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Iran rs1den Ebrahim th

i’s helicopter ‘crashes

upon landing’ in Varzaqan region: state media

NEWS DESK: A heli-
copter carrying Iran’s Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisiand other
local officials was involved

a“crash upon landing” in
Varzaqan region of the coun-
try under poor weather con-
ditions on Sunday, state me-
dia Islamic Republic News
Agency (IRNA) reported,
with search and rescue ef-
forts underway but no news
yet on his condition.

Foreign  Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian,
Governor of East Azerbaijan
province Malek Rahmati and
others were also onboard the
convoy, which comprised of
three helicopters, of which
the other two have landed
safely. “The harsh weather
conditions and heavy fog
have made it difficult for the
rescue teams to reach the
accident site,” state TV ini-
tially said in an on-screen
news alert.

The head of Iranian Red
Crescent Society (IRCS), Pir
Hossein Kolivand, was
quoted as saying by Iran’s

Tasnim news agency that
“40 rapid response teams
from the IRCS are currently
conducting search opera-
tions™ in the area where the
helicopter carrying President
Raisi was reported to have
crashed.

Kolivand said that the
“weather conditions are ex-
tremely unfavourable and
the terrain is difficult to navi-
gate,” but “we are making
every effort to carry out the
necessary actions.”

- have utilised
drones and acrial measures,
but due to the poor weather
conditions, aerial search op-
erations are not feasible. The
area is rugged and mountain-
ous,” he adde

“We have also dis-
patched forces from specific
provinces to ensure that
more personnel are on-site.”

Meanwhile, Iran’s ISNA
news agency reported that
rescue teams have reached
the crash site. They posted
a video of rescue personnel
on their X page.

The semi-official Fars
news agency called on Ira-
nians to pray for Raisi fol-
lowing the reports.

A handout picture pro-
vided by the Iranian presi-
dency on May 19, 2024,
shows Iran’s President
Ebrahim Raisi (L) and his
Azeri counterpart Ilham
Aliyev meeting at the site of
Qiz Qalasi ahead of its inau-
guration ceremony.—AFP

Raisi was visiting East
Azerbaijan province on Sun-
day where he inaugurated a
dam project in the company
of his Azeri counterpari,
Ilham Aliev, on the border
between the two countries.

Raisi has been presi-
dent of the Islamic Republic
since June 2021, succeeding
the moderate Hassan
Rouhani, for a term during
which Iran has faced crisis
and conflict. He took the
reins of a country in the grip
of a deep social crisis and
an economy strained by US
sanctions against Tehran
over its contested nuclear

programme.

Iran saw a wave of mass.
protests triggered by the
death in custody of Iranian
Kurd Mahsa Amini in Sep-
tember 2022,

In March 2023, regional
rivals Iran and Saudi Arabia
signed a surprise deal that
restored diplomatic relations.

The bombardment in
Gaza that began on October
7 sent regional tensions soar-
ing again and a series of tit-
for-tat escalations led to
Tehran launching hundreds
of missiles and rockets di-
rectly at Israel in April 2024.

In a speech following
Sunday’s dam inauguration,
Raisi emphasised Iran’s sup-
port for Palestinians, a
centrepiece of its foreign
policy since the 1979 Islamic
revolution. “We believe that
Palestine is the first issue of
the Muslim world and we are
convinced that the people of
Iran and Azerbaijan always
support the people of Pales-
tine and Gaza and hate the
Zionist regime,” said Raisi.

Balochistan: Nurturing Intellectual,
Political, and Cultural Growth

Quetta Voice Special Report:

QUETTA: The recently
concluded Pakistan Literary
Festival in Quetta provided
a unique platform for dia-
logue, reflection, and explo-
ration.

Asthe Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, aptly stated, the chal-
lenges faced by the region—
education, health, and devel-
opment—stem from intemal
factors that demand our at-
tention.

Educatio
Struggle for Qual-
ity and Access

Balochistan’s educa-
tion sector faces significant
hurdles.

Despite substantial
budget allocations, the qual-
ity of education remains
subpar. Minister Rahila
Durrani highlighted the stark
discrepancy between the
number of schools built and
their mais hile

Vice Chancellor BUITEMS, Dr. Khalid Hafeez handling
over a shield of PLF1o the Chief Minister Mir Sarfuraz
‘Bugti: Photo Ismail Khan

needed to bridge this gap
and ensure quality educa-
tion for all.

Intellectual Fo-
cus and National
Progress

Dr. Khalid Hafeez em-
phasized the critical link be-
tween educational focus and

over 1.1 million students are
enrolled, nearly 3 million chik
dren remain out of school. A
coherent strategy is urgently

Siddiqui called fora compre-
hensive overhaul of the
education system, empha-
sizing knowledge over fi-
nancial gains.
Dr. Ziaul Hasan
stressed the need for the
Higher Education Commis-
sion to
prioritize  research
alongside degree attain-
Ghazi Salahuddin’s

the im-

national Hir- ment.

mg unqualified educators enthusiasm for global cam-
he qual- puses

|ty uf learning. portance of diverse perspec-

Dr. Pirzada Qasim Raza

tives and innovative ideas.

Cultural Vibrancy
and Collaborative
Solutions

“The Quetta Literary Fes-
tival brought together politi-
cians, artists, poets, and jour-
nalists.

Their insightful dia-
logues underscored the
festival’s role as a cultural
and educational hub. Sadiga
Salahuddin rightly pointed
out that cducational chal-
lenges are not unique to
Balochistan but affect all
provinces. The reliance on
donors for educational im-
provements calls for a na-
tional commitment to reform.

Conclusion: A
Brighter Future

Balochistan’s intellec-
tual, political, and cultural
dcplh is rich and multifac-
eted. By addressing educa-

PakIran Border Taftan To Be
Operational For 24 Hours

QUETTA: To bolster
trade between Pakistan and
Iran, the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) has issued an
order to keep the Pakistan-
Iran Trade Gate at Taftan
open 24 hours a day for
freight vehicles. The direc-
tive, signed by Additional
Collector  Muhammad
Shoaib Qazi, mandates the
round-the-clock operation.

The Collectorate of
Customs  Enforcement
Quetta, along with the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency
(FIA), Chief Collector of
Customs, Assistant Collec-
tors, and the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
Quetta Balochistan, have
been instructed to implement
the necessary measures for

this transition.

Leaders from the Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try Quetta Balochistan,
ciuding President Haji
Abdullah Achakzai, Senior
Vice President Haji Agha Gul
Khilji, and Vice President
Syed Abdul Ahad Agha, ex-
pressed their satisfaction
and joy over this develop-
ment. They emphasized that
the continuous operation of
the trade gate fulfills a long-
standing demand from trade
professionals and transpo
ers, whichis expected to sig-
nificantly enhance the move-
ment of fresh produce and
other goods, reducing spoil-
age and delays.

This change is antici-
pated to streamline the bilat-

eral trade process, ensuring
uninterrupted movement of
cargo vehicles. Previously,
the gate’s limited hours
caused significant conges-
tion, delaying vehicle clear-
ance for weeks and ad-
versely impacting legitimate
trade. The Chamberhad per-

istently advocated for this
change during annual meet-
ings of the Pakistan-Iran
Joint Trade Committee and
other forums.

‘With the 24/7 operation
of the Taftan trade gate, both
countries are expected to see
a positive impact on their
import and export sectors,
helping to meet trade goals
and strengthening economic
ties between the two Islamic
nations.

Counting underway as polling ends for
by-election i in Multan s NA-148

MULTAN: Counting of
votes is under way after poll-
ingended for the by-election
in Multan’s NA-148 con-
stituency.

