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Tehsildar Injured
in Turbat by

Unknown Armed
Persons

From Our Correspondent:

TURBAT: Tehsildar
Sher Jan Dashti was
seriously injured by
unknown armed persons
while walking on Turbat
Airport Road. The attack
occurred earlier today,
causing immediate concern
and response from local
residents and authorities.

Following the incident,
local people and police
quickly arrived at the
scene. The injured
Tehsildar was promptly
transported to the Teach-
ing Hospital Turbat.
According to hospital
sources, his condition is
critical.

Authorities are
investigating the attack,
and further details will be
provided as they become
available.

Solarization Project: A Beacon of Hope for
Balochistan’s Agriculture

Syed Ali Shah: Analysis:

QUETTA: In a signifi-
cant stride towards sustain-
able development, Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif has launched
a visionary project to solar-
ize nearly 28,000 agricultural
tube wells in Balochistan.
This transformative initia-
tive, executed in collabora-
tion between the federal and
Balochistan governments,
marks a pivotal moment in
the province’s agricultural
landscape.

By transitioning electric
tube wells to solar power, the
project ensures a consistent
and sustainable water sup-
ply for farmers, heralding a
new era of agricultural pro-
ductivity and economic

growth.
The 55 billion rupee

project, with 70% financing
from the federal government
and 30% from the
Balochistan government, is
not just a testament to inter-
governmental cooperation
but also a commitment to
merit-based development.
Prime Minister Sharif has set
an ambitious three-month
deadline for the completion
of the solarization process,
emphasizing the urgency
and importance of this ini-
tiative.

Solar-powered tube
wells promise a reliable wa-
ter supply throughout the
day, addressing the long-
standing issue of limited

electricity availability, which
has previously restricted
water access to a mere 2 to 6
hours per day despite sub-
stantial federal subsidies.
This transformation will sig-
nificantly enhance agricul-
tural productivity, expand
arable land, and ultimately
improve the livelihoods of
Balochistan’s farmers.

During the signing cer-
emony in  Quetta, Prime Min-
ister Sharif highlighted the
environmental and economic
advantages of solar energy,
reaffirming the government’s
dedication to promoting re-
newable energy sources na-
tionwide.

 This project under-
scores the federal

government’s unwavering
support for Balochistan’s
development, showcasing a
model of cooperation and
commitment to addressing
the province’s unique chal-
lenges.

Moreover, the Prime
Minister’s announcement of
additional initiatives, includ-
ing substantial quotas for
Balochistan students in vo-
cational training programs in
China and the establishment
of Danish schools in the
province, reflects a compre-
hensive approach to uplift
Balochistan. By investing in
education and skill develop-
ment, the government aims
to empower the youth, fos-
tering a generation capable

of driving the province’s fu-
ture growth and prosperity.

A d d r e s s i n g
Balochistan’s provincial
cabinet, Prime Minister
Sharif called for collective
efforts to alleviate depriva-
tions and promote the
province’s development. His
message was clear: the path
to progress lies in merit-
based initiatives and inclu-
sive development strategies
that leave no one behind.

The solarization project
is more than just an infra-
structure upgrade; it is a bea-
con of hope for
Balochistan’s agricultural
sector. It represents a com-
mitment to sustainable prac-
tices, economic empower-

ment, and the promotion of
merit in developmental en-
deavors.

As the project unfolds,
it promises to pave the way
for a brighter future for the
province’s farmers and
youth, setting a precedent
for other regions to follow.

In conclusion, the solar-
ization of agricultural tube
wells in Balochistan is a land-
mark initiative that embodies
the principles of merit,
sustainability, and collabora-
tion. It is a shining example
of how targeted, well-
planned interventions can
drive significant positive
change, offering hope and
prosperity to those who
need it most.

Rahila Durrani Visits
Balochistan Board of

 Intermediate and
Secondary Education

Education Desk:

QUETTA: Minister for
Education Miss Rahila
Hameed Khan Durrani and
Secretary of Higher
Secondary Education Mr.
Hafiz Tahir visited the
Balochistan Board of
Intermediate and Second-
ary Education (BBISE)
today.

Chairman Ijaz Azeem
Baloch presented the
board’s recent achieve-
ments, highlighting
enhanced examination
processes, the integration
of advanced technologies
to streamline administra-
tion, and new educational
initiatives aimed at elevat-

ing standards and student
outcomes.

Miss Rahila Hameed
Khan Durrani praised
BBISE’s commitment to
excellence, underscoring
the importance of continu-
ous improvement in
advancing  education
across Balochistan. Mr.
Hafiz Tahir echoed her
sentiments, affirming the
department’s support for
BBISE’s future initiatives.
The visit underscores the
government’s dedication to
fostering educational
progress and ensuring
quality  education for all
students in the region.

Police, Protesters
Clash In Red
Zone Quetta

Amid Tensions
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Police used
baton charges and tear gas
to disperse protesters in
Quetta’s Red Zone.

Men and women were
attempting to demonstrate
for the recovery of Zaheer
Baloch when baton-
wielding policemen
intervened. Mah Rang
Baloch, leader of the
Baloch Yakjehti Committee,
criticized the government’s
actions, calling it a “viola-
tion of fundamental human
rights.”

In response, Shahid
Rind, the spokesperson for
the Balochistan govern-
ment, refuted the protest-
ers’ claims.

He stated that Section
144 was in effect in the
area, which houses
important judiciary and
government offices. “The
government avoided using
force against the protest-
ers,” Rind said in a video
message.

Following the clash,
protesters relocated their
demonstration to Sariab
Road, where they had
already been protesting for
Zaheer Baloch’s recovery.
Security measures were
intensified in and around
the Red Zone in the
aftermath of the incident.

The protesters
accused the police of
subjecting protesters to
torture and use of force.
The charge was denied by
the police and the spokes-
man government of
Balochistan.

Foreign Journalists Enjoy “Hot Pot” and Balochi
Cuisine at China Shield

Mir Salam Jogezai:

In a warm gesture of
hospitality, China Shield
Company hosted a group of
foreign journalists at its sub-
urban Beijing location, offer-
ing them a unique culinary
experience. The event fea-
tured the renowned Chinese
dish “Hot Pot” alongside tra-
ditional Balochi Saji and
Kadi Kabab, reflecting a fu-
sion of cultural traditions
and respect for guests.

The journalists were
treated to a traditional Chi-
nese hot pot meal, a commu-
nal dining experience where
a simmering pot of broth is
placed at the center of the
table. Diners cook an array
of ingredients, including
thinly sliced meats, leafy
vegetables, mushrooms, and
seafood, in the flavorful
broth, and then dip the
cooked pieces into a variety
of sauces. This interactive
meal not only introduced the
guests to the rich flavors of
Chinese cuisine but also al-
lowed them to appreciate the
cultural significance of shar-
ing food in Chinese tradition.

