,
Bangladesh and India,
endured blistering
heatwaves. Half the dis-
tricts in the Philippines
experiencing a drought
and heatwave, com-
pelled the government to
suspend in-person
classes. In  Bangkok,
muggy weather pushed
the heat index to 52 de-
grees Celsius amid real
temperatures of over
40°C. Bangladesh also
had to close schools as
temperatures soared to
42°C in some areas. In
India, an intense
heatwave has affected
the voter turnout in the
ongoing elections.
India’s election commis-
sion has constituted a
task force to monitor the
impact of heatwaves be-
fore each round of vot-
ing. Inclement weather
attacked East Africa
where at least 155 people
lost their life in Tanzania
and more than 100 in
Kenya in the flooding
generated by the rainfall
in April. A dangerous
situation is anticipated
during the next mon-
soon. Bewildering bouts
of rain and snowfall in
April could be the pre-
cursor of a wet mon-
soon. In April, the
weather took a sharp
turn in Pakistan. In early
April, the Indus River
System Authority (Irsa)
predicted a 30 per cent
water shortage in the
early  Kharif season.
(This was subsequently
reversed after improved
Kabul river flows.) Slug-
gish flows in the Indus

river forced Hyderabad’s
water and sanitation au-
thority to stop the con-
sumption of drinking wa-
ter from the Kotri Barrage
canals due to contami-
nated flows from
Manchhar lake. Addi-
tional water had to be re-
leased to lessen the in-
tense pollution at Kotri
Barrage. However, soon
Pakistan was struck by a
series of westerly
weather systems that
brought substantial rain,
hailstorm and snowfall. A
flood of over 110,000
cusecs in the Kabul river
augmented flows in the
Indus zone. Within a fort-
night, an abrupt climate
twist nullified Irsa’s cal-
culations regarding the
early Kharif flows. By the
end of April, the country
received rainfall which
was more than 150pc of
the usual for the month.
Balochistan received an
astoun-ding 500pc exces-
sive rainfall. In KP and
Sindh, the amount of rain-
fall was almost double
that usually observed in
the month. This porten-
tous behaviour of climate
can lead to a dangerous
situation during the next
monsoon. The climate
outlook for the 2024
southwest monsoon sea-
son was finalised during
the 28th session of the
South Asian Climate Out-
look Forum held on April
29 in Pune, India. The
outlook anticipates
above-normal rainfall
during 2024 in most parts
of South Asia except
some areas in the north-
ern, eastern and north-
eastern parts.

Balochistan’s Wheat Procurement Dilemma: A Costly
Venture or Opportunity for Growth?

Quetta Voice Special Report:

Balochistan faces a
critical decision regard-
ing wheat procurement,
with potential savings of
over ten billion rupees
hanging in the balance.
Currently, the province
boasts a stockp ile of
800,000 bags of wheat,
each weighing 100 kilo-
grams, stored since the
previous year. However,
with a total storage ca-
pacity of only one mil-
lion bags, excluding the
hottest areas like Sibi
and Naseerabad where
the perishability rate is
notably high, concerns
over storage logistics
intensify.

Adding to the com-
plexity is the stark con-
trast between the open
market price of wheat,

hovering below Rs. 3000
per mound, and the gov-
ernment of Balochistan
(GOB) rate set at Rs. 4000
per mound. This signifi-
cant difference in rates
threatens to incur a loss
of more than 2.5 billion
rupees if additional
wheat worth 5.5 billion
rupees is procured at the
GOB rate.

Critics argue that
this procurement strat-
egy primarily benefits a
select few rather than the
struggling farmers, exac-
erbating inequalities
within the agricultural
sector. Instead, they ad-
vocate for diverting re-
sources towards more
sustainable agricultural
practices, including the
cultivation of cotton, ed-
ible oil, pulses, and ani-

mal fodder. Such a shift
not only reduces import
dependency but also
stimulates growth in in-
dustries related to these
crops, such as textiles,
edible oils, and meat pro-
cessing.