The slot had fallen va-
cant after PPP’s Yusuf Raza
Gilani, the recently elected
Senate chairman, stepped
down. In the general elec-
tions on Feb &, Gilani had
secured a narrow victory
with a margin of just 293
votes.

The main contest is ex-
pected between the former
PM’s son Ali Qasim Gilani
and PTI-supported Barrister
Taimur Malik.

The PML-N did not
field its candidate for the by-
poll for its coalition with the
PPP at the federal and pro-
vincial levels and an-
nounced support for the PPP
candidate.

Polling began carlier to-
day at 8am at 275 polling sta-
tions under strict security ar-
rangements and will con-
cludeat 5pm.

There are a total of 72
polling stations for women,
and another 72 formen while

b/
121 are combined. A total of

police persontel had been

cight
testing the polls.
Arrangements

are con-

had
been made for the by-polls
after the election campaign
concluded on Saturday. The
district administration had
prepared a plan for the by-
election and election mate-
rial had been dispatched to
all 275 polling stations.

Multan Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Rizwan
Qadeer emphasised trans-
parency and a peaceful en-
vironment as per the dire
tives of the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP).

He said security mea-
sures had been taken and
deployment of additional

er.n had been installed at
sensitive locations. Strict
action would be taken
against any disruptions to
law and order, he had added.

According to the office
of Regional Police Officer
(RPO) Muhammad Sohail
Chaudbhry, 3,829 police offi-
cials will be on duty for the
security of 275 polling sta-
tions. In a statement, the ECP
had said media outlets
‘would be permitted to broad-
cast election results one hour
after the conclusion of poll-
ing, clarifying that these re-
sults would be unofficial and
subject to change. NEWS

ESK.

Punjab hospitals told to implement SOPs
ahead of expected rise in temperature

PUNJAB: The Punjab
Primary and Secondary
Healthcare Department on
Sunday directed health fa-
cilities in the province to
implement certain standard
operating  procedures
(SOPs)ahead of an expected
rise in the temperature.

tion, fostering i
and nurturing collaboration,
we can pave the way for a
brighter future—one where

Earlcr this weck, the the
1 Dep

warned that the presence of
high pressure in the upper
atmosphere would result in

=

’s potential is
fully realized.

Quetta Administration Criticised For Closure Of
Press Club To Stop BYC Seminar

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA:  The
Balochistan Union of
Journalists has strongly
condemned the
administration’s decision
to lock the Quetta Press
Club. This action is seen
as an attack on press
freedom and a violation of
Article 19 of the Consti-
tution.

Dr. Mahrang Baloch
and other leaders were
scheduled to address a
seminar on reported fenc-
ing in Gwadar. Despite

threats, journalists vow to
continue their duties.
The union demands a

o 5 -y i
high-level investigation
and will announce the ac-
tion plan within 24 hours.

The closure of the
press club is an attack on
the freedom and rights of
journalists, which is unac-
ceptable. This step by the
administration is a con-
spiracy to silence journal-
ists and we will strongly
protest against it. The
union stressed that despite
the threats and challenges
faced by journalists, they
will continue to carry out
their duties and cannot be
intimidated by such mea-
sures.

in most
parts of the country, espe-
cially Punjab and Sindh from
May 21 and a severe
heatwave from May 23 (0 27.

Daytime temperatures
were “likely to remain 4 to 6
degrees centigrade above
normal”in Sindh and Punjab
from May 21 to 23 and six to
8°C from May 23 to 27, it
said.

On Friday, the Punjab
government had reduced the
timings of all public and pri-
vate schools from May 18 to
May 31.

Today, the provincial
health department issued di-
rectives to the chief execu-
tive officers of all district
health authorities, and the

which is available with
Dawn.com, said: “Accord-
ing to the weather advisory
from the Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department, [a]
heatwave is expected to hit
all areas of Punjab from May
21 to May 27, especially in
the southern districts of
Punjab i.c. Bahawalpur,
Rahim Yar Khan, Dera Ghazi
Khan, Multan.”

“This is [expected] to
cause [a] serious impact on
the daily routines and lives
of the people across
Punjab,” it said, adding that
certain SOPs should be
implemented.

These included estab-
lishing heatwave counters at
tertiary care hospitals as well
as DHQs and THQs, which

o
8,

medical super
tertiary care hospitals, dis-
trict headquarter hospitals
(DHQs) and tehsil headquar-
ter hospitals (THQs).

The letter, a copy of

provided to the
public about heatwaves as
well as preventative mea-
sures.

The health_department
also directed officials to hold

coordination meetings with
all stakeholders and “‘estab-
lish the responsibility matrix
of each department™.

Further, offi
told to disseminate informa-
tion to the general public on
how to avoid the heat and
limit outdoor activity, proper
hydration and how to handle
an emergency situation.

“All water coolers, with
plenty of clean water and air
conditioners shall be fune
tional across all health faci
ties, without fail,” it said,
adding that all medicines
should be made “available
across all health facilities
round the clock”.

Further, the department
told officials to keep a close
liaison with all district/tehsil
administrations, Rescue
1122, district disaster man-
agement authorities, and to
respond to any emergency
situation immediately.

NEWS DESK.




02

EDITORIAL

Monday, May,20,2024

Quetta Green Bus Promise: Govt Urged

. . .
to Turn Commitments into Action

Editorial:

In a seemingly promising move to uplift transportation standards, the
Balochistan government has unfolded plans for an extensive expansion of the
green bus fleet. The visionary initiative, spearheaded by Dr. Faisal Ahmed
Khan, CEO of Balochistan Public Private Partnership (BPPP), aims to introduce
25 additional eco-friendly buses to the streets of Quetta. However, as the
government unveils plans, the pressing question looms — will these promises
translate into tangible improvements for the provincial capital’s long-suffering
commuters?

Green Bus Expansion Now A Long Standing Demand

Originally sanctioned by former ChiefMinister Jam Kamal Khan, the plan
now gammg momcntum undcr the current administration, undcrsconng the
i and accessible transportation. With
B ambitious target of dep]oymg 100 green buses across Quetta in the immi-
nent months, the expansion spans beyond the city center, promising relief to
residents in areas like Hazara Town, Marriabad, Samungli Road, Sariab Cus-
tom, Nawan Killi, and other vital parts of Quetta.

Expansion Of Project Directly Responds To Public Demand: Dr. Faisal

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan asserts that this expansion directly responds to
the persistent public demand for enhanced transportation facilities. The stark
reality, however, reveals that currently, a meager eight buses operate from
Balochistan University to Belili Airport Road, laying bare the glaring inad-
equacy in green bus availability.

Caretaker Prime Minister Anwarul Haq Kakar’s recent proclamation, vow-
ing an additional 100 green buses for Balochistan, signifies the government’s
purported dedication to elevating public transportation standards in the re-
gion. While commendable in words, the onus now falls on Chief Secretary

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for

Dr. Faiz Kakar:

Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alarming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment,
and infant and maternal
mortality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment. The unmatched
policies and irrelevant
development strategies,
along with poor gover-
nance, have resulted in
extreme underdevelop-
ment of the province
Though the bleak pic-
ture of the province is
noticeable to all deci-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
ing critical poverty lev-
cls in red, Balochistan’s

Sustainable Development

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help
approaches. Failure to
adapt to this evolving
development approach
over the past 70 years

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potentials not
only justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve as a
guarantee of their suc-

ture development. The
dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit costs
of development and

coss. : ent ¢
fark e maintenance of services.

e e or SEZs The Only Morcover, it contributes
2 to the prevailing law and

chonee. Option order issues and ham-

Potentials of

Ensuring the full pers efforts to combat

the Province operationalization of political insurgencics
Special Economic Zones ~and religious terrorism.

