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Balochistan: Nurturing Intellectual,
Political, and Cultural Growth

QUETTA: The recently
concluded Pakistan Literary
Festival in Quetta provided
a unique platform for dia-
logue, reflection, and explo-
ration.

Asthe Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, aptly stated, the chal-
lenges faced by the region—
education, health, and devel-
opment—stem from intemal
factors that demand our at-
tention.

Educatio

Struggle for Qual-
ity and Access

Balochistan’s educa-
tion sector faces significant
hurdles.

Despite substantial
budget allocations, the qual-
ity of education remains

Quetta Voice

subpar. Minister Rahila
Durrani highlighted the stark
discrepancy between the
number of schools built and
their maintenance. While
over 1.1 million students are
enrolled, nearly 3 million chik
dren remain out of school. A
coherent strategy is urgently
needed to bridge this gap
and ensure quality educa-
tion for all.
Intellectual Fo-
cus and National
Progress

Dr. Khalid Hafeez em-
phasized the critical link be-
tween educational focus and
national development. Hir-
ing unqualified educators
has compromised the qual-
ity of leamning.

Dr. Pirzada Qasim Raza

Special Report:

Siddiqui called fora compre-
hensive overhaul of the
education system, empha-
sizing knowledge over fi-
nancial gains.

Dr. Ziaul Hasan
stressed the need for the
Higher Education Commis-
sion to prioritize research
alongside degree attain-
ment. Ghazi Salahuddin’s
enthusiasm for global cam-
puses underscores the im-
portance of diverse perspec-

logues underscored the
festival’s role as a cultural
and educational hub. Sadiga
Salahuddin rightly pointed
out that educational chal-
lenges are not unique to
Balochistan but affect all
provinces. The reliance on
donors for i im-

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi

confirmed dead in helicopter crash

NEWS DESK: Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi, a
hardliner long seen as a po-
tential successor to Supreme
Leader Ayatollah  Ali
Khamenei, was killed in a
helicopter crash in moun-
tainous terrain near the
Azerbaijan border, officials
and state media said on
Monday.

The charred wreckage
of the helicopter which
crashed on Sunday carrying
Raisi, Foreign Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian
andssix other passengers and
crew was found early on
Monday after an overnight
search in blizzard conditions.

Supreme  Leader
Khamenei, who holds ulti-
‘mate power with a final say
on foreign policy and Iran’s
nuclear programme, said
First  Vice President
Mohammad Mokhber would
take over as interim presi-
dent, the official IRNA news
agency reported.

“T announce five days
of public mourning and of-
fer my condolences to the
dear people of Iran,”
Khamenei said in a state-
ment. Mokhber, like Raisi, is
seen as close to Khamenei.

nder Iran’s constitu-
tion, a new presidential elec-
tion must be held within 50
days.

Footage from Iranian
state television showed
wreckage scattered on a
foggy hillside, while sepa-
rate images from IRNA
showed Red Crescent work-
ers carrying a covered body
on a stretcher. All those

aboard the helicopter were
Killed, a senior Iranian offi-
cial had earlier told Reuters.

Killed alongside Raisi
were FM Amirabdollahian,
known for his fierce anti-Is-
rael sentiment and scepticism
of the West, and seven oth-
ers, including the governor
of East Azerbaijan Province
and a senior imam from
Tabriz city. Deputy Foreign
Minister Ali Bagheri Kani
was appointed as acting for-
eign minister following the
death of Amirabdollahian,
IRNA said. A total of nine
people wereon board the ai
craft, according to Tasnim
news agency. Raisi's convoy
had included three helicop-
ters, and the other two had
“reached their destination
safely”, said the news

gency.
An Isracli official told
Reuters it was not involved
in the crash. “It wasn’t us,”
said the official, who re-
quested anonymity.

Iranian authorities first
raised the alarm on Sunday
afternoon when they lost
contact with Raisi’s helicop-
ter as it flew through a fog-

shrouded mountain area of
the Jolfa region of East
Azerbaijan province.

The helicopter went
downin the Varzegan region
north of Tabriz, IRNA re-
ported, as Raisi returned
from an official vis

R
Azerbaijani border to inau-
gurate the Qiz-Qalasi Dam, a
joint project. Azerbaijan’s
President Ilham Aliyev, who
said he had bid a “friendly
farewell” to Raisi earlier in
the day, also offered assis-
tance in the rescue.

State media reported
that images from the site
showed the US-made Bell
212 helicopter slammed into
a mountain peak, although
there was no official word on
the cause of the crash. An
Iranian official earlier told
Reuters that the helicopter
was completely burned in
the crash.

Rescue teams fought
blizzards and difficult terrain
through the night to reach
the wreckage in East
Azerbaijan province in the
carly hours of Monday.

provements calls for a na-
tional commitment to reform.

Conclusion: A
Brighter Future

tives and ideas.
Cultural Vibrancy
and Collaborative
Solutions
The Quetta Literary
Festival brought together
politicians, artists, poets,

and journalists.
Their insightful dia-

Balochistan’s intellec-
tual, political, and cultural
depth is rich and multifac-
eted. By addressing educa-
tion, fostering innovation,
and nurturing collaboration,
we can pave the way for a
brighter future—one where
Balochistan’s potential is
fully realized.

Journalists Protest Closure of Quetta Press
Club; Chief Minister Responds

Staff Reportes

QUETTA: In response
to the abrupt closure of the
Quetta Press Club, the jour-
nalist community in Quetta
staged a walk-out from the
Assembly session. The pro-
test concluded after Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, provided as-
surances to address their
concemns.

The unexpected
lockdown of the press club
deeply troubled the journal-
ists, prompting the protest.
A4-point charter of demands
was subsequently pre-
sented to the Chief Minister
by key journalist community
figures, including
Balochistan Union of Jour-
nalists (BUJ) President
Khalil Ahmed, General Sec-
retary Abdul Shakoor, Press
Club President Abdul Khaliq
Rind, and other senior jour-
nalists.

Action To Be
Taken Against
Responsible
Persons: CM
Bugti

Press Club President
Abdul Khaliq Rind empha-
sized the journalists® firm
stance, stating, “Until our
demands are accepted, the
protest will continue.” He
further noted that Chief Min-
ister Bugti assured action
against those responsible
for the press club’s closure.

Chief Minister Bugti ex-
pressed regret over the inci-
dent, describing the closure
as unintentional and unfor-
tunate. “The closure of the

press club is sad,” he re-
marked, recognizing the
press club’s vital role in so-
ciety. To address the issue,
the Chief Minister has e
tablished a committee to in-
vestigate the circumstances
ofthe lockdown and address
the journalists” concerns.
“We Believe In

Freedom Of The
Press”, CM
Bugti Assured

In his address to the

Balochistan Assembly, Chief |

Minister Bugtireaffirmed his
commitment toresolving the
issue, stating,

“Webelieve in the free-
dom of the press.”

He assured that mea-
sures would be taken to pre-
vent such incidents in the
future and thanked the jour-
nalists for ending their walk-
out.

BUJ President Khalil
Ahmed, while acknowledg-
ing the Chief Minister’s ef-
forts, indicated that the BUJ
and

the Press Club would
continue their nationwide
protest until all their de-
mands are fully met. He as-
serted that the BUJ would
not remain silent on the mat-
ter.