In the short term,
avoiding wheat procure-
ment would utilize the
existing reserve, mitigate
the risk of overspending
on a depreciating com-
modity, and potentially
curb food inflation, ben-
efiting the lower middle
class. Meanwhile, in the
long term, this strategic
realignment could erode
feudal dominance in ag-
riculture, spur industrial
expansion, and create
employment opportuni-
ties, particularly  in
underutilized sectors like

cotton production.
The proposed real-

location of funds, origi-
nally earmarked for
wheat procurement, to-
wards infrastructure de-
velopment in industrial
estates across
Balochistan holds the
promise of transforma-
tive socio-economic im-
pact. By prioritizing job
creation and fostering a
culture of wealth cre-
ation, this strategy aims
to alleviate social con-
flicts and drive inclusive
growth.

However, propo-
nents of traditional
wheat procurement ar-
gue for the need to ad-
dress the underlying
causes of high produc-
tion costs and explore
alternative crops. They

contend that a compre-
hensive strategy encom-
passing policy reforms,
legislative measures, and
investment in infrastruc-
ture is essential to ensure
sustainable agricultural
practices and economic
prosperity.

As Balochistan
stands at a crossroads,
the debate over wheat
procurement under-
scores broader ques-
tions about agricultural
policy, economic devel-
opment, and social eq-
uity.

The decision made
in the coming days will
not only shape the
province’s economic tra-
jectory but also define
its commitment to sus-
tainable growth and in-
clusive development.

Innovation for agriculture
By Zafar Masud:

PAKISTAN’S agricul-
tural sector is not just a
segment of the
economy; it is the life-
blood that sustains the
country’s populace and
fuels its economic en-
gine. With over 37 per
cent of the labour force
employed in it and its
contribution of approxi-
mately 46pc to GDP —
both directly and indi-
rectly estimated by em-
ploying backward and
forward linkages be-
tween agriculture and
other sectors of the
economy —
agriculture’s signifi-
cance cannot be over-
stated. It is a pivotal
source of foreign ex-
change earnings, with a
substantial delta as high
as $15 billion in our cur-

rent account, underscor-
ing its role as a corner-
stone of Pakistan’s fi-
nancial stability.

Innovation, and
out-of-the-box solutions
provide hope amidst
myriad challenges faced
by this sector. These are
key to ending the pre-
vailing inertia and cata-
lysts that can transform
traditional practices into
a modern, efficient, and
sustainable agricultural
framework. The recent
Agri-Connections con-
ference in Lahore served
as a testament to this
belief, bringing together
various stakeholders to
sow the seeds of
progress and innova-
tion. The ZarZaraat agri
start-up competition,
sponsored by The Bank
of Punjab and unveiled

at the conference, is
meant to provide a plat-
form for innovative tech-
nologies to showcase
their offerings to poten-
tial funders to bridge the
gap between agricultural
start-ups and the capital
they require. It is also
seen as a commitment to
nurturing the growth of
agricultural entrepre-
neurs. The conference
also shone a spotlight on
international models of
agricultural innovation
that can illuminate
Pakistan’s path forward.
The vision of Pakistani
farmers connecting di-
rectly with consumers,
akin to their Indian coun-
terparts using platforms
like BigBasket, is not a
distant dream but an
achievable reality. Simi-
larly, the success of Hello

Tractor in Africa serves
as an inspiration for Pa-
kistani agricultural ma-
chinery service provid-
ers to serve smallholder
farmers and help them
adopt much-needed
mechanised farming us-
ing mobile technology,
enabling them to book
tractors on-demand thus
significantly enhancing
their productivity. Out-
of-the-box solutions
provide hope amidst the
myriad challenges faced
by the farm sector. Yet,
the scope of innovation
extends far beyond the
realm of technology. It is
important to delve into
strategic approaches
that have borne fruit in
other nations.  China’s
emphasis on food secu-
rity, bolstered by gov-
ernment grants and

specialised science
parks, provides a blue-
print for Pakistan to
emulate. Ethiopia’s reso-
lution of credit access
issues for farmers
through a land-titling
programme demon-
strates the power of gov-
ernmental intervention
in catalysing economic
empowerment. Vietnam’s
focus on public-private
partnerships, my
favourite, highlights the
importance of collabora-
tive efforts in overcom-
ing financial literacy bar-
riers and collateral con-
straints faced by rural
e n t r e p r e n e u r s .
Colombia’s strides in
empowering women-
owned agricultural busi-
nesses via microfinance
partnerships offer valu-
able insights.
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police investigation department raid wrong
flat, arrest two in Karachi