Ensurethe (&0 o dentiied T address this

Success of  commenced in challenge, the establish-

SEZ Balochistan stands out ment of new cities and

towns across the prov-
ince is essential. How-
ever, given the budget-
ary constraints and the
heavy investment re-
quired for establishing
new cities,

as the foremost priority
area for intervention. The
establishment of small
and medium-scale indus-
tries within these zones
will not only create em-

Balochistan, often
referred to as the “fruit
basket” of Pakistan,
ands out as a resource-
rich province boasting

agenda.
Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private
sectors

The Government of
Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing on
thematic areas such as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etly dwindling by the ap-
pointment ofheads from
Jjunior officials who lack
the influence to navigate
hurdles or

political and i
spheres remain sharply
divided.

Balochistan’s
Political And
Intellectual
Spheres Di-
vided

Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan to translate these verbal into
swift and substantive action.
CS Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan Can Play AKey Role
r the ’s seemingly p approach
must bc met with an urgent plea for Chicf Secretary Shakeel Qadir "Rhan's
decisive leadership in ensuring efficient execution. Quetta’s residents, long
fatigued by the lack of a dependable public transportation system, now de-
‘mand more than promises — they demand a concrete reality. The introduction
of green buses holds the potential to alleviate the longstanding commuting
challenges, creating a pmhway to a more sustainable and accessible future for
the people of Bal .
The call for action is nol merely a suggestion; it’s a critical imperative, and
the responsibility squarely rests with Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan to
lead the way in turning promises into tangible, transformative actions.

Blndlng Israel

resumption of blood-
shed. Such a brief ces-
sation of hostilities
would render relief ef-
forts incredibly difficult
and arguably have little
impact on the unfolding
humanitarian catastro-
phein Gaza.

Immediately after
the resolution’s pas-
sage, efforts were made
to downplay its signifi-
cance, with spin doctors
attempting to frame the
resolution as “non-bind-
ing”,and thus having no
further legal effect than
the numerous UN Gen-
eral Assembly resolu-
tions on the matter. This
characterisation is, how-
ever, inconsistent with
lhe principles of mtu-
ppli-
cable to mlemauona] le-
gal instruments, includ-
ing resolutions of the
UNSC. Neither the UN
resolution nor the ICJ’s
provisional orders offer
a panacea for the ongo-
ing slaughter of Pales-
tinian civilians

The UN Charter es-
tablishes the UNSC, lays
out its powers, and de-
lineates how the UNSC
exercises those powers.
The most overt of these
powers can be found in

issued under Chapter VII,
butinstead, in exercise of
the UNSC’s general pow-
ersunder and “guided by
the purposes and prin-
ciples of the Charter of
the United Nations™.
Proponents of the
non-binding nature of
Resolution 2728 cite prior
'UNSC resolutions where
the text of the resolution
clearly identifies the
UNSC'’s reliance on its
Chapter VII powers. At
best, this is a myopic
reading of such instru-
ments, as pursuant to
Article 25 of the UN Char-
ter, “Members of the
United Nations agree to
accept and carry out the
decisions of the Security
Council in accordance
with the Charter”.
Thus, focusing ex-
clusively on the UNSC’s
Chapter VII powers
misses the forest for the
trees, as the Charter itself
obliges UN members to
comply with UNSC deci-
sions, such as Resolution
2728. As described by the
ICJ in its advisory opin-
ion on South West Africa,
“[a]rticle 25 is not con-
fined to decisions in re-
gard to enforcement ac-
tion but applies to ‘the
decisions of the Security

Mors e

months into Isracl’s po-
grom against Palestin-
fans, the UN Security
Council finally adopted
Resolution 2728/2024.
The resolution, pro-
posed by the 10 non-per-
manent members of the
UNSC (E10), received
unanimous assent with
one abstention by the
US — Israel’s staunch-
estally and a permanent
member of the UNSC
(P5)— and comes after
four prior attempts at its
passage, three of which
were vetoed by the US
itself and one by China
and Russia.

While the
resolution’s passage is a
positive step, much like
with the provisional or-
ders issued by the Inter-
national Court of Justice
earlier this year, expecta-
tions must be tempered;
neither the resolution
norindeed the ICJ’s pro-
visional orders offer a
panacea for the ongoing
slaughter of Palestinian
civilians, the death toll
for whom has credibly
exceeded 30,000. The
resolution does, none-
theless, represent a wa-
tershed in international

law and diplomacy as Chapter VIl ofthe Char- Council’ adopted in ac-
they intersect with ter, which relates to the cordance with the Char-
Isracl’s pogrom against maintenance of interna- ter. Moreover, that Article
Palestine. tional peace and secu- is placed, not in Chapter

rity. Under this chapter,
the UNSC is empowered
to take any action — in-
cludingmilitary —in or-
der to “give effect to its
decisions™; S
UNSC resolutions is-
sued under this chapter
are generally binding in
nature. In this context, it
is critical to note that
Resolution 2728 was not

VIL, but immediately after
Article 24 in that part of
the Charter which deals
with the functions and
powers of the Sccurity
Council. If Article 25 had
reference solely to deci-
sions of the Security
Council concerning en-
forcement action under
Articles 41 and 42 of the
Charter.

It must first be
emphasised that the
resolution itselflimits the
ceasefireto the month of
Ramazan, which s likely
to end around April 10,
Thus, even were Israel to
immediately comply and
cease hostilities, this
would only yield a
fortnight’s reprieve for
Gazans before the likely

Amidst the current
devastating scenario in
the province,
Balochistan’s political
and intellectual spheres
are sharply divided.
Supporters of the latter
viewpoint draw upon
global examples of suc-
cessful development
strategies, particularly
the establishment of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in various na-
tions.

Learning from glo-
bal case studies, the po-
tential of Balochistan as
aresource-rich province
with vast ecological and
topographic diversity,
coupled with its strate-
gic location, warrants a
paradigm shift towards
infrastructure develop-
ment and economic
growth. Itis evident that
uplifting the economic
status of the populace
will pave the way for the

ployment

butalso incentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering urbanization.

the largest I
and the longest coast-
line spanning 770 kilome-
ters. Despite its un-
tapped wealth in various ~ This industrial growth at
mineral re- the ts Tevel will
mains underdeveloped. facilitate the much-
Its diverse ecological needed trickle-down ef-
and topographic zones fect, addressing the
allow for the experience Pressing needs of the
of different seasons si- populace.
multaneously, with in- The momentum for
habitants enjoying both expediting the establish-
the coldest and hottest ment of industries is be-
regions in the province ing further strengthened
within one division. by the concurrent devel-
Deng Xiaoping was opment of private hous-
impressed by the unbe- ing schemes announced
lievable emergence of and currently under con-
development in struction by the real es-
Singapore quots tate dealers. These initia-
that when v tives will compel the
Kuan and asked how I working class to seek
can make China as improved living stan-
Singapore and his re- dards, thereby enhanc-
sponse was to establish ing the overall quality of
the SEZs and affirmed life in Balochistan.

the existing SEZs areas
as new cities presents a
viable solution. The de-
velopment of these
SEZs into fully func-
tional urban centers with
basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
climatic disasters such
as carthquakes, floods,
and droughts, as wit-
nessed in areas like
Ziarat, the Green Belt,
Gider (Kalat), and Pishin.

