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Re-Polling On PB-9 Kohlu
On June 26, 2024

Yousaf Marri:

KOHLU: The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan has announced
that re-polling will take place in
Balochistan Provincial Assembly
Constituency PB-09 Kohlu on June
26, 2024. The decision follows the
annulment of previous results at four
polling stations due to irregularities.

The polling stations where the
re-polling will occur are:
1. Polling Station 71 Sham Nasa 1
2. Polling Station 72 Government
Public School Nasa
3. Polling Station 73 Sham Nasa 2
4. Polling Station 74 Sham Nasa 3

These stations are crucial to de-
termining the final outcome of the PB-
09 constituency seat, which has been
highly contested. The re-polling
comes after thorough investigations
by the Election Commission revealed
discrepancies that could have affected
the fairness and accuracy of the vot-
ing process.

Local authorities have assured
that enhanced security measures will
be in place to ensure a smooth and
transparent re-polling process. Addi-

tional polling staff and observers will
be deployed to monitor the proceed-
ings and address any potential issues
promptly.

The candidates have expressed
mixed reactions to the announcement.
Some have welcomed the decision,
emphasizing the importance of a fair
electoral process, while others have
voiced concerns over the potential for
continued disruption in the region.

Residents of Kohlu are encour-
aged to participate in the re-polling
to ensure their voices are heard. Polls
will open at 8:00 AM and close at
5:00 PM. Voters are reminded to bring
valid identification documents to fa-
cilitate a smooth voting experience.

This re-polling event under-
scores the commitment of the Elec-
tion Commission to uphold the in-
tegrity of the electoral process in Pa-
kistan.

 The results from these stations
will be pivotal in determining the fi-
nal representative for PB-09 Kohlu,
thereby influencing the political land-
scape of Balochistan.

Top Officials Tackle Solar Energy Transition
for Balochistan’s Agricultural Tubewells

Staff Reporter:

3 dead, 6 injured in
Mianwali ambush over

longstanding enmity
MIANWALI: At least three

people died and six were injured
in Mianwali on Thursday follow-
ing an ambush stemming from
longstanding enmity between two
rival groups, police said.

According to Mianwali Dis-
trict Police Officer (DPO)
Matiullah Jan, the incident was
carried out as an act of revenge of
a double murder that took place a
year and a half ago.

DPO Jan said that the victims
of the shootout, who were
charged with the double murder,
were returning from a hearing at a
sessions court in Isakhel when
they were ambushed.

The DPO said raids were
conducted on the orders of
Punjab Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP) Dr Usman Anwar, dur-
ing which six suspects were ar-
rested and their weapons confis-
cated. Two other suspects were
still at large, with the the DPO say-
ing: “The fugitives will be soon
arrested.”

IGP Anwar has sought a re-
port of the incident from Sargodha
Regional Police Officer (RPO).

According to a Punjab police
spokesperson, the Mianwali DPO
has been ordered to investigate
every aspect of the incident.

“A special team should be
formed to arrest the accused as
soon as possible,” the IGP said.
“Delivery of justice to families of
the victims should be ensured on
a priority basis.” Last month, a
man was shot dead over enmity
in Bachkan Ahmadzai area of Lakki
Marwat district.Similarly, a woman
and her daughter were shot dead
by rivals over an enmity in Swabi
in May. NEWS DESK.

Violent Clashes in Chaman Leave Over
Three Dozen Injured

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

QUETTA: In a strategic ef-
fort to tackle the energy crisis in
Balochistan, senior officials from
the federal government,

Quetta Electric Supply Com-
pany (QESCO), and the provin-
cial government met for a high-
level discussion on transitioning
agricultural tubewells to solar en-
ergy. The meeting, mandated by
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif, aimed at address-
ing the challenges obstructing
this crucial transition.

Key participants included
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, Federal Minister of
State for Energy Ali Pervez Malik,
Secretary Power Division Rashid
Mehmood, along with represen-
tatives from federal and provin-
cial agencies and QESCO officials.

During the session, federal
and provincial authorities deliv-
ered comprehensive briefings on
the difficulties in converting agri-
cultural electric tubewells to solar
power. A major concern for the

federal government is the poten-
tial dual usage of solar and elec-
tric systems by farmers, which
could compromise the efficiency
of the solar transition.

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti recognized these concerns
and emphasized the necessity of
resolving them through mutual
understanding.

 He highlighted the federal
government’s apprehension that
farmers might continue using the
QESCO power system after solar-
ization, thereby undermining the
benefits of switching to solar en-
ergy.

Federal officials stressed the
need for a solid mechanism to en-
sure landowners do not use
QESCO power once their
tubewells are converted to solar.
Minister of State Ali Pervez Malik
and Secretary Power Division
Rashid Mehmood urged the pro-
vincial government and farmers to
formulate a detailed plan to ad-
dress these issues before moving

forward with the solar transition.
The Balochistan government

requested additional time to de-
velop a comprehensive solution.

Chief Minister Bugti assured
that a viable resolution would be
achieved through consultations
with landowners and stakehold-
ers, expressing his gratitude to
Prime Minister Sharif for initiat-
ing the discussion.

Bugti reaffirmed his dedica-
tion to addressing the federal
government’s concerns through
collaborative efforts. Federal rep-
resentatives welcomed his pro-
posals, agreeing that all facets of
the solar energy transition would
be resolved through joint consul-
tations.

This pivotal meeting repre-
sents a significant step towards a
sustainable energy future for
Balochistan’s agricultural sector,
highlighting the cooperative ef-
forts of federal and provincial au-
thorities to ensure a smooth and
effective transition to solar power.

Shares at PSX remain subdued
on budget concerns

Govt submits details, pictures of Imran’s Adiala Jail
 facilities in Supreme Court

NEWS DESK: Disputing the
statements by PTI founder Imran
Khan about his living conditions
at Adiala Jail, the federal govern-
ment on Thursday submitted a
report to the Supreme Court with
pictures and details of the facili-
ties and arrangements provided
to him.

In the May 30 hearing on in-
tra-court appeals (ICAs) moved
by the federal government against
the apex court’s September 15 ma-
jority judgment, which struck
down amendments to the anti-
graft laws, Imran had said he was
in solitary confinement where he
had no access to any material, le-
gal assistance, or even a library.

He had complained that the
jail authorities did not let him meet
his legal team because of “the
one-window operation inside the
jail premises which a colonel was
managing”.

Imran is currently incarcer-
ated in Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail
serving out his sentence in the
Iddat case. He was convicted in
two Toshakhana cases as well but

the sentences were suspended.
Responding to his claims, the

report submitted today by Deputy
Attorney General of Pakistan Raja
Muhammad Shafqat Abbasi said
that “in the interest of propriety
and for the purposes of bringing
the correct factual position on
record, details of monthly visits
… as well as pictures of the bar-
racks” Imran was staying in were
attached. The report said the
court could appoint a judicial of-
ficer to verify the facts. The pic-
tures showed what looked to be
Imran’s prison room with the de-
scription outlining facilities such
as an LED TV, room cooler, study
table and a chair.

Additionally, the report also
furnished details of the dates
when people such as Imran’s rela-
tives, legal team and PTI members
met him along with information
about who met him.

The PTI criticised the state
of Imran’s prison room, saying he
was being kept “ in this tiny jail
room, with no facilities“.

“As a former prime minister,

Imran Khan is being denied his
fundamental human rights, and
basic facilities he’s entitled to by
all this. History will remember this
unprecedented fascism in Paki-
stan,” the party said.

Meanwhile, talking to Geo
News, Punjab Information Minis-
ter Azma Bokhari said it was “very
necessary for the nation to know
the truth and reality”.

