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Twelve Illegal Immigrants Arrested at

GWADAR: As part
of an ongoing crackdown
onillegal immigration, the
Pakistan Coast Guards
apprehended twelve indi-
viduals from various pas-
senger coaches at the
Panwan check post in
Gwadar on Saturday.
These individuals were
attempting to cross into
Iran from Pakistan with-
out legal documents or
transit permissions, ac-
cording to security
sources. The arrests took
place during a routine in-
spection when Coast
Guard officers identified
theillegal i Pre-

Behram

als were planning to enter
Iran in search of better
economic opportunitics,
bypassing legal immigra-
tion channels.

Following their deten-
tion, the suspects were
handed over to the Fed-
cral Investigation Agency
(FIA) for further investi-
gation and legal proceed-
ings. The FIA will assess
the extent of the illegal
immigration network and
take necessary actions
against those involved in
facilitating this illegal
movement. A spokesper-
son for the Pakistan Coast
Guards the

Gwadar Check Post

Balocl

ing and illegal immigra-
tion. “The Pakistan Coast
Guards reiterate that such
operations will continue
with consistency torid our
homeland of the scourge
of trafficking. All avail-
able resources will be
fully utilized to achieve
this goal,” the spokesper-
son stated.

This operation high-
lights the ongoing efforts
of the Pakistan Coast
Guards to secure the
nation’s borders and pre-
vent illegal activities. Au-
thorities are intensifying
their vigilance and col-
lat ion with other law

liminary investigations re-
vealed that these individu-

force’s commitment to
combating human traffick-

enforcement agencies to
ensure that such incidents

are minimized in the fu-
ture. The apprehension of
these illegal immigrants
serves as a stern warning
to those considering un-
lawful routes for migra-
tion.

The Pakistan Coast
Guards and FIA remain
steadfast in their mission
to uphold the law and pro-
tect the integrity of the
country’s borders.

Every year, thousands
of poverty-hit youth make
abortive attempts to reach
European countries via
Iran and Turkey, with
many either caught in Iran
or Turkey while only a
few manage to reach their
destinations.

1.2 Million Deaths Annually Due to Smoking
in Pakistan, Says Chest Society President

QUETTA: Dr. Sheerin
Khan, President of the Pa-
kistan Chest Society Cen-
ter, has highlighted the
grave impact of smoking in
Pakistan, revealing that 1.2
million deaths occur annu-
ally due to smoking-related
causes. Speaking at a press
conference held at the
Quetta Press Club on Sat-
urday, Dr. Khan empha-
sized that over 69% of the
chemicals in cigarettes are
carcmogemc

r. Khan was accom-
panied by notable medical
professionals, including Dr.
Magbool Langove, Dr.
Nasir Azim, Dr. Mahmoud
Shahwani, Dr. Waheed
Shah, and Dr. Zia. He
stressed the detrimental
effects of smoking on
children’s health, particu-
larly when parents smoke.
“Children exposed to sec-
ondhand smoke suffer
from asthma, pneumonia,
and other diseases, and the
risks increase, leading to
conditions such as paraly-
sis,” Dr. Khan noted.

Citing statistics from
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), Dr. Khan
pointed out that more than
8 million people globally die
each year due to smoking,
with 7 million succumbing
directly to smokingand 1.2
million deaths attributed to
secondhand smoke expo-
sure. “Nicotine, a compo-
nent found in tobacco, af-
fects mood and creates a

Manan Mandokhai

temporary sensation of en-
ergy, but its effects quickly
wear off, leaving individu-
als feeling tired and rest-
less,” he explained.

Dr. Khan also dis-
cussed the broader health
impacts of smoking, in-
cluding a weakened im-
mune system, yellowing of
the skin, hair loss, poor
eyesight, and other dis-
eases.

“In Pakistan alone, the
treatment of smoking-re-
lated diseases costs more
than one and a half billion
rupees annually. These
funds could instead be di-
rected towards the
country’s construction and

development,” he said.
He called for a united
effort from all stakehold-
ers to combat the smoking
epidemic and reduce its
devastating effects on pub-
lic health.
“We must work to-
gether to address this issue
and protect future genera-
tions from the harmful
consequences of smok-
ing,” Dr. Khan urged.
The press conference
underscored the urgent
need for increased aware-
ness and stronger an
smoking measures to mif
gate the health crisis
caused by tobacco use in
Pakistan.

QUETTA:na
significant devel-
opment, security
forces and police
have apprehended
two terrorists
linked to the recent
attack on laborers
in Gwadar. This an-
nouncement was
made by Provincial
Home Minister Zia
Langove  and
Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) Po-
lice Operations
Aitzaz  Ahsan
Guraya during a
joint press confer-
ence on Friday
evening.

This break-
through represents
apivotal step in the
ongoing  fight
against terrorism in
Balochistan.

Addressing
the media, Home
Minister Langove

the se-

Key Accused in Gwadar Labourers Attack Arrested,

Says Balochistan Home Minister
Manan Mandokhail:

vere impact of terrorism on
the province.

“Over the past two de-
cades, thousands of secu-
ity personnel and civilians
have been victims of terror-
ism in Balochistan,”
Langove stated. He also ac-
cused neighboring countries
of instigating terrorist activi-
ties in the province, mislead-
ing the youth, and disrupt-
ing peace.

“Terrorism will not be
tolerated,” Langove de-
clared He reit-

crated the Chief Minister
firm stance that terrorism
unacceptable under any cir-
cumstances.

“There is no war of free-
dom in Balochistan; only
misguided youth influenced
by external forces,” he
added. Langove stressed
that the unrest is not a
struggle forrights but a con-
sequence of external ma-
nipulation.

Highlighting the pro-
vincial government’s efforts,

Chief Minister Sarfaraz Bugti
has ensured the rights of the
growers community are up-
held, dismissing claims of a
rights war in the region.

“This is not a war for
rights; it is a battle against
(ermnsm,” he affirmed.

In a message to the na-
tion, Langove announced, “1
congratulate the nation that
two terrorists involved in the
Gwadar attack have been ar-
rested.” He revealed that one
of the arrested individuals is
alocal from Gwadar. “This
success demonstrates our
unwavering commitment to
fighting terrorism alongside
our security forces,”
Langove asserted.

DIG CTD Aitzaz Ahsan
Guraya provided an update
on ongoing investigations,
stating that the probe into
the Nushki incident is in its
final stages.

“We are closing in on
the terrorists mvolved in the
recent alcohol-related inci-

Langove mentioned that

dent,” Guraya confirmed.

