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Govt to ban PTI, seek Article 6 proceedings against Imran, others

Continued on page 4

PPP Leader CM Bugti Briefs
Pledges Support President Zardari
for Dalbandin About Balochistan’s
Press Club Development
Riaz Baloch: Dawood Ahmed:
CHAGHI: PPP ISLAMABAD: Chief
Provincial Council Minister of Balochistan, Mir
Member and District Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti, met
Vice Chairman Mir with President AsifAli
Asfandyar Khan Yar Zardari at the President’s
Mllk_lammad Z_al, accom- | House to discuss the
panied by senior PPP province’s overall situation
leader Mir Shah Nawaz | and ongoing development
Raisani and tribal elders, | projects.
met with journalists at The Chief Minister
Dalbandin Press Club. highlighted various public
PPP leader praised welfare initiatives and
the journalists for their | stressed the importance of
constructive criticism their timely completion.
and impartial reporting, Balochistan Ministers
which he said fosters including Mir Ali Madad
positive change in the Jattak,
area. Mir Zahoor Buledi,
He acknowledged the | Sardar Sarfaraz Chakar
challenges faced by the | Domki and others were also

press club and promised

present on the occasion.

to seek approval from the | President Zardari empha-
MP sized the need for early
Senator, and Chief completion of these projects
Minister of Balochistan | to ensure the development
for its modernization. and prosperity of
Dalbandin Press Club | Balochistan. He specifically
leaders Riaz Hussain mentioned the Kachhi Canal
Baloch, project, urging the provincial
Ali Haider Azim, government to take effective
Mohammad Bakhsh measures for its swift
Baloch, and Farooq completion with government
Syahpad thanked PPP support. The meeting
leader for his visit and underscored the commitment
support, of both leaders to enhancing
hiohTiol Balochistan’s i

ing the club’s
reliance on community
contributions to operate.

S
and improving the quality of
life for its residents.

il
Information Minister Atta

press conference in Islamaba

Tarar speaking during a

Mehmood Achakzai A cquitted In
Land Grabbing Case

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: The Chairman
of Pashtunkhawa Milli Awami
Party (PKMAP) and head of
the opposition alliance,
Mahmood Khan Achakzai,
has been acquitted by the
Balochistan High Court in a
land grabbing case.

A division bench of the
BHC comprising Mr. Justice
Ejaz Swati and Mr.

Justice Amir Nawaz Rana
ordered the acquittal of
Achakzai in the land grabbing
case.

The court closed the FIR
filed against him, which in-
cluded charges of interference
in government affairs and land
grabbing.

The FIR was registered by
Quetta pollce and district ad-
ministration following threats
to raid Achakzai’s house dur-
ing the presidential elections in
March this year.

The case was successfully
defended by Kamran Murtaza
Advocate and Habibullah Nasir
Advocate on behalf of
Achakzai.

Police and district admin-
istration had conducted a raid
at the residence of Achakzai
carlier this year and accused
him of interfering in the gov-
ernment affairs and land grab-
bing. One of his personal
guards was also arrested by
the police.

Balochistan on High Alert for
Monsoon: PDMA Issues Red
Alert in 17 Districts

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Provin-
cial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) has de-
clared a high alert in 17 dis-
tricts of Balochistan as the re-
gion braces for the monsoon
season. The administration
has been placed on red alert to
manage potential emergencies
effectively.

Key Details:

High Alert Districts:
PDMA Balochistan has iden-
tified 17 districts at high risk
during the monsoon season.

Relief Measures:
Jahanzeb Khan, Director Gen-
eral of PDMA Balochistan,
confirmed that relief materials
have been dispatched to all af-
fected districts.

An emergency plan has
been meticulously prepared,

and all relevant departments
have been briefed on their re-
sponsibilities.

Safe Locations: Deputy
Com oners in the high alert
districts have been instructed
to compile a list of safe places
for evacuation if necessary.

Flood-Prone Areas:
Naseerabad division faces
threats from Harnai’s flood-
waters, while Zhob and
Sherani are at risk of flash
floods.

NGO Involvement: Lo-
cal NGOs have been notified

to remain on standby to assist
in emergency situations during
the monsoon rains.

DG PDMA Balochistan
emphasizes the importance of
preparedness and swift re-
sponse to mitigate the impact
of monsoon-related disasters.

Police ‘arrest’ Imran over
several May 9 cases

LAHORE/ISLAMABAD: As
the National Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) secured an eight-day
remand of former prime minister
Imran Khan in a fresh Toshakhana
case, Lahore police have also ‘ar-
rested” him in connection with a
dozen cases, including the attack
on the Corps Commander House,
lodged against the PTI founder
over the May 9 riots.

Sources say the ex-PM would
not be moved to Lahore for inter-
rogation due to the security risks
involved, but will appear before
an anti-terrorism court in Lahore
via video link today (Monday),
where police are expected to seek
his remand.

A 13-member team of the
Lahore police’s investigation
wing visited Adiala Jail on Satur-
day to quiz the former prime min-
ister regarding the violence which
started on May 9 after his arrest
from the Islamabad High Court.

Sources said the PTI leader
refused to meet the Lahore police
team when they tried to gain ac-

cess to him to interrogate him
about the May 9 cases, in which
he was nominated on various of-
fences, including charges of pro-
voking the public against the
state.

Lahore Investigation DIG
Zeeshan Asghar told Dawn that
the police arrested the PTI
founder as he was the prime sus-
pect in the 12 cases registered at
various police stations in the city.
Another senior officer told Dawn
that the investigation police ar-
rested the PTI founder in 12 out
of the total 16 cases registered by
the Lahore police over the May 9
attacks. A 13-member police team,
including at least 12 investigat-
ing officers (I0s), went to Adiala
jail over the weekend. Although
prison authorities apprised the
PTI founder about the purpose of
their visit, Mr Khan refused to
meet them. An official said the
team stayed at Adiala jail and sent
several messages to Mr Khan, but
tonoavail.

Continue on page 3

Security forces foil terrorist attack in Bannu: state media

NEWS DESK: Sccurity
forces foiled a terrorist attack in
the Bannu cantonment area on
Monday, Radio Pakistan reported.

Per the report, terrorists at-
tempted to enter the high-secu-
rity cantonment area by detonat-
ing an explosive-laden vehicle on
the road linking the outer wall of
the cantonment with the supply
depot.

“Secun(y forces foiled the
terrorists’ allempt bytaking timely

action [...] ar hdvc started a
clearance Dpcrauon the report
said.

Area locals told Dawn.com
that they heard two explosions
near the cantonment at about
4:40am, followed by the sound of
gunshots. They said houses and
shops located near the site of the
explosions were damaged follow-

BY Tahir Khan

alties are feared.

While the government has
yet to release the details of casu-
alties, a spokesperson for the gov-
ernment hospitals in Bannu,
Muhammad Numan, told
Dawn.com that eight people were
left wounded in the attack.

“Naheed Bibi, 55, who was
injured due to firing, was shified
to Peshawar,” he said, adding that

Solarization Project: A Beacon of Hope
for Balochistan’s Agriculture
page 2

others with minor injuries were
discharged after treatment.

“Three women were injured
due to firing while fragments from
the blast also landed in their
homes,” he added.

Other people who sustained
injuries included Sawera Bibi, 25,
Bakawar Bibi, 26, Jamila Bibi, 30,
" Sunbul,9, Maria, 5, Esa, 3, and

. % Anwar Ali, 9. Pakistan has wit-
ing the blasts, adding that casu-

nessed an uptick in terror activi-
ties in the past year, especially in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan after the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
ended its ceasefire with the gov-
ernment in November 2022. Last
week, Islamabad once again ruled
out the possibility of any talks
with the TTP and reiterated that
Kabul must act against terrorists
operating on its soil.

Gaza civil defence says 15 killed in Israel strike on Gaza school. Page 3

Solarization in Balochistan: A Boon or a

Sher Afzal Marwat’s non-bailable arrest
warrant issued
Page 4
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Solarization Project: A Beacon of
Hope for Balochistan’s Agriculture
Editorial:

In a significant stride towards sustainable development, Prime Minister
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif has launched a visionary project to solarize nearly
This.

Solarization in Balochistan: A Boon or a Looming Crisis

Syed Ali Shah:

!n a significant stride
towards sustainable de-
velopment, Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif has launched a
visionary project to so-
larize nearly 28,000 agri-
cultural tube wells in
Balochistan. While this

28,000 agricultural tube wells in initiative,
executed in collaboration between the federal and Balochistan governments,
‘marks a pivotal moment in the provinee’s agricultural landscape. By transitioning
electric tube wells to solar power, the project ensures a consistent and sustain-
able water supply for farmers, heralding a new era of agricultural productivity
and economic growtl

The 55 billion rupee project, with 70% financing from the federal govern-
ment and 30% from the Balochistan government, is not just a testament to
intergovernmental cooperation but also a commitment to merit-based develop-
ment. Prime Minister Sharif has set an ambitious three-month deadline for the
completion of the solarization process, emphasizing the urgency and impor-
tance of this initiative.

Solar-] powcrcd tube wells promise a reliable water supply lhmughoul lhc

I lectricity

jed previously restricted water access o a mere 2 (0 6 hours per day deepne
substantial federal subsidies. This transformation will significantly enhance
agricultural productivity, expand arable land, and ultimately improve the liveli-
hoods of Balochistan’s farmers.

During the signing ceremony in Quetta, Prime Minister Sharif highlighted

the and conon of solar energy, reaffirming the

government’s dedicati energy sources

This. pro]cct thc federal ’s unwavering support for
amodel of and commit-

ment to addreesmg the province’s unique challenges.

oreover, the Prime Minister’s announcement of additional initiatives,
including substantial quotas for Balochistan students in vocational training
programs in China and the establishment of Danish schools in the province,
reflects a comprehensive approach to uplift Balochistan. By investing in edu-
cation and skill development, the government aims to empower the youth,
fostering a generation capable of driving the province’s future growih and
pmspcrily

ressing Balochistan’s provincial cabinet, Prime Minister Sharif called
for collective efforts to alleviate deprivations and promote the province’s de-
velopment. His message was clear: the path to progress lies in merit-based
initiatives and inclusive development strategies that leave no one behind.

The solarization project is more than just an infrastructure upgrade; it is a
beacon of hope for Balochistan’s agriculiural sector. It represents a commit-
‘ment to sustainable practices, economic empowerment, and the promotion of
‘merit in developmental endeavors. As the project unfolds, it promises to pave
the way for a brighter future for the province’s farmers and youth, setting a
precedent for other regions to follow.

In conclusion, the solarization of agricultural tube wells in Balochistan is
alandmark initiative that embodics the principles of meri, sustainability, and
collaboration. It is a shining example of how targeted, well- -planned interven-
tions can drive significant positive change, offering hope and prosperity to
those who need it most.

Befits the bill

By Shahzad Sharjeel:

o sues them a letter of hamlets across the coun-
ETLUT Ybillswillnot - gy ort The surest way try incurring infrastruc-
decrease, and natural of getting rid of these ture costs running into
gas outages and elec- bleeding-heart patriots ~hundreds of millions, line
tricity loadshedding will  is to ask them to deposit  losses, and theft? Rural
continue until we hold a letter of guarantee areas have as much right
ourselves and all state worth onlyamilliondol- to essential amenities as
d government compo-  lars. anyone in the country,
nents accountable. The Returning to the but how come everyone
right questions, policies, latest superhero to the plays along as if free
and priorities will make rescue, after you get lunches exist? These
Pakistan sustainable. We over his chutzpah, one ~schemes are aimed at get-
can’t rob the coming \vamc toask ‘Really! K- ting votes. The constitu-
gcncrdlluns of their fu- ic? The same en- ents believe they elect
tity lhdl Shanghai Elec- their representatives to
Nm a day passes tric could not buy?’ He get subsidised, if not
without a new saviour would buy it and run it free, electricity, teaching
appearing on the hori- like a soup kitchen. jobs, transfers and
zon, promising the moon. We are not asking postings, and to sort out
A litany of snake oil the right questions matterswith the local po-
salesmen is peddling ‘to about power woes. lice.
pay or not to pay elec- A legislator’s To cut to the chase,
tricity bills’ as the exis- speech is also making we behave silly because
tential question. A do- the rounds. The MNA it suits us. We have not
gooder is making bids raves and rants about asked the questions that
for K-Electric through ‘bias’ against Sindh, we should have, for in-
video shorts. All that which causes 18-hour- stance, ‘why does my vil-
stands between long- long power outages. The  lage have to get electric-
suffering Karachiites legislatoris alsolividat ity from the national
and an affordable and the buck being passed grid?” ‘Why can’t more
reliable power supply is to the masses for elec- localised solutions like
for someone to tell him tricity theft and non- run-of-river, small hydro
how power companies payment of bills. Such generation., and
are acquired, he pro- bravado is possible be- renewables llkcwmdand
claims, cause we are all accom- solar energy be used?
Many an adviser o plices in allowing the Why should K-Electric
the Ministry of Finance ~situation to cometo this. be allowed to keep its
can regale you with sto- Who does not generation plants idle and
ries of shysters willingto  know of'rural electrifica- demand the national grid
pay the entire national tion schemes for provide cheaper hydro
debt if the ministry is- sparsely populated units?

g

ive initiative
marks a pivotal moment
in the province’s agricul-
tural landscape, it raises
two critical challenges
that must be addressed.

First, Balochistan is
prone to natural calan
ties and is already bear-
ing the brunt of climate
change and global warm-
ing Ifthe growers’ com-
munity pumps water
through solar panels 24/

=

of Balochistan. Will there
be check and balance
‘mechanisms to prevent
similar issues?
he 55 billion rupee

project, with 70% financ-
ing from the federal gov-
ernment and 30% from
the Balochistan govern-
ment, is not just a testa-
‘ment to intergovernmen-
tal cooperation but also
a commitment to merit-
based development.
Prime Minister Sharifhas
set an ambitious three-
month deadline for the
completion of the solar-
ization process, empha-
sizing the urgency and
importance of this initia-
tive.

Solar-powered tube
wells promise a reliable
water suppl;

the wa-
ter table could deplete
rapidly, posing a severe
threat. Has our govern-
ment analyzed this po-
tential risk? In the past,
subsidies on agricultural
tube wells have caused
depleting water tables in
Quetta and other parts

the day, addressing the
long-standing issue of
limited electricity avail-
ability, which has previ-
ously restricted water
access to a mere 2 to 6
hours per day despite
substantial federal sub-
sidies. This transforma-

tion will si;

of Danish

representsa

hance agricultural pro-
ductivity, expand arable
land, and ultimately im-
prove the livelihoods of
Balochistan’s farmers.
During the signing
ceremony in Quetta,
Prime Minister Sharif
highlighted the environ-
mental and economic ad-
vantages of solar energy,
reaffirming
government’s dedication
fo promoting renewable
energy sources nation-
wide. This project under-
scores the federal
government’s unwaver-
ing support for
Balochistan’s develop-
ment, showcasing a
model of cooperation
and commitment to ad-
dressing the province’s
unique challenges.
Moreover, the Prime
Minister’s announce-
ment of additional initia-
tives, including substan-
tial quotas for
Balochistan students in
vocational training pro-
grams in China and the

=3
a

schools in the province,

to sustainable practices,

reflectsa
approach to uplift
Balochistan.

investing in
education and skill de-
velopment, the govern-
ment aims to empower
the youth, fostering a
generation capable of
driving the province’s
future growth and pros-
perity.

Addressing
Balochistan’s provincial
cabinet, Prime Minister
Sharif called for collec-
tive efforts to alleviate
deprivations and pro-
mote the province’s de-
velopment. His message
was clear: the path to
progress lies in merit-
based initiatives and in-
clusive development
strategies that leave no

chind.

The solarization
project is more than just
an infrastructure up-
erade; it is a beacon of
hope for Balochistan’s
agricultural sector. It

and the promotion of
merit in developmental
endeavors. As the
project unfolds, it prom-
ises to pave the way for
a brighter future for the
province’s farmers and
youth, setting a prece-
dent for other regions to
follow.

In conclusion, the
solarization of agricul-
tural tube wells in
Balochistan is a land-
mark initiative that em-
bodies the principles of
merit, sustainability, and
collaboration. However,
careful management is
essential to avoid poten-
tial negative impacts,
such as the depletion of
the underground water
table.

By addressing
these  challenges
proactively, the govern-

ment can ensure that this
mmduvc delivers on its
omise of lasting posi-
tive change.
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Protecting KP’s glaciers

By Tariq Afghan:

£HE illegal cutting and
Commercial exploitation
of glaciers within the re-

ir, Chitral,

Naran, and other parts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
pose asignificant threat
to the ecological and cl
matic stability of the
province. These activi-
ties are in direct violation
of the environmental
protection statutes and
regulations governing
KP.

With over 7,000
known glaciers, Pakistan
forms the largest mass of
ice outside the polar re-
gions. Northern Paki-

n, crisscrossed by the
Karakoram, Himalayan,
and Hindu Kush moun-
tain ranges, is a land-
scape carved out of ice
and rock. These glaciers
provide much-needed ir-
rigation to local commu-
nities, acting as the life-
blood of civilisation in
the north. Local commu-
nities have developed
intricate systems of ca-
nals to utilise glacier
meltwater for crop irriga-
tion.

However, climate
change has profoundly
affected Pakistan, lead-
ing to rapidly rising tem-
peratures and melting
snow, which cause mas-
sive flooding, devastat
ing villages and leading
to frequent drownings.
Like many alpine areas
worldwide, glaciers in
Pakistan are receding.
KP is home to ap-
proximately 3,050 gla-
ciers, primarilylocated in
its northern regions.
These glaciers are cru-
cial for the region’s wa-
ter resources and eco-
logical balance. It has
come to light that certain
individuals and entities
are engaged in the
unauthorised extraction
and transportation of

glacier ice for
purposes, cutting gla-
ciers into large blocks.
This exploitation cause:
the rapid depletion of
these critical natural re-
source:

Local sources re-
port that during the past
few years, especially
during Ramazan, 200 to
300 mini-trucks loaded
with ice blocks were
transported daily from
Upper Dir to other parts
of Dir, Bajaur, Malakand,
dnd even Mardan Dis-

" The local popula-
tion remains largely un-
aware of the glaciers” i
portance to their area’s
ecological system.

Like many alpine ar-
eas worldwide, glaciers
in Pakistan are receding.

Tronically, despite
Pakistan’s obligations
under international envi-
ronmental laws, no spe-
cific legislation ad-

resses glacier protec-
tion at the national or
provincial levels.

The Environmental
Pmtcctmn Act uf 1997,

Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Environ-
mental Protection Act of
2014, and the Climate
Change Act of 2017 do
not mention glaciers.
This legal void is alarm-
ing, given the critical role
glaciers play in the
region’s ecological and
climatic stability.

In2010, lawmakers
in Argentina passed the
world’s first national gla-
cier protection law, which
prohibits mining, indus-
trial activities, and other
harmful activities near
glaciers in the country, In
January 2024, the parlia-
ment of Tajikistan also
passed alaw for the pro-
tection of glaciers.

Keeping in view the
situation, PaKistan, espe-
cially the provincial as-
sembly of KP as well as

the assembly
of Gilgit-Baltistan, needs
to pass glacier protection
and preservation laws
immediately to stop fur-
ther damage.

The unauthorised
cutting of glaciers con-
stitutes a clear violation
of environmental protec-
tion laws and regulations
in force within KP.

hese actions re-
quire immediate investi-
gation and enforcement
of the relevant legal pen-
alties against the perpe-
trators.

The depletion of
glaciers disrupts the frag-
ile ecological balance,
adversely affecting local
flora and fauna. The loss
of these glaciers under-
mines efforts to preserve
biodiversity and protect
endangered species
within these regions.
Glaciers playan essential
role in regulating Earth’s
climate by reflecting so-
lar radiation and main-
taining the global tem-
perature balance. The re-
duction of glacier mass
accelerates global warm-
ing and climate change,
leading to severe conse-
quences for weather pat-
terns, agricultural pro-
ductivity, and human
health.

These glaciers serve
as important

communities that de-
pend on this sector. Pa-
Kistan is a signatory to
the Paris Agreement and
several other interna-
tional laws on climate is-
sues and environmental
protection, which man-
date the protection of
our glacier reserves.

The United Nations
Framework Convention
on Climate Change,
along with its subse-
quent protocols and
agreements such as the
Kyoto Protocol and the
Paris Agreement, com-
mits parties to reduce
greenhouse gas emis-
sions and combat cli-
mate change, which di-
rectly impact glacier melt
and preservation.

Atticle 2 of the Paris
Agreement aims to limit
global warming to well
below two degrees Cel-
sius, with efforts to limit
the increase to 1.5°C, a
critical target for reduc-
ing the rate of glacier
melting.

The Convention on
Biological Diversity pro-
motes the conservation
of biological diversity,
the sustainable use of its
components, and fair
and equitable sharing of
benefits arising from ge-
netic resources.

Article 8 of the CBD

programmes and strate-
gies to combat desertifi-
cation and promote sus-
tainable land manage-
ment practices.

The United Nations
2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development in-
cludes 17 SDGs, several
relevant to glacier pro-
tection. SDG 13 (climate
action) asks countries to
take urgent action to
combat climate change
and its impacts, which
includes the preserva-
tion of glaciers. SDG 15
(life on land) promotes
the sustainable manage-
ment of forests, combat-
ing desertification, halt-
ing and reversing land
degradation, and stop-
ping biodiversity loss,
indirectly supporting
glacier conservation.

The authorities
need to protect these
precious reserves of gla-
ciers and conduct a com-
prehensive investigation
into illegal glacier-cut-

ting activities, identify-
ing and prosecuting
those responsible in ac-
cordance with the law.
They must strictly en-
force existing environ-
mental protection laws
and regulations to pre-
vent further illegal exploi-
tation of glaciers.
Launching awareness

reservoirs. Their degra-
dation will result ina sig-
nificant decrease in wa-
ter availability for local
communities, agricultural
activities, and wildlife,
thereby threatening food
security and livelihoods.
The natural beauty and
unspoiled environment
of these regions attract a
substantial number of
tourists, contributing
significantly to the local
economy.

The destruction of
glaciers will adversely
affect tourism, leading to
economic losses for

in-situ con-
servation, including pro-
tecting ecosystems and
natural habitats such as
glacier regions to main-
fain viable populations
of species in their natu-
ral surroundings.

The United Nations
Convention to Combat
Desertification ad-
dresses land degrada-
tion and desertification,
including protecting wa-
ter sources and glaciers
that contribute to re-
gional hydrological sta-
bility. Articles [0and 11
of the UNCCD focus on
national action

to_educate
local communities and
stakeholders about the
long-term environmental
and economic conse-
quences of glacier deple-
tion is essential.

Furthermore, pro-
moting and supporting
sustainable practices
that ensure the conser-
vation and protection of
glaciers for future gen-
erations is crucial.

Both the KP and
federal governments are
under obligation to pass
laws for the protection
and preservation of gla-

Expecting too much

By Shahid Kardar:

; haven’t been suffi- on motor vehicles and
HE provinces have  ciently aggressive in property — in the latter
become the favourite collecting taxes on in- alsoacapital gains tax
punching bag of comes derived from ag- atax on deemed income’
Islamabad, donors and riculture (AIT) —mak- and now even excise
commentators. Theyare ing it worse by also duty.

being chastised for fail- treating land rented out S)mllarly, it has nar-

isa provincial tax under
the Constitution.

The federal demand
that the provinces raise
more revenues is some-
what bizarre.

There is certainly an
issue at the

of compliance for taxpay-
ers, causing increased
aggravation.

What is, however,
worrying is that instead
of correcting these
anomnhes in tax struc-

ing to generate adequate  as agricultural income rowed down
resources to fund their or to make urban prop- options to cxplml the full
constitutional responsi- erty tax more progres- potential of GST on ser-
bilities and provide so- sive and robust. How- vices. For instance, by

cial and economic ser- ever, they have made a what twisted logic can
vices, such as law and decent effort in recent Islamabad levy GST on
order, education, health, years to mobilise addi- the distribution of elec-
water and sanitation, etc. ~ tional revenues by wid- tricity, gas, etc treating
This article examines the ening their base of GST  them as goods, and im-
fairness of this censure, on services. As for AIT, pose excise duties on fi-
without getting into the there are outlandish nancial services in lieu of
merits of the last NFC claimsabout whatcanbe GST that the provinces
Award that has given the ~ generated from the crop  could have levied, and

level ofmultiple revenue-
collecting authorities:
one agency collects GST
on services, one collects
property tax and motor
vehicle tax and one reg-
isters property transfers
and collects stamp duty.
Resultantly, taxpayers
have to contend with dif-
ferent authorities for dif-
ferent taxes. This mulu-

tures bad, com-
mcmdton and the IMF
are intent on consolidat-
ing and strengthening
flawed existing systems.
They want the provinces
to generate, by hook or
by crook, more revenues
10 plug some magical
number of the budget
deficit. So much for their
refrain that tax reforms
are being studiously

provinces close to 60 per ~ sector as well as exag-  ha rre
cent of the national di- gerated estimates of the legislation that empow-
visible resource pool. size of the livestock sec- ers it to levy GST on re-

he revenue-rais- tor. tail outlets by treating
ing capacity of the prov- Over the years, them as selling goods
inces is somewhat limited Islamabad has pre- whereas all they are do-
because of the taxation empted and exploited the ing is adding value as a
powers in the Constitu- revenue base of the service by selling fin-
tion and the structure of provinces that every- ished goods? These en-
GST in VAT mode. This one wants them to ex- tities are providing ser-
is not to suggest that the ~ ploit — motor vehicles, vices — whichare treated
provinces have done real estate and services. ervices under the na-
enough to generate rev- It has levied a variety of tional income accounts
enue. Historically, they silly withholding taxes — and GST on services

plicity of

lecting agencies is ad-
versely affecting admin-
istrative and economic
efficiency, leading to
higher transaction and
operational costs, the
unnecessary duplication
of functions and data-
bases, and inconsistent
legal and other treat-
ment of similar taxes.
Such acomplex arrange-
ment has raised the cost

The demand that
the provinces should
raise more revenues is
also somewhat bizarre
when examined against
the political economy
fallout of related deci-
sions were they to heed
such advice. Why on
carth would any govern-
ment impose or increase
ax — and, resultantly,
provoke the ire of its

®

constituents — to mus-
ter additional resources,
which it would be re-
quired to save for the
federal government to
spend? For this year, the
provinces are required to
produce surpluses in ex-
cess of Rs1,215 billion!
Why would they accede
to such a ridiculous de-
mand to generate sur-
pluses for Islamabad to
spend? For KP, it would
be even more politically
peculiar to do so, with
large sums owed to them
for hydel profits, and the
local economy strug-
gling to function in an
insecure and debilitating
environment.
Furthermore, the
biggest share of provin-
cial expenditures is th
of salaries and pensions.
Whereas Islamabad s it-
self bloated and contin-
ues to show little serious
intent to right-size its
workforce it has this year
revised salaries by close
t0 25pc and pensions by
15pc, demanding belf-

» B

tightening from the rest
of the population to be
able to loosen theirs. The
resulting increases have
imposed a huge burden
on the provinces, which
employ close to 80pc of
the civilian workforce in
the public sector — ex-
cluding defence person-
nel. It is politically impos-
sible for them to deny
their employees similar
pay hikes even if they
cannot afford it.

There are other re-
current expenditures of
the provinces, resulting
from decisions taken by
the federal government.
Until the 18th Amend-
‘ment, the federal govern-
ment determined both
the level and the terms
at which the provinces
could borrow from a
source. Islamabad used
this provision to lend to
them at interest rates
substantially higher
than what it itself was
paying. The provinces
were also forced to ac-
cept foreign loans with-

g

out regard to their capa-
bility fo service the debt
even for projects of du-
bious value, because the
federal government
needed foreign ex-
change to discharge its
external liabilities.

To summarise, it is
easy to be critical of the
provinces for not mar-
shalling adequate re-
sources. One must be
mindful of this given the
context in which the
provinces are operating,
the baggage they are ei-
ther already carrying or
that is being placed on
them because of federal
decisions that impact
their budgets or expect
them to share the expen-
diture on a host of
schemes initiated and
designed by Islamabad,
and launch politically
harsh tax-augmenting
measures to generate
savings for Islamabad to
fund politically driven
wasteful and unproduc-
tive recurrent expendi-
tures and projects.
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LHC CJ sends recommendation to form
larger bench on phone tapping plea to CJ

LAHORE (INP): Jus- tion Technology and that.” On July 9, the gov-
tice Farooq Haider of others as respondents, It was in fact, the ernmentauthorized the
the Lahore High Court  the Judicial Activism petitioner argued, not ISI to tap phone calls
(LHC) on Monday Panel, in its petition, only the breach of on the grounds that it
forwarded his recom- said the government’s country’s laws, but was necessary for na-
mendation to LHC decision was not only also of international tional security and
Chief Justice (CJ) againstthe constitution laws. crime prevention.
Miss Aalia Neelum to  but also against the “Therefore, it is The authorization
formalargerbenchon court’s verdict. “Be- prayed to the court to was given under Sec-
the petition filed fore tapping phone declare the  tion 54 of the Pakistan
against the federal calls, it is necessary to g ’s decision  Tel. ion
government’s decision  seek permission from  null and void.” Act.
to give an intelligence  a court,” the petitioner Four days ago, the As per the notifi-
agency the power to said, adding, federal government’s cation issued by the
tap phone calls of poli- “The government decision to allow the Ministry of Informa-
ticians and others. does not have the au- Inter-Services Intelli- tion Technology and

Naming the fed- thority to allow any gence (ISI) agency to Telecommunication, at
cral government, the agency to do so until tap phone calls was least an officer of ——
Interior Ministry, the and unless the court challenged in the grade 18 will be ap- [ |QUETTA: former provincial minister Mir Abdul Karim Noshirwani meeting with Governor Balochistan|
Ministry for Informa- grants permission for Lahore High Court.  pointed for this task. Sheikh Jafar Khan Mandokhail.

—

Gaza civil defence says 15 killed in Israel
strike on Gaza school

GAZA STRIP (INP): get for two of the car- On July 6, Israeli southern Gaza.
The civil defence lier school strikes as aircraft hit Al-Jawni Israel says
agency in Hamas-run Israel keeps up its of- school, also run by the Hamas uses schools,
Gaza said Sunday that fensive against Hamas United Nations relief hospitals and other
15 people were killed Palestinian militants agency for Palestinian public infrastructure
in a strike on a school who triggered the war refugees (UNRWA), for military purposes.
sheltering war dis- with their October 7 in Nuseirat. UNRWA Hamas denies the ac-
placed where the Is- attack on Isracl. said about 2,000 cusation. France and
raeli military said it TheIsraeli military people were shelter- Germany on Wednes-
had targeted "terror- saidits air force "struck ing there at the time.  day called for an in-
ists". a number of terrorists The following day, vestigation into the
The strike on the who were operating in four people died in a school strikes.
UN-run Abu Araban the arca of UNRWA's strike on the church- After the Al-
site in central Gaza's Abu Araban school run Holy Family Jawni strike, UNRWA
Nuseirat camp was building in Nuseirat".  school in Gaza City, in  spokesperson Juliette
the fifth on a school- It said the building the territory's north, Touma told that when
turned-shelter in eight had "served as a hide- according to the Civil the war began "we
days. out" and base for "at- Defence agency. closed the schools and
The Abu Araban tacks" on Israeli On Monday, Is- they became shelters."

After assassination attempt, Trump and school was housing troops. AFPTV im- racl ~hit another ~ UNRWA is the

"thousands of dis- ages showed the Nuseiratschool, again main relief agency in

- :
QUETTA: Provincial Health Minister Balochistan Sardarzada Mir Faisal Khan Jamali is inaugurat-
ing the Trauma Center Triage Unit at Civil Hospital.

. . 1S seira ;
placed people,” civil three-storey complex saying it was targeting Gaza but more than
Biden seek calm, unity Befinet™ ™ gency Sanding vl emaion” Bl or 190, of 1 -
WASHINGTON (INP): "One person in the  ternoon, said a White shooting was being in- [ spokesman Mahmud and bedding airing out The next day, a cilities have been hit -
Donald Trump arrived  crowdwaskilledandtwo  Houseofficial. ~ vestigated as an at- | Bagsal told, adding overits railings. Awall hospital source saidat - "some more than
ﬁ“ Su{ndayl in 1.\({“1:’?“’ g‘;g‘; S‘!‘f’\‘:‘éﬁz‘;e‘:ﬁf“f‘: IT‘I'(‘;;‘P ’"ld B“?e" ‘emp}f%dl ’;Ea’sl‘"’"“_’l" that most of the dead bearing the UN logo least29 peoplediedin once" -- in the military
e, where he will be for- - are locked in aclose elec- officials said on : ; ce res e Oc
mally nominated as the ~tally shot the suspect.  tion rematch, according - Sunday that the shooter | %I WOfen ‘“‘ld_ chil- hag been 1?10?:‘1’" out, a 5‘"}‘2*“(;“ Cﬁ‘“’{‘?‘ tesponse to the OLI‘(“
Republican presidential Trump is due to ac- tomost opinion pollsin- ~acted alone. The agency | dren:  Schools - in - and rooms inside were  to Al-Awda school in - ber 7 Hamas attacks,
candidate later this week cept his party's formal cluding by Reuters/ said it had yet to identify | Nuscirat were the tar- _damaged. the Khan Yunis area, she said.

after survivingan assas-  nomination at the Repub-  Ipsos. The shooting on  an ideology linked to the :
Sinaton attempt (hat T Natonal Conven- Saturday shpawed swpec of any mace:| - C€nent dealers go on countrywide
has aggravated an al- tion with a speech on discussion around the tions of mental health is- ,k .
ready bitter U.S. politi- Thursday. He pumped presidential campaign, sues or found any threat-
cal divide. his fist in the air several  which had been focused ~ening language on the Stl‘l € agaIHSt taxes
US President Joe times as he descended on if Biden, 81, should ~suspect's social media [ [ S . A M A B A D
Biden, a Democrat, or-  the stairs from his plane drop out following a halt- accounts. Crooks was a (INP): Cement deal-
dered areview ofhowa  after arrivingin Milwau-  ing June 27 debate per- registered Republican,

tions besides the new The association Meanwhile, the
turnover taxes imposed urged the government  exports of cement wit-

20-year-old man withan kee. formance, according to state voter | IS in Pakistan begin on dealers and retail- to intervene, suggest- nessed an increase of
AR-15-style rifle got  "Thisisachanceto  The FBI said there records,and donated $15 | their countrywide ers. ) ing a presumptive tax 40.46 percent during
close enough to shoot ~ bring the whole country, were no knownthreats to  to a Democratic political | Strike on Monday for All Pakistan Ce-  regime as a solution. the first eleven months

at Trump froma rooftop ~ even the whole world, to- ~ the Republican conven- action committee when | an indefinite period ment Dealers Chair-  They warned that fail- of the financial year
on Saturday. Trump, as ~ gether. The speech will ~tion - whichkicks offon he was 17. At the time of | against higher with- man Sajid Chaudhry ure to address these 2023-24,asagainst the
a former president, has  bealotdifferent, alot dif- - Monday - or anyone at- ~ the shooting he was em- | holding tax on cement highlighted concerns issues could force exports of the corre-
lifetime protection by ferent than it would‘ve tending, while the Secret  ployed as a dietary aide | in the federal budget that taxes and PoS many businesses to sponding months oflast

the U.S. Secret Service. been two days ago," Service said they donot at a nursing home. The | 2024-25 . measures have badly shut down, worsen year. The cement ex-

Trump, 78, was Trump told the Washing- ~anticipate any changes  Bethel Park Skilled Nurs- The government distributed their busi- unemployment, and ports from the country
holding a campaign rally - ton Examiner. to the security plan. ing and Rehabilitation | 1,5 " jncreased the ness. He criticized the hurt the cconomy.  were recorded at US
in Butler, Pennsylvania  "Thereisnoplacein  The convention will ~Center said Crooks "per-

—akeystatein theNovS America for this kind of feature televised formed his job without withholding tax to 2.5 requirement for ?oinl The federal gov-  $236.797 million during
clection - when shots violence, for any vio- speeches by rising Re- concern and his back- | Pereent for non-filers ~of Sale machines, ar- ernment in budget July-May (2023-24)
rang out, hittinghis nghl lence ever. Period. Noex- publican stars and ground check was |under Section236Hof guing that such de- 2024-25 has also im- against US $168.583

car and leaving his face ~ ceptions. W can't allow  Trump's choice fora yet- ~clean.” the Finance Act 2024 mands are impractical posed a higher FED million during July-
streaked with blood. His this violence to be nor- to-be-announced vice The gun - an AR- [ which has made the for many dealers and on cement to Rs4 per May (2022-23), ac-
campaign said he was malized," he said. "The presidential running style-5.56 calibre rifle - | cement business un- retailers, who lack the kgcomparedtoRs2in cording to the Pakistan
doing well. political rhetoric in this mate, while highlighting had been legally bought, | sustainable given the necessary resources the previous fiscal Bureau of Statistics

"That realityis just country has gotten very the party's stance on FBlofficialssaid, adding | current market condi- and education.
setting in," Trump told ~heated. It time tocool it ~ such topics as abortion, ~ they believed it had been
the Washington Exam- down.” Bidenand Trump immigration and the purchased by the
iner on Sunday. "Irarely spoke to each other on econom: suspect's father. The of-
look away from the Saturday night after the The FBI identified ficials said " 'a suspicious
crowd. Had I not done shooting. First LadyJill Thomas Matthew device" was found in the
that in that moment, well, Biden also spoke with Crooks of Bethel Park, suspect's vehicle, which
we would not be talking former First Lady Mela- Pennsylvania, as the was inspected by bomb
today, would we? nia Trump on Sunday af- suspect and said the technicians.

Police ‘arrest’ Imran over several
May 9 cases

Eventually, the gated by SSP Investiga- todyof MrKhanand his Islamabad police after
team mentioned the ar- tions ~ Dr  Anoosh wife Bushra BibitoNAB she was released by a
rest of Imran Khanin 12 Masood ~ Chaudhry. authorities on physical court.
cases and returned to Other cases, including remand for eight days in On Sunday, Magis-
the provincial capital. the attack on Shadman the new Toshakhana trate Malik Imran dis-

Out of the dozen police station, were be- case. charged Sanam Javed
cases registered against ing investigated by divi- The decision was from an FIA case but she
the former premier, po-  sional SPs. announced by wasarrested by the capi-
lice officials said that two These cases were Islamabad Accountabil- tal city’s police, her law-
in particular, which per- registered against Mr ity ~ Court  Judge yer Mian Ashfaq said.
tained to the attacks on  Khan over his alleged in-  Muhammad Ali Warraich Earlier, Ms Javed L -
the residence of the volvement in the attack onaNAB plea. Theywill told the media that she y
Lahore corps com- on a police station in be produced in the court was released afteram “il- | |agricultural tube wells to solar energy.
mander and the Askari Shadman, military instal- on July 22. . legal del?ufun" which B _l l 7 dl T
Tower, were the focus of lations, government It is worth mention- ~ continued for over a
police high- ws pmpe?es Snd officials. i‘(‘}%lha' ?inhSalur}‘layMr i razil siams ‘endiess massacre’ in

A police official sai The FIRs were reg- an and his wife were s Javed said her .
the coprg{s commander _istered with the Sarwar acquited in the Kidat stance i the same as i Gaza after bomblngs
house attack was being Road, Gulberg, Race case but they could not was 14 months back an . R .
probed by a joint e Course, Nase%rabad, be releascd as authori- will remain firm in her | BRASILIA (INP): 92 people were killed tinian people. Tens of sador from Isracl over
tigation team (JIT) led Shadman, and other po- ties issued fresh orders ~stance. The government of and 300 wounded ina thousands have al- the conflict, ratcheting
by DIG Investigation lice stations of Lahore.  toarrest him. The Islamabad po- | Brazilian President Saturday strike on Al- ready died in succes- up tensions after he
Zeeshan Asghar, Separately, an ac- Meanwhile, PTIac- lice is yet to confirm or | Luiz Inacio Lula da Mawasi, an Isracli- sive attacks since last earlier accused the
whereas the Askari countability court in tivist Sanam Javed was deny the PTI activist’s | Silva on Sunday de- designated "safe zone" year, many of them in  country's government
Tower case was investi- Islamabad handed cus- also rearrested by arrest. nounced Isracli strikes  on the Mediterrancan  delimited humanitar- of genocide.
onsouthern Gaza, urg- coast. The civil de- ian zones that should Israel reacted fu-
ing the world not to fence agency said an- be protected," said the riously, declaring the
"remain silent in the other 20 were killed in  statement. Brazilian leader per-
face of this endless an Isracli strike on a "We, the political sona non grata.
massacre." makeshift mosque at leaders of the demo- Militants also took

"The most recent  Al-Shati refugee camp ~ cratic world, cannot 252 hostages, 116 of
bombing in the Gaza in the territory's north. remain silent in the whom remain in Gaza,
Strip, which claimed On Sunday, 15 face of this endless including 42 the army
the lives of hundreds were killed in a Gaza massacre." says are dead.
of innocent people, is school sheltering those Hamas on Sunday Israel's retaliatory
unacceptable," read a - displaced by the war, decided to withdraw offensive has killed at
statement from the according to the civil from Gaza ceasefire least 38,584 people in
presidency. defence agency. negotiations in the Gaza, mostly civilians,

The health minis- "Itisappalling that wake of the bomb- according to the
QUETTA Provincial MlmsterfoeresmckandDalryDe»elopmemBakhtMnhammad Kakaris| | try in the Hamas-run they continueto collec- ings. Brazil in May territory's health min-
listening to people's problems in his office. Gaza Strip saidat least tively punishthe Pales- withdrew its ambas- istry.

year. (PBS)
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Govt to ban PTI, seek Article 6 proceedings
against Imran, others

ISLAMABAD: In its latest

attempt to suppress the PTI, the
federal government on Monday
announced that it has decided to
ban the party and seek Article 6
proceedings against its founder

Imran Khan, ex-president Dr Arif
Alvi, and former NA deputy
speaker, Qasim Suri.

The move appears to be an
attempt to prevent incarcerated
former prime minister Khan’s PTI
from becoming the single largest
party in the National Assembly.

The announcement was
made on the heels of relief given
to the PTI by the top court in the
reserved seats case as well as to
the party chief in the Iddat case.

It has yet to be determined
what impact the planned ban
would have on the top court’s
decision on reserved seats as well
as the PTl-affiliated lawmakers.

Speaking during a press con-
ference in Islamabad, Information
Minister Atta Tarar said that if the
country is to move in a forward
direction, it cannot do so with
PTI’s existence.

“In view of the foreign fund-
ing case, May 9 riots, and the ci-
pher episode as well as the reso-
lution passed in the US, we be-
lieve that there is very credible
evidence present to have the PTI
banned " he said.

e are going to impose a
ban on PTI and we believe that
Article 17 of the C gives

ernment shall, within fifteen days
of such declaration, refer the mat-
ter to the Supreme Court whose
decision on such reference shall
be final.” The information minis-
ter added that whether it was the
foreign funding case, the riots of
May9, or the manipulation of the
cipher saga, in which the former
Pakistani to the US,

the government the right to ban

political parties, and this matter

will be referred to the Supreme
‘ourt.”

Article 17(2) ofthe Constitu-
tion states that “every citizen, not
being in the service of Pakistan,
shall have the right to form or be a
member of a political party, sub-
ject to any reasonable restrictions
imposed by law in the interest of
the smerelgnty or integrity of Pa-

istan.”

It further adds that “such law
shall provide that where the Fed-
eral Government declares that any
political party has been formed or
is operating in a manner prejudi-
cial to the sovereignty or integ-
rity of Pakistan, the Federal Gov-

Asad Majeed — who authored the
clpher —clarified that there was

“no threat”, the PTI continued
decrymg that the country was in
danger. “You tried to damage the
country’s diplomatic relations for
the sake of your political interests
and went on to get a resolution
passed against Pakistan in the
US,” he said. ‘Article 6 reference
to be moved against Arif Alvi,
Imran Khan, and Qasim Suri’To
further tighten the noose around
the PTI, Tarar said that the gov-
ernment had decided to file a ref-
erence against former president
ArifAlvi, Imran Khan, and the ex-
deputy speaker of the National
Assernbly, Qasim Suri, under Ar-
ticle 6 of the Constitution.

QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta Division Hamza Shafagat talking to the media in his office.

o S
ISLAMABAD: Ambassador- -designate of Cambodna, Mr. Chea Sok, presenting his diplomatic creden-|
tials to President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Reserved seats: Govt decides to file review
petition against SC verdict

ISLAMABAD (INP): The fed-
eral government has decided to
file a review petition against the
Supreme Court (SC) on Sunni
Ittehad Council’s (SIC)

appeal, declaring Imran
Khan-founded PTI eligible for
seats reserved for women and
minorities.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Islamabad, Federal In-
formation Minister Ata Tarar
said that the government and
coalition parties have decided to
file review

petition against the Supreme
Court verdict, questioning
whether those granted relief
were present in court and
whether the Constitution should
not be implemented.

He said that the petition will
also ask whether the election act
2017 sections be declared void
and whether the Parliament hold
the authority to interpret and

Maryam Nawaz vows to make Punjab's

LAHORE (INP): Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
shared her vision to make ev-
ery young citizen of Punjab
skilled for financial indepen-
dence.

Sharing her message on
World Youth Skills Day, she
emphasised the pivotal role of
youth for a sustainable future
as skilled youth was an invest-
ment and asset, she described.

CM stressed the need to
abreast youth with skills and
capabilities required in a rap-
idly changing world.

Maryam Nawaz said the
Punjab government was dedi-
cated to providing resources of
vocational training to youth.

Punjab CM highlighted the
importance of information and
communication Technology
(ICT) roles in the global job
market.

youth skilled

She announced to increase
students enrolment by 40,000
gradually for Technical Educa-
tion, Vocational and Entrepre-
neurship Training Authority
(TEVTA) under CM Skills De-
velopment Initiative.

She stated that middle
tech, matric tech and interme-
diate tech were being intro-
duced for students interested
in IT. Every year, on July 15th
‘World Youth Skills Day is be-
ing observed across the world
including Pakistan.

In 2014, the United Na-
tions General Assembly desig-
nated World Youth Skills Day
to highlight the need to prepare
young people for employment,
fulfilling work and entrepre-
neurship. This year, the theme,
"Youth Skills for Peace and
Development," highlights the
role of youth in peacebuilding

and sustainable development.

Pakistan ranks 5th among
the 195 countries in the young
populace. Around 64 pc of
population is below the age of
30 and young people between
age 15 to 29 constitute 36 pc
of population.

However, with inadequate
financial resources and lack of |
career counsclling, young
people have no access to qual-
ity education.

Young people are not
taught practical based, market-
driven skills and education in
the universities that lead to un-
employment and poverty.

Youth bulge can become
boon instead of bane if youth
are equipped with the latest
technology that not only im-
proves the standard of living,
but the in-fact progress of the
country.

Karachi’s BRT Green, Orange lines

KARACHI (INP): In order to
ensure security, Karachi’s
Green and Orange lines will
remain suspended during 8, 9
and 10 Muharram, reported on
Monday.

suspended

Hussainian Iranian
Imambargah in Kharadar.

Muhammad Ali (MA)
Jinnah Road will remain closed
from Gurumandir to Tower due
to scaurity concerns.

As per the
both BRTs will resume ser-
vices from July 18.

Meanwhile, Peoples Bus
Service also announced the
suspension of its operations on
specific routes during 9 and 10
Muharram.

A day ecarlier, the city’s
traffic police issued a traffic
management plan for proces-
sions on the 8th, 9th and 10th
of Muharram.

According to the traffic
plan issued, on 8th Muharram,
a procession will start from
Nishtar Park and

¥

5
INASEERABAD: Assistant Commissioner Aji
water channel of the Industries Water Supply Scheme.

The will go
through lehlar Park, Sir Shah
Nawaz Bhutto Road, Mehfil-
i-Shah-i-Khurasan, MA Jinnah
Road (point a), Mansfield
Street, Preedy Street, Tibet
Chowk, MA Jinnah Road
(point b), Baba-e-Urdu, Bara
Imam,

Nishtar Road,
Hussain Road, Bolton Market,
MA Jinnah Road (point c),
Nawaz Mahabat Khanjee
Road, Bombay Bazar,
Kharadar Police Station to
Hussainian Iranian

(poi
Altaf

On 9th Muharram (Tues-
day), a procession will be taken
out from Martin Road
Imambargah, Liaquatabad at
9am. It will reach Nishtar Park
at 12pm, where a Majlis will
be held.

Afterwards, the proces-
sion will be taken out from
Nishtar Park for Hussainian
Iranian Imambargah,
Kharadar, via Sir Shah Nawaz
Bhutto Road, Mehfil-i-Shah-i-
Khurasan, MA Jinnah Road
int a),

Mansfield Street, Preedy
Street, Tibet Chowk,

Jinnah Road (point b), Bolton
Market, Bombay Bazaar,
Kharadar, Nawaz Mahabat
Khanjee Road and then to
Hussainian Iranian
Imambargah.

Khan Mandokhail reviewing the water supply in the|

amend the C or not.

The minister emphasized
that the government has a strong
constitutional position on the
matter and patience shown by
government is being taken as
weakness.

The presser came after a

13-member bench of the top
court, headed by Chief Justice
Qazi Faez Isa, ruled that the PTI
is eligible for the allocation of
reserved seats, dealing a major
setback to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s ruling coali-
tion.

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
announced the 8-5 majority ver-
dict, setting aside the Peshawar
High Court’s (PHC) order
wherein it had upheld the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan’s
(ECP) decision denying the re-
served seats to the SIC.

Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa, Justice
Jamal Mandokhail, Justice
Naeem Afghan, Justice Yahya
Afridi, and Justice Ameenuddin
Khan opposed the majority de-
cision.

The reserved seats issue

body, citing the party’s failure
to submit its list of candidates,
denied allocating the reserved
seats to the SIC via its 4-1 ma-
Jjority verdict on March 4.

The election commission
distributed the reserved seats for
women and minorities among
other polmnal parties.

The PTI-backed SIC had
approached the court after the
ECP refused to allocate the re-
served seats due to the party’s
failure to submit its list of can-
didates before the deadline. The
Peshawar High Court (PHC)
upheld the ECP’s decision, lead-
ing the SIC to appeal to the Su-
preme Court.

In the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly — ac-
cording to a notification, the
ECP allocated one reserved seat
each to Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam
Pakistan, Pakistan Muslim

came to limelight aﬂer over 80
Pakistan Tehs saf (P’
backed independent candldales
emerged victorious in the Feb-
ruary 8 elections.
The SIC then

g (PML-N) and
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP).
In Sindh Assembly — allocated
reserved seat for women to

the ECP on February 21 seek-
ing allocation of reserved seats.
However, the PTI suffered
t_the electoral

Qaumi M
Pakistan (MQM-P) and PPP.
PPP’s Samita Afzal and MQM-
P’s Fouzia Hameed elected on
reserved seaf

Govt providing equal development

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
said the government is provid-
ing the youth with modern edu-
cation, equal development
opportunities and profes-
sional training to help them com-
pete with the world.
In his message on the oc-

Day, he said the initiative of
sending three hundred thou-

opportunities to youth: PM

sand youth for professional
training not only

in the field of information
technology but also one thou-
sand for modern agriculture in
China is a reiteration of the
commitment. In this regard,
not only

women but also youth be-
longing to backward areas are
being given special priority.

The Prime Minister said

training programs in the field
of information technology are
also continuing at the national
level. The process has been
started for

reforms in institutions un-
der NAVTCC. He said the
government is ensuring provi-
sion of market based skills and
professional training to thou-
sands of youth through these
technical institutes.

(QUETTA: Various delegations are meeting with Provincial Minister PHE Sardar
[Abdul Rahman Khetran.

Sher Afzal Marwat’s non-bailable arrest
warrant issued

RAWALPINDI (INP): A
Rawalpindi civil court has is-
sued a non-bailable arrest war-
rant for former PTI leader Sher
Afzal Marwat in a case re-
lated to

illegal constructions.

As per details, the warrant
was issued in response to a
complaint filed by the
Rawalpindi Development Au-
thority (RDA) regarding unau-
thorized building

activities near the Thalian
Motorway Interchange. The
court ordered to arrest Sher
Afzal Marwat and present him
before the court on July 30.

The RDA had registered
a case against Marwat for con-
structing buildings without per-
mission, violating development
regulations. The allegations
against Marwat include build-
ing structures on a plot with-
out obtaining the necessary ap-
provals, in violation of the

RDA’s bylaws.

On July 13, the party sus-
pended the basic party mem-
bership of Sher Afzal Marwat
on directives of PTI founder
Imran Khan, over ‘violation’ of
discipline and

policies. Sher Afzar
Marwat’s membership was
suspended after he failed to
satisfy the party leadership
against show-cause notices is-
sued to him.

An inquiry committee was
formed after the PTI founder
had authorised the party lead-
ership to take action against
those who violated the policy.
Sher Afzal

Marwat has been sus-
pended due to his consistent

iolation of party discipline and

caused harm to the party and
its leadership, and he has been
unable to provide satisfactory
explanations for his behavior.

Earlier, the PTI issued a
show-cause notice to Sher
Afzal Marwat for making ir-
responsible statements. The
notice was issued by PTI Sec-
retary General Omar Ayub
Khan and asked Marwat to
explain his statements within
three days, which have been
deemed damaging to the
party’s reputation.

The notice states that such
statements are against the
party’s discipline and violate
the clear instructions of the
party’s founder, Imran Khan,
who has the im-

p
damaging statements against
the leadership, a notification
issued by PTI

Secretary-General Omar
Ayub read.

The notification added that
Sher Afzal Marwat’s actions

portance of responsible behav-
.

=)

Marwat was warned that
failure to respond or provide a
satisfactory explanation may
lead to further disciplinary ac-
tion.




