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IHC orders de-sealing of PTI’s
central secretariat in capital

ISLAMABAD:  The
Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
Tuesday ordered de-sealing of
the central secretariat of Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) in the G-8
sector of the capital.

IHC Justice Saman Rafat
Imtiaz allowed a petition filed by
PTI General Secretary Omar Ayub
through his counsel Mohammad
Shuaib Shaheen.

The PTI had challenged the
Capital Development Authority
(CDA)’s operation conducted on
its secretariat in G-8/4 on May 23.
The civic agency had sealed the
premises for violation of its by-
laws. In the petition, the PTI
termed the operation and sealing
of its secretariat “without having
lawful authority, malafidely, politi-
cal victimisation, without adopt-
ing due process of law and con-
trary to the provisions as enunci-
ated under the constitution of Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973.”

As per the petition, “Arshad
Dad and Naseemur Rehman, both
members of PTI central finance
board, through an agreement
dated 17.07.2020, purchased com-
mercial plot No.1-A, measuring 30
X 48, 160 Sq. Yards situated at
shopping centre G-8/4-2,
Islamabad, from Sartaj Ali.”

When the seller wrote a let-
ter to the CDA on July 29, 2020,
for the transfer of the allotment of
plot, the civic agency on July 30,
2020 allotted/transferred the plot
in the name of the PTI.

However, “on May 23, 2024,
at about 11:15pm, the petitioner
through electronic media came to
know that the CDA in connivance

with the Islamabad police was
demolishing the PTI’s head office
at the said plot.” The petitioner
requested the CDA and police of-
ficials to show any order or no-
tice pertaining to encroachment
which had ever been issued. The
CDA and police officials instead
of showing any order or notice
started demolishing the PTI’s
head office which was illegal, said
the petition. Counsel for the CDA
Hafiz Arafat Ahmed Chaudhry, on
the other hand, argued that the
premises falls in the category of
commercial plots but was found
in non-conforming use.

The PTI has constructed ad-
ditional storeys in violation of the
CDA’s building control regula-
tions, he added. According to the
counsel, the premise was sealed
in accordance with law. However,
Advocate Shaheen contended
that “no notice or show-cause
notice was ever served upon to
the PTI prior to sealing the secre-
tariat.” The court noted that the
sealing order of May 10, 2024 pur-
portedly for violation of building
and zoning regulations was is-
sued without prior notice. Justice
Imtiaz observed: “It is clear and
apparent that CDA has failed to
establish that the sealing of the
subject property was carried out
after issuance. NEWS DESK.

Suspected robber
lynched by mob in

Karachi
karachi: A suspected robber

acting alone was lynched by an
angry mob in Ittehad Town,
Karachi on Wednesday, officials
said.

Speaking to Dawn.com, Sta-
tion House Officer (SHO) Rao
Shabbir said the suspect, armed
with a pistol, attempted to loot a
citizen near Babu Chowk in
Qaimkhani Colony.

The citizen put up resistance,
and was joined by others stand-
ing nearby, who got hold of the
suspect.

The mob beat him severely
with blunt instruments, resulting
in his death on the spot, SHO
Shabbir said.The body was
shifted to Civil Hospital Karachi,
where the suspect’s identity
could not be ascertained immedi-
ately, according to SHO Shabbir.

The police claimed to have
recovered one pistol along with
rounds, the SHO added.

Recent reports indicate a sig-
nificant surge in street crime in
Karachi, with daily occurrences of
theft and violence. NEWS DESK.

AJK court rejects
poet Ahmed Farhad’s

bail petition
MUZAFFARABAD: Agree-

ing with the contentions of the
prosecution, an anti-terrorism
court in Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) on Tuesday rejected
the bail plea of detained poet
Ahmed Farhad Shah, holding that
the legal points advanced by his
counsel did not apply to the case
in hand.

Mr Shah, who had gone miss-
ing from his Islamabad residence
on May 15, had surprisingly “re-
surfaced” in Gujjar Kohala, a vil-
lage near the AJK border with
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, on May 29
when the Islamabad High Court
was hearing a petition seeking his
recovery. Justice Mohsin Akhtar
Kayani, the senior puisne judge
of the IHC, had fra-med 12 ques-
tions mostly related to the func-
tions and obligations of spy agen-
cies i.e. Inter-Serv-ices Intelli-
gence, Military Intelli-gence and
the Intelligence Bureau.   The
court was informed by AGP
Man-soor Usman Awan. NEWS
DESK.

High-Level Meeting Ensures
Enhanced Security for Anti-Polio

Campaign in Balochistan
Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: A high-level meet-
ing was held under the chairman-
ship of Inspector General Police
Abdul Khaliq Shaikh at the Cen-
tral Police Office to review and
enhance security measures for
the ongoing anti-polio campaign
in Balochistan. This meeting fol-
lowed an attack by an angry mob
in Chaman the previous day,
which resulted in injuries to two
female polio workers and two Lev-
ies personnel guarding the team.

Key officials in attendance
included Commissioner Quetta
Hamza Shafaqat, Coordinator for
Balochistan Polio Zahid Shah,
AIG Operation Dr. Sami, SSP Op-
eration Muhammad Baloch, Cap-
tain Retd Anwar Al-Haq, Coordi-
nator National Emergency Opera-
tion Center Polio Islamabad, Briga-
dier Retired Abdul Hasan, and
Ghulam Dastgir Ghalzai.

The meeting featured a de-
tailed briefing on the steps taken
to protect the anti-polio teams
across the province. The focus
was on providing foolproof secu-
rity to ensure the success of the
polio campaign. Despite facing
extreme weather conditions and
unjustified threats, police person-
nel assigned to protect the polio
teams have been provided with
essential facilities.

Inspector General Police
Abdul Khaliq Shaikh emphasized
the critical importance of eradicat-
ing polio, describing it as a vital

national duty. He praised the dedi-
cation and bravery of the police
officers who have risked their lives
to ensure the safety of polio work-
ers. The IG stressed the neces-
sity of assigning additional per-
sonnel to areas with significant
security challenges to ensure the
smooth administration of polio
drops.

The IG Balochistan reaf-
firmed the police force’s steadfast
commitment to making
Balochistan a polio-free province.
He assured that all necessary mea-
sures and resources would be al-
located to meet the demands and
ensure the security of polio work-
ers. The bravery and dedication
of the police officers were com-
mended, with a promise that their
sacrifices would be duly recog-
nized.

This high-level meeting un-
derscores the relentless efforts
and unwavering commitment of
Balochistan’s police force in the
fight against polio, ensuring that
every child in the province re-
ceives the crucial polio vaccine
despite the challenges faced.

New Gwadar airport clears
calibration flight test

RAWALPINDI: A cali-
bration aircraft successfully
test-landed on Tuesday at the
New Gwadar International Air-
port (NGIAP), a key milestone
of the airport project which is
expected to be operational by
the fourth quarter of this year.

The Pakistan Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) in a press re-
lease termed the successful
test-landing of the aircraft an
important milestone for the
New Gwadar International Air-
port (NGIAP).

