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Empowering Balochistan’s Youth – A Step
Towards a Brighter Future

Quetta Voice Special Report:

In a landmark move that promises to
transform the educational landscape
of Balochistan, the Government of
Balochistan has entered into a his-
toric agreement with the University
of Oxford to offer scholarships under
the Benazir Scholarship Program.
This initiative, aimed at empowering
the province’s talented youth, marks
a significant stride towards elevating
educational standards and providing
exceptional opportunities for stu-
dents to compete on an international
level.

The signing ceremony, graced by
Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and
Nobel laureate Malala Yousafzai,
showcased the government’s unwa-
vering commitment to education. The
presence of Malala, a global ambas-
sador for girls’ education, underscored
the profound impact this initiative is
poised to have on underrepresented
regions. Her words, “I am thrilled to
see the Government of Balochistan
taking steps towards promoting edu-
cation and empowering the youth of
the province,” resonate with the as-
pirations of countless students and
educators alike.

Full Scholarships To Students
From Balochistan

The Benazir Scholarship Pro-
gram, named in honor of the late
Benazir Bhutto, offers full scholar-
ships to students from Balochistan
to study at one of the world’s most
prestigious institutions, Oxford Uni-
versity. This program is not merely
about providing financial support; it
is about nurturing the intellectual and

leadership potential of Balochistan’s
youth, equipping them with the skills
and knowledge to become future lead-
ers.

Chief Minister Bugti, in his ad-
dress, eloquently captured the essence
of this initiative, “We are proud to
provide our students with the oppor-
tunity to study at Oxford University,
where Benazir Bhutto and other great
leaders have studied. Education is key
to unlocking the potential of our
youth, and we are committed to pro-
viding them with the best opportuni-
ties.” His words reflect a visionary
approach to human capital develop-
ment, recognizing that education is
the cornerstone of progress and em-
powerment.

Another Milestone
Achieved: Sarfaraz Bugti

This initiative is a testament to
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
government’s dedication to education,
under the leadership of Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. CM Bugti
rightly pointed out, “It is yet another
milestone achieved by the incumbent
PPP government, striving hard under
the supervision of Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari.” The government’s
relentless efforts to prioritize educa-
tion as a means to drive socio-eco-
nomic development are commendable
and deserve widespread recognition.

150 Delegates Attended
The Ceremony

The ceremony, attended by 150
delegates including prominent figures
such as Senator Anwarul Haq Kakar,

Aamir Ibrahim, Muhammad Kheshgi,
Farooq Sheikh, and Professor Kamal
Munir, highlighted the collective sup-
port and enthusiasm for this
groundbreaking initiative. Their pres-
ence underscores a shared vision for a
future where the youth of Balochistan
can access world-class education and
emerge as leaders in their respective
fields.

This historic agreement is more
than just an educational partnership;
it is a beacon of hope for the youth of
Balochistan. It signifies a commitment
to creating a more inclusive and equi-
table educational environment, where
every student, regardless of their back-
ground,  has the opportunity to
achieve greatness.
This Partnership Embod-
ies The Spirit Of Progress

And Empowerment

As we celebrate this monumen-
tal achievement, let us also recognize
the broader implications of such ini-
tiatives. Empowering the youth of
Balochistan to compete on an inter-
national level is not just about aca-
demic excellence; it is about fostering
a generation of innovators, thinkers,
and leaders who will drive the future
of our nation.

The Government of Balochistan,
the University of Oxford, and all
stakeholders involved have set a re-
markable precedent. This partnership
embodies the spirit of progress and
empowerment, and we look forward
to witnessing the remarkable achieve-
ments of Balochistan’s students on
the global stage.

IHC acquits Imran Khan, Shah Mahmood Qureshi in Cipher case
KARACHI:The Islamabad High

Court (IHC) on Monday acquitted
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founding chairman Imran Khan and
PTI leader Shah Mehmood Qureshi
in the Cipher case.

The court suspended their 10
year sentence as it heard the appeals
by the incarcerated ex-PM Imran and
former foreign minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi.

Chief Justice Amir Farooq and
Justice Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb
announced the verdict.

On January 30, the special court
established under the Official Secrets
Act awarded Imran and Qureshi 10
years imprisonment in the high-pro-
file cipher case.

On March 19, the IHC noted
that the speeches delivered by Imran
and Qureshi at a public rally in
Islamabad on March 27, 2022, "ap-
pear to be political in nature."

A division bench comprising the
IHC Chief Justice Aamer Farooq and
Justice Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb
hear the appeals.

The PTI's lawyer informed the
court that in the case, Imran and
Qureshi were accused of illegally pos-
sessing the secret document, disclos-
ing classified information to the pub-
lic, and manipulating it for personal
gain.

“However, even the special
court judge [who convicted the PTI
leaders] was not shown the said dip-
lomatic cipher,” he said.

Chief Justice Farooq remarked
"If the information has been twisted,
then it should be known what the in-
formation was."

Barrister Safdar stated that the
PTI leaders were accused of holding
and misusing classified information
for their purposes. However, in this
case, the prosecution failed to link
the alleged crime with revealing se-
crets concerning the armed forces and

sensitive areas to foreign powers.
Justice Aurangzeb inquired,

"What was written in the cipher?"
The lawyer replied, "I haven't

seen the cipher, so I can't tell what is
written in it." He said the cipher code
or its text has not been shared any-
where. “On one hand, it is said that
the PTI founder has made everything
public; on the other hand, it is said
that if the cipher is shown, it will
become public."

The court asked what was com-
municated from Washington in the
cipher. It said the person who had
sent that communication must have
pinpointed what might compromise
our security if it fell into the hands of
India. The bench noted there was
nothing unusual in the information

shared with the court.The FIA pros-
ecutor reminded the court that they
were awaiting the court's permission
to present arguments against the main-
tainability of the appeal.

The bench noted that it would
deliver a verdict on the merit of the
appeals as well as their maintainabil-
ity at the same time.

At the next hearing, Imran
Khan’s counsel Barrister Salman
Safdar contended before the IHC that
registering the cipher case only against
his client was an ‘act of retaliation’ as
others had not returned the copies of
the diplomatic cable until it was filed.

Safdar maintained that the re-
quirements of a fair trial under Article
10A had not been fulfilled. The law-
yer told the court that the diplomatic

cable was not shown to the investiga-
tion officer (IO) terming it ‘secret’.

The bench observed that the
judge could have ordered under the
Official Secrets Act that the document
should be shown after removing all
the people from the courtroom.

The case originated from Imran's
public display of a paper during a
rally in Islamabad on March 27, 2022,
claiming it as evidence of an "interna-
tional conspiracy" before a vote of
no-confidence led to his government's
ouster. The FIA initiated its probe
into the so-called “cypher-gate” on
July 19, 2023, after the previous coa-
lition government announced an offi-
cial inquiry against Imran and his close
associates for violating the OSA.
NEWS DESK.

CM Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti at the Oxford University

Attack on Polio Team in
Chaman Leaves Four Injured

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:
CHAMAN: In a distressing

incident, baton-wielding attackers
assaulted a polio vaccination
team in Chaman, Balochistan, in-
juring a female polio worker, two
Levies personnel, and a police-
man. The perpetrators, identified
as members of a local sit-in com-
mittee, violently disrupted the
ongoing anti-polio campaign, ex-
acerbating the difficulties faced by
health workers in the region.

The attack occurred while the
polio team was conducting their
duties as part of the national po-
lio eradication initiative. Deputy
Commissioner Raja Athar Abbas
reported that the attackers not
only assaulted the team but also
attempted to seize weapons from
the Levies personnel providing
security.

Sadiq Khan Achakzai, a key
leader of the Chaman sit-in, de-
nied these allegations, stating that
the protesters were not respon-
sible for the attack on the polio
team. “We only demand that
people should not be forced to
administer polio drops to their
children,” Achakzai remarked.