She said it was Imran’s “dis-
tinctive point” that he “estab-
lished new traditions of vindictive
politics and gloated over it”.

Bokhari said she and Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
never had an agenda of pursuing
vindictive politics.

“The lie that is spread and
the one-sided picture that is pre-
sented that he is in isolation and
in a death cell with no facilities so
that is why all factually correct
things have been presented,” she
said. Meanwhile, the five-member
apex court bench reserved its ver-
dict in the case.

Imran earlier addressed the
bench via video link and asked if

it thought he had engaged in “po-
litical point scoring.

”, referring to the court’s
stated reasons for why live
streaming of the case was not al-
lowed. “I was hurt. It was said that
I am of an irresponsible charac-
ter,” he said to which Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa said
the court would not provide an
explanation on its verdict and he
could file a review appeal.

Imran said he opposed the
government’s appeal in the case,
despite Justice Athar Minallah
saying that he would be disad-
vantaged by the amendments.

The PTI founder said the
apex court should appoint the Na-
tional Accountability Bureau’s
chairman, saying that if the gov-
ernment and opposition did not
achieve consensus on the issue
then the “third umpire” stepped
in to make the appointment.

“NAB remains under the third
umpire after then,” he said, alleg-
ing that the watchdog was not
under the PTI government’s con-
trol during its tenure.

NEWS DESK: Shares at the
Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX)
remained subdued, declining by
more than 300 points on Thurs-
day.

The benchmark KSE-100 in-
dex lost 356.50 points, or 0.48 per
cent, to stand at 73,862.93 points
from the previous close of
74,219.43.

Mohammed Sohail, chief ex-
ecutive of Topline Securities, at-
tributed the bearish momentum to
“fear of increase or change in treat-
ment of dividend and gain tax af-
fecting market sentiments”.
Muhammad Awais Ashraf, direc-
tor research at AKD Securities,
said,

“Investors are anxious about
the impending budget’s potential
hike in the Capital Gains Tax rate,
increased taxes on dividend in-
come, and the elimination of ex-
emptions for investments in mu-
tual funds and insurance.” Shahab
Farooq, director of research at
Next Capital Limited, observed,
“Investors remained jittery today
as well on uncertainties and con-
cerns surrounding budgetary
measures, and politics with re-
duced turnover.”

A Topline report suggested
in its pre-budget report on June 1,
“To meet high tax target, govern-
ment may increase tax on dividend,
capital gain and interest income.

This, along with any change
in the status of these taxes from
full and final to normal tax will af-
fect net returns of the stock mar-
ket investors”.

In another note, the broker-
age highlighted,  “Post this
amendment (if happens), the capi-
tal gain and dividend income both
will be added to the whole normal
income of the individuals (for ex-
ample, salary, income from busi-
ness etc.) and tax rate will be ap-
plied based on the applicable tax
rate according to income slab.”

“However, in case of indi-
viduals, if this happens, will cre-
ate a disparity and put extra bur-
den on individuals since expenses
are not deducted from income of
individuals,” it added.

Previously, a Dawn report
said that PSX and Pakistan Stock
Brokers Association (PSBA) have
expressed concerns over high
capital market taxation and de-
manded its rationalisation in their
budget proposals.

Among the key demands by
the PSX is aligning the rates of
Capital Gains Tax (CGT) on the dis-
posal of listed securities with the
rates of CGT on the sale of im-
movable property.

This would remove tax-driven
distortions among different asset
classes and create a level playing
field.

CHAMAN: Over three
dozen people, including 16 po-
licemen, were injured during
violent clashes in Chaman, a
city on the border with Af-
ghanistan.

The unrest occurred as
participants of a prolonged sit-
in staged a protest outside the
deputy commissioner’s office
and the Frontier Corps fort.

Dr. Asmat Achakzai, the
Medical Superintendent of
Chaman Hospital, confirmed
that 27 injured individuals were
brought to the hospital.

He noted that most injuries
resulted from tear gas and bul-
lets.

Following the escalation,
an emergency was declared at
the hospital to ensure prompt
medical care for the injured.

According to Shahid Rind,
the spokesman for the
Balochistan government, the
violence erupted when protest-
ers attacked security forces,
resulting in injuries to 16 po-
licemen and Levies personnel.

“Police and Levies retali-
ated to the violent protesters,”

Rind stated.
However, protest leaders

contested this version of
events. Faiz Muhammad,

a prominent figure among
the Chaman protesters, ac-
cused the security forces of

using force without justifica-
tion.

“The forces attacked us
without any provocation, ” he
claimed.

The violence led to seven
severely injured individuals be-

ing transferred to the trauma
center of the Civil Hospital in
Quetta for further treatment.

The situation remains tense
in Chaman, with heightened
security measures in place as
of the filing of this report.

Supreme Court reserves verdict
on (NAB) amendments case

NEWS DESK: A five-member
bench of the Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan has reserved its verdict on
the National Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) amendments case fol-
lowing the completion of argu-
ments.

A five-judge bench led by
Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa and in-
cluding Justice Aminuddin Khan,
Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail,
Justice Athar Minallah, and Jus-
tice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi,
heard the federal government's
intra-court appeal.

Former prime minister Imran
Khan, the jailed founder of the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), ap-
peared before the court via video
link from Adiala Jail.

Representing the Pakistan
Peoples Party, Farooq H. Naek
presented his arguments before
the court.

The federal government has
challenged the apex court’s ma-
jority verdict in September last
year, declaring amendments to the
National Accountability Ordi-
nance (NAO) 2002 illegal.After
concluding the arguments, the
court reserved its decision. Chief
Justice Isa drafted the order for

today's proceedings.
In the written order, the chief

justice stated that any party wish-
ing to submit a written response
may do so. He noted that the case
had been brought to the Supreme
Court on arbitration issues, re-
marking, "NAB has kept the
money with itself. How can you
keep even a single rupee with
you?" The chief justice instructed
the NAB prosecutor general to
appear in person.

Naek argued that no NAB
cases were initiated during the
PPP's tenure. To this, the chief jus-
tice responded, "Do not bring the
party's matters before us." Justice
Athar Minallah questioned how
the federal government was af-
fected.

The chief justice also in-
quired about NAB's budget report
and addressed Imran Khan, ask-
ing if he had anything further to
add.

The court's written order de-
manded a ten-year budget record
from NAB and dismissed the re-
sponse submitted by NAB's law-
yer. It was stated that any party
may file a response within seven
days.
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An invitation to embrace reason
By Jawed Naqvi:

Fertiliser subsidy
By Aijaz A. Nizamani:

Mass extinction
By Aisha Khan:

WHEAT is the most

important dietary com-
ponent in food con-
sumed in Pakistan. The
same is reflected in
Pakistan’s cultivation
trends, with over 22 mil-
lion acres of farmland —
more than 50 per cent of
the cropped area — allo-
cated to wheat crops in
the winter. The winter
season is when fertiliser
requirements peak, and
fertiliser plants have to
compete with power
plants for natural gas in
order to produce nitrog-
enous fertiliser.

However, dwindling
domestic supplies and
increased competition in
the international market
for natural gas have
made these competing
demands nearly impos-
sible for Pakistani
policymakers to manage.
Invariably, bureaucrats
and politicians make a
mess of the situation,
and the high cost of their
mess is passed on to
consumers and produc-
ers alike. It is no surprise
that the country imports
millions of tonnes of
wheat worth hundreds
of millions of dollars ev-
ery year. The current
year’s budget has allo-
cated Rs30 billion for
fertiliser subsidies. This
subsidy is used to pay
for cheap gas to fertiliser
plants, which, in return,
are supposed to provide
their urea and phos-
phatic fertiliser products
at administered rates to
farmers through their
distribution networks.
The list of ministries and
bureaucracies involved
in the disbursement of
this subsidy is mind-
boggling. For a com-
paratively low figure of

Rs30bn, the list of min-
istries involved includes
the Ministry of Indus-
tries and Production, the
Ministry of Petroleum,
the Oil & Gas Regula-
tory Authority, the Cabi-
net Division, the Minis-
try of Food Security and
Research and the Min-
istry of Finance.

