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Punjab information minister terms PT I’s existence a threat
to Pakistan’s integrity, sovereignty.

Govt blames PTI for
violence in Bannu
peace march

Chaman Protesters Demands Accepted:
Former Balochistan Minister

NEWS DESK: Federal
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting, Atta Tarar, on
Sunday accused the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) of
orchestrating violence during
the Bannu peace march.

“PTI has a history of
violent politics. They seek
casualties to blame on security
forces, acting more like a
terrorist organisation than a
political party. I call them
TTP-PTL” Tarar said during a
press conference in
Islamabad.

The minister stated that
creating instability in the
country is part of PTI's
manifesto, as evidenced by the
attack on the Pakistan Televi-
sion building in Islamabad by
its workers in 2014.

He remarked that the
party has consistently pro-
moted the politics of violence
and used abusive language

HafizUllah Sherani, Sardar Muhammad Khondai :

CHAMAN: The ten-month
protest at the Paki-
stan-Afghanistan
Chaman Border has
concluded with the
Pakistani government
accepting the de-
mands of the Chaman
sit-in.

The protest began on Novem-
ber 21,2023, over new
travel restrictions re-
quiring passports and
visas for crossing, cit-
ing security concerns.
The restrictions were
met with criticism, as
they disrupted daily
life and trade.

After eight rounds of negotia-
tions, ormer
Balochistan Minister

Inayatullah Kasi an-
nounced that the gov-
ernment agreed to al-
low travel with ID
cards and Afghan
Tazkira,
restoring previous protocols.
as Yar Khan from
the Perlat Committee
confirmed that cross-
border movement re-
sumed, and detained
protest leaders were
released.

Local businessman and former
president of the Paki-
stan Chamber of
Commerce, Daru
Khan Achakzal em-
phasized the economic
impact of the closure,
highlighting increased

thefis due to financial
hardships.

He stressed the importance of
maintaining open bor-
ders to support the re-
gional economy.

While the decision was wel-
comed, Afghan
Taliban officials have
not yet confirmed their
stance, indicating
travel to Boldak re-
mains pending. Efforts
to reach Balochistan’s
Interior Minister and

PDMA Report: 10 dead and 1799
people affected in Balochistan

Syed Muhammad Qaseem :

QUETTA: The Provincial
Disaster Management Author-
ity (PDMA) Balochistan re-
ports severe impacts from the
recent MONSOON rains across
several districts.

Since June 7, ten people
have lost their lives, with inci-
dents involving collapsing roofs
and walls causing injuries to 31
others, including children.

The rains have completely

destroyed 89 houses and par-
tially damaged 170 more, af-
fecting a total of 1,799 people.
Infrastructure damage includes
17 kilometres of roads and 310
acres of agricultural land.

Despite the heavy rains,
dams in the region remain
stable. PDMA and district ad-
ministrations are actively con-
ducting relief operations to as-
sist affected areas.

Water Shortages Impact
Balochistan Farmers: Pro-
vincial Ministers Take Action

News Desk:

Quetta: Farmers in
Balochistan are facing difficulties
due to insufficient water supply
from the Kirthar Canal. In re-

sponse, Provincial Health Mini
ter Sardarzada Faisal Khan Jamali
and Sindh Irrigation Minister Jam
Khan Shoro visited the Sukkur
Barrage to address the issue.

During the visit, Chief Engi-
neer Mansoor Memon provided
abriefing on the water supply situ-
ation. The ministers were accom-
panied by local leaders, including
Sardar Muhammad Haroon Khan
Jnmall and Mir Nadeem Khan

Mlmster Sardarzada Faisal

Khan Jamali highlighted the ur-
gent need for Balochistan to re-
ceive its fair share of water to alle-
viate the struggles faced by farm-
ersand landlords. Ensuring water
supply could lead to agricultural
prosperity and boost the
country’s foreign exchange.

Minister Jam Khan Shoro as-
sured that Balochistan will receive
its rightful water allocation, with
third-party monitoring to ensure
compliance.

The Sindh government is
committed to resolving the water
shortage and supporting
Balochistan’s agricultural commu-
nity.

overnment spokes-
person for comments
were unsuccessful.
The resolution is a positive step
towards improved bi-
lateral relations and
economic stability.

against political

Attaullah Tarar claimed
that PTI always seeks to
exploit dead bodies to propa-
gate against the government,
police, and security forces. He
alleged that the incidents of
May 9 last year were orches-
trated in search of 50 to 60
dead bodies, with the aim of
derailing the entire system and
spreading anarchy in the
count;

“PTI elements infiltrated
the traders' peace march in
Bannu, instigating chaos and
firing near the attack site. One
person died, and 22 were
injured. Thankiully, a major
disaster was averted.”

Responding to reports
about former prime minister
Imran Khan's imprisonment
conditions, Tarar denied he
was being held in a death row
cell.

“The Sharif family
endured harsh conditions, but
Imran Khan enjoys presidential
suites at Adiala Jail, with
access to a gym, kitchen,
walking gallery, and luxurious
meals.” The minister also
mentioned ongoing investiga-
tions into the attack on the
Pakistani consulate in Ger-
many. “We are identifying
involved Pakistani citizens
through video footage. Their
ID cards and passports will be
revoked, and severe action
will follow. If political ele-
ments are involved, Imran
Khan won’t be able to save
them.”

Deputy Commlsswner Chaghi Vi

its Gardi

Jungle Refugee Camp

Deputy Commissioner
Chaghi recently visited the Af-
ghan refugee camp, Gardi Jungle,
where he held a special meeting
with their leaders.

During the discussion, the
leaders highlighted pressing so-
cial issues such as access to
drinking water, education, and
healthcare.

In response, DC Chaghi
promised swift action, assuring

Solarization in Balochistan: A

Boon or a Looming Crisis

Continued to page 2

Riaz Baloch::

that schools for both boys and
girls would be constructed soon,
along with a basic health centre.
He urged the leaders to maintain
apositive environment and report
any illegal activities to the au-
thorities.

Additionally, the leaders were
briefed on the Apex Committee’s
decisions, emphasizing not to
shelter any foreigners.

They were also encouraged

to support the government’s ef-
forts when the next phase of im-
‘migrant returns begins, which the
leaders agreed to do.

The meeting concluded with
the leaders expressing heartfelt
gratitude to the Government of
Pakistan for its longstanding sup-
port,
providing Afghan refugees
with dignity and employment op-
portunities over the decades.

Lebanon state media says Israeli
strike 'targeted ammunition depot'

Continued to page 3

PM Shehbaz Sharif vows
state-of-the-art free healthcare
for deserving patients

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
announced on Sunday the
government's commitment
fo providing state-of-the-
art free healthcare facilities
to deserving patients na-
tionwide. Addressing the
groundbreaking ceremony
of the Jinnah Medical Com-
plex, the prime minister
stated that the complex
would be one of the
region’s premier medical
centres, offering 100% free
medical treatment to the
needy.

“This is the gift of the coalition
government not only for
the resids

Nawaz Sharif’s vision of
providing free medical ser-
vices to the poor while of-
fering paid services to
wealthier patients.