NEWS DESK:
The Supreme Court
on Saturday said
its decision to not
live-stream the pro-
ceedings in the
case of intra-court
appeals (ICAs)
moved by the fed-
eral government
against the court’s
September 15 ma-
jority judgment
striking  down
amendments to the
anti-graft laws was
due to concerns
about the facility
being politically
misused.

In 2022,
amendments were
made to the
country’s account-
ability laws by the
then-Pakistan
Democratic Move-
ment-led govern-
ment. The amend-
ments made several
changes to the Na-
tional Accountabil-
ity Ordinance
(NAO) 1999, in-
cluding reducing

A Y By
the term of the NAB chai
man and prosecutor general
tothree years, limiting NAB’s
jurisdiction to cases involv-
ing over Rs300 million, and
transferring all pending in-
quiries, investigations, and
trials to the relevant authori-
ties.
Imran had subse-
quenlly filed a petition in
the amend-

chief ministers and ministers
and provide an opportunity
to the convicted public of-
fice-holders to get their con-
victions undone.

The SC had reserved its
verdict in the case on Sep-
tember 5, 2023, after 53 hear-
ings, with the members ofa
three-judge bench debating
the power of parliament to
enact legislation with retro-

menl;. claiming that the
changes to the NAB law
were made to benefit the in-
fluential accused persons
and legitimise corruption.
The petition had
pleaded that the fresh
amendments tend to scrap
corruption cases against the
president, prime minister,

spective effect.

The apex court had sub-
sequently on Sept 15 or-
dered the restoration of cor-
ruption cases against public
office holders that were with-
drawn after amendments
were made to the country’s
accountability laws and de-
clared Imran’s plea to be

SC says apprehensions of political misuse dictated
decision not to llve-stream NAB amendments case

maintainable.

However, Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Facz
Isa had dropped hints in an
October 31, 2023, hearing as
the apex court took up intra-
court appeals (ICA) against
the Sept 15 judgement that
since earlier proceedings did
not to satisfy the require-
ments of the Supreme Court
(Practice and Procedure) Act
2023, proceedings in the mat-
ter could be started afresh if’
the counsel managed to
“make a solid case” for the
same.

Though it refused to
stay proceedings in corrup-
tion cases underway in ac-
countability courts, the apex
court restrained trial courts
from announcing their final
orders till the next hearing of
the appeals in the matter.

he apex court was
seized with a number of
ICAs moved by the federal
government as well as by a
private citizen Zuhair Ahmed
Siddiqui, who was an ac-
cused in a corruption case
but not a party to the chal-
lenges to the NAB amend-
ments case.
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By Arifa Noor:

Elections — man- But more important,
e SH/\KESPEARE may  aged ones — were held,  this crisis of the economy
Quetta Green Bus Promise: Govt Urged | nvecomeup wiatine and stae patronage. in - has weakened consen-
. . N for all times when he the shape of develop- susamongthe elite — an
to Turn Commitments into Action wrote “to be or not to ment funds, were shared elite which was willing to
o be”, but in Pakistan we  with politicians, which ~let the military establish-
Editori have found a dilemma then trickled downtothe ment be the primary
In a seemingly promising move to uplift transportation standards, the | just as important and people. The politicians, stakeholder at home be-
Balochistan government has unfolded plans for an extensive expansmn oflhe worthy of much debate. ~ give or takea few, fell in ~ cause of its ability to se-
green bus fleet. The visionary initiative, spearheaded by Di Ahmg _ We have been won- line in that despite con- cure rents from abroad.
Khan, CEO of Balochistan Public Private Partnership (BPPP), mmmm:roducc dering whether or not stant refrains of unfair And if this primary role
25 additional eco- fnendly buses to the streets of Quetta. However, as the | this past year and what and rigged elections, meant that the latier in-
government unveils plans, the pressing question looms — will these promises | it brought'in politics was  political parties generally - tervened in politics, dis-
translate mlonnglble improvements for the provincial capital’s long-suffering | unprecedented. Isit sim-  opted tosit in parliament. - rupted the political pro-
commuter: ply more of the same aka Other than arguing cess and dominated
‘Green Bus Expansion Now A Long Standing Demand 2018 main bhi yehi hua  that this was importan policymaking, so be it.
Originally sanctioned by former Chief Minister Jam Kamal Khan, the plan | tha, or have the excesses - for strengthening the The judiciary would
now gaining momentum under the current adminisiration, underscoring the | against a political party  parliamentary process, - provide legal cover, the
government’s and With | touched new heights —  this also suited indi- politicians would take
an ambitious target of dcp]oymg 100 grccn buses across Quetta in the immi- | or should it be lows?  vidual parliamentarians, - part in elections and pro-
nent months, the expansion spans beyond the city center, promising relief to Atthis rate, this dis-  inall parties, whoneeded - videa form of legitimacy.
residents in areas like Hazara Town, Marriabad, Samungli Road, Sariab Cus- | cussion will continue as access to patronage, Even the business elite
tom, Nawan Killi, and other vital parts of Quetta. we enter 2024 because  which was routed would pay homage to
Expansion Of Project Directly Responds To Public Demand: Dr. Faisal | we Pakistanis believe in - through the forum.  * the “stability’ brought
Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan asserts that this expansion directly responds to | carrying our baggage However, this politi- - about. This allowed the
the persistent public demand for enhanced transportation facilities. The stark | ithus, aswe doour cir- ~cal consensus —ifit can ~ establishment to enjoy
reality, however, reveals that currently, a meager eight buses operate from | cular debts. Butinstead be called that — has legitimacy and claim it

The centre cannot hold

down which followed in
2023,

This absence of
consensus is not just
visible in the judiciary,
which has more than
once given decisions
that have made the
establishment’s ‘plans’
(or scripts) difficult to
implement, but also in
the reluctance of politi-
cians to fall in line.

Forming the king’s
party is not the walk in
the park it used to be
because state patronage
is not proving enough to
muster the numbers
needed to secure victo-
ries.

And as the popu-
lace, for the reasons
‘mentioned, is also opt-
ing for parties such as
the PTI (in mainstream
areas such as Punjab),
electables are being
forced to choose be-
tween the people — or
lhcir choicc of party

establishment has turned
to harsher tactics, as it
faces loss of legitimacy,
not just among the
people but also the po-
litical elite, who were ear-
lier willing to play second
fiddle.

Ask any PTI politi-
cian who has to contest
an election and he will
explain that while the es-
tablishment is pressur-
ing him to switch sides,
the voters have warned
him that he can only win
if he stands firm. And
there are no solutions to
this equation, it seems.