Turkey court jails Kurdish leader for
42 years over 2014 unrest

UK developing new radio wave
weapon to destroy drones

Sehar Kamran participates in meeting of Russia-
Islamic Countries Strategic Vision Group

US military reported sees slight drop
in sexual assaults

P E N TA G O N
(INP): The US mili-
tary reported Thurs-
day a slight drop in
cases of sexual as-
sault in its ranks, a first
in almost 10 years and
on the heels of Penta-
gon reforms.

Prevalence fell
five percent in fiscal
year 2023 compared
to the previous year,
from 8,924 to 8,515
cases reported to the
US Department of
Defense, which em-
ploys or supervises
some 3.4 million mili-
tary personnel and
civilians.The figure
has been increasing

almost constantly since
2011, with only one
slight decrease in 2015.

Notably, the esti-
mated prevalence is
also decreasing: 6.8
percent of female sol-
diers and 1.3 percent
of men indicated hav-
ing experienced "un-
wanted sexual contact"
in the previous year,
compared to 8.4 per-
cent and 1.5 percent
respectively two years
earlier.

The study that pro-
duces the figures, car-
ried out every two
years by survey, helps
tackle under-reporting
of cases of sexual vio-

lence: only 25 percent
of cases are reported,
compared to 20 per-
cent two years ago.

Cases of sexual
harassment are also
declining, according to
this report.

The results "dem-
onstrate that the De-
partment is making
progress to prevent
sexual assault and ha-
rassment in the mili-
tary," Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin said
in a statement.

"These early find-
ings are encouraging,"
he added, stressing
that there was much
more work to be done.

Since 2023, the
management of cases
of sexual violence
within the US army has
been handled by spe-
cial prosecutors, inde-
pendent of the military
hierarchy, a reform
launched by President
Joe Biden.

An independent
commission of inquiry
estimated in 2021 that
20,000 soldiers suffer
sexual assault each
year, less than 8,000
report this assault and
less than 5,000 request
an investigation, and
only a small number
lead to military justice
action.

KARACHI (INP):  In
a shocking incident,
police investigation
department raided a
wrong flat and ar-
rested two of the fam-
ily in Ahsanabad
apartments, Karachi.

As per details, the
Site Super Highway
police conducted a
raid to vacate a flat
but they raid on a
wrong flat which was
rented by a teacher.

The family
claimed that police
thrown out their be-
longings and broke
their beds and other
items. They took two
of the family to police

station after beating
them and left an 80-
year-old woman and
her three daughters
stranded on road in the
dark.

The police officials
said that they had
raided the wrong flat,
and the intended target
was on the third floor,
not the second. The
family was given their
flat back, but the po-
lice officers refused to
compensate for the lost
valuables.

The family claimed
that the police officers
threatened them, to not
disclosed any informa-
tion about the incident

with anyone otherwise
they will have to bear
the consequences.

An investigation
into the incident has
been launched, and the
Special Investigation
Officer (SIO) has
stated that the police
officers involved will
face action for their
mistake. The SIO also
warned that legal ac-
tion will be taken
against the complain-
ant for providing false
information.

In a separate inci-
dent, the CCTV foot-
age from a bakery be-
longing to a popular
Pakistani burger chain

captures an alleged
policeman and his ac-
complice engaged in a
robbery.

The CCTV foot-
age of the incident
emerged in which an
alleged police officer
was seen conducting a
robbery at a bakery of
a Pakistani burger
chain located in
Karachi’s Tariq Road
area. The accused in
the video can be seen
arriving on a bike wear-
ing police pants and
shoes, later he held the
staff hostage at gun-
point and fled after
looting money from the
cash counter.

ISTANBUL (INP): A
Turkish court on
Thursday sentenced
the former head of a
pro-Kurdish party to
42 years in prison for
his alleged role in
deadly 2014 protests
that erupted as Is-
lamic State group
jihadists overran the
Syrian town of
Kobane.