PM Shehbaz Sharifexpressed his
gratitude to Chairman HBL.
Sultan Ali Allana and Prince
Rahim Aga Khan for their
free technical consultancy
support for the project. He
acknowledged the Aga
Khan Foundation’s long-
standing contributions to
the count

He directed the authorities to com-
plete the project within one
year, despite the challeng-
ing timeline, emphasising

ination and continu-

and Islamabad but for the
people from Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, Azad Jammu
& Kashmir, and Gilgit-
Baltistan as well,

” PM Shehbaz Sharif said. The
premier highlighted that the
completed medical complex
would offer world-class
healthcare facilities, includ-
ing specialised depart-
ments for heart, kidney,
lung, and cancer treat-

ments.
Additionally, a modern first aid
emergency section with air
ambulance services for re-
mote areas will be estab-

Numng schools and laboratorics
will be integrated into the
hospital, ensuring deserv-
ing patients receive 100%
free lab tests. The Prime
Minister stressed that this
model aligns with PML-N
President Muhammad

ous work. The prime minis-
ter assured that govern-
ment funding would notbe

He al<0 (hanked Islamabad Chief'
Commissioner Ali
Randhawa for providing
land for the project and ex-
pressed his appreciation for
the support from the fi-
nance minister, finance sec-
retary, and planning minis-
ter. Regarding compensa-
tion for those affected by
the land acquisition, the
premier instructed the pro-
vision of a one-window fa-
cility to expedite their is-
sues. Health Coordinator Dr

tar Ahmed, MNAs Dr
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry.

Hanif Abbasi, and Raja Khurrum
Nawaz also spoke at the
event. Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar was in at-
tendance. NEWS DESK.

Rainfall expected across Pakistan
over next 24 hours

Continued to page 4
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olarization Project: A Beacon o
Hope for Balochistan’s Agriculture

Editorial:

ignificant stride towards sustainable development, Prime Minister
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif has launched a visionary project to solarize nearly

Solarization in Balochistan: A Boon or a Looming Crisis

Syed Ali Shah:

!n a significant stride
towards sustainable de-
velopment, Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif has launched a
visionary project to so-
larize nearly 28,000 agri-
cultural tube wells in
Balochistan. While this

28,000 agricultural tube wells in This. initiative,
executed in collaboration between the federal and Balochista governments,
‘marks a pivotal moment in the provinee’s agricultural landscape. By transitioning
electric tube wells to solar power, the project ensures a consistent and sustain-
able water supply for farmers, heralding a new era of agricultural productivity
and economic growth.

The 55 billion rupee project, with 70% financing from the federal govern-
ment and 30% from the Balochistan government, is not just a testament to
intergovernmental cooperation but also a commitment to merit-based develop-
ment. Prime Minister Sharif has set an ambitious three-month deadline for the
completion of the solarization process, emphasizing the urgency and impor-
tance of this initiative.

Solar-powered tube wells promise a reliable water supply throughout the
day, addressing the long-standing issue of limited electricity availability, which
has previously restricted water access to a mere 2 to 6 hours per day despite
substantial federal subsidies. This transformation will significantly enhance
agricultural productivity, expand arable land, and ultimately improve the liveli-
hoods of Balochistan’s farmers.

During the signing ceremony in Quetta, Prime Minister Sharif highli ghled

of solar energy, he

the and ccunomlc

government’s dedi i ble energy sources

This. pro]cct thc federal ’s unwavering support for
amodel of and commit-

ment to addressing the province’s unique challenges.
Moreover, the Prime Minister’s announcement of additional initiatives,
including substantial quotas for Balochistan students in vocational training
programs in China and the establishment of Danish schools in the province,
reflects a comprehensive approach to uplift Balochistan. By investing in edu-
cation and skill development, the government aims to empower the youth,
fostering a generation capable of driving the province’s future growth and
prosperity.
Addressing Balochistan’s provincial cabinet, Prime Minister Sharif called
for collective efforts to alleviate deprivations and promote the province’s de-
velopment. His message was clear: the path to progress lies in merit-based
initiatives and inclusive development strategies that leave no one behind.
‘The solarization project is more than just an infrastructure upgrade; it is a
beacon of hope for Balochistan’s agriculiural sector. It represents a commit-
ment to sustainable practices, economic empowerment, and the promotion of
merit in developmental endeavors. As the project unfolds, it promises to pave
the way for a brighter future for the province’s farmers and youth, setting a
precedent for other regions to follow.
ion, the solarization of agricultural tube wells in Balochman is
nd

collaboration. It is a shining example of how targeted, well- pldnncd interven-
tions can drive significant positive change, offering hope and prosperity to
those who need it most.

Befits the bill

By Shahzad Sharjeel:

o sues them a letter of hamlets across the coun-
ETH‘”YI""”"““"‘ support. The surest way try incurring infrastruc-
decrease, and natural of getting rid of these ture costs running into

as outages and elec-  bleeding-heart patriots hundreds of millions, line
tricity loadshedding will  is to ask them to deposit losses, and theft? Rural
continue until we hold a letter of guarantee areas have as much right
ourselves and all state worth onlyamilliondol- to essential amenities as
and government compo-  lars. anyone in the country,
nents accountable. The Returning to the but how come everyone
right questions, policies, latest superhero to the plays along as if free
and priorities will make rescue, after you get lunches exist? These
Pakistan sustainable. We  over his chutzpah, one schemes are aimed at get-
can’t rob the coming wants toask, ‘Really! K-  ting votes. The constitu-
generauone of their fu- ctric? The same en- ents believe they elect
tity that Shanghai Elec- their representatives to
" Not a day passes tric could not buy? He get subsidised, if not
without a new saviour would buy it and run it free, electricity, |eachmg
appearing on the hori- like a soup kitchen. jobs, transfers and
zon, promising the moon. We are not asking postings, and to sort out
A litany of snake oil the right questions matters with the local po-
salesmen is peddling ‘to  about power woes. lice.
pay or not to pay elec- A egislator’s To cut to the chase,
ricity bills’ as the exis- speech is also making we behave silly because
tential question. A do- the rounds. The MNA it suits us. We have not
gooder 1s making bids raves and rants about asked the questions that
for K-Electric through ‘bias’ against Sindh, we should have, for in-
video shorts. All that which causes 18-hour- ~ stance, “why does my vil-
stands between long- long power outages. The  lage have to get electric-
suffering Karachiites legislator is alsolivid at ity from the national
and an affordable and the buck being passed grid?” ‘Why can’t more
reliable power supplyis to the masses for elec- localised solutions like
for someone to tell him tricity theft and non- run-of-river, small hydro
how power companies payment of bills. Such generation,
are acquired, he pro- bravado is possible be- renewables like wind and
claims, cause we are all accom- solar energy be used?
Many an adviser to plices in allowing the Why should K-Electric
the Ministry of Finance situation to cometo this. be allowed to keep its
can regale you with sto- Who does not generation plants idle and
ries of shysters willingto ~ know of rural electrifica- demand the national grid
pay the entire national tion schemes for provide cheaper hydro
debt if the ministry is- sparsely populated units?

ive initiative
marks a pl\'ulal ‘moment
in the provinee’s agricul-
tural landscape, it raises
two critical challenges
that must be addressed.

