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Establishment’s
'interference' in

judiciary to end
soon: LHC CJ

HAWALPINDE: The
(et Jnstice of Lahore
High Court {LHC), Justice
Malik Shahzad Almed,
slated that the
exlablishuient's nilzrizr-
ence in the judiciary will
so0 come lo an 2ud.

Speaking at a1 event
in Rawalpindi on Friday,
the €I highlighiad his
immediate actions upon
assuming office. "1
convened a full court
meeting and decided that
the culture of strikes would
not be tolarated. On May
13, acircnlar was issued to
the Punjab judiciany,
stating that we would not
acknowledae any calls for
shrikes. Whether there is a
strike call crnot, we will act
according to the law." he
said.On April 24. [HC

Judges unaniniously
acknowledaed that
intellipence agencies were
“nferfering” in their
judicial unctions. NEWS
DES

Pakistan’s weak
debt alfordability
drives ‘high debt
sustainability
risks’: Moody’s

NEWSDESK: Global rating
agency Moody's ou Friday
said that the country's weak
debt affordability drives high
debl sustamnability risks as
it noted that the government
spends more than half 11s
revenue on interest pay-
uienls,

In a cormment regard-
ing the newly finance bill
[ the fiscal year (FY)
2025, it said. “The budzet
estimated debt servicing
pamnents to have in-
ereased by about 18pe for
fiseal 2025 compared witha
year agn ™

“The govenunenl
spends more than half its
rEVENe om inferest
pavinents, indicaling very
weak debt alfordability
which drives high debt
sustainability risks" 1t sand
adding that *aboai §5pcof
fiscal year 2025 revemie
(Rs9.K trillion) is earmarked
for iuterest payvinents on
thie govermment's debi™,
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PM announces major electricity tariff cut
for industrial sector

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif an-
nounced A significant redne-
tion in electricity tarifis for
the indusirial sector on Fri-
day;, cumting rtes by Rs10.69
Eﬂ nnit, This move aims fo

oos exports @nd ndustrial

production.
Due to the prime
minister's special efforts, the

new electricity pric d'm it
for (he mdustiial and export
setor is set at Rs34.99,
According to a state-
menl o the PM Office, the
National Electric Power

Regulatory  Authority
(NEPRA) reconniendad this

rednction for industries.

I'he PM’s package is
expected to provide over
Bs200 billion in relief toin-
dustries, enhancing their
competilivensss in the glo-
bial mrier

The packzge aims (o
align the country™s mani fc-
turing costs with interna-
ol markets, reducing pro-
duction costs for industrial
and agricultural conmodi-
lies.

This is anticipated to

lead to an mcrease

The tarffeut is also ex-
pected fo accelerate indus-
trial growth, create new job
oppornmities, and stimulate
eeondRTic activity.

i may be mentioned
(hat NEPRA liad proposed a
redinction of Bs 10.69 per il
in electricity pricss for indus-
fries.

Prime Minister
Shehbag's special package is
set o alleviate over Rs200
Ballion worth of nrden from
industiies.

Sources indicate that

thus relief aims to make the
cosl of goods competitive in
the giobal market. It is also
expected to reduce the pro-
duction costs of mdustrial
and agricultural products,
IEﬂ.de to a significant in-
Crease m exporls,

Experts believe that the
priine minister's announoe-
miznt will accelerate indus-
trial developmiznt and rapidly
increase smployinent. The
faster pace of industrial ac-
tivity ane the rise in exparts
will benefit the national
economy. NEWS DESK.

No point negotiating with ‘powerless’ govt:
Imran Khan

NEWS DESK: Pakistnn
Tehreek-e-Insal  (PTI)
founder Tnran Khan on Fri-
day stated that there is no
pnml m negotiating with a
government that lacks au-
thority. During an informal
conversanion with the media
during the hearing of the
£190 million reference at
Rawalpindi‘s Adiala Jail, he
accused the administzation
of pressuring judges who
mile m favour of PTT and
criticised e recent budaet
for burdening salaried indi-
viduals. Khan alleped that a
judge from Sarpodha in-
formed the Lahore High
Court ahoirt pressire exerted
by intelligence agencies.

He claimed that the

judge's houschold gas sup-
ply was cut off and that
Judges sympathetic to PTI
face immense pressure.
"Jonrnnlists speaking in
favour of PT1 are bemg tar-
geted: Pacol Hassain was al-

tacked, and Ali Zaman was

tortured,” Khan asscried,
mq:hmﬂun,mtelhnﬂxe Agen-
cies in these actions, Khan
ur the Chief Inatice of

cistan Clazi Fasz [sa toup-
hold the mle of law amidst

these interferences. Khan
praised a judge Ifrom
Sargodha, six judges from
Elamiabad High Coort, and
three judges from the Su-
preme Court for their inleg-
rity. Addressimg the ndget,

Khan highlighted that Paki-
stan needs Lo generate Bs13
trillionin revesine, with Rs9.8
trillicn allocated to debt in-
leres] pavinenls.

He predicted a neces-
sity ta borrow Ra7.S trillion
to cover (he bodeet deficit,
warning that the country is
already sinking  “Invest-
ment, which hinges on the
rule of law, is the only salva-
tion, yet this year saw the
lowest investment in 50
years,” he stated.

Protest Erupts In Harnai
Against Killing Of A

Young

Man

Hanif Taveen, Stalf llepnrte-r

IIAEULI,QI’EI'E{
Teusioms are lugh w Barmai as
fmmily members protested
otitude the local police
station, dermnandog ustics fox
the il g of 0 vone men
Muhrmimad lmean. fmrn was
ftally shot while resisting a
robbery, prongtmg lis
greang reinives and
commily neEmbers (o siag
A denonstration witl lis body
placed promupenthy in oot of
the pobee statwn. Tle
protestors have vowed to
confaie ther demonstration
il the perpretratons are
apprehendad, hishiishting the
urgent need for mproved
security mnd swifl schon by
lmw enforeoment.

“Wewill not neores nntl
Muherrsd Inran's kollers e
broughit tojustics” declared g
spokesperson for the grisving
famuly The profest has drswm
emmnfrcsl atrenbon, witl
conmmumity leaders callmpg fior
wrmiechiate pohee intervention
aincd better proleciive nosnsues
for citizens.

Meanwiule in Quetta
the discovay of a dead body

— —

il the mam eity mllah has
added to the pronce’s
disiress

The vmidenhified body
was foand under susmeons
CTCIMLG AL S, TRlsiiE
concems about safety and
crume in the area. Aathorities
are mvestipatme the iwneident,
bt the Inck of immadiate
nformation has led to an ety
end speculation auong
residents.

These mowdents under
ST ﬂ'l.‘" ]'ﬂ'F'i."iIllﬂ IS5 -nf
crume m Balochiztan. with
citizens demanding more
effechve polirmg and pstice
for the victims. As the
commmunity rallies for justice
wi Harman and awvaits answers
i Quetia, the need for
enhancod security measimnes
and raprd legal responses
TeTiER S ROl

Protests Lead to Closure
of Hana Lake and Hana
Urak Road Quetta

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Theangy o
cal residents have closed the
popular recreational spots,
Hana Lake and Hana Orak
Cuetta 1o tourists. This deci-
sive action was taken &5 a pro-
test agamst the nsing incidents
of dangerous motorcyching by
vistiors, which have resulted m
GUGErONS waues among local
ciuldren. "We will not zllow
miotoreyelsts toply with th=ir
Irves here"’, Shah Zanan Kakar,
oite of the protesters smid The
profests saw vesidents burning
their diaries and candles at the
entry pamtsof these entertam-
el meas, eifectively blockung
access. The protesters ex
prossed thear frostration and
angmsh o the rerkless beban-
1on ol youths Gom Queits cily
who engage in peeding and one
wheelme on motoreycles This
pentons aetvaly ias led 1o s
eral pecidents, causing severs
uijuries to local children

“We cannol stand by as
out dinkiren becane disabled for
the sake of others® entertnin
ment” one profester identifisd
as Mubanmnad Ehan stated
The local commuiniy has raised

thes issuewith the admuristra
hon mulnple fmes, but they
conceEnes lwve besn mst with
enpty promaises gl Gilse s

Alrmmnoes

The protestors smpha-
spoed] that e dimstic measures
area lastresort affer numerous
attermpts to resolve the situa-
tiom thwough dialopue were 12-
nored. They demand smmadiate
ond effeetnie action to ensurs
thee safety of ther chaldren and
10 prevent (he recreabionsl spols
from becommg hotspots for
hazardous activities As the
priciests combuee he fukure ol
Hana Lake and Hma Orak as
pecessibke recreational arcas re-
i es vncertam. The loeal ad-
fuirns trodion 16 it mcrensings
pressure to eddress the safety
ooncerns And restore mderwile
balencmg the misrests of hoth

Iocals and tourists.

Empowering Youth through Skill Development in Balochistan

QUETTA: The land-
scape of Balochision is sei
for a transformative shift ss
a wave of skill development
initiatives rakes roof, spear-
hizaded by the Prime Minis-
ter Youth Skill Development
Program. With 5,573 young
individuals currently en-
rolled in the Grst Datch, this
program 5 poised 1o equip
{he youth with essential
gkills fir & Drighter [Uture.
This initiative is more than
just nmmbers, 1l syimbolizes
hope and opportunity for a
region often overlooked.
Chief Minister Mir Sarfamz
Bugti stated, “This program
is a beacon of hope for our
yoeuth. It signifies our com-
mitment to providing them
with the m£: they ried to
shape a prosperous fiture
for I.%aiuct.limun."

Fostering Inclusion
and Support through

UNHCR Program

Canplementing this ef-
fort, the UNHCR prozram
Lias also taken significant
strides in fostering inclusion
and support for Afghan refu-
pees. Among its 196 trainees,
70% are Afghan refugees.
and 30% hal from the host
comomnity. This blend not
only enhances skill levels but
also promotes social cohe-
sion. a crucial step towards
A harmonious and p
ous commmunity. Chief Min-
ister Bugti emphasized. “By
mtegratmg Afghan rehigees
and our ocal commmity, we

are not jll imparfing skills
Lt also fostering unity and
myrmal growth. This initia-
tive nnderscores the spint of
inclugivity and coopersition
that is vital for our prosress.”
Recognizing
and Validating
Existing Skills

In a sigmificant move
towards recognizing and
validating existing skills, (he

Recognition of Prior Team-
ing (RPL) iniliative lias eer-
tificd 269 skilled laborers in
May 2024. This certification

acknowledzes their exper-
tise and opens doors to bet-

ter employment opportani-
ties. tines upkifting the skilled

warkforce of Balochistan.
Elevating Techno-

logical Prowess with
Saummer of Code

Sved All Shal:

Looking ahead, the
Summuer of Code progrum is
set to elevate the region's
technological prowess.