In jail since 2016,
Selahattin Demirtas,
51, a two-time election
rival to President
Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, was con-
victed of dozens of
crimes including un-
dermining state unity
and the country's in-
tegrity.

The court in
Sincan, on the out-
skirts of Ankara, also
sentenced the
People's Democratic
Party (HDP) former
co-chair Figen
Yuksekdag to 30

years and three
months in jail, private
broadcaster NTV and
rights group MLSA re-
ported.

After the hearing,
several lawmakers for
the party, which has
since been renamed
the DEM, held up por-
traits of the two jailed
leaders in the national
assembly.

Fearing troubles
after the case, the gov-
ernors of at least 14
southern provinces
with large Kurdish and
Syrian communities
banned demonstrations
for four days, MLSA
added.

The court ordered
the release of some
politicians, including
Gultan Kisanak,
former mayor of the
major pro-Kurdish city
of Diyarbakir, but
many others were
handed jail terms.

The case against

former HDP mem-
bers, including
Demirtas and
Yuksekdag, stems
from a dark episode of
the more than decade-
long Syria war.

T h i r t y - s e ve n
people died in demon-
strations against the
Turkish army's inac-
tion in the face of an
IS offensive against
the largely Kurdish
northern Syrian town.

The fighting was
visible from the Turk-
ish side of the border
and many in the
Kurdish community
viewed the army as
complicit in the hu-
manitarian disaster
that followed.

The jihadists were
driven out of Kobane
in January 2015 by
US-backed Syrian
Kurdish fighters that
Turkey officially views
as terrorists.

Turkey views the

HDP as the political
front of outlawed
Kurdish militants who
have been waging an
insurgency that has
claimed tens of thou-
sands of lives since
1984. The HDP
blamed Turkish police
for causing the deaths.

In 2023 testimony,
Demirtas slammed the
case against him.
"There's no single evi-
dence about me. This
is a case of political
revenge, we were not
legally arrested, we
are all political hos-
tages." Demirtas has
been in jail in the west-
ern city of Edirne since
2016, facing multiple
trials on terror-related
charges that Western
governments view as
part of Erdogan's
crackdown on political
dissent. The European
Court of Human
Rights has repeatedly
called for his release.

LONDON (INP):
The United Kingdom's
armed forces are de-
veloping a state-of-
the-art new weapon
that shoots drones out
of the sky using radio
waves.

The goal of the
Radio Frequency Di-
rected Energy
Weapon (RFDEW) is
to cause enemy com-
batants' vehicles and
drones to stop in their
tracks or fall out of the
sky by interfering with
or damaging their vi-
tal electrical compo-
nents.

Its range of up to
1km, which could be
increased in the fu-
ture, allows it to be uti-
lized on land, in the air,
and on the sea.

The announce-
ment of the new

weapon follows Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak's
promise to increase
defence spending in
the UK to 2.5 percent
of GDP by 2030.

The device is be-
ing marketed as a
cost-effective substi-
tute for conventional
missiles, with an esti-
mated cost of 10p per
radio wave shot. It has
the potential to elimi-
nate deadly drone
swarms.

The system,
which can be installed
on a range of military
vehicles, produces ra-
dio frequency energy
pulses in the form of a
beam that may be ex-
panded to attack many
targets or fired in se-
quence at once. The
beam is powered by a
mobile power source.

"We are already a
force to be reckoned
with on science and
technology, and devel-
opments like RFDEW
not only make our per-
sonnel more lethal and
better protected on the
battlefield but also
keep the UK a world
leader in innovative
military kit," stated
James Cartlidge, min-
ister of defence pro-
curement.

“The war in
Ukraine has shown us
the importance of de-
ploying uncrewed sys-
tems, but we must be
able to defend against
them too.

As we ramp up
our defence spending
in the coming years,
our Defence Drone
Strategy will ensure
we are at the forefront

of this warfighting
evolution.” Through-
out the summer, Brit-
ish soldiers will partici-
pate in extensive test-
ing of the new weap-
ons system.

Under Project
Hersa, a collaborative
team from the De-
fence Science and
Technology Labora-
tory (DSTL) and De-
fence Equipment &
Support (DE&S) is
developing it in col-
laboration with the UK
industry.

