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Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti speaking during the assembl;
session: Photo provided by the DGPR

2 Soldiers Martyred
As Mob Attacks
Security Forces In
Gwadar: ISPR

NEWS DESK:

QUETTA: A violent
mob in garb of so called
Baloch Raji Muchi assaulted
Security Forces’ personnel
employed for security duties
in Gwadar district.
Resultantly, Sepoy Shabbir
Baloch (Age: 30 years;
resident of: District Sibi),
embraced shahadat, the
military’s media wing said on
Monday.

In addition, the unpro-
voked assaults by the violent
protesters have resulted in
injuries to

sixteen soldiers including
an officer, the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR)
stated. While on the other
hand, fake

and malicious propa-
ganda is being spread on
social media using doctored
pictures and videos by the
propagandists to gain sympa-
thy and

support for the unlawful
violent march, the ISPR
mentioned.

Security forces have
displayed extreme restraint to
avoid unwarranted civilian

sualties despite provoca-
tions.

The violent actions of the
mob are unacceptable and
those responsible will be
brought to justice.

All citizens are urged not
to fall prey to the propa-
ganda, remain calm and
peaceful,

and to cooperate with
law enforcement agencies in
maintaining public safety and
order.

Security Forces of
Pakistan, in step with the
Nation, remain determined to
thwart attempts of sabotaging
peace and stability of
Balochistan.

CM Bugti: Gwadar Protests a Conspiracy
Against CPEC, Rejects Terrorism and Extremism

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
has labeled the Baloch
Raji Machi protests in
Gwadar as a deliberate
conspiracy against the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) project.

Addressing the provincial as-
sembly, Bugti emphasized
the government’s commit-
ment to democracy and
peaceful resolution of is-
sues but condemned any
acts of terrorism and ex-

Manan Mandokhail:

tremism. “The situation in
Gwadar has been brought
under control thanks to the
intervention of security
forces, ” Bugti stated. He
revealed that 16 Frontier
Corps (FC) soldiers were
injured during the unrest,
underscoring the serious-
ness of the situation.
The Chief Minister accused the
Baloch Yekjehti Commit-
tee (BYC) of exploiting
the protests to pursue a
dangerous agenda, sug-

gesting that their actions
were not merely about lo-
cal grievances but had
broader implications for
the stability of the region.

Bugti reiterated that the gov-
ernment remains open to
dialogue but will not toler-
ate actions that threaten
national security or the in-
tegrity of the state.

He called for calm and urged
all parties to work towards
a peaceful and construc-
tive resolution.
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Mir Sadiq Umrani: No Tolerance for

Terrorism, Emphasizes Stability of
Pakistan Amid Gwadar Protests

TLP vice emir booked under

: terrorism law as govt vows ‘iron’

action on threats to top judge

NEWS DESK: Pir Zaheerul Hasan
Shah, the vice-emir of
Tehreck-i-Labbaik Paki-stan
(TLP), has been booked in a
terrorism case, it emerged on
Monday, as the government
vowed an “iron fist” response
to elements inciting violence
against a top judge.

The development comes after the
TLP held a series of gather-
ings last week in various parts
of the country against the Su-
preme Cour’s judgement in
the Mubarak Sani case, which
was recently reviewed by the
apex court in light of a plea
ﬁled by the Punjab govern-

meni

Sani was bookcd under sections
7 and 9 of the Punjab Holy
Quran (Printing and Record-
ing) Act, 2011, for a crime he
allcgcdlycommlllcd in2019.
However, the Supreme Court
had ruled that the said provi-
sions were made part of the
law in 2021, two years after
the crime was allegedly com-
mitted.

At one of the gatherings outside
the Lahore Press Club, where
TLP chief Saad Rizvi was also
in attendance, Shah had de-
livered remarks amounting to
incitement of violence against
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Qazi Faez Isa.

While the party vice emir had
clarified that he was speakin;
in a personal capacity, the re-
marks drew immediate con-
demnation from official

circles.
he TLP vice-emir, along with

1,400-1,500 unnamed sus-

pects,

was booked by Lahore’s Qila
Guijar Singh police last night,
according to the first informa-
tion report (FIR), a copy of
which is available with

Dawn.com.

The FIR, filed on the complaint of
Station House Officer
Hammad Hussain, was regis-
tered under sections 6 (terror-
ism), 7 (punishment for acts
oflermnﬂn), and 11W (print-
ing, publishing, or disseminat-
ing any material to incite ha-
tred or giving projection to
any person convicted for a

tact or any proscribed

sexg'\'almn) of the Anti-Terror-
ismAct 1997.