Transforming SEZs
into new cities not only
addresses the challenge
of scattered population
but also provides a stra-
tegic opportunity to spur
economic growth and

e kg Urb = Balochistan. I acilat
thousand SEZs in Chi . " alochistan. It facilitates
O e province’sstra.  tON Promotion  urbanization, enhances
tegic location grants it and establish- aCfces‘s tonfervmeds and
access to two interna- Infrastructure, and con-
tional borders with Iran €Nt Of NEW  tributes to stability and
and Afghanistan. Its rich cities security in the region.

Therefore, prioritizing

dd i the the d 1 of
challenge of scattered ~these SEZ into new ur-
population ban hubs can be a game-

resources, including
minerals, natural gas,
agriculture, livestock,
forests, and fisheries,

offor a solid foundation, Balochistan is para- changer for
for intensifying the em- mount to ensure effec-  Balochistan’s sustain-
phasis on Special Eco. tive socialand infrastruc-  able  development

garner support from
higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges
by not providing an en-
abling environment for
these officials.

To address these is-
sues, it is imperative to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

These individuals
should possess local
knowledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au-
thorities within the gov-
ernment. This approach
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clout and influence to
drive  meaningful
progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles
effectively.

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming  of
Balochistan at the na-
tional level.

Balochistan’s Struggle Against Child Marriage

Chandni Kakar:

Iibillaimmg to putan
end to child marriage in
Balochistan, Pakistan’s
largest province, has
been lingering for sev-
eral years. Currently,
the province still ad-
heres to a law dating
back to 1929, where
the legal marriage age
for boys is 18 and for
girls is 16. However,
the penalties for break-
ing this law are mini-
mal. Nonetheless, pub-
lic sentiment is shifting
due to efforts to curb
early marriages in other
provinces like Sindh.
n incident in
Balochistan highlighted
the challenges in pre-
venting child mar-
riages. Police were ap-
prehensive, deploying a
significant force when
attempting to intervene.
Upon entering a house
where a wedding was
underway, the women
were initially alarmed
by the presence of the
police, but their fears
subsided when activ-
ists, including Hamida

Hindered by Lack of Legislation

court had directed the
Balochistan govern-
ment to submit the leg-
islation in this regard
and its draft before the
next appearance.

Then on March
21, 2023, Federal
Shariat Court Chief
Justice Dr. Syed
Muhammad Anwar and
Justice Khadim
Hussain Sheikh heard
the Sumoto case, in
which the court took
notice of the marriage
of a five-year-old girl in
Khuzdar district of
Balochistan.

During the hear-
ing, the government of-
ficials submitted a re-
port in the court that
Balochistan has drafted
a bill under ‘The
Balochistan Child Mar-
riage Probation Act
2021, which will soon
be presented to the
cabinet and passed in
the Balochistan Assem-
bly after getting its ap-
proval. will be submit-
ted for.”

Nasir Baloch, an
official from the social

ing initial opposition,
they convinced the po-
lice to raid the cer-
emony.

Upon entering the
wedding venue, they
encountered resistance
from the women
present.

However, they
managed to speak with
the young bride and
confirmed that she was
underage, despite her
initial claim of being 18.

The police were in-
structed to take the girl
to the station, but
Hamida and her team
insisted on detaining the
groom as well. Despite
legal hurdles and the
groom’s subsequent re-
lease on bail, the inci-
dent served as a deter-
rent against further at-
tempts at child mar-
riage.

Legal status of
child marriage issue

The Federal Shariat
Court Islamabad took
suo motu notice of an
incident of child mar-
riage on 21 November
2022. On which the

Noor,
them.
Hamida Noor, a
prominent advocate for
women’s rights, re-
counted her involve-
ment in thwarting a
child marriage attempt.
Despite the risk of re-
sistance  from the
houschold and the com-
munity, Hamida and her
team pressed forward.
Hamida explained
that in 2019, amidst
their work on domes-
tic violence cases, they
received a call report-
ing a planned underage
marriage in the Kali
Qambrani area of
Quetta. After confirm-
ing the information,
they approached the
police and decided to
take action despite
warnings about poten-
tial resistance in the
tribal arca.
Accompanied by a
female lawyer and an-
other activist, they ap-
proached the local po-
lice station and con-
firmed the ongoing
wedding. Despite fac-

approached

welfare agency of
Balochistan, confirmed
the submission of the
bill to the court.
Bahram Lahri, an advo-
cate against child mar-
riage, emphasized the
urgency of addressing
the issue, citing its det-
rimental impact on ma-
ternal and child health.
Bahram recounted
the collaborative effort
involved in drafting the
bill, which sets the le-
gal marriage age at 18
for both boys and girls
and imposes stricter
penalties for violations.
He highlighted the in-
clusion of provisions
empowering the police
to intervene and stop
child marriages.
Despite the chal-
lenges, including resis-
tance from traditional
laws and societal
norms, activists like
Hamida Noor and
Bahram Lahri remain
committed to ending
child marriage in
Balochistan through le-
gal reforms and com-
munity engagement.

Materialistic

By Ghulam Shabbir:

£IIIS

civilisation, which has
attained for man unprec-
edented power,
progress, and prosper-
ity, has an inherent de-
sign faultthat inexorably
leads to crisis after crisis
since it is itself a prod-
uct of violent reaction
against revelation.
Whether we agree
or disagree with the in-
tellectual foundations,
norms, secular ethics
and values of this mod-
weallare
sharing and are destined
to share its ultimate cri-
sis just as we are shar-
ing its fruits. When
Descartes’ declaration
that “reason can stand
on its own” became the
leitmotif of European

pabilitics. With religion
reduced to a relic of the
past, the advent of can-
nibalistic capitalism — ie,
the emergence of corrupt
socioeconomic struc-
tures with laissez-faire
morality — was a fore-
gone  conclusion.
Equipped with the faculty
of creative knowledge
man was destined to
master the laws and
forces of nature. But mas-
tering that ‘mastery’
which comes into the
purview ofrevelation was
beyond his ken. What
could religion do to rein
in man’s lust for power
and self-
aggand;semenﬂAsmdy
of civilisations shows
that shorn of morality,
man could be the most
dangerous species on

civilisation, pure reason
edged out religion.
Thus, this Enlighten-
ment movement trig-
gered the Scientific
Revolution, whose per-
sistent dynamic impulse
brought about the In-
dustrial Revolution. Na-
scent capitalism facili-
tated this revolution for
its own advantage and
helped spread material-
ism that might be termed
both aboon and bane of
Western modernity. On
the one hand, it brought
unpreced: power
and prosperity to hu-
‘manity, and on the other
hand it deprived man of
his moral anchor. Now,
the hubris of modern
man was about to un-
leash a mix of construc-
tive and destructive ca-

modern

carth. His self-destruc-
tive genius puts the sur-
vival ofthe world and life
in it at stake. Life on
carth has witnessed ex-
tinction five times, the
fifth time about 60 mil-
lion years ago. Now we
must consider of what
consequence terribly ex-
cessive carbon emis-
sions and destructive
nuclear arsenals are and
what havoc they are
about to wreak on our
planct. Noam Chomsky
says: “Nuclear arsenals
and climate change are
an ample testimony to
the fact that man is an
evolutionary error.” His
remark echoes a striking
similarity with the divine

at the time of

metaphysics

Westphalia, which alien-
ated religion from the

sition of man”:

heavens and the carth o
and/ or ccological disas-

and the mountains, and
they declined to bear it
and feared it; but man

have wrought due to his
unbridled acquisitive-

cal
ernman has rendered his
vision myopicand priori-
ties so warped and dis-
torted that rudderless in
the sea of unquenchable
desires, he is probing in
the dark. Man is zeroing
in on Mars while the af-
fairs of the earth are be-
coming ever more com-
plicated and danger-
ously intractable. Pure
intellect has success-
fully defeated the moral
purpose of life, turning
modern