The Nationnl Testing
Service (N15) will conduct a
teston June 23, 2024, fo ze-
lect approximately 600 train-
ces for an Intermational [T
certification prowam, This
initiative not only aims to
enhance the digital skills of
the youth but also to posi-
ficn Balochistan as a bur-

geoning tech hub,
Empowering
Women through
SheFixes Program

Additionally, the
SheFixes progam, another
remarkable initfative led by
NAVTTC Chairperson
Gulmina Bilal. focuses an

ering women through
skill development, Sched-
uled for June 23, the test by

NTS will pave the way for
more women (o snter the
techinical fiekl reaking sle-
reotypes and fostenng gen-
der equality.

Launching High-Tmpact
Training in Educational
Institutions

Balochistan™s educa-
tional imstitutions are also
embracing this change By
At 2024, 13 colleges will
trmch high-impact iraining
courses in Data Scieuces,
Artificial Intelligence, and
Clond Computing. These
courses will ensure (hat slu-
dents are well-versed in cut-
hun-cdw: technnlogies. pre-

lEIE.II.I. {ior the demands
-::-f lhe modermn job market.

Transformative Poten-

tial Highlighted by
Leadership

Gulmira Bilal, the driv-
ing force behind these initia-
tives, emphasized the trans-
formative potential of these
programs. “NAVITC has
opeted new vistas of uppror-
funitics in Balochistan. Our
focus is to empower the

pouth with skills that are not
Just refevant today buf wall

shape the future™
Support and Recog-
nition from the

European Union
The significance of
these developments was fur-
ther highlighted by Chief

Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bogh
during the launch of
NAVTTC S new initiatives in
collaboration with the Enrmo-
pean Union, He remarked,
“These inilialives are a les-
tament to onr commuibtment to
the youtlli of Balochistan. By
imparting skill nnd technical
education. we are building a
foundation for sustainable
growth and prosperity.”

A Shared Vision
for a Resilient
Workforce

The coliaboration with
the Evropean Tnion undes-
seores the international sup-
port and recognition of these
efforts, I reflecls & shared
vision of uplifting
Balochistan throogh educa-
tion: and skill developient,
fostering a resilient and ca-
pable workdforce

A Future Brimming
with Oppertunities

I sunmmary, thess pro-
grams pepresent a bescon of
hope for the youth of
Balochistan., With strafegic
leadership and collabomative
cfforts, Balochistan 15 on a
putl o beconmung a hub of
skilled professionals, driving
econowmic growth and social
progress. The initiatives by
NAVTIC, supported by lo-
cal and intermational part-
ners, arz set to ransform the
region, offering its youth a
future brimming with oppor-
turities and success.
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Editor:

Asim Khan
Juetta Green Bus Promise:

ovt Urged

to Turn Commitments into Action

Editorial:

In 5 seemingly promising move o uplifi transportation standards, the
Balochistan government has infolded plans for an extensive expansion of the
green bus flest. The visicoary initiative, spearheaded by Dr. Faisal Aluned
Ehan, CEO of Balochistan Public Private Parmership (BPPP), alms to inroduce
25 additional eco-fnendly buszss fo the streets of Quetta. However, as the
govermment unvedls plans, the pressing question looms — will these prounses
translate into tangble mmprovemeints for the provincial capital’s Iong-auffering

cotmml Ers?

Green Bus Expansion Now A Tang Standing Demanil

Originially sanctioned by lonuer CluelMinister Fam Ramsl Klan, the plan
row gaining momentum under the current administration. imderscoring the
government™s commitment to sustainable and accessible transportation, With
an ambitious target of deploving 100 gresn buses across Quetta o the immi-
nent months, the expansion spans beyond the city center. promising relief to
residents in areas like Hazars Town, Marriabad, Saonmgli Read, Sariab Cus-
tom, Nowan Killi, and other vital parts of Quetta.

Expansion OfProject Directly Respomds To Public Demand: Dr. Faisal

Dr. Faisnl Ahmed Khan nsserts that this expansion directly responds to
thee persistent public demand for enhanced trans
reality, however, reveals thal currently, a meager eight buses operate from
Ralochistan University to Belili Airport Road. laying bare the glaring inad-
equacy in meen bus availability

Carotaker Prime Minister Anwarnl H‘;ghhakar’i recent proclemation. vow-

ing am additional 100 green buses for Bal

ation facilities. The stark

istan, sigmiies the govermment’s

purporied dadication to elevating public transportation standards in the re-
wion. While conunendable in words, the ouus now Ells on Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan to rranslate these verbal conunitments into
swift and substantive action.
CS Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan Can Play AKev Role
Commendatioms for the govemment’™s seermingly progressive approach
st be et with an weent plea for Chief Secietary Shakeel Qadir Khan's
decisive leadership in ensuring efficient execution. Quetta’s residents, lmg
fatipued by the lack of a dependable public transportation systen. now de-
mand more than promises — they demand a concrete reality. The introduction
of zreen buses holds the potential to alleviate the lonestanding comnmiting
challenges, creating a pathiway 10 & more sustainable md m:esajhie funure for

the pmgpl: of Balochistan. The call for action is not merely
critica]l imperative, and the responsibility squarely rests with(‘

tion: it's &
tef Secretary

Shakeel Qadir Khan to lead the way in urning promises into tangible, transfor-

mative actions.

Lionised in London

BY E.S. Aijazuddin:

m{ﬂﬂﬂdﬁip;md
Iztanbul airport nust
have been inspired by
the phrase: “Walk that
exira mile®. Passengers
have 1o walk over end-
less travelators until
they reach the {mmigra-
tion comnters. Turkey
adid s only the fittest.
The extra exercise
would have been less
mactmg. had one not
spent 10 days treading
the vnyielding pave-
ments of London. Fortu-
nately, like the food
there, the weather has
Gone the
smog of childhood, the
Spartan meals, the
lockdown on Sundays.
the after-effects even
inlo the mid-1950s of
wartimeg  rabioming
Today's Lomdon is a vast
epicurean table. with
cuisine from every
kitchen: Gresk. Ethio-
pian, Indonesian. even
Mexican chipotles. Re-
verse colonialism has
couguered Britain. The
Vikings brought power:
the Pomsns civics and
law; the colonies brought
curries. Khonshwant
Singh would have been
delighted to lesm that
ihe fmal day ofhis KSIF
2024 ended m Cambridgs.
He loved Britain as anly
a foreigner can — with a
recurring, unrequited,
Olig=5] passion.
Ethnicity 15 0o
longeT a novelly in Bril-
ain. A speaker in Can-
bridze (a Bril-Pak profes-

sor of English at Bristal
University) imlroduced
her nnforgiving diambe
against her father. It was
patricidein print. Her f4-
ther had bezn a profés-
sor of medicine al
Lahowe's premier medi-
cil college. He was in-
sensitive to a fault, Can-
did in another way was
Lord Simon of Salford,
Master of Christ®s Cal-
lege. He had retired al-
ter over 40 years of dis-
tinguished service in the
Foreign & Common-
wealth Belations Office.
He spoke ppenly aboui

sooty Brexit and sub-coniinen-

1al polities.

e of the oldest
attendees al KSLF Caur
bridge was the indefati-
gable nonagenarizn Sir
Nicholas Barrington, the
former mnbassador/
Iigh comnumissioner o
Pakistan (1987-1994)
Still active, he distrib-
uted freely his latest
analysis uu Afgham-
sian C Univer-
sify. like alinost all Brit-
ish educational instim-
tions now, 18 an Aca-
demic campus of
Chinatown. Once, see-
mg a foreign face in the
LIK was a rarity. Now, i
British profile is hard 1o
come by Intersstingly,
the Chinese tourists in
Cambridege and i Lon-
ihon were nol geriatrics
funlfilling e dream of 4
lifetime but young Sine-
yippies, lraiping con-
fidently over their Brit-
15h domain like the Ro-

man legions did after
their conguest of Britain
in 5% BCE. Chinese res-
tauranis in London are
clhigap. cheerful, and &
chopstick’s length away
[rom every home.
Ethnicity s no
longer a novelry, a5 he
In--d--ian craft shops
reeking of inceise onde
were. I is part of British
multicultural identity:
Certainly the mest
starthng evidence of this
fugion could be seen in
the currently popular
musical The Book of
Mormon. However much
one had heard of its
shocking profaniry, noth-
ing preparexd one for the
actual performance, The
thame seemed innocaous
enough — the plight of
white Mormion mission-
aries seul to convert
black naiives in Uanda.
The loud lyrics and
the unithibited choreog-
raphiy thoush oscillated
between heresy ( for Mor-
mors), blasphemy (for
Lmul:lﬂ.lmsts} and rancid
racism (for those of any
colour). Judging from the
cheers that greeted every
solo, somE 10 the andi-
ence had sesn the show
before. Obwiously they
craverd more profanity
The antidote to this
unierving cultural on-
slauglit lay in the calin-
ing extubition on Ranjit
Singh: Sikh. Warrior,
King, on display until
October al the Wallace
i:'u[lecﬁnn in Manchester

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for
Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Knkar:

Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alarming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy. unempl ut,
ey o o
metality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment.

The vamatched
policies and frrelevant
development strategies,
dlong with poor gover-
nance. have resulted m
extreine underdevelop-
ment of the province,
Though the bleak pic-
mire of the province is
noticzable to all dec-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
ing critical poverty lev-
cls in red, Balochistan'™s
political and futellectual
‘;“i')li_l.‘.-ﬁ‘_‘i remain sharply

riched.

Balochistan’s
Political And

Intellectual
Spheres Di-
vided

Amidat the current
devastating scenario in
(e provinee,
Balochistan’s palitical
and infellectual spheres
are sharply divided.
Supporters of the latter
nu.wpumt draw upon
global examples of suc-
cessful development
sirate gies, particnlarky
the establishment of
Special Economic Zones
{SEZs) In various mu-
tions.