A spokesman for the
PCAA said in a press release
that the calibration aircraft was
welcomed to the airport with a
customary water cannon sa-
lute by the Rescue and Fire
Fighting Services Depart-ment
of CAA.

The accomplishment is the
result of the collaborative ef-
forts of the Chinese and Paki-
stani project teams, the spokes-
man said.

The airport is projected to

be completed and become op-
erational by the fourth quarter
of this year.

The completion of the
New Gwadar International Air-
port is likely to have a trans-
formative impact on the devel-
opment of Gwadar and its sur-
rounding areas, as well as im-
prove lives of the people of
Balochistan province and the
coastal region, the press re-
lease said.

Quetta Sanjadi Tragedy Exposes Systemic
Failures: A Call for Accountability and Reform

Syed Ali Shah:

Quetta: Yesterday’s coal
mine explosion in Sanjadi Quetta,
Balochistan, has left our hearts
heavy and our resolve unwaver-
ing. Eleven lives lost, families shat-
tered, and a community in mourn-
ing—this is neither the first nor
the last incident. It’s time to con-
front the grim reality: our govern-
ment and mine owners bear re-
sponsibility for this tragedy.

1. Safety Negligence:
A Reckless Gamble

The gas filling mishap that
led to the explosion underscores
the negligence prevailing in our
mines. The lives of our miners are
treated as expendable commodi-
ties, sacrificed at the altar of
profit. The Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA)
and the mines department must
be held accountable for failing to
enforce safety protocols. We de-
mand transparency in their inves-
tigations and immediate action to
prevent further loss of life.

2. Broken Families,
Broken Promises

Shahid Rind’s condolences
are empty words unless backed
by tangible support. Families left
without breadwinners deserve
more than sympathy—they need
compensation, education, and
emotional care.

The government’s promises
must translate into action. We call
upon the authorities to establish
a relief fund for affected families
and ensure their well-being.

3. Urgent Reforms: A
Matter of Life and Death

The collapse of mine sec-
tions trapped our workers, reveal-
ing the fragility of our mining in-
frastructure. Stricter safety proto-
cols are non-negotiable.

 The Balochistan government
must overhaul its approach, invest
in modern equipment, and priori-
tize worker safety. Lives are not
expendable; they are our most
precious resource.

4. Beyond Condo-
lences: A Collective

Responsibility

As we grieve, let us chan-
nel our anger into collective ac-
tion. Mine owners, government
officials, and the entire commu-
nity must unite to prevent such
tragedies. We demand:

Independent Oversight:
A committee comprising ex-
perts, labor representatives, and
civil society members to moni-
tor safety compliance.

Worker Empowerment:
Unions and associations must be
strengthened to advocate for
miners’ rights.

Public Awareness: Edu-
cate communities about the
risks and demand accountabil-
ity.

This editorial is a call to
arms. Let us honor the fallen by
demanding change.

The Sanjadi tragedy must
mark the turning point—a wake-
up call for safety, justice, and
compassion.

Note: The views expressed
in this editorial are those of the
author and do not necessarily
reflect the newspaper’s official
stance.

Scores of people gathered outside a coal mine where 2 miners were trapped in
Dukki: Photo provided by the author

Being built over 4,300
acres of land, the airport,

which will handle domes-
tic and international flights, is
an important part of the
CPEC, an energy and infra-
structure corridor between the
two countries. NEWS DESK.

Tensions Escalate in Chaman Following Attack on
Deputy Commissioner

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

CHAMAN: Tensions
have significantly increased in
Chaman following an attack on
Deputy Commissioner Raja
Athar Abbas by members of
the sit-in committee during ne-
gotiations. The incident fol-
lowed the arrest of key lead-
ers of the sit-in, leading to
heightened unrest in the area.
In response, a large number of
people initiated a sit-in outside
the Deputy Commissioner’s
office.

The situation, already
tense due to a recent attack on
a polio team in Chaman, has
worsened. As a precaution, the
administration has suspended
mobile and internet services for
two days. The closure of mar-
kets, government offices, and
other businesses in Chaman
has disrupted daily life and eco-
nomic activities.

According to Deputy
Commissioner Raja Athar
Abbas, members of the sit-in
committee attacked him and
vandalized his office. He was
protected by his bodyguards.
The arrested leaders include
Sadiq Achakzai, Ghosullah,
Bugai, Mustafa Agha Khan,
Muladad, Baki Khan, and
Inayat, who have been trans-
ferred to Quetta.

An FIR has been regis-
tered against ten members of

the sit-in committee for attack-
ing Levies personnel, with
charges including anti-terror-
ism provisions. The complaint
was lodged by SHO CTD at
the CTD police station.

Despite security forces’
efforts to reopen the Chaman-
Quetta highway, protesters
have blocked it at various
points. Chaman city is observ-
ing a complete shutter-down
strike, with all markets, gov-
ernment offices, banks, and
even the press club closed.
This has prevented government

employees from receiving their
salaries.

Local administration offi-
cials have condemned the pro-
testers’ actions, stating that
challenging the state is unac-
ceptable and that those who do
so do not deserve any conces-
sions.

On the other hand, the pro-
testers have denied these alle-
gations, accusing the govern-
ment of using excessive force.
The Pashtoonkhwa Milli
Awami Party has strongly con-
demned the government’s ac-

tions, calling it an abuse of
power against peaceful pro-
testers. They have warned that
if their leaders are not released,
they will intensify their pro-
tests.

This situation underscores
the growing unrest in Chaman
and the challenges faced by
both the administration and the
protesters.

Efforts to mediate and find
a peaceful resolution are cru-
cial to restore normalcy and
ensure the safety of all in-
volved.
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The centre cannot hold
By Arifa Noor:

An invitation to embrace reason
By Jawed Naqvi:

Fertiliser subsidy
By Aijaz A. Nizamani:

Mass extinction
By Aisha Khan:

WHEAT is the most

important dietary com-
ponent in food con-
sumed in Pakistan. The
same is reflected in
Pakistan’s cultivation
trends, with over 22 mil-
lion acres of farmland —
more than 50 per cent of
the cropped area — allo-
cated to wheat crops in
the winter. The winter
season is when fertiliser
requirements peak, and
fertiliser plants have to
compete with power
plants for natural gas in
order to produce nitrog-
enous fertiliser.

However, dwindling
domestic supplies and
increased competition in
the international market
for natural gas have
made these competing
demands nearly impos-
sible for Pakistani
policymakers to manage.
Invariably, bureaucrats
and politicians make a
mess of the situation,
and the high cost of their
mess is passed on to
consumers and produc-
ers alike. It is no surprise
that the country imports
millions of tonnes of
wheat worth hundreds
of millions of dollars ev-
ery year. The current
year’s budget has allo-
cated Rs30 billion for
fertiliser subsidies. This
subsidy is used to pay
for cheap gas to fertiliser
plants, which, in return,
are supposed to provide
their urea and phos-
phatic fertiliser products
at administered rates to
farmers through their
distribution networks.
The list of ministries and
bureaucracies involved
in the disbursement of
this subsidy is mind-
boggling. For a com-
paratively low figure of

Rs30bn, the list of min-
istries involved includes
the Ministry of Indus-
tries and Production, the
Ministry of Petroleum,
the Oil & Gas Regula-
tory Authority, the Cabi-
net Division, the Minis-
try of Food Security and
Research and the Min-
istry of Finance.