"These game-
changing systems will
deliver decisive opera-
tional advantage to the
UK armed forces,
saving lives and de-
feating deadly
threats," stated Paul
Hollinshead, chief ex-
ecutive of DSTL.

KAZAN (INP):   Sehar
Kamran, Member Na-
tional Assembly of Pa-
kistan and former
Senator participated in
the Annual Meeting of
the Russia-Islamic

Countries Strate-
gic Vision Group,
which focused on the
theme "Russia - Islamic
World:

A Just Multipolar
World Order and Se-
cure Development."
The event, organized
by the Russia-Islamic
World Strategic Vision
Group and chaired by
President of Tatarstan
Rustam Minnikhanov,
brought together dis-
tinguished guests and
delegates from various
nations in Kazan, the
capital of Tatarstan.

In her conversa-
tion with the press and
media representatives,
Sehar Kamran high-
lighted the importance
of dialogue and the out-
comes of the session in
promoting peaceful co-
existence and the de-
velopment of all states.
She emphasized the
need to move away
from outdated bloc
logic and zero-sum
geopolitical games.

Sehar Kamran dis-
cussed the global shift
in power distribution
over the last three de-
cades, from bipolarity
to unipolarity, and the
current transition to-
wards complex multi-
polarity. She identified
three dynamics con-
tributing to this new
multipolarity: a wider
distribution of wealth,
states asserting them-
selves strategically and

ideologically, and an in-
creasingly transactional
international system
based on bilateral deals.

The former Sena-
tor emphasized the sig-
nificance of under-
standing cultural sensi-
tivities, protecting the
vulnerable, and invest-
ing in peace and human
development rather
than engaging in end-
less wars. She stressed
the importance of
multilateralism, diplo-
macy, and cooperation
in successfully navi-
gating the current glo-
bal geopolitical land-
scape.

Sehar Kamran ac-
knowledged the forma-
tion of a multipolar sys-
tem of international re-
lations, highlighting the
incorporation of the
BRICS (Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South
Africa) into the G20 in-
formal group of leading
economies. She em-
phasized the coopera-
tive nature of multipo-
larity and its potential to
create a more demo-
cratic and just interna-
tional system.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,
Sehar Kamran empha-
sized the importance of
improved Sino-Russian
relations, China's Belt
and Road Initiative, and
the Asia Infrastructure
Investment Bank in ad-
vancing towards a mul-
tipolar world.  She
quoted both President
Vladimir Putin and
President Xi Jinping,
who advocated for a
multipolar world where
countries, regardless of
size or strength, have
equal rights to partici-

pate in decision-mak-
ing and fulfill their ob-
ligations.

The former Sena-
tor stressed the signifi-
cance of multilateralism
and a just global order,
aligning with the senti-
ments of Muslim world
leadership and the Or-
ganization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC).
She highlighted the po-
tential for cooperation
between OIC member
states, Russia,  and
China in addressing
challenges to peace and
stability, particularly in
the Middle East region-
Palestine issue.

R e g a r d i n g
Pakistan's position as a
middle power state,
Senator Sehar Kamran
emphasized the

country's commitment
to a careful balance be-
tween global giants and
peaceful conflict reso-
lution. Pakistan sup-
ports the establishment
of a multipolar world
order and upholds the
supremacy of interna-
tional law in interstate
relations.

Sehar Kamran
emphasised the urgent
need for cooperation in
addressing global chal-
lenges, such as climate
change, and promoting
dialogue between soci-
eties, civilizations, and
nations. She expressed
confidence in the
forum's ability to fos-
ter constructive dia-
logue and contribute to
a fairer, democratic,
and just global order.

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari administering the oath of office to Mr. Ali Pervaiz as the
Minister of State, during an oath-taking ceremony, held at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD:  Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, President Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ICCI)
receiving Deputy Head of the Mission UAE Embassy Mohammed Sultan Alkaitoob at Chamber house.