First, Balochistan is
prone to natural calami-
ties and is already bear-

of Balochistan. Will there
be check and balance
mechanisms to prevent
similar issues?

e 55 billion rupee
project, with 70% financ-
ing from the federal gov-
ernment and 30% from
the Balochistan govern-
‘ment, is not just a testa-
‘ment to intergovernmen-
tal cooperation but also
a commitment to merit-
based development.
Prime Minister Sharifhas
set an ambitious three-
month deadline for the
completion of the solar-
ization process, empha-
sizing the urgency and

tion will siy

hance agricultural pro-
ductivity, expand arable
land, and ultimately im-
prove the livelihoods of
Balochistan’s farmers.
During the signing
ceremony in Quetta,
Prime Minister Sharif
highlighted the environ-
mental and economic ad-
vantages of solar energy,
reaffirming
government’s dedication
fo promoting renewable
energy sources nation-
wide. This project under-
scores the federal
government’s unwaver-
ing support for

ing the brunt of climate

‘global warm-
ing. Ifthcgruwm com-
munity pumps water
thmugh solar paneh 24/

of this initia-
tive.
Solar-powered tube
wells promise a reliable
water su

ter ldblc could dcplclc
rapidly, posing a severe
threat. Has our govern-
ment analyzed this po-
tential risk? In the past,
subsidies on agricultural
tube wells have caused
depleting water tables in
Quetta and other parts

)
the day, addressing the
long-standing issue of
limited electricity avail-
ability, which has previ-
ously restricted water
access to a mere 2 to 6
hours per day despite
substantial federal sub-
sidies. This transforma-

’s develop-
ment, showcasing a
model of cooperation
and commitment to ad-
dressing the province’s
unique challenges.
Moreover, the Prime
Minister’s announce-
ment of additional initia-
tives, including substan-
tial quotas for
Balochistan students in
vocational training pro-
grams in China and the

of Danish
schools in the province,

to sustainable practices,

reflectsa
approach to uplift
Balochistan.

By investing in
education and skill de-
velopment, the govern-
ment aims to empower
the youth, fostering a
geneération capable of
driving the province’s

ture growth and pros-
perity.
Addressing
Balochistan’s provincial
cabinet, Prime Minister
Sharif called for collec-
tive efforts to alleviate
deprivations and pro-
mote the province’s
velopment. His message
was clear: the path to
progress lies in merit-
based initiatives and in-
clusive development
strategies that leave no
one behind.

The solarization
project is more than just
an infrastructure up-
arade; it is a beacon of
hope for Balochistan’s
agricultural sector. It

and the promotion of
merit in developmental
endeavors. As
project unfolds, it prom-
ises to pave the way for
a brighter future for the
province’s farmers and
youth, setting a prece-
dent for other regions to
follow.

In conclusion, the
solarization of agricul-
tural tube wells in
Balochistan is a land-
mark initiative that em-
bodies the principles of
merit, sustainability, and
collaboration. However,
careful management is
essential toavoid poten-
tial negative impacts,
such as the depletion of
the underground water
table.

By addressing
these.  challenges
pruacl ely, the govern-

ment can ensure that this
initiative delivers on its
promise of lasting posi-
tive change.

Protecting KP’s glaciers

By Tariq Afghan:

£HE illegal cutting and
commercial exploitation
of glaciers within the re-
gions of Dir, Chitral,
Swat Shangla, Kaghan,
Naran, and other parts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
pose a significant threat
to the ecological and cli-
matic stability of the
province. These activi-
uc; are in direct violation
the environmental
pmteclion statutes and
regulations governing
KP.

With over 7,000
known glaciers, Pakistan
forms the largest mass of
ice outside the polar re-
gions. Northern Paki-
stan, crisscrossed by the
Karakoram, Himalayan,
and Hindu Kush moun-
tain ranges, is a land-
scape carved out of ice
and rock. These glaciers
provide much-needed ir-
rigation to local commu-
nities, acting as the life-
blood of civilisation in
the north. Local commu-
nities have developed
intricate systems of ca-
nals to utilise glacier
meltwater for crop irriga-
tion.

However, climate
change has profoundly
affected Pakistan, lead-
ing to rapidly rising tem-
peratures and melting
snow, which cause mas-
ive flooding, deva
ing villages and leading
to frequent drownings.
Like many alpine areas
worldwide, glaciers in
Pakmdn are receding.

s home to ap-
pmxmme]y 3,050 gla-
ciers, primarilylocated in
its northern regions.
These glaciers are cru-
cial for the region’s wa-
ter resources and eco-
logical balance. It has
come to light that certain
individuals and entities
are engaged in the
unauthorised extraction
and transportation of

glacier ice for
purposes, cutting gla-
ciers into large blocks.
This exploitation causes
the rapid depletion of
hese critical natural re-

sources.

Local sources re-
port that during the past
few years, especially
during Ramazan, 200 to
300 mini-trucks loaded
with ice blocks were
transported daily from
Upper Dir to other parts
of Dir, Bajaur, Malakand,
and even Mardan Dis-
trict.

The local popula-
tion remains largely un-
aware of the glaciers” i
portance to their area’s
ecological system.

Like manyalpine ar-
cas worldwide, glaciers
in Pakistan are receding.

Tronically, despite
Pakistan’s obligations
under international envi-
ronmental laws, no spe-
cific legislation ad-
dresses glacier protec-
tion at the national or
provincial levels.

The Environmental
Protection Act of 199

e Khybe!
Pakhtunkhwa Environ-
mental Protection Act of

ind the Climate
Change Act of 2017 do
not mention glaciers.
This legal void s alarm-
ing, given the critical role
glaciers play in the
region’s ecological and
climatic stability.
In2010, lawmakers
in Argentina passed the
world’q first nauonal gla-

2N

5
S

the assembly
of Gilgit-Baltistan, needs
to pass glacier protection
and preservation laws
immediately to stop fur-
ther damage.

The unauthorised
cutting of glaciers con-
stitutes a clear violation
of environmental protec-
tion laws and regulations
in force within KP.

These actions re-
quire immediate investi-
gation and enforcement
of the relevant legal pen-
alties against the perpe-
trators.

The depletion of
glaciers disrupts the frag-
ile ecological balance,
adversely affecting local
flora and fauna. The loss
of these glaciers under-
mines efforts to preserve
biodiversity and protect
endangered species
within these regions.
Glaciers playan essential
role in regulating Earth’s
climate by reflecting so-
lar radiation and main-
taining the global tem-
perature balance. The re-
duction of glacier mass
accelerates global warm-
ing and climate change,
leading to severe conse-
quences for weather pat-
terns, agricultural pro-
ductivity, and human
health.

These glaciers serve
as important

communities that de-
pend on this sector. Pa-
Kistan is a signatory to
the Paris Agreement and
several other interna-
tional laws on climate is-
sues and environmental
protection, which man-
date the protection of
our glacier reserves.