The point of this
spiel was not just to ex-
plain that what is unprec-
edented is the fragile
consensus which had
existed earlier among the
elite. In fact, it is also to
argue that the ‘heavy-
handedness” in display
may not end soon. As
the economic crisis in-
tensifies and the frag-
of the elite

Balochistan University to Belili Airport Road, laying bare the glaring inad- | ofa recap of the year that = been weakeninginrecent  had the people’s sup-
equacy in green bus availability. passed, let me try and years as the economy port. K

Caretaker Prime Minister Anwar ul Hag Kakar's recent proclamation, vow- | offera slightly different, s faltered. The inflow However, this
ingan additional 100 green buses for Balochistan, signifies the government’s | or zara hat kai, version ~ ofaid has been reducing; - started changing in the
purported dedication to elevating public transportation standards in the re- | of what we have been  there is less money to  post- raf period

gion. While commendable in words, the onus now falls on Chief Secretary | experiencing for the past ~ spare and share, while  as rents began to dry up.
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan to ranslate these verbal commitments into | few years, and what re-  the expenses of the  Perhaps one can argue

swift and substantive action. allyis ‘unprecedented’. ~ state/ government con-  that from the 2013 PML~
CS Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan Can Play A Key Role Pakistan has  tinue to grow. N term onwards, inter-
Commendations for the government’s scemingly progressive approach | evolved as a country  The absence of re- vention in politics and

must be met with an urgent plea for Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan's | Which has become used - form means the economy - the resultant instability
decisive leadership in ensuring efficient execution. Quetta’s residents, long | tolivingon international - is not growing, while the - has gamnered more and
fatigued by the lack of a dependable public transportation system, now de- | rents, thanks to our needs of the populace more criticism from soci-
‘mand more than promises — they demand a concrete reality. The introduction | geostrategic position. ~continue to explode. ety and within the elite
of green buses holds the potential to alleviate the longstanding commuting | From AyubKhan’s deci-  Urbanisation and the because in the absence
challenges, creating a pathway to a more sustainable and accessible future for | sion to join the Western - youth bulge add to the — of international rents, it
the people of Balochistan. bloc to the two Afghan problems; the existing is hard to camouflage the
‘The call for action is not merely a suggestion; it’s a critical imperative, and | Wars, we picked friends patronage system can  instability that interven-

the responsibility squarely rests with Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan to | and allies who came only cater to a limited tions cause in politics.
lead the way in turning promises into tangible, transformative actions. bearing gifts in the form  number. Theimpact this ~~ With the economic
ofaid and dollars, which has had on politics in crisis intensifying, criti-
oy e . were then used to make  terms of new parties and — cism has simply grown in
Fertlllser Slleld the cconomy grow ~ movements is an issue the wake of the clash
y and ‘buy’ legitimacy for which continues to be with the PTL beginning
" . . the unelectable leaders discussed time and with its removal from
By Aijaz A. Nizamani: ruling us. again. power and the crack-

|h1§ was PML-Nin 2018,
itis PTIin 2023.

This is one reason
for the harsh measures
we have been witness-

mprisonment, torture,
{hreats to family and
business. If this meant
disqualification and im-
prisonment for the PML~
N 2017 onwards, it has
at present led to (empo-

continues, the establish-
ment will turn more au-
thoritarian, as it
struggles to maintain its
dominance.

In the short term,
there might not be a
change in this larger
policy unless there is a
quick (miraculous) injec-
tion of funds which can
restore —even partially

the earlier system.
The targets may change

ances for thcm in the
PTI as well as
kidnappings of family
members and raids on
their homes.

In other words, the

but the repressive mea-
sures, I fear, are here to
stay, unless all the play-
ers are willing to sit
down and chalk out a
new consensus.

Wear s e mow Bittom s ot sracmenecing - A gy jpvitation to embrace reason

important dietary com- the Ministry of Indus- as the loss of valuable
ponent in food con- tries and Production, the time. They are unable to | By Jawed Naqvi:
sumed in Pakistan. The Ministry of Petroleum, provide crops with vital | —
same is reflected in  the Oil & Gas Regula- plantnutrients whenthey | g b\ o Bachchan, ~ Sachin emony for the Ayodhya
Pakistan’s cultivation tory Authority, the Cabi- are critically needed, re- rime Minister Tepdulkar and Virat temple by Mr Modi, also
trends, with over 22 mil- ~nef Division, the Minis-  sultingin loss of produc- | Modi leads the inaugu- Kohli who have been in- on Aug 3.

lion acres of farmland — - try of Food Securityand  tion, which is ultimately | ration of the Ram temple  vited to the inauguration Nehru had strongly
‘more than 50 per cent of Research and the Min- met through wheat im- | in Ayodhya this month in Ayodhya. warned the UP chiefmin-
the cropped area — allo-  istry of Finance. orts. built on the rubble of Communist Party ister that the communal
cated to wheat crops in Since their bureau- The fertiliser sub- | the Babri masjid upon chief Sitaram Yechury strife triggered

i
the winter. The winter crats get caught up in sidy is not provided to | the supreme court’s di- has turned down the in-  Ayodhya by the officially
season is when fertiliser — turf wars, making timely ~farmers but to fertiliser | rectives —another land- vitation, saying he aided but surreptitious
requirements peak, and  decisions is not pos- plants— in other words, | mark mosque in the wouldn’t want to be a installation of idols in-
fertiliser plants have to ~sible. Eachyear, delayed  to industrialists. The ra- | sights of the old parlia- part of any political ex- side the Babri masjid in
compete with power government decisions tionale provided for this | ment house is gasping ploitation of religion. 1949 would have an ad-
plants for natural gas in  on setting gas prices for arrangement is that it ul- | for the luck of the turkey = Sonia Gandhi is also in-  verse impact on relations
order to produce nitrog- fertiliser plants also re- timately helps farmers. | at the White House. A vited, reports say, but with Jammuand Kashmir,

enous fertiliser. sultin bottlenecks inthe However, as the experi- | solitary birdis tradition- she too would likely a likely reference to
However, dwindling value chain. Gas supply ence every year shows, | ally spared the knife on forgothe visit on similar ~ Sheikh Abdullah’s sup-

domestic supplies and bottlenecks give rise to it does not work that way, | Thanksgiving Day, a grounds. port for India’s secular

increased competition in ~ discrimination: the Com- s farmers invariably pay | symbol of the "US The influential promise as opposed to

the international market ~petition C: of more than president’s invitees might want to religiously conceived

for natural gas have Pakistan is often ap- prices for their require- The Sunchri Bagh look beyond the Hindu- Pakistan.