Lzaming from glo-
bal cace studies, the po-
tential of Balochistan as
a resource-rich province
with vast ecological and
lopographic diversity,
coupled with its strate-
gi¢ localion, warrants a
paradign shift towards
nfrastructure deve
ment and economie
EI'I]“.'H}_ It 1= evident that

the economic
status of ihe populace
will pave the way for the

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help
appioaches. Failure to
adapt 1o this evolving
developnient approach
over the past 70

BCTVEes A5 A stark re-
munder of the nesd for

change.
Potentials of
the Province

Ensure the

Success of
SEZ

Balochistan, oftzn
referred to as the “fruit
baskel” of Pakisian,
slands ouf as a resmEce-
rch province boastinz
the largest landscape
and the longest const-
Linse spaming 770 kil cre-
fers.

Despite ile un-
tapped wealth in various
nunerals, Balochistan re-
mains nndardeveloped.
Its diverse ecological
andl topographic zones
allow for the experience
of different seascns si-
rmitanesusly, with in-
babitants enjoving boil
the coldest and hotiest
regons in the province
within one division,

Deng Xmoping was
oupressed by the onbe-
lievable emergence of
development in

Singapore quoted once
that when wisited Les
Kuan and asked how 1
can make China as
Singapore and his re-
& was 1o establish
SEFs and affirmed

the asiablishment of ona
thunsand SESS in China.
The provinee's sira-
tagic location grants it
access o two inlerna-
tiomal hordars with fan
and Afghenistan. s rich
resources. including
minerals, natural gas,
ggriculiure, livestock,
forests. end fisheries.
offer a solid foundation
for intensifying the em-
phasis on Special Eco-

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potenfials not
only justify the focus o
SEZatmtalsoserveasa
guarantee of their suc-
cess.
SEZs The Only
Option

Ensuring the full
operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs)alreadyidentified
colnmenced in
Balochistan stands ont
ps the foremost priooty
nrea for intervention, The
esfablishment of small
and medinm-scale mndus-
tries within these zoncs
will not only create sm-
ployment opportumaties
but alsoincentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering wrbanization,
This industrial growth at
the grassroots level will
facilitate the much-
needed mckle-down ef-
fecl, addressing the
pressing needs of the
populace

The mﬂnmm{nﬂl for
¢ iling he establish-
mmufuﬁﬁumie& is e~
ing forther str ened
‘tﬁrgma mmreum%t;ewia
opment of private hous-
ing schemes armounced
and carrently under con-
struction by the real es-
Tare dealers

These mitiativas
will compel the working
class 1o seek improved
living standards, lhereby
enhancing rhe overall
guality ol life in
Balochistan.
Urbanization

promotion and
establishment
of new cities

Addressing the
challengs of scattered
population in
Balochistan is para-
mount 10 ensure effee-
five social and mfrastroc-
ture development. The

dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increasss the unil costs
of development and
maintenance of services.
MMoreover. it contributes
o the prevailing law and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political lusurgencies
and religions terronsm.

To address this
chall the estrblish-
mieat of new cities and
towns across the prov-
ince 18 essential.

However, given the
budgetary constrainis
and Therﬁ':aq.r invesl-
mient raquired for estab-
lishing new cities, lever-
aging the existing SEZs
ATEAS A% NEW cities [ire-
serls @ viable solution,
The development of
these SEZs inlo fully
finctional urban centers
with basic fscilities and
jub ‘E?mmm;c& rural

tions would be

mcenﬂmud o migraie
from their current ioca-
tiows.

This migration is
already ocourming due to
climatie dizasters =uch
as earihquakes. floods,
and dronghts, as wit-
nessed in areas like
Ziaral, the Green Beli,
Cricler [Falat), and Pishin,

Transfonning SEZs
into naw cities not only
addresses the challengs
of seatterad population
buit also provides a stra-
le s opporiuaty o sy
economic growth and
development o
Balochistar. It facilitates
wrbaniration. enhances
mecess 1o services and
infrastmcture, and con-
tributes to stability and
security in the rcgmn
Therefore, priorilizing
the davelopment of
these SEA= into new nr=
bam bubs can be a gune-
changer for
Balochistan's sustain-
gble  development
agenida

Appoiniment of

heads of authori-

ties from private
sectors

The Government of
Balochistan has mdeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing oo
thematic areas such fs
Eoconomic fones and
Public-Private Pariner-
ships (PPD)

However, the effec-
fiveness aof these au-
thorities is quietly dwin-
dling by the appointment
of heads from junior of-
ficials who lack the influ-
ence to nevigate burean-
eratic lardles of gamer
suppart from higher of-
fictals,

Additionally, the
prevailing bureaocratic
culture poses further
challenpes by not pro-
viding an enabling envi-
romiment for these offi-
clals,

To address these 15-
sues. It 1s mmpearative lo
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate ector,

Ihese mdividoals
should possess local
knowledge. familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au-
thorities within the zov-

erniel.
This roach will
ensure that heads of

these authorities have
e necessary clout and
influence to drive mean-
mgful and over-
come bureaucratic ob-
stacles effectively

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the affzctive operation
of Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming of
Balochistan at the na-
liotal level

Strategic Urban Planning in Balochistan: A Blueprint
for Sustainable Development

By Mauzoor Magsi:

In a hid to chart a

course for the fafure, e
provincial govemment
of Balochistan liss uii-
dertaken a transforma-
live indtradive— e “De-
velopment of Master
Plans for 32 District
Headguarters/Towns of
Balochisian,

" This commpreliensive
scheme aims fo creafc a
clear roadmap for the
development and expan-
sion of [dentified towns
within short-, mediumm-,
and lomg-term frame-
works,

As the project
progresses under the
public sector develop-
ment program, it be-
cores imperative o ex-
amifie how strategie ur-
ban planming cen con-
tribute to reducing the
pressures of urbaniza-
tion and accommodate
the province’s

population’s growth,

Integrated Ap-
proach To Urban

Development

The key compo-
ments of this ambitious
EIIEIE&'L'D]' cOocompass
various vital sectors, on-
suring an integrated ap-
proach o urben devel-
opment

From Housing &
Urban Development
Trallic & Trausporta-
tiom, and from Economic
issnes fo Disaster Risk
Management, each facet
is imeticulously . ad-
drassed.

The deve ent of
Masler Plans mvolves
the creation of nception
Reporls, Topographic
Surveys,

Digitired Base
Maps, Dralt and Final
Master Plan Reports. as
well as rules and guide-
lines to manage future

growih effectively.

Involvement
Of Key Stake-
holders Cruocial

One cucial aspect
of this inftiative i3 ifs
emphasis

on incluaivity, Au-
thenticated data col-
lected frown the field and
secondary somrces play
a pivolal ole in the de-
velopment of qualitative
master plans,

In this regard, the in-
volvement of stakehold-
ers such as soverunent
departments, non-gzov-
enuneni organizations,
academia, and the gen-
eral public is deemed cro-
cial.

Collaboration with
these entitiez ensures
that the master plans are
not only comprehensive
but alsoreflective of the
diverse peeds and aspi-
rations of the commund -
lies involved.

Liaisons With
District Ad-
ministrations
Tmportant

The activi-
tiss, mcluding linisons
with distrct admmistra-
tions and the submis-
sion of Inception Re-
ports and imitial drafts of
surveys amd maps,
showcase the conummi-
ment to 3 consuliative
amnd iterative approach.
However, to achieve
i.rt:].}' sustaiimble whan
development, 3 contin-
ued and robust partmer-
ship with stakebolders =
vecesiary,  This collabo-
wAtive ¢ will et only
validate the collected
data but alsa cnhance
the adeptabibity af the
master plaos to che
evalving needs of the
commumitics. Pakistan
Grapples With Rapid Ur-
baniration And Populs-
tion GrowthAs the conn-

try pples with the
challenges of rapid ur-
banization and a growing
poepulation,
Balochistan's initiative
stands as a model for
strategie, inclusive, and
sustainable urban plan-
wing. By copsiderme all
aspects of development,
Eﬁ!—lﬁ-ﬁt\tntllilplu e
vironmental conserva-
I:-un_ the prcn- mee s nod
just preparing for the fu-
ture—at = actrvchy shap-
g 1. The suecess of
this endervor will not
ounly bepefst Balochistan
bt may serve as a bea-
eon for other regions
seeking innovative solu-
tions to the complex 15-
sue of urbanization in
the 21st century. The
writer 15 a former Press
Secretary to Chief Min-
ictct Balochistan, cur-
rently working as Assis-
tart Dmrector of Public
Relations at the Govern-
ment of Brlochistan

BY Khurrvam Husain:

M.YCH will be wiilten

about the budget’s spe-
cifics, but there is some-
thing else on

this year. Tlnm{udﬂel
marks nearly a quarter
ceritury of back-to-back.
virtually nonstop IMF
programmes that Paki-
gtan lias been om, This
means for 25, or a guar-
ler of a cenfury now, we
have had a near confinn-
ous e of austerity as
nattonal  economic
policy, with the exesp-
tion of three brief spurts
of short-lived growth in
between. And even
those were fuelled by
external, debi-creating
inflows,

We could take this
story further back per-
haps. But the year 2000
forms & good cut-off
point becamse it also saw
the implementation of 4
tongn IMF Stand-by Ar-
rangement, the sams as
the oive today, following
menths of a troubled

programune. The oul-
lines of that progromme,
as well as each one that
followed, were the same.
Sothe wheel has turned
full eircle from that point
— a short and tough
stund-by, followed by a
lomger and more sus-
tained Extended Fund
Facility, and today. we
stand i the same mo-
meni we were in the sun-
merof 2001

A guarier of & cen-
tury of hack-to-back
IMF programunss and
their attendant ansterity
measures have lefl the
couniry deeply scamed.
Twenty-five budgets
have come and gone
berween then and now:
et like then., the wei
of our external debt.
narrowness and risdiby
of the state’s revenue
base. its aitling and di-
lapidated power system.
burgeoning population
of barely literate and
poorly nourished
voutly, and detericrating

People vs the system

social indicators hiave all
takena toll,

Today. ¢COnOmic
policy in Pakistan cou-
sists of scrambling to
meet IMF 1argets (o pass
the next review. All else
i fluff. The only thing
that matters in the bud-
get is things like the tar-
gets on the primary defi-
cit, revennes, size of the
PSDF, the exremnal finane-
ingassumption in the re-
somce envelope and per-
haps a glance through the
varions ifems from whene
the expendinire restraint
will be oltained. There is
ol now., por has tlere
been in the past 25 years.
any budgel that sovnghi
to radically change any-
thing.