This development un-
derscores the ongoing dia-
logue between the govern-
ment and the press in
Balochistan,

highlighting the impor-
tance of press freedom and
lhc need for transparent

ommunication between
Joumahm and state officials.

CM Bugti Vows to End Job Sales in Edu-
cation Sector Amidst Recruitment Scandal

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Chief Minis-
ter Sarfaraz Bugti has
brought attention to the criti-
cal issue of stalled appoint-
ments in the education sec-
tor through the Sardar
Bahadur Khan Women Uni-
versity (SBK). Speaking in
the Assembly,

Bugti emphasized the
importance of discussing the
recruitment process for
these positions.

“There were large-scale
money transactions in the
SB recruitments, and I want
a thorough discussion on
this matter in the Assembly,™
stated Bugti.

He stressed that there

Bugti highlighted the
dire situation in
Balochistan’s education
sector, revealing that 12,000
schools are currently closed.
“Some are push-

an exemplary model that
could be emulated.

Reforms Imperative
To Improve Health

ing for rapid teacher recruit-
ment, but we must ensure
transparency and faimess in
the process.” he added. The
Chief Minister assured that
10 jobs would be sold, mai
taining the integrity of the re-
cruitment process.

In addition to address-
ing education, Bugti also
spoke about the healthcare
sector, pointing out the inef-
ficiencies and lack of facil
ties in government hospitals

And Educati
Sectors: CM Bugti

“We have strengthened
institutions by recruiting
more people, but we need to
ensure thatthese institutions
are delivering on their prom-
ises,

* Bugti asserted. He ac-
knowledged that significant
reforms are necessary to im-
prove the healthcare system
and other public institutions

should be no
on the recruitment of teacl
ers, given the significant im-
pact on the education sys-
tem,

12, 000 Schools
Are Closed In
Balochistan

despite financial
investments.

“Poor people rely on
government hospitals for
treatment, yet the current
model is failing to deliver,”
he said. Bugti called for a
new model for hospitals, cit-

ing the Nawab Ghous
Bakhsh Raisani Hospital as

B

The Chief Minister’s
statements underscore the
need for transparency and
efficiency in both the edu-
cation and healthcare sec-
tors, highlighting the
govermnment’s commitment
to addressing these pressing
issues.

Ahead of 1mpend1ng heatwave, Punjab decides to close all schools from May 25 to May 31

NEWS DESK: With
temperatures expected to
soar due to an impending
heatwave, the Government
of Punjab has decided to
close all public and private
schools in the province from
May 25 to May 31 in order
to ensure the safety of stu-
dents.

Severe heatwaves will
sweep most parts of the
country over the coming
days, the Meteorological
Depart-ment warned last
Thursday, forecasting dust
storms, thunderstorms, and
heavy rains in the country’s
northern areas.

The presence of high

pressure in the upper atmo-
sphere  will result in
heatwave conditions in most
parts of the country, espe-
cially Punjab and Sindh from
May 21 and a severe
heatwave from May 23 to 27,
the advisory had warned.

In light of the advisory,
the provincial government in
Punjab decided today to
close schools for seven
days.

However, a notification
it issued stated that exami-

| nations will still be carried

out “as scheduled”, with
“necessary precautions to
ensure the safety of stu-
dents”.

The decision to tempo-
rarily close schools came af-
ter the Punjab government
last week reduced the tim-
ings of all public and private
schools from May 18to May
31. It had also instructed
school heads to ensure that
fans were in working condi-
tion, water coolers were
available and that no stu-
dent was made to sit in an
open space or school lawn
during the summer.

Given the instructions
of PDMA Punjab, the Health
Department also issued a
heatwave advisory. APDMA
spokesperson said, “from
May 21 to May 27, there is a

severe risk of heat wave in
Punjab.” The PDMA pre-
dicted intense heat in the
Bahawalpur, Rahim Yar
Khan, Dera Ghazi Khan and
Multan districts of South
Punjab and instructions
were issued to set up
heatwave counters in all hos-
pitals and ensure the supply
of all related medicines.
DG PDMA Irfan Ali
Khan said that citizens are
being informed about the
dangers of heat wave
through print, electronic and
social media. “All depart-
ments can fight heat wave
by working together and co-
operating,” he added.
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Gas Injustice Chronicles: Sui South-

.
ern Gas Company Under Scrutiny

Editorial:

As the Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) awaits an impending judgment, it
finds itself entangled in allegations that go beyond mere billing discrepancies.
Increasing gas meter tampering exposes a systemic problem within the com-
pany in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan, prompting this editorial to
underscore the urgent need for the SSGC to address these issues, especially in
light of allegations linking some officials to major gas thieves.

A courtorderissued a few months ago brought to light the alarming rate of
gas meter tampering, resulting in significant financial losses for the SSGC.
These losses, coupled with allegations of illicit connections between certain
officials and major gas thieves, unfairly burden the economically vulnerable.
Unannounced load shedding has become an unfortunate norm, exacerbating
the challenges faced by consumers already grappling with inadequate gas
pressure and exorbitant bills.

Must Acknowledge The Gravity Of The Situation

The SSGC must acknowledge the gravity of the situation and take immedi-
ate steps to rectify its practices. The alleged ties between the company and
those involved in gas theft not only raise ethical concerns but also perpetuate
a vicious cycle of inequality. These connections, whether direct or indirect,
erode public trust and undermine the integrity of the entire energy sector.

The impending judgment marks a pivotal moment for the SSGC, going
beyond financial implications for the company. This case will st a precedent
for accountability within the energy sector, emphasizing the need for the SSGC
to prioritize the welfare of its consumers and work towards restoring public
trust in its operations,

Recent Protests In Quetta Underscores Urgency Of Situation

Recent protests in Quetta against overbilling and gas load shedding un-
derscore the urgency of the situation. Allegations of disproportionate billing,
variations in charges between regions, and inflated bills in Balochistan de-
mand a thorough and lramparent investigation. The company must demon-

billing for al regardless
of their geographical locauon. Failure to addrcss these issues not only harms
the company’s reputation but deepens the existing trust deficit between the
SSGC and its consumers.

Company Must Take Steps To Ensure Justice For Consumers

In conclusion, the Sui Southern Gas Company cannot afford to delay
corrective measures any longer. The pursuit of gas justice necessitates imme-
diate action, rectification of billing practices, and a commitment to transpar-
ency. Addressing these issues head-on is the only way for the SSGC to rebuild
public trust and fulfillits responsibility to provide a reliable and equitable gas
supply to all consumers. The company must act swiftly to prevent further harm
to its reputation and, more importantly, to ensure justice for its

Land of opportunity

By Zarrar Khuhro:

FIRS T+ it's not neces. ing one to believe that else, such data can prove
—_ SIS 5 |hc properties they to be the starting point
sary that every investi- ‘own’ are not in their for adeeper investigation
gative story like Dubai names or the names of in Pakistan, provided
Unlocked can or will, in  their relatives. anyone has the will to do
and of itself, cause the The Dubai leaks .
government to fallor the  data can be the starting And therein lies the
prevailing order to be  point for adeeper probe.  rub:accountability, when
unsettled. Sometimes, That said, some im- it comes, usually iends to
such journalistic works portant disclaimers are ~target politicians and that
only confirm whatwe al- necessary:owning prop-  too, those politicians it
ready know to be true erty in Dubai or any- happened to be conve-
which, in this case, is where else in the world nient to target.
that Pakistan is a poor is not an illegal act or — In the not-so-distant
country with some very in and of itself — evi- past we have seen that an
rich people. dence of any kind of fi- Iqama or an unpaid sal-
And that, more of- nancial fraud or wrong- ary is enough to have a
ten than not, those doing as has been re- prime minster knocked
people are the very ones  peatedly stated by all outby using Black’s Law
who tend to control the the publications who Dictionary as a cudgel.
levers of power, often have reported on the We have seen a
using them like the lever uncovered data. watch prove sufficient to
of a slot machine in Las Certainly, many of imprison another former
Vegas, except with a these properties have PM when the need arose,
near-guarantee of amas-  been declared with Pa- and at the same time we
sive payout. Kistani tax authorities have seen much larger
All told, as per the and are above board, crimes go ignored and
data on record Pakistanis  but at the very least we unpunished (or even re-
own about $12.5 billion must expect the FBR to  warded) when it is expe-
worth of properties in inquire as to whether dient to do so.

&

Ziarat Juniper Forest in Peril: Ancient Trees Face
Deforestation Threat

Summan Ismai

The Ziarat Juniper
Forest, nestled in
Pakistan’s Balochistan
territory, stands as a
testament to nature’s
splendorand history’s
embrace. This ancient
forest is renowned for
itstowering, thousand-
year-old Juniper trees,
‘which rank among the
world’s oldest and tall-
est. This article ex-
plores the profound
significance of the
Ziarat Juniper Forest,
its historical roots, eco-
logical importance,
and the pressing need
for conservation ef-
forts.
A Glimpse into
History

The story of the
Ziarat Juniper Forest is
a journey through
time. Once inhabited
by nomadic tribes,
these Juniper trees
served as versatile re-
sources. They pro-
vided fuel, construc-
tion materials, and me-

dicinal remedies, in-
graining themselves in
the local culture. Over
generations, the forest

ccame a cherished
asset, safeguarded by
tribal elders.

A Global Eco-

logical Gem

In recent
the Ziarat Jumpu For:
est has garnered inter-
national recognition for
its unique and vital eco-
system. Itis an integral
part of the region’s
biodiversity, hosting a
diverse array of plant
and animal species.
Furthermore, the Juni-
per trees themselves
offer a rich source of
genetic information,
fueling discoveries in
ecology and herbal sci-
ence.

The Dark Side
of Progress

‘While the past de-
cadehas brought com-
fortand progress to the
region, it has come at
a steep price. One in-
dustry that has thrived

at the expense of the
forest is the furniture
sector, leading to ex-
tensive deforestation.
These ancient wood-
lands, found mostly at
altitudes above 2000
meters, are under se-
vere threat. The
Ziarat region, home to
approximately 5000-
year-old Juniperus spe-
cies, faces rampant
deforestation due to
domestic fuel con-
sumption, agricultural
expansion, construc-
tion, medicinal use,
and furniture produc-
tion.

Alarming
Trends: A
Deforestation
Study

ecent report
titled “Observing Car-
bon Stock and Land-
Use Change in 5000-
Year-Old  Juniper
Woods Stand of
Ziarat, Balochistan,
through a Synergistic
Methodology” con-
ducted a comprehen-

sive analysis of the
forest. The study re-
vealed a substantial
reduction in the
Juniperus tree popula-
tion from 71,005 hect-
ares to 50,311 hect-
ares between 1988
and 2018, alongside a
decline in agricultural
land in the same pe-
riod. This academic
publication also noted
a decrease in the
forest’s carbon supply,
primarily due to defor-
estation.
Protecting
Wildlife and
Promoting
Sustainable
Tourism

Conservation ef-
forts are underway to
protect the diverse
wildlife within the
Ziarat Juniper Forest.
Endangered species
such as the Asiatic
Mountain Bear, Snow
Leopard, and Markhor
call this forest home,
and preserving their
habitat is paramount.

Simultaneously, initia-
tives aim to promote
sustainable tourism,
allowing visitors from
around the world to
appreciate the forest’s
natural beauty and
ecological signifi-
cance.
The Call to
Action

The allure of the
valuable Juniper wood
has led to its exploita-
tion, with reports even
implicating authorities
in the illegal trade. To
secure the future of
this ancient forest, im-
mediate action is es-
sential. It is imperative
that we collectively
embrace sustainable
practices, raise
awareness, and curb
deforestation. Only by
doing so can we en-
sure the preservation
of this unique spec
and its vital role in our
natural world. To-
gether, we must act
responsibly to safe-
guard the Ziarat Juni-
per Forest for genera-
tions to come.

Beyond the economic crisis

By Maleeha Lodhi:

£AKISTAN no longer
faces an economic emer-
gency as it did last year
when it teetered on the
edge of sovereign debt
default. It has come out
of that crisis and man-
aged to establish a mo-
dicum of stability and
improve market senti-
ment. This creates a win-
dow of opportunity for
the government to
evolve an economic vi-
sion and craft a home-
grown economic plan to
drive a robust recovery
and prevent the
country’s slide into an-
other ¢

To be sure the
IMF’s bailout package
and rollover of foreign
loans helped to avert a
breakdown. The govern-
ment is now in discus-
sions with the Fund for
a larger, longer-duration
loan deal, which will be
the country’s 24th IMF
programme. But meeting
IMF conditionalities
cannot be the be-all and
end-all of economic
policy. An IMF package
is necessary butnot suf-
ficient t

crisis. This has been the
experience so far as un-
resolved externaland
ternal financial imbal-
ances have fuelled
chronic balance-of-pay-
ments and budget cf
ses. Much reliance is
being placed on prom-
ises of investment from
Saudi Arabia and other
Gulfstates. But the strat-
egy to attract foreign di-
rect investment (FDI)
and translate promises
into reality should be
part of a broader, coher-
ent economic plan and
not operate in a policy
silo. Significant foreign
investment will be elu-
sive unless macroeco-
nomic stability is estab-
lished and political un-
certainty ended. This re-
quires a de-escalation of
domestic political ten-
sions and a calmer envi-
ronment.

Even though the
country has stepped
back from the brink, the
structural sources of per-
sisting financial imbal-
ances have not disap-
peared. Risks archigh as
the trends are all nega-
tive. The fiscal deficit re-

Dubai, although former that is so for all the An if
FBR chairman Shabbar names listed in the leaks. one were to take place,
Zaidi thinks the actual Thus far, we havebeen must then also include
value is closer to, 9rpos- promised that this will - those former military per-
sibly in excess of $20bn.  indeed happen with the ~sonnel who have such
Now, this may not be a FBR chairman promis- properties as well be-
huge sum by global stan-  ing that if he has access cause while our civilian
dards but given the per- to the dataas well as in-  rulers do now and then
petual penury of Paki- formation on residence  find themselves at the re-
stan, it’s pretty darn stag-  status, and if the politi- ceiving,
gering. cal will s present, he will end of the authori-
Also bear in mind certainly go after tax ties’ ire — selective as
that there are a lot of evaders. While that’s a  that may be — this part
prominent and not-so- lot of ifs and buts it of our ruling elite is usu-
prominent Pakistanis would certainly be a ally beyond any sort of
who happen to be clearly more worthwhilé use of reproach or accountabil-
resident or partially resi-  the FBR’s time than try- ity. But despite all the
dent in Dubai butdo not  ing to block the SIMs of hoopla and hand-wring-
showup on this list, lead- non-filers. If nothing

stabilisation and chan a
path to resilient eco-
nomic growth. A Fund
programme should be
one component of the
country’s own long-
term plan and strategy.
It cannot serve as its
substitute.