Since their bureau-
crats get caught up in
turf wars, making timely
decisions is not pos-
sible. Each year, delayed
government decisions
on setting gas prices for
fertiliser plants also re-
sult in bottlenecks in the
value chain. Gas supply
bottlenecks give rise to
discrimination: the Com-
petition Commission of
Pakistan is often ap-
proached by plants that
do not receive enough
supply of gas, while oth-
ers are reportedly
favoured.

The impact of this
mismanagement is seen
in the small-town mar-
kets of rural Pakistan,
where farmers are pay-
ing between Rs5,000
and Rs5,500 for a bag of
urea in the black market,
which is supposed to be
sold at Rs3,250 this sea-
son. The situation was
no different under the
PTI government when
farmers queued all day
to receive just two bags
of fertiliser. Industry
sources say the country
has enough plant capac-
ity to produce more
fertiliser than needed by
local farmers. So, why
are wheat farmers forced
to buy from the black
market each year in win-
ter, especially for a crop
as important as wheat?
The price differential is
not the only issue: pro-
ducers also suffer from

what economists call high
transaction costs, as well
as the loss of valuable
time. They are unable to
provide crops with vital
plant nutrients when they
are critically needed, re-
sulting in loss of produc-
tion, which is ultimately
met through wheat im-
ports.

The fertiliser sub-
sidy is not provided to
farmers but to fertiliser
plants — in other words,
to industrialists. The ra-
tionale provided for this
arrangement is that it ul-
timately helps farmers.
However, as the experi-
ence every year shows,
it does not work that way,
as farmers invariably pay
more than administered
prices for their require-
ments.  Some studies
done by the Pakistan In-
stitute for Development
Economics also show
that the fertiliser subsidy
does not significantly
impact food costs for the
poor. The logical ques-
tion is: why not do away
with the subsidy alto-
gether when both con-
sumers and producers
(farmers) do not get the
value it is paid for?

Since farmers are net
losers in this subsidy re-
gime, it is they who
should demand a liberal
fertiliser import and export
mechanism. It looks like
even fertiliser manufac-
turers are not averse to a
market-based mecha-
nism: they believe they
can export fertiliser under
such a regime, bringing in
as much as $500m in for-
eign exchange. Free im-
ports and an export facili-
tation policy would go a
long way towards im-
proving food security
while cutting out meddle-
some bureaucracies.

SHAKESPEARE may

have come up with a line
for all times when he
wrote “to be or not to
be”, but in Pakistan we
have found a dilemma
just as important and
worthy of much debate.

We have been won-
dering whether or not
this past year and what
it brought in politics was
unprecedented. Is it sim-
ply more of the same aka
2018 main bhi yehi hua
tha, or have the excesses
against a political party
touched new heights —
or should it be lows?

At this rate, this dis-
cussion will continue as
we enter 2024 because
we Pakistanis believe in
carrying our baggage
with us, as we do our cir-
cular debts. But instead
of a recap of the year that
passed, let me try and
offer a slightly different,
or zara hat kai, version
of what we have been
experiencing for the past
few years, and what re-
ally is ‘unprecedented’.

Pakistan has
evolved as a country
which has become used
to living on international
rents,  thanks to our
geostrategic position.
From Ayub Khan’s deci-
sion to join the Western
bloc to the two Afghan
wars, we picked friends
and allies who came
bearing gifts in the form
of aid and dollars, which
were then used to make
the economy grow —
and ‘buy’ legitimacy for
the unelectable leaders
ruling us.

Elections — man-
aged ones — were held,
and state patronage, in
the shape of develop-
ment funds, were shared
with politicians, which
then trickled down to the
people. The politicians,
give or take a few, fell in
line in that despite con-
stant refrains of unfair
and rigged elections,
political parties generally
opted to sit in parliament.

Other than arguing
that this was important
for strengthening the
parliamentary process,
this also suited indi-
vidual parliamentarians,
in all parties, who needed
access to patronage,
which was routed
through the forum.

However, this politi-
cal consensus — if it can
be called that — has
been weakening in recent
years as the economy
has faltered. The inflow
of aid has been reducing;
there is less money to
spare and share, while
the expenses of the
state/ government con-
tinue to grow.

The absence of re-
form means the economy
is not growing, while the
needs of the populace
continue to explode.
Urbanisation and the
youth bulge add to the
problems; the existing
patronage system can
only cater to a limited
number. The impact this
has had on politics in
terms of new parties and
movements is an issue
which continues to be
discussed t ime and
again.

But more important,
this crisis of the economy
has weakened consen-
sus among the elite — an
elite which was willing to
let the military establish-
ment be the primary
stakeholder at home be-
cause of its ability to se-
cure rents from abroad.
And if this primary role
meant that the latter in-
tervened in politics, dis-
rupted the political pro-
cess and dominated
policymaking, so be it.

The judiciary would
provide legal cover, the
politicians would take
part in elections and pro-
vide a form of legitimacy.
Even the business elite
would pay homage to
the ‘stability’ brought
about. This allowed the
establishment to enjoy
legitimacy and claim it
had the people’s sup-
port.

However,  this
started changing in the
post-Musharraf period
as rents began to dry up.
Perhaps one can argue
that from the 2013 PML-
N term onwards, inter-
vention in politics and
the resultant instability
has garnered more and
more criticism from soci-
ety and within the elite
because in the absence
of international rents, it
is hard to camouflage the
instability that interven-
tions cause in politics.

With the economic
crisis intensifying, criti-
cism has simply grown in
the wake of the clash
with the PTI, beginning
with its removal from
power and the crack-

down which followed in
2023.

This absence of
consensus is not just
visible in the judiciary,
which has more than
once given decisions
that have made the
establishment’s ‘plans’
(or scripts) difficult to
implement, but also in
the reluctance of politi-
cians to fall in line.

Forming the king’s
party is not the walk in
the park it used to be
because state patronage
is not proving enough to
muster the numbers
needed to secure victo-
ries.

And as the popu-
lace, for the reasons
mentioned, is also opt-
ing for parties such as
the PTI (in mainstream
areas such as Punjab),
electables are being
forced to choose be-
tween the people — or
their choice of party —
and the establishment. If
this was PML-N in 2018,
it is PTI in 2023.

This is one reason
for the harsh measures
we have been witness-
ing in recent years where
politicians have faced
imprisonment, torture,
threats to family and
business. If this meant
disqualification and im-
prisonment for the PML-
N 2017 onwards, it has
at present led to tempo-
rary enforced disappear-
ances for those in the
PTI as well  as
kidnappings of family
members and raids on
their homes.

In other words, the

establishment has turned
to harsher tactics, as it
faces loss of legitimacy,
not just among the
people but also the po-
litical elite, who were ear-
lier willing to play second
fiddle.

Ask any PTI politi-
cian who has to contest
an election and he will
explain that while the es-
tablishment is pressur-
ing him to switch sides,
the voters have warned
him that he can only win
if he stands firm. And
there are no solutions to
this equation, it seems.

The point of this
spiel was not just to ex-
plain that what is unprec-
edented is the fragile
consensus which had
existed earlier among the
elite. In fact, it is also to
argue that the ‘heavy-
handedness’ in display
may not end soon. As
the economic crisis in-
tensifies and the frag-
mentation of the elite
continues, the establish-
ment will turn more au-
thoritarian, as i t
struggles to maintain its
dominance.

