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SSGC Employee
Killed in Quetta
Firing
Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: An employee
of the Sui Southern Gas
Company (SSGC) was killed
in a firing incident in the
Mano Jan Road area of the
provincial capital on Tues-
day. Police sources said un-
known armed men opened
fire at a vehicle and killed
Munir Ahmed Jan, who was
later identified as an em-
ployee of the SSGC.

The dead body of the
deceased was shifted to the
civil hospital Quetta. A large
nubmer of people reached
the hospital. The attackers
escaped unhurt from the
spot.
Police reached the spot
as an investigation into the
incident went underway.
The motive behind the inci-
dent could not be ascer-
tained.

Flydubai starts

flights for

Islamabad, Lahore
RAWALPINDI: Dubai-
based low-cost airline
flydubai has commenced
operations for Islamabad and
Lahore and inaugural flights
received water cannon sa-
lutes as they touched down
at ariports in the two cities

onday.

Fire tenders from the
Civil Aviation Authority’s
(CAA) Rescue and Fire
Fighting Service prese-n-ted
water cannon sal-utes,
whichis a traditional aviation
gesture to honour inaugural
flights at the Islamabad In-
ternational Airport and
Allama Igbal International
Airport.

"A CAA spokesman said
the inaugural flight from
Dubai to La.hm'e FZ359, ar-
rivedat

The CAA representa-
tives and other officials wel-
comed the passengers and a
cake-cutting ceremony and
gift presentation took place
to mark the occasion.

The inaugural flight to
Islamabad, FZ 353, arr-i-ved
at 1:13pm. Aretumﬂngu de-
parted for Dubai at 2:20pm
with 162 passengers on
board. The airline will oper-
ate a daily flight to
Islamabad. ~Earlier on
Wednesday, the first flight of
Somon Air, Tajikistan’s n:
tional znr]me received a w:
ter cannon salute as it landed
in Islamabad from Dushanbe.

hyber Pakhtunkhwa
Govemor Faisal Karim Kundi
and  Ambassador  of
Tajikistan to Pakistan Yusuf
Sharifzoda welcomed the
passengers.

3 Million Out-of-School Children: Urgent Action

Needed for Balochistan’s Education Crisis
Syed Ali Shah:

The education system in
Balochistan is facing an un-
precedented crisis, with over
3 million children currently
out of school. This alarming
statistic, disclosed by
Raheela Hameed Khan
Durrani at the recent launch
of the National Achievement
Test (NAT) by the Pakistan
Institute of Education (PIE),
underscores the urgent need
for immediate and effective
remedial measures.

This revelation comes
amid a national crisis, as Pa-
kistan holds the dubious dis-
tinction of having the high-
est number of out-of-school
children globally, exceeding

‘million.

In Balochistan, an edu-
cation emergency has been
declared, reflecting the
broader national problem,

| Despite the constitutional

guarantee of free and com-
pulsory education for chil-
dren aged 5 to 16 under Ar-
ticle 25-A,

the reality on the
ground remains bleak.
Durrani emphasized that the
staggering number of out-of-

school children represents
the biggest challenge for the
curreni  government in
Balochistan. While the gov-
ernment has committed to
ensuring maximum enroll-
ment,

Durrani’s frustration
over the lack of action on
proposed solutions, such as
solarizing government-run
schools to protect children
from extreme weather condi-
tions, is palpable.

These crucial recom-
mendations, aimed at creat-
ing a more conducive learn-
ing environment, have yet
to receive cabinet approval.

The situation is even
more dire for girls in
Balochistan, with increasing
dropout rates described as

“alarming.” In an effort to
combat this trend, the gov-
ernment plans to provide
transportation facilities to
girls, thereby reducing drop-
out rates and improving ac-
cess to_education. This ini-
tiative is commendable, but
it must be implemented with-
out delay to make a tangible
impact.

The 2023 NAT ~urvey
results for

Balochistan calls for imme-
diate ar

ther highlight the severity o
the situation. Fourth graders
scored an average of 40 per-
cent in math, while eighth
graders scored 31 percent.
Scores in English and Urdu
were slightly better, with av-
erages above 50 percent,
consistent with national fig-
ures. These dismal scores,
reflect the urgent need for
comprehensive educational
reforms and effective inter-
vention strategies.

Dr. Shahid Soroya, Di-
rector General of PIE, rightly
emphasized the importance
of collaboration with the
Balochistan Assessment and

tion. With over 3 million Chll'
dren out of school and the
highest national dropout
rate, the crisis is undeniable.
The government’s commit-
ment to education must be
more than rhetoric; it must
be translated into concrete
actions to ensure that all chil-

Tragedy on Quetta’s Airport
Road: Overcrowded Bus
Claims Student’s Life, Sparks

tragi
dent on Quetta’s Airport
Road has brought the issue
of overcrowded student
transportation to the fore-
front. An overcrowded bus
carrying students from
Balochistan University of

Outrage and Protests

Syed Ali Shah:

government. However, this
action has not alleviated the
anger among students and
activists.

The Pashtoonkhwa
Students Organization (PSO)
organized a protest, de-
manding immediate action
and in stu-

gineering and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS) led to
the death of Ali Asghar, an
Electrical Engineering stu-
dent, and left another stu-
dent injured near the Chiltan
Housing Scheme area.

This incident has in-
cited widespread outrage
and demands for account-
ability.

Social activist Rozina
Khilji, speaking at a press
conference, condemned the

dren in receive
the education they deserve.

We urge all stakehold-
ers—government officials,

universit ion
and government for their
negligence. “This tragedy is
a direct result of the

1’s failure to

non-governmental organiza-
tions, and the international
community—to_join hands
in addressing this critical is-
sue. The future of
i children

(BAEC) and the School Edu-
cation Department, Govern-
ment of Balochistan (SEC).
Effective partnerships and
concerted efforts are indeed
crucial to addressing the
educational challenges in the
province. However, these
partnerships must translate
into_concrete actions and
tangible resul

The  situation

in

hangs in the balance, and the
time to act is now.

Delaying action or al-
lowing bureaucratic inertia to
hinder progress is not an
option. The stakes are too
high, and the consequences
of inaction too severe. Let us
come together to create a
brighter, more educated fu-
ture for Balochistan before
it is too late.

6 children injured in Swat school roof collapse: police

SWAT: Six children
were injured on Tuesday
when a classroom’s roof col-
lapsed in Tangaar village of
Gwalerai Union Council in
Swat’s Matta Tehsil.

Gwalerai Station House
Officer (SHO) Islam Jan con-
firmed the casualties, saying
the incident occurred at a pri-
vate school.

“It was a nursery class-
room in a private school
‘where one of the walls col-
lapsed, after \vhlch the roof
caved in,” Jan told
Dawn.com. “Consequently,
six students were injured.”

Swat’s Rescue 1122
spokesperson Shafiga Gul
said three of the injured chil-
dren were in critical condi-
tion.