“Additional personnel have
been dispatched to the area to en-
sure the safety of the polio work-
ers and to maintain the vaccina-
tion drive,” Abbas stated. He as-
sured that legal measures would
be pursued against those ob-
structing the polio campaign.

The attack has been widely
condemned, with Balochistan
government spokesman Shahid
Rind denouncing the violence.
Rind confirmed that actions are
being taken to apprehend the at-
tackers.

“An attempt was made to
snatch weapons from the Levies
personnel and vaccines from the

polio team. The district adminis-
tration is taking strict action
against those involved in the at-
tack, and a case will be registered
under anti-terrorism laws,” he
said.

This incident comes at a cru-
cial time when the anti-polio cam-
paign has been initiated in sixty-
six specific districts nationwide,
including fourteen in Balochistan.

The campaign aims to vaccinate
over 1.8 million children against
polio. Despite the attack, the cam-
paign will proceed with enhanced
security measures. Vaccination
efforts in the affected districts are
now scheduled to begin on June
8, following a five-day delay
caused by the incident.

The assault on health work-
ers highlights the significant chal-
lenges in eradicating polio in Pa-
kistan. Ensuring the safety and
security of these workers is es-
sential to achieving the goal of a
polio-free nation.

 The government and local
authorities must intensify efforts
to protect these frontline workers
and swiftly bring the perpetrators
to justice. The polio eradication
campaign remains a vital public
health initiative, and incidents like
these underscore the need for
continued vigilance and support
for the dedicated individuals
working towards this cause.

Reserved seats case: Justice
Mandokhail notes people voted for

party nominees, not individuals
NEWS DESK: As the Su-

preme Court on Monday took up
the case of reserved seats, Jus-
tice Jamal Khan Mandokhail noted
that the public did not vote for
independent candidates but those
nominated by the PTI in the Feb-
ruary 8 general elections.

Justice Mandokhail noted,
“This was the people’s right; the
people voted for the PTI.” He
added that the public “did not vote
for an independent candidate but
rather the nominated candidates
belonging to a political party”.

His remarks came as a full
bench of the Supreme Court heard
the Sunni Ittehad Council’s (SIC)
plea against the denial of reserved
seats in assemblies for women
and minorities.

The SIC had earlier been
joined by PTI-backed indepen-
dent candidates after they won the
Feb 8 elections as their party had
been deprived of its electoral sym-
bol ‘bat’ in an SC ruling.

On May 6, a three-member SC
bench had suspended the
Peshawar High Court’s (PHC) ver-
dict denying the SIC — the new
home for PTI lawmakers-elect —

reserved seats.
Later the same month, the

PPP — a major beneficiary along
with the PML-N of the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
March 3 verdict to distribute the
seats among other parliamentary
parties — nominated senior coun-
sel Farooq H. Naek to represent
the party in the case.

In accordance with the apex
court’s May 6 ruling, the ECP had
then suspended victory notifica-
tions of 77 lawmakers allocated re-
served seats in addition to the
ones distributed earlier, causing
the ruling coalition to lose its two-
thirds majority in the National As-
sembly.

Last week, a full court had
been formed to hear the case,
comprising all judges except Jus-
tice Musarrat Hilali.

2 Coal Miners Killed
In Dukki Attack

Hussain Zarkoon:

Inflation slows to 11.8pc in May,
lowest in 30 months

NEWS DESK: Pakistan’s
consumer price index (CPI) in May
rose 11.8pc from a year earlier, data
from the Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS) showed on Monday,
the lowest reading in 30 months
and below the finance ministry’s
projections.

The lowest reading comes a
week before the central bank
meets to review the key rate which
has remained at a historic high of
22pc for seven straight policy
meetings.

Pakistan has been beset by
inflation above 20pc since May
2022. Last year in May, inflation
jumped as high as 38pc as the
country navigated reforms as part
of an International Monetary
Fund (IMF) bailout programme.
However, inflation has since
slowed down.

Month-on-month consumer
prices fell 3.2pc, the biggest such
drop in more than two years.

In its monthly economic re-
port released last week, Pakistan’s
finance ministry said it expected
inflation to hover between 13.5pc
and 14.5pc in May and ease to
12.5pc to 13.5pc by June 2024.

“The inflation outlook for
May 2024 continues on a down-
ward trajectory, attributed to el-
evated inflation levels (in the) pre-

vious year and improvements in
(the) domestic supply chain of
perishable items, staple food like
wheat and (a) reduction in trans-
portation costs,” the report said.

The actual readings have
come in even lower due to a
sharper dip in food prices, said
Amreen Soorani, head of research
at JS Global Capital.

The items whose prices saw
the increase on a month-on-month
(MoM) basis included Potatoes
(14.73pc), Meat (4.06pc), Beans
(3.91pc), Eggs (1.60pc), Vegetable
Ghee (1.27pc), Cooking Oil
(1.26pc), Dental  Services
(14.64pc), Doctor (MBBS) Clinic
Fee (5.48pc), Transport Services
(3.35pc), Hospital  Services
(2.73pc) and Text Books (2.33pc).

The items whose prices de-
creased the most over the previ-
ous month included Tomatoes
(51.23pc), Onions (51.15pc),
Chicken (35.28pc), Wheat
(22.17pc), Wheat Flour (20.12pc),
Fresh Fruits (8.06pc), Liquified
Hydrocarbons (9.45pc), Electric-
ity Charges (4.50pc), Motor Fuel
(3.18pc) and Communication Ap-
paratus (2.35pc). The items whose
prices saw the increase on a MoM
basis included Potatoes (22.49pc),
Meat (2.18pc), Milk Powder
(1.52pc).

All 11 Coal Miners
Found Dead In Sanjadi

Quetta Mines Area
Syed Ali Shah:

DUKKI: In a tragic incident,
armed assailants attacked the Tribal
Coal Mines area, resulting in the deaths
of two workers and injuries to another.
According to police sources,  the at-
tack led to a fierce exchange of gunfire
between the assailants and civil secu-
rity personnel, after which the attack-
ers fled the scene.

The deceased have been identi-
fied as Karimullah Daulatzai and Naeem,
son of Jalat Khan from the Sulaiman
Khel tribe. The injured worker, Fazlur
Rahman, son of Abdul Ghani, was im-
mediately shifted to the Civil Hospital
in Dukki for treatment. Among the de-
ceased was also a coal mine engine
driver, highlighting the broad impact
of the attack on the mining commu-
nity.

Following the incident, coal min-
ers and the heirs of the deceased staged
a protest outside the deputy
commissioner’s office in Dukki. The
demonstrators demanded swift action
and the arrest of those responsible for
the brutal attack. Their protest reflects
the deep-seated anger and frustration
within the community over the ongo-
ing security issues that plague the min-
ing sector.

The protestors called on local au-
thorities to enhance security measures
to protect workers in the area and en-
sure such incidents do not recur. Their
demands underscore the urgent need for
effective law enforcement and the pro-
tection of laborers who work in haz-
ardous conditions.

As investigations continue, the
local administration has pledged to take
stringent action against the perpetra-
tors. The community awaits justice and
a stronger security presence to prevent
future tragedies in the region.

QUETTA: Tragedy struck yester-
day in Sanjadi, approximately 40 kilo-
meters from Quetta, where an explo-
sion in a coal mine resulted in the deaths
of 11 workers. The incident, caused by
a gas filling mishap, was confirmed by
Shahid Rind, the spokesman for the
Balochistan government.

Rescue teams, comprising the
Provincial Disaster Management Au-
thority (PDMA), the district adminis-
tration, and the mines department,
worked tirelessly through the night.
However, despite their best efforts, all
11 miners were found dead.