Today, ccomomic
policy m Palistan con-
sisis of scrambling to
meet IMF targets to pass
the next reviow, All elee
15 fimff.

The results are there
to see i the Economic
Survey released earlier

thiis week, Take 2 quick
elariee &t the social md|-
cators. Here ts what yoo
will find,

In the 1980s, there
were 1.084 people per
primary school in Paki-
stai. Today, that figure
has risen to 1,500, Like-
wise for secondary
schools. There were
14,161 per mmddle
school m the 1980s, bu
by now, that figure has
crossed 50,000, And the
pictire is even more dis-
inal for hagl schools, In
the 19805, there were
17.833 le per lugh
schoo] m 19%%5. bt
this figore has rsen to
68413,

This is ane example.
and 2 erude measure be-
cause it is locking at just
the oumber of schools
per populstion. For a
fuller pa e wonld
obviously have to look
at the muumber of primary
schools available for the
mumber of primary
school-going age chil-

dreme and then look at
how these are distrib-
uted scross the country
to measure access, and
then assess quality of
education being ime
arted. Mone of those
es are available in
the Ecomomic Snrvey
sadly.

Bt for now, & crde
picturs will do because
the larger polnt remains
the sane. [he tmmber of
children that need tobe
served with a primary
and szcondary educs-
tionm has risen, bt the
ability of the country's
educational sysiem (o
serve this need has
fallen

Half a cenhmry later.,
the eountry is not ounly
struggling to carry its
debit burden and raise the
resources required to

for its eovernment,
it is also sirugghing 1o
edincate ifs next genera-
tion and equip them with
the most basic skills re-
quired (o be productive

¢l tizens of s modernising
country,

The situsiion is no
different in the health
sector. In the 1680s. for
example, there were
147.926 peaple per hos-
pital in the courtry. By sel
2123, that fignee had risen
to 1EE.000,

Now consdder this
These figures should be
moving in the opposite
direction. We shonld be
talking about the rate of
improvement not being
good enough in the so-
cial indicators. Instead.
we are seeing them dete-
riovalz, year afler vear,
decade after decade.

This endless cycle
of ansterity followed by
credif-induced boowm fiol-
lowed by austerity has
lett a termblz le . The
worst thing it done
15 to pit the people
against the system. Ev-
ery time the system
booms, the rich rzap the
benefits. Every time it
busts. and sustenity s=is

i, the people me wads
0 benar the costs. This

budgel s po different.
MNeither i3 the track
record of stabilisation
that the government is
I:rus mnp'aruintmg it-

over, It is just ome
more repetition of this
cycle,

The system con-
sists of the alliapce of
state and eapital upon
which our larger social
order rests. IL inderpins
stability and provides
the livelilioods that sus-
tain everyong here. Bt
it 15 predatory in nalure,
curbs rionities out-
side of a small elite
gronp, aud survives by
appropriating the in-
comes thal ﬁuy]n to
bave flowed to the poor.

The whole system
iz apimarad bya massive
funnelline ot wealth from
the poor to the rich. This
fow continues doring
periods of boom as well
as austerity, And the
laxation svstem is de-

sizmed w facilitate s
flow, while much of the
property dghts regime o
the country is designed
fo facilitate the
priation of “uiihm
the and funnel 1t to
the sich,

We are now in the
third or fourth such cycle
since the year 2000.Iris
hard to be precise be-
ciuze the period is pune-
hiated hy three episodes
of artificial, credit-in-
duced growth spurts,
whose 2nd resulled in a
sudden shock to the
system, the costs of
whicl Gl aluwest enlirely
on the poor.

The finance minis-
ter spoke of difficulr de-
cisions that need o be
made to rectify the defi-
cits plagming the system.
For the real difficul: de-
cisions, talk fo the poor
and the lower middle
classes and find out how
they bave coped with the
record-high inflatiom of
the past three years.
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Over 400 Pakistani youth obtain technical
training under CPEC

ISLAMABAD (INP). In
connection with China's
endeavors {0 goom ine
digenous community
with job-oriented train-
ing progroms onder
CPEC, more than 400 lo-
cal students have re-
ceved modern traning
in Huaneng Pakisten
Yocational & Tachnieal
College in Sahiwal.
Purijab,

Huaneng Pakistan
Vocational & Technical
College 15 operated by
Husuenez Shaudong
Buyi (Pakistan) Energy
(Private) Limited
(HSRE}, the owner of
Sahiwal Power Plant.

The one-month-
long vocational traimine.
ended on June 1,
equipped local youth

with practical enmploy-

wrent skilld in areas such
as compiiter applications,
electrical lev;]mplpmu:hllh.
and welding, Another
stunning featnre of the
programis that all enrolied
students receive hands-
on profesdonal buining
frec of cost. This 18 a
blessing for the cash-
sira and dowmnirod-
Liﬁl.q;'{:.%mh of the soci-
ery. Gao Guangxin, Direc-
tor, Operation Depart-
ment, Huaneng
Shandong Ruyl (Paki-
stan) Energy ( Private)
Limited (HSRE), told
Gwadar Pro that provid-
irig traiming to loeal youth
will help realize localiza-
tion management. He ex-
pressed lus prde i wit-
pessing Sahiwal Power
Plant’s journey from in-
ception to becoming a

Dagship project under
CPELC. In Anpgust 2019,
the Hunneng Pakisian
Vocational & Technical
Collegewas establishad
on site fo provide free
vocalional techmical
training 1o local youth,
It 15 officially regisz-
tered with Technical
Education & Vocational
Training Authority of
Pakistan, Four training
courses, inchuding com-
pliter; secratarial, 2lect-
cian, and welding. are
being taughl o
Through a combi-
pation of theorelical
teaching and on-site
ﬂm:thu- the training
1 improved the par-
ticipants' employment-
related skills, whech has
been hughly recosmzed
by the rainees,

JEHLUM: Federal Iuierior Minisier Molsin Nagyi offering prayver afier thie fuoeral of ibe martyves off
Anti-Nareoties Foree (ANF).

Aloug with training
me, upward trajec-
F:lﬁm‘ thclpp:ofcasiﬁllual
grooming of Pakistan’s
YOuURg peneratlion cames
ta the fore when two Pa-
kastam engineers; Fahad
Abmed and Sohail
Abbas, from the
2x660MW  Saliwal
Power Plant i
Qeaclirabad, won prizes in
the “Huaneng Craftsiman
Cup 2024" event held in
China. The compatition,
organized by Huaneng
Group Co. Lid, featured
miore than 80 participants
from different parts of the
world. This achievement
underscores the techni-
cil abilities of Pakistani
enzinesrs and strength-
ens the bonds of friend-
ship and cooperation
between the two nations.

Record 120 million people forcibly displaced
slobally: UNITED NATIONS (UN)

UNITED NATIONS
(INP): A staggering to-
tal of 120 million
are living forcibly dis-
placed by war, violence
and persecution, the
UN said Thursday,
branding the ever-in-
creasing rumber o "ter-
nble mdictment on the
sinte of the world".

The Umted Na-
tions' refigee agency
UNHCR said forced dis-
placement glotsally had
once again smashed
records, wilh conflicts in
places like Gaza, Sudan
and Myanmar forcing
even more people to flee
their homes.

The global dis-

laced ulation is

Eﬂw mlﬂ?flcnt to that
of Japan, it pointed out
1n a statement.

"Coniflict remnains a

very, very hig driver of

mass displacernent,” TN
refungee chief Filippo

Grandi lold reporters.

Af the end of last
year, 117, 3 million people
were displaced. UNHCR
said m a report

And by the end of
April, the number had
swelled further, with an
gatimated 120 mullion
people around (ke world
living in displncement

he number is up
from 110 mullion & year
ago, and has been rising
for 12 couseculive years
— nearly tripling since
2012 wnoud a cowbination
of new and mutsting cri-
ses and a failure to re-
solve longz-standing
nes. LUNTTICR said,

Grandi told media he
had been shockeil at the
high displacement figare
when he took the job
eighf years ago.

Simce then it has
"miorz than doubizd”. he
gaid, describmg this as "n
terrible indictment on the

stale of the world”
Grandi pcnml:d ton
palpable inoease in en-
ses. and also high-
lighted how chimate
change is impacting
population movement
and driving conflicts.
UNHCR Inst year
declared 43 mmergencies
across 20 counfries —
more than fonr times
wlhial was comamon just
a few years ago, he told
[eporiers
Inparticular, Grandi
noted "lhe way condlicts
are conidueted ... in com-
plete disregard" of tnter-
national law, and "often
with the specific pur-
pose of terrorising
le". "This of course
EE}LTPUW_ELII contiibu-
tor to more displnce-
ment " Grandi acknowd-
edged there currenily
seemed tobe little hope
of bucking the trend.
"Linless there 15 a

shifl m infetnational pec-
politics; unforhmarely, T
actually see the Hgure
continning to go up." be
sand

Ofthe 117.3 million
displaced at the end of
2013, 68.3 million people
were infemninlty displaced
within their ovwn country,
Thursday's report
showei. The mumber of
refugess and others in
nead of intematiomal pro-
tection meanwhile
elimbad to 434 million, it
said. UNHCE countered
the perception that all
refugees and other mi-
grants go to wealthy
coumnftrics. "The vast ma-
jority of refupees are
hosted in coumlries
peighbounng their own,
with 75 pereent residing
m low- and middle-in-
come countries that to-
gether prodnce less than
20percent of the world's
meome,” it sad

Common man, business community not satisfied
with budget: Shahid Rasheed

ISLAMABATD, June 13
(INP}: Former president
of the Islamabad Chann-
ber of Commerce anc
Industry (ICCT), Dr.
Shahid Rasheed Bumn
has termzd the overall
budget as disappointing
saying that it lasn't ful-

filled the expectations of

comunon man and busi-
265 COMMILlY,

In A statemeant is-
stied liere on Thursday.
he said that there were
nothing in (he buadget
2024-25 to improve the
coonomy and many um-
portani reforms had
been ignored.