Since their bureau-
crats get caught up in
turf wars, making timely
decisions is not pos-
sible. Each year, delayed
government decisions
on setting gas prices for
fertiliser plants also re-
sult in bottlenecks in the
value chain. Gas supply
bottlenecks give rise to
discrimination: the Com-
petition Commission of
Pakistan is often ap-
proached by plants that
do not receive enough
supply of gas, while oth-
ers are reportedly
favoured.

The impact of this
mismanagement is seen
in the small-town mar-
kets of rural Pakistan,
where farmers are pay-
ing between Rs5,000
and Rs5,500 for a bag of
urea in the black market,
which is supposed to be
sold at Rs3,250 this sea-
son. The situation was
no different under the
PTI government when
farmers queued all day
to receive just two bags
of fertiliser. Industry
sources say the country
has enough plant capac-
ity to produce more
fertiliser than needed by
local farmers. So, why
are wheat farmers forced
to buy from the black
market each year in win-
ter, especially for a crop
as important as wheat?
The price differential is
not the only issue: pro-
ducers also suffer from

what economists call high
transaction costs, as well
as the loss of valuable
time. They are unable to
provide crops with vital
plant nutrients when they
are critically needed, re-
sulting in loss of produc-
tion, which is ultimately
met through wheat im-
ports.

The fertiliser sub-
sidy is not provided to
farmers but to fertiliser
plants — in other words,
to industrialists. The ra-
tionale provided for this
arrangement is that it ul-
timately helps farmers.
However, as the experi-
ence every year shows,
it does not work that way,
as farmers invariably pay
more than administered
prices for their require-
ments.  Some studies
done by the Pakistan In-
stitute for Development
Economics also show
that the fertiliser subsidy
does not significantly
impact food costs for the
poor. The logical ques-
tion is: why not do away
with the subsidy alto-
gether when both con-
sumers and producers
(farmers) do not get the
value it is paid for?

Since farmers are net
losers in this subsidy re-
gime, it is they who
should demand a liberal
fertiliser import and export
mechanism. It looks like
even fertiliser manufac-
turers are not averse to a
market-based mecha-
nism: they believe they
can export fertiliser under
such a regime, bringing in
as much as $500m in for-
eign exchange. Free im-
ports and an export facili-
tation policy would go a
long way towards im-
proving food security
while cutting out meddle-
some bureaucracies.

SHAKESPEARE may

have come up with a line
for all times when he
wrote “to be or not to
be”, but in Pakistan we
have found a dilemma
just as important and
worthy of much debate.

We have been won-
dering whether or not
this past year and what
it brought in politics was
unprecedented. Is it sim-
ply more of the same aka
2018 main bhi yehi hua
tha, or have the excesses
against a political party
touched new heights —
or should it be lows?

At this rate, this dis-
cussion will continue as
we enter 2024 because
we Pakistanis believe in
carrying our baggage
with us, as we do our cir-
cular debts. But instead
of a recap of the year that
passed, let me try and
offer a slightly different,
or zara hat kai, version
of what we have been
experiencing for the past
few years, and what re-
ally is ‘unprecedented’.

Pakistan has
evolved as a country
which has become used
to living on international
rents,  thanks to our
geostrategic position.
From Ayub Khan’s deci-
sion to join the Western
bloc to the two Afghan
wars, we picked friends
and allies who came
bearing gifts in the form
of aid and dollars, which
were then used to make
the economy grow —
and ‘buy’ legitimacy for
the unelectable leaders
ruling us.

Elections — man-
aged ones — were held,
and state patronage, in
the shape of develop-
ment funds, were shared
with politicians, which
then trickled down to the
people. The politicians,
give or take a few, fell in
line in that despite con-
stant refrains of unfair
and rigged elections,
political parties generally
opted to sit in parliament.

Other than arguing
that this was important
for strengthening the
parliamentary process,
this also suited indi-
vidual parliamentarians,
in all parties, who needed
access to patronage,
which was routed
through the forum.

However, this politi-
cal consensus — if it can
be called that — has
been weakening in recent
years as the economy
has faltered. The inflow
of aid has been reducing;
there is less money to
spare and share, while
the expenses of the
state/ government con-
tinue to grow.

The absence of re-
form means the economy
is not growing, while the
needs of the populace
continue to explode.
Urbanisation and the
youth bulge add to the
problems; the existing
patronage system can
only cater to a limited
number. The impact this
has had on politics in
terms of new parties and
movements is an issue
which continues to be
discussed t ime and
again.

But more important,
this crisis of the economy
has weakened consen-
sus among the elite — an
elite which was willing to
let the military establish-
ment be the primary
stakeholder at home be-
cause of its ability to se-
cure rents from abroad.
And if this primary role
meant that the latter in-
tervened in politics, dis-
rupted the political pro-
cess and dominated
policymaking, so be it.

The judiciary would
provide legal cover, the
politicians would take
part in elections and pro-
vide a form of legitimacy.
Even the business elite
would pay homage to
the ‘stability’ brought
about. This allowed the
establishment to enjoy
legitimacy and claim it
had the people’s sup-
port.

However,  this
started changing in the
post-Musharraf period
as rents began to dry up.
Perhaps one can argue
that from the 2013 PML-
N term onwards, inter-
vention in politics and
the resultant instability
has garnered more and
more criticism from soci-
ety and within the elite
because in the absence
of international rents, it
is hard to camouflage the
instability that interven-
tions cause in politics.

With the economic
crisis intensifying, criti-
cism has simply grown in
the wake of the clash
with the PTI, beginning
with its removal from
power and the crack-

down which followed in
2023.

This absence of
consensus is not just
visible in the judiciary,
which has more than
once given decisions
that have made the
establishment’s ‘plans’
(or scripts) difficult to
implement, but also in
the reluctance of politi-
cians to fall in line.

Forming the king’s
party is not the walk in
the park it used to be
because state patronage
is not proving enough to
muster the numbers
needed to secure victo-
ries.

And as the popu-
lace, for the reasons
mentioned, is also opt-
ing for parties such as
the PTI (in mainstream
areas such as Punjab),
electables are being
forced to choose be-
tween the people — or
their choice of party —
and the establishment. If
this was PML-N in 2018,
it is PTI in 2023.

This is one reason
for the harsh measures
we have been witness-
ing in recent years where
politicians have faced
imprisonment, torture,
threats to family and
business. If this meant
disqualification and im-
prisonment for the PML-
N 2017 onwards, it has
at present led to tempo-
rary enforced disappear-
ances for those in the
PTI as well  as
kidnappings of family
members and raids on
their homes.