[undertook to] bear it.
Indeed, he was unjust
and ignorant” (33:72).
Shorn of morality, man
could be the most dan-
gerous species. This
“Trust” is bestowal of
faculty of reason and
volition on man to estab-
lish a just moral social
world order. The Quran
invites people of the
book, ie, Jews and Chris-
tians (3:64) to share this
rcspcnslblllty chcc

today we are “reaping”

what was laid down in

tures ba--sed on materi-
alistic metaphysics.
The Quran offers
man a complete
pro--gramme for self-
re-ctitude which is
su--fficient to save our
civilisation. The plight of
man at the advent of Is-
lam, as portrayed in vivid
imagery in the Quran,
was highlighted thus:
“Corruption has ap-
peared on land and in
the seaas an outcome of
what men’s hands have

creation. “Indeed, we
offered the Trust to the

the intellectual founda- endeavoursand achieve- wrought” (30:41)

tions of the European ments into Nuclear arsenals
Christian ’s monster. and climate challenges

Reformation Movement  So, be it the rapid dete- are the outcome of what

and Peace of rioration and decompo- modern man’s hands

socioeconomic and po- ters, both are the out- ness, self-
litical spheres. The ethi- come of the corrupt aggrandlscmcntund mlhr
of mod- i ic struc- tar C I and

epistemological hege-
‘monies, with corrupt so-
cioeconomic structures
their main props. The
panacea for all these
maladies lies in the re-
turn of religion to socio-
economic and political
affairs of the globe.

At the time of cre-
ation, God set a chal-
lenge to man that the
equality whichall people
share in the eyes of God
should reflect in the s
cioeconomic and poli
cal order. Failure to live
up to the challenge is not
only of Muslims; it is, in
fact, the failure of entire
‘mankind.
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Students not satisfied with govt’s measures

for their evacuation from Kyrgyzstan: PTI

PESHAWAR (INP):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-

has normalized. He

added that 14
people, including some
Pakistanis, have re-
ceived fii lald, with
one Pakistani currently
undergoing treatment.
The Kyrgyz President
is

Adam University. Stu- Deputy Foreign Minis-
dents, including Adel, ter of Kyrgyzstan as-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Talha, Komal Gilani, sured that the situation
Barrister Gohar Ali  Abdul Hai, AmirAfzal, isunder control and le-
Khan has voiced con- and Shahzeb, co galacuonwlll belaken
cerns over the safety veyed their distress against the attac
of Pakistani students and the challenges Following dll‘L
in they face duringa tives from Foreign
Zoom meeting with Minister Ishaq Dar,
Khan. Pakistani Ambassador
Khan emphasized to Kyrgyzstan Hasan
the urgent need for Zaigham met with the
government interven- Deputy Foreign Minis-
tion, statingthat the stu- ~ ter to discuss the
dents are dissatisfied concerns of Paki-
with the current pro- stani students and their
tection measures. He families.
appealed for The Deputy For-
immediate action eign Minister reported
to ensure the safety thatthelocal policeare
and swift evacuationof  providing full security
these students. to all hostels and that
Meanwhile, lhcmtudtmn in Bishkek

Kyrgyzstan, urg-
ing the government to
expedite their evacu-
ation amidst a deterio-
rating public order
situation.

In a statement on
X, Khan highlighted
the plight of over 100
students from institu-
tions such as the In-
ternational Medical
University, Asian
Medical

Institute,

reportedly over-
seeing the matter
closely to ensure jus-
tice is served. Paki-
stani Ambassador
Zaigham emphasized
the need for the
Kyrgyz government to
prioritize the safety of
Pakistani citizens, rein-
forcing the call for
stringent protective
measures for the stu-
dents.

and the

HYDERABAD: Leader PTI Firdous Shamim Naqyvi addressing a press conference HPC.

Body of second missing Mongolian climber

found on Everest

(27,560 feet).

Sherpa said that
two men were climb-
ing without guides and
that their walkie-talkie
had been found in their
tent.

Nepal’s tourism
department said in a
statement on Tuesday
that another team had
spotted the pair “head-
ing towards Everest’s
summit” on Monday
morning.

Hundreds  of
climbers have flocked
to Nepal — home to
eight ofthe world’s 14
highest peaks — for
summits in the spring
climbing season when
temperatures  are
warmer and winds are
typically calm.

Nepal has issued
more than 900 permits
for its mountains this

KATHMANDU
(INP):  Rescuers
found the body of a
second Mongolian
climber who went
missing on Mount
Everest, expedition
organisers said Sun-
day, confirming the
second fatality on the
world’s highest peak
this mountaincering
season.
Usukhjargal
Tsedendamba, 53, and
Purevsuren
Lkhagvajav, 31, were
last in contact Sunday
evening from Camp
4, which is situated
less than a kilometre
(0.6 miles) below the
summit.
Tsedendamba’s
body was found
around an altitude of
8,600 metres (28,215
feet) on Friday morn-

ing after days of
search and rescue op-
erations that had been
hampered by bad
weather.

“The second body
was also found on Fri-
day, but needed verifi-
cation. We confirmed
it was him yesterday,”
Pemba Sherpa of 8k
Expeditions, which
organised the duo’s
climbing permits and
base camp stay, told a
foreign news agency.

“We are trying to
bring the bodies
down.”

Four guides had
been sent for their
search and rescue.

Lkhagvajav’s
body was found near
an area called the bal-
cony, a small platform
at an elevation of
around 8,400 metres

year, including 419 for
Everest, carning more
than $5 million in roy-
alties.

Around 80 climb-
ers have already
reached the 8,849-
metre (29,032-foot)
summit of Everest af-
ter a rope-fixing team
reached the peak last
month.

Two  climbers
have died on nearby
Makalu, the world’s
fifth-highest peak, this
year.

French climber
Johnny Saliba, 60, died
atan altitude of 8,120
metres (26,640 feet)
duringhis summit push
last week.

A 53-year-old
Nepali guide died on
the same peak last
week while descend-
ing from the summit.

[MIANWALI: President Asif Ali Zardari offering Fateha during his visitto the family home of Shaheed
[Major Babar Khan.

Bishkek situation normal; political party

misrepresenting incident: Tarar

LAHORE (INP): Fed- that when the incident dor to Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek has been
eral Minister forInfor- had occurred, the Hasan Ali Zaigham, compiled, and com-
mation, Broadcasting, Prime Minister’s Of- who confirmed thatno plete cooperation is
National Heritage,and fice and the Foreign Pakistanistudentdied, being provided to
Culture Atta ullah Office immediately or any female student those who wish to re-
Tarar has said that a took action, and the was assaulted. turn to Pakistan.

political party is mis- government promptly The incident was He added that
representing  the activated an emer- misrepresented, and some students do not
Kyrgyzstan incident. gency response cell at parents were misled want to return due to
He said that the situa- the Foreign Ministry.  into believing their the disruption of their
tion in Bishkek has re- The Prime Minis- daughters were as- studies, but if anyone
turned to normal, and ter and the Foreign saulted,and theirsons wishes to return, they
those spreading fake Minister have been had dled whlch is should register them-

images of casualties ly monitor- highly selves.

should fear Allah. ing the situation mo- he added. He mentioned
Addressing a ment by moment for He urged those that special arrange-

press conference here the past two days. engaging in political ments have been

on Sunday, he said that
no Pakistani student
had died in Bishkek;

made for the return of
students living with
their families in

Currently, six Pakistani
students are receiving
treatment in three dif-

pointscoring to fear
Allah.