In addition to the hot

pot, the journalists savored
Balochi Saji  and Kadi
Kabab, traditional dishes
from Pakistan’s Balochistan
region. The inclusion of
these dishes highlighted the
company’s effort to bridge
cultural gaps and show re-
spect to their international
guests.

The CEO of China

Shield Company emphasized
the importance of hospital-
ity, noting that the tradition
of honoring guests is a
shared value between Chi-
nese and Pakistani cultures.
The journalists engaged
with company personnel,
learning about Chinese cus-
toms and the significance of
the ingredients used in hot

pot.
This event not only pro-

vided a memorable culinary
experience but also fostered
cross-cultural understand-
ing and camaraderie. The for-
eign journalists left with a
deeper appreciation of Chi-
nese hospitality and the fla-
vors of both Chinese and
Balochi cuisine.

Reserved seats case: SC’s make-or-break verdict on
SIC plea put off till tomorrow

NEWS DESK: The Su-
preme Court’s (SC) highly
anticipated verdict in the
matter related to reserved
seats for wom-en and non-
Muslims has been put off till
tomorrow (Friday).

A three-member bench
comprising Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa and
Justices Naeem Akhtar Af-
ghan and Aqeel Ahmed
Abbasi will announce the
verdict at 9am. The Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC) held a
large protest outside the
apex court today as the ver-
dict was awaited.

The court had reserved
its verdict on Tuesday after
closing the hearing on a set
of appe-als moved by the
SIC.

The SIC had earlier been
joined by PTI-backed inde-
pendent candidates after
they won the February 8 elec-
tions as their party had been
deprived of its electoral sym-
bol ‘bat’.

In a 4-1 verdict  in
March, the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) had
ruled that the SIC was not
entitled to claim quota for
reserved seats “due to hav-
ing non-curable legal de-

fects and violation of a man-
datory provision of submis-
sion of party list for reserved
seats”.

The commission had
also decided to distribute the
seats among other parliamen-
tary parties, with the PML-N
and the PPP becoming major
beneficiaries with 16 and five
additional seats while the
Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam Fazl
(JUI-F) was given four.
Meanwhile, the verdict was
rejected by the PTI as uncon-
stitutional. Later the same
month, while ruling on an SIC
plea, the Peshawar High
Court (PHC) had dismissed
an SIC plea challenging the
ECP decision and denied it
reserved seats.

In April, the SIC filed a

petition before the SC —
moved by party chief
Sahibzada Hamid Raza —
seeking to set aside the PHC
judgment.

The apex court on May
6 had suspended the March
14 PHC judgment as well as
the March 1 ECP decision to
deprive the SIC of seats re-
served for women and mi-
norities.

The SC had also or-
dered placing the present
petitions before the three-
judge committee that deter-
mines the constitution of the
bench for the reconstitution
of a larger bench when At-
torney General for Pakistan
Mansoor Usman Awan high-
lighted that under Section 4
of the Supreme Court.

Saudi airliner’s landing gear
catches fire during touchdown

at Peshawar airport
NEWS DESK: A Saudi

Airlines flight from Riyadh
caught fire upon landing at
Peshawar’s Bacha Khan In-
ternational Airport on Thurs-
day, prompting a swift
evacuation of all passengers
and crew members to safety,
the Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) said in a statement.

According to CAA
spokesperson Saifullah, air
traffic controllers witnessed
smoke and

sparks emanating from
the left-hand side landing
gear of the aircraft as it
landed and alerted the pilots.

At the same time, they in-
formed the airport fire and
rescue services.

Reaching the scene,
CAA fire vehicles were able
to extinguish the flames en-
gulfing the landing gear, the
statement read.

“The fire tenders acted
in time and immediately con-
trolled the fire in the landing
gear,

 saving the aircraft from
a major accident,” Saifullah
said. “All 276 passengers
and 21 crew members were
safely evacuated with an in-
flatable slide.”
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Quetta Green Bus Promise: Govt Urged
to Turn Commitments into Action

Editorial:

In a seemingly promising move to uplift transportation standards, the
Balochistan government has unfolded plans for an extensive expansion of the
green bus fleet. The visionary initiative, spearheaded by Dr. Faisal Ahmed
Khan, CEO of Balochistan Public Private Partnership (BPPP), aims to introduce
25 additional eco-friendly buses to the streets of Quetta. However, as the
government unveils plans, the pressing question looms – will these promises
translate into tangible improvements for the provincial capital’s long-suffering
commuters?

Green Bus Expansion Now A Long Standing Demand
Originally sanctioned by former Chief Minister Jam Kamal Khan, the plan

now gaining momentum under the current administration, underscoring the
government’s commitment to sustainable and accessible transportation. With
an ambitious target of deploying 100 green buses across Quetta in the immi-
nent months, the expansion spans beyond the city center, promising relief to
residents in areas like Hazara Town, Marriabad, Samungli Road, Sariab Cus-
tom, Nawan Killi, and other vital parts of Quetta.

Expansion Of Project Directly Responds To Public Demand: Dr. Faisal
Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan asserts that this expansion directly responds to

the persistent public demand for enhanced transportation facilities. The stark
reality, however, reveals that currently, a meager eight buses operate from
Balochistan University to Belili Airport Road, laying bare the glaring inad-
equacy in green bus availability.

Caretaker Prime Minister Anwar ul Haq Kakar’s recent proclamation, vow-
ing an additional 100 green buses for Balochistan, signifies the government’s
purported dedication to elevating public transportation standards in the re-
gion. While commendable in words, the onus now falls on Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan to translate these verbal commitments into
swift and substantive action.

CS Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan Can Play A Key Role
Commendations for the government’s seemingly progressive approach

must be met with an urgent plea for Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan’s
decisive leadership in ensuring efficient execution. Quetta’s residents, long
fatigued by the lack of a dependable public transportation system, now de-
mand more than promises – they demand a concrete reality. The introduction
of green buses holds the potential to alleviate the longstanding commuting
challenges, creating a pathway to a more sustainable and accessible future for
the people of Balochistan. The call for action is not merely a suggestion; it’s a
critical imperative, and the responsibility squarely rests with Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan to lead the way in turning promises into tangible, transfor-
mative actions.

PAKISTAN is one of

the countries which
adopted the United Na-
tions’ 17 Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs) 2030 — also
called ‘global goals’ —
in order to attain lasting
development, peace, and
prosperity for its people.
It is a matter of much
pride that Pakistan was
the first country to adopt
the SDGs at the country
level when it officially
passed a parliamentary
resolution to this effect
in 2016.