Shahid Rasheed
Butt further sinted that
getting tough on noa-
filers will affeet the
economy while elimingt-
g tax exemptions o

industries in FATA will
save fifty billon mipess

He said that in the
crerent sttnation, A 1.6
percent orowth rate md &
38% increase in revenue
seems impossible.

The business leader
was of the view that the
buadgest will not be able to
cure the ecomomic prob-
lems and the country will
continue o be run on
dielol.

The budgzet has done
nothing (o control mmfla-
Hon. revive investnel, or
bring the underground
economy info the main-
stream. he ohserved.

Shahid Raslead Buit
said thot exports have not
been encouraped mnich,
to the dismay of export-
ers.

Howsver, rémoving

Danor Day at PTVIS Hospital.

tex concessions for the
srstwhile FATA and
PATA mdusiries is a
pﬁmh'ﬁ: step n redue-
ng litig

Hundreds of facto-
ties in the rest of the
country will start run-
ning. and the revenue
will increase by at least
fifty billion mapees, bt
exemplions (0 the une
of 3.9 trillion mpees are
2l imtact

The 2.25 percent
advance lax on whole-
salers and retailers will
only affect repistered
manufaciurers and will
increase the prices the
public will bear. Regis-
tered businesses will
find it difficult to com-
pete with those selling
smgzled and nnregis-
tered products,

The former 1CCI
president said that the
salaries of federal eme-
ployees have been in-
creased, which was a
good step. :

The wages of pro-
vincial samployees will
also increass, and it will
nupact e privale secton,
bt it will also inerease
inflation and business
CoEls,

Shahid Rasheed
said that no sugzestion
has been made in the
budeet Lo stop intelli-
gent people from lemang
e country, and no wl-
tempt has been made to
merease mvestment.

This time, too, the
budget has tried to pive
all possible facilitias to
the elite while farther
sgueezing the public.

ISLANMABAD: Zamurad Khan (Hila-i-bntalz) addressing the audience on the occasion of Blood

IS AMABAD: Federal Insnrance Ombndsman. !\.1r. Mumiaz Al Shah. called on President Asif Al
Zardark st Aiwan ¢ Sadre

Russian nuclear submarine, navy frigate
arrive in US and Cuba

HAVANA(INP): ARus-
sian navy frigate and a
nuclear-powerad sub-
marme cimmed mio Ha-
vana harbour, a siopover
the US and Cuba said
posed po threat, bul
which was widely seen
as a Bossian show of
foree as tensions riss
over thie Ukraine war,

Curious onlookers,
fishermen and polies
lined the Malecon sea-
front houlevard nnder
orey skies to welcoms
the ships as they passed
the 40i-year-old Morro
castle at the harbour’s
crfrance:

Cuba a long-time
ally of Russia sahited the
ships® arrival with can-
non fire from the
harbour, while Enssian
diplemats waved small
Russian flags and took
selfies as the vessels
passed the harbour's
historic fortresses.

The Admiral
Corshkov Figate, and

later the nuclear-pow-
ered submarine Kazan,
half submerged with {is
crew on deck, were ae-
companizd by a tugboat
and fisel ship that had ar-
rived earli=r in the 1mism-
ing

The four Russian
vessels sailed 1o Cuba on
Wednesday after con-
ducting “high-precision
missile weapons™ train-
inng in the Allanlic Ocesin,
Russia’s defence minis-
try said on Wednesday:
The submarine and frig-
ate carry Zircon hyper-
sonic missiles, Ealibr
crmse nussiles and Omyx
anti-ship missiles, the
ministry said

Cuba said lastwesk
that the visit was sian-
dard prachice by maval
vessels from countries
friendly ro Havana, The
communist-run
governmen!'s foreign
mimstry said the fleet car-
ried nonuclear weapons,
something echoed by

1S officials.

I'he LS has been
momdtoring the Bussian
vessels as they skmied
e nearby Florida cosst.
but has said they pose
uo threat. While House
national security adviser
Takee Sullivan told report-
ers om Wednesday such
naval exercises were
routine,

“We have seen this
kind of thinge befoe and
Wwe expect to see this
kind of thinz acam . and
I'm not going to read
into it any particular
motives.” Sullivan said.
He added that there was
no evidence of Bussia
transfemin missiles
to Cuaba, %JT!;FIIIE s
would remain vigilant.
“We do not ex A=
thing like that to ceeur.”

Havana 15 just 100
miles from Key West,
Florida, home to a US
Waval Air Station. The
fiming of the visit —as
the Biden administra=

tion ponders how far to
o in helping defend
Ukraine against Ruscia
— Suggasts more than
“standurd practice,” said
William Leogrande, a
professor al American
University.

“The visiting Rus-
sian warships are Putin's
way of reminding Biden
that Moscow can chal-
lenge Whshington in its
own sphere of influ-
ence,” Lengrande said

The stopover coin-
cides with Cuba’s worst
social and economic cri-
sis in decades, with
shortages of eve
from food, m:dn:i?:-r:h mﬂﬁ
fcl and prowing discon-
tent on the streets

“This [...] has ech-
oes of the Cold War, but
triiike the firer Cold War,
the Cubans are drawn o
Moscow nol by ideo-
logical affinity but by
economic necessity,™
L eagrande said

Hezbollah fires most rockets yet in war
after Israel kills a top commander

GAZA (INF). Hedbollali
fired the most rockets it
Luzs Jaunclied at Bsrsel in
asinple day since cross-
border hostilities broke
out eight months ago,
as part of its retalin-
lion on Wednesday for
on Israeli strike which
kalled a senioe Hazhollah
field commander:
Hezbollah and Is-
ragl have been trading

fire sinice ihe eruplion of
the Gaza war in October,
i steadily iutensifying
hestilities that hove fu-
elled eomeern of a bigger
confrontation between
the heavily armed adver-

the south Lebanon wil-
lage of Jouaivya late on
Tnesday killed three
Hezbollah fighters aloug-

Latd LY THE KEM fi_{[ IL-_ 'Jj‘“nﬂ' ﬁ’r]li'b!

side the senior Held can-
mander Taleb Abdallah,
also konown as Abu
Taleb, Israel and three
security sources in
Tebanon said.

He was the most sc-
mior Hezbollah com-
mander killed during
eight months of hostili-
ties, one of the sources
sand

The ksraeli military

confinmed that i had

killed him as well a5
the three other
Hezbollah fghiers in a
strike on a comimand and
confrol centrs,

The sources in
Lebanon said he was
Hezbollah's commander
tor the central region of
the sonthern border
strip. Hezbollah sard it
carmed oot al least 17,
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ISLAMABAL: Former Senator Viushatibd Hussain Saved, Vianaging Director Pakistan Sweel Homes
Lamurrad Khan, Ambassador of the Philippines Maria Agnes Cervantes, Heads of Missions of the
aSE AN countries culting cake (o celebrate the ‘\uuuuul Da v of the Philippines at local hotel
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TTP’s Attempt to Establish Centers in
Balochistan Foiled: (CTD)

Manan Mandolkhail;

QUET TA: Law enforceiment
agencies and the Counter Terror-
1sm Department (CTD) of
Balochistan have successfully
thwarted an attempt by the
banmed lerrorist organization
Telmk=-1-Taliban Pakistan (TTF) to
establish ifs centers in
Balochistan, the CTD Spokasman
said on Thursday

Recen! intelligence revealed
that the most dangerons and
wanted terrorist commander, a
Shura member. had reached
Balochisizn wilh the aimn of sel-
ting up a terrorist network, he in-
formed.

Further investigation ex-

ed a complex network involv-

i both local and foreign terror-

ists. Acting on this critical infor-
mation, the CTD and law enforce-

ment agencies have lannched a

cotnprehensive operalion against

the network. This o 15 5=

pected to lead to the amest of key

lerrorists and the detention uf:.:x-
el facilitntors, he revealed.

All the gathered infomation
has bieen thoroughly verified, and
addilional intelligence continmes
to be obigined. Officials are con-
Gdent that, the nmin termorists of
the group will scon be appre-
hended and brought to justice

Due (o the ongoing opera-

tion. terronists’ plans have been
significantly dismpted, prevent-
my them fom achieving their ma-
Ticious objectives. The lnw en-

forcement 1 ies are emplo

ing their ﬁﬂi’;ﬂr:[emmmhsm aud}m
expertise to ensure the success
of this 1rission and mainiam peace
and secunfy in the provinee, he

saiel.

Police Constable Marty

QUETTA: In a tragic inci-
dent, a police couslable was
martyred in & ﬁnuju incident
Quetta’s Nawan Killi arca. Accord-
ing to police sources. the assail-
anfs opened fire on fhe constable
and managed (o escape the scene,
The vichini identified as Zia ur
Rehman, succumbed to his inju-
fies.

The incident has prompted
an immediate investipation by the
police. Zia ur Rehnm was rushed

to a nearby hospital, where medi-
cal staff confirmed his passing,

Stall Reporter:

red In Quetta Attack

Law enforcement agencies
hizve launched a manlnonl (o cap-
ture he eulprits responsible for
this heinous act,

The palice are appealing to
thee pulilic for amy inforsation hat
might assist in apprehending the
attackers.

The martvrdom of Censtable
Zia ur Relman has sparked out-
rage and zrief within the conmmu-
nity and the police force. Authori-
ties are detenmined to bring the
perpetrators to justice and ensire
the safety and sscurity of the area.

Major Drug Bust in Dalbandin: SP
Chagai Vows to Eradicate Drug Dens

Riaz Baloch:

CHAGHI: As a part of the
coptinued crackdown againsi
drmg-related crime, fhe & rin-
tendent of Police (SP) Chagai,
Hussain Ahmed Lehri, alongzide
SHO Dalbandin Abdul Sattar
Muhamimad Hosnd and othey offi-
cials, annoamced the snccessful
raid of notorious drug dens in
Dalbandin city. Addressing a
press conference, the officials re-
vealed that a substantial amount
of dmizs and weapons wers seized
during the operation. Two Key
dmg dealers, Magsond and Ali

managed lo escape bul
are expected 10 be apprehended
sooiL Al Almed. who is serving
a 25-year prison seémtence, is
known for mnning a prominent
drig den in the area.