A credible plan
should address the
country’s weak macro-
economic fundamentals,
which persist and make
the nascent recovery
very fragile. Unless they
are tackled head-on,
they will spark another

mains high with the
economy expected to
grow by only 1.8percent
this fiscal year. Forcign
exchange reserves are
ragile, fo

5

Pakistan needs a
home-grown cconomic
reform plan to chart a
path to sustainable
growth.

Unless structural is-
sues are tackled to re-
verse these trends, the
country will not escape
from the trap of anaemic
growth, high deficits,
heavy borrowing, grow-
ing indebtedness and
soaring inflation. The
choice is stark. Either the
government can steer the
economy out of its
present predicament by
the same fire-fighting re-
sponse witnessed in the
past — more borrowing
and  accumulating
greater debt while post-
poning reform and creat-
ing no capacity to repay
higher levels of debt.
This, however, will do
nothing to spur growth
and investment or con-
tain record inflation. It
will only guarantee a cri-
sis down the road. This
band-aid approach is, in
any case, untenable. Or,
the government can em-
bark on

compliance. It entails
squaring the circle be-
tween overtaxing certain
sectors and under-taxing
others. Expenditure must
be ralmna]leed to meet

competitive advantage
and then work towards
export diversification,
both in terms of products
and markets. The goal
slmuld be to achieve

impera-
tives and untargeted
subsidies should be
eliminated. What will
contribute significantly
to reducing the fiscal
burden is privatisation
of loss-making state-
owned enterprises. Fi-
nanecia
haemorrhaging SOEs
have long been bloating
budget deficits and need
to be disinvested by a
transparent process.
second area is
creating a business-

greal of the
counlry into the global
economy and markets; at
present Pakistan’s share
of global trade is
‘miniscule. An export-ori-
ented industrial and
trade policy framework
will need to be put in
place. This means end-
ing the anti export bias
intrade policy, which re-
S tariff
rationalisation and re-
view of export subsidy
schemes.

The founh area in-
volves

o
e,

friendly
The government should
actasa facilitator to pro-
mote business growth
and take substantive ac-
tions to reduce the cost
of doing business. The
cconomic plan should
aim to establish a single
business  regulatory
framework for the coun-
try,reduce the regulatory

structural reforms that
can help the economy
break out of the vicious
cycle it is mired in.
What should be the
key elements of a com-
prehensive  reform

burden, cut

red tape thatinhibits pri-
vate sector activity and
remove barriers that de-
ter foreign investment.
The business commu-
nity should be accorded
akey role in the process
of’

or-
e|gn debt have reached
unsustainable levels,
large external financing is
needed to meet debt
payments, inflation is at
arecord level, the current
account and trade defi-
cits remain wide, FDI re-
mains low while busi-
ness confidence is weak.
The poverty level has
risen to 40pc.

2 Long-term
economic progress rests
on action in at least five
fundamental areas. The
most urgent is curbing
the fiscal deficit. This in-
volves instituting an eq-
uitable and simplified tax
system, bringing un-
taxed and undertaxed
sectors into a wider rev-
enue net, ending exemp-
tions and ensuring tax

economic
policy and reform mea-
sures. Policy continuity
and certainty is also cru-
cial to build and sustain
investor confidence.
The third area con-
cems creating the con-
ditions for export-led
growth, which should be
a core part of the eco-
nomicplan. Forthis, Pa-
Kistan must identify its

Pakistan’s promising po-
tential in digital technol-
ogy, a dynamic sector,
which is growing fast
and can be avital vehicle
for the country to leap-
frog towards social and
cconomic progress. This
requires building digital
capabilities, making key
investments in this sec-
tor and creating an en-
abling environment to
unleash private sector
initiatives and innova-
tion.

Investment in hu-
man capital should be
the fifth area of priority
and an integral part of
reform. Failure on this
count has left the coun-
try with deteriorating
social indicators and at
the bottom of global hu-
man  development
rankings
Underinvestment has
‘meant 40pc of Pakistanis
are illiterate and 26 mil-
lion school-age children
are out of school

AJK and GB movements

By Sajjad Ahmad:

AM]D - _ these movements. region’s budget. How-
= a grave eco- The recent protests ever, given the abysmal
nomic crisis and the re- in AJK led by JAAC record of managing cri-
cent Dubai leaks embar-  didn’t happen over-  ses, theauthorities, rather
rassment, the situation night. According to one  being proactive, adopted
in what people generally  of the senior leaders of  a reactive approach
believe are *peripheral’  JAAC — an alliance of The unrest began
areas of Pakistan has labour leaders, traders, when activists and mem-
drawn the attention of transporters, and civil bers of JAAC were de-
theauthorities. Beit Haq  society members — tained pre-emptively in
do  Tehreek  in which led protests and overnight raids by law
Balochistan, the Awami a march towards enforcement agencies.
Action Committee of Muzaffarabad, the de- This prompted JAAC to
Gilgit-Baltistan or the mands, which were nei- call for a strike on May
Jammu Kashmir Joint therirrationalnor unfair, 10 and a march towards
Awami Action  go one year back. They Muzaffarabad on May
Ce i-ttee (JAAC) de- forthe elec-  11.

manding their rights, tricity rate to be set ac- During the several
what is common in all cording to hydropower ~days of unrest, four pre-
these movements is that  generation costs in AJK, cious lives were lost and
their issues lie in the subsidised wheat flour, over a hundred were in-
centre,  Islamabad. and downsizing govern- jured. Consequently, in
Through protests, ment officials {0 spend an emergency meeting in
ins, strikes and politics resources on the public Islamabad, PM Shehbaz
of agitation, these so- rather thanon the ruling  Sharif met all the de-
called per-ipheral and elites. Their argument is mands, and the JAAC
marginalised areas are  simple: the AJK govern- called off the pmlem
gaining cen-tre stage. A ment s oversized,and in The PM

Sanaullah acknowl-
edged that the situation
was mishandled and
that the damage could
have been avoided
through early negotia-
tions.

In Pakistan, it has
become a pattern to ad-
dress issues only when
they get out of control
and result in a full-
fledged crisis.

The wheat subsidy
isnotanew issue for the
government. Just a few
months ago, GB was
embroiled in mass pro-
tests, sit-ins and strikes
for the restoration of the
wheat subsidy granted
to the region. The anger
was also due to the uni-
lateral decisions of the
federal government. The
demonstrations were led
by the Awami Action
Committee GB

general feeling of dissat-  apopulation ofonly four ~grant of Rs23 billion o
isfaction and disenfran- million, it doesn’t need AJK, which included sub-
chisement among the so many ministers and sidies on flour and elec-
population seems to be bureaucrats. Their perks ~tricity prices. Senior
the driving force behind are a burden on the PML-N leader Rana

ance of trade unions, re-
ligious and political Iead-
ers,and CSOs. This was
also a repeat telecast. In

022, similar protests

erupted on the same is-
sues. In 2024, however,
the AAC had a 15-point
demand list which in-
cluded the of

gions are politically and
financially dependent on
the centre. Islamabad
maintains a strong grip
on their administrati

ment are so difficult for
the centre.