“This is a devastating loss,” stated
Rind. “We extend our deepest condo-
lences to the families of the victims.
The entire community is mourning this
tragic event.”

The explosion caused significant
structural damage within the mine, lead-
ing to the collapse of several sections
and trapping the workers. Rescue op-
erations were initiated immediately, but
the severity of the explosion and sub-
sequent cave-ins hampered efforts to
reach the miners in time.

The Balochistan government has
announced an immediate investigation
into the incident to determine the ex-
act cause and to prevent future occur-
rences.  “We are committed to ensur-
ing the safety of our miners,” Rind em-
phasized. “This tragedy highlights the
urgent need for stricter safety proto-
cols in the mining industry.”

As the community grieves, the
provincial government has promised
support for the families affected by this
disaster. Further updates will be pro-
vided as the investigation proceeds and
more information becomes available.
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Ziarat Juniper Forest in Peril: Ancient Trees Face De-
forestation Threat

Summan Ismail:

The Ziarat Juniper

Forest, nestled in
Pakistan’s Balochistan
territory, stands as a
testament to nature’s
splendor and history’s
embrace. This ancient
forest is renowned for
its towering, thousand-
year-old Juniper trees,
which rank among the
world’s oldest and tall-
est. This article ex-
plores the profound
significance of the
Ziarat Juniper Forest,
its historical roots, eco-
logical importance,
and the pressing need
for conservation ef-
forts.
A Glimpse into

History
The story of the

Ziarat Juniper Forest is
a journey through
time. Once inhabited
by nomadic tribes,
these Juniper trees
served as versatile re-
sources. They pro-
vided fuel, construc-
tion materials, and me-

dicinal remedies, in-
graining themselves in
the local culture. Over
generations, the forest
became a cherished
asset, safeguarded by
tribal elders.
A Global Eco-
logical Gem

In recent years,
the Ziarat Juniper For-
est has garnered inter-
national recognition for
its unique and vital eco-
system. It is an integral
part of the region’s
biodiversity, hosting a
diverse array of plant
and animal species.
Furthermore, the Juni-
per trees themselves
offer a rich source of
genetic information,
fueling discoveries in
ecology and herbal sci-
ence.
The Dark Side

of Progress
While the past de-

cade has brought com-
fort and progress to the
region, it has come at
a steep price. One in-
dustry that has thrived

at the expense of the
forest is the furniture
sector, leading to ex-
tensive deforestation.
These ancient wood-
lands, found mostly at
altitudes above 2000
meters, are under se-
vere threat. The
Ziarat region, home to
approximately 5000-
year-old Juniperus spe-
cies, faces rampant
deforestation due to
domestic fuel con-
sumption, agricultural
expansion, construc-
tion, medicinal use,
and furniture produc-
tion.

Alarming
Trends: A

Deforestation
Study

A recent report
titled “Observing Car-
bon Stock and Land-
Use Change in 5000-
Year-Old Juniper
Woods Stand of
Ziarat, Balochistan,
through a Synergistic
Methodology” con-
ducted a comprehen-

sive analysis of the
forest. The study re-
vealed a substantial
reduction in the
Juniperus tree popula-
tion from 71,005 hect-
ares to 50,311 hect-
ares between 1988
and 2018, alongside a
decline in agricultural
land in the same pe-
riod. This academic
publication also noted
a decrease in the
forest’s carbon supply,
primarily due to defor-
estation.

Protecting
Wildlife and
Promoting
Sustainable

Tourism
Conservation ef-

forts are underway to
protect the diverse
wildlife within the
Ziarat Juniper Forest.
Endangered species
such as the Asiatic
Mountain Bear, Snow
Leopard, and Markhor
call this forest home,
and preserving their
habitat is paramount.

Simultaneously, initia-
tives aim to promote
sustainable tourism,
allowing visitors from
around the world to
appreciate the forest’s
natural beauty and
ecological signifi-
cance.

The Call to
Action

The allure of the
valuable Juniper wood
has led to its exploita-
tion, with reports even
implicating authorities
in the illegal trade. To
secure the future of
this ancient forest, im-
mediate action is es-
sential. It is imperative
that we collectively
embrace sustainable
practices, raise
awareness, and curb
deforestation. Only by
doing so can we en-
sure the preservation
of this unique species
and its vital role in our
natural world. To-
gether, we must act
responsibly to safe-
guard the Ziarat Juni-
per Forest for genera-
tions to come.

Federal funding for universities
BY Muhammad Ali Shaikh:

Limits of coercion
BY Maleeha Lodhi:

UNIVERSITIES in Pa-

kistan are again in the
news — once again for
the wrong reasons. The
issue this time is that the
federal government has
decided to stop giving
annual recurring grants
to provincially chartered
universities, ending a
practice that had been in
vogue since indepen-
dence.

Accordingly, the
federal government
asked the Higher Educa-
tion Commission (HEC)
on May 24, 2024, to re-
submit the budget pro-
posal, reducing the de-
mand to less than one-
fifth of the original
amount asked — from
Rs126 billion to Rs25bn
— catering for only the
federally chartered uni-
versities.

The cited logic be-
hind the federal
government’s decision
is that, as education has
been devolved to the
provinces under the
18th Amendment, it is
now the responsibility
of the provincial govern-
ments to foot the bill of
universities established
and chartered by them.

This decision sent
shockwaves across the
country,  particularly
among students and
academia of some 160
affected universities. On
their part, the Federation
of All Pakistan Universi-
ties Academic Staff As-
sociations sprang into
action and held their ex-
ecutive council’s meet-
ing in which they re-
jected the government’s
decision and decided to

launch a national protest
movement and observe
May 30 as a ‘black day’.

Stopping federal
annual grants to provin-
cially chartered universi-
ties is an ill-advised
move.

It is an irony that 85
years ago on that day, on
May 30, 1939, Quaid-i-
Azam Mohammad Ali
Jinnah wrote his final
will, in which he be-
queathed his entire per-
sonal wealth to educa-
tional institutions, show-
casing his commitment to
the cause of education.
But with him were gone
his ideals and aspira-
tions.

Coming back to the
present, let’s examine the
issue and suggest a way
out.

First of all, the most
striking aspect of the
government’s decision is
its abruptness. The prac-
tice of federal funding to
all chartered universi-
ties, both federal and
provincial, has been go-
ing on for a very long
time. Even the 18th
Amendment was passed
14 years ago.

If the federal gov-
ernment had been seri-
ous about the matter, it
could have gradually
eased itself out in a
phased manner, after the
passage of the 18th
Amendment. Now, ex-
pecting universities,
which are fully depen-
dent on federal grants, to
create alternative finan-
cial resources on such
short notice — just a
month before the start of
the next financial year in
July — is not under-

standable.
Another aspect is

the federal government’s
legal competence to take
unilateral decisions in
such matters. Constitu-
tionally speaking, the
forum for resolving is-
sues that involve the in-
terests of the federation
and the provinces is the
Council of Common In-
terests.

Before taking any
action, the federal gov-
ernment would be well
advised to raise this is-
sue in the CCI and have
it resolved there.

It is also very impor-
tant to involve the other
stakeholders in the deci-
sion-making process. In
the present case, these
stakeholders are stu-
dents, their parents, uni-
versities, representative
faculty bodies and staff
associations as well as
the general public.

Here, it is pertinent
to see what is happening
across our borders, par-
ticularly in India and
Bangladesh, because the
three of us share the
same roots in connection
with our higher educa-
tion systems.

In the case of India,
its union (federal) gov-
ernment allocated an
amount equal to $5.6bn
for the higher education
sector in fiscal year 2023-
24, in addition to the
state governments’
grants to their respective
universities. Following
this example, Pakistan,
about one-fifth of India
in terms of population,
should have allocated at
least $1bn in federal
grants for its higher edu-

cation sector.
M e a n w h i l e ,

Bangladesh, which has
a population of about
171 million, allocated
over $1bn for its 53 pub-
lic universities during
the same year.