Additionally, & raid was con-
ducted al the base of a female
drug dealer nomed Hijanl in Faisal
Colony, leading to her arrest. SP
Chagsi emphasized tlial (hese -
divichials are a hlight on the oom-
ity of Dalba and will e
stringent action withour excep-
tion. He stated, “The administra-

= L e
tion does not care about the pro-
tection or status of these dmg
dealers because they have no re-
spect in saciety. They stayin their
homes, self-intoxicate, and lead
our youth into addiction.”

The officials urged the pob-
lic and medin to collaborate with
Imw enforcement to identify and
targel those who use houses in
densely populated areas for ille-
gal drug activities. SP Cliagai reit-
erated,

“There will be no compromise

on drug peddiers and sireet crime,
Together with the people of the
aren, we will suppress these
The successful raid and con-
tinned efforts to dismantle drmg
networks reflect the
administration’s commitment io
restoring safety and order in
Dallandin. The law enlorcement
agencies are determined to bring
all perpetrators fo justice and safe-
guard the foture of the
community’s youth

SECP issues ESG Disclosure Guidelines,
strengthens Code of Corporate Governance

ISLAMABAD(INP): The
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission of Pakistan (SECP)
has taken a major siride to-
wards promoting responsible
business practices and environ-
mental stewardship with the
issuance of Environmental,
Social, and Governance (ESG)
Voluntary Disclosure Guide-
lines for listed companies
Furthennore, amendiments

i Listed Compames (Code of

Corporate Governance) Regu-
lations, 2019 (Corporate Gov-
ernance Regulations) have
been made to strengthen over-
sight responsibilities of the
board regarding sustamnability
priorifies.

The issuance of ESG
Guidelnes marks the achieve-
ment of a key milestone under
the SECP"s ESG regnlatory
roadinap 1ssued in 2022. These
Gudelnes, voluntary in nature
and in alignment with globally
recognized mﬁmluﬂhﬂsw re-
porting frameworks prov ube

baseline gpmdance to listed
companies. Other companiss
are also encouraged to adopt
the Guidelines. It has been en-
sured that the Gudelines en-
courage transparcnt disclo-
sures imder the . § and G pil-
lars such as envirommental -
pact, social responsibility prac-
tices and effective corporate
governance stroctres. Com-
panies are also provided the
autcoomy to disclose ther ESG
performance through a sepa-
ate sustainability report, inte-
grate the ESG information into
their exishing amnml repor, or
publizh 1t directly on their
website.

Additionally, in order to
ensure a safe and respectiil
work envuomnent, the SECP
has introduced significant
amendments in the Corporate
Governance Regulations re-
quiring listed companies to de-
velop comprehensive anti-ha-
rassment policies and ensuring
compliance with relevant Gov-

ernment legslation of Protec-
tion Against Harassment of
Women at the Workplace Act,
2010. Further, the boards of
histed companies have been
made accoumntable for setting
sustamability priocities for com-
pantes, by proposing fonnation
of sustainability committes and
alignment with the SECP's
ESG Disclosure Gridelines

The SECP actively pur-
sued a consullative approach
for finalizing the ESG Guide-
Imes and amendments in Cor-
porate Governance Regula-
tons o incorporate feedback
of all key stakeholders.

The ESG Disclosure
Guidalines and amendments in
Code of Corporate Gover-
nance are now avallable on the
SECP website at hrtps://
www.secp gov.pk/document/
secp-esg-disclosure-guide-
Imes-for-histed-companies.

The Natification to amend-
ments in the Code of €
rate Govemance is available.

r

'r“&
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ISLAMABAD: !u[r Mohamed Yaloya the Unlied Nations Resident newly designated Coordinator in
Pakistan paidl a courtesy called on Federal Minister for Planning Development & Special Initiatives
Professor Ahsan Igbal in bis office.

- 1

1‘1I A 'ﬂ -i..l:l;!;l]+ FI'II'M \Illlhlﬂ‘ “ilrﬂllm? ‘-mm mrﬂ l’rﬁlﬂﬂlt af Jamiat Ulermna-e-Isiam (F), MVianlana
Fazal Ur Relunan at his residence, INP

Fiscal year 2024-25 budget adjusts income
tax rates: salaried class faces changes

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
b for the fiscal year 2024-
25 has wtroduced sigiificant
adjustments to income tax
rates, affectng varous brack-
ets of the salaried clrss.

Under the new budget, in-
dividuals earming a monthly in-
come of Rs 50,000 or less have
been exempted from income
tax, providing relief to lower-
MICOINE earLers.

For those earming between
Rs GO0.000 and Rs 1.2 nullion
annually, the mcome tax rate
has been reduced 10 5%. Simi-
larly, the tax on monrhly in-
comes up to Bs

100,000 kas also been sat
at 5%, with the monthly tax

increased from Rs 1.250 to Rs
2,500,

Individuals earming be-
tweenn Ks 1.2 nullion and Rs
2.2 million ammally will now
fice n 15% income tax rate
This translates to a tax rate of
15% for those carning Rs
183.344 per month,

up from Rs 11,667 to Hs
15,000 per manth

Those with annual in-
comes rannmg from Rs 2.2
mullion to K= 3.2 milhon will be
taxed at a rate of 25%. For
example, individuals eaming Rs
267,667 permonth

will now pay 25% tax. m-
creased from Rs 28,770 to Bs
35834 per month.

The highest tax bracket,
3E1ﬁ11g a 30% rate, affects
incividuals caming between Rs
3.2 million and Rs 4.1 million
anmmally,

This translates to a
monthly tax of Rs 53,333 for
those camuing up toRs 341.667
per month, increased from Rs
47,408, Furthermore, a 35%
tax rate will be apphed o an-
nual salaries

exceeding Rs 4.1 willion
These changes reflect the
government's cfforts to
streamline income tax struc-
fures while ensuring equitable
contribubions from different in-
come groups towards national
development.

Next budget revolves around five key
principles: Aurangzeb

ISLAMABAD (INP): Fi-
nance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb has stated that bud-
gel for the next fiscal year re-
volves around five principles,
inclndmg

widening tax base and
digitizing economy

Addressing the post bud-
get news conference
I1slamabad on Thursday, he
said implementing a progres-
sive income tnx regime, elimi-
pating non-filers, and

protecting low-income
groups are other points empha-
sized in the budget.

The Finance Minister said
below ten percent tax o GDP
ratio 1s not sustainable. He cm-
phasized enhancing it 1o thir-
feen percent in the naxt thres
years.

Muhammad Aurangzeb
announced that tax on retail-
ers and wholesalers will be
applicable from the st of July

He said the Federal Board of

Revenue has so fw
registered thirty one thou-
sand retnilers and the process
of registration will continne.
Muhamuad Aurangzeb
said end to end digitization

FBR is sumed at nunimizing
human intervention and im-
proving wansparency amd cli-
enl service.

He said nobody should
have any objection on progres-
sive income tax as the afflu-
ent class needs to pay more
laxes.

The Fmance Mimster said
that tax has been enhanced on
business transactions of the
non-filers. He said this is the
lirst step towards downg away
with non-filers in the country.

Replying to a question, the
Finance Minister said record
allocations have been made for
the IT sector to acihiate IT
exports and vouth in thewr
startups.

Regarding the Small and
Mediwm Enterprises, he said
banks are back to {inance
SME's, [T and agniculture sec-
tors.

Answering another ques-
tion, Mulammad Aurangzeb
said 81 percent of Public Sec-
tor Development Progranumes
spending has been reserved
for ongoing projects, while rest
of the amount will go lor new
projects.

The Finance Mimister said
all the stakeholders inchuding
the allied parties are being
laken on board on the
privatization process. He said
transactions regarding the
privatization of PIA and
outsonreing of Tstamabad Air-
port will be completed by Ag-
gust. He said this will follow
the ontsourcing of Lahare and
Karachi airports.

Regarding relicf measures,
Mimster of State for Finance
All Pervaiz Malik said sigmfi-
cant allocations have been
made in this respect inder the
Benazir Income Support
Programue. Sumlarly, the lag-
est chunk of subsidies will go
for power sector to facilitate
glectricity consumers, includ-
ing the protected customers
using up 1o 200 wnits.

The Mimster of State fur-
ther said addibional amounnt has
been reserved for the Urility
Stores Cotporation (o provide
essential kitchen items to the
deserving peopls at snbsidized
rates The Minister of State
said there is no tax on the em-
ployees earmng up to fifty
thousand rupees.

Ali Pepvaiz Malile

L |
-

POST BUDGET PRESS BRIEFING

N
ISLAMABAD: “Finance Minister Senator Mubamamad Avrangeeb addressed the media persons at
the Post Budger 2024-25 Press Conference along with Minister of Stare for Finance & Revenue M

Speakers discuss Gender-based violence,
legislation in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Jume 13 (INF): The
speakers on Thursday said (hal
the level of discimination and
marginalisation prevalent in the
sociely was more owiug (o the
adverse impact of culture, anid the
medieval mores of patriarchy that
spike np gender-based violence
in the contexts of sexual, psycho-
logical and physieal realms with
no legislation and good gover-
mance that can confrol it.

A Roundiable Confersnce on
“Gender-Based Violence and it
Legislation in Pakistan,™ was con-
ducted by Ilamabad Polic Re-
scarch Institute {IPRT) in C
ration with Chief Comniis mm
Office Islamabad, on Wednesday.
and was parficipated by Addi-
tional Conmizsioner and Director

Waomen Development Blamabacl
Adwministration, Nishaa Islitiak;
Valeria Khan of ASF . DIG Cpera-
tions Islamabad Syed Mustafa
Tanveer; Mabeeld Malick. chair-
E&Em INGAD: and Hafiz Alisan

khar, lawyer, a news release
said, President PRI Dr Ambassa-
dor Raza Muhammad opened the
debate by highlighting the impor-
tance that islam has [aid on gen-
der equality, and the values that
Huoly Prophet Mubmmd (PBUH)
preached in rerms of women em-
powetmenl.

It was underscored that
there arca plethora of laws to deal
with any of the eventualities in
terms of violence in the gender
Prtrnm.lty but either they lack
implementation mechanisms or

the will of the concemed adminds-
lralioms.

Tt was poinfed out that laws
are free from gender
contextualisation. and anyone ei-
ther it is A woman or a man can be
a victim of abuse and wiolence,
and the law 1s equally applicable,

lhe romndtable delegates
ameesd that violence exisis in our
society, and cannof be denied un-
der any assumplions.