made these competing proached by plants that ments. Some studies | mosque has enjoyed the  Muslim chasm, some real With the Kashmir

demands nearly impos- do not receive enough done by the Pakistan In- | status of a heritage butmostly cookedup,to and Ayodhya moves,
sible for Pakistani supplyofgas, whileoth- stitute for Development | monument of Delhi, but ~ glean less familiar facts Modi ground Nehru’s
policymakers tomanage. ers are reportedly Economics also show | the citymunicipality has about Lord Ram in India idea of India into dust.
Invariably, bureaucrats favoured. that the fertiliser subsidy | proposed to raze it to and abroad, and about That the Ayodhya
and politicians make a The impact of this does not significantly | ease traffic on the road ~the enrichment of Hindu mosque was destroyed
mess of the situation, mismanagement is seen impact food costs for the | frequented by V! is- motifs and cultural ex- onDec6, 1992, drowned
and the high cost of their  in the small-town mar- poor. The logical ques- | toric mosques in pressions by Muslim out an important day in
mess is passed on to kets of rural Pakistan, tionis: why not do away | Varanasi and Mathura, writers, old and new. the Dalit calendar— the
consumers and produc- where farmers are pay- with the subsidy alto- | on the other hand, are There’s no gainsaying death anniversary of
ersalike. Itisnosurprise ing between Rs5,000 gether when both con- | facing the fate that be- that general elections are  Dalit leader Dr Bhimrao
that the country imports and Rs5,500 fora bagof sumers and producers | fell the Babri masjid. ~ due in May, and the Ambedkar.

millions of tonnes of ureain the black market, (farmers) do not get the Amongthe Sunehri event in Ayodhya is Gandhiji pleaded
wheat worth hundreds which is supposed to be ~ value it is paid for? Bagh mosque’s historic ~primed to mobilise gull-  with Ambedkar to join his
ofmillions of dollars ev-  sold at Rs3,250 this sea- Since farmers are net | claims is the fact that ible voters. efforts to press for a
ery year. The current son. The situation was losers in this subsidy re- | Maulana Hasrat Mohani Two dates are im- Temple Eniry law that
year’s budget has allo- no different under the gime, it is they who | slept and prayed there portant to bear in mind, would remove the
cated Rs30 billion for PTI government when should demand a liberal | when attendingthe con- one that seeks to Brahmanical bar on
fertiliser subsidies. This farmers queued all day fertliser importand export | stituent assembly. The ~conflate muscular Hindu- Dalits entering Hindu
subsidy is used to pay to receive just two bags mechanism. It looks like | maulana wouldn’t take ism with muscular na- temples. Ambedkar de-
for cheap gas to fertiliser of fertiliser, Industry even fertiliser manufac- | money for his stay even tionalism, and the other ~scribed his community as
plants, which, in return, ~sources say the country turers are not averse toa | from the Communist dsdlhmlyvcllcd assault ‘Depressed Classes’ and
are supposed to provide has enough plant capac- market-based mecha- | Party of which he was on a campaign to expel refused Gandhi’s over-
their urea and phos- ity to produce more nism: they believe they | member as he went on caste hierarchies from ture in February 1933.
phatic fertiliser products ~ fertiliser than needed by ~can export fertiliser under | political errands often Hi i The decision hasn’t lost
at administered rates to local farmers. So, why sucharegime, bringingin | riding pillion on a importance.

farmers through their are wheat farmers forced  as much as $500m in for- Lumx'ddc s bicycle. the target in the first in- Ambedkar’s reply:
distribution networks. to buy from the black eign exchange. Free im- With this mosque in ~stance. “The Depressed Classes
The list of ministries and market each yearin win- ports and an export facili- | the crosshairs ofa right- The dismantling of ~ think that the surest way
bureaucracies involved ter, especially fora crop ~tation policy would goa | wing government, this the special status of ~of elevation lies in edu-
in the disbursement of as important as wheat? long way towards im- | New Year column hopes Jammu and Kashmir on  cation, higher employ-
this subsidy is mind- The price differential is proving food security | to offer a handy fact Aug 5, 2019, was fol- ment and better ways of
boggling. For a com- not the only issue: pro- while cuttingout meddle- | sheet on a truer India to lowed next year by a ecarninga living. ... Pro-
paratively low figure of ducers also suffer from ~some bureaucracies. celebrities like Amitabh ~ ground-breaking cer- ceedingon these lines ...

they will not spend their

resources on such an

empty thing as Temple
ntry.”

o

Ambedkar  re-
counted how Europeans
barred Indians from en-
tering their clubs, and
also noted that Indians
didn’t grovel to be al-
lowed in. “Why should
an Untouchable beg for
admission in a place
from which he has been
excluded by the arro-
gance of the Hindus? ...
He is prepared to say to
the Hindus: To open or
not to open your
temples is a question for
you to consider and not
for me to agitate.”
Ambedkar en masse
converted his commu-
nity to Buddhism.

As for the Muslims,
they were by far more in”
dulgent to Hindu culture
and religion than
Ambedkar could be. In
fact, it’s difficult to find
a Muslim writer who
didn’t express respect
and adulation for Hindu
traditions. From Wali
Dakhani (1667-1707),
whose grave was flat-
tened during the Gujarat
pogroms, with a road
built over it, to Mir and
Ghalib, Igbal to Hasrat
Mohani and Majaz,
there’s no dearth of af-
fection for Hindu motifs.

Ram was Igbal’s
Imam-i-Hind. Krishna
was Nazir Akbarabadi’s
muse. Muslim scholars
translated the epics of

mayana an,
Mahabharata into Urdu
and Persian during
Mughal rule.
Rahi Masoom Raza

penned the popular se-
rial of Mahabharata for
Doordarshan, watched
with keen interest in
Lahore with the help of
good TV antennae. We
should translate Reema
Abbasi’s book into In-
dian languages about the
Hindu temples of Paki-
stan. It’s an eye-opener.

Tonce accompanied
BJP politicians Sushma
Swaraj and K.R. Malkani
tothe Katasraj temple off
the Lahore-Islamabad
highway. She offered
prayers at the well-pre-
served ancient temple as
the atheist Malkani
watched with amuse-
ment. Swaraj later
danced at Basant revel-
ries on the crowded ter-
race in Lahore where
Benazir Bhutto had just
finished celebrating the
advent of spring.

Muslims are not
blameless, of course.
‘When puritan minders at
the Islamic affairs’ min-
istry in Dubai protested
a Hindu temple in the
1980s, the protesters
were fired, and the temple
preserved. A Hindu
temple is coming up now
in Abu Dhabi, for which
Mr Modi has predictably
taken credit.