In contrast, Paki-
stan has frozen its fed-
eral outlay for higher
education to Rs65bn
since 2018. In dollar
terms, this amount in
June 2018 was equal to
$537m (at the exchange
rate of 121 rupees to a
dollar), which has now
shrunk in its dollar value
to $232m (at the ex-
change rate of 280 ru-
pees a dollar).

Despite repeated
demands from academia
and students, the gov-
ernment did not increase
allocations for higher
education during the
last six years. This year,
it is altogether ending it,
except for an amount of
$89m for federally char-
tered universities.

This move has al-
ready given rise to vari-
ous conspiracy theories
and interpretations. One
such exposition states
that the move is in-
tended to benefit the al-
ready rich universities
run and operated by the
armed forces as almost
all of them are federally
chartered institutes, at
the expense of poor
public universit ies
spread across the four
provinces. This impres-
sion is not good for na-
tional coherence and
harmony.

In these circum-
stances, the best course
of action for the federal

government would be to
not only continue with
federal grants to all uni-
versities until the matter
is discussed and de-
cided by the CCI, but to
also consider enhancing
the allocation to a level
that matches at least the
figures for Bangladesh
— the rupee equivalent
of $1bn.

On their part, the
provinces should also
shoulder their responsi-
bilities towards higher
education and contrib-
ute their bit, following
the pattern in India. In
the current context,
Sindh is the only prov-
ince that has provided
grants amounting to
Rs26bn to its universi-
ties, an action that needs
to be followed by the rest
of the provinces.

The universit ies
should also find ways to
boost their own re-
sources, on the pattern
of countries like China,
Turkey, Malaysia, etc.
One good way to do this
is to rationalise their fee
structures on the basis
of the real incurred cost
on various programmes,
and then subsidise it for
poor students only.

Last but not least,
there is an urgent need
to bring extreme pru-
dence and transparency
to university spending
processes and enforce a
mechanism of account-
ability to eradicate funds
misuse and corruption.
That is how we shall be
able to develop our uni-
versities and help them
play their due role in na-
tional development and
prosperity.

IT is widely believed

that Pakistan’s
geostrategic location
has been a great asset
for the country. But it
has also been an enor-
mous challenge. In fact,
the tyranny of geogra-
phy has imposed heavy
burdens on Pakistan and
its people.

The country’s loca-
tion in a volatile
neighbourhood and the
headwinds of global
geopolitics driven by big
power interests have
long placed Pakistan in
the crosshairs of many
regional storms and fac-
ing the multidimensional
fallout of wars and inter-
nal strife in Afghanistan.

Insecure borders,
including contested
ones, a hostile
neighbour and turmoil in
other neighbouring
countries urged Paki-
stan to evolve defence
strategies and security
policies to avoid a two-
front situation. Its night-
mare scenario is having

to simultaneously deal
with more than one hot
front. Today, the coun-
try has troubled rela-
tions with three of its
neighbours and hot bor-
ders with at least two of
them. With a third coun-
try, there are unresolved
problems of border man-
agement.

It is against this
backdrop that the cur-
rent state of strained re-
lations with Afghanistan
needs to be assessed.
Stable ties with Kabul
are Pakistan’s strategic
compulsion. But rela-
tions have steadily de-
teriorated over the past
18 months and hit a new
low. This is contrary to
expectations of
policymakers that the
Taliban’s return to
power in 2021 would
help Pakistan secure its
western border. Instead,
there was a marked es-
calation in border ten-
sions and terrorist at-
tacks targeting
Pakistan’s security
forces. A surge in vio-

lent activities by the
Tehreek-i-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) from their safe
havens in Afghanistan
posed increasing threats
to Pakistan’s security.

This was not surpris-
ing as the “TTP benefited
the most of all the foreign
extremist groups in Af-
ghanistan from the
Taliban takeover”, ac-
cording to successive re-
ports by the UN Security
Council’s  Analytical
Support and Sanctions
Monitoring Team. This
echoed Pakistan’s as-
sessment that Kabul’s
unwillingness to act
against the TTP and its
regrouping in Afghani-
stan after the Taliban’s as-
sumption of power pre-
sented a mounting threat
to Pakistan’s security.
Cross-border attacks es-
calated following the
breakdown in November
2022 of the ceasefire
brokered by the Afghan
Taliban between Paki-
stani authorities and the
TTP. The short-lived
ceasefire was an il l-

thought and futile at-
tempt by the Pakistani
authorities to end the
armed group’s 14-year
war on Pakistan. The
outlawed group never
observed the truce, only
leveraged it to expand its
reach in Pakistan.

Pakistan needs to
craft a more nuanced
carrot-and-stick policy
to deal with
Afghanistan’s Taliban
rulers.

Pakistan’s efforts to
persuade Afghanistan’s
Taliban rulers over the
past two years to take
action against the TTP
yielded little. In count-
less rounds of talks, Pa-
kistani officials urged
Kabul to disarm the TTP,
detain its leaders and
rein in its violent activi-
ties. Taliban leaders of-
fered assurances, asking
for time, but did nothing.
This produced growing
frustration in Islamabad,
especially as the spike in
terrorist activities led to
a significant rise in ca-
sualties among security

personnel.
Increasingly, mili-

tary and government
leaders publicly assailed
Kabul and voiced con-
cerns over “the safe ha-
vens and liberty of ac-
tion available to the TTP
in Afghanistan”. Taliban
leaders were asked to
choose between Paki-
stan and the TTP and
served notice that their
lack of response would
force Islamabad’s hand.

The latest expres-
sion of official exaspera-
tion with Kabul came in
a press conference last
week by Interior Minis-
ter Mohsin Naqvi. Hold-
ing TTP responsible for
the March attack on
Chinese workers in
Bisham, he said it had
orchestrated this from
Afghanistan as a “flag-
ship project” supported
by “enemy intelligence
agencies”. He demanded
Kabul should arrest the
terrorists behind the at-
tack, prosecute them or
hand them over to Paki-
stan. Despite

Islamabad’s urgings, he
said, the Taliban had not
taken measures to pre-
vent militants from
launching attacks from
their Afghan sanctuaries.
Last Thursday, a corps
commanders conference
also expressed serious
concern over “continu-
ous cross-border terror-
ist attacks” from Afghan
soil, adding that “hostile
foreign actors were using
Afghanistan” to target
security personnel and
civilians in Pakistan.

Last fall, with its pa-
tience exhausted,
Islamabad toughened its
policy towards Afghani-
stan. Since then, it has
taken several actions to
raise the costs for the
Taliban of its non-coop-
eration on TTP.
Pakistan’s coercive ap-
proach towards Kabul
has had four elements.
One, it has conducted air
strikes on hideouts of the
militant group in Af-
ghanistan, most recently
in April. In a departure
from the past, when un-

declared kinetic actions
were undertaken, this
time Islamabad an-
nounced Pakistan had
carried out air strikes
against militant sanctu-
aries.

This met with a
toughly worded re-
sponse from Kabul and
border tensions. But
Islamabad warned such
actions would continue
unless the Taliban
changed course.

The second element
of coercive policy were
restrictions on transit
trade, which involved
the ban imposed last
October on a number of
items that could be im-
ported by Afghanistan
via Pakistan. While the
action aimed to curb
smuggling, it also served
a political purpose — to
ratchet up pressure on
Kabul. The message was
not lost on the Taliban,
who accused Pakistan
of politicising trade.
Later. some restrictions
were eased as a ‘carrot’
to influence Taliban

behaviour.
The third element of

the ‘stick’ approach was
expulsion of around
700,000 undocumented
Afghans residing in Pa-
kistan, also announced
last fall. This has been
implemented with well
over half a million Af-
ghans repatriated to Af-
ghanistan.  A second
phase looms with the
decision to deport
around 600,000 Afghans
holding citizen cards is-
sued by Pakistan a few
years back.