Gul added that the chil-
dren were transferred to

T T

Saidu Teaching Hospital
from Matta Tehsil Headquar-
ters Hospital, where all the
wounded were initially
taken.

An earlier statement is-
sued by the Rescue 1122
spokesperson said officials
of the rescue, medical, and

ster response teams im-

" mediately reached the si

of
the accident upon receiving
analert,

It further said that res-
cue volunteers had recov-
ered all the children and
shifted them to the Matta
THQ Hospital after provid-
ing them with first aid.

The incident comes just

days after a school bus
plunged into a ditch in
Swat’s Khwazakhela tehsil,

leaving a child dead and 41
others wounded.

In May, a girls’ school
in Haripur district’s Sirikot
village was left bumt in a
massive fire, which had been
attributed to a short circuit.
However, students and staff’
members remained un-
harmed after a swift rescue.

Last month, education
department officials and ex-
perts highlighted that most
of the flood-hit schools in
Swat were yet to be rehabili-
tated.

They had urged the
government and non-gov-
ernment institutions to play
their role in providing ad-
equate facilities to girls’
schools.

PM Shehbaz lands in Tajlklstan for two-day official visit

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday landed in
Tajikistan’s capital
Dushanbe on a two-day of-
ficial visit at the invitation of
Plealdent Emomall Rahmon.

Visi part of
regular high- Jevel exchanges
between Pakistan and
Tajikistan,

» a statement shared by
the government on its offi-
cial X account sai

“The two sides will en-
gage in wide-ranging discus-
sions on areas of mutual in-
terest to further deepen bi-
lateral cooperation, espe-
ciallyin the areas of regional
connectivity, trade, people-
to-people contacts and en-
ergy as well as cooperation
on multilateral issues,” it
added.

The prime minister de-
parted for Tajikist: i
todayalong with a high-level
delegation,

Defence Minister Kh:
Asif, Information Minister

p
Ataullah Tarar and PM’s
special aide Syed Tarig
Fatemi.

Following his arrival at
the Dushanbe airport, PM
Shehbaz was welcomed by

Tajik PM Kokhir Rasulzoda,
er of Energy and Wa-

ter Resources Daler Juma,
Deputy Foreign Minister
Farrukh  Sharifzoda,
Dushanbe Mayor Jamshid
Tabarzada, Radio Pakistan
reported.

Tajik Ambassador to

Pakistan Sharifzoda Yusuf

and his Pakistani equivalent
Saeed Sarwar were also
present to welcome him
along with other senior gov-
ernment and diplomatic offi-
cials.

PM Shehbaz then vis-
ited the monument of Tajik

national hero Ismail Samani,
where he laid a floral wreath,
Radio Pakistan stated.

rriving later at the
presidential palace Qasr-i-
Millat, the premier was wel-
comed by President Rahmon
and presented a guard of
honour by the Tajik armed
forces.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharifmeets his Tajik coun-
terpart Kokhir Rasulzoda at
the Dushanbe airport on
July2.— PID

According to a state-
ment by the information min-
istry, the premier will attend
the signing ceremonies of
different bilateral agree-
ments and Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) in
“diverse areas of coopera-

ion”.

Ajoint press conference
of the two leaders is expected

ceremony, the ministry
added. It further said that the
Tajik president will host a
dinner in honour of PM
Shehbaz and his delegation
at Qasr-i-Nowruz.

ensure safe transportation
for students.

We demand a thorough
investigation into this inci-
dent,” she stated. Khilji’s re-
‘marks echo the growing frus-
tration among the public re-
arding the lack of proactive
measures for student safety.

Following the incident,
Balochistan’s Education
Minister Raheel Hameed
Khan Durrani ordered an in-
vestigation, appointing
Hafiz Tahir, Secretary of
Higher Education
Balochistan, as the inquiry
officer. Tahir is expected to
submit a detailed report to the

p
dent transportation. A
BUITEMS student, speak-
ing anonymously, criticized
the university and govern-
ment: “We risk our lives daily
traveling in these over-
crowded buses.

The administration is
aware of the issue but does
nothing to resolve it. How
many more lives need to be
lost before they take this se-
riously?”

Another student, Zahra
Baloch, voiced her frustra-
tion, saying,

““The vice-chancellor
and the government have
shown no concern for our
safety.

This incident could
have been prevented if they
had taken necessary mea-
sures. We need real solu-
tions, not just empty prom-
ises.”

The tragic death of Ali
Asghar underscores the
dangers posed by over-
crowded buses and the neg-
ligence of the authoriti
The university administra-
tion and the government
must take immediate steps to
address these safety con-
cerns and prevent such inci-
dents from occurring in the
future.

Nine terrorists killed in
Khyber, Lakki actions

PESHAWAR: Nine
terrorists were killed by
the security forces in
two separate operations
in Khyber and Lakki
Marwat districts on
Monday, the military’s
media wing said.

A statement issued
by Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said
that the security forces
conducted an intelli-
gence-based operation in
Tirah area of Khyber,
where seven terrorists,
including high-value
terrorist commander
Najeeb alias Abdur
Rehman, and terrorist
commander Ishfaq alias
Muavia were killed.

The killed terrorists
were actively involved in
numerous terrorist
activities in the area, and
were wanted by the law
enforcement agencies,
the statement said,
adding that weapons,
ammunition and explo-
sives were also recov-
ered from the killed
terrorists.

The statement also

said that another IBO

was carried out in Lakki

Marwat district, where

security forces effec-
tively engaged terrorists’
location. It added that
two terrorists were killed
during the operation.
The statement said
that sanitisation opera-
tions were being con-
ducted to eliminate any
terrorist found in the
areas as the security
forces were determined
to wipe out the menace
of terrorism from the
country. Meanwhile, an
FC official was martyred
in a targeted attack in
Maddi area of Kulachi
tehsil of Dera Ismail

an.

The police identified
the deccased as 24-
year-old Nauman.
Ramazan, an uncle
of the deceased, told the
police that after hearing
gunshots, he went
outside and the found the
body of his nephew lying
near the government
boys” high school.

He said that the
assailants, who were on
motorcycle, managed to
escape the scene after
the murder.
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Balochistan Needs Action, Not
Another Failed Polio Campaign

Editorial:

The news of a children in Chaman and Dera Bugti contracting polio, in
Balochistan after three years, is a damning indictment of the provincial health
department and donor agencies entrusted with this critical public health mis-
sion. While a targeted vaccination campaign is a welcome response, it’s a mere
bandage on a gaping wound.

Imported Solutions Don’t Work

For far too long, a top-down approach relying on imported solutions has
dominated our ﬂghl against polio. We, the people of Balochistan, have the

and cultural ing necessary to
combat this disease. Yet, our voices and workable solutions are consistently
sideline

The presence of poliovirus in environmental samples since last August is
a glaring failure of our health department. This isn’t just a recent oversight; it
exposes a systemic weakness in surveillance and ouireach programs.