The Federal Min-

the incident was ferent hospitals, he ister said that Bishkek, and the gov-
misreported, and any added. Kyrgyzstan’s Foreign ernment will bear all
condemnation was in- The Federal Min- Ministry shared a pic- the expenses of their

return. The Federal
Minister said he has
personally been in con-
tact with the students,
and the ambassador is
in continuous contact
with them.

The entire govemn-
ment machinery is tak-

sufficient.

He stated that
when a clash had oc-
curred between two
student groups in
Bishkek, Pakistani stu-
dents got caught up in
the conflict, although
they were not the tar-

ister said that propa-
ganda was launched
by a political party,
where a photo of a
Bangladeshi student
was used to depict a
Pakistani student.

He mentioned
that the Prime Minis-
get. ter had spoken to ing this matter seri-

He Pakistan’s Ambassa- ously, he maintained.

Deputy PM assures support for victims of Bishkek

incident, dismisses false propaganda

LAHORE  (INP): onsocial media, which currently receiving Force flight is also ar-
Deputy Prime Minis- is disgusting,” said treatmentin three dif- ranged to bring stu-
ter and Foreign Min- ferent hospitals. dents back from
ister Ishaq Dar ex- He underscored Bishkek.
pressed his regret over the strong fraternal re- Interior Minister
the unfortunate inci- lations with Mohsin Naqvi will per-
dent in Bishkek, em- a Kyrgyzstan, L,Tnph‘mz— sonally welcome these
phasizing that the gov- ing that the incident students,” he stated.
ernment stands firmly was not targeted He also touched
with the victims during against Pakistan. upon Pakistan’s inter-
this challenging time. “The situation is now national standing, not-
At a press con- normal, with Kyrgyz ing, “Pakistan was iso-
ference held on Sun- students visiting the lated on the interna-
day, alongside Federal injured as a gesture of  tional stage duringthe
Minister for Informa- goodwill. Security has  previous era, but under

ture showing students
fromboth countries sit-
ting together.
Attaullah Tarar
emphasized that the
protection of every
Pakistani is the state’s
foremost responsibility.
He stated that the
data of Pakistani stu-

mentioned dents residing in

ar.
He clarified that
misleading informa-
tion,  such  as
mla]dbu]m
Bangladeshi student s
picture as Pakistani, is
being propagated. He
dismissed claims of
assault against a fe-
male student as un-
founded, citing confir-
mation from the

Most parts of country to remain in grip of
heatwave for next 10 days

ISLAMABAD DHA, Korangi and
(INP): The Met Of- Clifton.
fice on Sunday said The humidity level
that extreme heat in the air was recorded
would persist in Sindh, at 60 per cent, while
Punjab and the wind was blowing
Balochistan for the froma south-westerly
next 10 days as the direction at the speed
day temperatures of 60 kilometers per
would go up as highas hour.
51 degrees Celsius in Jawad Memon, a
some parts of these weatherman, said that
provinces. there
However, it said ‘would be a further
that there were increase in tempera-
chances of a drop in tures in the city in the
temperatures in the next few days.
first week of June. He further said
The Met Office that the high level of
informed that Dadu humidity in the air was
was the hottest place making people feel suf-
in the country Satur- focated.
day as the maximum The temperature
temperature in the city was recorded at 33
shot up to 48 degrees degrees Celsius in

Celsius, while it was 47
degrees Celsius in
Nawabshah, Sukkur,
Dera Ghazi Khan, 46
degrees Celsius in
Sibbi, 45 degrees Cel-
sius in
Hyderabad,
Sargodhaand Sahiwal,
44 degrees Celsius in
Multan and Faisalabad,
42 degrees Celsius in
Turbat and Nokundi
and 40.2 degrees Cel-
sius in Karachi.

It was hot and suf-
focating in Karachi in
the morning as the Met
Office said that the day
temperature would
rise to 40 degrees Cel-
sius in the afternoon,
while to 45 and 46 de-
grees Celsius in locali-
ties of the city like the

Lahore in the moming,
while the Met Office
said that it would shoot
up to 43 degrees Cel-
sius later in the day.
The level of mois-
ture in the air stood at
38 per cent, the office

g

It forecast ex-
tremely hot and dry
weather for the city
and other parts of
Punjab during the next
24 hours, while further
increase in tempera-
tures in the coming
days.

Onthe otherhand,
doctors advised people
to take precautionary
measures to prevent
themselves from fall-
ing sick due to expo-
sure to the sun.

KARACHI: Vilionters distributing water to the Passengers during a hot day in the city near the|
[Numaish Chowrangi.

tionand B been heightened in ang Minister
Attaullah Tarar and Kyrgyzstan as a pre- Shehbaz
Federal Minister for caution,” he added. Sharif’s strategy, the
Kashmir and Gilgit- Due to the inci- country’s global image
Baltistan  Affairs dent, a planned visit has been restored, and
Ameer Mugam, Dar was canceled at the diplomatic relations
reassured that medical request of the Kyrgyz have improved.” He
treatment for injured government, the min-  emphasized the impor-
Pakistani students is a ister said. Instead, he  tance of increasing the
top priority. added that two offic- number of medical in-

He confirmed ers from the Ministry stitutions in the coun-
that all students are of Foreign Affairs try. Federal Minister
safe and stated that were dispatched to Ameer Mugam af-
the incident stemmed Bishkek. He assured firmed the
froma misunderstand- that continuous con- govemment’s ongoing
ing, with false infor- tactis maintained with contact with Kyrgyz
mation being circu- the students and their authorities since the
lated on social media parents through the incident occurred. “It

Kyrgyz government.
A o the

immediate response by
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, stating, “An
emergency unit was
activated right after
the incident. Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif and
the entire government
machinery are closely
monitoring the situa-
tion.” He mentioned
that despite the
Kyrgyz ambassador
being on leave, his
deputy provndcd de-

for political purposes.  tailed information on embassy. is crucial to set aside
“The Bishkek in- Saturday, ensuring full “We have facili- emotions and focus on
cident was due to a communication be- tated the return of 130 the facts. The educa-

tion of students in
Kyrgyzstan benefits
both countries, and the
government is provid-
ing comprehensive
support to the vic-
tims,” he concluded.

Pakistani students so
far, with over 50 more
registered to return to-
day. Additionally, 540
students will returnon
commercial flights,
and a Pakistan Air

misunderstanding, and
various nationalities
including Pakistani, In-
dian, Bangladeshi, and
Arab students were
affected. False re-
ports are being spread

China invested in Pakistan in difficult
times: Ahsan Igbal

18 hours of power short-
ages and frequent sui-
cide bombings at that
time they decided to
come to Pakistan and
support Pakistan,” he
stated in an interview
with VOA.

tween the govern-
ments. The Deputy
Prime Minister re-
vealed that six Paki-
stani students were
among the sixteen in-
Jjured foreign students,

ter maintained that when
you were fighting terror-
ism, theterrorists always
tried to find away some-
where. Ahsan Iqbal said
that the Chinese govern-
ment had made it very
clear that such cowardly
incidents would not de-
ter them from pursuing
CPEC. The minister fur-
ther informed that Paki-
stan was not opposed to
Afghanistan’s inclusion
in a Chinese-funded
mega-development
project, but would like
Beijing to persuade
Kabul to crack down on
terrorist groups operat-
ing on its soil.

vestors and Chinese
government has in this
government,” he said
adding that “China con-
siders Pakistan as a stra-
tegic friend and has con-
fidence in Pakistan,”.

Regading the secu-
tity of the Chinese na-
tionals, theminister reaf-
firmed the govemment’s
commitment for ensuring
security of Chinese na-
tionals and said that a
special security unit as
wellas local law enforce-
ment were tasked with
ensuring their safety.