The fourth element
of Pakistan’s coercive
policy involves regular
public denunciations of
Kabul’s failure to stop
cross-border attacks. For
example, ISPR has fre-
quently said.

“The Afghan interim
government is not only
arming terrorists but also
providing a safe haven
for terrorist
organisations involved
in terrorism in Pakistan.”
Ministers have similarly
chastised Kabul.

Global gangsters
BY Zarrar Khuhro:

Environmental Samples: Urgent
Call to Safeguard Balochistan’s

Polio-Free Status
Editorial:

In a crucial stride to fortify its polio-free status, Balochistan launched an ambi-
tious anti-polio campaign, reaching out to over 2.5 million children below the
age of five. The dedication of 11,000 teams strategically positioned across the
province symbolizes a collective determination to combat the poliovirus.

However, amidst this proactive effort, unsettling news surfaces. Environ-
mental samples from Quetta, Hub, Dera Bugti, and Chaman test positive for the
virus, casting a shadow on the region’s hard-won progress. This alarming
development is a stark reminder that the fight against polio is far from over.

Polio-Free Balochistan, A Hard-Won Progress
Syed Zahid Shah, Chief of the Emergency Operation Cell, passionately

calls upon parents to actively cooperate, underscoring the urgency of ensur-
ing that their children receive the indispensable anti-polio drops. It is impera-
tive for every citizen to recognize their role in this monumental endeavor.

The collaborative spirit demonstrated by the government, UNICEF, WHO,
and various organizations is commendable. However, the recent environmen-
tal samples pose a looming threat, demanding intensified efforts and collabo-
ration. It is crucial for these entities to join hands in a unified front against the
crippling virus.

Govt And Orgs Should Intensify Their Efforts
This editorial urges the government and relevant organizations to inten-

sify their efforts, pooling resources and expertise to confront and eliminate
this newfound challenge. The preservation of Balochistan’s polio-free legacy,
meticulously upheld for over two years, demands immediate action. The time
to act is now, to secure the health and future of Balochistan’s children, ensur-
ing a polio-free landscape for generations to come.

REMEMBER the letter

written by six judges of
the Islamabad High
Court alleging interfer-
ence by intell igence
agencies and state ac-
tors? The list of com-
plaints included allega-
tions of illegal surveil-
lance of the judges and
their families — presum-
ably in the hopes of un-
covering compromising
material — all the way to
direct and indirect
threats. None of this
came as a huge surprise
to those who know how
the system works, nor is
the subsequent cam-
paign waged against
those judges unex-
pected. Most of us, I pre-
sume, simply shook our
heads and said some-
thing to the effect of ‘this
is Pakistan, this is just
how things are’, and
moved on with a linger-
ing sense of shame at
how impure our land is
and how embarrassing it
must be for the world to
see all this. What would
they think?

If you’re one of
those people, I have
some good news for
you: we are not alone.
No, sir! The fact is that
the entire world is rotten
to the core. In fact, we’re
amateurs; the smallest of
fries when compared to
the truly global gang-
sters who play on a much
wider international
stage. Literally. In the
sense that the court they
tried to compromise is no
less than the Interna-
tional Criminal Court
(ICC) itself.

A detailed investi-
gation by The Guardian
and Israel’s 972 maga-
zine has unveiled a de-
cade-long operation by
Israel to undermine, in-
timidate and compromise

the ICC itself; the opera-
tion was led by then
Mossad chief Yossi
Cohen with the full per-
sonal approval of Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and
the complete support of
“the highest branches of
Israel’s government, the
intelligence community,
and both the civilian and
military legal systems”.

The mission was to
derail a possible war
crimes investigation into
Israel by the ICC, and
then chief prosecutor
Fatou Bensouda was a
prime target. The mis-
sion was to enlist
Bensouda and, if that
failed, to compromise
her. The first few con-
tacts were ‘friendly’ but
when Bensouda appar-
ently rebuffed the ad-
vances,  the tone
changed. Cohen began
calling Bensouda nu-
merous times on her per-
sonal number with veiled
blandishments and not-
so-veiled threats, and
when she asked how he
had obtained her con-
tacts he replied: “Did
you forget what I do for
a living?” The harass-
ment and surveillance
stepped up when, in
December 2019,
Bensouda announced
that she had grounds to
open a full criminal in-
vestigation into alleged
war crimes in Gaza, the
West Bank and East
Jerusalem. At this point
Cohen told Bensouda:
“You should help us and
let us take care of you.
You don’t want to be
getting into things that
could compromise your
security or that of your
family.” He also showed
Bensouda surveillance
photographs of an un-
known nature of her
husband in an effort to
get her to play ball and

leaked those photos to
other diplomats.

The entire world is
rotten to the core; we’re
just amateurs.

At this point Israel’s
global godfather — the
United States of America
— also did its part: the
Trump administration —
acting in tandem with its
most allied of allies —
placed visa restrictions
and sanctions on
Bensouda, with then US
secretary of State Mike
Pompeo clearly saying
that it was due to the Pal-
estine case. Later, in a
very familiar echo to Pa-
kistan, he also accused
her of corruption.

Such thuggery is par
for the course for the US.
In the run-up to the inva-
sion of Iraq,  when
America was building a
fake casus belli for attack-
ing Iraq, it turned out
that José Bustani, then
head of the Organisation
for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons,
wasn’t playing ball, and
America wanted him to
step down. Bustani re-
fused, and that’s when US
official John Bolton
threatened him, saying:
“We have ways to retali-
ate against you … we
know where your kids
live. You have two sons
in New York.”

Over at the ICC,
Be--n-souda was
repla-ced by Karim Khan,
whose appointment Israel
in--itially welcomed.
Karim also seemed to be
playing ball with the Em-
pire by ensuring that a
war crimes inv-estigation
in Afgha-ni-stan did not
focus on American ac-
tions. But then he went
and completed the task
Bensouda had begun de-
spite the pressure the
likes of which we can only
imagine.
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India’s Modi eyes election victory, top
opponent back behind bars

Jashan-e-Baharan sports festival orga-
nized collaboratively by Pakistan Army,

civil administration conclude

Inquiry ordered after Karachi ASF cuts
woman pilgrim’s hair over suspicion

K A R A C H I :
(INP) The Ministry of
Aviation has ordered
an inquiry into an inci-
dent in which staff of
the Airport Security
Force (ASF) had cut
the hair of a woman
pilgrim over some
suspicion at Karachi
airport on Saturday.

The Aviation Divi-
sion, through an order
issued from
Islamabad, formed a
board of inquiry (BoI)
to investigate and as-
certain the facts of
the case, examine es-

tablished procedures
and protocols for pas-
senger screening and
scanning at the airport,
and examine the re-
sponsibilities of gov-
ernment entities asso-
ciated with passenger
screening and scan-
ning.

It said:
‘“An incident was

reported on June 1,
2024, where ASF offi-
cials, during a search
at international depar-
tures at Jinnah Interna-
tional Airport Karachi,

stopped a family

consisting of Ms
Seema Bano and her
husband, Muhammad
Shafi Ahmed, who
were travelling for Haj
via flight SV-701.”

It said that while
the Anti-Narcotics
Force had cleared Ms
Bano, ASF staff raised
suspicions and cut her
hair.

“After scanning,
she was cleared to
board [the flight],” the
order stated.