Where are the culturally sensitive campaigns that educate our communi-
ties in the local languages? Where are the efforts to address vaccine hesitancy
through dialogue and trust-building with local leaders? We need an ov erhaul
of the health department’s approach, one that leverages the strengths of our
communities and fosters ownership over public health initiatives.

Donor agencies must also shoulder some of the blame

Have they critically evaluated the effectiveness of their funding, or have
they simply perpetuated a cycle of dependence on external solutions? We
urge them fo invest in building the capacity of our local healthcare system and
empower Balochistanis to take charge of their health outcomes.

The upcoming vaccination campaign is crucial, but it cannot be a one-off
effort. We need a sustained, multi-pronged ﬂppl'odch that integrates ]ocdl knuwl»
edge, healthare i d prioriti gage-
‘ment. Only then can we truly eradicate polm from and safeguard

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for
Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Kakar:

Balochistan, even as a provision of social ser-
resource-rich province, vices through self-help
grapples with alarming approaches. Failure to
rates of poverty, illit- adapt to this evolving
eracy, unemployment, development approach
and infantand maternal over the past 70 yeurs
mortality, indicative of serves as a stark
severe underdevelop- minder of the need for
ment. The unmatched change.

policies and irrelevant Potentials of

development strategies, .
along with poor gover  the Province

nance, have resulted in ~ Epsure the
extreme underdevelop-

ment of the province.  Success of
Though the bleak pic- SEZ

ture of the province is
noticeable to all de
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict- basket” of Pakistan,
ing critical poverty lev- stands out as a resource-
els inred, Balochistans  rich province boasting
political and intellectual  the largest landscape
spheres remain sharply and the longest coast-

Balochistan, often
referred to as the “fruit

divided. line spanning 770 kilome-
Balochistan’s  ters. dD“I;“I:e. i
o tapped wealth in

Political And  minerals, Balochistan re-

Intellectual mains underdeveloped.

T lts diverse ccological

Spheres Di-  and topographic zones

vided allow for the experience

of different seasons si-
Amidst the current - multaneously, with in-

the health of future generations.

This is a wake-up call. Let Balochistan not be known for this resurgence of
apreventable disease. Let’s work together, with our own solutions at the fore-
front, to banish polio for good.

Autism and SDGs

Rukhsana Shah:

. . poorest, most vulnerable mary and secondary
£HE 2024 observance  pooule” Continu-ing in- healtheare systems are
of World Autism Day is  justices through institu- ~deteriorating due to low

aligned with the imple-
mentation status and
progress on the Sustain-
able Development Goals.
Autism s

tional monetary and po-
litical instruments play a
major role in the lack of
progress on SDGs. The
promise of increaeing

budgetary allocations
and unbridled population
growth; poverty s rising;
its infrastructure of
roads, railways and air

S

neurod official travel i ; busi-
condition representing sistance by developed ness growth is restricted
human evolution and countries towards by high interest rates,

neurodiversityamong all
world populations. The
SDGs are universally
agreed goals adopted in
2015 by the UN'to bridge
economic disparities in
17 overlapping areas in-
cluding access to qual-
ity health, education and
safety. They promote

chronic energy deficit,
rentier capitalism and
elite capture; and its po-
sition on world indices of
poverty alleviation, eco-
nomic opportunities, per
capita_productivity, hu-
man rights, safety, gen-
der equality, inclusion of
persons with disabilities

achieving the SDGs
hasn’t been kept, and
targets on climate
change haven’t met with
success, not least be-
cause the financial
co—m——mitment of $100
billion per year was ig-

Poor progress on

gender equality and in- SDGs is bad news for the and almost everything
clusive  economic marginalised. else has remained at
growth and employment At the same time, shamefully low levels.

forall. the developing coun- A critical component

The Sustainable
Development Agenda
was to be fulfilled by
2030. However, the SDG
report of 2023 shows
that progress on more
than 50 per cent of tar-
gets is inadequate while
in 30pc, it has reversed.
The most important rea-
son cited is the
neoliberal fiscal and
monetary policy
environm-ent created by
the “outdated, dysfunc-
tional and unfair interna-
tional financial archit
ture” of the 1940s”
Bretton Woods institu-
tions. Inequalities within
rich and poor countries
are increasing, and the
North-South divide is
deepening, According to
the report, the SDGs are
in peril; their failure
would sound the death
knell for the planet.

Centuries of
colonisation and exploi-
tation have left develop-
ing countries with the

tries” governments can-
not be absolved of their
responsibility of eradi-
ng poverty and pro-

of development in general
and achieving SDGs in
particular, is good gover-
nance, oversight and ac-
viding education, health, countability of govern-
access and employment  ments and public institu-
opportunities to their tions. Governance in Pa-
people. In the 2023 Hu-  kistan has deteriorated
man  Development alarmingly, with the bu-
Ind-ex, Pakistan ranks reaucracy and state insti-
below Togo and tutions becoming parti-
Rwanda, with only 4.4 san, self-serving and ra-
average years of educa- pacious. Two political
tion (SDG-4), while India  dynasties have ruled in
and Bangladesh (se-ven the name of democracy
years)arc inthe Medium for more than 40 years,
Development Index, and  evading public account-
Iran and Sri Lanka (11 ability, weakening do-
years) in the High Devel- mestic institutions, and
opment Index. The SDG  compromising national
Status Report issued by interest with ad hoc
Planning policy decisions. The
Com-mission in2021 ad- SDGs have thus been
mits Pakistan’s progress ~ sidelined.
has been dismal in edu- The options of eco-
cation and poor on eco- nomic recovery are fast
nomic growth and em- disappearing for Pakistan
ployment. and other countries on
Pakistan has failed the radar of the US and
to provide literacy to EU agendain their war for
capitalist hegemony. The
re--cent failure of UN

=3
2

scenario in  habitants enjoying both
the province, the coldest and hottest
Balochistan’s political regions in the province
and intellectual spheres  within one division.
are sharply divided. Deng Xiaoping was
Supporters of the latter impressed by the unbe-
viewpoint draw upon lievable emergence of
global examples of suc-  development in
cessful development Singapore quoted once
strategies, particularly that when visited Lee
the establishment of Kuan and asked how I
Special Economic Zones can make China as
(SEZs) in various na- Singapore and his re-
tions. sponse was 1o establish
Learning from glo- the SEZs and affirmed
bal case studies, the po-  the establishment of one
tential of Balochistan as  thousand SEZs in China.
aresource-rich province The province’s stra-
with vast ecological and  tegic location grants it
topographic diversity, access to two interna-
coupled with its strate- tional borders with Iran
gic location, warrants a  and Afghanistan. Its rich
paradigm shift towards resources, including
infrastructure develop- minerals, natural gas,
ment and economic dgrl&.ullul‘c livestock,
growth, It is evident that  forests, and fisheries,
uplifting the economic ~offer a solid foundation
status of the populace for intensifying the em-
will pave the way for the ~ phasis on Special Eco-

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potentials not
only justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve as a
guarantee of their suc-

cess.
SEZs The Only
Option
Ensuring the full
operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs)already identified
commenced in
Balochistan stands out
as the foremost priority
area for intervention.
establishment of small

ture development. The
dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit costs
of development and
maintenance of services.
Moreover, it contributes
tothe prevailing law and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political insurgencies
and religious terrorism.