In the short term,
there might not be a
change in this larger
policy unless there is a
quick (miraculous) injec-
tion of funds which can
restore — even partially
— the earlier system.
The targets may change
but the repressive mea-
sures, I fear, are here to
stay, unless all the play-
ers are willing to sit
down and chalk out a
new consensus.

AS Prime Minister

Modi leads the inaugu-
ration of the Ram temple
in Ayodhya this month
— built on the rubble of
the Babri masjid upon
the supreme court’s di-
rectives — another land-
mark mosque in the
sights of the old parlia-
ment house is gasping
for the luck of the turkey
at the White House. A
solitary bird is tradition-
ally spared the knife on
Thanksgiving Day, a
symbol of the US
president’s generosity.

The Sunehri Bagh
mosque has enjoyed the
status of a heritage
monument of Delhi, but
the city municipality has
proposed to raze it to
ease traffic on the road
frequented by VIPs. His-
toric mosques in
Varanasi and Mathura,
on the other hand, are
facing the fate that be-
fell the Babri masjid.

Among the Sunehri
Bagh mosque’s historic
claims is the fact that
Maulana Hasrat Mohani
slept and prayed there
when attending the con-
stituent assembly. The
maulana wouldn’t take
money for his stay even
from the Communist
Party of which he was
member as he went on
political errands often
riding pil lion on a
comrade’s bicycle.

With this mosque in
the crosshairs of a right-
wing government, this
New Year column hopes
to offer a handy fact
sheet on a truer India to
celebrities like Amitabh

Bachchan, Sachin
Tendulkar and Virat
Kohli who have been in-
vited to the inauguration
in Ayodhya.

Communist Party
chief Sitaram Yechury
has turned down the in-
vitation, saying he
wouldn’t want to be a
part of any political ex-
ploitation of religion.
Sonia Gandhi is also in-
vited, reports say, but
she too would likely
forgo the visit on similar
grounds.

The influential
invitees might want to
look beyond the Hindu-
Muslim chasm, some real
but mostly cooked up, to
glean less familiar facts
about Lord Ram in India
and abroad, and about
the enrichment of Hindu
motifs and cultural ex-
pressions by Muslim
writers, old and new.
There’s no gainsaying
that general elections are
due in May, and the
event in Ayodhya is
primed to mobilise gull-
ible voters.

Two dates are im-
portant to bear in mind,
one that seeks to
conflate muscular Hindu-
ism with muscular na-
tionalism, and the other
as a thinly veiled assault
on a campaign to expel
caste hierarchies from
Hindu society.
Jawaharlal Nehru was
the target in the first in-
stance.

The dismantling of
the special  status of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Aug 5, 2019, was fol-
lowed next year by a
ground-breaking cer-

emony for the Ayodhya
temple by Mr Modi, also
on Aug 5.

Nehru had strongly
warned the UP chief min-
ister that the communal
strife triggered in
Ayodhya by the officially
aided but surreptitious
installation of idols in-
side the Babri masjid in
1949 would have an ad-
verse impact on relations
with Jammu and Kashmir,
a likely reference to
Sheikh Abdullah’s sup-
port for India’s secular
promise as opposed to
religiously conceived
Pakistan.

With the Kashmir
and Ayodhya moves,
Modi ground Nehru’s
idea of India into dust.
That the Ayodhya
mosque was destroyed
on Dec 6, 1992, drowned
out an important day in
the Dalit calendar — the
death anniversary of
Dalit leader Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar.

Gandhiji pleaded
with Ambedkar to join his
efforts to press for a
Temple Entry law that
would remove the
Brahmanical bar on
Dalits entering Hindu
temples. Ambedkar de-
scribed his community as
‘Depressed Classes’ and
refused Gandhi’s over-
ture in February 1933.
The decision hasn’t lost
importance.

Ambedkar’s reply:
“The Depressed Classes
think that the surest way
of elevation lies in edu-
cation, higher employ-
ment and better ways of
earning a living. … Pro-
ceeding on these lines …

they will not spend their
resources on such an
empty thing as Temple
Entry.”

Ambedkar re-
counted how Europeans
barred Indians from en-
tering their clubs, and
also noted that Indians
didn’t grovel to be al-
lowed in. “Why should
an Untouchable beg for
admission in a place
from which he has been
excluded by the arro-
gance of the Hindus? …
He is prepared to say to
the Hindus: To open or
not to open your
temples is a question for
you to consider and not
for me to agitate.”
Ambedkar en masse
converted his commu-
nity to Buddhism.

As for the Muslims,
they were by far more in-
dulgent to Hindu culture
and religion than
Ambedkar could be. In
fact, it’s difficult to find
a Muslim writer who
didn’t express respect
and adulation for Hindu
traditions. From Wali
Dakhani (1667-1707),
whose grave was flat-
tened during the Gujarat
pogroms, with a road
built over it, to Mir and
Ghalib, Iqbal to Hasrat
Mohani and Majaz,
there’s no dearth of af-
fection for Hindu motifs.

Ram was Iqbal’s
Imam-i-Hind. Krishna
was Nazir Akbarabadi’s
muse. Muslim scholars
translated the epics of
Ramayana and
Mahabharata into Urdu
and Persian during
Mughal rule.

Rahi Masoom Raza

penned the popular se-
rial of Mahabharata for
Doordarshan, watched
with keen interest in
Lahore with the help of
good TV antennae. We
should translate Reema
Abbasi’s book into In-
dian languages about the
Hindu temples of Paki-
stan. It’s an eye-opener.

I once accompanied
BJP politicians Sushma
Swaraj and K.R. Malkani
to the Katasraj temple off
the Lahore-Islamabad
highway. She offered
prayers at the well-pre-
served ancient temple as
the atheist Malkani
watched with amuse-
ment.  Swaraj later
danced at Basant revel-
ries on the crowded ter-
race in Lahore where
Benazir Bhutto had just
finished celebrating the
advent of spring.

Muslims are not
blameless, of course.
When puritan minders at
the Islamic affairs’ min-
istry in Dubai protested
a Hindu temple in the
1980s, the protesters
were fired, and the temple
preserved. A Hindu
temple is coming up now
in Abu Dhabi, for which
Mr Modi has predictably
taken credit.

A 17th-century
temple in Iran’s Bandar
Abbas port city is thriv-
ing under the Muslim
clergy’s rule, as is the
Sikh gurdwara in Tehran,
quaintly called Masjid-i-
Hindan. It would be
good for India if during
the prayers in Ayodhya
a bit of history is also
remembered with the al-
lure of mythology.

THE end of the 28th

session of the Confer-
ence of Parties in Decem-
ber 2023 moved the
needle forward on cli-
mate action but not at the
pace needed to avert the
sixth mass extinction. As
eco-anxiety grows and
optimists try to
rationalise slow
progress, with the inher-
ent constraints of multi-
lateral processes, the
clock keeps ticking, re-
minding us of the perils
and predilections of
change and the timescale
for keeping life systems
alive.

The conversation
on climate has become so

jargon filled and techni-
cal in its approach that
at times it loses sight of
the here and now, be-
coming occasionally de-
lusional and sometimes
capricious.

Anatomically, mod-
ern humans emerged
around 200,000 years
ago in a process of evo-
lution from ancestral
Homo sapiens dating
back six million years.
Civilisation as we know
it started around 6,000
years back and the ad-
vent of the industrial age
began in 1850.