A 17th-century
temple in Iran’s Bandar
Abbas port city is thriv-
ing under thé Muslim
clergy’s rule, as is the
Sikh gurdwara in Tehran,
quaintly called Masjid-i-
Hindan. It would be
good for India if during
the prayers in Ayodhya
a bit of history is also
remembered with the al-
lure of mythology.

Mass extinction

By Aisha Khan:

T R jargon filled and techni-  systems and destroyed The blame game at ne- preted to mean that giv-  we willingas citizens and
HE end of the 28th ‘cal in its approach that the environment on gotiations has gone on ingup fossil fuelsis tan- societies to give up on
session of the Confer- attimes it loses sight of planet Earth. Today, with ~for 28 years. Perhaps it tamount to goingback to current consumption
enceof Parties in Decem-  the here and now, be- advancements in science s time to take more indi-  the cave age. Seen in a patterns to embrace a
ber 2023 moved the coming and life ex- vidual broader perspective, low-carbon-footprint
needle forward on cli- ]ualond] and sumcumca pectancy has increased, combine the twotosave perhaps it suggests that lifestyle? After all, it is
‘mate action but notat the ~capricious. progress in communica- our species. Achange in  no one is quite ready yet ~ possible to curtail supply

pace needed to avert the i mod-  tion has trans con- mayalsoal- to give up on lifestyles by reducing demand.

Sixth mass extinction. As e humans emerged nectivity and creature ter thinking and help in supported by fossil fuel. Data demonstrates
eco-anxiety grows and around 200,000 years comforts have enhanced ~finding solutions faster. This applies to people ~that modern food sys-
optimists” “iry T 01 proces of evo- life quality beyond imagi- The dilemma facing from all tiers of s tems drive 90 per cent of
rationalise lution from ancestral nation. the world is not only across sectors, institu- deforestation and 60pc of
progress, with the mhcr» Homo sapiens dating Tronically, all thishas  about how to reduce tions and affiliations. biodiversity loss, and

ent constraints of multi- back six million years. come at the cost of de- carbon emissions; in The outcry every account for 70pc of the
lateral processes, the Civilisation aswe know velopment that has fact, itismoreabouthow year at climate summits  world’s use of freshwa-
clock keeps ticking, re- it started around 6,000 turned intoan existential to retain existing is on the ascendant, and ter. Overall, food systems
minding us of the perils ~Years back and the ad-  threat. The main culprit lifestyles without com- disappointment out- alone contribute to over
and predilections of Ventofthe industrial age for disrupting planetary promising on quality or = shines hope. However, one-third of global

duction by 28pc. And

yet only 1-2pc of the

world population is ve-
an.

“The list of possible
individual actions is as
long as the list of com-
mitments made by na-
tions at climate summits.

Extinction is not a
new phenomenon on
planet Earth. There have
been five previous mass
extinctions. Many re-
searchers argue that we
are in the middle of a
sixth mass extinction.
The common dcnom a-

change and the timescale ~ began in 1850. balance are changing the 1 ques- torinall pr s -
for keeping life systems In the span of 173 gases. patterns. tion that holds the key By going vegan the glo- tions was a drasuc
alive. years, humans have suc- As we enter 2024, it AtCOP28 Sultanal- to the climate conun- bal population could re- change in the carbon

The conversation cessfully landed on the is important to put some ~ Jaber earned flak for his drum remains unan- duce greenhouse gas
on climate has become so moon but degraded eco-  things in perspective. —statement that was inter- swered. How much are emissions from food pro-

cycle. The Permian-Tri-
assic Extinction that

took place 250m years
ago was the largest mass
extinction event in
Earth’s history, affecting
a range of species. The
loss of biodiversity
ended all life. Today, the
overgrowth and trans-
formative behaviour of a
single species is destroy-
ing habitats and un-
leashinga crisis. A Euro-
pean Commission mod-
elling study shows likely
extinction of 27pc of
plants and animals by
2100. This continued dis-
ruption in the biosphere
poses an extinction
threat to one-half of
Earth’s higher life forms
by the turn of the cen-
tury.
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Over 62,000 Pakistani pilgrims arrive
in Saudi Arabia

MAKKAH

AL-
MUKARRAMAH
(INP): The Pakistan
Hajj Mission (PHM)
has welcomed 62,148
pilgrims in Madinah
and Makkah under
both government and
private schemes since
the start of the month-
long pre-Hajj flight
operation on May 9,
the Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs reported
on Saturday.
“So far, 46,648 pil-
ims have arrived via
185 flights under the
government scheme,
while 15,500 have ar-
rived under the private
scheme,” said
Muhammad Umer
Butt, a spok for

the next nine days, he
added. This year, the
PHM will host over
70,105 pilgrims under
the government
scheme and more than
80,000 under the pri-
vate scheme.

Currently, over
13,000 pilgrims have
arrived in Saudi Arabia
under private schemes.
With the cooperation of
Saudi  authorities,
around 33,500 Paki-
stani pilgrims have vis-
ited Riaz Al-Jannah in
Madinah.

The PHM is utiliz-
ing mobile apps, two
toll-free helplines, and
four WhatsApp num-
bers to address pil-

pilgrims, with 322 doc-
tors and medical staff
on duty.

The PHM’s main
hospitals are equipped
with modern facilities,
including ambulances,
laboratories, X-ray
machines, ultrasound
machines, ECG ma-
chines, minor operat-
ing theatres and sepa-
rate wards for men
and women.

Atotal of 511 Hajj
Moavineen, including
Pakistani civilians and
uniformed personnel,
are working to provide
pilgrims with travel,
accommodation, and
food facilities.

The Ministry of

ligious Affairs has

the Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs.

An  additional
22,090 Pakistani pil-
grims are expected to
arrive in Makkah over

grims’

Additionally, the
spokesman said two
central hospitals and a
dozen dispensaries in
the Haram are provid-
ing medical facilities to

152 officers and sup-
porting staff working
in various depart-
ments, including the
control room, Madinah
and Jeddah airports,

the lost and found de-
partment, the Madinah
departure cell, the
monitoring cell, and the
accounts and adminis-
tration departments.

In the past 23
days, 122 pilgrims have
been reunited with their
families, and 770 dis-
located bags and
purses, as well as 169
wheelchairs, have
been returned to their
owners.

The Ministry has
resolved 570 food-re-
lated complaints, 1,450
accommodation com-
plaints, and 388 trans-
portation complaints
durmg this period.

he Haram
Guldes, deployed at
the entrance points of
the Haram ¢ Makki,
have provided guid-
ance to pilgrims 24,639
times in reaching their
destinations.

ISLAMABAD: German delegation led by head of development cooperation Sebastian Paust called on|
[PM’s Coordinator on Climate change Romina Khurshid Alam at her office.