In other words, the

establishment has turned
to harsher tactics, as it
faces loss of legitimacy,
not just among the
people but also the po-
litical elite, who were ear-
lier willing to play second
fiddle.

Ask any PTI politi-
cian who has to contest
an election and he will
explain that while the es-
tablishment is pressur-
ing him to switch sides,
the voters have warned
him that he can only win
if he stands firm. And
there are no solutions to
this equation, it seems.

The point of this
spiel was not just to ex-
plain that what is unprec-
edented is the fragile
consensus which had
existed earlier among the
elite. In fact, it is also to
argue that the ‘heavy-
handedness’ in display
may not end soon. As
the economic crisis in-
tensifies and the frag-
mentation of the elite
continues, the establish-
ment will turn more au-
thoritarian, as i t
struggles to maintain its
dominance.

In the short term,
there might not be a
change in this larger
policy unless there is a
quick (miraculous) injec-
tion of funds which can
restore — even partially
— the earlier system.
The targets may change
but the repressive mea-
sures, I fear, are here to
stay, unless all the play-
ers are willing to sit
down and chalk out a
new consensus.

AS Prime Minister

Modi leads the inaugu-
ration of the Ram temple
in Ayodhya this month
— built on the rubble of
the Babri masjid upon
the supreme court’s di-
rectives — another land-
mark mosque in the
sights of the old parlia-
ment house is gasping
for the luck of the turkey
at the White House. A
solitary bird is tradition-
ally spared the knife on
Thanksgiving Day, a
symbol of the US
president’s generosity.

The Sunehri Bagh
mosque has enjoyed the
status of a heritage
monument of Delhi, but
the city municipality has
proposed to raze it to
ease traffic on the road
frequented by VIPs. His-
toric mosques in
Varanasi and Mathura,
on the other hand, are
facing the fate that be-
fell the Babri masjid.

Among the Sunehri
Bagh mosque’s historic
claims is the fact that
Maulana Hasrat Mohani
slept and prayed there
when attending the con-
stituent assembly. The
maulana wouldn’t take
money for his stay even
from the Communist
Party of which he was
member as he went on
political errands often
riding pil lion on a
comrade’s bicycle.

With this mosque in
the crosshairs of a right-
wing government, this
New Year column hopes
to offer a handy fact
sheet on a truer India to
celebrities like Amitabh

Bachchan, Sachin
Tendulkar and Virat
Kohli who have been in-
vited to the inauguration
in Ayodhya.

Communist Party
chief Sitaram Yechury
has turned down the in-
vitation, saying he
wouldn’t want to be a
part of any political ex-
ploitation of religion.
Sonia Gandhi is also in-
vited, reports say, but
she too would likely
forgo the visit on similar
grounds.

The influential
invitees might want to
look beyond the Hindu-
Muslim chasm, some real
but mostly cooked up, to
glean less familiar facts
about Lord Ram in India
and abroad, and about
the enrichment of Hindu
motifs and cultural ex-
pressions by Muslim
writers, old and new.
There’s no gainsaying
that general elections are
due in May, and the
event in Ayodhya is
primed to mobilise gull-
ible voters.

Two dates are im-
portant to bear in mind,
one that seeks to
conflate muscular Hindu-
ism with muscular na-
tionalism, and the other
as a thinly veiled assault
on a campaign to expel
caste hierarchies from
Hindu society.
Jawaharlal Nehru was
the target in the first in-
stance.

The dismantling of
the special  status of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Aug 5, 2019, was fol-
lowed next year by a
ground-breaking cer-

emony for the Ayodhya
temple by Mr Modi, also
on Aug 5.

Nehru had strongly
warned the UP chief min-
ister that the communal
strife triggered in
Ayodhya by the officially
aided but surreptitious
installation of idols in-
side the Babri masjid in
1949 would have an ad-
verse impact on relations
with Jammu and Kashmir,
a likely reference to
Sheikh Abdullah’s sup-
port for India’s secular
promise as opposed to
religiously conceived
Pakistan.

With the Kashmir
and Ayodhya moves,
Modi ground Nehru’s
idea of India into dust.
That the Ayodhya
mosque was destroyed
on Dec 6, 1992, drowned
out an important day in
the Dalit calendar — the
death anniversary of
Dalit leader Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar.

Gandhiji pleaded
with Ambedkar to join his
efforts to press for a
Temple Entry law that
would remove the
Brahmanical bar on
Dalits entering Hindu
temples. Ambedkar de-
scribed his community as
‘Depressed Classes’ and
refused Gandhi’s over-
ture in February 1933.
The decision hasn’t lost
importance.

Ambedkar’s reply:
“The Depressed Classes
think that the surest way
of elevation lies in edu-
cation, higher employ-
ment and better ways of
earning a living. … Pro-
ceeding on these lines …

they will not spend their
resources on such an
empty thing as Temple
Entry.”

Ambedkar re-
counted how Europeans
barred Indians from en-
tering their clubs, and
also noted that Indians
didn’t grovel to be al-
lowed in. “Why should
an Untouchable beg for
admission in a place
from which he has been
excluded by the arro-
gance of the Hindus? …
He is prepared to say to
the Hindus: To open or
not to open your
temples is a question for
you to consider and not
for me to agitate.”
Ambedkar en masse
converted his commu-
nity to Buddhism.

As for the Muslims,
they were by far more in-
dulgent to Hindu culture
and religion than
Ambedkar could be. In
fact, it’s difficult to find
a Muslim writer who
didn’t express respect
and adulation for Hindu
traditions. From Wali
Dakhani (1667-1707),
whose grave was flat-
tened during the Gujarat
pogroms, with a road
built over it, to Mir and
Ghalib, Iqbal to Hasrat
Mohani and Majaz,
there’s no dearth of af-
fection for Hindu motifs.

Ram was Iqbal’s
Imam-i-Hind. Krishna
was Nazir Akbarabadi’s
muse. Muslim scholars
translated the epics of
Ramayana and
Mahabharata into Urdu
and Persian during
Mughal rule.

Rahi Masoom Raza

penned the popular se-
rial of Mahabharata for
Doordarshan, watched
with keen interest in
Lahore with the help of
good TV antennae. We
should translate Reema
Abbasi’s book into In-
dian languages about the
Hindu temples of Paki-
stan. It’s an eye-opener.

I once accompanied
BJP politicians Sushma
Swaraj and K.R. Malkani
to the Katasraj temple off
the Lahore-Islamabad
highway. She offered
prayers at the well-pre-
served ancient temple as
the atheist Malkani
watched with amuse-
ment.  Swaraj later
danced at Basant revel-
ries on the crowded ter-
race in Lahore where
Benazir Bhutto had just
finished celebrating the
advent of spring.

Muslims are not
blameless, of course.
When puritan minders at
the Islamic affairs’ min-
istry in Dubai protested
a Hindu temple in the
1980s, the protesters
were fired, and the temple
preserved. A Hindu
temple is coming up now
in Abu Dhabi, for which
Mr Modi has predictably
taken credit.