Perhaps the starting
point for the federal

wheat subsidy, suspen-
sion of Finance Act, land
ownership rights for lo-
cals, a share for GB in the
NFC Award, royalties
from the Diamer-Bhasha
dam, an end to pro-
longed power outages
and exploitation of GB’s
mineral  resources,
among others.

‘A new generation of
educated young people
is redefining politics in
AJK ang

The regions of AJK
and GB both have a dis-
puted status. They are
semi-autonomous re-
gions which have gone
through various reforms
since 1947.

AJK has its own
constitution, govern-
ment and legislative as-
sembly, while GB has
only a legislative assem-
bly. However, both re-

through federal burcau-
cracy. Representatives
contest elections on the
platforms of mainstream
political parties and en-
ter local assemblies with
their hands tied. They
cannot deviate from their
parties’ policies. They
often acknowledge the
public demands during
such protests — as in the
case of AJK’'s recent pro-
tests — but also admit
like AJK’s Rural Develop-
ment Minister Faisal
Mumtaz Rathore, that the
solution falls in the
centre’s jurisdiction.

In both AJK and
GB’s cases, the protests
and marches occurred
only when negotiations
with regional govern-
ments failed. With these
repeated episodes, one
wonders why concilia-
tion and crisis manage-

to manage
dﬂdm should be to first
realise that a new gen-
eration has come of age
in both regions, which is
detached from tradi-
tional politics. This
young generation is
educated, aware of their
rights, and in the major-
ity. They are shaping
these rights movements
and redefining politics
inboth AJK and GB. The
government of Pakistan
should have the an-
swers to their questions.
Relying on old methods
won’t work and this AJK
episode is a glimpse of
that.

There is no harm in
empowering regional
governments and grant-
ing autonomy in local
affairs. It is perhaps the
best solution to regain
the trust of the people
and avoid future unrest

Self-determination,
a catchword linked to
Kashmir, generally refers
to the right of people to
constitute themselves as
a nation-state or to inte-
grate with an already ex-
isting one. Salvatore
Senese divides it into
two categories: internal
and external. The latter
has been already men-
tioned. Internal self-de-
termination, according to
Senese, is ‘the right of
people to freely choose
their own political, eco-
nomic, and social sys-

Can Pakistan pro-
vide internal self-deter-
mination to AJK and GB?
‘The time is ripe forit. The
PM has already stressed
for permanent solutions
to AJK’s problems,
which is a promising
sign. Only time will tell
how serious the govern-
‘ment is about providing
permanent solutions to
the chronic problems of
AJKand GB
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Biden faces silent Gaza protest at Martin
Luther King Jr's college

GEORGIA (INP): US
President Joe Biden
said Sunday he heard
the voice of Gaza war
protesters as some stu-
dents turned their
backs on his gradua-
tion ceremony speech
at the former university
of civil rights icon Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.

A small number of
eraduates carried out
the silent protest, with
some holding Palestin-
ian flags and one hold-
ing up a fist as Biden
spoke at Morehouse
College, a historically
Black university in Af-
lanta, Georgia.

Others wore
keffiyeh scarves over
their gowns in a

A number of
Morehouse students
had called for Biden's
speech to be canceled
over the Gaza war but
the ceremony went
ahead without disrup-
tion. Biden told the stu-
dents that Gaza was
enduring a "humanitar-
ian crisis" and that he
was working for an "im-

troubles with an elec-
tion rematch against
Donald Trump just
over six months away.

" is one of the
hardest, most compli-
cated problems in the
world. There's nothing
easy about it," added
Biden about Gaza.

"I know it angers
and frustrates many of
you, includingmy fam- mediate ceasefire to
ily, but most of all, I stop the fighting, bring
know it breaks your the hostages home.
heart. It breaks mine as The 81-year-old
well." He did notelabo-  Democrat added he
rate, but First Lady Jill was pushing for a "last-
Biden reportedly urged ing, durable peace” in
the president in Aprilto  the wider Middle East
"stop it now" as the toll that would lead to an in-
of Palestinian civilians dependent Palestinian
mounted from Israel's state, which he called
offensive the "only solution."

of solidarity with the
protests that have roiled
campuses across the
United States over
Israel's offensive on the
Gaza Strip after the
Hamas October 7 at-
tacks.

"I support peace-
ful, non-violent protest.
Your voices should be
heard, and I promise
you I hear them.” said
Biden, who wore a ma-
roon and black gown in
the colors of the all-
male university.

The speech was
Biden's most direct en-
counter with American
students since the Gaza
protests engulfed cam-
puses  nationwide,
causing him political

AD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohmmad Ishag Dar arrives in
|Astana, Kazakhstan. He was recieved by Director of the Kazakhistan Minister of Foreign Affairs
[Nursalimuly Yergalym and Pakistan’s Ambassadoris Astana, Nauman Bashir Bhatti at the Airport.

ISL

Gary Kirsten joins Pakistan team in Leeds
ahead of first England T20I

LEEDS (INP): Paki- Gary Kirsten will Haris Rauf, Hasan Ali,
stan cricket team’s oversee the team’s Iftikhar Ahmed, Imad
white-ball head coach  practice sessions from Wasim, Mohammad
Gary Kirsten has Monday, which is Abbas Afridi,
joined the squad scheduled to run from Mohammad Amir,
ahead of the T20I se- 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM Mohammad Rizwan,
ries against England, local time. Pakistan Irfan Khan, Naseem
starting fromMay 22.  team’s final practice Shah, Saim Ayub,
The former South Af-  session before the first Salman Agha, Shadab
rican batter was wel- T201 is scheduled on Khan, Shaheen Afridi,
comed by team man- Tuesday from 1:30 Usman Khan.
agement and white- PM to 4:30 PM local Series schedule.
ball captain Babar time. May 22: First T20I at
Azam. Meanwhile, The Green Shirts Leeds, May 25: Sec-
senior team manager will play the first match ond T20I at Birming-
‘Wahab Riaz of the four-match ham, May 28: Third

presented the T20I series against T20I at Cardiff, May
team’s training jersey England at Headingley 30: Fourth T201at The
to Gary Kirsten. on May 22, Oval

Saudi crown prince’s visit to Japan
postponed over King Salman's health

TOKYO (INP) Japan's Salman's health, the
top government visit had been post-
spokesman said Mon- poned,  Yoshimasa
day a planned visit this Hayashi told reporters.
week by Saudi Arabia's "The visit of His
Crown Prince Royal Highness Crown
Mohammed bin Prince Mohammed to
Salman has been post- Japan will be re-coor-
poned "due to the dinated between the
health condition of two countries," Hayashi
King Salman’". said.