Concern over increase in forest
fire incidents

LAHORE (INP): Emer-
gency Services Depart-
ment Secretary Dr.
Rizwan Naseer ex-
pressed serious concern
over the unprecedented
89% increase in forest
fire incidents from 199
last years to 377 inci-
dents so farin 2024.

He expressed the
concerns while review-
ing the monthly emer-
gencies data and perfor-
mance of all districts of
Punjab on Saturday.

he Divisional
Emergency Officers
(DivEOs), District Emer-
gency Officers (DEOs)
and Officers from Emer-
gency Services Head-
quarters (HQs) partici-
pated in this operational
review meeting.

All DEOs shared
operational performance
of their districts while
discussing major emer-
gencies, challenges,
case studies, lessons

learnt and initiatives from
their respective districts.

r Rizwan Naseer
emphasized coordinated
efforts for timely detec-
tion of such incidents at
initial phase for swift re-
sponse and effective
fi reﬁghtmg and control.

traffic accidents, 5,017
crime incidents, 4,814 fire
incidents including 152
forest fires, 3,842 deliv-
ery cases, 2,191 occupa-
tional injuries, 1,305 ani-
‘mal rescue, 156 drown-
ing cases, 52 structural
collapses and 9,704 mis-

in

es-
cue firefighters of
Murree, Chakwal,
Narowal & Rawalpindi
for extinguishing chal-
lenging forest fires tak-
ing several days of ef-
forts in extreme weather,
burning forest flames and
suffocating smoke.

The  Provincial
Monitoring  Officer
briefed that Rescue 1122
rescued 195,696 victims
while responding to
204,930 emergencies
across Punjab during
Ma;

ay.

He said that out of
204,930 emergencies,
137,584 were medical

65 road

Punjab.

He was also ap-
prised that Punjab Emer-
gency Service re-
sponded to 4,814 fire in-
cidents including 152
forest fire operations in
May in which a majority
of forest fire incidents
took place in Murree i.e.
26, followed by 24 forest
fire incidents in Chakwal,
18 in Narowal, 17 in
Rawalpindi & 16 in
Gujrat. He also briefed
that 363 people died in
40,265 Road Traffic
Crashes in Punjab in the
last month. Out of these
traffic accidents, the ma-
jority of traffic accidents,

8,633 occurred in Lahore
inwhich 36 people died.
Similarly, 2,828 RTCs in
Faisalabad, 2475 RTCs in
Multan, 2,262 in
Gujranwala, 1,650 in
Rawalpindi and 1477 in
Sheikhupura while the
remaining 20,920 acci-
dents took place in 30
districts of Punjab.

Dr. Rizwan Naseer

ice President China Aerospace Science & Technology|
[Corporation, Mr, Lin Yiming dlscussmg their successful joint endeavor to produce a satellite to|
bolster Pakistan’s internet and communication infrastructure.

[CHINA: Planning Minister, Ahsan Iqbal and

CM Maryam says police must control crime
as she accountable to 1.3bn people

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz asserted tha po-
lice must control crime as
she was answerable to
1.3 blllmn people of
Punjal

PunJ ab CM chaired
a special session to re-
view the law and order
situation across the
province.

During the session,
Punjab Inspector Gen-
eral Usman Anwer pro-
vided a briefing on the
state of law and order as
well as police perfor-
mance  throughout

njab.

CM Nawaz issued
directives to the police
force, emphasizing their
responsibility in control-
ling crime as she was ac-
countable to the 1.3 bil-
lion people of Punjab.
Eliminate no-go areas in

Punjab She stressed the

controling nter-provin-
ial

no-go areas and reduc-
ing the crime rate under
all circumstances.

She highlighted the

No loadshedding if

there's no power theft
‘M Nawaz also ad-

dressed the issue of

public's prioritization of power theft, saying
security over reformsand  there  will  be  no
in times of ing if power

rising crime and public
ignore the progress.

Acknowledging the
sacrifices made by the
police, CM Nawaz af-
firmed that government's
has provided all neces-
sary resources to police
and demanded improved
performance of police to
combat crimes.

She  announced
plans to implement a sys-
tem for reviewing police
performance to combat
corruption effectively.
She revealed the con-
struction of 14 special
checkpoints aimed at

theft was controlled.
She stressed to follow
D.G Khan as amodel in
the eradication of power
theft. She commended
the 50% reduction in
theft in Lahore and set
deadlines for controlling
robbery incidents in
Sheikhupura.

She instructed con-
tinued swift action
against drug trafficking
and aerial firing, under-
scoring the elimination
of political interference
in police affairs.

CM Nawaz empha-
sized the

of District Police Officers
(DPOs) in rooting out
corrupt and criminal ele-
ments within their dis-
tricts.

Lastly, the estab-
lishment of beggar bar-
racks across Punjab's
jails was agreed upon
during the session.

The session was at-
tended by Senior Pro-
vincial Minister
Marriyyum Aurangzeb,
Senator Pervez Rasheed,
Chief Secretary Zahid
Akhtar Zaman, IG
Punjab, additional in-

spector general special
branch, DIG operations,
CCPO, and others.

All Regional Police
Officers (RPOs), City
Police Officers (CPOs),
and District Police Offic-
ers (DPOs) participated
in the session via video
link.

THQ Balakot staff becomes mafia,
threats senior journalist

BALAKOT (INP):

The staff of Tehsil
Headquarter (THQ)
Hospital has become
mafia, threatened and
attempted to torture
senior journalist over
inquiring

about the adminis-
trative drawbacks.
According to details,

INP, Bilal Ishfaq went
to THQ Hospital
Balakot to get his den-
tal issue.

Firstly, Senior
Pharmacy Technician
Mushtaq hailing from
Bissian area misbe-
haved with the journal-

ist.
When, Bilal talked

= 1 il

to other staff to get
the matter resolved,
they instead of looking
into the issue sup-
ported their colleague.
Mushtaq extended
severe

threats to senior
Jjournalist and even at-
tempted to thrash
him. However, the
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patients present in the
hospital foiled the at-
mpt.