The Ministry of
Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives
has since established
SDG Support Units
through provincial plan-
ning and development
departments to provide
guidance on their imple-
mentation and track the
progress made.

Implementing the
SDGs in spirit promises
to end poverty and in-
equality, ensure the pro-
tection of the Earth, and
ensure that all people on
this planet have access
to the enjoyment of
health, justice, and pros-
perity.  Pakistan has
spent eight years engag-
ing with the SDGs and
streamlining and
localising them.

But though it was
proactive in adopting
the SDGs, their imple-
mentation could be bet-
ter. One wonders how
many people know
about the SDGs in, for
example, Sindh’s
Tharparkar and coastal
belt.

How many SDG-
driven schools have
been operationalised?
How many children at
Sindh’s high schools
and colleges know about

the SDGs? How many
introductory sessions
have been organised at
schools and colleges in
Hyderabad?

In mid-2023, I
moved to Mithi,
Tharparkar, where I
asked a member of a lo-
cal business association
about the SDGs.
Puzzled, he asked,
“What is an SDG?”

 The reply made me
think that if the business
community in Sindh was
not aware of the SDGs,
how could the SDGs be
localised and stream-
lined? An honest, mean-
ingful commitment to
achieving SDGs entails
localising them on the
ground level.

 The business com-
munity, academia, health
sector, food entities,
builders, exploration and
production companies,
universities, develop-
ment sector, transporta-
tion sector, and parlia-
mentarians all need to
educate themselves on
SDGs and think about
what practical initiatives
they can take in this re-
gard.

A much-needed
step in streamlining and
localising the SDGs is to
translate them into local
languages. For example,
in Sindh, these lan-
guages would include
Sindhi, Urdu, Marwari,
Brahvi and Dhatki. In
Tharparkar (as well as a
large portion of the ar-
eas that comprise the
Mirpurkhas division),
Dhatki is the most com-
mon language spoken
locally.  Access to a
Dhatki version of the
SDGs would greatly help
the locals as they go
about planning their fu-
ture business and non-
business activities.

There is a pressing
need for the Sindh Edu-
cation and Literacy De-
partment, in consultation
with the Sindh SDG Sup-
port Unit, to develop an
o b j e c t - o r i e n t e d
edutainment booklet that
can help make students
and teachers aware of the
SDGs and their practical
applications in real-world
scenarios. A weekly ses-
sion on SDGs and what
possible ideas can be
drawn from SDGs should
be discussed, evaluated,
and projected.

If one is to think op-
portunistically, the Sindh
government is currently
reconstructing the flood-
damaged houses of those
affected by the 2022 mon-
soon in different districts,
including Mirpurkhas,
Badin,  Sanghar, and
Tando Mohammad Khan,
through a dedicated en-
tity called Sindh People’s
Housing for Flood
Affectees (SPHF).

There is a unique
opportunity to turn this
reconstruction project
into a showcase for SDG
localisation.  If the
houses and their at-
tached communities can
be used to demonstrate
the benefits of the 17
SDGs, this will facilitate
others’ understanding of
what the SDGs could look
like at the rural level. It will
encourage local children
to ask their teachers and
elders questions about
their importance. Word
will spread by mouth,
opening new avenues for
sustainable development
and good governance in
the country’s vast rural
areas.  To implement the
SDGs effectively, govern-
ments at all levels need
to understand their im-
portance in their prov-
inces.

IN December 2023,

consumer prices were
29.7 per cent higher com-
pared to December a year
earlier. Worse still, every
month for more than a
year our year-on-year
inflation number has
been above 20pc.

There was however
positive news in the re-
cent inflation data too.
Prices in December rose
by only 0.8pc over No-
vember, which was the
second smallest
monthly increase in a
year.

And just like No-
vember 2023, the in-
crease in prices was
only due to the in-
creased cost of gas and
electricity — in fact,
food prices declined in
December. The tight
monetary policy being
pursued by SBP has fi-
nally been able to wring
the juice out of our
economy and we are go-
ing to see inflation and
interest  rates come
down.

The Worlds Most
Incredibel Dog FULL HD

But why does Paki-
stan have such persis-
tently high inflation
when inflation never
went so high globally
and has receded for
months?

To understand, let’s
think of a simple
economy with three sell-
ers each selling a food
packet and three buyers
each given Rs100 by the
government. It stands to
reason that packets
would sell for Rs100
each. Now if the price of
these food packets

abroad is one dollar, we
will have an exchange
rate of one dollar being
equal to Rs100.

If the government
had given each con-
sumer Rs200 and we still
had three food packets
available, then the price
for each food packet
would have been Rs200.
Again, since the interna-
tional price of a food
packet is one dollar, the
rupee would have depre-
ciated by 100pc and the
new exchange parity
would have been Rs200
to a dollar.

The only thing that
changed in this economy
was twice as much
money chasing the same
amount of goods, there-
fore doubling the price
and depreciating the ru-
pee. This is our difficulty.
In the last few years, as
our budget deficit has
ballooned, to pay for the
deficit we have printed
more and more money
and as more rupees are
chasing the same
amount of goods, we
have experienced persis-
tently high inflation and
rapid devaluation.

In five-and-a-half
years since the start of
fiscal year 2018, our
money supply has in-
creased by over 100pc,
with the fastest increase
coming in the six-
monthly period between
January and June of last
year, with February to
May showing the four
highest monthly infla-
tion numbers in our his-
tory. Since then the rapid
growth in money supply
has declined and we are
witnessing inflation ta-

pering down.
The two main ways

money supply increases
are when the private sec-
tor borrows from banks
or when the government
borrows to finance its
budget deficit. Since our
private sector borrowing
is decreasing, this means
the money supply is in-
creasing primarily to fi-
nance the budget deficit.
This has caused infla-
tion; it is to contain this
inflation that SBP has
been raising interest
rates.

Some argue that this
model doesn’t apply to
Pakistan or that ours is a
“cost-push” inflation
and hence the SBP
shouldn’t have raised
interest rates. However,
if interest rates are much
below inflation, people
will not save and borrow
just to park money in
land, gold or foreign cur-
rency. Central banks
raise interest rates to
constrain aggregate de-
mand and borrowing.
This the SBP has suc-
cessfully done in the
case of our private sec-
tor.

But unfortunately
our government, in the
face of higher interest
rates leading to higher
debt service payments,
has not been able to cut
the deficit. Instead it has
borrowed more, causing
the money supply to in-
crease. This has led to
the persistence of our
inflation.