The scale of donestic vio-
lence, it was noted, is mostly un-
der reporied, and women al s
shy away from standing out to be
recognised fearing reprisal. This
phencmenon can only be checked
by educating the society and cre-
ating more awareness in strata
perocs the board.
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BALOCHISTAN IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT

F'rnject
Benefits

(primarily aimed

at achieving
conservation
of flood water

resources)

*The direct benefit of this
project is {o tap 53,000
Acre-Ft of flood water, which
was otherwise wasted.

* Provide irrigation water to
12,500 acres of arid land

for improved agricultural
development through

Irrigation Minister, Mir Sadiq Umrani Secretary Irrigation, Hafiz Abdul Majid |EEEeTEEREREE

: — - . irrigation,
Building dams in Balochistan is a top priority for ~ The initiative lo build dams in Balochistan is a « Other ancillary benefits
our government to address the critical issue of monumental step towards securing our water include flood mitigation

watar scarcit}r‘ These dams will playr a crucial role resources and El"lhElHCng the QUB”[‘E’ of life for

—— ) T Bl in managing the water table, ensuring that our our citizens. These dams will effectively check
Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti agriculture sector thrives even in dry seasons. By the water table, providing a reliable water source

capluring and storing rainwater, we can reduce throughout the year. By preventing the wastage ~ command, groundwater

provision of drinking water
for the population in the

Our government is fully committed to wadstatie and ;jnsnﬁ its optimal use for irr::?:t';on EL ;ﬂs‘l n::gﬁré ::gcr?cr:} ES?EH;?-I Lt ?a?:ﬂf:slﬁ :?;t;gfl :‘;S;i"cs;;:-‘-heriﬂfﬂ
constructing dams across Balochistan to i[;m? G:;Q:mﬁ;m; ;fg?ﬁ,f{?;;ﬂﬂfﬁheu This praject will stimulate socio-economic creation of recreation facllity,
reQu{E,ite the water table and RHsUeA.. , livelihoods of our people and driving socio- growth, crealing opportunities and improving the  socio-economic uplift and
sustainable water supply. These initiatives will economic development. Our commitment to this  standard of living for many. Our focus remains poverty rediiction in the
significantly improve the socio-economic cause is unwavering, and we are dedicated to steadfast on delivering these benefits to the area,

conditions of our peaple, fostering growth and | seeing it through. people “f'E_Elﬂgh'Sfm”f ensuring a brighter and « Drinking water supply for
development in our region. By harmessing and i dve it Kharan City has been
storing rainwater, we can prevent its wastage _ T . - . . estimated @ 20 gallon

and utilize it for agricultural and domestic SR aiDen : ' i b Retsete - o /capita per day through a

e P e v s vl

pipe network. This amounts
1o annual drinking water
supply of 1,738 million
gallons 1o local population &
Knaran Town for a total
projected population of
216,437 persons.

* The provision of drinking
water supply shall
complement as an additional
reliable source of fresh water
to the existing drinking water
wells tapping the already
receding ground water table.
* The fish production is
estimated to be 26 tonnes
PEr YEAr ON AN average,

purposes. The construction of these dams will
create jobs and boost local economies,
providing much-needed relief to our rural
communities. Together, we can transform
Balochistan into a region of prosperity and
stability.

foxt
E ver up o W-6-107
[

| Relpase 2005 14

q
Tuu.lf.l diture up io Gace

;f;m*'m HARNESSING RAINWATER:
BALOCHISYAN'S PATH TO

| bam M
@ i
; i La

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

* Direct employment during

bl hend i L idd present stage is around 450
Ueigm Mscharge Ja3) W ml e or 109515 Canet persans, whereas thE
= ol indirect employment is
Deugrod Dachirga 3 Sl ploy !
st Satan 34K K expected to boost at around
ot Nl 1ARN] Acres | 8,950 persons.
mw:‘nf;mﬂmmrwmm ::'imwnmmmrwawmw_nm « GROUND WATER WITHIN
ET Purdtion L]
To= Lie Ty THE KHARAN CITY AND
| After the completan of this projec the seber tahibe will jncremse and thome |5 2 prossion of QTS A0 waier | FEH I FHEHI‘r
Ao drinkong b Tuchis cby and sumoendiegs sreas, by thin the imenslty of Bockeg will be medece. Mo by thi
erject tha |e-nl Wirani dem mil 0 ingroes because Gahbae dam i beng consnctad on tha upper side of i i
the mzersd dios aed the irital ow of oo water having masimem ailt fint wil entes & Gahigr cam : s not -E..Ui':lllﬂhrE dl.IE to thE
v iafber e will Buw {0 =4 nini daim wibh msivnies il by 560 1ive B of miars daim wit s s sibe geological formation of the

area, comprising clayey
deposits, except some

B O _' a2 '! il B F |"'
DAMS FOR PROSPERITY
places, where salinity of the
water is too high to be fit for

TRANSFORMING BALOCHIS :
drinking. The overall guality

RE NI - I i —— of the avallable ground

water [s marginal,

* Qveruse of proundwaler

SEBURIHE WMEH, B’DDSTING I.WES resources for agriculture and

drinking purpose have led to
THE ImPACT OF NEW DAMS IN BALOCHISTAN the depletion of the local
aguifers. As a result, the
water table has lowered,
average of 80ft in a half
decade period from 120ft to
2008,
* The Ground water within
the Kharan town is not
suitable for drinking
purpose, and Is conveyed
from 3 ta 5 km, similar
situation exists in the villages
of Kharan,
+ The number of active
tubewells of PHE
Department, pumping out
water from surrounding of
Kharan are 38, along with a
number of community and
private tube wells supplying
potable water to the
beneficiaries of the area.
* fAwerage annual OBM and
Electricity Budget of Kharan
is mare than Rs. 100 Million,
= Almost 3500 to 4000 tube
wells have been dug to draw
water for both agn::uiture

- L '.-v_
it Jli C

1114

iRlawem I |
WATER FuTU
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COMMUNICATION & WORKS DEPARTMENT = 1)

GOVERNMENT OF BALOCHISTAN
COMMUNICATION, WORKS, PHYSICAL PLANNING
& HOUSING DEPARTMENT

DEPARTMENTAL BRIEFING

Secretary C&W Balochistan, Lal Jan Jaffar

Our mission to construct new roads throughout Balochistan is
a crucial step towards connecting our diverse regions and
promoting socic-economic development. These roads will
bridge the gap between urban centers and remote areas,
ensuring that all citizens have access to essential services
and opportunities. By enhancing transportation infrastructure,
we aim 1o reduce travel times, lower costs, and improve
— T B T e T UM L safety for all commuters. This project will also encourage
f ] "ﬁ J I r Sarfraz Buoti economic activities, from agriculture to commerce, fostering a
= thriving and inclusive economy. We are fully commitied lo
realizing this vision, ensuring a weli-connected and

.““

= <

Our government is dedicated to

BONNEBTING BA[DCHISTAN: constructing new roads that will

link all the far-flung areas of
Balochistan, fostering greater
ROADS PAVING THE WAY TO PROGRESS comectivity and accessibily.
This ambitious infrastructure
project is key to improving the

socio-economic development of
EMPOWERING CONNECTIVITY, BUILDING FUTURES  bepimlinmivnisingloi

e e e e access to markets, education,
roads in Balochistan is a tar'nd PT_althcarS. tEy rEdr't'Jﬁl.ng
testament to our commitment| T2Ve 1me1 an _rranspﬂ a m,"
to enhance connectivity and | €0Sts, we will facilitate economic
improve the quality of life for | @ctivities and boost local
our pguple_ E.':,.I |ir|king remaote businesses. The new roads will
areas with major cities, we also promote lourism,

are opening up new showcasing the natural beauty
opportunities for trade, and cultural heritage of
education, and healthcare. | Balochistan. Qur commitment is
These roads will not only to ensure that no region is left

BRIDGING DISTANCES:
brighter, more connected future.| TRANSFORMING LIVES WiTH NEw RoADS IN BALOCHISTAN

reduce isolation but also
stimulate economic growth,
creating jobs and boosting
local economies. Improved
infrastructure will attract
investment and facilitale the
efficient movement of goods
and services. We are
dedicated to building a robust|
transportation network that |

Communication and Works supports the sustainable
Minister, Saleem Khan Khoso ¢€'elopment of Balochistan
]

behind as we pave the way for a

CriaALLENGESD HIGHWAYS T0 PROSPERITY:

@ Impesition of BAN on CFY PSDF due Lo General Elections

g |mbalance release of Allocated funds of on-going schemes BUDST'HE SGCIG_EEUNUMIC GHDWTH I N Bn lun“ls‘rﬁ"

N w Price hiking and mflation 0 pecent past years on on-going scheines,  No

mechonism formulated m C5K ¢ Approvals to sccommodate: inflation [/ price

increases. This creates significant challenges in maintaiming successful excenbion of

projects

g Imadeguate financial coverape of schemes within the approved Bmeframe This

results in nom completion, delay, cost increase, court liGgations, stokeholdiers

disappointments efc.

o Imadeqiate funds /O with held releases for Roads Maintenande,

i istribu lion of mandate of CWPPEH department as per Rules of Business 2012
varions departiients without appropriate approval of e Governnent

| @ Shortage / illegal ccoupation of Residential & MNon-Hesidential Accommadations

in fivlds.
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SREENING BALOCHISTAN: SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Balochistan's Agricultural Renaissance: Goevernment

Initiatives & Research Achievements

The present government has
undertaken various initiatives to
promote the agriculture sector,
atddressing the grievances of the
grower community. With over 70%
of our population relying on
agriculture, we are dedicated to
improving their socio-economic
conditions through targeted
programs and innovative
research.

GREEN GROWTH: THE ViTAL ROLE
OF AGRICULTURE IN BALOCHISTAN'S

Emﬁoweﬂg Growe. Enhnng Lives

DEVELOPMENT

Tomate & Onion Innovations Our
Agriculture Research Institute has
developed high-yield varicties like
Shalkot and Bolan-19 for
fomaroes, and Chiltan-89, Chiltan
Red, Sariab Surkh, and Quetta
Red for onions. These
advancements promise enhanced
productivity and resilience,
Pioneering Vegetable Varieties
We've introduced standont
varieties in vegetables, including
Liza Red carrots, Surkhab turnips,
Bolan-90 spinach, and Sarawan
egeplants. Additionally, Harboi
White radish, Hazarganji okra,
and Maran peas have been
developed, bringing diversity and
improved crop quality to our
fields.