To address this
challenge, the establish-
ment of new cities and
towns across the prov-
ince is essential. How-
ever, given the budget-
ary ints and the

an le indus-
tries within these zones
will not only create em-
ployment opportunities
but also incentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering urbanization.
Thm dustrial growth at
the oots level will
faciTitate the much-
needed trickle-down ef-
fect, addressing the
pressing needs of the
populace.

The momentum for
expediting the establish-
ment of industries is be-
ing further strengthened
by the concurrent devel-
opment of private hous-
ing schemes announced
and currently under con-
struction by the real es-
tate dealers. These initia-
tives will compel the
working class to seek
improved living stan-
dards, thereby enhanc-
ing the overall quality of
life in Balochistan.

Urbaniza-
tion promotion
and establish-
ment of new
cities

Addressing  the
challenge of scattered
population in
Balochistan is para-
mount to ensure effec-
tive social and infrastruc-

hcawy investment re-
quired for establishing
new cities, leveraging
the existing SEZs areas
as new cities presents a
viable solution. The de-
velopment of these
SEZs into fully func-
tional urban centers with
basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
climatic disasters such
as earthquakes, floods,
and droughts, as wit-
c"cd in areas like
at, the Green Belt,
Glder (Kalat), and Pishin.
Transforming SEZs
into new cities not only
addresses the challenge
of scattered population
but also provides a stra-
tegic opportunity to spur
economic growth dnd
development
Baloclmlzm It faclhla(es
urbanization, enhances
access to services and
infrastructure, and con-
tributes to stability and
security in the region.
Therefore, prioritizing
the dcvclupmcnl of
these SEZs into new ur-
ban hubs can be a game-
changer for
Balochistan’s sustain-
able  development

ISH

agenda.
Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private
sectors

The Government of
Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing on
thematic areas such as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etlydwindling by the ap-
pointment of heads from
Junior officials who lack
the influence to navigate
bureaucratic hurdles or
garner support from
higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges
by not providing an en-
abling environment for

sues, it is imperative to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

These individuals
should possess local
knowledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au
thorities within the gov-
ernment. This approach
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clout and influence to
drive  meaningful
progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles
effectively.

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming  of
Balochistan at the na-
tional level.

Pro-poor reform

By Dr Niaz Murtaza:

IH Enews .. markets as market elites
ZHE new set-up must il soon recapture it.
quickly undertake sub- Reforms in which
stantial reforms to save  the bulk of the populace
our moribund economy  barely figures will pro-
and ensure durable eco- ~ duce an elite-run market
nomic stability. produc- - that fails on all four aims
tive growth, equity and mentioned above. With
sustainability. The IMF, the Soviet state-mo-
think tanks, business nopolist model proved
groups, etc. mamlypm- infeasible, the way for-
pose technical reforms, wardis a welfare-cum de-
such as deregulationand ~ velopmental state that
privatisation, to loosen mainly serves the inter-
the hold of an elite-run ests of the poor and also
state on markets, assum- ensures that markets
ing — against global provide fair avenues to
evidence — that un- them. Such reforms must
bridled markets can en-  target the state and mar-
sure progress. However, ket, make masses |heir
the clites that run our focus and u
state run markets too. litical mobllhduonds the
Thus, many state ills ac- key force to unleash re-
ludlly stem from market  form.

ills— twin deficits exist The starting point
partially as busine: must be a review of the
seek endless subsidies factors that cause pov-
and engage in tax eva- erty among the masses,
sion and can’t compete  ie, small producers and
globally. The outcome is  labourers in rural and ur-
that one can’treform the ban areas in Pakistan.
state without reforming ~ Such bottom-up anal

will reveal not only the
lack of economic and so-
cial investment by the
state as key factors but
also the people’s exploi-
tation an
marginalisation by mar-
kets and local elites. Tt will
lead to a comprehensive
structural reform agenda
that covers legislation,
policies, strategies,
projects, services and
institutional reformat the
federal, provincial and
local levels, unlike the
usual band-aid welfare.
The agenda will ex-
pand the poor’s owner-
ship of assets (including
land reforms) and access
tocredit, skills and tech-
nology; and ensure the
rule of law to protect
them from elite abuses. It
will expand locally de-
volved quality educa-
tion, health, family plan-
ningand other social ser-
vices; and support com-
munity-based groups
which mobilise and advo-

cate for the poor to in-
crease their bargaining
power in markets and
politics. Minorities,
women, and far-flung r-
eas must be the top pri-
ority.

Investment in the
poor will drive national
progress.

“This major invest-
‘ment in the poor will not
only serve ethical con-
cerns but also become
the main driver of na-
tional progress as re-
duced poverty ignites
growth that benefits all.
Despite our large popu-
lation, our internal mar-
ket is small, given low
incomes.

Increasing
people’s incomes will
expand the size of the
national market and prof-
its for producers. This,
in turn, will again create
jobs, and expand in-
comes and the national
‘market size, thus igniting
a virtuous cycle of

progress. The poor
spend more on local
goods than the rich, ben-
efiting local producers
and the external ac-
count.

This sharp focus on
the poor would serve as
the foundation for re-
forms in policyareas that
hog mainstream reform
agendas, such as fiscal,
external, investment,
state enterprise and en-
ergy issues. But the
policy steps in even
these areas will now
centralise and protect the
interests of the poor. To
achieve fiscal balances,
the state would only
give targeted subsidies
to the poor, eliminate
elite and universal sub-
sidies, focus more on di-
rect taxes on untaxed
sectors to generate
enough resources for
the increased invest-
ment in the poor, and
avoid indirect taxes that
burden the poor.

Is there now a winning team?

By Jawed Naqvi:

ing political sagacity.
Going by Sunday’s mam-
moth rally showcasing
Indh‘ most seasoned
ion leaders at
Dclhl 's Ramlila Grounds,
the arrest of two serving
chief ministers on elec-
tion eve — the other be-
ing the tribal chief min-
ister of Jharkhand
appears to have
revitalised a foundering
campaign to dislodge
Mr Modi in the multi-
stage elections starting
on April 19. Results are
expected on June 4.
Hope and fervour
were plentiful, but appre-
hension was also lurking
at the grand park that
links New Delhi with the
old city, the venue
where a landmark oppo-
sition rally turned the
tide against Indira
Gandhi’s emergency rule
in 1977. Speaker after
speaker cautioned Mr
Modi against ‘fixing the
match’ or queering the
pitch for rivals, whether
by jailing opponents or

by freezing bank ac-
counts of cash-strapped
parties through legally
dressed subterfuge.