A 17th-century
temple in Iran’s Bandar
Abbas port city is thriv-
ing under the Muslim
clergy’s rule, as is the
Sikh gurdwara in Tehran,
quaintly called Masjid-i-
Hindan. It would be
good for India if during
the prayers in Ayodhya
a bit of history is also
remembered with the al-
lure of mythology.

THE end of the 28th

session of the Confer-
ence of Parties in Decem-
ber 2023 moved the
needle forward on cli-
mate action but not at the
pace needed to avert the
sixth mass extinction. As
eco-anxiety grows and
optimists try to
rationalise slow
progress, with the inher-
ent constraints of multi-
lateral processes, the
clock keeps ticking, re-
minding us of the perils
and predilections of
change and the timescale
for keeping life systems
alive.

The conversation
on climate has become so

jargon filled and techni-
cal in its approach that
at times it loses sight of
the here and now, be-
coming occasionally de-
lusional and sometimes
capricious.

Anatomically, mod-
ern humans emerged
around 200,000 years
ago in a process of evo-
lution from ancestral
Homo sapiens dating
back six million years.
Civilisation as we know
it started around 6,000
years back and the ad-
vent of the industrial age
began in 1850.

In the span of 173
years, humans have suc-
cessfully landed on the
moon but degraded eco-

systems and destroyed
the environment on
planet Earth. Today, with
advancements in science
and technology, life ex-
pectancy has increased,
progress in communica-
tion has transformed con-
nectivity and creature
comforts have enhanced
life quality beyond imagi-
nation.

Ironically, all this has
come at the cost of de-
velopment that has
turned into an existential
threat. The main culprit
for disrupting planetary
balance are greenhouse
gases.

As we enter 2024, it
is important to put some
things in perspective.

The blame game at ne-
gotiations has gone on
for 28 years. Perhaps it
is time to take more indi-
vidual responsibility and
combine the two to save
our species. A change in
perspective may also al-
ter thinking and help in
finding solutions faster.

The dilemma facing
the world is not only
about how to reduce
carbon emissions; in
fact, it is more about how
to retain existing
lifestyles without com-
promising on quality or
changing consumption
patterns.

At COP28 Sultan al-
Jaber earned flak for his
statement that was inter-

preted to mean that giv-
ing up fossil fuels is tan-
tamount to going back to
the cave age. Seen in a
broader perspective,
perhaps it suggests that
no one is quite ready yet
to give up on lifestyles
supported by fossil fuel.
This applies to people
from all tiers of society,
across sectors, institu-
tions and affiliations.

The outcry every
year at climate summits
is on the ascendant, and
disappointment out-
shines hope. However,
the fundamental ques-
tion that holds the key
to the climate conun-
drum remains unan-
swered. How much are

we willing as citizens and
societies to give up on
current consumption
patterns to embrace a
low-carbon-footprint
lifestyle? After all, it is
possible to curtail supply
by reducing demand.

Data demonstrates
that modern food sys-
tems drive 90 per cent of
deforestation and 60pc of
biodiversity loss, and
account for 70pc of the
world’s use of freshwa-
ter. Overall, food systems
alone contribute to over
one-third of global
greenhouse emissions.
By going vegan the glo-
bal population could re-
duce greenhouse gas
emissions from food pro-

duction by 28pc. And
yet only 1-2pc of the
world population is ve-
gan.

The list of possible
individual actions is as
long as the list of com-
mitments made by na-
tions at climate summits.

Extinction is not a
new phenomenon on
planet Earth. There have
been five previous mass
extinctions. Many re-
searchers argue that we
are in the middle of a
sixth mass extinction.
The common denomina-
tor in all previous extinc-
tions was a drastic
change in the carbon
cycle. The Permian-Tri-
assic Extinction that

took place 250m years
ago was the largest mass
extinction event in
Earth’s history, affecting
a range of species. The
loss of biodiversity
ended all life. Today, the
overgrowth and trans-
formative behaviour of a
single species is destroy-
ing habitats and un-
leashing a crisis. A Euro-
pean Commission mod-
elling study shows likely
extinction of 27pc of
plants and animals by
2100. This continued dis-
ruption in the biosphere
poses an extinction
threat to one-half of
Earth’s higher life forms
by the turn of the cen-
tury.

Quetta Green Bus Promise: Govt Urged
to Turn Commitments into Action

Editorial:

In a seemingly promising move to uplift transportation standards, the
Balochistan government has unfolded plans for an extensive expansion of the
green bus fleet. The visionary initiative, spearheaded by Dr. Faisal Ahmed
Khan, CEO of Balochistan Public Private Partnership (BPPP), aims to introduce
25 additional eco-friendly buses to the streets of Quetta. However, as the
government unveils plans, the pressing question looms – will these promises
translate into tangible improvements for the provincial capital’s long-suffering
commuters?

Green Bus Expansion Now A Long Standing Demand
Originally sanctioned by former Chief Minister Jam Kamal Khan, the plan

now gaining momentum under the current administration, underscoring the
government’s commitment to sustainable and accessible transportation. With
an ambitious target of deploying 100 green buses across Quetta in the immi-
nent months, the expansion spans beyond the city center, promising relief to
residents in areas like Hazara Town, Marriabad, Samungli Road, Sariab Cus-
tom, Nawan Killi, and other vital parts of Quetta.

Expansion Of Project Directly Responds To Public Demand: Dr. Faisal
Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan asserts that this expansion directly responds to

the persistent public demand for enhanced transportation facilities. The stark
reality, however, reveals that currently, a meager eight buses operate from
Balochistan University to Belili Airport Road, laying bare the glaring inad-
equacy in green bus availability.

Caretaker Prime Minister Anwar ul Haq Kakar’s recent proclamation, vow-
ing an additional 100 green buses for Balochistan, signifies the government’s
purported dedication to elevating public transportation standards in the re-
gion. While commendable in words, the onus now falls on Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan to translate these verbal commitments into
swift and substantive action.

CS Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan Can Play A Key Role
Commendations for the government’s seemingly progressive approach

must be met with an urgent plea for Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan’s
decisive leadership in ensuring efficient execution. Quetta’s residents, long
fatigued by the lack of a dependable public transportation system, now de-
mand more than promises – they demand a concrete reality. The introduction
of green buses holds the potential to alleviate the longstanding commuting
challenges, creating a pathway to a more sustainable and accessible future for
the people of Balochistan.

 The call for action is not merely a suggestion; it’s a critical imperative, and
the responsibility squarely rests with Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan to
lead the way in turning promises into tangible, transformative actions.
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO. 12/2024

      Askari Bank Limited,
     MA Jinnah Road Quetta.                                     Plaintiff

versus

      Saqib Fazil Son of Muhammad Fazil
      P.A No 7372181, Designation: L/Naik/Nursing, Parent Unit/HQ,
     Combined Military Hospiral( CMH), Quetta.
    Address: 1. QIMS College, Quetta Cantt.