The United Nations
Framework Convention
on Climate Change,
along with its subse-
quent protocols and
agreements such as the
Kyoto Protocol and the
Paris Agreement, com-
mits parties to reduce
greenhouse gas emis-
sions and combat cli-
mate change, which di-
rectly impact glacier melt
and preservation.

Article 2 of the Paris
Agreement aims to limit
clobal warming to well
below two degrees Cel-
sius, with efforts to limit
the increase to 1.5°C, a
critical target for reduc-
ing the rate of glacier
melting.

The Convention on
Biological Diversity pro-
motes the conservation
of biological diversity,
the sustainable use of its
components, and fair
and equitable sharing of
benefits arising from ge-
netic resources.

Article 8 of the CBD

programmes and strate-
gies to combat desertifi-
cation and promote sus-
tainable land manage-
ment practices.

The United Nations
2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development in-
cludes 17 SDGs, several
relevant to glacier pro-
tection. SDG 13 (climate
action) asks countries to
take urgent action to
combat climate change
and its impacts, which
includes the preserva-
tion of glaciers. SDG 15
(life on land) promotes
the sustainable manage-
ment of forests, combat-
ing desertification, halt-
ing and reversing land
degradation, and stop-
ping biodiversity loss,
indirectly supporting
glacier conservation.

The authorities
need to protect these
precious reserves of gla-
ciers and conduct a com-
prehensive investigation
into illegal glacier-cut-
ting activities, identify-
ing and prosecuting
those responsible in ac-
cordance with the law.
They must strictly en-
force existing environ-
mental protection laws
and regulations to pre-
vent further illegal exploi-
tation of glaciers.
Launching awareness
to educate

reservoirs. Their degra-
dation will resultinasig-
nificant decrease in wa-
ter availability for local

in-situ con-
servation, including pro-
tecting ecosystems and
natural habitats such as
glacier regions m main-
tain viable

activities, and wildlife,

of ;pccm in lhcu natu-
al

law, which
pmh)blls mining, indus-
trial activities, and othes
harmful activities near
glaciers in the country, In
January 2024, the parlia-
ment of Tajikistan also
passed a law for the pro-
tection of glaciers.
Keeping in view the
situation, Pakistan, espe-
cially the provincial as-
sembly of KP as well as

thereb; foo
security and livelihoods.
The natural beauty and
unspoiled environment
of these regions attract a
substantial number of
tourists, contributing
significantly to the local
economy.

The destruction of
glaciers will adversely
affect tourism, leading to
economic losses for

The United Nations
Convention to Combat
Desertification ad-
dresses land degrada-
tion and desertification,
including protecting wa-
ter sources and glaciers
that contribute to re-
gional hydrological sta-
bility. Articles [0and 11
of the UNCCD focus on
national action

local communities and
stakeholders about the
long-term environmental
and economic conse-
quences of glacier deple-
tion is essential.

Furthermore, pro-
moting and supporting
sustainable practices
that ensure the conser-
vation and protection of
glaciers for future gen-
erations is crucial.

Both the KP and
federal governments are
under obligation to pass
laws for the protection
and preservation of gla-
ciers.

Expecting too much

By Shahid Kardar:

;‘ . haven’t been suffi- on motor vehicles and
L HE provinces have ciengly aggressive in property — in the latter
become the favourite collecting taxes on in- alsoa capital gains tax

punching bag of comes derived from ag- atax on ‘deemed income’
Islamabad, donors and riculture (AIT) — mak- and now even excise
commentators. Theyare ing it worse by also
being chastised for fail- treating land rented out S)mllarly, it has nar-

o
g

isa provincial ox under
the Constituti

The fcdcrdl dcmand
that the provinces raise
more revenues is some-
what bizarre.

‘There is certainly an
issue at the

of compliance for taxpay-
ers, causing increased
aggravation.

‘What is, however,
worrying is that instead
of correcting these
dnomallcs in tax struc-

ing to generate adequate s agricultural income —  rowed down
resources to fund their or to make urban prop- options to exploit the full
constitutional responsi- erty tax more progres- potential of GST on ser-
bilities and provide so- sive and robust. How- vices. For instance, by
cial and economic ser- ever, they have made a what twisted logic can
vices, such as law and decent effort in recent Islamabad levy GST on
order, education, health, years to mobilise addi- the distribution of elec-
water and sanitation, etc. tional revenues by wid-  tricity, gas, etc treating
This article examines the  ening their base of GST  them as goods, and im-
fairness of this censure, on services. As for AIT, pose excise duties on fi-
without getting into the there are outlandish nancial services in lieu of
merits of the last NFC claimsabout whatcanbe GST that the provinces
Award that has given the ~ generated from the crop  could have levied, and

level of multiple revenue-
collecting authorities:
one agency collects GST
on services, one collects
property tax and motor
vehicle tax and one reg-
isters property transfers
and collects stamp duty.
Resultantly, taxpayers
have to contend with dif-
ferent authorities for dif-
ferent taxes. This mulu-

tures bad, com-
mentatom and the IMF
are intent on consolidat-
ing and strengthening
flawed existing systems.
They want the provinces
to generate, by hook or
by crook, more revenues
to plug some magical
number of the budget
deficit. So much for their
refrain that tax reforms
are being studiously

provinces close to 60 per ~ sector as well as exag- bizarre
cent of the national di- gerated estimates of the legislation that empow-
size of the livestock sec- ers it to levy GST on re-
tor. tail outlets by treating

Over the years, them as selling goods
inces is somewhat limited Islamabad has pre- whereas all they are do-
because of the taxation empted and exploited the ~ ing is adding value as a
powers in the Constitu- revenue base of the service by selling fin-
tion and the structure of provinces that every- ished goods? These en-
GST in VAT mode. This one wants them to ex- tities are providing ser-
is not to suggest that the  ploit — motor vehicles, vices— which are treated
provinces have done real estate and services. ervices under the na-
enough to generate rev- It has levied a tional income accounts
enue. Historically, they ~silly withholding ldXC> and GST on services

o

plicity of
lecting agencies is ad-
versely affecting admin-
istrative and economic
cffmncy, leading to
higher transaction and
operational costs, the
unnecessary duplication
of functions and data-
bases, and inconsistent
legal and other treat-
ment of similar taxes.
Such acomplex arrange-
ment has raised the cost

The demand that
the provinces should
raise more revenues is
also somewhat bizarre
when examined against
the political economy
fallout of related deci-
sions were they to heed
such advice. Why on
earth would any govern-
‘ment impose of increase
atax — and, resultantly,
provoke the ire of its

constituents — to mus-
ter additional resources,
which it would be re-
quired to save for the
federal government to
spend? For this year, the
provinces are required to
produce surpluses in ex-
cess of Rs1,215 billion!
Why would they accede
to such a ridiculous de-
mand to generate sur-
pluses for Islamabad to
spend? For KP, it would
be even more politically
peculiar to do so, with
large sums owed to them
for hydel profits, and the
local economy strug-
gling to function in an
insecure and debilitating
environment.
Furthermore, the
biggest share of provin-
cial expenditures is that
of salaries and pensions.
Whereas Islamabad is it-
self bloated and contin-
ues to show little serious
intent to right-size its
workforce it has this year
revised salaries by close
t0 25pc and pensions by
15pc, demanding belt-

tightening from the rest
of the population to be
able to loosen theirs.
resulting increases have
imposed a huge burden
on the provinces, which
employ close to 80pc of
the civilian workforce in
the public sector — ex-
cluding defence person-
nel. Itis politically impos-
sible for them to deny
their employees similar
pay hikes even if they
cannot afford it.

There are other re-
current expenditures of
the provinces, resulting
from decisions taken by
the federal government.
Until the 18th Amend-
‘ment, the federal govern-
ment determined both
the level and the terms
at which the provinces
could borrow from a
source. Islamabad used
this provision to lend to
them at interest rates
substantially higher
than what it itself was
paying. The provinces
were also forced to a
cept foreign loans with-

out regard to their capa-
bility to service the debt
even for projects of du-
bious value, because the
federal government
needed foreign ex-
change to discharge its
external liabilities.

To summarise, it is
easy to be critical of the
provinces for not mar-
shalling adequate re-
sources. One must be
mindful of this given the
context in which the
provinces are operating,
the baggage they are ei-
ther already carrying or
that is being placed on
them because of federal
decisions that impact
their budgets or expect
them to share the expen-
diture on a host of
schemes initiated and
designed by Islamabad,
and launch politically
harsh tax-augmenting
measures to generate
savings for Islamabad to
fund politically driven
wasteful and unproduc-
tive recurrent expendi-
tures and projects.
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Balochistan rains leave nine dead, seven
injured: PDMA

while 170 suffered par-
tial damage, affecting
atotal of 1799 individu-

QUETTA  (INP):
Heavy rainfall in
Balochistan has re-
sulted in nine deaths
and seven injuries
since June 7, PDMA
said on Sunday.

The Provincial
Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA)
said, the incidents oc-
curred during rainfall,
with multiple cases of
roofand wall collapses
resullmg inover25 in-

uries.

The Pakistan Me-
teorological Depart-
ment (PMD) forecast
more rains-wind/thun-
dershowers in various
parts of the country
with occasional gaps
during the next week.

The PMD has ad-
vised all the concerned
authorities to remain
vigilant and take nec-
essary measures to
avoid any untoward
situation. Strong mon-
soon currents were
likely to penetrate from
Arabian Sea and Bay
of Bengal in upper
parts from July 22.

Earlier, an 8-ycar-
old child drowned in
water relay at Katti
Pahari in Karachi’s
North  Nazimabad
area.

The rescue offi-
cials disclosed that the
eight-year-old boy,
identified as Salim,
drowned in a water
relay at Katti Pahari in
North Nazimabad.

After the incident,
the rescue teams re-
sponded promptly to
the situation and trans-
ported the body of the
deceased to Abbasi
Shaheed Hospital.

e

Additionally, 17 ki-
lometers of roads and
310 acres of agricul-
tural land were dam-
aged due to the rains.

However, the re-
port indicated that the
situation at dams in
Balochistan remains
normal despite the
monsoon rains. The
PDMA is working to
provide relief and as-
sistance to those af-
fected by the heavy
rainfall.

The PDMA re-
port further revealed
that 88 houses were
completely damaged,

e DV o -
UETTA: Parliamentary Secretary Social Welfare Haji Wali Muhammad Noorzai is giving Fatih
[Khwani to late Khan Muhammad Aslam Khan Sanjrani, father-in-law of former chairman of the
Senate MPA Chaghi Sadiq Sanjrani.

New rift in PI1: Leaders and workers express
reservations over nominees for reserved seats

_g\_u-.ug leimd )4 2
(QUETTA: Actlvates of Pashlllnkhwa Nallonal Awami Party and ANP hold protest|
outside Quetta Press Club (QPC).

' took a bullet for democracy,' Trump tells
first rally since shooting

his reelection bid amid = seconds after a gunman
concerns over his age tried tokill him at a rally
and fitness to serve, ifre-  in Pennsylvania, when,
elecled until 2029. bloodied and sur-
"They have no idea rounded by Secret Ser-
who their candidate is... vice agents,
This guy goes and he he raised a fist and
gets the votes, and now yelled for h:s supporters
they wantto take it away. {0 "
That's democracy,”
Trump told the 12,000-
strong crowd of passion-
ate supporters.

In the fiery but typi-
cally rambling speéch,
the Republican riffed on
his hardline immigration
views, espoused false-
hoods about migrant
crime, and repeated his
baseless claim that
Democrats "rigged" the
2020 election.

He expressed admi-
ration for foreign auto-
crats including China's

MICHIGAN, Aug 21
(INP): Donald Trump,
holding his first cam-
paign rally Saturday
since surviving an as-
sassination attempt, re-
jected concerns that he
is a threat to America's
democratic system, tri-
umphantly telling the
crowd: "I took a bullet
for democracy.”

"I'm not an extrem-
ist at all," the newly-
crowned Republican
presidential nominee
continued at the rally in
swing state Michigan,
dismissing his reported
links to Project 2025, a
shadow manifesto from
figures close to him that
has been characterized
by opponents as an au-
thoritarian, right-wing
wish list.

stander.

But Trump, after his
near-death experience,
ignored his self-declared
pivot to unity and
launched into the divi-
sive rhetoric that has
marked his politca ca-

" He hurled insults
and invective, calling
Biden "stupid" and a
"feeble old" man, and
branding Harris "crazy"
and "nuts."

e Biden-Harris
campaign dismissed the
speech as Trump "ped-
dling the same lies (and)
running the same cam-
paign of revenge and
retribution.

" Security was tight
inside Van Andel Arena,
amid questions over Se-
cret Service lapses at the

The crowd in Grand
Rapids chanted the
word back to him mul-
tiple times Saturday,
though some appeared
to tire of the lengthy ad-
dress after 90 minutes
and began heading to
the exits.

The rally repre-
sented a moment re-
markable by any mea-
sure, with Trump back
on the campaign trail ex-
actly one week since the
assassination attempt.

He wore a new,

ISLAMABAD (INP): _assembly. sion of Pakistan (ECP).  freedoms around the |  Andhemockedthe “brilliant” Xi Jinping, ~smaller, flesh-colored ~Pennsylvania rally -

The Paistan Tehrecke.  These figures are  Furthermore,acom- world, last year down. | rial Democratie Party, - whorn he praised forcon- - bandage over his right though there were few

Insaf (PTD leaders and  well-known and have mittee s grade to | roiled by ¢ trolling "1.4_billion ear, grazed in the attack visible signs of en-

workers have expressed ~ been instrumental in vari- Gul, Kanwal Shauzab, “closed,” the worst rat- | Pressure for President - people with an iron fist." - bya20-year-old gunman hanced law enforcement
ous capacities, making and Saima Taher has  ing that it could assign, | Jo¢ Biden to abandon ~ And he evoked the whoalso killed one by- _in Grand Rapids.

reservations regarding

certain for them strong been formed to oversee along with China and
reserved seats in the for these roles. the selection process for Venezuela, following a
Punjab Assembly. Additionally, sev- the reserved seats. crackdown on the

Concerns  were eral candidates are under “The internet shut- country’s opposition

down makes matters
worse. Local news sites
are inaccessible, and
people in the country are
left incommunicado with
the rest of the world all
in the pretext of conduct-
ing sweeping operations

consideration for the
Punjab Assembly.