“Therefore, it is
considered necessary
to inquire into this mat-

NEW DELHI (INP):
A top opponent of In-
dian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi vowed
to keep fighting “dic-
tatorship” before he
returned to jail follow-
ing elections widely
expected to produce
another landslide vic-
tory for the Hindu-na-
tionalist leader.

Arvind Kejriwal is
among several oppo-
sition leaders under
criminal investigation,
with colleagues de-
scribing his arrest the
month before the gen-
eral

elections began in
April as a “political
conspiracy” orches-
trated by Modi’s rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).

The chief minister
of the capital Delhi
and a key leader in an
alliance formed to
compete against
Modi, Kejriwal was

detained in March over
a long-running

corruption probe.
He was later released
and allowed to cam-
paign but ordered to
return to jail once vot-
ing ended.

“When power be-
comes dictatorship,
then jail becomes a re-
sponsibility,” said
Kejriwal, who prom-
ised to continue “fight-
ing” from behind bars.
“I don’t know

when I will re-
turn,” he told support-
ers in an emotional de-
parture speech at his
Aam Aadmi party
headquarters.

“I don’t know
what they will do to
me… every drop of
my blood is for the
country.” Exit polls
showed Modi was well
on track to triumph,
with the premier say-
ing he was confident
that “the people of In-

dia have voted in
record numbers” to re-
elect his government.

Results are ex-
pected Tuesday but
supporters of Modi in
his constituency of
Varanasi — the spiri-
tual capital of the
Hindu faith — said
they believed their

leader’s win was
secure. “His govern-
ment is coming back,”
said Nand Lal, selling
flowers outside a
temple.

Voting in the sev-
enth and final stag-
gered round of the six-
week poll ended on
Saturday, held in bru-
tally hot conditions
across swaths of the
country. At

least 33 polling
staff died from heat-
stroke in Uttar
Pradesh state alone,
where temperatures
hit 46.9 degrees Cel-
sius (116.4 degrees

Fahrenheit), election
officials said. India’s
top court granted
Kejriwal bail last
month, giving a fleet-
ing boost to the
opposition’s quixotic
campaign to oust Modi,
but ordered him to re-
turn to custody after
the election.

Kejriwal, 55, has
been chief minister for
nearly a decade and
first came to office as
a staunch anti-corrup-
tion crusader. His gov-
ernment was accused
of corruption when it
implemented a policy
to liberalise the sale of
liquor in 2021 and give
up a lucrative govern-
ment stake in the sec-
tor. The policy was
withdrawn the follow-
ing year but the result-
ing probe into the al-
leged corrupt allocation
of licences has since
led to the jailing of two
top Kejriwal allies.

NEELUM VALLEY
(INP):  The Jashan-e-
Baharan Sports Festival,
o r g a n i z e d
collaboratively by the
Pakistan Army and Civil
Administration, recently

concluded in the
popular tourist destina-
tion of Arang Kel. The
vibrant festivities ran
from May 30 to June 3,
attracting local residents
as well as a  significant
number of tourists from
across Pakistan.

The festival show-
cased a variety of
sports, including tug-of-
war, archery, paintball,
and photography com-

petitions. Cricket tourna-
ments and polo matches
added to the excitement,
drawing athletes from all
over Azad Kashmir.

The closing cer-
emony, graced by Bri-
gade Commander Kel as
the Chief Guest, saw a
large turnout, including
representatives from the
Government of Azad
Kashmir, civil and military
officials, and numerous
tourists. The event com-
menced with a recitation
from the Holy Quran, fol-
lowed by performances
by children from the
Army Public School, Kel,
who presented national

songs and cultural
shows.

The audience was
captivated by singers
performing traditional
Kashmiri and Pashto
songs. Outstanding ath-
letes were honored with
medals,  honorary
shields, certificates of
appreciation, and cash
prizes. In his address, the
chief guest praised the
organizers for their ef-
forts in making the festi-
val a success. He empha-
sized the Pakistan
Army's commitment to
supporting the local
community and promot-
ing tourism in Azad

Kashmir.
Highlighting Arang

Kel as an ideal spot for
tourism and sports, he
stressed the need for
public-private partner-
ships to develop basic
facilities at tourist desti-
nations, which would, in
turn, create better em-
ployment opportunities
for the local population.
Residents of the area ex-
pressed their gratitude to
the Pakistan Army and
the district administra-
tion for the successful
execution of the festival,
welcoming the positive
impact on both tourism
and the local economy.

ter to ascertain the
facts of the incident
and fix responsibility.”

The order said that
the aviation secretary
had constituted a four-
member board of in-
quiry and asked it to
finalise its report within
two working days.

The BoI has been
asked to ascertain
whether the action
taken by ASF officials
was in line with estab-
lished protocols or if
they transgressed their
authority and to fix re-
sponsibility if any.

Rain to subside heatwave conditions
during this week: PMD

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):Pakistan Me-
teorological Depart-
ment (PMD) has fore-
cast dust-thunder-
storm rain in upper
parts of the country
from June 04-07 that
will reduce the inten-
sity of hot weather
conditions.

Heatwave condi-
tions will subside fol-
lowing the rain this
week and citizens will
get relief from the
sweltering hot
weather conditions.

A shallow west-
erly wave was likely to
enter upper and cen-
tral parts of the coun-
try on Tuesday
evening or night and
may persist during next
03 days.

Under the influ-
ence of this weather
system, rain-wind/
thunderstorm is ex-
pected in Gilgit-
Baltistan including

Diamir, Astore, Ghizer,
Skardu, Hunza, Gilgit,
Ghanche, Shigar),
Kashmir (Neelum val-
ley, Muzaffarabad,
Rawalakot, Poonch,
Hattian, Bagh, Haveli,

Sudhanoti, Kotli,
Bhimber and Mirpur
from June 03 (evening/
night) to June 08 with
occasional gaps.

In Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a ,
duststorm/thunder-
storm with rain is ex-
pected in Chitral, Dir,
Swat, Abbottabad,
Mansehra, Haripur,
Kohistan, Shangla,
Buner, Malakand,
Kohat, Bajaur,
Mohmand, Khyber,
Peshawar, Mardan
and Kurram from June
04 (evening/night) to
June 08 with occa-
sional gaps. In Punjab/
Islamabad, duststorm/
thunderstorm with rain
is expected in
Islamabad/Rawalpindi,

Murree, Galliyat,
Attock, Chakwal,
Jhelum, Mandi
Bahauddin, Gujrat,
G u j r a n w a l a ,
Hafizabad, Sialkot,
Narowal, Lahore,
Kasur, Okara,
S h e i k h u p u r a ,
Faisalabad, Toba Tek
Singh, Jhang,
Khushab, Sargodha
and Mianwali from
June 04-06 with occa-
sional gaps.

Duststorm/thun-
derstorm with isolated
rain is also expected
in Bahawalpur,
Bahawalnagar, Dera
Ghazi Khan, Sahiwal,
Multan and Layyah
from June 05
(evening/night) to June
07.In Balochistan,
duststorm/thunder-
storm with isolated
rain is expected in
Quetta, Zhob, Ziarat,
Sherani, Kohlu,
Musakhel, Dera Bugti
and Barkhan from

June 05 (Evening/
night) to June 07 with
occasional gaps.

In Sindh,
duststorm/gusty winds
with isolated rain-thun-
derstorm is expected in
Sukkur, Jacobabad,
Kashmore and
Larkana on June 06
and June 07.

About the possible
impacts, the PMD said
that duststorm/wind-
storm and lightning
may affect daily rou-
tines, standing crops,
loose structures like
electric poles, vehicles
and solar panels etc
during the period.

Heatwave condi-
tions are likely to sub-
side in the country dur-
ing the forecast pe-
riod.

All concerned au-
thorities are advised to
remain alert and take
necessary measures to
avoid any untoward
situation.