“India will burn if
you try to win the elec-
tion by fixing the match,
or tinker with the consti-
tution.” The sharp senti-
ment was expressed by
Rahul Gandhi, and every-
one on the podium
seemed to agree with the
intent,

If Modi was not
stopped this time around,
it could be India’s last
look at democracy. Udhay
Thackeray’s Shiv Sena
had supported Mrs
Gandhi’s emergency. He
was now an embodiment
of aborn-again democrat,
50 to speak. Confident of
winning the elections
provided the opposition
stays united, he went a
step beyond Rahul
Gandhi’s warning. Mr
Thackeray promised to
put the Modi govern-
ment in jail after the elec-
tions. Lending a degree
of credibility to the call for

£0R India’s opposi-

tion, the arrest of Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal was the prover-
bial straw that broke the
camel’s back. It's now
Kknown that a key witness
against Kejriwal donated
atidy sum to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s
campaign fund through
electoral bonds.

What began as a
domestic skirmish ahead
of the make-or-break
general elections starting
this month, found inter-
national interest. Ger-
many and the US coun-
selled transparency on
Kejriwal’s behalf. They
annoyed India but were
joined by the UN secre-
tary general’s office,
whose concern for pro-
bity was couched in
diplomatese.

The harassment of a
key baiter of crony capi-
talists also spurred the
opposition to regroup,
partly in self-interest but
alsoout of slowly dawn-

had come too little, too
late to fetch victory.

awinnable fight was the
presence of Dereck

O’Brien, MP for Mamata Before lifting the
Banerjee’s Trinamool 1983 World Cup, the In-
Congress. dian team, not unlike the

It was her decision
to go it alone in West
Bengal that all but broke
the alliance. Now her
endorsement of opposi-
tion unity was packaged
with renewed conviction
that her party was teth-
ered to the INDIA alli-
ance and its resolve to
defeat the Bharatiya
Janata Party.

The arrest of two
serving chief ministers
on election eve appears
to have revitalised a
foundering campaign to
dislodge Mr Modi.

Given that match
fixing was the day
theme and its fear w:
an important factor in
prompting the disparate
group to close ranks,
let’s stay with the cricket
metaphor. Let’s ask if the
opposition’s rearguard
action, for that is what
the rally essentially was,

current Indian opposi-
tion, was mauled and
broken at both the pre-
vious outings. Which
made it that much more
rewarding for Kapil Dev
to take the cup at Lord’s.
The cricket analogy
works nicely for the 14
major political parties
gathered in Delhi on Palm
Sunday.

As with Kapil
Dev’s team, the rally ini-
tially saw a squad that
was low in self-esteem,
but which could yet fix
its gaze on the prize, de-
spite not seriously hop-
ing towin it. The no-frills
self-effacing-to-a-fault
eleven welded into a
winning unit when it
came to the crunch and
defeated the day’s most
invincible squad in the
tournament not once but
twice to surprise every-
one, including them-

selves.

In one of the
matches, so low was the
expectation from the In-
dian team that there
wasn’ta TV camera sta-
tioned at the Nevill
Ground in Kent to record
Kapil Dev’s once-in-a-
lifetime 175 not out. It
rescued the team from
yet another humiliating
World Cup exit. The
largely unwatched match
against  Zimbabwe
would put India on
course to rewriting
cricketing history.

That event had a
canny resemblance to the
one in New Delhi on
Sunday. There was no
TV news channel to
cover the rally. That’s
what the Modi media

o
9
2

s.
Typically, the huge
story about electoral
bonds revealing the
BJP’s quid pro quos as
the main beneficiary was

channels the story never

broke. There were on the
stage leaders of stature
representing govern-
‘ments in major states in-
cluding Punjab, West
Bengal, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. And
there were leaders from
Maharashtra and Bihar
whose state govern-
ments were torpedoed
by Mr Modi’s associates
by inducing defections.
They are hungry for re-
venge. And there was no
TV channel, unbeliev-
ably, o cover this event.
“When pressure is
put on umpires and cap-
tains, players are bought
off and the match is won
in cricket, it is called
match-fixing,”  Mr
Gandhi continued.

“We have a Lok
Sabha election before
us. Who selected the
umpires? Before the
‘match started, two play-
ers were arrested ...
Narendra Modi is trying
to do match-fixing in the
election,” Mr Gandhi
serted. “The BJP is rais-

ing the slogan of getting
400 seats but without
EVMs, match-fixing,
pressuring media and
buying them, it will not
be able to reach even 180
seats,” he said.

Granted that look-
ing ahead the coming
electoral match may not
be best remembered for
its free or fair spirit. But
there is another cricket
metaphor India’s oppo-
sition alliance might be
wary of. It's called being
out *hit wicket’.

Among several
ways, Mr Modi’s oppo-
nents can fall to self-
harm; not seizing the
moment that Kejriwal’s
arrest has created could
be decisive. Rahul
Gandhi and Mamata
Banerjee, Sharad Pawar
or Akhilesh Yadav —
they are all match-win-
ners on their day.

Today, it’s Kejriwal
who looks primed to
swing the match against
Modi, even a rigged one.
Applaud him.
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Kashmiri delegation seeks early release
of Kashmiri prisoners

ISLAMABAD taken into preventive prolonged deten- tions to take effective
(INP): Kashmiri del- custody on and after tions under anti-terror notice of the Indian

egation, headed by the 5th of laws as a means to in- government’s totalitar-
Altaf Hussain Wani, August were lan- timidate dissent and 1an measures that seek
staged a strong protest ~ guishing in Indian jails spread terror among to change the demog-
in front of the UN of- thousands of masses in Indian-Oc- raphy of the Muslim
fice against India’s il- kilometres away from cupicd Kashmir. majority state and con-
legal occupation and their homes. Calling for the vert it into a minority.
systematic violations They said that doz-  early release of all il- They said the human
of human rights com- ens of Kashmiri legally held prisoners, rights situation in

mitted by Indian women prisoners who they said that it was the occupied terri-

forces in occupied have been lodged in high time that the tory has further wors-
Jammu and Kashmir. notorious Tiharjailand council should raise ened since India’s
Referring to the other prisons were the matter with the apartheid regime re-
fast-deteriorating po- forced to face dire situ- government voked Article 370 and
litical and human ations. ofIndia to help se-  35A in August 2019.
rights situation in oc- Indian occupying cure an ecarly release Terming BIP's
cupied Kashmir, the authorities, they said, of all Kashmiri Hindutva ideology as
speakers sought the have since long been Hurriyat leaders in- the biggest threat, they
UN Commission’s ur- using arbitrary deten- cluding Muhammad said that the Hindutva-
gent intervention to tions as a tool of re- Yasin Malik, Shabir driven politics pose a