It further invoked sections 337(i)
(shajjah, intentionally caus-
inghurt), 337(ii), 506 (punish-
‘ment for criminal intimidation),
116 (abetment of offence), 188
(disobedience to order duly
promulgated by public ser-
vant), 505(ii) (statements con-
ducing to public mischief),
148 (rioting, armed with
deadly weapon), 149 (every
member ofunlawful assembly
guilty of offence), 290 (public
nuisance) and 291 (continu-
ance of nuisance after injunc-
tion to discontinue) of the
Pakistan Penal Code (PPC).

In the FIR, the complainant said
he was performing his duties
at the Lahore Press Club
where the TLP event was tak-
ing place.

PAKISTAN

Protests Erupt Following
Alleged Use of Force and
Arrests in Gwadar

Syed Ali Shah, Behram Baloch, Abdullah Lehri:

QUETTA: The Baloch
Yekjehti Committee (BYC) has
called for widespread protests
throughout Balochistan following
the arrest of several members in
Gwadar and allegations of exces-
sive force by security forces.

Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti addressed the
provincial assembly, characteriz-
ing the protests as an attempt to
undermine the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) project.
He claimed that efforts to desta-
bilize Gwadar had failed and an-
nounced that the situation had
been brought under control. “We
are ready to hold negotiations to
find an amicable solution to the
protest,” Mir Sarfraz Bugti stated
during the assembly session.

“We Are Ready To
Hold Negotiations”,

Sarfaraz Bugti

QUETTA: Senior Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP)
leader Mir Sadiq Umrani has
reaffirmed the party’s stance
on maintaining Pakistan’s sta-
bility and rejecting terrorism,
amidst ongoing protests in
Gwadar, Balochistan. Speak-
ing on the situation, Umrani
stressed the importance of de-
mocracy, peace, and dialogue
as the means to resolve the
current issues.

staff Reporter:

“We are committed to de-
mocracy and the rule of law,”
Umrani stated. “Having spent
ten years imprisoned for these
values, I understand the impor-
tance of constitutional su-
premacy.

” He further clarified that
whlle the PI’P seeks peaceful

kistan.

His comments come as
the Baloch Yekjehti Commit-
tee (BYC) continues its pro-
tests in Gwadar, with demands
that have led to heightened ten-
sions in the region. Umrani’s
message underscores the
broader political consensus on
the need for

challcngu no one would bc
allowed to disrupt public order
or threaten the stability of Pa-

tional security while addrcn—
ing local grievances through ne-
gotiation and dialogue.

Dr. Mahrang Baloch, leader
of the Baloch Unity Committee,
reported a tense situation in
Gwadar, with communication net-
works down. Dr. Baloch, who had
converted a rally into a sit-in, ex-
pressed concern over the un-
known status of those arrested
and reports indicating that the
bodies of deceased protesters
were being held in hospitals with-
out public access.

A key meeting chaired by
Balochistan Home Minister
Ziaullah Langove, and attended
by officials including DIG
Naseerabad Range Ayaz Baloch,
ADC Gwadar Sarabland Khosa,

and AC Gwadar Jawad Zehri, con-
cluded with statements asserting
that law enforcement had success-
fully managed the situation, re-
sulting in the arrest of more than
20 individuals.
Sibghatullah Shahji,
Sami Deen Baloch

Arrested

The Baloch Solidarity Com-
mittee,  whose leaders
Sibghatullah Shahji, Sami Deen

aloch, and iha were report-
edly detained, has not yet re-
ceived official updates on their
status. Dr. Mahrang Baloch has
called for support from human
rights organizations against what
she termed a “planned action,” ad-
vocating for a peaceful resolution
to the crisis.

During the assembly session,
Member Provincial Assembly
(MPA) from Gwadar, Maulana
Hidayat ur Rehman, called for dia-
logue with the protesters and con-
demned all forms of violence. He
expressed frustration, stating, “I
am an elected MPA from Gwadar,
but the government has not both-
ered to consult me regarding the
protest.”