In the span of 173
years, humans have suc-
cessfully landed on the
moon but degraded eco-

systems and destroyed
the environment on
planet Earth. Today, with
advancements in science
and technology, life ex-
pectancy has increased,
progress in communica-
tion has transformed con-
nectivity and creature
comforts have enhanced
life quality beyond imagi-
nation.

Ironically, all this has
come at the cost of de-
velopment that has
turned into an existential
threat. The main culprit
for disrupting planetary
balance are greenhouse
gases.

As we enter 2024, it
is important to put some
things in perspective.

The blame game at ne-
gotiations has gone on
for 28 years. Perhaps it
is time to take more indi-
vidual responsibility and
combine the two to save
our species. A change in
perspective may also al-
ter thinking and help in
finding solutions faster.

The dilemma facing
the world is not only
about how to reduce
carbon emissions; in
fact, it is more about how
to retain existing
lifestyles without com-
promising on quality or
changing consumption
patterns.

At COP28 Sultan al-
Jaber earned flak for his
statement that was inter-

preted to mean that giv-
ing up fossil fuels is tan-
tamount to going back to
the cave age. Seen in a
broader perspective,
perhaps it suggests that
no one is quite ready yet
to give up on lifestyles
supported by fossil fuel.
This applies to people
from all tiers of society,
across sectors, institu-
tions and affiliations.

The outcry every
year at climate summits
is on the ascendant, and
disappointment out-
shines hope. However,
the fundamental ques-
tion that holds the key
to the climate conun-
drum remains unan-
swered. How much are

we willing as citizens and
societies to give up on
current consumption
patterns to embrace a
low-carbon-footprint
lifestyle? After all, it is
possible to curtail supply
by reducing demand.

Data demonstrates
that modern food sys-
tems drive 90 per cent of
deforestation and 60pc of
biodiversity loss, and
account for 70pc of the
world’s use of freshwa-
ter. Overall, food systems
alone contribute to over
one-third of global
greenhouse emissions.
By going vegan the glo-
bal population could re-
duce greenhouse gas
emissions from food pro-

duction by 28pc. And
yet only 1-2pc of the
world population is ve-
gan.

The list of possible
individual actions is as
long as the list of com-
mitments made by na-
tions at climate summits.

Extinction is not a
new phenomenon on
planet Earth. There have
been five previous mass
extinctions. Many re-
searchers argue that we
are in the middle of a
sixth mass extinction.
The common denomina-
tor in all previous extinc-
tions was a drastic
change in the carbon
cycle. The Permian-Tri-
assic Extinction that

took place 250m years
ago was the largest mass
extinction event in
Earth’s history, affecting
a range of species. The
loss of biodiversity
ended all life. Today, the
overgrowth and trans-
formative behaviour of a
single species is destroy-
ing habitats and un-
leashing a crisis. A Euro-
pean Commission mod-
elling study shows likely
extinction of 27pc of
plants and animals by
2100. This continued dis-
ruption in the biosphere
poses an extinction
threat to one-half of
Earth’s higher life forms
by the turn of the cen-
tury.

Quetta Green Bus Promise: Govt Urged
to Turn Commitments into Action

Editorial:

In a seemingly promising move to uplift transportation standards, the
Balochistan government has unfolded plans for an extensive expansion of the
green bus fleet. The visionary initiative, spearheaded by Dr. Faisal Ahmed
Khan, CEO of Balochistan Public Private Partnership (BPPP), aims to introduce
25 additional eco-friendly buses to the streets of Quetta. However, as the
government unveils plans, the pressing question looms – will these promises
translate into tangible improvements for the provincial capital’s long-suffering
commuters?

Green Bus Expansion Now A Long Standing Demand
Originally sanctioned by former Chief Minister Jam Kamal Khan, the plan

now gaining momentum under the current administration, underscoring the
government’s commitment to sustainable and accessible transportation. With
an ambitious target of deploying 100 green buses across Quetta in the immi-
nent months, the expansion spans beyond the city center, promising relief to
residents in areas like Hazara Town, Marriabad, Samungli Road, Sariab Cus-
tom, Nawan Killi, and other vital parts of Quetta.

Expansion Of Project Directly Responds To Public Demand: Dr. Faisal
Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan asserts that this expansion directly responds to

the persistent public demand for enhanced transportation facilities. The stark
reality, however, reveals that currently, a meager eight buses operate from
Balochistan University to Belili Airport Road, laying bare the glaring inad-
equacy in green bus availability.

Caretaker Prime Minister Anwar ul Haq Kakar’s recent proclamation, vow-
ing an additional 100 green buses for Balochistan, signifies the government’s
purported dedication to elevating public transportation standards in the re-
gion. While commendable in words, the onus now falls on Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan to translate these verbal commitments into
swift and substantive action.

CS Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan Can Play A Key Role
Commendations for the government’s seemingly progressive approach

must be met with an urgent plea for Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan’s
decisive leadership in ensuring efficient execution. Quetta’s residents, long
fatigued by the lack of a dependable public transportation system, now de-
mand more than promises – they demand a concrete reality. The introduction
of green buses holds the potential to alleviate the longstanding commuting
challenges, creating a pathway to a more sustainable and accessible future for
the people of Balochistan.

 The call for action is not merely a suggestion; it’s a critical imperative, and
the responsibility squarely rests with Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan to
lead the way in turning promises into tangible, transformative actions.

The centre cannot hold
By Arifa Noor:
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 4 people died and dozens were injured
when an express train crashed

Storms, tornadoes cause widespread damage
in Maryland and Virginia

British Pakistani Zubair Yousaf accused of wife’s
assault leading to unborn child’s death

MARYLAND, VIR-
GINIA (INP): Severe
storms and tornadoes
swept through Mary-
land and Virginia on
Wednesday, leaving a
trail of destruction and
causing significant
power outages across
the region. The Na-
tional Weather Ser-
vice confirmed that
two tornadoes touched
down in the DMV
area—one in
Leesburg, Virginia,
and another in
Poolesville, Maryland.

Power Outages
As of 10:30 p.m.

on Wednesday, Do-
minion Energy re-
ported 71 customers
without power in
Northern Virginia, with
two outages attributed
to trees falling on
power lines. The res-
toration is expected by
2 a.m. Thursday. In
Maryland, Pepco re-
ported 657 customers

without power, with
restoration anticipated
by 10 a.m. Thursday.

Structural Dam-
age and Rescues in
Maryland

In Gaithersburg,
Maryland, the storm's
impact was severe,
with five buildings col-
lapsing and multiple
people trapped inside.
A likely tornado
toppled a tree onto a
home on Dogwood
Drive, trapping five in-
dividuals. Four were
hospitalized with non-
life-threatening inju-
ries, while one person
was taken to a trauma
center. Emergency
crews responded to at
least four incidents in-
volving trees falling on
homes.

Other reported in-
cidents in Gaithersburg
included: A tree on a
house on Peony Drive,
with no injuries and a
tree on a house on the

100 block of Winnie
Place.

M o n t g o m e r y
County Fire and Res-
cue established an
Area Command at
Walnut Hill Shopping
Center in
Gaithersburg, conduct-
ing door-to-door
checks to assist resi-
dents in need.

Poolesville Tor-
nado

A tornado was
confirmed in
Poolesville, Maryland.
The National Weather
Service classified the
Montgomery County
storm as a "particularly
dangerous situation"
(PDS). Pete Piringer,
spokesperson for
Montgomery County
Fire and Rescue,
shared a video of the
tornado in Poolesville.

In Sykesville,
Carroll County, a pos-
sible tornado was re-
ported near Bartholow

Road and Sarah Drive.
The Sykesville Fire
Department reported
damage to at least 10
structures.