     2. Street Dhook Bazar P.O Box Khas Talla Gang District Chakwal.
    Cell# 03035916762.CNIC # 37203-0334011-3.                Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 134186/89 ALONG WITH
COST OF FUND U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
 (RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE 2001

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF  C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS134186/89
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is 04-07-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 4th day of June, 2024.

    (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO. 11/2024

      Bank Alfalah Limited M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta,
     Through its Attorney.                                                 Plaintiff

versus

      Fahim Khan Son of Bazai Bashir Ahmed
      Resident of Bazai House New Najmuddin Road Quetta.
      Cell # 03013722443. CNIC # 54400-2430174-1.
     Office address: Branch Manager, Sales Department, Bank Islami Ltd;
     Gowalmandi Chowk Quetta.                                              Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 331370/49 ALONG WITH
COST OF FUND U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
 (RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE 2001

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF  C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under sec-
tion 9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS 331370/
49  balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy
can be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave
from the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is 04-07-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 4th day of June, 2024.

    (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO. 10/2024

      Bank Alfalah Limited M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta,
     Through its Attorney.                                                 Plaintiff

versus

      Muhammad Aslam Son of Muhammad Khan
      Resident of House No. 27, street No. 5, Shahbaz Town
      Phase 1 Quetta. Cell # 03228188845
      CNIC # 54400-6088992-7
     Office address: Designation BSM, Department
     OPS, Allied Bank Ltd; Chaman Phatak Branch Quetta.             Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 587650/52 ALONG WITH
COST OF FUND U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
 (RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE 2001

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF  C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS 587650/52
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is 04-07-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 4th day of June, 2024.

    (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

Fire breaks out in three
places of  different cities
including Excise Office

China’s holistic approach to medicinal plant
conservation to benefit Pakistan: Experts 

CHITRAL (INP): Paki-
stan can learn from
China’s holistic ap-
proach to medicinal
plant conservation,
which combines tradi-
tional knowledge, sus-
tainable practices, and
collaborative research. 

By combining in-
digenous wisdom with
scientific advance-
ment, both countries
can contribute to glo-
bal efforts to protect
these valuable re-
sources.

"China’s achieve-
ments in large-scale
landscape forest resto-
ration provide valuable
insights to global plant
conservation efforts. 

Key factors con-
tributing to this suc-
cess include the
government’s strong
commitment, the eco-
logical redline ap-
proach, community
engagement, innova-
tive reforestation tech-
niques, long-term
monitoring, and inter-
national collaboration,”

said Ajaz Ahmed, a Pa-
kistani Forester and an
expert in ecosystem
restoration and
biodiversity.

He said that col-
lecting the seeds of rare
upland mountain plants
is crucial for their re-
generation and survival.
The primary task in pro-
tecting biodiversity is to
safeguard these pre-
cious seeds. 

This task requires
patience and hard
work, but the rewards
are immeasurable.

Ahmed also men-
tioned the urgent need
for actions to address
the issue of glacier re-
treat in the Hindukush
region of Chitral, Paki-
stan.  

Plants, animals,
and downstream com-
munities rely on these
ecosystems for sur-
vival.

Now is the time to
prioritize measures to
mitigate glacier retreat
in order to protect this
important ecosystem. 

He said, "The con-
servation of medicinal
plants is crucial for
m a i n t a i n i n g
biodiversity, promoting
sustainable use, and
preserving traditional
knowledge. 

Both Pakistan and
China have rich herbal
traditions, and there are
valuable lessons Paki-
stan can learn from Chi-
nese practices." 

Indigenous com-
munities in Pakistan
play a vital role in con-
serving medicinal
plants. 

Their strategies,
often rooted in rituals,
beliefs, and taboos, un-
intentionally contribute
to plant conservation. 

Similarly, Chinese
traditional medicine
(TCM) has a long his-
tory of using medicinal
plants.

Learning from
China’s indigenous
knowledge can help Pa-
kistan enhance its con-
servation efforts, he
underlined.

Collecting medici-
nal plants, especially in
rural areas, can provide
additional income for
collectors, especially
women. Sustainable
harvesting or cultivation
practices can help alle-
viate poverty while en-
suring the protection of
these plants. 

China’s experience
in sustainable harvest-
ing and cultivation can
guide Pakistan in bal-
ancing economic ben-
efits with conservation
goals.

Joint research on
genetic stability, mate-
rial basis, effectiveness,
and safety of medicinal
plants can yield valuable
insights. 

Comparing seeds
from space (e.g.,
Pakistan’s medicinal
seeds sent to space)
with their counterparts
on Earth can lead to the
discovery of new me-
dicinal materials.

Pakistan boasts a
diverse range of eco-
logical zones,

from the subtropi-
cal Indus Delta to high
mountains like K2 at
8,611 meters. This di-
versity provides
sutiable living conditon
for over 3,000 medici-
nal plant species, ac-
counting for around
50% of the total flow-
ering plants found in the
country.

Climate change
poses significant chal-
lenges to medicinal
plants, including those
in Pakistan.

Addressing climate
change’s impact on
medicinal plants is es-
sential for sustainable
development and effec-
tive management of this
valuable resource.

S U K K U R ,
P A K P A T T A N ,
LAHORE,  June 05
(INP): A severe fire broke
out in Excise Office
Sukkur Tuesday night.

According to po-
lice the cause of the fire
is not known. After the
incident, police and fire
brigade personnel ar-
rived. Vehicles parked in
the Excise Office pre-
mises have been dam-
aged badly, police said.

It seems that there
was sparking from elec-
tric wires or someone
threw a burning ciga-
rette butt.

Meanwhile, a fire
broke out at a jewelry
shop in Pakpattan's
Dargah Bazaar as a re-
sult many shops in the
market were engulfed in
flames. However, Res-
cue 1122 brought the
fire under control after a
long struggle.

Moreover, the fire
in a chemical factories
located at Karol Ghati
Lahore was brought un-
der control after nine
hours.

According to res-
cue officials, after con-
trolling the fire in the
chemical factory, the
cooling process contin-
ued. As many as 50 per-
sonnel along with 13 res-
cue vehicles participated
in the fire-fighting.

The fire broke out in
four chemical factories
located on six Kanal.

Three factories were
located in a row in which
all the equipment was
burnt to ashes.

The fire first broke
out in a factory with an
area of two and a half
kanals. A chemical drum
burst in the big factory,
causing a fire in the other
three factories in the 20-
foot street.

Due to the narrow
and dark passage, the
rescuers faced difficul-
ties in extinguishing the
fire. The fire continued to
burn throughout the
night but the district ad-
ministration, DC Lahore
and officials of con-
cerned departments did
not come to inspect the
incident.

Slovenia becomes latest EU country to
recognise Palestine

LJUBLJANA (INP):
Slovenia became the
latest European Union
country to recognise
an independent Pales-
tinian state after its
parliament approved
the move with major-
ity vote on Tuesday,
dismissing a call for a
referendum on the is-
sue by the largest op-
position party.