Security Tight In
Gwadar

Government and law enforce-
ment officials emphasize their
openness to negotiations while
maintaining their commitment to
ensuring national security and
public order.
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EDITORIAL

Tuesday,July,30,2024

Gas Injustice Chronicles: Sui Southern
Gas Company Under Scrutiny

Editorial:

As the Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) awaits an impending judgment, it
finds itself entangled in allegations that go beyond mere billing discrepan-
cies. Increasing gas meter tampering exposes a systemic problem within the
company in Quetta and other parts of this editorial to

Challenges and Reforms in Balochistan’s
Higher Education

Ghulam Ali Baloch:

£n the landscape of
Balochistan’s higher
education, several chal-
lenges have emerged,
casting shadows over
the educational pros-
pects ofits youth. These
if not ad-

underscore the urgent need for the SSGC to address these issues, especially
in light of allegations linking some officials to major gas thieves.

“A court order issued a few months ago brought to light the alarming rate
of gas meter tampering, resulting in significant financial losses for the SSGC.
These losses, coupled with allegations of illicit connections between certain
officials and major gas thieves, unfairly burden the economically vulnerable.
Unannounced load shedding has become an unfortunate norm, exacerbating
the challenges faced by consumers already grappling with inadequate gas
pressure and exorbitant bills.

SSGC Must Acknowledge The Gravity Of The Situation

The SSGC must acknowledge the gravity of the situation and take imme-
diate steps to rectify s practices. The alleged ties between the company and
those involved in gas theft not only raise ethical concerns but also perpetu-
ate a vicious cycle of inequality. These connections, whether direct or indi-
rect, erode public trust and undermine the integrity of the entire energy sec-
tor.

The impending judgment marks a pivotal moment for the SSGC, going
beyond financial implications for the company. This c: seta precedent
for accountability within the energy sector, empha ng the need for the
SSGC to prioritize the welfare of its consumers and work towards restoring
public trust in its operations.

Recent Protests In Quetta Underscores Urgency Of Situation

Recent protests in Quetta against overbilling and gas load shedding
underscore the urgency of the situation. Allegations of disproportionate bill-
ing, variations in charges between regions, and inflated bills in Balochistan
demand a thorough and transparent investigation. The company must dem-
onstrate a to fair and billing for all Te-
gardless of their gcographml location. Failure to address these issues not
only harms the company’s reputation but deepens the existing trust deficit
between the SSGC and its consumers.

Company Must Take Steps To Ensure Justice For Consumers

In conclusion, the Sui Southern Gas Company cannot afford to delay
corrective measures any longer. The pursuit of gas justice necessitates imme-
diate action, rectification of billing practices, and a commitment to transpar-
ency. Addressing these issues head-on is the only way for the SSGC to re-
build public trust and fulfill its responsibility to provide a reliable and equi-
table gas supply to all consumers.

The company must act swiftly to prevent further harm to its reputation
and, more importantly, to ensure justice for its consumers.

Economic revival

By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

the tax base. Opposite
myhouse is a supermar-
ket frequented by so
many customers that I
e rarely seen the
cashier desk without a
queue before it. Yet,

when it comes to paying
taxes, this shop, like
many retailers, is reluc-
tant to enter the tax net.
Our people need to
realise that the roads we
travel on, the public ser-
vices we avail of, and the
higher quality of life we
desire can only be avail-
able if we pay taxes. An
argument often made in
response to the topic of
increasing the tax net is
that the revenue col-
lected from the common
man’s taxes is used by
high officials of the gov-
ernment to finance their
over-extended lifestyles.

Itis, therefore, important
that while broddcnmg
the tax base, the govern-
ment make an equally
robust and visible effort
to cut wasteful public
expense. However, we
have yet to see any con-
crete step being taken to
give credence to the
government’s claims of
belt-tightening. For in-
stance, when the gov-
emment announced cost
cuts on international
travel, one saw a long list
ofthe categories of pub-
lic office holders who
would be entitled to
travel business class.

‘When we are knee-de
in debt, should these not

many high-ranking offi-
cials use protocol caval-
cades to move about; can
cuts not be made here?
The larger point is that
austerity flows top down.
Assuch, the surrender of
asecond car by the chief
justice is a welcome pre-
cedent worth emulating.
We have yet to see
any concrete proof of
belt-tightening.
Meanwhile, the 18th
Amendment, which de-
volved several subjects
to the provinces, was a
step in the right direction,
but its implementation
has left much to be de-
sired. First, the federal
ministries dealing with
the subjects already de-
volved to the provinces
have not been dissolved.
Second, resources were
not devolved by the
provinces to local gov-
ernments. Since living
conditions in tehsils and
villages have not im-
proved, the common man
1s dissatisfied with the
way the economy works
in our country.
Inarelated issue, the
NFC award adopted in
2010 increased the share
of provinces from the net
proceeds of divisible
pool taxes to 57 per cent
011-12 onwards) up
from 45pc (2009-10). As
debt obligations have
continued to rise, the
central government now
finds itself severely con-
strained, and is left with
no choice but to borrow

!N 1992, Bill Clinton ran
his campaign for US
presidency on three slo-
gans, one of which was
It’s the economy, stu-
pid’. In the backdrop of
the economic downturn
of the early 1990s,
Clinton’s focus on eco-
nomic revival resonated
well with his voters, and
within three years, eco-
nomic growth picked up.
Ever since, the phrase
“It’s the economy, stu-
pid” has been used exten-
sively to emphasise the
pivotal role of economic
management in a
nation’s prosperity.

In Pakistan today,
the imperative of eco-
nomic revival can hardly
be overemphasised. For
decades, we have been
living beyond our means,
collecting a mountain of
debt along the way. In-
terest payments con-
sume the bulk of our rev-
enues, and perpetual
loans are sought to run
the government. Effec-
tively, that means much
of what the government
does is with borrowed
money. This is unsus-
tainable; either we i
crease our revenues, or
reduce our expenses —
preferably both.

Pursuant to the
agreement with the IMF,
the government plans to
tax the retail sector as
part of its efforts to docu-
ment the informal
economy. This would
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dressed promptly, could
impede the region’s
progress and develop-
ment. Here’s an explora-
tion of some pressing
issues and potential av-
enues for reform:

1. Imbalance in
Staffing Ratios: Inves-
tigations into the staff-
ing trends following the
18th amendment reveal
a concerning ratio of
non-teaching staff to
faculty members. The
purported ratio of § non-
teaching staff for every
teaching faculty member
is highly undesirable
and warrants immediate
allenllon

sequential construction
of buildings have led to
a disbalance in budget
allocations within the
higher education sector.
Funds earmarked for
teaching and infrastruc-
ture development are not
proportionately allo-
cated, leading t0 ineffi-
ciencies.

3. Lack of Corpo-
rate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) Funds: Con-
trary to global best prac-
tices, there is a notable
absence of Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR) fund management
for sponsoring higher
education initiatives in
Balochistan. Major in-
vestors and entities have
made negligible contri-
butions towards the ad-
vancement of higher
education, posing a sig-
nificant hurdle to edu
tional progress.

4. Inadequate Re-
source N

Budgemuocmun “The
proliferation of new de-
partments and the con-

sity management in
Balochistan lacks the
necessary skills to gen-
erate and manage re-
sources effectively. In-
stances such as the Uni-
versity of Multan’s suc-

ssful utilization of ag-
ricultural lands under-
score the untapped po-

large buildings for Re-
search Centers (BRCs)
and Cadet Colleges at
exorbitant costs further
strains the funds allo-
cated for higher educa-
tion. These expenditures
compete with essential
university funding, hin-
dering the sector’s over-

dancy and inefficiency.
Transforming these col-
leges into centers for skill
development or upgrad
ing them to universities
could better serve the
educational needs of
Balochistan’s youth.

In nclusion,
Balochistan’s higher

tential for revenue gen- all progress. education sector faces
eration within 7. Need fnr Institu- - multifaceted challenges
Balochistan’s universi- tional R that demand i

ties. Several institutions un- attention and reform. By

5. Absence of Inter-
nal Consultation: Alack
of internal
exacerbates the misman-
agement of resources,
resulting in irrational ap-
pointments and the illogi-
cal establishment of new
campuses and depart-
ments. Internal dialogue
and collaboration are es-
sential for optimizing re-
source allocation and
decision-making pro-
cesses.

6. Irrational Con-
struction Projects: The

der the Higher Educa-
tion umbrella rcqulrc re-
alignment toi the
quality of both school
and college education.
Outdated practices,
such as the establish-
ment of Intermediate
Colleges, need to be re-
evaluated in favor of
modern educational
structures that align with
contemporary needs.

8. Modernization of
Curriculum and Institu-
tions: Many colleges
struggle to adapt to the

addressing staffing im-
balances, reallocating
budgets ively, fos-
tering corporate partner-
ships, enhancing re-
source management
skills, promoting internal
collaboration, rationaliz-
ing construction
projects, realigning i1
tutions, and modernizing
curriculum and institu-
tions, Balochistan can
pave the way for a
brighter educational fu-
ture for its youth

The author is a se-

Skills: Despite pos- Higher Educanon new curriculum intro- nior burcaucrat in the
sessing usi- duced under the BS pro-  government of
ness potential, univer- towards Lunsllutllng gram, leading to redun- Balochistan

Targeting

By Muhammad Amir Rana:

£HE Shangla terrorist
attack on the Chinese
engineers’ vehicle is
having consequences.
Chinese companies have
suspended work on at
least three critical hydro-
power projects: the Dasu
dam, the Diamer-}
dam, and the Tarbela 5lh
Extension.

The attack has
caused significant alarm.
Apart from disrupting
these vital infrastructure
projects, it has shaken
the confidence of Chi-
nese nationals working
in Pakistan. Reports in-
dicate some are consid-
ering leaving the coun-
try due to safety con-
cemns.

The Pakistani gov-
ernment has repeatedly
pledged to bring the per-
petrators to justice.
However, the recent in-
cident has eroded trust.
Chinese social media re-
flects growing anxiety,
with calls for stricter se-
curity measures to pro-
tect Chinese lives.

Whenever a major
terrorist incident occurs
in the country, the me-
dia, security experts, and
even state institutions
start to make sweeping
generalisations about
the event, the culprits,
their motives, and the
terrorist groups that
could have been in-
volved in such inci-
dents.

The first and most
well-known excuse cited
is foreign involvement in
the attacks, especially
those targeting Chinese
nationals or CPEC-re-
lated projects. Three
names of terrorist
groups spring to mind:
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), Balochistan
Liberation Army, and the
Islamic State-Khorasan.
They guess a specific

pends on the region;
these three groups have
specific operational
bases.

The same is the
case for the recent
Shangla attack. The
names of all three groups
popped up immediately
after the attack. The TTP
has been projected as
the prime suspect, as
one of its commanders
was declared the master-
‘mind behind a similar.
tack on the Chinese in
Kohistan in 2021. The
names ofa few TTP com-
‘manders who may have
orchestrated the attack
are circulatingin the me-
dia. Quickly jumping to
conclusions distracts in-
vesti; gdliun and impacts
the state’s ability to
tackle the security situa-
tion comprehensively.

The state’s history
of compromise with mili-
tant  groups  has
emboldened them.

Pakistan’s militant
landscape may not be
too complex bul is di-

Chinese nationals

The  Deobandi involvedin the 2013 ter-
rorist attack on the
Nanga Parbat base camp
targeting foreign climb-
ers — and an end to
‘women’s sporting activi-
ties in GB for the

inister’s release. They
claimed they blocked the
road because the state
failed to honour a 2019
agreement, and issued a
10-day ultimatum for the
government tomeet their
demands.

Although a promi-
nent violent actor, it is
not the only one in the
region. The MGB and
other local militant
groups reportedly main-
tain close links with the
TTP and sectarian out-
fits based in Punjab.
These external groups
appear to support local
militants, as evidenced
by the TTP’s involve-
ment in the 2022 Babusar
Pass blockade. The
state’s history of com-
promise with militant
eroups has emboldened
them. For instance, in

projects?

While anti-develop-
ment sentiments are not
that high in the area,
many believe that dams
and wider roads will trig-
ger urbanisation,
women’s emancipation,
and modernisation,
which they perceive as
threats to their religion
and culture. The domi-
nant trend suggests that
most people are happy
with the compensation
money and employment
prospects.

However,  this
doesn’t diminish the
level of religious extrem-
ism present. Some resi-
dents may sympathise
with the Uighur commu-
nity in Xinjiang, and oth-
ers may dislike the pres-
ence of foreigners on
their land. These factors
could be nurturing nega-
tive perceptions about
Chinese nationals in the
region.

One possible ex-
ample of the local dy-
namics is seen in the

school is dominant in the
region and blends with
conservative social tradi-
tions, particularly the
honour code. The result-
ant insularity has led to
frequent interactions be-

as well as sectarian and
militant outfits in the
country. The locals sup-
port these religious
organisations, giving
them financial and human
resources, and weapons.
Before receiving large
compensation sums for
the Dasu and Basha
dams, the region thrived
on timber smuggling.

Extremist tenden-
cies in the region are
stronger than those in
the neighbouring areas.
Anti-Shia sentiment,
blood feuds in the com-
munity, and a sense of
ethnic supcnm ityare in-
grained.