The announce- Saudi sources told
ment came hours after reproters on Monday
the Royal Court in that members of the
Riyadh said Prince delegation would still
Mohammed's 88-year- travel to Japan for some
old father had a lung talks.
infection and was un- King Salman has
dergoing treatment in- been on the throne since
volving antibiotics. 2015, though his 38-

rin c e yearold son was
Mohammed had been named crown prince in
due to meet Prime Min- 2017 and acts as day-
ister Fumio Kishida and  to-day ruler.
the Japanese emperor Saudi Arabia, the
on his trip from Mon- world's biggest crude
day, which would have exporter, has for years
been his first to Japan sought to quell specu-
since 2019. lation over King

But Saudi Arabia's  Salman's health, which
government informed s rarely discussed.
Tokyo late on Sunday But the Royal Court
that, due to King disclosed in April that he

After the conclu-
sion of the England
series, the Pakistan
team will depart for
the United States of
America (USA) to
participate in the ICC
Men’s T20 World

Cup 2024. The
2009 champions will
start their campaign
against co-host USA
on June 4 before tak-
ing on arch-rivals In-
dia on June 9.

Pakistan squad:
Babar Azam (c),
Abrar Ahmed, Azam
Khan, Fakhar Zaman,

had been admitted to tion and foreign affairs
King Faisal Specialist were on the agenda, the
Hospital for "routine foreign ministry had
examinations". He left said.

the hospital later the
same day.

Before that, his
most recent
hospitalisation had been
in May 2022, when he
went in  for a
colonoscopy  and
<layed for just over a
wee

The court had said
earlier on Sunday the
king was suffering
from "high tempera-
ture” and joint pain and
would undergo medical
tests. Japan's Kishida
visited Saudi Arabia last
July and the focus of
his talks with Prince
Mohammed was on
energy, particularly
around green energy
and decarbonisation.

This time "energy
<ec||nly and clean en-
ergy" as well as "soft
power exchanges",
economic diversifica-

Analysts had said
Prince Mohammed,
known by his initials
MBS, would also be on
the lookout for more
opportunities in gaming
as he seeks to improve
Saudi Arabia's image.

The reputed "Call
of Duty" fan has
launched a multi-billion-
dollar push into the
gaming sector, from
eSports to game devel-
opment, as part of his
Vision 2030 transfor-
mation strategy for the
oil-rich kingdom.

Saudi Arabia's sov-
ereign wealth fund
holds a stake of around
eight percent in
Nintendo, and the
country is planning a
theme park based on
Japan's "Dragon Ball"
manga franchise in a
new "entertainment
city" outside Riyadh.
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1 .
ran consulate in Pakistan on Monday lnwcrcd the flag at half-mast in honor and com-|

memomnon of the martyrdom of President Seyed Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-|

and other

members after helicopter crashed.

Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti in the assembly session.

Deadly strikes hit Gaza as US envoy
visits Israel

Isracl's military,
which on Sunday re-
ported its aircraft had
"struck dozens of terror
targets" over the past 24
hours, said it was check-
ing the reports.

Witness Yasser Abu
Oula told reporters an
entire residential com-
plex "was destroyed"
and "there are still bod-

GAZA (INP): An Isracli
strike killed 31 people in
central Gaza Sunday, the
Palestinian territory's
civil defence agency
said, as US National Se-
curity Advisor Jake
Sullivan visited for talks
on the conflict.

Israeli troops have
moved in on the Gaza
Strip's far-southern city
ofRafah, which the army
describes as the last
Hamas stronghold and
where the United States
says 800,000 civilians
have been newly dis-
placed by the fighting.

Hamas's armed
wing, the Ezzedine Al-
Qassam Brigades, said it
was targeting Israeli
forces stationed at

released. But he has
faced intense opposition
and calls to announce a
plan for Gaza's post-war
governance -- from top
ally Washington, from
‘mass street protests and
now also from members
of his war cabinet.

Amid the political
turmoil, Sullivan met his
Israeli  counterpart
Tzachi Hanegbi and
Netanyahu in Jerusalem
for talks on the brutal
Gaza conflict and post-
war scenarios. He briefed
Netanyahu on the "po-
tential" of a normaliza-
tion deal between Isracl
and Saudi Arabia after
holding talks in the re-
gion, the White House
said Sunday.

Rafah crossing - a vital
conduit for humanitarian
aid that is now closed --
with mortar fire.

Isracl has also
fought and bombed re-
surgent Hamas forces in
northern and central ar-
cas of the coastal terri-
tory previously consid-
ered to be under army
control, sparking US
warnings that it could ies under the rubble".
become mired in a - Sullivan meets
e n g t h y Netanyahu Israel’s Prime
counterinsurgency cam- Minister ~ Benjamin
paign. In the latest aerial Netanyahu has vowed
bombardment ovemight, to keep fighting Hamas
Gaza's civil defence in Gaza, following its
agency said an Isracli October 7 attack that
strike had killed 31 people —sparked the war, until the
and wounded 20 in a Iran-backed Islamist
home in the central group isdefeated and all
Nuseirat refugee camp. ~ remaining hostages are

Qil climbs after Iran’s president dies, Saudi
king’s health issue

Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi, a
hardliner long seen as
a potential successor to
Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei,
was killed in a helicop-
ter crash in

mountainous ter-
rain near the Azerbaijan
border, officials and
state media said on
Monday.

Separately, Saudi
Arabian Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
postponed his visit to
Japan, scheduled to
begin on Monday, be-
cause of a health issue

TEHRAN (INP): Oil
prices extended gains
on Monday amid politi-
cal uncertainty in ma-
jor producing countries
after Iran’s president
died in a

helicopter crash
and Saudi Arabia’s
crown prince cancelled
a trip to Japan, cil
issues with the king’s
health.

Brent gained 41
cents, or 0.5%, to
$84.39 a barrel by 0632
GMT, after rising to
$84.43 earlier, its high-
est since May 10. US.
West Texas Intermedi-

cators from the U.S.
and China, the world’s
largest oil consumers.

Despite the volatil-
ity in the region, oil
prices moved only
slightly. “The oil mar-
ket remains largely
rangebound and with-
out any fresh catalyst
we will likely have to
wait for clarity around
OPEC+ output policy
in order to break out of
this range,” said War-
ren Patterson, head of
commodities strategy
at ING

The Organization
of the Petroleum Ex-

health is failing, it adds
to the layer of uncer-
tainty already circling
energy markets this
morning following the
news that the Iranian
President is missing,”
IG Markets analyst
Tony Sycamore said.
He added that WTI
prices may rebound
further toward $83.50
after rising above the
200-day moving aver-
age of $80.02.

“I do think there
are enough reasons out
there for this to hap-
pen, more so when
you factor in China

=
(3

ate (WTI) with his property measures an- porting Countries and

crude for June  father  King nounced last week, in- allies, together called
edged up 23 cents to Salman, said Japan’s cluding relaxing mort- OPEC+, are scheduled
$80.29 a barrel, after ChiefCabinet Secretary gage rules, lowering to meet on June 1.

hitting $80.35 earlier,
the highest since May
1. The June contract
expires on Tuesday
and the

more-active July
contract _was
$79 89 up 31 cents, or

Yoshimasa Hayashi.
Saudi Arabia’s state
news agency on Sun-
day reported that 88-
year-old King Salman

will undergo treat-
ment for lung inflamma-
tion.

“If the father’s

deposits, and buying
unsold homes,” Sy-
camore said. Brent
ended the previous
week up about 1%, its
first weekly gain in
three weeks, while
WTI rose 2% on im-
proved economic indi-

“The market also ap-
pears increasingly
numb to developments
on the geopolitical
front, likely due to the
large amount of spare
capacity OPEC is sit-
ting on,” Patterson
said.