help stop bloodshed pression against Ahmed Shah, serious existential PaletaIl faces extended powel' Olltages a
and human rights vio- Kashmiri political lead- Mussarat ~ Aalam threat to Kashmiris. . e
lations in the troubled ers, civil society mem- Bhuat, Nayeem Khan, They said electl‘lClty Shortfall worsens 6,206 MW
region, said a press bers, journalists, law- Asiya Indrabi and sev- that it was high| ST AMABAD currently sits at 26,700
release. yers, and human rights ~ eral others. time that the interna- (INP): Pakistan's en- MW. However, pclwer
_ Highlighting the - defenders. The Indian They also ap- tional —community| eroy woes deepened generation is lagging contributing a meager ~cuts, stretching up to
plight of Kashmiri pris- - occupation authorities, - pealed to the UN Hu- - should raise the issues | on”Tuesday, with the far behind at only 690 MW, whilethepri- 14 hours a day.
oners, the speakers - they said, have also man Rights Council arising from the| gleciricity shortfall in 20, 037 MW. This vate sector and wind These extended
said that thousands of been using arbitrary and other international Hindutva-driven poli- | balloon aphas farms are chipping in ~ outages pose a signifi-
Kashmiris who were arrests and human rights organiza-_tics. to a staggering 6,663 resulted in widespread with 7,799 MW and cant challenge for Pa-
it a megawatts load shedding, with 1,007 MW respec- kistanis, especially dur-
(MW). This comes some areas experienc- tively. Solar and ing the scorching sum-
just a day after the ing power cuts for up nuclear power mer months. The gov-
shortfall  reached to 10 hours daily. plants are also con- ernment is urged to
6,206 MW, highlight- While hydropower  tributing, generating address the factors
ing the ongoing remains the nation's 147 MW and 3,000 contributing to the
struggle to meet na- primary source of MW respectively. shortfall, such as inef-
tional power demands. electricity, generating The situation is ficiencies in the power
Sources report 7,000 MW, it's not particularly griminar- sector and a reliance
that electricity de- enough to bridge the cas with high line onexpensiveimported
mand across Pakistan demand deficit. Gov- losses. where resi- fuels.

Ambassador Hashmi visits Xinjiang to
boost economic, cultural ties

BEIJIING (INP): Am- attract investment organized by Xinjiang fied.

bassador of Pakistan from Production and Con- Ambassador
to China Khalil Chinain13 export- struction Corps Hashmi traveled all the
Hashmi recently vis- oriented sectors, Am- (XPCC), he under- way to the land border
ited Urumgqi and bassador Hashmisolic- lined Pakistan’s strong  between Pakistan and
Kashgar cities of ited his support in en- nalural and human China t

Xinjiang Uygur Au- i and the 0 hold discussions
tonomous Region of Xinjiang busi- increased opportuni- on integrated border
China to boost eco- nesses to further en- ties for bilateral eco- management and ar-

Some individuals haVe taken over Pakistan gomidc. cl;lllural lies(i harécc investment aglhd r+(;‘m§§ cgmpcgatiog. rangﬁmcms furlall-
a tre 1t - ] 1t
Tehl‘eek-e-lnsaf (PTI): Fawad Chaudhry or;N "l"u‘;;da‘;) reperte P:klesfaono peesr;eg:ll‘;lm dreesse&r:ln rglsxf:::l (l);baies R’x:a](h?:njyeor:be paas(;l?g

ISLAMABAD: Former Federal Minister and Semor leader of the Awami National Party, Mr. Ghulam
[Ahmed Bilour, called on President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ernment thermal dents are enduring
power plants are even longer power

InUrumgi, he par-  sectors such as agri- both in Urumqi and In order to further

ISLAMABAD He said that few Pakistan Party (IPP), In a statement, he | ticipated in the open- culture, textiles, mining, Kashgar in agricul- promote academic ex-
(INP): Former Fed- people have taken con- adding that he did not expressed concern| ing ceremony of the and logistics. ture, textiles and logis-  changes, Ambassador
cral Minister Fawad trol of the PTI and go to the IPP function over the Junaid| 8th China-Eurasia During his stay in tics, withsupport from Hashmi visited
Chaudhry said that a newcomers like Raoof of his own accord. Akbar’s resignation| Expo last week and Xinjiang, the Ambassa-  the Xinjiang Normal Uni-
few individuals took Hassan became se- “It was a free from the party stating, | held meetings with lo- ~dor was invited by the local authorities. versity and got briefed
over the Pakistan niorsin theparty ‘with- trip,” he said on join- “A valuable per-| calpolitical leadership local authorities to Separately, he inter- on the
Tehreek-e-Insaf out anyjustification’. ing the IPP. son Junaid Akbar re-| and business enter- make a number of acted with various Urdu Language
(PTI), and newcom-  Criticizing the current Fawad Chaudhry signed from the party| prises. speeches. business enterprises Center and interacted
ers like Raoof Hassan leaders of the PTI, the said that the current which, and senior poli- The Ambassador Speaking at the individually in the 13 with Pakistani stu-
became seniors. former federal minister PTI leadership prefers ticians like Parvaiz| had also a bilateral “Open Corps™ event, priority sectors identi- dents.

Speaking at pri- said that Shibli Faraz legal strategy to politi- Elahi, Shah Mehmood, [ meeting with Erkin
vate TV channel pro- did not handle the cal strategy. “On Feb- and Asad Qaisar can | Tuniyaz, Chairman of 3‘ ‘La).
gram, former minister party’s affairs and stay ruary 9, potentially stand the | the people's govern- ol i Db s i .
said asserted that he at his house for six the election was party on its feet”. menp[ gf X%njiang :u-:mm' i ‘”m-w” L L Sl on Gt e
is stilla member of the months. being stolen in front of He strongly [ Uygur Autonomous Tender FroRs mnmdeu Secarity % for each wark
PTL “Hamid Hassan the public,” he added. criticised the current| Region. 2 Hame of

“Had I left the continued to take care Earleir, Fawad leadership of PTI, stat- The two sides re- ] Lrluwh-l 1 CHANNEL
party, I would have of his farmhouse in Chaudhry expressed ing that affirmed the signifi- 505 S2ARD!
been minister Australia,” he added. his eagerness to rejoin “There isnot a 1 | cance of Pakistan- |, L% *““’"“' """HL ""' s

today on basis of Fawad Chaudhry said PTI, asserting that he percent chance that| China relations and | " e
the Forms 47,” Fawad  that he was forced to never intended to the current party lead- Xinjiang’s role as the 3 w0

Chaudhry added. join the Istehkam-e- leave the party. ership can ‘bring PTI| artery connecting the
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In a recent meeting e
with WHO’s country di- bl tha Tad h n'm le l\
rector and senior Offi- Jamali, was attended by WHO to working in [ | (59 measmes e e
cials, Minister Jamali Dr. Depang Lou, WHO Balochistan is admirable.
highlighted the signifi- Country Chief Director; We look forward to fur-
cant contributions of Dr. Michael Lukwiya, ther collaboration, espe-
WHO in times of cr WHO Emergency Chief; ~cially in the remote dis-
including natural dis Dr. Asfandiar Sherani, tricts, to ensure that ba-
ters and health out- WHO Balochistan Team sic health facilities are
breaks. Leader; Dr. Jahanzaib, ~accessible to everyone at