In our simple
economy with three con-
sumers and three food
packets, we saw that
when money doubled, so

did prices. But if the
number of food packets
had also doubled when
the money supply
doubled,  prices
wouldn’t  have in-
creased. This means that
if our economy had been
able to increase the out-
put of goods and ser-
vices as money supply
rose, we wouldn’t have
seen inflation.

Pakistan is not
unique in running a bud-
get deficit or increasing
money supply. But we
stand out in our almost
total failure to use our
government spending to
increase worker produc-
tivity or the economy’s
productive capacity.

Economists argue
that national income (or
output) grows when
labour or capital grows
or primarily when there
is technical progress —
ie increases in educa-
tion, skills and techno-
logical know-how. But
this has never been a
priority for us. In a coun-
try where 58pc of kids
under five are either
stunted or wasted and
where 78pc of 10-year-
old kids cannot properly
read, such improvement
in productivity remains
a pipe dream.

So the anaemic eco-
nomic growth we have
had over the last two
decades is due primarily
to the increase in our
labour force and a little
increase in capital and
not because of any im-
provement in skills or
knowledge.

Going back to our
simple economy one last
time, with food packets

each priced at Rs200 and
the international price of
food packets being one
dollar, each dollar should
be for Rs200. Now, if our
government decides to
sell dollars for Rs150, it
would mean that no food
packet could be exported
from Pakistan and trad-
ers would turn to import-
ing food packets.

This has happened
to Pakistan too, when
various governments, to
keep current prices low
and voters happy, sacri-
ficed exports and manu-
facturing and gave rise
to huge current account
deficits. (This is not to
say that we should not
stop smuggling or
hawala. But SBP should
not be selling dollars in
the interbank market to
keep the rupee at some
predetermined value).

There are no magic
solutions to our eco-
nomic problems. We are
a poor and uneducated
country and will remain
poor until we remain un-
educated.

 However, to reduce
inflation we must reduce
the budget deficit. At the
same time to achieve
growth, we must invest
in our people and in-
crease their productivity
and the country’s pro-
ductive capacity. Finally,
it is important to keep a
flexible, market-driven
exchange rate so our ex-
ports can increase.

Deviations from ra-
tional economic
policymaking will per-
haps get us short-term
relief, but as has always
been the case, it will
cause long-term damage.

MUCH has been said

about “reimagining Pa-
kistan” but it is impor-
tant to understand that
task comes the day af-
ter. For now, the focus
needs to be on “reas-
sembling Pakistan”.

This task should
not be underestimated.
Those who think they
can pull this off on their
own are deeply mis-
taken. And the country
is just emerging from the
mistaken misadventures
of those who think the
country is a toy made of
Lego and can be disas-
sembled and reas-
sembled in whatever
shape they fancy, to pur-
sue whatever goals their
minds are seized with at
that moment in time. It
would be bad for the
country to exit one such
mistaken misadventure
only to enter another.

A proper rendering
of accounts is necessary
to understand how and
why the country has
been brought to the
present impasse. The
story does not have a
single starting point, but
a number of turning
points are important to
note. The first turning
point is the arrival into
power of the PML-N
government in 2013. The
period of Nawaz’s rule
was marked by the
kickstarting of growth
on the one hand. But it
also saw the emergence
of massive deficits that
the government fi-
nanced by expensive

borrowing. Debt sky-
rocketed in those years
and has remained el-
evated ever since.

The next turning
point was 2017. The
whole operation to tear
down Nawaz Sharif as
prime minister left deci-
sion-making in the coun-
try severely fractured.
Given the growing defi-
cits and rising debt bur-
den, the country could
not afford to have its ex-
ecutive decision-making
splintered. It can be ar-
gued that Pakistan has
been run by interim gov-
ernments ever since
2017.

One critical element
in executive decision-
making at the policy
level is some sort of co-
herence. If a government
is spending heavily, it
must balance this out
with revenue measures
to ensure debt levels
don’t blow past sustain-
able levels, for example.
Or if the government is
trying to manage the ex-
change rate, it needs to
ensure that the requisite
amount of foreign ex-
change reserves is avail-
able to do this.

The l ist  goes on
and on, but the point to
note is that policy coher-
ence comes when there
is somebody at the top
who has the birds-eye
view and is taking stock
of how decisions made
in one area impact other
areas.

Pakistan is not fa-
mous for its policy coher-
ence. This is one reason

why the country keeps
going round in boom and
bust cycles. But what
happened after 2017 is
whatever minimal levels
of policy coherence
there might have been
were also blown. The re-
sult was erratic decision-
making. The conse-
quences of this landed in
the price level. This is
what always happens
when policy coherence is
lost. Ultimately the con-
sequences come cascad-
ing in the form of infla-
tion. There is a good rea-
son why this happens.
With the loss of policy
coherence come all man-
ner of demands upon the
executive, and a weak
and embattled prime min-
ister is in no position to
turn down these de-
mands. The result is run-
away spending, mount-
ing fiscal pressure, and
eventually the large-
scale printing of money.

This is what has al-
ways happened in our
country when whatever
little policy coherence
there is under normal
times is lost. One such
episode was in the year
2007 till late 2008, as the
Musharraf regime lost its
moorings and became
embroiled in an escalat-
ing contest of survival.
The printing presses had
begun to roll much ear-
lier, but from October
2007 they went into high
gear till the signing of the
IMF programme a year
later. The result was the
highest inflation on
record, which stayed el-

evated for a number of
years.

The next round
when policy coherence
(or whatever little there
was) crumbled alto-
gether was in late 2012,
leading up to the election
in 2013. Once again, the
printing presses were
fired up and spending
went out of all control.
This time the conse-
quences were not felt in
the form of inflation be-
cause the government
managed to keep the ex-
change rate steady and
fuel prices began coming
off their record highs in
global markets. Instead,
the consequences came
in the form of a runaway
trade deficit, which was
financed with borrow-
ing. This is why external
borrowing skyrocketed
from 2013 onward.

What is different
this time is that the loss
of policy coherence that
set in after 2017 has not
abated, despite the pas-
sage of more than six
years. There was a brief
period of respite, run-
ning from May 2019 till
about March of 2020,
when a very strict IMF
programme was under
implementation, that one
could see some sort of
policy coherence in the
country.

But other than
those months, we have
had nothing but ram-
pant ad-hoc decisions,
no centre of decision-
making anywhere in the
country and spending
priorities that it seemed

were being made on the
spot.

The result, once
again, was runaway
money printing, the larg-
est and longest episode
of printing that our
economy has ever seen.
It began in early 2017,
and by May 2019 money
printed and pumped into
the economy consti-
tuted half of total money
supply, the largest pro-
portion it had ever been
until then. From the sum-
mer of 2020, it began one
more time, but their na-
ture changed.