The government
last week decided to
recognise Palestine as
an independent and
sovereign state fol-
lowing in the steps of
Spain, Ireland and
Norway as part of a
wider effort to coordi-
nate pressure on Israel
to end the conflict in
Gaza.

“Today's recogni-
tion of Palestine as a
sovereign and inde-
pendent state sends

hope to the Palestinian
people in the West
Bank and in Gaza,”
Prime Minister Robert
Golob said on X.

The vote was
scheduled for Tuesday
and a parliamentary
group for foreign af-
fairs on Monday en-
dorsed the government
decision with majority
vote.

The right-wing
Slovenian Democratic
Party (SDS) of former
premier Janez Jansa,
however, then submit-
ted a proposal on a
consultative referen-
dum on the recognition
bid, which would have
delayed the vote for at
least a month.

The SDS, the larg-
est opposition party,
argued it was not the
right time to recognise
an independent Pales-

tinian state and that
the move would only
award the ‘terrorist
organisation Hamas’.

After the ruling
coalition, which holds
a majority in
Slovenia’s 90-member
parliament, tried to
find the way around
the referendum de-
mand and proceed
with the vote, the SDS
withdrew their pro-
posal but submitted it
again hours later.

The parliament
committee for foreign
affairs declared it in-
adequate and dis-
missed it at an ex-
traordinary session.

The decision was
approved with 52
votes, and nobody
against it after the op-
position SDS party
had left the session.

Of the 27 mem-

bers of the EU, Swe-
den, Cyprus, Hungary,
the Czech Republic,
Poland, Slovakia, Ro-
mania and Bulgaria
have already
recognised a Palestin-
ian state. Malta has
said it could follow
soon. Israel has been
fighting against
Hamas, which rules
Gaza, since the cross-
border October 7 at-
tack by militants in
which some 1,200
people were killed and
over 250 taken hos-
tage, according to Is-
raeli tallies. Nearly 130
hostages are believed
to remain captive in
Gaza.

Gaza health au-
thorities say more than
36,000 Palestinians
have been killed in the
war over the past
seven months.

ISLAMABAD: Vice Chancellor, Quaid-i-Azam University Prof Dr Niaz Ahmad Akhtar called on
President Asif Ali Zardari  at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Governor KPK Mr. Faisal Karim Kundi called on Federal
Minister for Law and Justice Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar.
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SHENZHEN/ CHINA: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addresses Pakistan-China Busi-
ness Conference held in Shenzhen.

ROME: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi and Federal Minister for Overseas Pakistanis
Chaudhry Salik Hussain visiting the Embassy of Pakistan in Rome.

PM hails “Shenzhen Speed” at Pak- China
Business Conference

Pakistan, Italy agree to action against
illegal immigrants

WAPDA takes legal action
against housing societies
 illegally using its name

World Environment Day being
marked today

Budget 2024-25: How much raise in
salaries will govt employees get?

ROME (INP): Pakistan and
Italy have agreed to a coordi-
nated and effective action plan
against illegal immigrants and
human trafficking.

This came at a meeting
between Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi and Italian In-
terior Minister Matteo
Piantedosi in Rome. Minister
for Overseas Pakistanis
Chaudhry Salik Hussain was
also present in the meeting.

The two sides also agreed
to undertake joint efforts
against drug trafficking.

Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi said: “Steps have been
taken at all levels to stop ille-
gal entry of Pakistanis to Italy

and to counter drug traffick-
ing. A zero-tolerance policy has
been adopted against human
trafficking and drug mafia”.

Mohsin Naqvi also spoke
about the 146 Pakistanis im-
prisoned in Italy and demanded
the handover of 42 to Pakistan.

He invited the Italian
counterpart to visit Pakistan
and that strong mutual coop-
eration would help stop human
trafficking, anti-narcotics and
border security.

In his remarks, Chaudhry
Salik Hussain stated Italy can
benefit greatly from Pakistan's
skilled manpower. He empha-
sized the early finalization of
the Skilled Manpower Agree-

ment will discourage illegal
immigration.

The Italian Interior Minis-
ter added his country will co-
operate with Pakistan in mat-
ters of border security and hu-
man and drug trafficking. He
appreciated the steps taken by
Mohsin Naqvi for the preven-
tion of human trafficking and
anti-narcotics and assured co-
operation for anti-narcotics,
border security and human
trafficking.

In the meeting, the Italian
Interior Minister, Ali Javed,
Pakistan's ambassador to Italy,
and senior officials of the Ital-
ian Interior Ministry were also
present on the occasion.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
federal government is ex-
pected to present the budget
for the fiscal year 2024-25 on
June 12.

Sources said the govern-
ment is working on different
proposals for salary increases
in the range of 10 to 15% for
public sector employees in the
upcoming budget FY 2024-25.

On the salaries front, the
Ministry of Finance wants to
raise the salary by just 10%,
say sources.

There is another proposal
under consideration to jack up
monetisation for higher grade
officers of grades 20, 21, and

22 in the range of 20 to 25%.
The grade 20 officers have

been getting monetisation of
cars in the range of Rs67,000
per month, grade 21 officers
in range of Rs77,000 per month
and grade 22 officers of
Rs87,000 per month.

Now it is being considered
that it might be jacked keeping
in view inflationary pressures.

The budget 2024-25 which
was earlier scheduled to be
presented on June 10 is now
likely to be presented on June
12. The Pakistan Economic
Survey 2023-24 will be pre-
sented on June 11 after a meet-
ing of the council on June 10,

the sources said.
The federal budget 2024-

25 will likely get approval from
the Senate by June 26. The Pa-
kistani government is likely to
end tax exemptions in the
FY2024-25 budget on IMF’s
demand.

According to budget pro-
posals for the budget 2024-25,
Pakistan is likely to end exemp-
tion on sales and income tax,
phase-wise.

The government is also
considering imposing a sales
tax on tractors and pesticides,
potentially leading to price
hikes for these essential agri-
cultural products.

Omar Ayub seeks Hamood-Ur-Rehman
Commission report from FIA

ISLAMABAD (INP): Oppo-
sition leader Umar Ayub replied
to the notice to FIA over the
‘controversial’ video uploading
case on founder PTI Imran
Khan’s X account and asked
the agency for a copy of the
Hamood-Ur-Rehman Com-
mission report.

Omar Ayub also an-
nounced to challenge the issue
of the FIA notice in Parliament
and challenge it in the court as
well.

The defamatory notice
was ‘vague, dubious and ille-
gal questions’.

“The notice is related to
the collapse of Dhaka on which
the government had constituted
a commission. The government

never rejected the commission
report nor denied its contents.
Hamood-Ur-Rehman Com-
mission is available in Cabinet
Division.”

FIA's sole objective is to
target PTI leadership for re-
venge.

“A copy of the Hamud-ur-
Rehman Commission report
should be given to prepare the
answer,” Umar Ayub.

Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) has issued sum-
mons to Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) top brass on Imran
Khan's controversial X ( for-
merly Twitter) post over the
1971 debacle.

Notices have been dis-
patched to Umar Ayub, Bar-

rister Gohar Khan, and Rauf
Hassan, calling them for ques-
tioning on Tuesday at 11 am.