It should be men-
tioned here that entire
staff of THQ is com-
mission mafia. The
doctor have set the
commission with own-
ers of medical stores
and the prescribe.

i Bitvarsemen

phicgraghs,

d serious con-
cern over the unprec-
edented 152 forest fires
in previous month in

andaminiopa

-I o a:umn' Wl be amariainad shar dus deta, Pretarance wil be gives to expariencad and profassionally guatiad
il

Indonesia willlng to send peacekeeping
troops to Gaza: President Prabowo

JAKARTA  (INP):
Indonesia’s president-
elect, Prabowo
Subianto, said on Satur-
daythat his country was
willing to send peace-
keeping troops to en-
forcea
ceasefire in Gaza if
required.
Speaking at the
Shangri-La Dialogue,
Asia’s premier security
conference, Prabowo
said U.S. President Joe

[LONDON: Federal Mil

Biden’s three-phase pro-
posal for a ceasefire in
Gaza

was a step in the
right direction.
‘When needed and
when requested by the
U.N., we are prepared to
contribute significant
peacekeeping forees to
maintain and monitor this
prospective ceasefire

as well as providing
protection and security
to all parties and to all

=

Prabowo said.

72-year-old
former special forces
general and current Indo-
nesian defence minister
takes on the presidency
of the world’s most
populous Muslim nation
in October.

He said President
Joko Widodo had in-
structed him to an-
nounce that Indonesia
was also ready “to
evacuate, to receive and

sides,”
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May 9 mastermind should be
punished: Kundi

LAHORE (INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi on Saturday said
the May 9 mastermind should
be the first to be punished, as
he called

for holding those account-
able for the violence perpe-
trated on that day.

Talking to media persons
at the mausoleum of Allama
Igbal, he said the PTI were not

again called for holding the
planners, facilitators and ex-
ecutioners of May 9 violence
accountable and

warned that the country
would remain hostage to the
elements hatching conspiracies
in case of a failure. Kundi said
the PTI was even distancing
themselves from the person
operating the X account, add-

ing that th(.y were in habit of pra

taking for the post
shared on X and, at the same
time,

avoided deleting the same.

He was referring to the
post shared on the official ac-
count of PTI founding chair-
man Imran Khan, in which he
has been equated with Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

The latest remarks come
after the military on Thursday

the crime and re-
sorting to wailing simulta-
neously.

They want to come into
power yet again just like they
had in the past, he remarked.
Kundi said they were ready if
the PTI wanted to hold talks
with the
democratic forces, but he
wasn’t in a position to say any-
thing if the aim was to use the

Cornelius Conference 2024.

{ LA
LAHORE: Federal Minister Law and Justice, Mr. Azam Nazeer Tarrar, addressing the Justice AR|

establishment’s shoulders to
grab power again.
At the same time, he said
that the Governor’s House
won’t become part of any con-
spiracy and noted that the PTI
was a political party. Criticising
the language used by Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur,
Kundi said no one could stop
anyone from moving freely, but
d him for arguing his
case with arguments at the
Special Investment Facilitation
Council meeting held earlier in
the week.

About the latest drop in
fuel prices where the direc-
tives issued by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif were ignored,
Kundi said the rates had bccn
slashed by Rs4 and
further cut of Rs15 would also
take place.

FBR faces Rs33bn tax revenue shortfall,
needs Rs1,289bn in June

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) is grappling with a tax
revenue shortfall of Rs33 bil-
lion for the current financial
year.

From July 2023 to May
2024, the FBR collected
Rs8,126 billion, slightly below
the target of Rs8,159 billion in-
tended to be collected for the
11 months of this financial
year, according to informed
sources.

To achieve the overall tax
revenue target of Rs9,415 bil-
lion for the fiscal year, the FBR
must now collect an additional
Rs1,289 billion in June.

Despite this daunting task,
there are positive indicators in
the revenue collection trends.
Compared to the first 11

months of the previous fiscal
year, there has been a remark-
able 31% increase in tax rev-
nue.

Moreover, the FBR ex-
ceeded its revenue target for
May 2024 by Rs15 billion, col-
lecting Rs760 billion against a
target of Rs745 billion. This
performance in May provides
some optimism as the FBR
approaches the final month of
the fiscal year with a substan-
tial collection target.

The government has intro-
duced a proposal in the upcom-
ing budget to levy new taxes
on various sectors while abol-
ishing certain exemptions. De-
spite the reservations of the
IME, the proposal aims to give
tax exemptions to certain sec-
tors in the budget.

o

The proposal outlines an
increase in the annual income
tax exemption limit by
Rs300,000, potentially raising
the exemption threshold to in-
come worth Rs900,000 per
year.

.
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Resilient energy can save 175,000 lives, contribute
$296m to Pakistan's economy: UNICEF

ISLAMABAD (INP): A new re-
port by UNICEF finds that ensur-
ing a con: nt energy supply
for health facilities in Pakistan
could save over 175,000

lives by 2030 and contribute
US$296 miilion to the economy by
2044.

The report, titled "Reliable
energy to save 175,000 lives,
boost Pakistan's economy," em-
phasizes the importance of "resil-
ient energy” - reliable, flexible,

and accessible power that
can withstand disruptions like
power outages and floods.

This type of energy supply
is crucial for improving health,
education, and water services
across Pakistan. The study, con-
ducted by the Economist Impact

nit,

estimates that investing in
resilient energy could yield re-
turns up to three times the initial
investment.

The report highlights ben-
efits beyond just healthcare. Pro-
viding stable electricity to schools
could reduce dropout rates and

improve learning outcomes,

potentially adding US$2 3
billion to the economy by 2040.
This is particularly relevant con-
sidering Pakistan's recent decla-
ration of an education emergency,

where millions of children are
out of school. Resilient energy
could also power nearly 20% of
off-grid schools in two provinces.

Pakistan has faced extreme
heatwaves recently, with tempera-
tures exceeding 50 degrees Cel-
sius. This strains the power grid
and makes it difficult to maintain
cooling systems in hospitals and
schools, endangering children's
health.

"Children rely on schools,
health centers, and safe drinking
water, but these facilities often
lack a stable electricity supply,”
said Abdullah Fadil, UNICEF Rep-
resentative in Pakistan.

"The current heatwave has
pushed electricity needs to their
limits, threatening children's
health. This research highlights
the need for resilient energy so-
lutions that protect children's

lives and boost the economy."

The lack of reliable power is
a global issue, with 3.5 billion
people lacking access, mostly in
developing countries.

Power outages disrupt criti-
cal services like surgeries and
clean water supplies. Climate
change further complicates the
situation, as seen in the 2022 Pa-
kistan floods where nearly half of
the water infrastructure was dam-
aged.

UNICEF has been working to
restore water systems using
smarter designs, with new wells
built above projected flood levels
tominimize damage.

The UNICEF study con-
cludes that fully utilizing resilient
energy can improve water quality
and supply in remote areas, re-
duce power outages, protect chil-
dren from diseases, and enhance
agricultural productivity.

These improvements can sig-
nificantly benefit families and
communities across Pakistan,
paving the way for a more stable
and prosperous future.