Instead of direct
government borrowing
from the State Bank, they
flushed the economy
with cheap liquidity via
sharp interest rate cuts
and refinance facilities,
whose monetary impact
the State Bank itself
proudly claimed was five
per cent of GDP, prob-
ably the single largest
monetary stimulus ever
given to the economy.

The result is there
once again. Inflation re-
mained elevated through
2019, but since 2021 it
has been a blowout of
historic proportions. So
far this is plateauing out,
but for the country to
emerge from this night-
mare, the return of policy
coherence for a pro-
tracted period is a must.

And that can only
happen under a govern-
ment that is not hobbled
by legitimacy concerns.
It is critical that Pakistan
gets such a government
in the months ahead.

MANI Shankar Aiyar

is the last Pakistani left
in India. It is his ‘second
favourite country’. It
was once an option
available to millions of
Indian Muslims. Since
1947, Indian Muslims
have witnessed with dis-
appointment Pakistan’s
descent into democratic
dementia and irrespon-
sible insolvency. They
would prefer (like the
Buddhists in medieval
times) to quit the sub-
continent and migrate to
more hospitable shores.

Two periods in
Mani’s long life (he is 83
years old) have condi-
tioned his personality,

his career, and his liter-
ary output. The first was
the stint he spent as
India’s consul general in
Karachi (1978-82). It pro-
vided a seemingly bot-
tomless reservoir of ma-
terial which he has used
in various books. His
Memoirs of a Maverick:
The First Fifty Years
(1941-1991) — was re-
leased last year.

He intended his
next book to be an auto-
biographical sequel. His
publisher, though, felt it
was dominated by the
second Him-alaya in his
life — the late prime min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi. They
suggested a biography
of Rajiv instead. Hence,

Mani’s fresh book The
Rajiv I Knew And Why
He Was India’s Most
Misunderstood Prime
Minister (2024). Ever
since 1992, when Mani
wrote his affectionate
memoir Remembering
Rajiv within a year of
Rajiv’s assassination,
Mani has been more loyal
to the memory of Rajiv
Gandhi than Rajiv’s
widow Sonia and her
Congress party have
been to him. The book
opens with a chapter on
Rajiv’s domestic suc-
cesses: The accords with
Punjab, Assam, Mizoram,
and Darjeeling. The sec-
ond discusses the inter-
nal controversies that

plagued Rajiv’s political
career: the Shah Bano
case,  the communal
Pandora’s box of Babri
Masjid, Operation
Brasstacks, IPKF, and
the Bofors imbroglio.

Most leaders prefer
to cruise in international
waters than to be buf-
feted by domestic
squalls. Rajiv was no ex-
ception. In the third
chapter on Rajiv’s for-
eign policy initiatives,
Mani lauds Rajiv’s ef-
forts on nuclear disarma-
ment, improving rela-
tions with China and Pa-
kistan, Indian interven-
tion in the Mal-di-v--es
in 1988, and the estab-
lishment of the

AF--R-----ICA Fund in
1986. Mani provided
Rajiv with the catchy ac-
ronym: ‘Act-ion For
Resis-t-ing Invasion [in
Mozambique], Colonial-
ism [in Namibia], and
Apartheid [in South Af-
rica]’. The fourth chap-
ter — Innovative
Domes-tic Initiatives —
is a checklist of Rajiv’s
rad-ial interest in tech-
nology missions, Zonal
Cultural Centres and
Apna Utsavs, Island De-
velopment Authority,
drought-proofing and
the economy.

The concluding
fifth chapter is on the
Panchayat(i) Raj initia-
tive. Mani’s untiring ef-

forts as India’s first ever
cabinet minister for
panchayat raj and as
chairman of the Expert
Committee on the
Panchayats (2011-13)
reached its apogee when
the committee produced
a five-volume report. He
dubs i t ‘an
E n c y c l o p a e d i a
Panchayatica.’ To Mani’s
chagrin, that report now
“moulders in forgotten
cupboards”, ignored by
Modi’s government.

Mani tried to bring
the panchayats centre
stage. Instead, in 2013,
Mani was eased off-
stage by Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi.  To
Pakistanis, Mani’s com-

ments about Pa----kistan
will be of primary inter-
est. He de--als openly
with Operation
Brasstacks, lau-n-ched
with Rajiv’s approval
and conducted in 1986/
7. That provocative op-
eration — “bigger than
any Nato exercise — and
the biggest since World
War II” — took place on
“the vicinity of the Paki-
stan border, involving
half a million troops —
half the Indian Army
within a hundred miles
of Pakistani territory —
and the deployment of
Indian naval forces for
an amphibious naval trial
assault in the Korangi
creek that led from the

sea to Pakistan’s com-
mercial capital, Karachi”.

On January 28, 1987,
President Ziaul Haq re-
taliated smokelessly by
allowing Dr A.Q. Khan to
reveal to the Ind-ian
journ-alist Kuldip Nayar
that Pakistan had gone
nuclear. Na--yar (hoping
to earn more than kudos
for this explosive disclo-
sure) deliberately with-
held publication of this
till March 1, by which
time confrontation had
cooled to consultation.

Despite the flip-flop
cordiality between Rajiv
and Ziaul Haq (they met
at least six times), Mani
regards Rajiv’s ‘land-
mark.
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Food crisis looms large as flour
millers go on strike

Hales’ fireworks give Marvels thumping
victory over Falcons

DAMBULLA (INP):
Alex Hales scored a
swashbuckling half-
century and muscled
Galle Marvels to
thump Kandy Falcons
in the 14th match of
the Lanka Premier
League (LPL) 2024
here at Rangiri
Dambulla International
Stadium. Chasing a
daunting 188-run tar-
get, the Marvels
knocked the winning
runs on the second
delivery of the final
over when Bhanuka
Rajapaksa smashed
Ramesh Mendis for a
boundary to lead his
side to an eight-wicket
victory.

Opening batter
Hales was the hero for
the Marvels as he

came out all guns blaz-
ing and set the platform
with belligerent hitting.

He smashed
seven fours and four
sixes on his way to an
unbeaten 86 off 55 de-
liveries and carried his
bat all the way through.

Alex Hales was
briefly supported by
skipper Niroshan
Dickwella (25) and
Tim Seifert (16) amid
his match-winning
knock. Rajapaksa ex-
tended notable support
with his brisk 46. His
26-ball knock featured
five boundaries and
two sixes. For the Fal-
cons, Andre Fletcher
and Wanindu
Hasaranga could pick
up a wicket each.

Earlier after being

put into bat first, the
Falcons registered
187/9 on the board,
courtesy of Fletcher’s
gutsy half-century.