To another question
regarding issues of se-
curity threats, the minis-

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister for Planning
Development and Spe-
cial Initiatives Professor
Ahsan Igbal has said
that China invested in
Pakistan under China-
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) project
when the country was
passing through  diffi-
cult times, which helped
to turnaround the local
economy and put it on
the sustainable growth
and development trajec-

This shows they
have trust and confi-
dence in Pakistan, he
said adding that recent
bullish performance of
the country’s stock ex-
change showed that the
local investors had full
confidence in the direc-
tion the govemment was
following. “I think it is
the same sense of confi-
dence that Chinese in-

tory.

“When China de-
cided to invest $25 bil-
lion in Pakistan, this is
[in] 2013, when we had
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PDMA issues alert regarding three
consecutive heat-waves

LAHORE (INP): The Punjab

Disaster Management Author-
ity (PDMA) has issued analert
regarding three consecutive
heatwaves, raising concerns
about potentially record-break-
ing temperatures in several cit-
ies, including Lahore.

The PDMA Punjab has
wamed of temperatures soar-
ingup to 47 degrees this month,
with Lahore facing the possi-
bility of shattering heatwave
records. The spokesperson of
PDMA emphasized the severe
risk of heatwave in major cit-
ies and plains of Punjab from
May 21 to 27, promptingalerts
to district administrations.

Stringent measures have
been advised, with strict legal
action threatened against those
violating heatwave guidelines.
Authorities are urged to ensure
the availability of clean water
in public spaces and to provide
first aid for heatstroke-related

emergencies in hospitals and
mobile health units.

Irfan Ali Kathia, in charge
of PDMA, has issued direc-
tives for citizens to take pre-
cautions, such as avoiding out-
door activities during peak heat
hours, wearing light-colored
clothing, and staying hydrated.
Special attention is urged for
children and the elderly, with
unnecessary travel advised
against.

Meteorologists  have
warned of an unprecedented
and potentially catastrophic
heatwave set to engulf Paki-
stan. The National Disaster
Management  Authority
(NDMA) has identified areas
at high risk, including Umarkot,
Tharparkar,

Tindwalayar, Matiari, and
Sanghar in Sindh, as well as
Bahawalpur and Rahimyar
Khan in Punjab.

The first heatwave spell,

expected to last 2 to 3 days,
posesa threat to these regions.
A second heatwave, forecasted
for late May or early June,
could see temperatures soar-
ing to 45 degrees for 4 to 5
days. A third heatwave is pro-
jected for the first 10 days of
June, impacting Tharparkar,
Umarkot, Sanghar, Badin, and
Khairpur.

The  Meteorological
Department's advisory indi-
cates a significant rise in tem-
peratures from May 21, with
extreme heatwaves expected
from May 23 to 27. Above-
normal temperatures are antici-
pated in Islamabad, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir, Gilgit-
Baltistan, and Balochistan dur-
ing this period.

Citizens are urged to stay
informed through various me-
dia channels and take neces-
sary precautions to combat the

[LAHORE: Governor of Fl‘l‘njab Sardar Saleem Haider calls on Prime Minister]
[Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Finance Minister updated on banking sector’s

KARACH.[ (INP): Paklslan
Banks’ 'BA) held

onslaught.

LAHORE: Deputy PM of Pakistan and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ishag Dar, Federal Minister Attaullah
Tarar and Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs, Ameer Mugam holding a press conference.

APHC pays tributes to Mirwaiz Molvi Farooq,
Khwaja Ghani Lone & Hawal martyrs

SRINAGAR (INP): The All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
has paid glowing tributes to
prominent Kashmiri leaders,
Mirwaiz Molvi Muhammad
Farooq, Khawaja

Abdul Ghani Lone and the
martyrs of Hawal on the eve
of their martyrdom anniversa-
ries in Indian 1llega.lly occupied
Jammu and Kashmi

According to Kashmlr
Media Service, Mirwaiz Molvi
Muhammad Farooq was shot
dead by unidentified gunmen at
his residence in Srinagar on2 st
May in 1990. On the same day,
seventy mourners were killed
when Indian troops opened in-
discriminate fire on his funeral
procession in Hawal area of
Srinagar. Twelve years

later on May 21 in 2002,
Khawaja Abdul Ghani Lone
was martyred by unknown at-
tackers when he was return-
ing after addressing a gather-
ing at the Martyrs” Graveyard
in Srma;,ar

APH(

Shaheed Khawaja Abdul
Lone, said these leaders” path
of seeking peaceful resolution
of the Kashmir dispute in ac-
cordance with the wishes of its
people is the way forward and
also the way to peace and
prosperity for the region. He
said hegemonic authority, use
of force or intimidation of
people, only complicate the
contlict further.

He said the sufferings of
the people and the sacrifices
rendered by them in quest of
the resolution of the Kashmir
dispute constantly remind
Kashmiris that the conflict has
to be resolved and the
Kashmiris’ sentiment honored.
“Imprisonment and incarcera-
tion cannot change that real-
ity. We will continue to pursue
that goal and the path shown
by our dear leaders,” he main-
tained. The APHC spokesman
deplored that through the use
of extreme force and intimida-

tion, the Indian authorities had
: leto b

cate Abdul Rashid Mmhas ina
statement in Srinagar, paying
homage to Shaheed Mirwaiz
Molvi Mok d Farooq and

g
5

a
on any form of individual or
collective expression by people
or the leadership, giving no
space and no scope for it.

He said the best way to
pay homage to the Kashmiri
martyrs, including Mirwaiz
Molvi Umar Farooq, Khawaja
‘Abdul Ghani Lone and martyrs
of Hawal on their anniversa-
ries, is to carry forward the
ongoing freedomstruggle till it
reaches its logical conclusion.
He said the BJP-led Indian re-
gime cannot suppress the
Kashmiri people’s urge for
freedom through brutal tactics.
Meanwhile, programs will be
observed in IIOJK and AJK
Pakistan on Tuesday, May 21,
to mark the martyrdom anni-
versaries of prominent libera-
tion leaders, Mirwaiz Molvi
Mohammad Farooq and
Khawaja Abdul Ghani Lone
and martyrs of Hawal.

The APHC-AJK
Convenor, Mehmood Ahmed
Saghar, in a statement in
Islamabad, while paying trib-
utes to Mirwaiz Molvi Faroog,
Khawaja Abdul Ghani Lone
and victims of Hawal massa-
cre, said the blood of Kashmiri
martyrs will not be allowed to
go waste and the ongoing free-
dommovement will be contin-
ued till complete success.

Khawaja Asif hails CM Maryam for taking

SIALKOT (INP): Defence Minis-
ter Khawaja Asif on Sunday
hailed Punjab Chief Maryam
Nawaz for taking steps to meet
modern needs in line with provid-
ing health facilities to the masscs.
Addressing the inauguration
ceremony of the Clinics on
Wheels' project here, Asif said,
"The mobile clinics [also known
as clinics on wheels] will bring a
pleasant change in daily life.
These clinics will provide eye spe-
cialists and offer mammography
services for women," he added.
Lavishing his praise on CM
Maryam, Asif said, "Her [CM
Maryam] efforts will bring
healthcare facilities right to

people’s doorsteps.”

— Maryam Nawaz rolls out
‘Clinics on Wheels' project —

Few days back, CM Maryam
rolled out the "Clinics on Wheels"
project.

Addressing an event in
Lahore, CM Maryam stated: "The
initiatives taken by Nawaz Sharif
and Shehbaz were sabotaged by
the previous government. It takes
up to three months to organise
the new government."