“Organizations like  WHO Polio Head for their doorsteps.” he
'WHO have been instru- Balochistan; Shaukat added.
mental in supporting Baloch, Secretary of The meeting con-
Balochistan duringchal-  Health; and Bayberg cluded with a mutual
lenging times. Their as- Mangal, WHOAdmin Of- agreement to strengthen
sistance during floods, ~ficer, among others. The efforts and expan
and disease outbreaks, primary agenda was to health services in
and in providing essen- review the ongoing Balochistan, aiming to
tial health services has health initiatives in uplift the health stan-
been invaluable,” Min-  Balochistan supported ~dards and provide com-
ister Jamali stated. He by WHO. prehensive healthcare to n
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i hasiz-  between the pi ment, with the support of

b4
iy Sul:.\"
¥ agen prfipiioise Ry :Mlm.

ver of N‘sm‘Pm
e Aty FBR: (VT N. il

iz m.,..rmnrp ..mrm,.urx-
e 254 he e

ot Pt 22 d3ys bayen
tanped song wih Cmmll GON al-JJ Gmn Cauan it

m mpphcatien oe
ARty 1 56 LT 1 08 o0 cr bt K Of Bfsing Any i nal masing the atav

-

of o unee-sigret fom sw»...w

Bark: Tander Documants: The NIT & Bizrieg Gocumart o 0 st ek 2 B
e LY 19, 204 ot

Offca of s E

Fau i, 081-801154 Eru

g

Chuetts, Phone N
e i n'g.ml b e

¢ p! o
ing that the health deparlmenl and  the Balochistan govern- wpran ey o h

organization’s dedica- WHO, emphasizing the mentand WHO, remains < g e
tion and humanitarian need for continued and committed to delivering Emalt hapatfisgregramhepigmad.com

approach are commend-  expanded efforts in the essential health services
able. underserved areas of to the most remote and
meeting, i underserved i- | ‘PRO Mo.£20207-2024

chaired by Minister “The commitment of ties in the region.

b.lE‘T M‘.r TrlhEI\IIE(Ih
PR Mo 452072024

PR ———

 wwnaaghph. Wb A g g b | f ..u,,..u..u..,;........




DAILY QUETTA VOICE

‘Wednesday,July,03,2024

Country to remain paralyzed until NAB
exists: Shahid Khaqan

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former
prime minister Shahid Khagan
Abbasi has said that the coun-
try will remain paralyzed till the
NAB exists.

Talking to media Shahid
Khagan in his scathing criticism
over the government said that
the government had promised
to dissolve the National Ac-
countability

Bureau (NAB) first, in-
stead after coming into power
they have strengthened it with
an ordinance.

“Javed Igbal (former
NAB chief), was saying that
the PTI’s founder has been
behind the NAB cases, while
the PTI founder’s partymen
are saying Qamar Bajwa was

registering cases,” former
rime minister said. “What was
=

the crime of those thousands
who were jailed,” he ques-
tioned.
Former PML-N leader
said, “This is the first country
which has imposed tax on the
tax money you are paying”.
“They have imposed taxes to
the extent that it will be diffi-
cult to export,” Abbasi said.

“They have allocated
5,000 billion rupees for the
MNAs and MPAs. The gov-
ernment has overburdened the
people with 4,000 billion rupees
in budget, while it increased its
expenditures by 25 percent,”
former PM said.

He said, petrol, diesel, LPG
and cig: being

knows who is behind it but
there is no one who prevent it,”
he lamented.

Shahid Khagan Abbasi and
Misftah Islamil, who have re-
cently announced their own
party, yesterday criticised the
federal budget for lacking re-
forms and burdening the sala-
ried class.

At a news conference,
they demanded the govern-
ment to cut its expenses, stop
smuggling, and increase ex-
ports by incentivising indust
alists. They also urged the gov-
ernment to review the budget
and roll back measures like in-
creasing taxes on the salaried
class and ing Rs500 bil-

and no one preventing this
smuggling. “Illegal cigarettes
are being made and everyone

DUSHANBE: Prime Minister

if arrives at

official visit of Tajikistan.

Airport for his 2 day|

lion to MNAs for develop:
schemes in their constituen-
cies.

UZBEKISTAN: Focal person of the Prime Minister Youth Programme (PMYP) for green initiatives,
Syeda Amna Batool, reciving a souvenir from Minister of the Youth Affairs of Uzbekistan Alisher|

Sa’dullayev at OIC Youth Forum.

PTI to protest against expensive
electricity and taxes: Asad Qaisar

PESHAWAR (INP): Former
speaker National Assembly
Asad Qaisar has called the
hike in electricity tariff and
taxes as unacceptable.

Asad Qaisar, a central
leader of the PTI announced
the party’s protest meetings
against expensive electricity
and new taxes.

He announced public
meetings of the PTI on July 5
at Mansehra and July 6 in
Islamabad against new taxes
and hike in power tariffs.

“We are with the people
over the matter,” he said. “The
government has to take back

illegal taxes being imposed
over the people,” he said. Asad
Qaisar also

demanded a mechanism to
ensure free and fair elections
in the country.

Asad Qaiser and JUI-F
head Maulana Fazl-ur-
Rehman recently decided on
strong opposition to the fiscal
year 2024-25 budget.

JUI-F chief and PTI
leader in a meeting expressed
concern over the deteriorating
law and order situation in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
agreed to play a

constructive role in the

National Assembly, opposing
the budget 2024 together. They
rejected the budget terming it
an International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and

anti-people budget.

Asad Qaiser and Maulana
Fazl-ur-Rehman emphasized
the need for brotherly relations
with Afghanistan, establishing
economic corridors at crossing
points.

The meeting also decided
to form a political committee
to resolve reservations be-
tween the two parties and de-
termine the future political
strategy.

High Court forms bench to
review PCB scrutiny committee

chairman’

PESHAWAR (INP): The
Peshawar High Court has con-
stituted a two-member bench
to examine the removal of the
Chairman of the Pakistan
Cricket Board

(PCB) Scrutiny Commit-
tee, following a hearing on a
petition challenging the dis-
missal.

The court, comprising Jus-
tice SM Atiq Shah and Justice
Mohammad Ijaz Khan, con-
vened to address concerns
raised in the petition against the
removal of Arbab

Altaf as Scrutiny Commit-
tee Chairman. The petitioner's
lawyer argued that PCB Chair-
man Mohsin Naqvi's appoint-
ment was allegedly unlawful
and detrimental to cricket.

Justice SM Atiq Shah que-
ried the petitioner's lawyer

sremoval

about the appointment proce-
dures in other cricketing na-
tions like Sri Lanka and Zim-
babwe, where

independent bodies over-
see such appointments, con-
trasting with Pakistan's politi-
cal appointment system.

The lawyer highlighted
that Pakistan could learn from
constitutional models in coun-
tries like Korea and Afghani-
stan, which have updated their
procedures for

transparent appointments.

Following deliberations,
the court adjourned the hear-
ing until July 12, signaling a
continued legal scrutiny into the
matter.