Fletcher, along-
side in-form Dinesh
Chandimal, gave the
Falcons a solid start
with a quickfire 54-run
partnership but the
latter’s dismissal in the
fifth over dented the
momentum.

Chandimal looked
in sublime touch amid
his blistering cameo of
32. He conceded only
14 balls and hit five
boundaries including
three sixes.

Fletcher fought
hard for the Falcons
with a valiant 69 off
43 balls, laced up with
10 boundaries includ-

ing four sixes.
He was briefly

supported by Angelo
Mathews (29) while
Ramesh Mendis (28)
bolstered the Falcons’
total after his dis-
missal.

P r a b a t h
Jayasuriya was the
pick of the bowlers for
the Marvels with 3/30
in his four overs, fol-
lowed by Dwaine
Pretorius, who
claimed two wickets.
The eight-wicket vic-
tory solidified Galle
Marvels’ grip at the
second spot in the LPL
2024 standings with
eight points in six
matches while Kandy
Falcons sank to the
bottom with four points
in as many matches.

LAHORE, July 11 (INP):
The flour mills were
eventually shut down
on Thursday for an in-
definite period in vari-
ous parts of the country
after the government
failed to redress con-
cerns of the Pakistan
Flour Mills Association
(PFMA) against imposi-
tion of withholding tax
on the flour, says in me-
dia reports.

According to the
PFMA, more than 1500
flour mills have halted
wheat washing and flour
supply followed by re-
cent announcement of
taking to strikes if its de-
mand of uncapping the
withholding tax on the
flour.

It further said that
small scale flour dealers

were also joining the cho-
rus of millers in lodging
their protest against the
government. In line with
PFA's

orders, as many as
73 flour mills in
Gujranwala and more
than 60 mills in Multan
ceased their operations.

PFMA spokesper-
son said that closure of
flour mills would result in
suspension of supply of
200,000 flour bags per
day. Besides, millers in
Faisalabad,

Khushab, Peshawar
and Quetta also complied
with instructions of
PMFA by locking their
mills. Food crisis in the
offing as flour millers an-
nounce nationwide shut-
down

The Pakistan Flour

Mills Association
(PFMA) on Wednesday
announced strike
against imposition of
withholding tax by shut-
ting down the mills for an
indefinite

period.  PFMA
Punjab Chairman Asim
Raza announced the de-
cision of closure of flour
mills, saying imposing
tax on flour was unfath-
omable and unaccept-
able as it

was an essential ed-
ible item used in every
household of the coun-
try.

He said the flour mill-
ers would never become
tax agents for the Federal
Board of Revenue
(FBR).

According to
sources, wheat washing

in more than 1,500 flour
mills of the country has
been halted. Flour pack-
ing and supply will also
be stopped from July 11.

PFMA Central
Chairman Chaudhry Amir
Abdullah had an-
nounced suspension of
flour mills' operations af-
ter persistent deadlock
with the government for
not lifting the withhold-
ing tax on the flour.

"Instead of taxing
the common man’s roti,
the government should
announce withdrawal of
this unnecessary with-
holding tax," he said. He
lambasted the FBR for
being unable to meet
grinding tax targets and
leaving the masses bur-
dened with excessive
taxes.

Capital admin bans religious
sermons by 27 key Islamic

scholars for Muharram security
ISLAMANAD (INP):
To ensure security dur-
ing Muharram-ul-
Haram, the Islamabad
administration banned
religious speeches and
sermons by Islamic

scholars from dif-

ferent schools of thought
within the city on Thurs-
day.  According to media
reports, the administra-
tion has imposed restric-
tions on a total of 27
scholars following the
recommendations of the

Islamabad police.
As per the channel

report, the ban includes
prominent figures such
as Maulana Abdul Aziz,
Maulana Abdul Razzaq,
Qari Waseem Abbasi,
Rizwan Saifi, Allama

James Anderson endures the
beginning of his end

LONDON (INP):  They
came to praise James
Anderson. And to bury
him. In their thousands,
marching down the
Wellington Road for one
final curtain-call at the
venue where it all began,
21 years earlier, and in
the midst of an entirely
different epoch.

How many ways do
you want to dice the dif-
ferences between that
Test match and this?
Anderson's debut,
against Zimbabwe in
2003, came in a time be-
fore smartphones, before
social media.

Before Twenty20
cricket and the fragmen-
tation of the interna-
tional game. Before ex-
actly 100 subsequent
England Test debutants:
two of whom had not
even been born when he
bowled his first ball (or,
in Rehan Ahmed's case,
his first 1,658 balls), and
the last two of whom
(the day's other main
man, Gus Atkinson, in-
cluded) were conferred
before the start of play
today.

It was a time, too,
before the onset of
mawkish multi-media
montages, such as the
one voiced by
Anderson's first Test
captain,  Nasser
Hussain. Entitled "Dear
Jimmy", it was pumped
out over the big screens
at Lord's, moments be-
fore the national an-
thems, as the man to
whom it was addressed
chewed his bottom lip at
the top of the pavilion
steps, visibly yearning
for his safe space out in
the middle of the pitch.

"You were there at
our greatest and there at
our lowest, so it's time
to thank you," Hussain
intoned, as snippets of
an indomitable career
danced out on a still-
gloomy morning, in a bid
to transform Lord's into
the sort of hub of senti-
mentality that Centre
Court had been for
Andy Murray only six
days earlier.

"Now and for ever,
you are England
cricket." It's perhaps not
surprising, in the circum-
stances, that his per-
sonal contribution to the
occasion could not
come out on top.

"I don't particularly
like fuss," Anderson ad-
mitted in his pre-Test
press conference, when
explicitly asked how
"awkward" he was
about to find this week -
the subtext of the ex-
change being that the
answer could already be
taken as read.

 With his family

lined up on the northern-
most wing of the pavil-
ion, up popped another
opportunity for
Anderson's Adam's
Apple to wobble as his
daughters rang the five-
minute bell. Needless to
say, neither Lola nor
Ruby had been around
for his debut either.

And so to the action
itself. It was pretty, it was
safe. It contained, within
a tidy 10.4-3-26-1 analy-
sis, echoes of Anderson's
greatness, in particular
that economy of effort in
his sparse, pared-down
action.

But not for the first
time in recent months,
there was a sense too of
a lack of danger - a re-
treat from enterprise
even, as he dragged his
length back after a nine-
run opening over and
buzzed unthreateningly

around the splices of
Kraigg Brathwaite and
Mikyle Louis, whose
status as the first West
Indian Test cricketer
from the island of St Kitts
marked a beginning of
history, even as the end
of history l ined up
against him. But that
over in itself had been a
weird old vibe.