Breakthroughs in Grains &
Pulses Our research has yielded
exceptional whear varieties such
as Aghaz, Khosa, Umeed-e-Khas,
Umeed, Raskoh, Zarlashia,
Sariab, Zardana, and Makai-e-
Khas., Recommended maize
varieties include Noor, Shan,
Armia, Hadaf, and Sarsabz. For
rice, we endorse IRRI-0, IRRI-8,
K§5-282, DR-82, and GYN-53,
ensuring robust yields in diverse
conditions.

HARVESTING PROSPERITY:
AGRICULTURE AS THE BACKBONE

OF BALOCHISTAN'S ECONOMY
For apples, we've
recommended early-season
cultivars like Anna, Modial
Gala, Summer Red, Katja,
Tydesman, Early Gold, and
Kidds Orange. Mid-season
varicties include Golden, Top
Spur, Starkermsen, Bel Gold,
Starking Delicious, and Red
Delicious. Late-season apples
such as Ped Chief, Dixi Red,
New Golden Delicious, Ultra
Red, Somothec, Bluish Golden,
Dilbur Jubilee, and Brachern
highlight our year-round
productivity efforts.

Oilseeds & Specialty Cropsin
sunflower, Hysun, Suncross,
and Baimisal lead the way,
whife Dunkled and Bulbul are
top canola varieties. We
recommend S-9, Poorbiraya,
Yellow Raya, and B.M-1 for
mustard. Our sesame
varieties—S-17, P-19,

SOWING SUCCESS:

How AGRICULTURE FUELS
BALOCHISTAN'S FUTURE

Pipeline Projecis Our ongoing
research promises future
breakthroughs with upcoming
varieties like Dushe Pink onion,
Raskoh Sweet muskmelon,
Takatu romate, and Kech-1
broad bean. These innovations
are set to revolutionize
agriculture in Balochistan.
Join us in celebrating these
milestones that drive
Balochistan’s agricultural
prosperity and sustainable
growth.

Message from Agriculture
Minister Balochistan,
Alf Madad Jattak

As Agriculture Minister, 1
am dedicated to fostering
an environment where onr
Sarmers can thrive. Clur
primary focus is on
intraducing innovative
agricultural technigques and

efforts are centered
cxpanding accesy to credit ajrrnmr d enhancing supply
and financial services for Gy ;
Farriers, Wk ard aiio u:ﬁum efficiencies,
faunching fraining improving market access
programs to educate Jor fi ol and b
Sfarmers on climate-resilient Promaiug organic
practices and crop Sfarming. We are also
diversification, By committed to addressing
prioritizing these initiatives, water scarcity through
W aim to increase advanced irrigation
agricultural ontput and technigues and
ensure a sustainable future infrastructure
Jor Balochistan. The development. By aligning
prosperity of our oar policies with the needs
agriculture sector is of vur farmers, we aim to
esxential for the overall achieve significant growth
development of our and stabifity in the
provinee. agriculiure sector,

Message from Secretary
of Agriculture,
Dawood Bazai

In my capacity as
Secretary of Agriculture, 1
am proud to support the
government'’s strafegic
vision for the agriculture
sector in Balochistan. Our

Project Components.
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Together, we are building
a robust agricultural
Soundation for the
prosperity of Balochistan,
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UpToDate Progress of the Project: -

The execution of schemes of the project through
remained slow at the onset however, with the
advent of GPI and takeover of the projects by the
loint Cell, the pace of execution of the project
increased. Currently the work on 13 sites is on-going
and the progress is briefly outlined as under; -
alAdvanced Stage of Completion;
1.0ate Plant Panjgur including date processing
and grading, cold store & value addition of
Dates
2.Agro-Market Development Including Cold
Store and value addition of Dates in
Panjgur
3.Agro-Market Development Including Cold
Store, Processing, Grading Packing of
Vegetables in Hub
4. Agro-Market Develapment Including Cold
Store, Processing, Grading Packing of
Vegetables in Uthal
S.Agro-Market Development Including Cold
Store, Processing, Grading Packing of
Vegetables in Kharan
6.Agro. Market Development including
Processing, Grading, Packaging, Value
addition of Apples and Cold Storage
Facility in Quetta
7.Agro. Market Development including
Processing, Grading, Packaging, Value
addition of Apples and Cold Storage
Facility in Pishin
g.Agro. Market Development including
Processing, Grading, Packaging and value
addition of Apples in Mastung
bjmid way to complete
9_Agro-Market Development Including
Processing, Grading, Packing of Dates,
Value addition of Onlon & Cold Store in
Awaran

10.Agri. Market Development including Processing,
Grading, Packaging of Apples and Cold Storage
Facility in Killa-Abdullah

11.Agro. Market Development including Processing,
Grading, Packaging of Apple and Cold Storage Facility
in Kalat
98, Initial stage of execution

12.Agro. Market Development including Processing,
Grading, Packaging and value addition of Apples in
Killa-Saifullah

13.Agro. Market Development including Processing,
Grading, Packaging and value addition of Apples in
Zhob

Anticipated benefits of the project:

- Availablility of 10,000 MTs of Cold Starage facilities in
Southern Balochistan districts for Dates, Fruits and
Vegetables.

- Availability of 5,000 MTs of Cold Storage facilities in 5
apple growing districts

E Facility for production of app: 150 MTs of Date Paste
during each date fruiting season.

- Awvallability of additional facilities for processing,
grading of app: 3 million Kgs of dates during date
fruiting season in Panjgur, Awaran and Washuk.
Availability of app: 500 MTs of Onion drying and
Frying Facility in Awaran and Washuk

- Awailability of facility for processing and grading app:
3 million Kgs of vegetable and fruits in Kharamn,
Khuzdar, Uthal and Hub.

- Availability of apple Juice and Jam Production facility
with production capacity of 2000 Kgs per day.

- Availability of facilities capable of apple grading,
waxing and packing at a rate of 1000 Kgs per hour in
9 apple growing districts,

- Direct benefit to app: 16000 apple, datss, onion and
vegetahle growing farm famifies of the project
district,

- Improved access to marketing facilities and regulated
sale of agriculture produces.
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BALOCHISTAN IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT

Irrigation Minister, Mir Sadiq Umrani

Secretary Irrigation, Hafiz Abdul Majid

Building dams In Balochislan is a lop priority for
our government to address the critical issue of
water scarcity. These dams will play a crucial role
in managing the water table, ensuring that our
agricuiture sector thrives even in dry seasons. By
capturing and storing rainwater, we can reduce
waslage and ensure its optimal use for irrigation

The initiative to build dams in Balochistan is a
monumental step towards securing our water
resources and enhancing the quality of life for
our cilizens. These dams will effectively check
the water table, providing a reliable water source Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir raz Bugti
throughout the year. By preventing the waslage :
of rainwater, we can ensure it is available for vital

uses, such as agriculture and daily consumption. | QUr government is fully committed to iyl cthige R0, Tﬁ!ﬁlpmje Gt 15 not just about
This project will stimulate socio-economic constructing dams across Balochistan to miﬁgufgsi?:ﬁ?nl g Irlﬁea:r?;lﬁm?r:m;ggi:}-ha
growh, crea!ir]g opportunities and impr&ving the regulate the water table and ensure a economic dﬂuelﬂppr:eﬁt. Our cummsj:'jtment to this
:E:gg?;sdtif;';:ﬂ;rng?:g'sg:;ﬂ?ﬁ: :‘gr{?‘lﬂelﬂs sustainable water supply. These initiatives will cause is unwavering, and we are dedicated to
] " . - - . ' .

people of Balochistan, ensuring a brighterand | Significantly improve the socio-economic SeEng beougn,
more sustainable future. conditions of our people, fostering growth and

development in our region. By harnessing and

. Pfﬂ]&ﬂt =1 [5ili-0 = storing rainwater, we can prevent its wastage
Wﬁbfiﬁﬂﬁdltmmm ~ | and utilize it for agricultural and domestic
- ﬂmmmj - | purposes. The construction of these dams will
' create jobs and boost local economies,
*Tha dwect benefit of this project is to tap 53,000 G :
Acre-Ft of flood water, which was otherwise wasted. pI'DUIdIFIQI muc?—neeﬁed refief to our rfl.él'ﬂ|
* Provide irrigation water to 12,500 acres of arid land communities. Together, we can transiorm

for improved agricultural development through Batqqhmtan into a region of prosperity and
sustained and regulated irrigation. stability.

= Other ancillary benefits include flood mitigation, ’
provision of drinking water for the population in the
command, groundwater recharge, fisheries production,
creation of recreation facllity, socio-ecanamic uplift and
poverty reduction in the area.

= Drinking water supply for Kharan City has been
estimated @ 20 gallon /capita perday through a pipe
netwark, This amounts to annual drinking water supply
of 1,738 million gallons to local population & Kharan
Town for a total projected population of 216,437
pErsons.

* The provision of drinking water supply shall
complement as an additional reliable sauree of fresh
water to the existing drinking water wells tapping the
already receding ground water table.

* The fish production is estimated to be 26 tonnes per
yEar an arn average,

= The project development shall improve the rural
econamic growth by increasing the farming, livestock
holding and trade sectar,

Tia] T BiC OB RIT o7&
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* Ground water within the Kharan city and periphery is
not available due to the geological formation of the
area, comprising clayey deposits, except some places,
where salinity of the water is too high to be fit for
drinking. The overall quality of the availabie ground
water is marginal.

* Overuse of groundwater resources for agriculture
and drinking purpose have led to the depletion of the
local aquifers. As a result, the water table has lowered,
average of 80 in a half decade period from 120/ to
200ft,

= The Ground water within the Kharan town is not

suitable for drinking purpose, and is conveyed from 3
to 5 krm, similar situation exists in the villages of ECU R I NB ATE
Kharan, ey

= The number of active tubewells of PHE Department, o "1“"
pumping out water from surrounding of Kharan are 38, :

along with a number of community and private tube H E M Pn

wells supplying potable water to the beneficiaries of
the araa.

= Average annual O&M and Electricity Budget of
Kharan Is more than Rs. 100 Millian,

= Almost 3500 to 4000 tube wells have been dug to
draw water for both agriculture and drinking purpose
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