Harford County
experienced severe
flooding, with streets in
Abingdon inundated.
Several people were
rescued from their ve-
hicles due to rapidly ris-
ing water levels.

Officials urge resi-
dents to avoid downed
power lines and to re-
port any live wires or
safety hazards by call-
ing 911 immediately.

Restoration crews
and emergency re-
sponders are working
tirelessly to restore
power and ensure the
safety of residents af-
fected by the storms.
The community is en-
couraged to stay in-
formed and take nec-
essary precautions as
cleanup efforts con-
tinue.

PARDUBICE, Czeck
(INP):  Four people
died and dozens were
injured when an ex-
press train crashed
head-on with a freight
train in the Czech city
of Pardubice late
Wednesday, an emer-
gency services
spokesperson said.

"I can confirm
that four people suf-
fered injuries incom-
patible with life," local
emergency spokes-
woman Alena Kisiala
told broadcaster
Czech TV.

The accident had
occurred shortly be-
fore 23:00 (2100
GMT) near the main
train station in
Pardubice, about 100
kilometres (60 miles)
east of the capital
Prague, Czech TV
reported.

The express train
had been carrying
more than 300 passen-
gers, many of them

foreigners, it added.
Prime Minister

Petr Fiala offered con-
dolences on social me-
dia platform X, saying
the crash was "a great
disaster" and that "we
all think of the victims
and the injured".

The interior and
transport ministers ar-
rived at the site around
01:00 am Thursday
(2300 GMT Wednes-
day). Interior Minister
Vit Rakusan said the
majority of the injuries
were light, and that the
passengers were
evacuated into the train
station building.

The express train,
operated by the private
Regiojet company, was
heading to the western
Ukrainian town of
Chop close to the bor-
der with Slovakia.

The timetable
shows the train leaving
Prague at 1952 GMT
was due to leave
Pardubice at 2047

GMT.
It was expected in

Chop at 0835 GMT on
Thursday after cross-
ing Slovakia.

Czech TV footage
showed at least one of
the carriages had de-
railed and that passen-
gers were being ush-
ered into buses near
the Pardubice main sta-
tion. Rakusan said that
police were identifying
the passengers gath-
ered at the train sta-
tion after Regiojet had
provided the passen-
ger list.

Rescuers said that
nine ambulance vans,
two helicopters and
more than 60
firefighters, both pro-
fessional and volun-
tary, had been de-
ployed. "The rescue
work was complicated
because the first car-
riage was deformed.
That made it hard to
access the injured
people," firefighter

Pavel Ber told report-
ers at the site.

Local fire brigade
s p o k e s w o m a n
Vendula Horakova
told Czech TV the
freight train was trans-
porting calcium car-
bide.

Investigation into
the cause of the acci-
dent is underway, said
Transport Minister
Martin Kupka.

He added that the
main train corridor
connecting Prague
with the second Czech
city of Brno and the
third city of Ostrava
would remain closed
for at least several
hours.

Pardubice was
also the scene of the
worst-ever Czech rail-
way accident in 1960
when 118 people died
and around 100 were
injured in a head-on
collision of two pas-
senger trains just north
of the city.

UNICEF finds 90% of Gazan children lack
food needed for proper growth

GAZA (INP)
UNICEF said on
Thursday that nine out
of 10 children in Gaza
could not eat nutrients
from enough food
groups to ensure their
healthy growth and
development.

“In the Gaza
Strip, months of hos-
tilities and restrictions
on humanitarian aid
have collapsed the
food and health sys-
tems, resulting in cata-
strophic

consequences for
children and their
families,” UNICEF
said.

It said that five
sets of data collected
between December
2023 and April 2024
had found that 9 out of
10 children in the Gaza
Strip, which has been
pounded

by an Israeli of-
fensive since last Oc-
tober, are suffering
from severe food pov-

erty, meaning that they
are surviving on two or
fewer food groups per
day.

“This is evidence
of the horrific impact
the conflict and restric-
tions are having on
families’ ability to meet
children’s food needs –
and the speed at which

it places children
at risk of life-threaten-
ing malnutrition,”
UNICEF said. Israel
says it puts no limit on
humanitarian supplies
for civilians in Gaza and

has blamed the
United Nations for
slow deliveries, saying
its operations are inef-
ficient.

But with pockets
of famine emerging in
Gaza, with some chil-
dren dying from mal-
nutrition and dehydra-
tion, even Israel’s
staunchest allies have
increased  pressure on
it to do more to let in
food.

In order to meet
the minimum dietary
diversity for healthy
development, children
must consume foods
from at least five of the
eight food groups de-
fined by a dietary di-
versity score used by
UNICEF and World
Health Organization
(WHO). These in-
clude breastmilk, eggs,
dairy products, and
meat, poultry and fish,
among other groups.

UNICEF said that
globally, 27% of chil-
dren are living in se-

vere child food poverty
in early childhood,
which amounts to 181
million children under
the age of 5. Israel’s
ground and air cam-
paign was triggered
when Hamas stormed
southern Israel on Oct.
7, killing around 1,200
people and seizing 253
more as hostages, ac-
cording to Israeli tal-
lies. The offensive has
killed more than 36,500
people in Gaza, ac-
cording to health au-
thorities in the Hamas-
run enclave.

DUBAI (INP): The
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) are looking for a
British Pakistani national
Zubair Yousaf over a
complaint made by his
wife Gulraz Anjam to the
police that Mr Yousaf
assaulted him so much
at a Dubai flat that she
fainted and ultimately
aborted their unborn
child.

According to the
UAE police, the com-
plaint has been made by
Gulraz Anjam, who is one
of many wives of Zubair
Yousaf and who is also
a British national.

According to the
complaint, Zubair Yousaf
assaulted his wife Gulraz
in April 2024 when she
questioned him about
his relations with an-
other woman and the
lack of financial support.
Zubair Yousaf assaulted
her for nearly 30 minutes,
strangled her, dragged
her on the floor and
made her to drink dirty
water. “I lost our unborn
child aged 5 months as a
result of the assault. My
husband Zubair Yousaf
assaulted me with the
intention to abort our
baby,” she says in the
complaint, asking the
Dubai police to arrest
him and prosecute him
according to local laws.

Gulraz has, in her
complaint, detailed the
full history of her hus-
band, stating that
Zubair's past is marked
by egregious criminal
activities, including hav-
ing ties with the extrem-
ist terrorist groups and
the criminal underworld.

She says: “Zubair
Yousaf engaged in vari-
ous fraudulent schemes,
including using fake IDs
to secure bank loans and
purchase properties in

the UK. For instance, in
2002/2003, he acquired
the Pack Horse Pub for
£125,000 in his sister's
name, Afsheen Irfan, who
was seeking asylum at
the time. Zubair obtained
this money through
fraudulent means, includ-
ing using fake IDs and
securing bank loans, not
only for this property but
for several others as well.

“Between 2005 and
2007, Zubair also commit-
ted extensive fraud by
transferring freehold
properties of landlords to
fake IDs, amounting to
approximately £7 million.
These fraudulent activi-
ties led to police investi-
gations and registered
cases, which can be sub-
stantiated with records.”

According to the
UK records, in 2004/2005
he was arrested by the
police and put in custody
over a complaint made by
his then partner Fahdia
that Zubair Yousaf had
raped her, assaulted her
in the presence of her
daughters. That partner
Fahida was previously
married to a leading
banker from Pakistan
with whom Zubair was a
driver, prior to his immi-
gration to the UK. After
Zubair Yousaf was
settled in the UK, Fahdia
fled with Zubair Yousaf
to the UK with her three
young daughters, aban-
doning her banker hus-
band. The rape allega-
tions were later with-
drawn and Zubair
Yousaf was released.