W h e r e a s
Edgbaston or
Headingley would have
been climbing the walls
in anticipation of Ander-
son revving up his mo-
tor for one last push, the
Lord's response was al-
most a surfeit of rever-
ence.

Centre Court was
channelled once more as
pin-drop silence greeted
his first ball, then a de-
flated exhale of commis-
eration as Louis fenced
the third ball of his own

Test career down
through the gully for
four, before blazing his
fourth with contemptu-
ous poise through the
covers. Brathwaite's ad-
vice before their en-
tanglement had been to
watch the ball closely,
and "stay still".

 His partner could
scarcely have heeded
him more acutely.

It was, in fact, the
most expensive first over
of a Lord's Test since
2006, and dimly reminis-
cent of Anderson's own
misleadingly profligate
display three years be-
fore that, when Hussain
had placed too much
faith in the outswinger
that had so impressed
him at the 2003 World
Cup, and forgot to offer
him protection on the
leg-side for a 17-run
opening gambit.
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ECP issues arrest warrant of Fawad
Chaudhry in contempt case

Heavy rains, flooding predicted in Punjab:
PDMA issues fresh alert

PM directs to remove obstacles in
customs operations

Govt to reduce electricity prices by intensifying
anti-theft campaigns: Awais Leghari

Minister hands over apartment keys to
1-16/3 allottees

LAHORE (INP): The Provin-
cial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) of Punjab
has forecast heavy rains across
most districts of Punjab, with
the monsoon spell expected to
continue until July 15.

The PDMA spokesperson
announced that rains accom-
panied by strong winds and
thunder are anticipated
throughout the province.

The PDMA has warned of
a significant risk of urban flood-
ing in major cities, including
Lahore, Sialkot, Narowal, and
Gujranwala. Additionally,
Faisalabad and Rawalpindi are
also at risk of experiencing ur-
ban flooding due to the heavy
rainfall.

Despite the expected
downpour, the flow of water
in the rivers of Punjab remains
normal. The PDMA confirmed
that the water levels in the
Indus, Chenab, Ravi, Jhelum,
and Sutlej rivers are currently
stable.

PDMA Director General
Irfan Ali Kathia has instructed
all the agencies concerned to
remain on high alert and en-
sure the safety of residents. He
emphasized the importance of
completing advance arrange-
ments, particularly in larger cit-
ies, to mitigate the potential
impact of the heavy rains.

The PDMA advises resi-
dents to stay informed about
weather updates and take nec-

essary precautions, especially
in flood-prone areas.

The Met Department has
forecast heavy rain in several
parts of the country today,
bringing relief from the intense
heat. Rain is expected in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the
Potohar region, upper Punjab,
and northeast Balochistan.

The capital city, Islamabad,
is expected to experience
partly cloudy conditions with a
likelihood of rain in and around
the city. The department also
said the next spell of monsoon
rains in Karachi is anticipated
to begin after July 20. The
weather office has forecast
partly cloudy, hot, and humid
weather for the city.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) on Thursday issued
a bailable arrest warrant to
former federal minister Fawad
Chaudhry in the (ECP) con-
tempt case.

A four-member commis-
sion, headed by ECP member
Nisar Durrani, heard the con-
tempt of ECP case against
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder Imran Khan and
Fawad Chaudhry.

Imran Khan and Fawad
Chaudhry's counsel absent

Imran Khan’s counsel
Shoaib Shaheen’s assistant
counsel appeared before the
court during the hearing and in-
formed the court about Shoaib
Shaheen’s presence in the
Islamabad High Court (IHC).

ECP member Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa inquired from
assistant counsel that wasn’t
this case was crucial and did
he possess legal licence.

ECP deputy director law
stated that the last hearing of
this case was held in January
but the high court prohibited it
from issuing final verdict on this
case, however, proceedings
could be done.

PTI founder's counsel said

the ECP could allow virtual
appearance of respondents
during the hearing.

ECP inquired about the vir-
tual appearance of the respon-
dent through video link. ECP
members remarked that re-
spondent appearance was nec-
essary in criminal cases but not
in civil cases.

Court can allow virtual
appearance of respondents

PTI founder's assistant
counsel stated that technology
could be utilised in cases and
the court might allow virtual
appearance.

ECP Sindh members in-
quired about Fawad Chaudhry
and his lawyer. Fawad
Chaudhry’s lawyer’s assistant
lawyer Faisal Chaudhry in-
formed that Fawad
Chaudhry’s counsel was also
present in the IHC like Shoaib
Shaheen.

ECP issued a bailable ar-
rest warrant to Fawad
Chaudhry on continuous ab-
sence in the hearing.

ECP members stated that
Fawad Chaudhry was not in
jail, an arrest warrant could be
issued against him. Absence of
lawyer could be acceptable but
where was Fawad Chaudhry,

verdict must be issued on
Fawad Chaudhry’s matter.

Assistant counsel stated
that Fawad Chaudhry’s case
was ongoing in high court and
their cases were challenged in
the high court.

ECP is independent, not
subordinate to anyone

The ECP member re-
sponded that Fawad
Chaudhry’s appearance in the
high court was not necessary;
however, the ECP commission
was independent and not sub-
ordinate to anyone.

Consequently, ECP issued
the bailable arrest warrant to
Fawad Chaudhry adjourning
the case hearing until August
7. It is pertinent to note that
cases of ECP and CEC con-
tempt against Imran Khan and
Fawad Chaudhry were fixed
for hearing on June 20.

Imran Khan and Fawad
Chaudhry were indicted in the
ECP contempt case on Janu-
ary 3.

It is worth noting that ECP
issued notice to Imran Khan
and Fawad Chaudhry in Au-
gust 2022 for levelling allega-
tions on CEC and ECP during
public gatherings and TV in-
terviews.

Election Tribunal Orders Submission of
Forms 45, 46, and 47 in NA-46 rigging case

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Election Tribunal has directed
the Returning Officer to sub-
mit Forms 45, 46, and 47 in the
alleged rigging case of NA-46.

The Islamabad High
Court's Election Tribunal, pre-
sided over by Justice Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri, heard the
election petition filed by PTI
candidate Amir

Mughal against Anjum
Aqeel Khan concerning al-
leged rigging in NA-46.

During the hearing, the
Election Commission's lawyer
stated that they had submitted
Forms 45, 46, and 47 but had

not received copies of the pe-
titions.

The court instructed the
petitioner to provide copies to
the Election Commission and
ordered the Returning Officer
to submit the necessary forms.
The Returning Officer’s law-
yer requested additional time,
citing that he was added to the
case only the previous day.