MADINAH: Federal Minister of Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony,
Chaudhry Salik Hussain meeting with Pakistani pilgrims in Madinah.
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SC issues show-cause notices to Vawda, Mustafa
Kamal on remarks against judiciary

FAPUASA urges govt. to address economic
marginalization of professors

KP merged tribal districts police to
receive enhanced privileges

Federal Minister for Inter Provincial Coordination
Ahsan Iqbal vows to uplift sports

PESHAWAR (INP): Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Akhtar
Hayat Khan has reiterated his
commitment to providing all
prevailing privileges to the po-
lice force with aim to bolster-
ing the professionalism and
welfare of police personnel in
the merged tribal districts

During a meeting with a
representative delegation of
police from the merged dis-
tricts at the Central Police Of-
fice in Peshawar,

IGP Akhtar Hayat Khan
emphasized the importance of
developing the police force,
enhancing personnel welfare,
and making employment more
attractive.

Key officials, including
Additional Inspector General
Headquarters Awal Khan,
Capital City Police Officer

Peshawar Syed Ashfaq Anwar,
and AIG Amalgamated Dis-
tricts Dr. Qureshi Khan, at-
tended the meeting.

 The delegation raised
various issues, including the
need for specialized unit con-
stables in CTD, FRP, Special
Branch, and Elite Force to be
allowed transfers and given
stop pay due to non-attendance
and other unavoidable reasons.

In response, IGP Akhtar
Hayat Khan directed immedi-
ate implementation of these
measures by the concerned
police authorities.

 He also instructed regional
and district police officers to
ensure timely promotions ac-
cording to existing rules and
regulations.

Additionally, the delegation
urged the IGP to expedite the
resolution of their cases pend-

ing with the provincial govern-
ment, particularly in the fourth
phase of impeachment. IGP
Khan assured them that their
demands would be addressed
promptly.

Highlighting the welfare of
former levies and special of-
ficers martyred before the
merger, IGP Khan mentioned
that summaries for the recruit-
ment of their children and
those with less than ten years
of service, who are ineligible
for pension, have been sent to
the government and are ex-
pected to be implemented
soon.

This proactive approach by
IGP Akhtar Hayat Khan un-
derscores the ongoing efforts
to strengthen the police force
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
enhance the welfare of its per-
sonnel.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Supreme Court on Friday is-
sued show-cause notices to
lawmakers Faisal Vawda and
Mustafa Kamal, seeking re-
sponses from them on

their recent rhetoric
against the judiciary.

The development came as
a three-member bench headed
by Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa and in-
cluding Justice Irfan Saadat
Khan and Justice

Naeem Akhtar Afghan
presided over the proceedings
of a suo motu notice taken a
day ago against independent
Senator Vawda. On Wednes-
day, two senators Vawda

and PML-N’s Talal
Chaudhry had held separate
pressers, questioning the
Islam-abad High Court (IHC)
judges’ claim that intelligence
agencies had interfered in the
judicial affairs.

Without any evidence no
one had the right to point a fin-
ger at the institutions, they
added.

The next day, two MNA
Muttahida Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan (MQM-P’s) Mustafa

Kamal and Istehkam-i-Paki-
stan Party’s (IPP’s) Awn
Chaudhry also highlighted the
judiciary’s alleged shortcom-
ings and called for establishing
ethical standards for the
judges.

Kamal claimed the judi-
ciary had set “ethical stan-
dards” for politicians and the
dual citizenship of judges was
a “big question mark” and the
judiciary should be made an-
swerable on this issue, while
Awn had termed it a crisis that
would lead to an “anarchy in
the country”.

At the outset of the hear-
ing, CJP Isa asked the AAG if
he had listened to Vawda’s
press conference and whether
it amounted to contempt of
court.

To this, Rehman replied
that the stream he heard had
some words “muted”. The
chief justice then remarked that
there had been “more” state-
ments against him in compari-
son but he had “ignored” them.
“They took advantage of [me]
ignoring that by thinking ‘we
can also make a speech’,” Jus-
tice Isa said.

“If [I] have done wrong
then name me [but] will not
allow the institution (judiciary)
to be targeted,” the top judge
asserted. Stating that institu-
tions belonged to the public,
CJP Isa observed that “defam-
ing” them was not equivalent
to serving the country. “There
can be faults in institutions. I
cannot bear

someone else’s burden,”
he added.