The inquiry, spearheaded
by the FIA's Cyber Wing, fo-
cuses on the illegal use of PTI
founder Imran Khan's social
media account to disseminate
a provocative video.

The video, uploaded on
May 26, allegedly incited pub-
lic unrest by addressing the
findings of the Hamoodur
Rahman Commission Report,
with a contentious remark: "Ev-
ery Pakistani should study the
Hamoodur Rahman Commis-
sion Report and get to know
who was the true traitor, Gen-
eral Yahya Khan or Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman."

ISLAMABAD: PM’s Coordinator on Climate Change & Environmental Coordination Romina Khurshid
Alam in a group Photo with Customs & Enforcement officers on Montreal Protocol & HCFC control
on the eve of World Environment Day

SHENZHEN (INP): 
“Shenzhen’s modernization of-
fers Pakistan lessons to copy
and emulate. 

A few decades ago,
Shenzhen was a small fishing
village, but today, with a popu-
lation of 17 million people, it has
created a GDP of around USD
500 billion”, Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
said at the Pakistan China
Business Conference held to-
day in Shenzhen, according to
a report carried by China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) on Wednes-
day.

“The Shenzhen speed is
remarkable achievement. Go-
ing back to Pakistan, it’s enough
for us to learn from”, he said.

Going through the history
of China, he attributed China’s
dynamic economic advance-
ment to the “solidarity” of Chi-
nese people, their “untiring ef-
forts” and “forward-going
visons” of the leadership.

He also highlighted
China’s achievements in eras-
ing corruption, poverty allevia-
tion, and youth empowerment.

Referring to the ensuing
B2B session of the conference,
which provides opportunities
“of unprecedented scale” for
bilateral companies in ICT, EV,
solar, textile, steel, agriculture,
etc. to explore chances of co-
operation, he urged Pakistani
companies to sit down with
Chinese counterparts and find

out how to attract China’s in-
dustries to Pakistan.

“Pakistan’s mining sector
is worth USD 10 trillion, but for
now only USD 30 million is
availed. 

Today is the moment for
you to capture”, he said, add-
ing that support will be provided
like never before for mutual
benefit.

He also extolled China’s
commitment to bringing peace
to the world. Hailing China’s
role as a friend, neighbor, and
close partner of Pakistan
through thick and thin, he
pledged to spare no effort in
protecting the lives of Chinese
brothers and sisters in Paki-
stan.

LAHORE (INP): Like other parts
of the globe, World Environ-
ment Day is being observed in
Pakistan today to put a global
spotlight on pressing environ-
mental challenges and raise
awareness about environmental
protection.

This year, the theme of the
day is ‘Land Restoration, Stop-
ping Desertification and Build-
ing Drought Resilience’.

According to the UNDP,
Pakistan generates approxi-
mately 20 million tonnes of
waste annually, with five to ten
percent being plastic waste,
which significantly contributes
to the spread of diseases.

Ranked among the top 10
countries affected by climate

change, Pakistan faces unbear-
able heatwaves in summer and
escalating cold intensity in win-
ter, often resulting in droughts
and catastrophic floods.

Last year, the country ex-
perienced widespread devasta-
tion from floods, making it one
of the countries most pro-
foundly impacted by climate
change.

According to the Global Cli-
mate Risk Index by German
Watch, Pakistan ranks among
the countries most susceptible
to natural disasters induced by
climate change.

From 2000 to 2019, the
country experienced 173 such
disasters, leading to a loss
equivalent to 52 percent of its

GDP.
With 23 percent of

Pakistan's GDP reliant on agri-
culture, extreme weather con-
ditions negatively impact crop
production.

 Transitioning to climate-
smart agriculture is imperative
for food security.

Environmental experts ac-
centuate that combating the ad-
verse effects of climate change
requires effective government
policies and individual account-
ability.

Experts caution that ad-
dressing climate change neces-
sitates not only halting defores-
tation and water wastage but
also mitigating other sources of
pollution, including plastic.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Water and Power Devel-
opment Authority
(WAPDA) has initiated
legal proceedings
against those coopera-
tive housing societies
that have been using the
power development
authority’s name unlaw-
fully.

According to a
statement issued on
Wednesday, the power
development authority
has been approaching
all legal forums includ-
ing Registrar Coopera-
tive Housing Societies
and FIA to curb this
practice.

The statement says
that WAPDA, a statu-
tory body corporate es-
tablished under
WAPDA Act 1958, pub-
licly renounces its asso-
ciation, nexus, and direct
or indirect affiliation
with any cooperative
housing society, except
WAPDA Town Coopera-
tive Housing Society
(Phase I and II), situated
in Lahore,  which is
authorised to use the

name of WAPDA.
As such, the unlaw-

ful and illegal use of a
registered name i.e. the
power development au-
thority, for other housing
societies or projects, by
any other entity or per-
son, amounts to a gross
misrepresentation.

Therefore, the power
development authority
cannot be held respon-
sible for liabilities, if any,
that may be raised by the
public, pursuant to in-
vestment in such rogue,
illegal, and unlawful so-
cieties, the statement fur-
ther says.

The housing societ-
ies, using WAPDA’s
name unlawfully and ille-
gally include Employees
Cooperative Society,
Islamabad, Employees
Cooperative  Society Ltd,
Multan, Employees Co-
operative Society,
Gujranwala, Employees
Cooperative Society Ltd,
Faisalabad, Employees
Cooperative Society Ltd,
Sargodha, Employees
Cooperative  Society Ltd,
Sheikhupura.

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO. 09/2024

      Bank Alfalah Limited M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta,
     Through its Attorney.                                                 Plaintiff

versus

      Muhammad Zubair Son of Ghulam Muqtada
      Resident of House No. D-48, Wahdat Colony,
      Brewery Road Quetta. Cell # 03337824491
      CNIC # 56302-3038767-9. & House No. A 12/16-8, Mecongi Road Quetta.
     Office address: Steno Grapher Population Office Taj Mir Khan Road
     Chaman.                Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 327838/77 ALONG WITH
COST OF FUND U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
 (RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE 2001

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF  C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS 327838/77
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is 04-07-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 4th day of June, 2024.

    (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO. 08/2024

      Bank Alfalah Limited M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta,
     Through its Attorney.                                                 Plaintiff

versus

      Muhammad Ibrahim Bilal Son of Bilal Ahmed,
      Resident of House No. 45, Muhalla Azam Town Spini Road,
      Near Killi Mubarak Chwk Quetta. Cell # 03005889553
      CNIC # 54401-0527291-9
     Office address: United Refrigeration IND Ltd.
     Sales Department (A.S.M), Dandar Service Center House # 53/3,
    Gurdat Singh Road Quetta.          Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 296777/22 ALONG WITH
COST OF FUND U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
 (RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE 2001

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF  C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS 296777/22
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be
obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the
court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and defend
the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit
on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in
the suit. Date of hearing is 04-07-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 4th day of June, 2024.

    (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta


