First Digital Print Daily of Balochistan

UETTA

Rs.10.00, VOL.VI:No:28

OICE

Editor: Asim Khan

Sunday,July,14,2024

dquettavoice@gmail.com

FC Driver
Killed in Quetta
Roadside Blast

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In
Quetta’s Akhtarabad
area near the Northern
b a Frontier Corps
(FC) driver lost his life in
a roadside explosion on
Saturday, as confirmed
by rescue officials.

Muhammad
Zeeshan, the Edhi
Foundation’s in-charge,
informed
quettavoice.com that an
FC vehicle was on
routine patrol when the
explosion oceurred,
resulting in the driver
being critically injured.
He was rushed to the
Bolan Medical Complex
Hospital but succumbed
tohii injuries.

Zeeshan, referenc-
ing information from
Quetta police, reported
that the blast was
caused by approximately
four kilograms of
explosives.

Following the
incident, a large number
of police officers, bomb
disposal squad members,
and FC personnel
quickly arrived at the
scene and secured the
area for further investi-
gation.

Release from jail remains elusive as Imran, Bushra ‘arrested’

in new case after Iddat conviction overturned

NEWS DESK: A pos-
sible release from prison re-
mained elusive for former
prime minister Imran Khan
and his spouse Bushra Bibi
on Saturday as the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB)arrested them ina new
Toshakhana case hours af-
ter they were acquitted by
an Islamabad court in the
Iddat case.

NAB Deputy Director
Mohsin Haroon confirmed
while talking to Dawn.com
that Imran and Bushra Bibi
were arrested in a fresh
Toshakhana case. “They
have been dncstcd inanew
Toshakhana case,” he said.

Earlier, an Islamabad
district and sessions court
accepted the appeals filed by
Imran and his spouse
against their conviction in
the Iddat case, clearing the
last existing legal case at the
time keeping the PTI founder

His sentences in the
two Toshakhana cases were
suspended while he was ac-
quitted by the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) in the ci-
pher case. Various courts
have also acquitted him in
several other cases filed
against him since the events
of May 9, 2023 — the day
when his first arrest had
caused riots across the
country, following which the
state launched a crackdown
against him and his party.

The IHC in May also
approved Imran’s bail appli-
cation in the 190 million
pound corruption case, say-
ing that the investigation
into the matter was complete
and the PTI founder’s “‘con-
tinued incarceration” would
not serve any purpose.

However, a Lahore anti-
terrorism court on Tuesday
dismissed Imran’s pre-arrest

bail petitions in three cases
related to the May 9 riots.
The couple was con-
victed in the Iddat case on
February 3 — days before the
general elections — on a
complaint filed by Bushra
Bibi’s ex-husband, Khawar
Fareed Mancka, who alleged
that they contracted mar-
riage during the former first
lady’s Iddat period. Senior
civil judge Qudratullah had
sentenced the ex-premier and
his spouse to seven years in
jail and imposed a Rs500,000

society, women activists and
lawyers. The verdict had co-
incided with the Toshakhana
and cipher case sentences.
Previously, District and
Sessions Judge (DSJ)
Shahrukh Arjumand was
hearing the case and had re-
served the verdict in May.
However, on the day of its

expected announcement, he
sought a transfer of the case,
citing Maneka’s request for
recusal from hearing the ap-
peals. Subsequently, the
case was transferred to the
court of Additional DSJ
Afzal Majoka. Last month,
ADS] Majoka had rejected
another set of pleas filed by
Imran and his wife seeking
the suspension of their sen-
tences. ADSJ Majoka an-
nounced the judgment today
at 3pm after reserving the
verdict earlier in the day.
After accepting their
appeals, the judge said: “If
they are not wanted in any
other case, then PTI founder
Imran Khan and Bushra Bibi
should be released [from jail]
immediately.” Earlier today, a
pair of applications was filed
by Maneka — one was to
carry out the medical

QUETTA: Ahigh-level
‘meeting focused on peace
and security in Balochistan
was held following a
roadside blast in Quetta’s
Akhtarabad area, which
claimed the life ofa Frontier
Corps driver.

The meeting, chaired
by the Home Minister Mir
Ziaullah Langove, saw the
participation of Provincial
Ministers Mir Shoaib
Noshirwani and Bakht
Mohammad Kakar, along-
side senior officials
including IG Police Abdul
Khaliq Sheikh, Commis-
sioner Hamza Shafgat, DG
Levies Naseebullah Kakar,
and DIGCTD Aitzaz
Goraya,

Officials provideda
detailed briefing on the
current peace and security
situation in Quetta. They
reported incidents where

High-Level Meeting on
Peace and Security in
Quetta Following Blast

Our Reporter:

vigilant against maske
miscreants who may be
targeting government
property and forces during
protest lome Minister
Mirziaullah Langove
highlighted the
government’s continuous
efforts to address the
protestors’ concerns and
called for peaceful protests.
Minister Noshirwani
reaffirmed the

a
damaged government
properties, CCTV cameras,
and police vehicles. They
were referring to protest
demonstrations staged by
the Baloch Yekjehti
Committee for the recovery
of Zaheer Baloch.

The meeting partici-
pants reiterated the
government’s commitment
fo negotiations and
discussions, emphasizing
the importance of coopera-
tion with protestors. They
stated that all avenues for
dialogue remain open and
condemned the recent
attack on a security forces
vehicle in Quetta.

The officials acknowl-
edged the sacrifices made
by security forces in the
fight against terrorism and

checkup of Bushra Bibi, his
ex-wife.

urged demonstrators to be

s openness to
dialogue and negotiations
to resolve issues within the
bounds of the law. He also
noted that the government
had already made signifi-
cant efforts to engage with
protestors, including the
release of five arrested
women on the same day of
their arrest as instructed by
the Chief Minister of
Balochistan.

1G Police Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh urged protestors to
cooperate with police and
maintain peace and order.
He warned that any
attempts to sabotage peace
would be met with legal
action and requested the
public not to partake in
conspiracies aimed at
disrupting peace, espe-
cially during the sacred
month of Muharram.

IHC to hear plea against ISI’s call
interception powers

SLAMABAD/
LAHORE The Islamabad
High Court (THC) on Friday
admitted a petition for regu-
lar hearing filed by six Paki-
stan Bar Council (PBC) mem-
bers challenging the federal
government’s decision to
empower the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) to intercept
calls and messages.

The petitioners —
Shafgat Mehmood Chauhan,
Abid Shahid Zuberi,
Chaudhry Ishtiaq Ahmed
Khan, Munir Ahmed Kakar,

Tahir Fraz Abbasi, and Abid
Saqi —argued that the noti-
Fcation dated July , 2024, is

calls have not been framed under the
Telecom Act of 1996, despite the federal
government’s admission of the same.

Hea ith asimilar situ-

ultra vires the C
and the Pakistan Tclcwm-
munication
Organisation) Act, 1996,
They contended that wirg
tapping or intercepting calls
could only be made after due
process was followed, as

rescribed under the Fair
Trial Act, 2013.

Advocate  Zuberi

pointed out that the rules for
interception and wiretapping

ation in 1‘)98 which led to the Supreme
Court’s ]udgcmcnl in the case of Benazir
Bhutto and others vs. the President of Paki-
stan and others. The court sought a report
from the respondent authorities and ad-
journed further hearing till a date to be fixed
by the registrar’s office.

The federal government had authorised
the ISI to intercept calls and messages
thruu?] a statutory regulatory order (SRO)
issued on July 8, citing national security
concerns. NEWS DESK.
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Govt to review SC reserved seats verdict

before instituting legal challenge

ISLAMABAD: The government has
decided to consult legal experts and care-
fully examine the Supreme Court’s judge-
ment that declared the Pakistan Tehreek:
Insaf (PTI) eligible to receive reserved seat
before rushing to challenge it.

“We have decided to file a review peti-
tion after seeking legal guidance and going
through the judgement of the apex court,”
said Adviser to the Prime Minister on Politi-
cal Affairs and Inter-Provincial Coordina-
tion Rana Sanaullah at a press conference
on Friday.

“The government will carefully review
the details of the Supreme Court’s judge-
ment on reserved seats before determining
its next move,” he added.

The adviser made it clear that the deci-
sion to seek a review of the verdict lies with
the cabinet. Also, federal Minister for Law
and Justice Azam Nazeer Tarar, when asked
at a separate presser, said it was a preroga-
tive of the federal cabinet and not a minister
to decide about challenging the SC ruling.

Regarding PTI’s stance, he said, “PTI
never claimed the reserved seats. If the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP) misin-
terpreted the ruling, PTI could have inter-
preted it correctly. Even if PTI has made a
mistake, the court must rectify it.”

He was of the opinion that the ruling
did not favour the SIC whose petition was
not accepted. He believed that members
who joined the SIC by giving an affidavit
could be de-seated by the ECP if they would
join any other party. He warned that allow-
ing members who joined one party under

anaffidavit toswitch parties
could lead to further legal
complications.
Explaining the case, he
said that some individuals
participated in the general
clections as independent
candidates and, after wi
ning, provided formal affida-
vits within three days, as per

where this decision was up-
held, and subsequently
went to the Supreme Court.

“We hold the courts
andjudges in utmost esteem.
They are the best at what
they do. Judges have sworn
to protect the Constitution;
rewriting it contravenes this
oath,” he added.

the C and law, to
join the SIC.

He added that the SIC
requested for reserved
seats, but the ECP main-
tained that since the SIC did
not participate in the el
tion as a party, these seats
could not be allocated to
them. The SIC then appealed
to the Peshawar High Court,

that the pri-
mary agenda of the current
government was to steer the
country out of economic cri-
sis, the adviser said the gor
ernment was open to politi-
cal dialogue that the PTI had
initially refused. The PM had
extended an offer for talks
during the budget session,
he said. NEWS DESK.

Parliament, not courts, should ‘rewrite’
Constitution: Khawaja Asif

NEWS DESK: Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) leader and De-
fence Minister Khawaja Asif on Saturday
announced that the party will consult its
allies before filing an appeal against the
Supreme Court's decision on reserved
seats.

Speaking at a press conference in
Sialkot, Asif criticised the judiciary for
its boundaries.
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He emphasised that rewriting the Con-
stitution is the prerogative of parliament,
not the courts.

Asif stated that the Constitution was
created and amended by parliament, and
any future amendments will also be
handled by the legislative body.

Asif questioned the Supreme Court's
ruling to grant relief to a petitioner who
did not even approach the court.

The defence minister highlighted the
importance of consulting allied parties be-
fore proceeding with the appeal.

A decision will be made
in parliament on Monday
regarding whether to chal-
lenge the ruling.

Asif also commented
on the state of the judi-

.f’J._@

ciary,

noting that Pakistan's
judiciary ranks 134th glo-
bally and lamented the lack
of efforts to improve this
standing.
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olarization Project: A Beacon o
Hope for Balochistan’s Agriculture

Editorial:

ignificant stride towards sustainable development, Prime Minister
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif has launched a visionary project to solarize nearly

Solarization in Balochistan: A Boon or a Looming Crisis

Syed Ali Shah:

!n a significant stride
towards sustainable de-
velopment, Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif has launched a
visionary project to so-
larize nearly 28,000 agri-
cultural tube wells in
Balochistan. While this

28,000 agricultural tube wells in This. initiative,
executed in collaboration between the federal and Balochistan governments,
‘marks a pivotal moment in the provinee’s agricultural landscape. By transitioning
electric tube wells to solar power, the project ensures a consistent and sustain-
able water supply for farmers, heralding a new era of agricultural productivity
and economic growth.

The 55 billion rupee project, with 70% financing from the federal govern-
ment and 30% from the Balochistan government, is not just a testament to
intergovernmental cooperation but also a commitment to merit-based develop-
ment. Prime Minister Sharif has set an ambitious three-month deadline for the
completion of the solarization process, emphasizing the urgency and impor-
tance of this initiative.

Solar-powered tube wells promise a reliable water supply throughout the
day, addressing the long-standing issue of limited electricity availability, which
has prevlously restricted water access to a mere 2 to 6 hours per day despite
substantial federal subsidies. This transformation will significantly enhance
agricultural productivity, expand arable land, and ultimately improve the liveli-
hoods of Balochistan’s farmers.

During the signing ceremony in Quetta, Prime Minister Sharif highlighted

the and cconon of solar energy, reaffirming the

government’s dedi i ble energy sources

This. pro]cct thc federal ’s unwavering support for
amodel of and commit-

ment to addressing the province’s unique challenges.
oreover, the Prime Minister’s announcement of additional initiatives,
including substantial quotas for Balochistan students in vocational training
programs in China and the establishment of Danish schools in the province,
reflects a comprehensive approach to uplift Balochistan. By investing in edu-
cation and skill development, the government aims to empower the youth,
fostering a generation capable of driving the province’s future growth and
prosperity.
Addressing Balochistan’s provincial cabinet, Prime Minister Sharif called
for collective efforts to alleviate deprivations and promote the province’s de-
velopment. His message was clear: the path to progress lies in merit-based
initiatives and inclusive development strategies that leave no one behind.
The solarization project is more than just an infrastructure upgrade; it is a
beacon of hope for Balochistan’s agriculiural sector. It represents a commit-
‘ment to sustainable practices, economic empowerment, and the promotion of
merit in developmental endeavors. As the project unfolds, it promises to pave
the way for a brighter future for the province’s farmers and youth, setting a
precedent for other regions to follow.
ion, the solarization of agricultural tube wells in Balochman is
nd

collaboration. It is a shining example of how targeted, well- pldnncd interven-
tions can drive significant positive change, offering hope and prosperity to
those who need it most.

Befits the bill

By Shahzad Sharjeel:

o sues them a letter of hamlets across the coun-
ETH‘”YI""”"““"‘ support. The surest way try incurring infrastruc-
decrease, and natural of getting rid of these ture costs running into

as outages and elec-  bleeding-heart patriots hundreds of millions, line
tricity loadshedding will  is to ask them to deposit losses, and theft? Rural
continue until we hold a letter of guarantee areas have as much right
ourselves and all state worth onlyamilliondol- to essential amenities as
and government compo-  lars. anyone in the country,
nents accountable. The Returning to the but how come everyone
right questions, policies, latest superhero to the plays along as if free
and priorities will make rescue, after you get lunches exist? These
Pakistan sustainable. We  over his chutzpah, one schemes are aimed at get-
can’t rob the coming wants toask, ‘Really! K-  ting votes. The constitu-
generauone of their fu- ctric? The same en- ents believe they elect
tity that Shanghai Elec- their representatives to
" Not a day passes tric could not buy?’ He get subsidised, if not
without a new saviour would buy it and run it free, electricity, |eachmg
appearing on the hori- like a soup kitchen. jobs, transfers and
zon, promising the moon. We are not asking postings, and to sort out
A litany of snake oil the right questions matters with the local po-
salesmen is peddling ‘to  about power woes. lice.
pay or not to pay elec- legislator’s To cut to the chase,
tricity bills’ as the exis- speech is also making we behave silly because
tential question. A do- the rounds. The MNA it suits us. We have not
gooder is making bids raves and rants about asked the questions that
for K-Electric through ‘bias’ against Sindh, we should have, for in-
video shorts. All that which causes 18-hour- ~ stance, “why does my vil-
stands between long- long power outages. The  lage have to get electric-
suffering Karachiites legislator is alsolivid at ity from the national
and an affordable and the buck being passed grid?” ‘Why can’t more
reliable power supply is to the masses for elec- localised solutions like
for someone to tell him tricity theft and non- run-of-river, small hydro
how power companies payment of bills. Such generation., an
are acquired, he pro- bravado is possible be- renewables like wind and
claims, cause we are all accom- solar energy be used?
Many an adviser to plices in allowing the Why should K-Electric
the Ministry of Finance situation to cometo this. be allowed to keep its
can regale you with sto- Who does not generation plants idle and
ries of shysters willingto ~ know ofrural electrifica- demand the national grid
pay the entire national tion schemes for provide cheaper hydro
debt if the ministry is- sparsely populated units?

3

ive initiative
marks a pl\'ulal ‘moment
in the provinee’s agricul-
tural landscape, it raises
two critical challenges
that must be addressed.

First, Balochistan is
prone to natural calami-
ties and is already bear-

of Balochistan. Will there
be check and balance
mechanisms to prevent
similar issues?

e 55 billion rupee
project, with 70% financ-
ing from the federal gov-
ernment and 30% from
the Balochistan govern-
‘ment, is not just a testa-
‘ment to intergovernmen-
tal cooperation but also
a commitment to merit-
based development.
Prime Minister Sharifhas
set an ambitious three-
month deadline for the
completion of the solar-
ization process, empha-
sizing the urgency and

tion will siy

of Danish

representsa

hance agricultural pro-
ductivity, expand arable
land, and ultimately im-
prove the livelihoods of
Balochistan’s farmers.
During the signing
ceremony in Quetta,
Prime Minister Sharif
highlighted the environ-
mental and economic ad-
vantages of solar energy,
reaffirming
government’s dedication
fo promoting renewable
energy sources nation-
wide. This project under-
scores the federal
government’s unwaver-
ing support for

ing the brunt of climate

global warm-
ing. Ifthcgruwm com-
munity pumps water
through solar panels 24/

=

of this initia-
tive.
Solar-powered tube
wells promise a reliable
water suppl;

the wa-
ter table could deplete
rapidly, posing a severe
threat. Has our govern-
ment analyzed this po-
tential risk? In the past,
subsidies on agricultural
tube wells have caused
depleting water tables in
Quetta and other parts

the day, addressing the
long-standing issue of
limited electricity avail-
ability, which has previ-
ously restricted water
access to a mere 2 to 6
hours per day despite
substantial federal sub-
sidies. This transforma-

’s develop-
ment, showcasing a
model of cooperation
and commitment to ad-
dressing the province’s
unique challenges.
Moreover, the Prime
Minister’s announce-
ment of additional initia-
tives, including substan-
tial quotas for
Balochistan students in
vocational training pro-
grams in China and the

schools in the provine,

to sustainable practices,

reflectsa
approach to uplift
Balochistan.

By investing in
education and skill de-
velopment, the govern-
ment aims to empower
the youth, fostering a
geneération capable of
driving the province’s

ture growth and pros-
perity.
Addressing
Balochistan’s provincial
cabinet, Prime Minister
Sharif called for collec-
tive efforts to alleviate
deprivations and pro-
mote the province’s de-
velopment. His message
was clear: the path to
progress lies in merit-
based initiatives and in-
clusive development
strategies that leave no

chind.

The solarization
project is more than just
an infrastructure up-
arade; it is a beacon of
hope for Balochistan’s
agricultural sector. It

and the promotion of
merit in developmental
endeavors. As
project unfolds, it prom-
ises to pave the way for
a brighter future for the
province’s farmers and
youth, setting a prece-
dent for other regions to
follow.

In conclusion, the
solarization of agricul-
tural tube wells in
Balochistan is a land-
mark initiative that em-
bodies the principles of
merit, sustainability, and
collaboration. However,
careful management is
essential toavoid poten-
tial negative impacts,
such as the depletion of
the underground water
table.

By addressing
these  challenges
pruacliwcly. the govern-

ment can ensure that this
initiative delivers on its
promise of lasting posi-
tive change.

Protecting KP’s glaciers

By Tariq Afghan:

£HE illegal cutting and
commercial exploitation
of glaciers within the re-
ir, Chitral,

Naran, and other parts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
pose a significant threat
to the ecological and cl
matic stability of the
province. These activi-
ties are in direct violation
of the environmental
protection statutes and
regulations governing
KP.

With over 7,000
known glaciers, Pakistan
forms the largest mass of
ice outside the polar re-
gions. Northern Paki-
stan, crisscrossed by the
Karakoram, Himalayan,
and Hindu Kush moun-
tain ranges, is a land-
scape carved out of ice
and rock. These glaciers
provide much-needed ir-
rigation to local commu-
nities, acting as the life-
blood of civilisation in
the north. Local commu-
nities have developed
intricate systems of ca-
nals to utilise glacier
meltwater for crop irriga-
tion.

However, climate
change has profoundly
affected Pakistan, lead-
ing to rapidly rising tem-
peratures and melting
snow, which cause mas-
ive flooding, deva
ing villages and leading
to frequent drownings.
Like many alpine areas
worldwide, glaciers in
Pakistan are receding.

s home to ap-
pmxmme]y 3,050 gla-
ciers, primarilylocated in
its northern regions.
These glaciers are cru-
cial for the region’s wa-
ter resources and eco-
logical balance. It has
come to light that certain
individuals and entities
are engaged in the
unauthorised extraction
and transportation of

glacier ice for
purposes, cutting gla-
ciers into large blocks.
This exploitation causes
the rapid depletion of
these critical natural re-
source:

Local sources re-
port that during the past
few years, especially
during Ramazan, 200 to
300 mini-trucks loaded
with ice blocks were
transported daily from
Upper Dir to other parts
of Dir, Bajaur, Malakand,
and even Mardan Dis-
trict.

The local popula-
tion remains largely un-
aware of the glaciers” i
portance to their area’s
ecological system.

Like many alpine ar-
cas worldwide, glaciers
in Pakistan are receding.

Tronically, despite
Pakistan’s obligations
under international envi-
ronmental laws, no spe-
cific legislation ad-
dresses glacier protec-
tion at the national or
provincial levels.

The Environmental
Protection Act of 199

e Khybe!
Pakhtunkhwa Environ-
mental Protection Act of
2014, and the Climate
Change Act of 2017 do
not mention glaciers.
This legal voidis alarm-
ing, given the critical role
glaciers play in the
region’s ecological and
climatic stability.
In2010, lawmakers
in Argentina passed the
world’s first national gla-
cier protection law, which
prohibits mining, indus-
trial activities, and other
harmful activities near
glaciers in the country, In
January 2024, the parlia-
ment of Tajikistan also
passed alaw for the pro-
tection of glaciers.

Keeping in view the
situation, Pakistan, espe-
cially the provincial as-
sembly of KP as well as

2N

the assembly
of Gilgit-Baltistan, needs
to pass glacier protection
and preservation laws
immediately to stop fur-
ther damage.

The unauthorised
cutting of glaciers con-
stitutes a clear violation
of environmental protec-
tion laws and regulations
in force within KP.

hese actions re-
quire immediate investi-
gation and enforcement
of the relevant legal pen-
alties against the perpe-
trators.

The depletion of
glaciers disrupts the frag-
ile ecological balance,
adversely affecting local
flora and fauna. The loss
of these glaciers under-
mines efforts to preserve
biodiversity and protect
endangered species
within these regions.
Glaciers playan essential
role in regulating Earth’s
climate by reflecting so-
lar radiation and main-
taining the global tem-
perature balance. The re-
duction of glacier mass
accelerates global warm-
ing and climate change,
leading to severe conse-
quences for weather pat-
terns, agricultural pro-
ductivity, and human
health.

These glaciers serve
as important

communities that de-
pend on this sector. Pa-
Kistan is a signatory to
the Paris Agreement and
several other interna-
tional laws on climate is-
sues and environmental
protection, which man-
date the protection of
our glacier reserves.

The United Nations
Framework Convention
on Climate Change,
along with its subse-
quent protocols and
agreements such as the
Kyoto Protocol and the
Paris Agreement, com-
mits parties to reduce
greenhouse gas emis-
sions and combat cli-
mate change, which di-
rectly impact glacier melt
and preservation.

Article 2 of the Paris
Agreement aims to limit
clobal warming to well
below two degrees Cel-
sius, with efforts to limit
the increase to 1.5°C, a
critical target for reduc-
ing the rate of glacier
melting.

The Convention on
Biological Diversity pro-
motes the conservation
of biological diversity,
the ;uslamablc use of its
components, and fair
and equitable sharing of
benefits arising from ge-
netic resources.

Article 8 of the CBD

programmes and strate-
gies to combat desertifi-
cation and promote sus-
tainable land manage-
ment practices.

The United Nations
2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development in-
cludes 17 SDGs, several
relevant to glacier pro-
tection. SDG 13 (climate
action) asks countries to
take urgent action to
combat climate change
and its impacts, which
includes the preserva-
tion of glaciers. SDG 15
(life on land) promotes
the sustainable manage-
ment of forests, combat-
ing desertification, halt-
ing and reversing land
degradation, and stop-
ping biodiversity loss,
indirectly supporting
glacier conservation.

The authorities
need to protect these
precious reserves of gla-
ciers and conduct a com-
prehensive investigation
into illegal gla
ting activities, identify-
ing and prosecuting
those responsible in ac-
cordance with the law.
They must strictly en-
force existing environ-
mental protection laws
and regulations to pre-
vent further illegal exploi-
tation of glaciers.
Launching awareness
i to educate

reservoirs. Their degra-
dation will result ina sig-
nificant decrease in wa-
ter availability for local
communities, agricultural
ncllvmee and Wl]dllfe

in-situ con-
servation, including pro-
tecting ecosystems and
natural habitats such as
glacier regions to main-
fain viable populations
of;pccm in their natu-
al

;ccunly and liv cllhuod;
The natural beauty and
unspoiled environment
of these regions attract a
substantial number of
tourists, contributing
significantly to the local
economy.

The destruction of
glaciers will adversely
affect tourism, leading to
economic losses for

The United Nations
Convention to Combat
Desertification ad-
dresses land degrada-
tion and desertification,
including protecting wa-
ter sources and glaciers
that contribute to re-
gional hydrological sta-
bility. Articles [0and 11
of the UNCCD focus on
national action

local communities and
stakeholders about the
long-term environmental
and economic conse-
quences of glacier deple-
tion is essential.

Furthermore, pro-
moting and supporting
sustainable practices
that ensure the conser-
vation and protection of
glaciers for future gen-
erations is crucial.

Both the KP and
federal governments are
under obligation to pass
laws for the protection
and preservation of gla-
ciers.

Expecting too much

By Shahid Kardar:

;‘ . haven’t been suffi- on motor vehicles and
L HE provinces have giengly aggressive in property — in the latter
become the favourite collecting taxes on in- alsoa capital gains tax
punching bag of comes derived fromag- ataxon deemed income’
Islamabad, donors and riculture (AIT) —mak- and now even excise
commentators. Theyare ing it worse by also duty.

being chastised for fail- treating land rented out S)mllarly, it has nar-

isa provincial tax under
the Constitution.

The federal demand
that the provinces rais
more revenues is some-
what bizarre.

There is certainly an
issue at the

of compliance for taxpay-
ers, causing increased
aggravation.

What is, however,
worrying is that instead
of correcting these
dnomallcs in tax struc-

ing to generate adequate  as agricultural income rowed down
resources to fund their or to make urban prop- options to exploit the full
constitutional responsi- erty tax more progres- potential of GST on ser-
bilities and provide so- sive and robust. How- vices. For instance, by

cial and economic ser- ever, they have made a what twisted logic can
vices, such as law and decent effort in recent Islamabad levy GST on
order, education, health, years to mobilise addi- the distribution of elec-
water and sanitation, etc. tional revenues by wid-  tricity, gas, etc treating
This article examines the ~ ening their base of GST  them as goods, and im-
fairness of this censure, on services. As for AIT, pose excise duties on fi-
without getting into the there are outlandish nancial services in lieu of
merits of the last NFC claimsabout whatcanbe GST that the provinces
Award that has given the ~ generated from the crop  could have levied, and

level of multiple reverue-
collecting authorities:
one agency collects GST
on services, one collects
property tax and motor
vehicle tax and one reg-
isters property transfers
and collects stamp duty.
Resultantly, taxpayers
have to contend with dif-
ferent authorities for dif-
ferent taxes. This mulu-

tures bad, com-
mentatom and the IMF
are intent on consolidat-
ing and strengthening
flawed existing systems.
They want the provinces
to generate, by hook or
by crook, more revenues
to plug some magical
number of the budget
deficit. So much for their
refrain that tax reforms
are being studiously

provinces close to 60 per ~ sector as well as exag- bizarre
cent of the national di- gerated estimates of the legmlauon that empow-
visible resource pool. size of the livestock sec- ers it to levy GST on re-

The revenue-rais- tor. tail outlets by treating
ing capacity of the proy Over the years, them as selling goods
inces is somewhat limited Islamabad has pre- whereas all they are do-
because of the taxation empted and exploited the  ing is adding value as a
powers in the Constitu- revenue base of the service by selling fin-
tion and the structure of provinces that every- ished goods? These en-
GST in VAT mode. This one wants them to ex- tities are providing ser-
is not to suggest that the ~ ploit — motor vehicles, vices— whichare treated
provinces have done real estate and services. ervices under the na-
enough to generate rev- It has levied a variety of tional income accounts
enue. Historically, they ~silly withholding taxes and GST on services

o

plicity of

lecting agencies is ad-
versely affecting admin-
istrative and economic
efficiency, leading to
higher transaction and
operational costs, the
unnecessary duplication
of functions and data-
bases, and inconsistent
legal and other treat-
ment of similar taxes.
Such acomplex arrange-
ment has raised the cost

The demand that
the provinces should
raise more revenues is
also somewhat bizarre
when examined against
the political economy
fallout of related deci-
sions were they to heed
such advice. Why on
carth would any govern-
‘ment impose of increase
atax — and, resultantly,
provoke the ire of its

constituents — to mus-
ter additional resources,
which it would be re-
quired to save for the
federal government to
spend? For this year, the
provinces are required to
produce surpluses in ex-
cess of Rs1,215 billion!
Why would they accede
to such a ridiculous de-
mand to generate sur-
pluses for Islamabad to
spend? For KP, it would
be even more politically
peculiar to do so, with
large sums owed to them
for hydel profits, and the
local economy strug-
gling to function in an
insecure and debilitating
environment.
Furthermore, the
biggest share of provin-
cial expenditures is that
of salaries and pensions.
Whereas Islamabad is it-
self bloated and contin-
ues to show little serious
intent to right-size its
workforce it has this year
revised salaries by close
t0 25pc and pensions by
15pc, demanding belt-

tightening from the rest
of the population to be
able to loosen theirs.
resulting increases have
imposed a huge burden
on the provinces, which
employ close to 80pc of
the civilian workforce in
the public sector — ex-
cluding defence person-
nel. Itis politically impos-
sible for them to deny
their employees similar
pay hikes even if they
cannot afford it.

There are other re-
current expenditures of
the provinces, resulting
from decisions taken by
the federal government.
Until the 18th Amend-
‘ment, the federal govern-
ment determined both
the level and the terms
at which the provinces
could borrow from a
source. Islamabad used
this provision to lend to
them at interest rates
substantially higher
than what it itself was
paying. The provinces
were also forced to ac-
cept foreign loans with-

out regard to their capa-
bility fo service the debt
even for projects of du-
bious value, because the
federal government
needed foreign ex-
change to discharge its
external liabilities.

To summarise, it is
easy to be critical of the
provinces for not mar-
shalling adequate re-
sources. One must be
mindful of this given the
context in which the
provinces are operating,
the baggage they are ei-
ther already carrying or
that is being placed on
them because of federal
decisions that impact
their budgets or expect
them to share the expen-
diture on a host of
schemes initiated and
designed by Islamabad,
and launch politically
harsh tax-augmenting
measures to generate
savings for Islamabad to
fund politically driven
wasteful and unproduc-
tive recurrent expendi-
tures and projects.
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Salman Butt names ideal candidate for

Pakistan’s all-format captaincy

LAHORE (INP): players haven’t been He has thus far Rawalpindi before
Former Pakistan cap- able to execute. There led the side in a three-  concluding on Septem-
tain Salman Butt is someone who match away Test se- ber 3 in Karachi.
threw his weight be- doesn’t have any ries against Australia, Pakistan will host
hind Test captain strategy for planning  which concluded in England for three
Shan Masood to lead butstillhas alotof January this year. The Tests in Multan (7-11
the side in all formats. attitude. Tosilencethat Green Shirts suffered October), Karachi
Speaking on his attitude, I would defi- a 3-0 whitewash (15-19 October) and
YouTube channel, nitely make Shan against the dominant Rawalpindi (24-28
Salman Butt stressed Masood the captain,” hosts but Masood’s October), and the
the need for a strate- Butt said. captaincy was lauded. West Indies will visit
gic approach while For the unversed, It is worth men- for two Tests in
criticising the current Masood was given the tioning that Pakistan Karachi (16-20 Janu-
leadership before go- reigns of the Test team are set to embark on a ary) and Multan (24-28
ing on to back Shan  after Pakistan’s dismal busy home interna- January). Additionally,

Masood for the campaign at the ICC tional season with a Pakistan will host an
all-format captaincy Men’s World Cup 2023 two-match Test series ODI tri-series, featur-
of the national team.  which led to Babar against Bangladesh. ing New Zealand and

“There is some Azam stepping down The Test series South Africa, sched-
fuss because of which as the all-format cap- will commence on uled in Multan from 8-
despite having skill, tain. August 21 in 14 February.

L
(QUETTA: Balochistan Interior Minister Mir Ziaullah Lnngove chairing a meeting about thelaw an
order situation.

President Zardari calls for Eastern
nations’ collaborative efforts to ensure
sustainable development

ISLAMABAD, July 13 GlobalActmnfor Shared ~lation lived in the East- ing with global partners
(INP): President Asif Ali organized ern particu- to speed up the imple-
Zardari on Saturday by the China Imema- larly in countries like mentation of GDIby en-
called for collaborative tional Development Co- China, Pakistan, and larging its Friend Circle,
efforts by the Eastern operation ~ Agency other neighboring na- mobilizing resources,
nations fo ensure sus- (CIDCA), in Beijing, tions. and building capacities
tainable development President Secretariat The President em-  for shared prosperity.
and common prosperity Press Wing said in a phasized that Pakistan “Chinaand Pakistan
through China’s Global ~press release. was eager to see Presi- have also signed a
Development Initiative The representatives ~ dent Xi Jinping and the  Memorandum of Under-
GDI). of foreign countries, in- People’s Republic of standing on Strengthen-
He highlightedthat t e rnational China spearheading ingDevelopment Coop-
GDI had great potential organisations, foreign GDI, leading the East eration and Promoting
to significantly shape companies and non/ andtheenureworldmtu the Implementation of

g the future of the world governmental thene Global D P Tni-
HYDERABAD: MQM Pakistan MNA Wascem Hussain and MPA Sabir Hussain Kaim Khani speak-| | b promoting shared de- - organisations attended It is worth stating tiative, focusing on areas
ing at a press conference at HPC. velopment and urged the event. that through the Global  including poverty reduc-

the develop coun- In his statement, Development Initiative tion, medicine, educa-

Pakistan abstains as UNG A demands Russia tries to play a leading Zardari underscored the (GDD), Chinaaimstohelp  tion, infrastructure con-

role in the global devel-  importance of viewing accelerate the implemen- ~struction, agriculture,

withdraw from Ukrainian nuclear plant opment process. lobal challenges suchas _tation of the UN 2030 _planning consultation,

The president ex- progress, development, Sustainable Develop- culture and sports, law-

UNITED NATIONS called for respecting cal energy infrastruc- The resolution| pressed these views and health, froman East- ment Agenda and solve enforcement coopera-
(INP): Pakistan has Ukraine’s sovereignty ture. This comes amid again demands that [ while virtually address- ern perspective. the dilemma of global tion, and human re-
abstained in the and sent 1 weeks of 1l of Russia i diately| ing the 2nd High-level He pointed out that - development. source development,”
United Nations Gen- aid to the country, ithas ~attacks on Ukraine’s cease its aggression | Meetingofthe Forumon _most of the global popu- China is collaborat- _he added.

cral Assembly regard- refused to condemn power grid and other against Ukraine and 3 3

ing Russia urgently Russia’s actions. Re- energy facilities. unconditionally with- Nepal SearCheS fOI’ 63 mlSSlllg aftel'
withdraw its military flecting this neutral Deputy Russian draw all of its military

. .
and other unautho- stance, Pakistan has U.N. Ambassador forces from the coun- hlghway landsllde
rized personnel from abstained from voting Dmitry Polyanskiy try. The Zaporizhzhia . " -
raine’s onthree scparate UN told the General As- piant, whichisthe larg- | KHATMANDU possible —places," Nepal, and the other river.
Zaporizhzhia nuclear General Assembly sembly before the vote st nuclear power | (INP): Nepali rescue - Chitwan district chicf was en route to y Road travel be-
power plant, and re- resolutions denouncing that the aim of the plant in Europe, was | teams resumed their Indra Dev Yadav told Kathmandu  from comes deadlier during
turn full control of the  the “Russian invasion resolution was “to try captured by Russia | Scarch carly Saturday media. southern Birgun;. the annual monsoon
plant to Ukrainian au- of Ukraine.” “We to promote the false shortly after it| for at least 63 people Wewillemployall =~ A driver was season as rains trigger
thorities. owe this to future gen-  Western narrative launched its full-scale | Missing after monsoon  our abilities for search killed in a separate landslides and floods
The resolution re-  erations. We must en- about the source of invasion of Ukraine in | fains triggered a land- - and rescue despite the accident on the same  across the mountain-
ceived 99 votes in fa- sure that the horrors of ~threats to nuclear fa- February 2022. While | Slide that swept two - water levels, current road after a boulder ous country.

vor, 9 votes against, nuclear disasters are cilities in Ukraine.” the plant is currently buses off a highway and lh% water's mud-  hit his bus. He died as Monsoon rains
and 60 abstentions. not repeated,” The UNGA reso- shut down, it still re- | and into a river. diness." . he was being treated across South Asia
The 9 countries that Ukraine’s U.N. Am- lution calls for the im- quires external power| Th'e force of District official ata hospital. from June to Septem-
voted against thereso- bassador Sergiy mediate cessation of to keep its nuclear Friday's landslide in  Khimananda Bhusal Deadly crashes ber offer respite from
lution were Russia, Kyslytsya urged. attacks by Russia materials cooland pre- central Chitwan dis- told reporteers on Fri- are common in the Hi- the summer heat and
Belarus, Burundi,  The UNGA reso- against Ukraine’s vent a potential melt- | trict pushed the ve- daythat thebuses were - malayan republic be- are crucial to replen-
Cuba, North Korea, lution not only de- critical energy infra- down. The 193-mem- hicles over concrete carrying at least 66 cause of poorly con- ishing water supplies,
Eritrea, Mali, Nicara- manded that Russia structure. ber United Nations | crash barriers and people between them, structed roads, badly but also bring wide-
gua, and Syna withdraw from the These attacks in- General Assembly down a steep em- but three passengers maintained vth_cles sprcad death am_i de-

Pakistan has Zaporizhzhia nuclear crease the risk of a adopted a resolution bankment, at least 30 had been able to es- and reckless driving.  struction. The rainfall
maintained a neutral power plant, but also nuclear accident or in- regarding the | metres (100 feet) cape and were treated Nearly 2,400 is hard to forecast and
position onthe broader called for an immedi- cident at all of Zaporizhzhia nuclear from the road. at a local hospital. people los'l their lives varies considerably,
Russia-Ukraine war. ate end to attacks Ukraine’s nuclear fa- power plant in Dozens of rescu- The accident hap- on Nepal's roads in  but scientists say cli-
While Pakistan has against Ukraine’s criti- _cilities. Ukraine. ers spent hours strug- pened before dawn the 12 monthsto April, mate change is mak-

gling to comb the rag- along the according to govern- ing the monsoon stron-

IMF deal to bring 'much_needed' ing Trishuli river, an Narayanghat-Mugling ment figures. ger and more erratic.

ceffort hampered by highway, around 100 Twelve people Floods, landslides
. oy e ! k 4 ) LODCS, !
. muddy waters and kilometres (60 miles) were killed and 24 in- and lightning strikes

macroeconomlc Stablllty. Aurangleb fierce currents, before  west of Kathmandu.  jured in an accident in have killed 88 people

. - A . i t forced them to One bus was January when a bus across the country
ISLAMABAD (INP): Fi- ~ economic stability Paki- ing years. Earlier today, International Monetary | SU1ISCf - ' ;
nance 1\(/[m|)s for e aiever over It ounoed that s Funds Executive Board | call off the search.  heading from the capi- heading to  since the monsoon be-
Muhammad Aurangzeb the past year, “The IMF new staff-level loan and timely confirmation | No signof the ve- tal to Gaur in Rautahat Kathmandu ~ from gan in June, according
has expressed optimism  program will help bring agreement has been Of necessary financing hicles or their occu- district in southern Nepalgunj fell into a to police figures.
about the newly agreed macrocconomic stabil-  reached between Paki- ssurances from | pants has yet been T T
International Monetary ity,” stated the minister. stan and the Interna- Pakistan's development | found. s x
Fund (IMF) program, “Under this program, we tional Monetary Fund and bilateral partners. ‘We will searchall FRAHDsgarini Dl
emphasizing its poten- need to ensure structural (IMF) under which the 4o Natinal Commpettan Bicdg (4
tial to bring much- reforms that are essential country will receive $7 Lm“ﬂ?'”” LORALAIL LOHALM sty an quefeation e menkorsd h fh B rg Do o
needed macroeconomic —for sustainable develop- billion over 37 months. Tt T Ut deNombaiotogl

stability to Pakistan. ~ ment.”  Minister The final approval of the | TENDER NOT|CE AR o - M

The minister high-  Aurangzeb outlined the ~loan will be given by the B TR & A TP SO Atk T

lighted the critical role of - necessity of instituting  IMF Executive Board.

h L | ABDUL REHNAN LEHR] {LENGTH 200 KN} DESTRICT
structural reforms in wide-ranging reforms in In a statement is- Pro | P K, 1515 (230134 5T TEE-
achieving sustainable ~key arcas such as public sued by IMF’s Mission e B
cconomic growth. finance, energy, and ChieftoPakistan Nathan | [senger 8ty | ot 5y Lawes BASIE ELIGIEILTIY
Addressing the me-  government institutions. Porter, "The Pakistani | | Precasu gl Ead T Enopac v i speciesbon
dia after the conclusion  “There is a need to _authorities and the IMF WECTTT i renmal wif e
of discussions with the bring sustainability in team have reached a wl T Lnprtrt ang P Wit T o i
IMF team, L public finance, energy, - staff-level agreement on wn;-mu Sth August 4 (Mardayfiefors 1200 m - Eiding Frocedure, BDOINGTENDER DOCUMENTS
Finance Minister and government institu- a comprehensive pro- Burcrsting
Aurangzeb underscored  tions. Our focus will be gram endorsed by the |
the significance of the ~on strengthening public federal and provincial || hmeen | # Jup a0 pn

comprehensive 37- finances through fiscal governments, that could |
month Extended Fund ~consolidation, broaden- be supported by a 37- || FHerspmig | oy oty up 42 330 g
Arrangement (EFF), ing the tax base, and re- month Extended Fund |
which promises to sup- movingexemptions while ~Arrangement (EFF). in
port Pakistan with $7 bil-  ensuring critical develop- the amount equivalent to
lion. ment and social spend- SDR 5,320 million (or
The agreement, ing.” he said. about US$7 billion at cur-
which is pending ap- He further com- rent exchange rates)."
proval by the IMF’s Ex- mented that the govern- It further said that
ecutive Board, aims to ment will introduce struc-  the agreement was sub-
capitalize on the macro- tural reforms inthe com- ject to approval by the

Do The licks must hiss o o

B ol 16 unc Ba nmnl.'lrnn-‘eun!m

tochaical bid ervelop Be bid wil not be tren ine a.uuum ior evalastion and will be rejecied
.-ny DEAD LINE OF SUBMESSION: Th &

o
Techirica Bids. Frsciai Proposals o Tectmiely noe-usk wiinot b opened s el
b rtured sededianopered. BID VALIDITY: Ninety esv, ﬂl)’! PLACE OF ISSUANCE AND
SLEIMISSIIN Exerisis Engroar (Fo W Hoparod it et W v M

(QUETTA: Additional Deputy Commissioner Revenue Quetta Waqar Kakar]
is presiding over the revenue staff meeting in connection with Muharram.




DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Sunday,July,14,2024

Pak-US pledge collaboration on
multiple fronts

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Interior Minister, Mohsin
Nagqvi, met with US Ambas-
sador to Pakistan, Donald
Blome, and both sides agreed
to ﬂn.ngthx.n mutual coopera-
tion in counter- ‘Cn‘onsm anti-

ited the Ministry of Interior,
where Mr Naqvi welcomed
him. Other officials were also
present on the occasion.

During the meeting, bot
sides sed the Pakistan-
US relations, security and
other matters of mutual inter-
est. They pledged to enhance
cooperation in security,
counter-terrorism, anti-narcot-
ics, and other arcas.

Both sides agreed to orga-
nize “Law enforcement dia-

ISL.
[Ambassador Donald Blome.

logues™ in October.

The Interior minister as-

sured the US Ambassador of
the Interior Ministry’s full co-
operation in enhancing bilateral
relations.
Talking about his recent
visit to New York, Mr Nagvi
said that the issue of coopera-
tion between Islamabad and
the New York Police Depart-
ment wa ssed. He said
a delegation of Islamabad Po-
lice will soon visit New York
to improve mutual cooperation.
He said officers from
Islamabad Police are keen to
receive training from the New
York Police Department.

The minister said that
Pakistan’s minorities are enjoy-
ing equal rights under the
country’s constitution. He as

i H
. AMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi presenting souvenir to United State (US)

sured the Ambassador that all
possible measures have been
implemented to net those in-
volved in the Jaranwala inci-
dent.

Regarding cricket affairs,
Mr Nagvi (who is also the
chairman of Pakistan Cricket
Board), lauded the US govern-
ment for hosting a successful
T20 World Cup.

He said efforts are on to
arrange a tri-nation series in-
volving Pakistan, US, and
Canada. He also mentioned
that Pakistan is working for a
cricket league in America and
Canada.

The US Ambassador ex-
pressed his gratitude, saying a
large number of cricket-lov
enjoyed the T20 World Cup
matches.

Pakistan, IMF reach agreement on new
$7bn loan program

ISLAMABAD (INP): A new
staff-level loan agreement has
been reached between Pakistan
and the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) under which the
country will receive $7 billion
over 37 months. The final ap-
proval of the loan will be given
by the IMF Executive Board.

In a statement issued by
IMF’s Mission Chiefto Pakistan
Nathan Porter,

"The Pakistani authorities
and the IMF team have reached

an underlying general govern-
ment primary surplus of |

percent of GDP (2 percent
in headline terms). Revenue col-
lections will be supported by
simpler and fairer direct and in-
direct taxation, including by
bringing

net income from the retail,
export, and agriculture sectors
properly into the tax system. At
the same time, the FY25 bud-
get provides additional resources
to expand social protection by
! be .

astaff-level onacom-
prehensive program endorsed
by the federal and provincial
governments, that could be sup-
ported by a 37-month Extended

both t
and coverage of BISP, educa-
tion, and health spending.
“A fairer balance of fiscal
effort between the Federal and

Fund Ar (EFF) in the
amount equivalent to SDR
5,320 million (or about US$7

Pr which
have agreed to rebalance spend-
ing activities in line with the
18th ituti

tinue to improve the function-
ing of the foreign exchange
market and the transparency
around FX operations. On fi-
nancial stability, the authorities
plan to take measures to deepen
access to financing, while
strengthening financial institu-
tions, addressing any under-
capitalized banks, and upgrad-
ing their crisis management
framework.

“Restormg energy sector
viability and fiscal

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister

headquarters of the Federal Board of Revenue.

officers during his visit tof

Seniority list of LHC judges revised after
Justice Neelum's elevation as CJ

LAHORE (INP): Justice Aalia
Neelum of the Lahore High
Court (LHC), who was earlier
third on the seniority list of the
high court judges, now sits at
the top of the list revised after
her elevation to the position of
the chief justice (CT).

Presently there are 36
judges in the LHC, while 24
seats are vacant.

Justice Shujaat Ali Khan is
second on the list, while Jus-
tice Ali Bagar Najafi is still at
the third position.

Justice Abid Aziz Sheikh’s
turn comes next who is on the
fourth position followed by Jus-
tice Sadagat Ali Khan who is
on the fifth while Justice
Shams Mehmood Mirza is on
the sixth position.

Justice Syed Shehbaz Ali
Rizvi is on the seventh spot;
Justice Faisal Zaman Khan is
on the eighth and Justice
Masood Abid Naqvi is on the
ninth spot.

Justice Shahid Kareem,
who is on the 10th position, is
followed by Justice Mirza

Waqas Rauf, who sits at the
11th position.

Justice Chaudhry
Muhammad Igbal is the 12th
most senior judge of the high
court, followed by Justice
Shehram Sarwar Chaudhry
who is at the 13th position.

Justice Muhammad Sajid
Mehmood Sethi is on the 14th
spot, while Justice Sarfaraz
Muhammad Sarfaraz Dogar is
the 15th senior judge of the
LHC. Similarly, Justice Asjad
Javed Gharal is on the 16th
position, while Justice Tariq
Salim Sheikh’s turn comes next
who holds the 17th position on
the list. Justice Jawad Hassan
is the 18th most senior judge
as per the list, while Justic
Muzammal Akhtar Shabbir and
Justice Chaudhry Muhammad
Abdul Aziz have been ranked
as the 19th and 20th senior
judges of the high court, re-
spectively.

Justice Anwaarul Haq
Pannu is on the 21st position
followed by Justice Farooq
Haider who sits on the 22nd

13

spot, while Justice Muhammad
‘Waheed Khan is on the 23rd

2

ot.

Justice Risal Hassan Syed
is on the 24th spot, Justice Asim
Hafeez on the 25th, while Jus-
tice Sadiqg Mehmood Khurram
is on the 26th spot on the list.

Likewise, Justice Shakil
‘Ahmad is the 27th senior judge
of the high court, Justice
Ahmad Nadeem Arshad is the
28th and Justice Muhammad
Nadeem Tariq sits at the 29th
position.

Justice Muhammad
Amjad Rafiq’s position on the
list is 30th, Justice Abid
Hussain Chattha’s 31st, while
Justice Anwaar Hussain’s po-
sition is 32nd.

The list says Justice Ali Zia
Bajwa is the 33rd senior judge
of the high court followed by
Justice Sultan Tanveer Ahmad
who holds the 34th position,
Justice Muhammad Raza
Qureshi 35th position while
Justice Raheel Kamran Sheikh
is on the 36th spot in terms of
seniority.

Flour crisis feared in Sindh as countrywide
millers’ strike enters its third day

KARACHI (INP): There are

fears of a flour crisis develop-

ing in Sindh, especially in

Karachi, as the countrywide

gmke by Tlour mlllen ag;nm( the
of |

risks through the timely adjust-
ment of energy tariffs, decisive
cost-reducing reforms, and re-
fraining from further unneces-

tax in
the federal budget entered its
third day on Saturday.

On Friday addressing an
meeting of Sindh’s

2

sary of generation
capacity. The authorities remain
committed to undertaking tar-
geted subsidy reforms and re-
place to house-

billion at current
rates)."

It further said that the
agreement was subject to ap-
proval by the International Mon-
etary Fund's Executive Board
and timely confirmation of nec-
essary financing assurances
from Pakistan's development
and bilateral partners.

The objective of the pro-
gram s to capitalize on the hard-
won macroeconomic stability
achieved over the past year by
intensifying efforts to enhance
public finances, curb inflation,
rebuild external buffers, and
eliminate economic distortions
to promote private sector-led
growth.

The authorities' policy ob-
jectives include:

“Sustainable public fi-
nances, through a gradual fis-
cal consolidation based on re-
forms to broaden the tax base
and remove exemptions, while
increasing resources for criti-
cal development and social
spending. In this regard, the au-
thorities plan to increase tax rev-
enues through measures of 1%
percent of GDP in FY25 and 3
percent of GDP over the pro-
gram. In particular, the recently

through the signature of a Na-
tional Fiscal Pact that devolves
to provincial governments
higher spending for education,
health, social protection, and
regional public infrastructure
investment,

enabling improved public
service provision. At the same
time, the provinces will take
steps to increase their own tax-
collection efforts, including in
sales tax on services and agri-
cultural income tax. On the lat-

holds wnth dne«,t and targeted
BISP support.

“Promoting private sector
and export dynamism by im-
proving the business environ-

flour millers in Karachi, Flour
Mills Sindh Circle Chairman
Chaudhry Amir Abdullah vowed
to continue the struggle come
what may.

“The very fact that all flour
mills” owners from the province
are present at today’s meeting
is a proof of our unity,” he said,
adding, “We will remain on

strike as long as our demands
are not met.”

Chaudhry Amir said that
despite the passage of two
days, the government had not
made any contact with the flour
millers for negotiations.

On the other hand,
labourers have been rendered
jobless as flour mills are shut
across Sindh.

Flour mills” owners had
gone on strike on Thursday
morning on the call given by the
Pakistan Flour Mills Association
(PFMA), saying they would not
relent until the government
withdrew newly imposed taxes.

Earlier, the Association had
given a call for the strike on

July 6 for Thursday for an in-
definite time period after their
talks with the government failed.

They had given five days
to the government to withdraw
the taxes.

What could be termed a
sudden policy shift, the Shehbaz
Sharif government on Friday
revoked its March order, ban-
ning the export of flour made
from imported wheat amid a na-
tionwide strike by millers.

At the same time, a ban on
wheat imports was imposed,
which came too late for the
country, particularly for farm-
ers in Punjab who were protest-
ing against unnecessary wheat
imports despite a bumper crop.

ment, creating a level-play

field for all businesses, and Te-
moving state distortions. In this
regard, the authorities are ad-
vancing efforts to improve SOE
operations and management as
well as privatization (with the
highest priority given to the
most profitabie SOEs) and
and

ter, all provinces are
to fully harmonizing their Agri-
culture Income Tax regimes
through legislative changes with
the federal personal and corpo-
rate income tax regimes and this
will become effective from
January 1, 2025.

“Reducing inflation, deep-
ening access to financing, and
building strong external buffers
are key to development and re-
silience. Monetary policy will
continue to be focused on sup-
porting disinflation, which will
help protect real incomes, es-
pecially for the most vulnerable.
To buffer against shocks and
build reserves, the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) will maintain
a flexible exchange rate and con-

governance around the Pakistan
Sovereign Wealth Fund and its
operations.

They are also phasing out
incentives to Special Economic
Zones, phasing out agricultural
support prices and associated
subsidies, and refraining from
new regulatory or tax-based in-
centives, or any guaranteed re-
turn that could distort the invest-
ment landscape, including for
projects channelled lhmugh the
Special

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to PM on Climate Change and Environment Coordination, Romina Khurshid
Alam chairing PM’s committee meeting on establishing a mountaineering school in Gilgit Baltistan.

Council.

The authorities have also
committed to advance anti-cor-
ruption as well as governance
and transparency reforms, and
gradually liberalize trade policy.

approved FY25 budget targets

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Privatisation, Investment Board and Communications, Abdul
|Aleem Khan and others in a group photo on the occasion of National Day of France.

Moonis Elahi, six others declared

LAHORE (INP): The special
central jail in Lahore has de-
clared Moonis Elahi, son of
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi, and six
other accused absconders in
the

money-laundering case
filed by Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA).

The special central jail
heard the money laundering
case today. FIA submitted the
incomplete challan of nine ac-
cused including Moonis Elahi
in the court.

Chaudhry Moonis Elahi
and other six accused have
been declared proclaimed of-
fenders in the challan against
Monis Elahi and other nine ac-
cused. The proclaimed offend-
ers include Firasat Ali, Imtiaz

Ali, Amir Sohail, Wajid Ahmad

absconders

and Amir Fiyaz. The accused,
Zara Elahi, Ahmad Farhan and
Zaigham Abbas have been in-
cluded in column no 4 for be-
ing on bail.

FIA has requested the
court to freeze the properties
of Moonis Elahi and other nine
accused. The court has frozen
the properties of seven ac-
cused except Monis Elahi and
Zaigham Abbas.

Counsel of Moonis Elahi
and Zaigham Abbas requested
time for arguments on proper-
ties freezing matter from the
court.

The court directed coun-
sel to present arguments until
August 20. Judge Tanveer
Ahmed Sheikh has issued the
written verdict of early hear-
ing on challan.

The judgement mentions
that Interpol is being engaged
for the arrest of Moonis Elahi
and Interpol has issued red
notices to him. Zara Elahi is
accused of kick-backs. As per
investigative officer, Zara Elahi
couldn’t present evidence of
her income sources.

As per challan, Zaigham
Abbas is a cash boy of Moonis
Elahi and accused Zaigham
Abbas used to do illegal money
transactions in the bank ac-
counts of other accused. It has
been alleged that accused
‘Ahmed Farhan used to deposit
money in the bank accounts.

It is pertinent to note that
FIA registered the money-laun-
dering and corruption case
against Moonis Elahi on June
6,2023.