Supreme Court sends anti-smuggling law
to Parliament for review

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Supreme Court of | Pakls(an has
sent the Anti Act

However, the
budget also includes measures
to increase tax duties on im-
ported goods and GST on food
items. Notably, it suggests an
18% GST on baby milk, medl-
cal and surgi

1977 to the Parliament for re-
view with recommendation of
amendment in

the law on Saturday. The
apex court in its verdict said
that the anti ing law has

Law and Justice Commission,
Secretary Law and the Attor-
ney General of Pakistan.

Referring a case, the court
said that the Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) in a complaint in
year 1998 said that a man
Ubaid Khan made property
with i

imported dekdgcd food. Thm.
are also plans to abolish with-
holding tax, remove sales tax
exemptions, and raise customs
duty rates. Furthermore, the
proposal recommends increas-
ing the GST rate on solar pan-
els, which could impact the re-
newable energy sector.

Citizens applaud China’s role in
Pakistan’s satellite missions

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
people from countrywide have
expressed their gratitude for
China’s support in launching
Pakistani satellites into space.
According to Gwadar Pro,
after the successful deployment
of back to back two space sat-
ellites ICUBE-Q and PAKSAT
MM-1, they expressed their ap-
preciation for China’s role in
Pakistan’s space missions.
Expressing their thoughts
on social media, a number of
Pakistanis view China’s support
in their space missions as a sig-
nificant collaboration that en-
hances their capabilities and
strengthens bilateral ti
They regarded Chi
sistance as crucial in initiating
and advancing Pakistan’s satel-
lite capabilities, fostering a ro-
bust partnership in space explo-
ration.
On X (formerly Twitter), a
user expressed gratitude and
credited the Chinese side. The

user quoted a saying from late
Chinese leader, Deng Xiaoping.

Another user posted on so-
cial media that launching of this
satellite would address several
issues we currently face in Pa-
kistan, particularly internet out-

ges.

The successful satellite
launch received applause not
only from overseas Pakistanis
but also from those residing in
China.

The internet was flooded
with congratulatory messages
celebrating Pakistan’s flourish-
ing space missions.

The report says, the launch
of PAKSAT MM-1, Pakistan's
second communication satellite
will bring a multitude of ben-
efits to the country. It will sig-
nificantly improve internet con-
nectivity across Pakistan, espe-
cially in remote areas.

The satellite will support
tele-education and telemedicine

mote areas to access quality

education and healthcare ser-
vices that were previously un-
available to them.

It will also support e-gov-
ernance and e-commerce,
which will help streamline go
ernment services and boost ec
nomic activities in the country.

The satellite will play a piv-
otal role in the socio-economic
uplift of the country by strength-
ening its communication infra-
structure.

It will help meet the grow-
ing demands of the Telecom
sector and address the increas-
ing demand for high-speed
internet and seamless connec-
tivity. Therefore, the launch of
MM-1 is seen as a testament
among the locals to the strong
collaboration and partnership
between Pakistan and China in
the field of space technology.
They believe this partnership
will continue to benefit both
countries in the future.

services, allowing people in re-
T

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister l'or Petroleum Dr. Musadik Malik held a press conference.

scores of lacunae. “The anti-
smuggling law only allows a
cused the

right to appeal,” the deci-
sion read.

“Denying the right to ap-
peal to government means the
Anti-smuggling Act benefiting
accused,” the court observed.
The copies of the verdict, writ-
ten by
Justice Shahid Waheed
and comprised of seven pages,
havc bcm dlSpdthCd to the

“The ANF has only a role
of reporting the special judge
under the Anti-smuggling Act,”
decision read.

“The matter restricted be-
tween the judge and the ac-
cused after the accused
present their stance. The
complainant’s role come to an
end in the law after

reporting the judge,” ver-
dict read.

“The ANF will not be an
affected party of the decision

after its role ends with com-
plaint.

In the anti-smuggling act,
the ANF or the state have not
been given any right to appeal
and only the affected party i.c
accused have right to appeal
under the law,” according to
the decision.

“The Peshawar High
Court (PHC) dismissed the
ANF’s appeal against the
court’s decision in the case
because ‘it was not an af-
fected party’,” verdict read.
“The anti-smuggling laws,
across the world, give the state
or government the right to ap-
peal. It will be appropriate if
the parliament revisits the law
to give the right to appeal to
the state,” the apex court ver-
dict suggest:

IDUBAI: Hussain Muhammad, Consul General of Pakistan Consulate Dubai honored Khalid Hussain
Chaudhry, President Pakistan Social Center Sharjah (PSCS) along with his team members with
appreciation certificates for serving Pakistani community in UAE during the recent rains.

PTI has another May 9 plan in their
minds: Azma Bokhari

LAHORE (INP): Punjab Informa-
tion Minister Azma Bokhari on
Saturday said the PTI had another
May 9-like plan in their mind and
added that a

commission should be formed
on why the PTI founding chair-
‘man Imran Khan “is doing all this”
against the national institutions
and the country.

“Does he wants to do poli-
tics or something else is his
agenda,” she remarked and said
that the anarchy and violence was
in the genes of PTI, adding that
the

party not only executed the
May9 violence but had also writ-
ten letters to the IMF for derailing
the talks between the two sides.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Bokhari said the tweet [the
post on X which was formerly

known as Twitter] eulogising

Sheikh Mujibur Rehman was still
the pinned post on the X account
of Imran, as she rejected the
claims that the PTI founder and
his party have nothing to do with

-

Zain Qureshi of PTI made it
clear on a TV channel the other
day that the nothing was posted
on Imran’s X account without his
permission, while Naeem Haider

Panjutha said that their leader
had praised the social media team,
Bokhari reminded the reporters.

Raoof Hassan, another PTI
leader, talked about dragging the
provinces into a fight against
each other, she said and added
that dividing the country was their
party agenda.

‘An organised campaign had
been launched against the state
institutions, the provincial minis-
ter said and wondered why Imran

didn’t even utter a single word
about the Hamoodur Rehman
Ccrmmissinn Report when he was
in

“Hai the Hamoodur Rehman
Commission Report appeared a
week ago” she asked while ques-
tioning the timing and motives
behind this campaign. The ins!
tutions had committed mistakes
but had moved forward after ac-
knowledging the same, said the
Punjab minister.

A particular party [PTI]is in-
volved in “digital terrorism”, the
PML-N leader said, thus echoing
the views expressed by the Paki-
stan Army at a recently-held For-
mation Commanders Conference.
The youngster carrying out the
social media campaign were not
the guilty party, as the actual cul-
prit were those transmitting the
“feed”.