"It is Nawaz Sharif who gets
pleased with the launch of every
project,” she added.

Speaking about the "Clinics
on Wheels" projects, CM Maryam
said: "It is not about the vehicle

ISLAMABAD: Senator Abbas Afridi addressmg a press conference at NPC.

steps to meet modern needs

but the entire clinic, which will
reach outside the doorsteps of the
masses." She maintained: "The
vehicle will be available in the un-
derprivileged areas for six days,
from 9:00am to 3:00 pm. The preg-
nant women will be given com-
plete facilities in the ambulance."
‘M Maryam vowed to in-
crease the doctors and paramedic
ff. "Now doctors from every
district will be given priority in
terms of recruitment,” she said.
We are rolling out cardiology
centres in eight districts, includ-
ing Mianwali, Sialkot, Jehtum, and
Layyah. "I would like to ask the
health secretary to roll out the free
insulin project,” she said.

a meeting with lhe Federal
Minister for Finance & Rev-
enue, Muhammad Aurangzeb.
The meeting focused on
enhancing support by the
banks for the three key sec-
tors of Agriculture, Small and
Medium Enterprises (SMEs),
and Digital & Technology in
Pakistan. The discussion un-
derlined the banking sector's
commitment to fostering finan-
cial inclusion in the Country.

Federal Minister men-
tioned at the outset that the idea
of this exercise shall be to en-
courage the entire sector to
contribute towards these prior-
ity sectors as per their size and
unique offerings & strengths.
‘While there will be no “directed
lending”; however, there shall
be voluntary targets to be set
between the banks and the
regulator to share the respon-
sibility to contribute towards
these critical sectors. He ex-
pects the banks to step up and
continue to work with the Gov-
emnment in the revival and the
growth of the economy.

During the session, PBA
Chairman Zafar Masud, along
with the Steering Committee
members on these initiatives,
including Vice Chairman PBA,
Ahmed Bozai, CEO & SG
PBA, Muneer Kamal, Execu-
tive Director (Financial Inclu-
sion Group) State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP), Syed Irfan Ali,
and President & CEO Meezan
Bank, Irfan Siddiqui, presented
acomprehensive set of recom-
mendations aimed at promot-
ing growth and sustainability in
these vital sectors.

The proposals were devel-
oped in close consultation with
SBP to ensure they effectively
address the unique challenges

and highlight the opportunities
within each sector.

The key recommendations
in the agriculture sector in-
cluded, among other steps, re-
structuring crop loan insurance
schemes to integrate crop yield
factors, revitalizing agricultural
cooperative banks and upgrad-
ing provincial agricultural co-
operative legislations to facili-
tate the creation of agricultural

strategic initiatives in priority sectors

ment gateways.
It was also proposed to
enhance foreign remittance
flows via specially developed
online portals for overseas
Pakistanis. It was emphasized
that the banks be allowed to
offer products and services in
technology space, currently
only used for their own opera-
tions, to the outside world to
haméss export ﬂows
The

P lending

The ions also

lated to d

included exploring technology-
driven solutions to facilitate the
distribution of targeted subsi-
dies through banks, particularly
to the subsistence-level farm-
ers, similar to BISP, to promote
much-needed financial inclu-
sion.

Similarly, it was resolved
in the meeting that banks get
actively involved in providing
financial and management sup-
port to entities such as the
Small and Medium Enterprises
Development — Authority
(SMEDA) and National Credit
Guarantee Company Limited
(NCGCL).

The Minister was apprised
that PBA and SBP are actively
engaged to revising SME Pru-
dential Regulations, enhancing
clean financing limits, and re-
viewing regulatory retail port-
folio limits to facilitate SME
financing. The Minister was
informed that PBA is contem-
plating to establish "SME and
Agriculture Index" to target the
customers currently outside
the documented economy
while also enhancing credit
risk management.

On the Digital & Technol-
ogy front, PBA recommended
facilitatingretail foreign invest-
ment through digital micro
sukuks/infra bonds and inte-
grating freelancers into pay-
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LAHORE: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi visiting

economy through the use of
technology were also dis-
cussed, and outlined the role
that the banks will play in fur-
thering Government’s efforts
in this respect.

The Minister commended
PBA’s Steering Committee,
and the respective Task Forces
forthe three identified priority
sector, for their thorough
analysis and valuable recom-
mendations. He highlighted the
crucial role of the banking
community in drivingeconomic
growth. He stressed upon the
banks to enhance their efforts
in supporting these priority sec-
tors to foster economic devel-
opment and prosperity.

The Minister consented on
the governance structure for
the implementation of the pro-
posed recommendations by
PBA, jointly with SBP and the
Ministry of Finance & Rev-
enue, spearheaded by him and
the Governor SBP.

“PBAand its members are
fully committed to working
closely with the Ministry of Fi-
nance and the SBP to imple-
ment these recommendations
and ensuring effective contri-
bution of the banking sector to
Pakistan's economic prosper-
ity." Commented Zafar Masud,
Chairman — PBA at the end of
the meeting.

|
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Sindh CM reviews progress on 7
mega projects

KARACHI (INP): Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad AliShah on
Sunday paid visit to seven differ-
ent under-construction projects,
reviewed its progress and re-
moved bottlenecks causing de-
lays in the completion of Malir
Expressway and Karimabad Un-
derpass.

The CM expressed his dis-
pleasure over the shifting of K-
Electric and Sui Gas Company’s
installations, which have caused
a delay in the completion of the
Malir Expressway.

He suspended SHO Korangi
for his failure to stop dumping
debris and garbage along Korangi
Causeway and directed SSP
Korangito personally monitor the
area where different projects Malir
Expressway, New Jam Sadiq
Bridge and Korangi Causeway
Bridge were being constructed.

The CM was accompanied by
provincial ministers Sharjeel Inam
Memon, Syed Nasir Shah, Saced
Ghani and Mayor Karachi
Murtaza Wahab.

Chairman of P&D Najam
Shah, Commissioner Karachi
Hassan Naqvi, Secretary Local
Govt Khalid Hyder Shah, Secre-
tary Transport Asad Zamin,
Project Director Malir Expressway
Niaz Soomro, PD Mega Projecis
Tariq Mughal and Engincer
Khalid Masroor bri the chief
minister during his visit to differ-
ent projects.

The CM was told that the
Malir Expressway project was
38.661 km starting from Jam Sadiq
Bridge to Kathore at M9 was
started on May 12, 2022 and its
completion period was 26 months.
It is a three-plus three (six-lane)
project and would have six inter-
changes.

To a question, Niaz Soomro
told the CM that the progress of
Mialir expressway segment-1 from
Korangi to Quaidabad has 70 per
cent physical progress while seg-
ment-II from Quaidabad to
Kathore has 30 per cent.

The CM expressed his dis-
pleasure when he was told that

the completion of Segment-I had
been delayed by three months due
to the shifting of utilities by K-
Electric and Sui Southern Gas
Company (SSGC

The reasons behind the de-
lay were stated to be that K-Elec-
tric has to shift its remaining four
installations for which it has al-
ready been paid. The K-Electric
has also to shift its High-Tension
Line (HTL) at Jam Sadiq so that
its connectivity with the Malir ex-
pressway could be made

e CM was also told that
the SSGC had to lower its three
Pressure lines at chainage, but
they were delaying the process,
therefore work on the project has
been delayed. The chief minister
expressed his displeasure on K-
Electric and SSGC and directed his
secretary to fix his meeting with
both companies at CM House at
the earliest.

The chief minister was told
that there were some encroach-
ment issues at the existing loop
of Quaidabad Interchange.