Assam flood: Death toll surges to 18;
more than 5 lakh people affected

GUWHATTI (INP):
Assam is still facing
severe flooding and
three more people
have died, and while
the number of affected
people has gone down
slightly, new areas are
now flooded. Rivers
are overflowing, and
those affected are
seeking shelter in re-
lief camps.

A  handout issued
by the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA)
stated that 535,246
people in 13 districts
are still affected by the
flood.

The number of af-
fected people was

601,642 across 10 dis-
tricts. Since May 28,
the total number of
deaths due to floods
and storms has
reached 18, with two
in Cachar and one in
Nagaon.

Three major rivers
- Kopili, Barak, and
Kushiyara - are still
flowing above the dan-
ger level, as per the
ASDMA statement
reades. Nagaon was
the hardest-hit district,
with 303,567 people
affected, followed by
Cachar with 109,798
and Hojai with 86,382
affected individuals.
Over 39,000 displaced
people are staying in

193 relief camps
across various dis-
tricts, with an addi-
tional 82 relief distri-
bution centers operat-
ing.

Various agencies,
including NDRF,
SDRF, and local au-
thorities, are conduct-
ing rescue and relief
operations. Medical
teams have also been
sent to provide assis-
tance in the affected
areas.

Reports of dam-
age to infrastructure
such as roads, bridges,
and other property
have been received
from various districts.

The 14 districts

affected by the flood
are Hailakandi,
Karimganj, Hojai,
Dhemaji, Kamrup,
Dibrugarh, Nagaon,
Morigaon, Cachar,
South Salmara, Karbi
Anglong West,
Golaghat, and Dima-
Hasao. Nagaon is the
district most severely
affected, with over
300,000 people im-
pacted, followed by
Cachar, where the
number of affected
persons is over
100,000. Among the
three deaths reported
on Sunday, two were
from Cachar, while
one person died in
Nagaon.

Over 906,011 children to be immunized
during anti-polio drive

R A W A L P I N D I
(INP): Commissioner
Rawalpindi Division
Aamir Khatak Mon-
day inaugurated the
Second Sub National
Immunization Drive
(SNID-II) by adminis-
tering polio drops to
children under five
years of age.

The coordinator of
the World Health Or-
ganization, Health Au-
thority and officers of
other relevant depart-
ments were also
present on the occa-
sion. Speaking on the

occasion, Khatak said
the campaign was
launched against the
presence of positive
polio environmental
samples in the prov-
ince which could be
avoided by administer-
ing the anti-polio vac-
cine.

He informed that
around 906,011 chil-
dren would be immu-
nized during the drive
while 2,834 mobile
teams, 677 area
incharges,269 fixed
points and 192 Union
Council medical offic-

ers were participating
in the campaign.

The commis-
sioner pointed out that
children were also im-
munized at 125 transit
points in the district.

He directed the
officials to give spe-
cial attention to the
high-risk Union Coun-
cils of the district and
no child should be left
without immunization.

He further di-
rected to cover the re-
fusal and non-at-
tended cases on the
same day, adding no

negligence would be
tolerated in that re-
gard. Meanwhile, Dis-
trict Superintendent
Vaccination, Dr
Muhammad Nadeem
told APP that over
160,000 children
would be administrated
against the Polio virus
on the first day of the
campaign.

He urged the citi-
zens, particularly the
parents, to come for-
ward and play their
role in eliminating the
crippling disease from
society.

ISLAMABAD: President Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari meet
President Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry Saqib Rafiq at Chamber House Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Chirman Senate, Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani in a Group Photo with the Delegation of
World Football and Pakistan Football League (UK) at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson of Benazir Income Support Programe, Mrs. Rubina Khalid engages in a
productive dialogue with UNICEF Country Representative, Mr. Abdullah Fadil, at BISP HQ.

Ahead of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s visit to China from June 4, hopes are high
in Islamabad that the flagging multibillion-dollar China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) will be revived.
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Critical Anti-polio Campaign Kicks off
across Sindh Province

Heatwave persists in country, rain
forecast in some areas

Senate committees formation stalled
by disagreement

CAP advocates tax reform for retailers
to boost economy

PBC condemns PTI’s demand of CJP
recusal from party’s cases

KARACHI (INP):  A critical
anti-polio campaign begun on
Monday across Sindh province,
including Karachi. The drive
aims to vaccinate over 540,000

children under the age of
five between June 3rd and 9th.

More than 35,000 health
workers will be administering
the polio vaccine, with over
4,000 security personnel ensur-
ing their safety.

This campaign coincides
with similar efforts in Punjab,
where Lahore, Rawalpindi,
Faisalabad, Multan, Mianwali,
and Okara are also launching
anti-polio

drives. Health officials
warn that summer heat creates
ideal conditions for the polio
virus to spread, making this
vaccination campaign crucial.

Everyone in Sindh is urged
to cooperate with health work-

ers and ensure that all children
under five receive the life-sav-
ing polio drops.

Meanwhile, in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, a five-day anti-
polio drive in 23 districts
started on Monday, with more
than 3.5 million children ex-
pected to be

administered anti-polio
drops during the campaign.

In Pakistan’s southwest-
ern Balochistan province, a
seven-day anti-polio campaign
began in 14 districts during
which over 1.8 million children
would be administered anti-
polio drops.

“Due to expected heat-
wave in Naseerabad, Sibi,
Jaffarabad, Usta Muhammad,
Dera Bugti and Sohbatpur, the
anti-polio drive will begin on 8th
of this month,” said.

Prime minister’s coordina-

tor on national health services,
Malik Mukhtar Ahmed
Bharath, on Sunday urged par-
ents and caregivers to ensure
their children

received the best care pos-
sible. “Poliovirus has paralyzed
04 children this year and is con-
sistently being detected in sew-
age samples, which means the
risk

to children remains very
high,” he said in a statement.

“We are resolved to end
polio from our country and the
support of parents and commu-
nities is critical in helping us
achieve this goal,” Bharath
added. Pakistan’s efforts to
contain polio have often been
met with opposition, especially
in KP, where militants have
carried out attacks against vac-
cinators and security teams
guarding them.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Heatwave continues to domi-
nate most parts of the country,
particularly in the southern dis-
tricts, according to the latest
forecast

from the Meteorological
Department, with a mix of hot
and humid conditions and spo-
radic rain in some areas.

The southern districts re-
main under an intense
heatwave, with temperatures
soaring to extreme levels.
Coastal areas, including
Karachi, are experiencing hot

and humid weather, though
there is a slight possibility of
drizzle along the coastline, of-
fering minor relief.

In contrast, northeast
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) have a
chance of rain accompanied by
thunderstorms at a few places.

Specifically, Islamabad and its
surrounding areas are ex-

pected to stay partly cloudy
with intermittent rain, provid-
ing some respite from the heat.

Upper Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa may also expe-
rience rainfall in select areas,
while the majority of
Balochistan will remain hot.
However, the coastal belt of

Balochistan might see a
drizzle, slightly tempering the
heat.

The upper districts of
Sindh are forecast to endure
very hot conditions, maintain-
ing the trend of soaring tem-
peratures.

Residents in the plain ar-
eas of Punjab, including
Murree, Galiyat, and
Rawalpindi, can expect some
rainfall, which could bring
down temperatures momen-

tarily.
The Met Department ad-

vises residents to stay hydrated
and take precautions against
the intense heat. People in ar-
eas with rain forecasts should
be prepared

for sudden weather
changes and plan their activi-
ties accordingly.

Meanwhile, the Met De-
partment forecasts a decrease
in the intensity of heat this
week in Karachi. The current
weather in the city is partly
cloudy, with sea

breezes providing much-
needed respite. Winds are
blowing from the southwest at
a speed of 22 kilometres per
hour, helping to moderate the
temperature. Despite this, the
maximum temperature is still
expected to reach up to 36 de-
grees Celsius.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Pakistan Bar Council (PBC)
has strongly condemned Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI)
demand for Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP)

Qazi Faez Isa to recuse
himself from hearing cases re-
lated to the party.