Soon afterwards,
however, Zubair Yousaf
fled to Pakistan owing to
the massive banking
frauds he had committed.
According to Gulraz
Anjam, Zubair Yousaf
took Pakistan around £6
million which he had ob-

tained from banks
through fraudulent
means – as bridging
loans against properties
obtained through dubi-
ous means.

“He was involved
in money-laundering,
banking fraud, forgery,
violence,  mortgage
fraud and manipulation
of the then lax banking
system of the UK. He lit-
erally stole millions from
the UK banks,” Gulraz
Anjam has shared with
the Dubai police.

He decided to flee
the UK as he came un-
der investigation from
the UK authorities dur-
ing 2005-2007. He stayed
for nine years in Paki-
stan and didn’t enter the
UK, taking advantage of
the statute of limitations
on civil suits in the UK.
Upon his return to the
UK in 2015, he set up
several companies and
continued his fraudu-
lent activities, including
VAT frauds and loan
scams, particularly dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Gulraz Anjam has
shared evidence with
the UAE authorities that
Zubair Yousaf is under
investigation by the
Manchester City Coun-
cil for falsely claiming
business rates relief and
by the Her Majesty’s
Revenue and Customs
(HMRC) for VAT fraud.
According to her, Zubair
Yousaf is also under in-
vestigation for the loan
fraud and bank defaults.
According to his wife,
he left the UK three
years ago and has not
returned to the country
to avoid the on-going
investigations.

Gulraz Anjam, who
lives in Manchester, has
said in her complaint she

has evidence that during
his stay in Pakistan, Mr
Yousaf developed con-
nections with terrorist
organizations like Daesh
and Taleban militants
and raised funds for
them. He became so
much involved with the
extremist militant groups
that an intelligence
agency of Pakistan took
him in custody and ques-
tioned him.

Zubair's criminal ac-
tivities extended beyond
the UK, as evidenced by
his involvement in prop-
erty fraud in Pakistan in
2022/2023. He resorted to
murder plots and falsi-
fied documents in his
fraudulent schemes, re-
sult ing in numerous
cases filed against him
by the Pakistani govern-
ment, as documented in
FIRs.

Gulraz Anjam has
handed over a full file on
Zubair Yousaf to the
Dubai police which
shows that he has
around a dozen cases of
mon ey- la u nd er i ng,
fraud, intimidation, mur-
der plots and forced oc-
cupation of properties
registered against him.

These cases are
registered at Rawalpindi,
Murree,  Islamabad,
Jacobabad, Shikarpur,
Sohbatpur & Sanghar
under references F.I.R
3212, 396, 314, 849, 35,
302, 148, 149, 447 & 511.

Police in Rawalpindi
and Islamabad have
confirmed that Zubair
Yousaf is on their
wanted list. “He has fled
to the UAE after we tried
to arrest him. He is in-
volved in serious crimes
like murder conspiracies,
violent attacks, banking
fraud, money laundering
and terrorism related ac-
tivities,

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the members of the Gilgit-Baltistan Council called on President Asif
Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Science and Technology, Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui addressing the
audience after laying the foundation stone of the new Blocks of Pakistan Museum of Natural History.

HYDERABAD : Workers of PTI hold for release Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan outside Hyderabad Press Club.
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Chaman protestors thrash Deputy
Commissioner (DC) office

Pediatric cardiac unit to be established at
 National Institute of Cardiovascular (NICVD)

Hyderabad Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) blast death toll rises to 24

Seeing fall of Govt, new election this
year, says Omar Ayub

NAB ‘begins’ probe into commercial use of
Walton Airport’s land

Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cost
likely to up in country

LAHORE, (INP): The cost of
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) is expected to surge in
Pakistan following a govern-
ment decision to raise import
duties.

This move has drawn
strong criticism from industry
representatives who warn of
increased burdens on consum-
ers and potential business clo-
sures.

The new budget proposal
hikes the tax on LPG imports
from 8% to 18%, translating to
a projected increase of Rs. 14
per kilogram of the fuel. This
translates to a Rs. 164 rise in
the price of a standard domes-

tic LPG cylinder.
The LPG Distributor As-

sociation, led by Chairman
Irfan Khokhar, has condemned
the decision, calling it "unjust"
to the Pakistani people.
Khokhar expressed

concerns that the price
hike will disproportionately im-
pact both households and com-
mercial consumers.

"This will further burden
the already struggling popula-
tion grappling with inflation,"
Khokhar stated. He warned
that the increased costs could
lead to the

closure of small food stalls
("dhabas") and tandoors across

the country, potentially contrib-
uting to unemployment.

Khokhar emphasized the
reliance on imported LPG,
highlighting that 300 LPG mar-
keting companies depend on it
and 60-70% of domestic con-
sumption comes from

imports. He argued that the
tax increase will hurt both im-
porters and consumers.

The association has sent a
letter to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, urging him to
reconsider the tax hike. They
have also threatened to go on
strike before the upcoming Eid
al-Adha holiday if their de-
mands are not met.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Leader
of Opposition Omar Ayub has
said he is seeing the fall of the
government and elections this
year.

In an interview with a pri-
vate Tv news channel PTI
leader said,” the winds direc-
tion is changing but still it re-
quires to be changed com-
pletely”.

“It is a compromised gov-
ernment with no one have trust
over it, neither it could take
strong decisions,” opposition
leader in the National Assem-
bly said.

Omar Ayub demanded im-
mediate new elections, a level
playing field and withdrawal of
cases against the PTI leader-
ship. “One day they will open
the jail’s door and told the PTI
founder that they want to hold
talks with him”.

“They have to tell the PTI
founder that come and assume
the charge of government, we
could not run it,” Omar Ayub
said. “It will be good for the
country, this government
changes as early as possible,”

he said.
“Drastic reforms required

in the country could only man-
age by the PTI’s founder,”
Ayub said.

“It is the establishment or
the government, they all have
to sit and hold talks,” he said.
“Return us our mandate, then
we will talk with these politi-
cal parties,” Omar Ayub said.

He said the PTI’s founder
had made a three-member
committee for talks with the es-
tablishment. “No one has
talked with this committee,
neither we are overly eager
for it. PTI founder had formed
the committee for someone
saying that you didn’t talk with
us”.

Omar Ayub referred a se-
nior People’s Party leader say-
ing to him that ” either the
PML-N will stab us in back or
we to them”.

PTI leader said that there
is no reference of a hybrid sys-
tem in the constitution, “if it is
running currently, it is uncon-
stitutional and illegal”. “Those
calling it a hybrid system, they

are talking on an unconstitu-
tional matter, which requires
Article 6 to be invoked,” he
said.

“This system and the gov-
ernment could not run, and the
government will collapse
soon,” he predicted.

 “The days of the govern-
ment are numbered”. “They
are deferring the budget’s
date”.

Opposition leader said that
the IMF has told them to con-
sult over the budget with the
opposition, but they didn’t do
so.

“A new election could be
avoided, if they return our man-
date and withdraw cases
against us,” PTI leader said.

“We have passed through
the furnace of fire to become
solid iron, now none of us will
return back. We are facing
cases and go to jail if the bail
cancels,” he said.

“If the IMF contacted us,
we will only demand su-
premacy of the constitution
and the law in the country,” he
added.

LAHORE (INP): The National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
Lahore has initiated an inves-
tigation into the closure of
Walton Airport and the subse-
quent use of its land for com-
mercial purposes, sources said
on Thursday.

According to sources,
Former Director General (DG)
of the Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA), Khaqan Murtaza, and
other CAA officials will be in-
vestigated in connection with
the case.