®

ISLAMBAD: Federal Minister for Law and Justice, Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar, addressed|
an important Press conference.

IHC hears petition for recovery of missing
poet Ahmed Farhad

The court sum-
moned reply from the
secretary defence.
“Contact the higher
authority and submit
reply by 3:00pm,” Jus-
tice Kayani said. “I
will pass the order in
case of no reply by
3:00pm,” he said. “You
must remove thc label
that you kidnap,” Jus-
tice Kayani said. “En-
tire institution could
notbe blamed,” Assis-
tant Attorney General
said. “I want the per-
son at any cost, don’t
take thesituation to the
level that makes it hard
for the institutions to

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The
Islamabad High Court
on Monday heard pe-
tition for recovery of
missing poet Ahmed
Farhad filed by his
wife.

“We received a
WhatsApp call on
May 17 and told take
back the petition,
Ahmed Farhad will
return home,”
petitioner’s counsel
said. “We exchanged
three drafts

with them. Tell the
court, he himselfwent
somewhere,” lawyer
said. “As Ahmed

Farhad not returned,
we are not withdraw-
ing the plea,” lawyer
further said.

“If Ahmed Farhad
is a terrorist?” Justice
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani
questioned. “No Sir, he
is not a terrorist,” SSP
Operations replied. “If
he has come from In-
dia or involved in kid-
napping for ransom,”
the bench further
asked. “No Sir, that’s
not true,” SSP an-
swered. “What the in-
stitutions are doing, all
have to bear the brunt
of it,” Justice Kayani
observed.

exist,” the bench re-
marked. The defence
ministry officials told
the court that the s
retary defence h
been comprehensively
briefed. They pleaded
to the court for two
days’ time. “Will you
ask, he is in the
‘Bajaur safe house” or
‘Kashmir safe
house’,”  Justice
Kayani said. “The
front face of the state
is not unknown per-
sons, it is police,” the
bench remarked. The
court adjourned the
case until 3:00pm to-
day.
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Senior Journalists Condemn Quetta Press
Club Raid, Announce Nationwide Protest

QUETTA: May 18,2024 —A
joint emergency meeting of senior
journalists, including executive
members of the Balochistan Union
of Journalists (BUJ) and Quetta
Press Club, was held yesterday at
the Quetta Press Club. The meet-
ing, chaired by President Press
Club AbdulKhalig Rand and BUJ
President Khalil Ahmad, ex-
pressed grave concern over a re-
centraid on the Quetta Press Club
by the district administration and
police, resulting in the club being
locked.

Participants of the meeting
voiced their extreme anger at the
provincial government’s indiffer-
ence and the curtailment of press
freedom.

They described the closure
of the Quetta Press Club as a di-
rect attack on freedom of expres-
sion under Article 19 of the Con-
stitution of Pakistan, aimed at pre-
venting journalists from perform-
ing their duties.

The assembly emphasized
that the closure not only disap-
oints the journalist community

ews Desk:

but also impacts all sections of
society. They warned that with-
out a robust protest, society
would be deprived of its voice.
Inunanimous agreement, the
senior members condemned the
lockout and decided to initiate a
nationwide protest movement.
The first phase involves a
walkout from the Balochistan As-
sembly meeting scheduled for to-

ay,
followed by a protest dem-
onstration outside the assembly.
They plan to present a four-point
demand to the provincial govern-

ment. If these demands are not
met, the second phase will com-
mence with a nationwide “Black
Day” on May 21.

The Pakistan Federal Union
of Journalists will call for protests
in all press clubs across Pakistan,

Black flags will be hoisted
outside press clubs nationwide,

symbolizing solidarity and re-

sistance.
This decisive action under-
scores the journalists’ commit-
ment to protecting press freedom
and ensuring the public’s right to
information is upheld.

lSLAMABAD hdlrman Senate! Swed YousafRaza Gilani ina meetmg with Turkish Foreign M
ter Hakan Fidan at Parliament house.

PBBF suspends KBBA officials over

ISLAMABAD (INP): In a deci-
sive move to uphold integrity and
discipline within its ranks, the Pa-
kistan Basketball Federation
(PBBF) General Council

suspended the Ghulam
Muhammad Khan, President of
the Karachi Basketball Associa-
tion (KBBA) and other officials
on grounds of regulatory viola-
tions and

misconduct.

These decisions were taken
dunng the general council meet-
ing of Pakistan Basketball Federa-
tion, presided by PBBF President
Brig. (R) Iftikhar Mansoor here

at local hotel Islamabad at-
tended by all stakeholders.

Ghulam Muhammad Khan,
who was also attended the meet-
ing accepted his mistakes, ten-
dered an apology, and recom-
mended Senior Vice President
Muhammad Yaqoob as

his interim successor. Amidst
this central decision, the PBBF
councilalso ratified the establish-
ment of aScrutiny Committee.

misconduct

This body is tasked with as-
sessing the clubs in Karachi, aim-
ing to pave the way for transpar-
ent elections within the next 90
days for KBBA, followed by

elections for the Sindh Bas-
ketball Association.

Further disciplinary actions
were imposed on two KBBA offi-
cials Zafar Iqbal and Zain Ul
Abideen, who faced a three-year
ban and a fine for severe miscon-
duct

and inappropriate behavior
during the Divisional Basketball
Championship Grade Bin Quetta.
Usman Paracha from Khanewal
was banned for falsely represent-

5

g
PBBF and misconduct, with
his case being referred to the
Mulian Division Basketball Asso-
ciation for further proceedings.
‘Three players from MEPCO,
a subsidiary of WAPDA, wer¢
banned and fined for illegitimately

Punjab SONA Basketball Toumna-
ment in Rahim Yar Khan. Similarly,
a player from LESCO was fined
for use of abusive language and
misconduct during the recent
WAPDA Inter Unit Basketball
Tournament.

Additional fines were levied
on one player from LESCO,
Rawalpindi, POF, Rangers for muk-
tiple violations of the PBBF’s
transfer policy.

These five players are di-
rected to submit affidavits affirm-
ing their commitment to not re-
peating such violations, with the
stern warning that further infrac-
tions could lead to lifetime bans.

Their current bans are condi-
tional, to be lifted upon the pay-
ment of their respective fines.
PBBF also finalized the Calander

ISLAMABAD: Group photo Of Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharifand Foreign Minister of

Turkiya Hakan Fidan.

Imran Khan, other PTI leaders acquitted

. .
in Azadi March case

ISLAMABAD (INP): A gated at his behest, and that A session court in

session’s court on Monday ac- only the authority enforcing Islamabad also acquitted Imran

quitted former Prime Minister
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder Imran Khan
along with other

PTI leaders in cases reg-
istered at Karachi Company
police station related to the
Azadi March.

Judicial Magistrate
Mureed Abbas announced the
verdict reserved earlier on plea
seeking acquittal of Imran
Khan, Faisal Javed, Ali Nawaz

Awan, Saifullah
Niazi, Zartaj Gul and Asad
Umar. Advocate Naeem

Panjutha, Sardar Masroof and
Amna Ali appeared in court to
present arguments for the ac-
quittal petitions.