The names include
Ayesha Bhuita, Saadia
Ayub, Rubina Khan,
Rubina Rizwan, Rubina
Jameel, and Ashma Shuja.
These individuals have

raised over the nomina-
tions of Falak Javed
Khan and Rabia Bajwa
for the Punjab Assem-
bly. According to the
sources, these reserva-
tions have been commu-
nicated to the senior

members and supporters
ahead of its national elec-
tion. The main opposi-
tion Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party has backed the
protesting students and
vowed to organize its
own demonstrations,

leadership of the party. ~ shown significant dedi- by the state that have and many of their sup-
Itis worth mention-  cation and service to the ~often resulted in serious  porters have joined in the
ing here that the PTThad  party, positioning them human rights viola- students’ demonstra-

prepared an initial list of
candidates for the re-
served seats in the
Punjab and national as-
semblies following the
Supreme Court’s ver-

as potential representa-
tives in the provincial
assembly. Additionally,
the name of Falak Javed,
sister of Sanam Javed,
has also been proposed
for areserved seat in the
Punjab Assembly.

The final approval
of this list rests with PTI
Chairman Imran Khan.

Sources further said
that the proposed names
will be presented to PTI
founder Imran Khan for
approval.

Following approval,
the list will be submitted
to the Election Commis-

tions,” he added in an
email. Bangladesh has
previously shut down
internet services in areas
affected by protests, us-
ing it as a measure to
suppress dissent by op-
position parties. Internet
watchdog Access Now
said it recorded three
shutdowns in the coun-
tryin 2023 - all of which
overlapped with opposi-
tion rallies and were lim-
ited in scope to one city
or district. That came af-
ter six shutdowns in
2022. CIVICUS, a non-
profit that tracks civic

tions. On Friday, police
fired tear gas at a few
hundred BNP support-
ers, and arrested senior
BNP leader Ruhul Kabir
Rizvi. The Awami League
and the BNP have often
accused each other of
fueling political chaos
and violence, most re-
cently ahead of the
country’s national elec-
tion, which was marred
by a crackdown on sev-
eral opposition figures
while Hasina’s govern-
ment accused the party
of attempting to disrupt
the vote.

" Ihe apex gave its
verdict on the Sunni
Ittchad Council’s (SIC)
appeals, declaring the
Imran Khan-founded
party eligible for scats
reserved for women and
minorities.

Dr Yasmin Rashid,
Sanam Javed, and Alia
Hamza have been pro-
posed for the national

Lebanon state media says Israeli strike
'targeted ammunition depot’

BEIRUT (INP): Leba-
nese official media said
an Isracli strike onatown
deep in the country's
south Saturday evening
targeted an ammunitions
depot, lightly injuring
three people and caus-
ing rockets to explode.
he airstrike about
30 kilometres from the
border came after
Hezbollah, which holds
sway over large parts of
Lebanon's south, and
its Palestinian ally
Hamas fired rocket sal-
vos and explosive-laden
drones at Israeli posi-

tions.

"The raid on the
town of Adloun targeted
an ammunition depot,”
Lebanon's National
News Agency said, after
earlier reporting "the Is-
raeli enemy launched a
raid" on the area, with
“rocket still exploding”
and the blasts "lightly
injuring three citizens".

Hezbollah  has
traded near-daily cross-
border fire with Israeli
forces in support of
Hamas since the Pales-
tinian militant group's
October 7 attack on

southern Israel triggered
warin the Gaza Strip.
The NNA said traf-
fic on the highway had
been interrupted in both
directions, with videos
clrculalmg online
showed several big ex-
plosions in the coastal

an empty four-wheel
drive" near their tent,
close to the border.

Doctor Mouenes
Kalakesh, who heads the
Marjayoun government
hospital, said a woman
and her three children,
two of them minors, had
been admitted for shrap-
nel injuries after the
strike outside Burj al-
Muluk.

Among them was an
11-year-old boy in c
cal condition after he
sustained shrapnel inju-
ries and a head wound,
Kalakesh told media.

wi.

"Shrapnel from the
explosions flew to sur-
mundmg villages," the
NNA sa

Earher on Saturday,
NNA said Syrian nation-
als, including children,
had been injured after an
"enemy drone targeted

[QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary Population Welfare Hadiya Nawazand Secretary Population Wel-|
fare Balochistan Abdullah Khan are walking in connection with World Population Day.

Soaring Inflation hits country: Prices of

fruits, vegetables skyrocket

MULTAN  (INP):
The wave of inflation
continues to sweep
across Pakistan, push-
ing the prices of ev-
eryday essentials to
unprecedented levels.
As the

cost of fruits and
vegetables reaches
alarming heights, the
public is feeling the
strain on their house-
hold budgets.

According to the
latest reports, the price
of fruits has surged to
Rs 400 per kilogram,
while vegetables have
climbed to Rs 800 per
kilogram. Additionally,

the prices of staple
commodities such as
flour and sugar have
also seen significant
hikes. Flour prices
have risen by Rs 20
per kilogram, and the

official flour set at Rs
90 per kilogram now
being available only at
Rs 110.

The price of tea
has also seen a sub-
stantial increase, com-
pounding the chal-
lenges faced by con-
sumers.

The latest data
from the Institute of
Statistics paints a
bleak picture.

The inflation rate
has increased for the
third consecutive
week following the
implementation of the
federal budget for the
financial year 2024-
25. The weekly infla-
tion rate has risen by
0.76 percent, bringing
the annual inflation
rate to a staggering
24.36 percent.

During the past

the federal and
Punjab governments,
led by the Pakistan
Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), that
inflation rates were
under control.

Detailed reports
from various media
sources reveal a wor-
rying trend in the mar-
ket. Potatoes are be-
ing sold at Rs 200 per
kilogram, onions at Rs
120, and okra

has jumped to Rs
250 per kilogram. Gin-
ger and garlic are
priced at Rs 800 and
Rs 600 per kilogram,
respectively. Other
vegetables such as
peas and capsicum

are being sold at
Rs 400 and Rs 250 per
kilogram.

Fruits have not
been spared from the

public, who are strug-
gling to keep up with
the soaring costs of
living.Countries in-
cluding the United
States, the Bahamas,
the Turks and Caicos
Islands, and Jamaica
say they have inter-
cepted a growing num-
ber of boats originat-
ing from Haiti.

More than 86,000
migrants have been
forcibly returned to
Haiti by neighboring
countries this year, ac-
cording to the IOM.

The country cur-
rently has nearly
600,000 internally dis-
placed people, accord-
ing to UN figures, a 60
percent increase since
March.

As the govern-
ment continues to
navigate these eco-

cost of inflationary pressures. week alone, prices for nomic challenges, the
sugar has now Grapes are now priced 29 essential com- impact on the average

reached Rs 165 perki-  atRs 400 per kilogram, modities have in- Pakistani houschold

logram. while dried plums and creased, withonly five remains severe.

The need for ef-
fective measures to

The price of open
milk has increased to

pomegranates are sell-
ing for Rs 300 per ki-

items showing a de-
crease in price. This

Rs 240 per liter, fur- logram. sustained upward control inflation and
ther adding to the fi- The rising costs trend stabilize the prices of
nancial burden on are not limited to fresh in inflation is essential goods has

houscholds. produce. The prices of causing widespread never been more ur-
This increase flour and sugar have concern among the gent.

comes despite assur- surged, with govern- )

ances from ment-fixed prices for |g7" r
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Complaint filed against CEC in Supreme
Judicial Council

ISLAMABAD (INP): A com-
plaint has been filed in the Su-
preme Judicial Council against
Chief Election Commissioner
Sikandar Sultan Raja and other
members.

The complaint was jointly
filed by Haleem Adil Sheikh,
Justice (Retd) Noorul Haq
Qureshi, and Shabbir Ahmed.
The complaint alleges that the
Chief Election

Commissioner and mem-
bers failed to fulfill their con-
stitutional responsibilities and
attempted to undermine PTI's

mandate and judicial decisions.

The complainants accuse
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and members of miscon-
duct, alleging that they politi-
cally appointed burcaucrats as
Returning Officers

(ROs) and District Return-
ing Officers (DROs).

They claim that former
Rawalpindi C

Chief Election Commissioner
and Chief Justice in the pro-
cess.

The complaint further as-
serts that the Election Commis-
sion deprived PTI of its elec-
tion symbol and its nominated
members of their party affilia-
tion, affecting over 120 mil-
lion voters.

Th lai have

Liaquat Chatta rcvcalcd that

e p
requested an inquiry into the

70,000 votes were
cast for PML-N in each con-
stituency in

i the

an
the removal of the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner and mem-
bers if the charges are proven.

ISLAMABAD Coordmawr m PMon Cllmn!e Chnnge, Rommx Khurshid Alam chairing Second Re—
PM’s

in Gilgit-Baltistan held here in|

iew M
the Climate C| F

Ministry.

KP govt to form commission for ‘transparent’ probe
into outbreak of violence at Bannu rally

A ile, the PTI core

committee strongly condemned
the violence in Bannu and “di-
rected” its provincial government
in KP to hold a transparent inquiry
and punish those involved in the
deaths of innocent people.

In a statement on X today,
KP government spokesperson
Barrister Mohammad Ali Saif said
the situation in Bannu was under
control while security was on high
alert in “sensitive areas”.

He further stated that KP
ChiefMinister Ali Amin Gandapur
had announced the formation of
a commission to probe the inci-
dent.

“The commission will con-
duct an impartial investigation and
submit a report. Legal action will
be taken after ining the role

of the accused,” Saif said.

e also requested the public
to exercise extreme caution in the
wake of the “rising wave of ter-
rorism”, adding that anti-state el-
ements should not be given a
chance to spoil peace in the prov-
ince.

Moreover, Saif urged the
public to wait for the

’s report and avoid
spreading unvenﬁed information
or mdulgmg in “negative propa-
gand:

Meanwhlle residents staged
a sit-in outside the Bannu Police
Line Chowk — located opposite
the main entrance of the canton-
ment — to press the government
to investigate the firing incident.

Organisers of the sit-in,
Maulana Abdul Ghaffar Khan,
Nasir Khan Bangash, Ghulam
Qibaz Khan and Abdul Rauf
Qureshi, delivered speeches at the
gathering.

Residents stage sit-in out-
side the Police Line Chowk in
Bannu on Saturday. — Photo pro-
vided by Tahir Khan

“We had staged a rally for
peace yesterday and will do the
same again and again,” one of the
speakers said. “We do not accept
the office of any armed group in
Bannu,” he added.

Another speaker said those

works and internet services after
the firing, They added that Wi-Fi
and landline phone systems were
also suspended on Friday, caus-
ing problems for the public.

Inapost onX, Jamaat-i-Islami
Senator Mushtaq Ahmad Khan
said thousands of people partici-
pated in the sit-in and waved
white flags.

“They have just one demand:
“We don’t want unrest or bomb-
ing, but only peace in our land’,”
he stressed.

He added that mobile phone
services were suspended in
Bannu since yesterday and roads
were blocked with containers.

Aterrorist attack earlier this
week on the Bannu Cantonment
had left eight military personnel
martyred. The attack was attrib-
uted to the Hafiz Gul Bahadur
group operating from Afghani-
stan.

In the aftermath of the attack,
the Foreign Office had issued a
statement

peace
should fulfil (he|r responsibilities.

The participants of the s
also complained that local authori-
ties had shut down mobile net-

robust and effective action” by
the interim Afghan government
against the perpetrators of the at-
tack.

Rainfall expected across Pakistan over

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan Meteorological De-
partment on Saturday forecast
rain in various parts of the
country over the next 24 hours.

It stated that scattered
rain, windstorms and thunder-
showers were predicted in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, central/
southern Punjab, Sindh, north-
cast/south Balochistan,
Islamabad, Kashmir, Gilgit-
Baltistan and the Pothohar re-

on.

“Heavyfalls are likely in
isolated places in south Punjab,
northeast Balochistan and
southeast/upper Sindh during
the period,” the report said.

According to the synoptic
situation, light to moderate
monsoon currents from the
Arabian Sea were penetrating
central/southern parts of the
country.

On the other hand, a west-
erly wave was affecting the
upper parts of the country.

During the last 24 hours,

next 24 hours

ers were reported in upper KP,
Sindh, Punjab and northeast
Balochistan while hot and hu-
mid weather prevailed in other
parts of the country.

The highest rainfall was
recorded in KP’s Parachinar
(63 millimeters) followed by
Mirkhani (12mm), Dir (10mm),
Drosh (6mm), Kalam (2mm)
and Balakot (1mm).

In Sindh, Tando Jam re-
corded 34mm of rainfall,
Hyderabad (Airport 24mm,
City 19mm), Badin (17mm),
Thatta (15mm), Mirpurkhas
(9mm)

and Karachi (University
Road 15mm, Hasan Square
Tmm).

Khanewal (22mm) re-
ceived the highest rainfall in
Punjab.

Earlier, the National Disas-
ter Management Authority
(NDMA) said flash floods and
urban flooding were feared in
many parts of the country due
to heavy rainfall, which could

creased water levels in local
nullahs.

Likewise, Met Office Di-
rector  General ~ Mehar
Sahibzada Khan said the spell
would continue till July 21 and
asked the public to take pre-
cautionary measures to avoid
any untoward incident during
the rain spell.

He said all four provinces,
as well as the AJK and Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB) regions, would
experience a new spell of rain.
Landslides may disrupt roads
in the hilly arcas of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Murree,
Galiyat,

Azad Kashmir, and Gilgit-
Baltistan during the spell, he

ded.

o
o

Meanwhile, the National
Emergencies Operation Cen-
tre (NEOC) has warned of a
possible Glof in the mountain-
ous regions of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-
Baltistan due torising tempera-
tures and expected heavy rain-

in-

lead to urban ﬂoodmg and in-

fall from July 17 to 23.

is providing information on the occasion of the visit.

NASEERABAD: Deputy Commissioner Batul Asadi Co-Executive Engincer PHE Bhag Chand Rajput

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif receives briafing regarding the con-|
struction on Jinnah Medical Complex.

Punjab CM Maryam Nawaz emphasizes technical
education to reduce unemployment

LAHORE. (INP): Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz said on
Sunday that technical training
courses should be started for the
youth so that unemployment
could be reduced and the coun-
try could become economically
prosperous.

Chairing a meeting convened
to discuss recommendations to
give finishing touches to the Tech-

labs of welding and construction
would be built in Gujranwala,
Sahiwal, Bahawalpur, Multan,
Attock, Taxila, Layyah and
Mianwali.

The meeting also agreed on
a suggestion to set up the Punjab
Overseas Employment Promoting
Authority so that the youth could
get skill-based jobs overseas.

The chief minister oniered

nical Education and
Training Authority (TEVTA)
Mapping Plan, Maryam expressed
the hope that the provincial gov-
ernment would be able to intro-
duce a robust model of technical
education in the province.

She, on the occasion, okayed
the proposal to recruit 1,000
youth in the TEVTA in order to
deal with the shortage of staff.

The CM also gave approval
to the construction of 45 welding
workshops in nine cities of the
province.

It was decided that modern

the of publi
partnerships in TEVTA projects.

It was concurred that mod-
ern courses should be introduced
in the institutions administered by
the TEVTA keeping in view the
market demand.

The meeting also approved
the introduction of Korean, Japa-
nese, German, Chinese and Ara-
bic languages courses in these
institutions.

Those who were present on
the occasion were Senator Pervaiz
Rashid, Senior Provincial Minis-
ter Marriyum Aurangzeb, Chief

Minister’s Taskforce for Skilled
Development for Skills Develop-
ment Chairman Adnan Afzal
Chattha, Secretary Industry Thsan
Bhutta, Pnnc)pal Secretary to the

Sa_]ld Zafar Dal and other se-
nior officials of the Punjab gov-
emmem.

CM Maryam tweets on first
Virtual Women’s Police Station

Also on Sunday, Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
said that since its inception on
April 22,2024, over 50,000 women
from across the province had
lodged their complaints with the
first Virtual Women'’s Police Sta-
tion. In a tweet, she said that so
far3, 172 FIRs had been registered
at the station on the complaints
of women about domestic vio-
lence, child abuse, rape, attempt
to murder, acid throwing, harass-
ment and other crimes of heinous
nature. “An investigation was un-
derway in 3,02 cases,” she in-
formed.

Finleap and Khazana Cloud collaborate on
nano-lending in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP): Finleap
Financial Services, a subsidiary
of the Shanghai-| -based Chinese
Finvolution Group, secured a
partnership here with Khazana
Cloud to launch their Digital
Nano Lending app, Daira.

Daira leverages Khazana
Cloud's robust infrastructure
for a seamless and secure loan
application experience for Pa-
kistani users.

This partnership strength-
ens Finleap's position in the
Pakistani market by providing
areliable and trusted cloud so-
lution, Gwadar Pro reported.

"We're proud to announce
a strategic partnership with
Finleap, Pakistan's innovative
digital lending platform. This
MOU signifies Khazana
Cloud's commitment to sup-
porting the FinTech revolution
in Pakistan.

Our secure and scalable
cloud platform will be the foun-
dation for Daira's continued
growth and success”, said
Khazana Cloud in an official

notification.
Sheikh Omer Nasim,
Country Manager at Finleap
while talking to Gwadar Pro,
said that Finleap Financial Ser-
vices (Private) Limited, is a
nano-lending startup based in
Pakistan and is in the process
of obtaining a license from the
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission of Pakistan (SECP), to
operate as a digital-only non-
deposit taking Non-Banking
Finance Company in Pakistan.
He said, our parent Chi-
nese company, FinVolution
Technology, is a renowned fi-
nancial technology firm and is
listed on the New York Stock
Exchange (NYSE) and has a
rich history of establishing suc-
cessful nano-lending busi
nesses in various countries, i
cluding Indonesia and the Phil-
ippines.

Omer Nasim also high-
lighted that his company aims
to significantly enhance finan-
cial inclusion in Pakistan by
focusing on digital nano-lend-

ing, thereby offering affordable
credit to the underserved popu-
lation.

“FinVolution Group also
plans to make substantial for-
cign direct investments (FDI)
in dlgnal nano-lending in Paki-
stan”, he said.

Ovcr the last two years,
Pakistan’s nano lending indus-
try grew from scratch to a user
base of millions, with over a
hundred billion rupees in dis-
bursed loans.

The Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Paki-
stan (SECP) has introduced
guidelines to regulate this sec-
tor. Nano lending in Pakistan
has seen significant growth,
especially with the rise of in-
stant credit apps.

These apps provide small
loans, sometimes as low as
Rs50, to individuals for short
durations. The process is
highly automated, using artifi-
cial intelligence to determine
creditworthiness and disburse
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'QUETTA: Provincial Minister for F Noor Muhammad Dumar is offering condolence and fatiha on|
the death of Sikim Khan, son of Axion B&R Abdul Salam Ghalzai

Karachi weather: Drizzle, light rain forecast

KARACHI (INP): The Met
Department has forecast partly
cloudy skies for Karachi, with
a slight restoration of the sea
breeze. There is also a possi-
bility of drizzle and light rain,
providing some relief to the
residents.

Meanwhile, dark clouds
are hovering over different ar-
eas of the city where rainfall
is also being reported. These
areas include Gulshan-e-Hadid,
Landhi, Quaidabad and Clifton
among others.

However, the maximum
temperature is expected to
reach between 35 and 37 de-
grees Celsius, with the current

temperature recorded at 32

degrees Celsius. The intensity
of heat is being felt up to 50
degrees Celsius.

The reduced sea breezes
are causing a significant in-
crease in the felt intensity of
the heat. The humidity level in
the air is quite high, standing
at 79%, contributing to the dis-
comfort. Winds are blowing
from the northwest direction at
a speed of 7km per hour, ac-
cording to the Met Depart-
ment.

Meanwhile, Lahore con-
tinues to experience intense
heat. The weather in the city
is expected to remain hot and
dry throughout the day. The
current temperature is 34 de-

grees Celsius, but it feels like
a scorching 44 degrees due to
the high humidity and heat in-
dex.

The maximum tempera-
ture in Lahore could climb up
to 40 degrees Celsius, as re-
ported by the Met Department.
The air's humidity level is at
65%, adding to the oppressive
weather conditions.

The Met Office has also
indicated that there is no
chance of rain in Lahore for
the next 24 hours.

Residents in both cities are
advised to stay hydrated and
take necessary precautions to
cope with the extreme heat and
humidity.