Anjum Aqeel Khan argued
that Amir Mughal’s petition
was inadmissible as it did not
meet the necessary require-
ments.

The court asked Amir
Mughal's lawyer to respond to

Anjum Aqeel Khan's objection
and inquired about the date of
the gazette notification con-
firming Anjum Aqeel Khan's
victory. Amir Mughal's lawyer
stated that the notification was
issued on February 19,

while the Election
Commission's lawyer con-
tended it was

dated February 13, mak-
ing Amir Mughal’s petition late.
Justice Tariq Mehmood
Jahangiri remarked that the
case would be decided accord-
ing to the law and

adjourned the hearing un-
til July 22, after Muharram. ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal

Minister for Housing and
Works Mian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada on Thursday handed
over the keys to the allottees
of the I-16/3 apartments in a
ceremony held here at the
project site.

Speaking on the occasion,
the minister appreciated the
efforts of Pakistan Housing
Authority (PHA)

officials for the successful
completion of the project and
for carrying out the best con-
struction work for the apart-
ments.

Mian Riaz Pirzada ex-
pressed concern over the
shortage of housing in the
country and directed PHA’s
Foundation management to
start work on launching more
housing projects to provide
shelter to lower-income

groups.
He said that providing

quality and affordable housing
to federal government employ-
ees was the priority of the gov-
ernment and hoped that the is-
sue of govt employee’s plots
and apartments would be re-
solved by September 2024.

The minister directed the
PHA foundation officials to
complete the plantation of trees
at the site and made arrange-
ments for the supply of daily-
use items in the newly grow-
ing residential area.

On the occasion, the Chief
Executive Officer of PHA
Foundation Shahid Hussain
briefed the minister that PHAF
had formally launched the
Multi Stories project on 17
acres of land provided by the
Capital Development Author-
ity in 2015.

He briefed that the project
consisted of 672 sq feet of B-
type and 912 sq feet of E-type
apartments for the general pub-
lic and federal government
employees.

Moreover, he briefed that
possession of 1063 apartments
had been handed over to the
owners while 33 families had
been shifted.

The project has 51 com-
mercial shops of which 23 had
been sold through an open auc-
tion, he said and added that the
project has also 462 parking
sites of 290 sq ft for B type
and 172 sq ft for E type and
was offered on a first come
first served basis on the pay-
ment of Rs 395,000.

The CEO informed that
247 parking had been sold
while the process of 115 was
remaining.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
directed to remove all unnec-
essary obstacles in customs
operations.

He issued these directives
while chairing a meeting in
Islamabad on Thursday to re-
view matters related Pakistan
Customs and Federal Board of
Revenue.

The Prime Minister said
Customs Department is the
backbone of Pakistan's
economy and stressed to uti-
lize modern technology, artifi-
cial intelligence and

latest tools for full en-
forcement of customs duties.

He further instructed es-
tablishment of Project Man-
agement Unit immediately for
ongoing project regarding re-
forms in the customs system.

Shehbaz Sharif said all is-
sues related to mis-invoicing
should also be resolved, while

under-invoicing should be abol-
ished for protection of
Pakistan's industries and prod-
ucts. He directed the con-
cerned authorities to apprise
about the details of revenue
collection through enforce-
ment.

The Prime Minister said a
regulatory framework for ship-
ping sector operations should
be put in place, while a third-
party audit of Customs' web-
based One Customs
(WeBOC) system should also
be conducted.

About Federal Board of
Revenue, the Prime Minister
said reforms in the Federal
Board of Revenue and its com-
plete digitization are inevitable
for our economic survival. He
said all ongoing reforms and
digitization projects in the FBR
should be brought under one
umbrella.

Shehbaz Sharif directed

that a third-party audit of on-
going reform projects in FBR
and other institutions should be
ensured at all levels.

The meeting was informed
that Pakistan Customs has
been completely shifted on a
sophisticated automation sys-
tem. It was further informed
that services of experts of in-
ternationally repute have been
hired for reforms in customs
system and these reforms will
result in a new system that will
be based on the latest artificial
intelligence.

The meeting was apprised
that 72.4 percent of imports
and exports were cleared
through Green Channel during
the year 2023-24. Pakistan
Customs earned an additional
revenue of 240 billion rupees
in the previous financial year
through valuation controls,
which is 80 percent more than
the previous year.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Minister
for Power Division Sardar Awais
Ahmad Khan Leghari has ap-
prised the National Assembly
Standing Committee on Energy
(Power Division) that the Power
Division was making concerted
efforts to reduce the price of
electricity by intensifying anti-
theft campaigns and reducing
line losses. The committee
which met with Muhammad
Idress in the Chair and was at-
tended by MNAs; Dr. Tariq
Fazal Chaudhary, Raja Qamer ul
Islam, Chaudhry Naseer Ahmed
Abbas, Rana Muhammad Hayat
Khan, Khurshid Ahmed Junejo,
Syed Waseem Hussain, Junaid
Akbar, Malik Anwar Taj, Sher
Ali Arbab, Haji Imtiaz Ahmed
Chaudhry, Ali Afzal Sahi and

Muhammad Iqbal Khan. The
senior officers from Ministry of
Energy (Power Division) and its
attached departments also at-
tended the meeting

The Secretary, Ministry of
Energy (Power Division) briefed
the Committee on working and
performance of the Ministry
and its attached departments.
The Secretary informed that the
Power Division dealt with the
matters relating to development
of power resources of the coun-
try, electric utilities, liaison with
international engineering orga-
nization in power sector, fed-
eral agencies and institutions for
promotion of special studies in
power sector etc.

He further apprised that the
Ministry had plans for develop-

ment of large scale alternative
renewable energy (ARE)
projects including hydro power
projects, local manufacturing of
solar panels and solarization of
agriculture tube-wells.

Discussing the matter
raised by Muhammad Iqbal re-
garding the disconnection,
over-billing and unannounced
load shedding of electricity in
erstwhile FATA, the Minister for
Power Division apprised the
Committee that subsidy of Rs
65 billion has been granted to
the erstwhile FATA in the cur-
rent budget. The Committee di-
rected the Peshawar Electric
Supply Company to give de-
tailed briefing on the said mat-
ter in the next meeting of the
Committee.

ISLAMABAD:  Chief Minister Balochistan , Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti, called on President Asif Ali
Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta Division Muhammad Hamza Shafqaat addressing on Ullam Worship
“Role on Ulema in Polio Eradication” organized by Pakistan Polio Ulema Committee, Rotary International.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in a group photo with Speakers of
Punjab, Sindh, KPK and Balochistan Assemblies along with Speaker of AJ&K and GB Assembly in
Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairing a meeting to discuss the matters
related to the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR).