The chief justice then said
that if a wrong decision had
been made, then “criticism”
should be done. He further said
that the judiciary was “trying
to do good deeds”, highlighting
that the apex court was also
following the Practice and Pro-
cedures Act.

Justice Isa noted that the
one to wield a gun was the
weakest as “he has nothing to
say”, adding that the second-
most weakest person was who
hurled abuses. “A person who
would have [valid] arguments
would silence even us judges,”
he said. The top judge
emphasised that he had taken
oath of his role “not for him-
self but for the institution”.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Profes-
sor Dr. Mazhar Iqbal, the Vice
President of the Federation of
All Pakistan Universities Aca-
demic Staff Association
(FAPUASA)

and President of the Aca-
demic Staff Association of
Quaid-i-Azam University
(ASA – QAU) has urged the
government to address the eco-
nomic marginalization of

professors under the Ten-
ure Track System (TTS).

He said that the TTS was
established in 2007 to promote
research culture in universities,
with the intention of reducing
the pension and other benefits

of
professors under the BPS

system. It was decided that
the salaries of TTS professors
would be increased every three
years, but unfortunately, the
government

has only increased their
salaries three times (in 2011,
2015, and 2021) in the last 17
years.

He pointed out that there
are currently around 60,000
professors teaching in Paki-
stani universities, of which only
5,000 are TTS professors. He
argued that

the government can bear
the financial burden of increas-

ing the salaries of TTS profes-
sors, just as it does for other
professors.

He warned that if the sala-
ries of TTS professors are not
increased, many will be forced
to resign and leave the coun-
try, which will have negative

consequences for the edu-
cation system and the country's
reputation.

He appealed to the au-
thorities, including the Prime
Minister, to take immediate
action to address this issue and
to support the professors who
are working hard to promote
education and research in the
country.

SIALKOT (INP):  Federal
Minister for Inter Provincial
Coordination Ahsan Iqbal
vowed to uplift sports in the
country.

Addressing the national
conference in connection with
the revival of sports, Iqbal said:
"2025 has been declared the
year of revitalization of the
sports in the country."

He emphasized the need
for mental strength in a bid to
emerge victorious, saying, "The
victory not only comes on the
field but from the mindset."

"The steps are being taken
to also promote institutional
sports," he said. Iqbal said: "The
premier has given me an addi-

tional portfolio of sports. The
conference is quite important."

"Two countries [Pakistan
and India] will be held account-
able for their completion of 100
years of independence in
2047," he said. Taking an indi-
rect jibe at the political oppo-
nents, Iqbal said: "If any na-
tion is deemed corrupt, it re-
ally faces defeat."

Pakistan hockey captain
Ammad Butt said that the
Green Shirts were ready to
beat Japan in the next event.
Expressing his thoughts during
the event hosted by Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif, Butt ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
team's performance in the re-

cently held Azlan Shah Cup.
"The team showed good per-
formance. I do not feel that my
team lacked something."

Meanwhile, Sufyan Khan
said: "There was no difficulty
during the tournament with the
inclusion of the senior players
and skipper."

 "I am feeling that I am
watching a dream. The previ-
ous premier had closed all the
departments," Sufyan said.

On the other side, express-
ing his thoughts, Abdul Rehman
said: "The Azlan Shah Cup was
my first international event. It
was a heartbreaking moment
to get drubbed at the hands of
Japan."

Tariq Bashir Cheema suspended from
NA over Zartaj Gul spat

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
National Assembly session,
presided over by Speaker Ayaz
Sadiq, concluded amidst heated
exchanges and significant par-
liamentary decisions.

Despite his apology,
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq suspended
PML-Q MNA Tariq Bashir
Cheema for the entire session
of the day due to a bitter ex-
change between Cheema and
Zartaj Gul the previous day.
The decision to suspend
Cheema was made to maintain
decorum and uphold parlia-
mentary standards.

The question raised by the
speaker in this regard was ac-
cepted by the House.

Meanwhile, in a ruling by
the speaker, TikTokers,
YouTubers, and media person-
nel were banned from record-
ing videos in the corridors of

Parliament. This decision
aimed to ensure the sanctity of
parliamentary proceedings and
prevent disruptions caused by
unauthorized video recordings.