This development under-
scores ongoing judicial over-
sight into cricket governance
issues in Pakistan.

Political instability pushes
Pakistan to economic crisis,

Shibli

ISLAMABAD (INP):

Former federal information
minister, Shibli Faraz has
claimed that Pakistan is facing
acrisis due to political instabil-
ity.

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-

Insaf leader, talking to the me-
dia accompanied by Kanwal
Shauzab in Islamabad, as-
serted that only elected repre-
sentatives’ presence in
parliament can ensure im-

Pakistan approves pension re-
forms, freezes pensions, limits
family benefits to 10 years

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan's government has fi-
nally green lit a series of pen-
sion reforms aimed at tackling
the country's growing pension
burden.

These measures, approvv.d

by the Finance Minister, final-
ized the reforms following thor-
ough deliberations.

The reforms, outlined in a
recent summary sent to vari-
ous ministries for review, em-
phasize the need to manage

by the Economic C
Committee (ECC), are de-
signed to make the pension
system more sustainable in the
long run.
Key measures include
freezing certain pensions and
limiting family benefits to a
duration of 10 years.

‘Under the new regulations,
pensions will be calculated
based on 70% of the average
salary from the last 24 months
prior to retirement.
These changes come in
response to mounting concerns
over the sustainability of pen-
sion expenditures, which have
been steadily increasing.

The Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC), chaired

2024 2EkE

Global Digital Economy Conference 2024

pension costs while
ensuring continued support for
deserving employees and their
dependents.

The Pay and Pension
Commission (PPC) 2020,
tasked with reviewing pension
schemes,

Special anti-polio
drive launched
following reported
case in Keamari

KARACHI (INP): In response to
areported polio case in Keamari,
a special polio eradication cam-
paign has been launched by the
Health Department of Sindh.

The Health Department has
initiated a targeted campaign in
Keamari district, administering
polio drops to children under 5
years old until July 13. This

action follows the recent dis-
covery of a 3-year-old girl in
Keamari contracting the poliovi-
rus. The campaign aims to immu-
nize children across Keamari, in-
cluding those with zero doses of
polio vaccine, to prevent further
outbreaks

ing to the

proposed
aimed at curbing future finan-
cial burdens without

compromising on the wel-
fare of retired personnel and
their families.

These recommendations,
now approved and st to take
effect as per the Budget
Speech 2023-24, mark a sig-
nificant step towards sustain-
able public expenditure man-
agement in Pakistan.

EHTR=

Operauons Center Sindh, two po-
lio cases have been reported this
year from Sindh— one from
Shikarpur and another from
Keamari district.

A spokesperson for the EOC
mentioned that environmental
samples across 15 districts in
Sindh, including seven in Karachi
(Hyderabad, Sukkur, Jamshoro,

Jacobabad, Badin, Qambar,
Mirpur Khas, and Shikarpur),
have confirmed the presence of
poliovirus strains.

BELJING: Minister of State for I'T and Telecommunication Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja addressing the

inaugural ceremony of “Global Digital Economy Conference 2024”.

pr . He said current
occupants of parliament hold
their seats due to Form-47, not
through a public vote. These
people lack legitimacy as pub-
lic representatives, he added.
He said the budget announced
by the federal government is
not pub iendly.

Criticizing the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP), he said the commission
has failed to perform its con-

Faraz

stitutional duties. He said we
are worried about

the case which is being
dragged out. The last general
elections are being criticized
globally. A UN report reads it
will be made a case study, he
claimed.

Shibli Faraz said the
economy of Pakistan is dete-
riorating owing to the unfair
elections. He categorically said
that the IMF does not hold a
soft corner for

Pakistan. Only the genu-
ine public representatives can
put the country on the right
track, he added. Kanwal
Shauzab alleged that the ECP
has violated Article 17 of the

nstitution of Pakistan by un-
justly delisting the largest party-
-PTI. She also claimed that the
PTI candidates were pres-
sured to contest as independent
candidates.

Justice Aalia
Neelum nominated
as LHC chief justice

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Judicial Commission of
Pakistan (JCP) has
unanimously nominated
Justice Aalia Neelum as
the first-ever woman
Chief Justice of Lahore
High Court (LHC).

The Commission, headed by
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa,
unanimously approved
Justice Neelum’s name
for the coveted position.

She was third in the seniority
list of the Lahore High
Court aﬁer the elevation
of form

LHC CJ Mallk Shahzad
Ahmad Khan and Justice
Shahid Bilal Hassan to
the Supreme Court.

After Justice Shahzad’s eleva-
tion, Justice Shujaat Ali
Khan was appointed as
the acting,

chief justice for the LHC by
President AsifAli Zardari
under Article 196.

Justice Aalia Neelum, a re-
nowned jurist, started her
practice as a lawyer in
199¢

and was clevated as a judge
of the Lahore High Court
in2013.

She has a distinguished carcer
spanning over two de-
cades and has been
known for her judicious
approach and legal acu-
men.

The commission also consid-

ered the names of Jus-

tice Shujaat Ali Khan and

Justice Ali Baqar Najafi for the
position, but ultimately
decided in favor of Jus-
tice Neelum.

The nomination has been sent

to the parliamentary

committee for final ap-
proval. Meanwhile, Jus-
tice Shafi Muhammad

Siddiqui was also nomi-

nated for post of Sindh

High Court (SHC) top

Jjudge.
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LAHORE: Chairperson of the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), Senator Rubina Khalid,
interacts with a woman beneficiary during her visit to a payment campsite.

Illegal Marriage case: Hearing adjourned on Imran,
Bushra's pleas seeking suspension of sentences

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
District and Session Court
Islamabad on Tuesday ad-
journed former premier Imran
Khan and former first lady
Bushra Bibi's pleas

against sentences in illegal
marriage case till July 3.

Additional Session Judge,
Muhammad Afzal Majoka con-
ducted hearing on pleas of
Imran khan,

and Bushra Bibi. Khan's

counsels Zahid Bashir Dar and
Murtaza Turi

appeared before the court.
Senior counsel Salman Akram
Raja also rcprcscntcd the Pa-
kistan founder.

In the beginning of the pro-
ceedings, the court was re-
quested to wait for some time
for PTI's lawyer, Salman
Safdar and Khawar Maneka's
lawyer Zahid Asif.

Salman Akram Raja re-
quested the court to adjourn
the hearing till July 3 citing that
he had to appear before the
apex court in reserved seats
case of the

Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC) to which Judge Majoka
asked Raja to prepare his ar-
guments by the next hearing.

Raja pleaded before the
court that malicious intention is
a factor between

fraud and ill intention to which
the judge remarked that if there
was time

to reconcile then this case
falls in jurisdiction of civil liti-
gation not criminal.

"This isn't suffice to say
that one would have reconciled
if this or that had happened,
had he (Khawar Maneka)
moved court next day for rec-
onciliation, then it should have
been taken differently but he
remained silent for six years
instead",

Raja responded. Later,
after briefarguments, the court
adjourned the hearing till July
3.