NAB has prepared a list
of 13 questions for Khaqan
Murtaza, including the reasons
that led to the airport’s closure
and the decision to use the land
for commercial purposes,

sources added.
Sources said that the

NAB has also sought assis-
tance from the Aircraft Own-
ers and Operators Association
to aid in the investigation and
the 13 questions have also been
forwarded to them.

Earlier, the Aircraft Own-
ers & Operators Association
of Pakistan (AOOAP) has al-
leged that the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) sold airport
land to a provincial real estate
developer at a drastically un-
dervalued price, sparking a
heated controversy.

The land was sold for less
than 15% of its market value
of Rs350 billion, raising ques-
tions about potential corruption

and violations of rules and
regulations.

Later, the CAA denied the
accusations, labeling them
“baseless and fake.” The pro-
vincial real estate development
agency has also dismissed the
claims, stating that the
AOOAP is attempting to dis-
credit the project.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the Lahore’s oldest
Walton airport was permanent
closed of Civil Aviation Author-
ity (CAA) in PTI government
in 2021.

The CAA had directed all
flying clubs to ground their
planes as the airport has been
permanently shut down for all
operations.

KARACHI (INP): Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on
Thursday approved an additional
fund of Rs520 million to establish
a pediatric cardiac unit at the Na-
tional Institute of Cardiovascular
(NICVD).

The chief minister gave the
approval while presiding over the
82nd governing body meeting of
the NICVD.

The meeting was held at the
CM House and was attended by
Minister Health Dr Azra Pechuho,
Mayor Karachi Murtaza Wahab,
MPAs Sadiya Javed, Rukhsana
Parveen, Secretary Finance Fayaz
Jatoi, Secretary to CM Raheem
Shaikh, Secretary Health Rehan
Baloch, Executive Director NICVD
Dr Tahir Saghir and other mem-

bers.
The governing body consid-

ering the heavy workload of peads
cardiac patients decided that two
floors of the new building would
be functionalised for cardiac treat-
ment of the children.

The CM approved an addi-
tional Rs520 million to make both
floors functional.

The governing body was
also told that procurement of MRI
machines was approved for Rs
628.3 million during the current fi-
nancial year, 2023-2024 for the fa-
cilitation of the Stroke Interven-
tion Program.

The machine [MRI] was pur-
chased to evaluate the cardiac
masses, cardiomyopathy workup
viability study; and ischemic

stroke on brain MRI for both car-
diac and brain imaging along with
cardiac and non-cardiac condi-
tions for the needs of patients but
funds have not been released. The
chief minister directed the finance
department to release the funds.

The NICVD executive direc-
tor proposed to the chief minister
that the Grant-in-Aid/budget for
the year 2024-2025 may be in-
creased. At this, the CM directed
Minister of Health Dr Azra
Pechuho and Secretary of Finance
Fayaz Jatoi to assess and evalu-
ate the need for NICVD and send
him their recommendations for his
approval.

The board also approved the
appointment of Dr Tahir Saghir as
Executive Director of the NICVD.

CHAMAN (INP): Protesters
in Chaman, Balochistan, on
Thursday retaliated against the
eviction of their protest camps
and the reopening of the
Chaman-Quetta highway by
vandalizing the Deputy
Commissioner’s office.

The incident occurred af-
ter Levies personnel cleared
the protest camps and re-
opened the highway, which had
been blocked for several days.
While the protesters initially
dispersed, they later regrouped
and attacked the Deputy
Commissioner’s office, result-
ing in damage to the building.

The Deputy Commissioner
of Chaman, Raja Athar Abbas,
was targeted during the attack,
but escaped unharmed. Lev-
ies personnel swiftly appre-
hended the perpetrators, pre-
venting further violence. An
anti-terrorism FIR has been
registered against the attack-
ers.

The protest, which began
several days ago, was sparked
by the arrest of seven individu-
als and the filing of terrorism
charges against 10 others. The
protesters are demanding the

release of the arrested individu-
als and dropping of the terror-
ism charges.

The situation in Chaman
remains tense, with internet
services partially suspended.
The protesters have set up a
new camp outside the Deputy
Commissioner’s office.

The incident follows a re-
cent attack on polio workers
in Chaman, where two Levies
personnel were injured and
two female polio workers were
assaulted. The attack high-
lighted the ongoing security
challenges in the region.

The reopening of the
Chaman-Quetta highway, a
crucial trade route between
Pakistan and Afghanistan, was
short-lived. The highway re-
mains blocked, halting all trade
and travel between the two
countries.

The Balochistan govern-
ment has taken action against
protesters in Chaman after
they disrupted public order and
challenged the authority of the
state.

The district administration
reported that protesters had
closed banks, locked down the

passport office, shut down the
press club, and blocked major
roads, creating widespread
chaos in the city. To restore
peace and order, Levies forces
took action against the disrup-
tive elements.

The district administration
also confirmed that the
Chaman-Quetta highway has
been reopened to traffic after
the removal of illegal road-
blocks.

A spokesperson for the
Balochistan government stated
that the government had re-
peatedly attempted to resolve
the issue through dialogue.
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Sarfraz Bugti, instructed min-
isters and the speaker to visit
Chaman and engage with the
protesters.

However, the protesters
remained unwilling to negoti-
ate, creating a stalemate.

The spokesperson further
stated that the protesters had
repeatedly challenged the law
and the authority of the state
over the past month, including
attacks on the FC fort, polio
teams, and the Deputy
Commissioner’s complex.

KARACHI (INP): Another
child succumbed to injuries on
Thursday as the death toll from
a blast at a liquid petroleum gas
(LPG) cylinder filling shop in
Hyderabad’s Preetabad area
rose to 24.

Two-year-old Haram
breathed his last at the Burns
Ward of Civil Hospital
Karachi. The hospital admin-
istration said 67pc body of
Haram had burn injuries and
he could not survive.

Four more injured are be-
ing treated at the Karachi Civil
Hospital.

The cylinder blasted into a
ground-floor shop which had
started to spread to the top lev-
els of the building where the

families reside on May 30
The blast took place in the

LPG cylinder filling shop lo-
cated on the ground floor of
Zacha Bacha Hospital area
along Mir Nabi Bux Town
Road in UC-8 of Neerunkot
town.

At least 60 people, mostly
children, received serious burn
injuries and had to be shifted
to Karachi after being provided
emergency treatment at the
Liaquat University Hospital
(LUH).

Some 18-22 injured per-
sons with 80pc to 90pc burns
were referred to a major hos-
pital in Karachi.

Sindh governor Kamran
Tessori distributed cash assis-

tance among each of the 60
families affected by the
Hyderabad cylinder blast

Speaking to the families
whose dear ones have lost their
lives in the tragedy, Tessori said
that on the request of MQM
leader Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will also come
to Hyderabad after his visit to
China.

He said: “We didn’t learn
lesson from the past; minor in-
cidents had been occurring
earlier, but now this tragedy has
struck us and these families.”

Governor Tessori said it
was administration’s responsi-
bility to look into the issue of
substandard cylinder.

BEIJING: Chirman China International Development Cooperation Agency Mr. Luo Zhaohui calls on
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

BEIJING: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar witnesses the
signing ceremony of MoUs between the Board of Investment and Several Chinese entities.

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson Benazir Income Support Programme, Mrs. Rubina Khalid, in a meeting
with Ms. Coco Ushiyama, Country Director of the World Food Programme (WFP) to discuss the
improvement of health and nutrition for women and children in Pakistan, at BISP HQs.

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Kazim Niaz, Secretary, Ministry of Economic Affairs, and H.E. Mr. Wada Mitsuhiro,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to Pakistan, signs the Record of Discussions
& Exchange of Notes to bolster the Human Resource Development Scholarship Program(JDS)