The National Assembly
approved a motion for the for-
mation of standing committees,
empowering the speaker to
form and include members in
these committees.

The motion, presented by
Syed Naveed Qamar of the
PPP, was accepted by the
House, facilitating the estab-
lishment of essential parlia-
mentary committees.

Moreover, Defense Min-
ister Khawaja Asif emphasized
the importance of maintaining
parliamentary decorum amidst
gatherings of party members
outside the National Assembly
Hall.

 "People belonging to one

party gather outside the Na-
tional Assembly Hall. This is
Parliament House, not Mochi
Darwaza or D Chowk," he re-
marked.

The session was adjourned
indefinitely, marking the con-
clusion of the fifth session of
the National Assembly.

On Thursday, PTI-backed
Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC)
claimed that PML-Q MNA
Cheema abusive language with
SIC lawmaker Zartaj Gul.

Apart from opposition
members, Cheema's behaviour
was also termed inappropriate
by the government benches.
Women members of the Paki-
stan People's Party (PPP) ex-
pressed solidarity with Zartaj
Gul. Tariq Bashir Cheema
went to Zartaj Gul and said
obnoxious words to PTI-
backed SIC MNA Zartaj Gul.

Punjab Finance Minister announces
interest-free loans for farmers

LAHORE (INP): Punjab Finance
Minister Mujtabi Shujaur
Rehman has announced the pro-
vision of interest-free loans to
farmers during the crucial crop
sowing season for bolstering ag-
ricultural endeavors. This finan-
cial assistance seeks to em-
power farmers and facilitate
their agricultural activities.

Furthermore,  Minister
Rehman emphasized the need to
ensure swift financial support,
within a timeframe of three
months, to the wives and chil-
dren of employees who tragi-
cally lost their lives during their
tenure of service. This measure
reflects the government's com-
mitment to providing compre-
hensive support to the families
of deceased employees. These
announcements were made dur-
ing the fourth session of the
Standing Committee on Legis-
lation and Privatization of the
Cabinet, presided over by Min-
ister Rehman. The meeting was
attended by notable figures in-

cluding Provincial Minister for
Law and Communications
Malik Sohib Bharat, Provincial
Minister for Local Government
Zeeshan Malik, and key officials
from related departments.

During the session, a nine-
point agenda was deliberated
upon, encompassing crucial
matters such as agreements
with financial institutions, ap-
proval of memoranda of under-
standing (MoUs) with govern-
mental bodies, and a review of
pertinent legislative acts.

Minister Rehman directed
relevant authorities to expedite
processes related to the issu-
ance of Kisan Cards in collabo-
ration with the Bank of Punjab
and the implementation of the
Jalalpur Irrigation Project in
partnership with Pakistan Rail-
ways.

Moreover, discussions re-
volved around amendments to
various ordinances and acts, in-
cluding the Social Security Or-
dinance 1965 and the Punjab

Heritage Act 2005. Minister
Bharat commended proposed
amendments by the Punjab
Employees Social Security In-
stitute, particularly in facilitat-
ing the establishment of a medi-
cal college in Faisalabad.

Additionally, Minister Malik
stressed the importance of tax
compliance as a national duty,
urging citizens to fulfill their
obligations.

Minister Bharat highlighted
the significance of promoting
religious tourism in Punjab, em-
phasizing the need for effective
utilization of resources by the
Tourism Department to show-
case the region's rich cultural
heritage.

 The session concluded
with a directive from Minister
Rehman to relevant authorities
to ensure meticulous planning
and execution of proposed ini-
tiatives,  underscoring the
government's unwavering com-
mitment to fostering socio-eco-
nomic development in Punjab.

MUZZAFFARABAD: A delegation of Pakistan Muslim League(N) Azad Jammu and Kashmir calls on
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh Visited
Naval Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin chairing a meeting at
NADRA Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: IUCN country representative Mahmood Akhtar Cheema presenting an annaual moni-
toring and evalution report on UGPP & forestry to the PM’s Coordinator on climate change Romina
Khurshid Alam.