According to the official
statement, the PBC termed the
demand as “unfortunate and
unacceptable” saying that it
was an attempt to pressure the
CJP and

undermine the indepen-
dence of the judiciary. The
council emphasized that the
CJP is a highly respected and
impartial judge, and his integ-
rity is beyond question.

The PBC also highlighted
that the CJP has always up-
held the rule of law and the su-
premacy of the Constitution,
and any attempts to malign him
or the

judiciary would be re-
jected. The council reiterated
its commitment to upholding
the principles of an indepen-
dent judiciary and the rule of
law.

Earlier, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) demanded Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi
Faez Isa rescue himself from
benches hearing cases related
to party and

its founder Imran Khan. A
statement issued after the PTI
core committee demanded the

recusal of CJP Qazi Faez Isa
from cases related to PTI and
founder Imran

Khan, citing concerns over
bias and impartiality.

The PTI alleged that the
Chief Justice’s hearing of their
cases has a “negative impact”
on the fair trial. The demand
came as the Supreme Court is
hearing Sunni Ittehad Council’s
(SIC) reserved seats case on
June 3. Chief Justice of Paki-
stan Qazi Faez Isa would head
the bench. It is pertinent to
mention here that Imran Khan
appeared before Supreme
Court bench, led by CJP Isa,
in a case pertaining to amend-
ments to National Accountabil-
ity (NAB) Ordinance 1999.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
formation of Senate Standing
Committees has hit a deadlock
due to a heated disagreement
between the government and
the

opposition. The tussle cen-
ters on the allocation of key
committees, with the govern-
ment coalition seeking control
over crucial areas such as for-
eign affairs,

finance, and interior.
Despite an important

meeting between Senate
Chairman Yusuf Raza Gilani,
Leader of the House Ishaq
Dar, and Leader of the Oppo-
sition Shibli Faraz, no

resolution was achieved.

According to sources, the Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP)
has requested the Finance
Committee and the Law and
Justice Committee,

insisting on the chairman-
ship of Saleem Mandviwala
being handed to Farooq H.
Naik.

However, Shibli Faraz has
firmly rejected the
government's proposed distri-
bution formula. He argues that
the standing committees,
which have traditionally

been chaired by the oppo-
sition for the last 12 years,
should continue to be allocated
to them. Faraz emphasized the
role of these committees in

monitoring government policies
and ensuring parliamentary ac-
countability, accusing the gov-
ernment allies of attempting to
undermine this process.

"The unfair allocation of
committees is a weak and un-
democratic practice that
threatens the integrity of our
parliamentary system," Faraz
stated. He further criticized the
current administration, claim-
ing that the PDM-2 govern-
ment has significantly damaged
the country's institutions.

As the impasse continues,
the Senate's ability to function
effectively remains in jeopardy,
with both sides showing no
signs of backing down.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Consumer Associations of Pa-
kistan (CAP) has urged for
sweeping reforms in the taxa-
tion system for retailers, em-
phasizing the

necessity to spur eco-
nomic growth and ensure sus-
tainable tax compliance.

In a recent statement,
CAP's Chairman Tariq
Mehboob Rana and Senior
Vice-Chairman Asfand Yar
Faruukh highlighted the pivotal
role played by over 200 tax-

compliant Tier-1 Retailers
integrated with the FBR-POS
system in Pakistan's formal
economy.

These retailers not only
contribute significantly to the
economy

but also provide direct
employment to over 2,000,000
individuals, with numerous
more jobs created indirectly.

Despite efforts to stream-
line taxation in the retail sec-
tor, an increasingly imbalanced

environment has led to the clo-
sure of several integrated Tier-
1 retailers and a reduction in
physical retail networks over
the past two years, Rana
stated. This downturn has re-
sulted in decreased employ-
ment opportunities

and a stagnation in domes-
tic investment in branded re-
tail.

To address these chal-
lenges, CAP proposed several
measures including restoring
the 12% GST rate for Inte-
grated Tier-1 Retailers and re-
viving the POS Prize

Scheme for consumers.
They argued that a rationalized
GST rate would incentivize
faster integration of Tier-1
Retailers, who currently bear
a

disproportionate tax bur-
den compared to undocu-
mented retailers.

Additionally, CAP recom-
mended transforming the Tajir
Dost Scheme (TDS) into a

simplified tax registration
scheme for all retailers, un-
linked from cumbersome ad-
vance tax payment obligations.
They suggested that retailers
should be subject to normal
taxation rather than additional
advance tax payments, which
often prove burdensome.

Furthermore, CAP pro-
posed implementing a fixed
sales tax rate of 3% on retail
transactions conducted via
digital payments to curb the
practice of fake invoices and
encourage digital transactions,
reducing cash usage and in-
creasing documentation.

As a reform-oriented
trade body, CAP expressed its
commitment to supporting the
government's efforts to im-
prove the economic situation
and requested a

meeting with the Finance
Minister to discuss these pro-
posals in detail, offering their
full cooperation in implement-
ing effective taxation policies.

LESCO deploys additional staff
 during heat wave

LAHORE (INP): Lahore Electric
Supply Company (LESCO) has
arranged additional staff in view
of the heat wave, pulling out the
staffers from construction, GSE
and streetlight sections, and de-
ploying them to circle operations
to minimize response time and
maintain customer convenience.

According to LESCO
spokesman here Monday, the
company is ensuring enough
stock of transformers and related
equipments on priority basis to
restore power supply in the short-
est possible time in case of any
emergency. He mentioned that
special instructions have been
passed on to the Complaint.

The Chief Engineer (Opera-
tions) is also maintaining con-
stant liaison with all the field staff,
officers and officials for mainte-
nance of supply at all times, while
emergency vehicles have been

specially arranged and necessary
instructions have been issued to
the respective sections.

During the last 12 hours, he
said, out of 2169 feeders of
LESCO, only 44 feeders have been
affected due to technical failure,
adding that two percent feeders
were affected at different times
due to technical reasons, which
were rectified in time.

The spokesman said that for
the convenience of its customers,
LESCO is also releasing the data
related to feeders every hour on
electronic and print media, besides
updating its official social media
accounts.

The damaged feeders were
restored within 20 minutes to four
and half hours and during last 12
hours, power supply was restored
on time on 41 feeders, he said,
asserting that currently power
supply is suspended on only

three feeders of LESCO.
At present, load-shedding is

not being done anywhere except
on high-loss making feeders, and
load-shedding of three hours is
being done on 131 feeders of Cat-
egory-3; four-hour on 57 feeders
of Category-4; and five hours on
37 feeders of Category-5.

The spokesman mentioned
that LESCO is responsible for
power distribution in five districts-
Lahore, Sheikhupura, Nankana,
Qasor and Okara.

The company serves a total
of 6.5 million customers with 86
percent domestic, 1.4 percent in-
dustrial, 1.1 commercial and 1..1
percent of agricultural category.

He added that LESCO with
its total of 18,000 employees main-
tains 202 Sub-Divisional offices,
42 X-En (Executive Engineer) of-
fices and eight offices of SE (Su-
perintending Engineer).

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltistan Haji Gulbar Khan offering Fateha after condoling
with Ambassador of Iran, Reza Amiri Moghadam over the sad demise of the President of Iran Dr.
Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi at the Embassy of Iran.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb in a meet-
ing with Regional Head of Technology and Tax, McKinsey & Co. Tom Isherwood.

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Attaullah Tarar ad-
dressing a press conference

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting on preparation of
his upcoming visit to China.