Asad Umar and Saifullah
Niazi were present in court
while Faisal Javed and Zartaj
Gul moved pleas seeking ex-
emption from personal appear-
ance before the

court. Advocate Panjutha
argued that Imran Khan was
accused under Section 109,
suggesting the case was insti-

Section 144 had the right to ﬂle

Khan and others in a case reg-

such a case. He
that the FIR was registered by
an unauthorized person, mak-
ing the basis of the case invalid
and unfit for prosecution.

Furthermore, Panjutha
pointed out that no video evi-
dence implicating Imran Khan
was presented, and that FIRs
were filed even for peaceful
protests. He emphasized that
multiple similar cases had been
registered against Imran Khan
in different police stations, all
ofwhich resulted in his acquit-
tal. Sardar

Masroof argued that FIRs
registered by unauthorized in-
dividuals are illegal and cannot
be the basis for a case. He
cited an Islamabad High Court
order to support his argument.

After hearing the argu-
ments, the court reserved its
decision and later announced
the acquittal of Imran Khan,
Faisal Javed, Ali Nawaz Awan,
Saifullah Niaz, Zartaj Gul, and
Asad Umar.

istered at Kohsar p ion
related to protests and vandal-
ism. Judicial Magistrate
Shehzad Khan allowed pleas
seeking acquittal of Imran
Khan, Sheikh Rashid, Faisal
Javed Khan, Ali Nawaz Awan,
Shah Mehmood Qureshi,
Qasim Suri, Raja Khurram
Nawaz, and other accused.
The court dismissed the
charges of violating Section
144 during the Azadi March.

Lawyers Sardar Masroof
and Amna Ali argued that the
accusations against Imran
Khan and others were base-
less and politically motivated.
The court, after completing the
arguments, reserved and later
announced the acquittal of the
accused in this case as well. It
may be mentioned here that on
May 15, the Islamabad District
and Sessions Court had also
acquitted PTI founder Imran
Khan in a case registered at
Khanna police station during
the Azadi March.

NA Speaker grieved over tragic death of
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Speaker National Assembly,
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, has ex-
pressed profound sorrow over
the tragic demise of Iranian
President Ebrahim

Raisi in a helicopter crash.

The Speaker remarked
that the news of the crash,
which also claimed the lives of
Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian and
other high ranking

officials, was deeply heart-

ing and

of Activities and the i
tion of,

Developmental programs for

Players, coaches, Referees and

as part
of the Multan Division Basketball
Association during the All-

inview of the upcom-
ing South Asian Games in Paki-
stan

LHC gives Punjab govt ultimatum for
judges' appointment

LAHORE (INP): The Lahore
High Court (LHC) has issued
an ultimatum to the Punjab
government regarding the ap-
pointment of judges.

Chief Justice Shehzad
Ahmed Khan presided over a
hearing on the Punjab
govemment's petition to trans-
fer cases from LHC's anti-ter-
rorism court 1 Rawalpindi to
another court.

During the proceedings,
the advocate general Punjab
informed the court that a gov-
emment committee had con-
sulted with Punjab Chief Min-
ister on the matter of judges'
appointment, assuring that it
had been prioritized for the
upcoming cabinet session.

However, Chief Justice

Khan inquired about the
timeline for the next cabinet
session, expressing dissatisfac-
tion with the absence of imme-
diateaction.

The Chief Justice ruled
that either a special cabinet
meeting should have been
called or the government com-
mittee should have appeared
before the court after complet-
ing its task.

In response, the advocate
general assured that the mat-
ter would be resolved in the
cabinet session scheduled for
Friday. Expressing dismay over
the absence of the government
committee in court, Chief Jus-
tice Khan deemed it disre-
spectful.

The advocate general

promptly promised the
committee's presence within
halfan hour upon receiving the
court's call order.
Consequently, the court
directed the Punjab CM and
the cabinet to issue a notifica-
tion regarding judges'appoint-
ment before the next hearing.
The court also wamed that
if the notification was not is-
sued by then, the Punjab Chief
Minister would be required to
appear in the next hearing.
Addressing any potential
concerns, the advocate general

The Speaker expressed his
shock at the news of sudden
passing away of President
Raisi, describing him as a great
friend of Pakistan.

Recalling their recent
meeting during late President
Raisi's visit to Pakistan, the
Speaker highlighted their fruit-
ful discussions aimed at
strengthening

bilateral and parliamentary
cooperation.

He noted that President
Raisi was a strong proponent
of Pak-Iran partnership for re-
gional development. He also
mentioned the President's
statement about the

strong, heartfelt relations
between the people of both
countries, which still resonated
with him.

The Speaker on behalf of
the parliament and himself,

extended heartfelt condolences
to the government of Iran, the
families of the President, the
Foreign

Minister, and all others
who lost their lives in the inci-
dent, as well as to the people
of the brotherly nation of Iran
over the martyrdom of Iranian
]eadership in the helicopter
crash

Speaker Sadiq assured
that the government, parlia-
ment, and people of Pakistan
stand in solidarity with their
Iranian brethren in this time of
griefand pledged full support
and cooperation from Pakistan
to overcome this unimaginable
loss.

ISLAMABAD: Amhas sndor of Sweden to Pakistan Mr. Henrid Persson called on Minister of State for

clarified that the
hadno objections to the names
recommended by the court for
judges' appointment. Conse-
quently, the case hearing has
been adjourned until May 24.

[ Slamabad: Federal Miniser for Finance & Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangach was called on by
| Ambassador of Italy to Pakistan H.E. Ms. Marilina.

ITand

Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja.

Lady cop writes to CJP against harassment
by Khairpur police officmls

KHAIRPUR (INP): A lady
police officer has writtena let-
ter to the Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa to
get justice against harassment
by two police officers and ac-
countant at the SSP Office
Khairpur.

Lady police officer Mehak
Buzdar wrote in her letter that
Accountant Riaz Billu and two
other police officers were ha-
rassing her and repeatedly
transferring her.

She said in her letter that
despite multiple complaints to
SSP Khairpur Zubair Nazir
Shaikh, former SSP Samiullah
Soomro, and former DIG
Abdul Hameed Khoso via
‘WhatsApp, no action has been
taken against the harassers.

The lady police officer said

she faced frequent transfers
between the Sukkur DIG Of-
fice and Khairpur over the past
three months. The sources in
Sindh police said, lady police
officer Mehak Buzdar is be-
ing pressured to withdraw her
petition from the Sindh High
Court (SHC) and has been in-
structed by SSP Khairpur to
avoid media contact.

Mehak Buzdar has filed a
harassment petition against
Riaz Billu and two police of-
ficers in the SHC and claimed
that the accountant asked to
‘meet her personally and upon
refusal, she was transferred
multiple times over three
months.

She also exposed the
WhatsApp chat messages be-
tween her and the accountant

ln these chat messages,
SSP Khairpur Office Accoun-
tant Riaz harasses lady police
officer Mehak Buzdar by ac-
cusing her of not working and
only showing off. He threat-
ens to replace herwith another
officer, Asma in the chat mes-
sages.

In response, Mehak re-
minds him that she reported to
him yesterday, yet he still re-
placed her as he had men-
tioned. She questions why this
is happening, asking if it mat-
ters whether she performs her
duty inside the women's police
station or outside.

Civil society has demanded
that SSP Khairpur remove the
accused officers and conduct
aninquiry.