The region has al-
ways been difficult to
govern. Security institu-

verse.
sociopolitical factors,
and group dynamics all
work within local con-
texts.  In  any
counterterrorism inquiry,
local contextand dynam-
ics are more important
than broader ideological
and political motiva-
tions. Shangla, upper
and lower Kohistan, and
Battagram districts of
the Hazara region in KP
and the adjoining Diamer
districtin Gilgit-Baltistan
share religious, social,
tribal, ethnic, and cul-
tural codes. The region
has been frequently in
the news due to ‘honour’
Killings, burning of girls”
schools, and the killing
of Shia travellers. Re-
cently, it has gained no-
toriety for attacks on
Chinese workers in-
volved in development

accusation
against a Chinese official
at the Dasu damsite last
year. The incident high-
lighted that tensions
could erupt.

While local groups
may lack the capability
to carry out large-scale
attacks independently,
past events like the kill-
ing of Shia passengers
and the attack on tour-
ists at Nanga Parbat
demonstrate their capac-
ity for violence. Their
ability is amplified by
support from like-minded
groups within Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

The government’s
strategy of outsourcing
the maintenance of order
to local and external reli-
gious figures needs to be
revised to address these
sentiments. Amore com-
prehensive approach is

the incident,
the administration
agreed to ban girls’
sports in the region.
Similarly, a 2019 agree-
‘ment had reportedly al-
lowed for impleménta-
tion of some Islamic laws
the militants had de-
manded. The state’s re-
liance on religious
scholars for mediation in
crises can be problem-
atic. Local accounts
suggest that some schol-
ars may be sympathetic
to the militants’ de-
‘mands, leading to partial
concessions that create
a perception of a ‘win-
win’ scenario for mili-
tants and religious fig-
ures. But the question it

why are an increasing
number of Chinese na-
tionals being targeted in
these areas, which are
seemingly benefiting

tions, and
the area’s political lead-
ership have tried to run
the administration
while compromising on
laws and rules. Even in
cases of major disputes,
the administration tries
to resolve them through
local jirgas and by in-
volving religious schol-
ars. This can result in le-
niency towards crimi-
nals, with many extrem-
ist elements taking the
law into their own hands.
The Mujahideen
Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kohistan (MGB) are a
prime example. The
group claimed responsi-
bility for several inci-
dents in Kohistan and
Diamer districts.

In October 2022, it
held a GB minister hos-
tage. They demanded the
release of terrorists —

certainly help broaden beminimised? Similarly, ~or print more money. group’s involvement de-  projects in the area. some of them had been from the development needed to calm tensions.
Sustainabilit f digital trad
Hassan Nawaz Sheikh:
of the five core areas on  thority has also been set ments at best, whereby, tunities for our tech en- ever, given how quickly ments: While digital chapter.  Pak-istan

£/\KISTAN'S ailing
economy is undergoing
aprocess ofrevival, The
economic wizards have
placed a lot of bets on IT
in the hope that the enor-
mous potential of this
sector can help alleviate
our economic woes.
There have been clai
by former federal IT min-
isters that Pakistan’s IT
exports would reach be-

which Pakistan’s eco-
nomic revival is predi-
cated. Under the aus-
pices of SIFC, invest-
ment opportunities are
available for setting up
special technology
zones (STZs) at seven
prime locations includ-
ing Lahore, Peshawar,
Swat,  Abbottabad,
Haripur, Islamabad and
Karachi. The Ministry of

up under the Special
Technology Zones Au-
thority Act, 2021 that pro-
vides incentives for STZ
enterprises and zone de-
velopers for 10 years.
These incentives include
tax exemptions under the
Income Tax Ordinance,
2001, and Sales Tax Act,
1990, Capital goods im
ports are exempt from
taxes. There are no prop»

a conducive environ-
ment for setting up busi-
nesses is being pro-
vided. Once IT firms
shift their offices to the
proposed STZs or start-
ups occupy rental
spaces in the buildings
of STZs, the next step
would be to sustain their
existence. How then do
they generate busi-
nesses to ensure sur-
vival? Without business

tween $10 billion to erty tax lost
$20bn from the existing & Tel opportunities
mark of$2.6bn within the  also has a project for the ~ profit repatriation free-
next few years. The establishment of25soft- dom is granted. There’s
premise on which these ware technology parks no doubt that the devel-
claims are beingmade s~ (STPs) throughout Paki- opment of STZs/ STPs is

that the IT sector has
been recording consis-
tent upward growth
since the last few years.

The IT industry
cained further focus
when it was picked up by
the newly christened
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council as one

stan by converting pub-
lic-/ privately owned di-
lapidated or non-opera-
tional office buildings/
factories/ warehouses to

important to catalyse the
emergence of digital and
IT-related trade as more
and more businesses and
start-ups would be
provide IT-enabled of- tempted to move their of-
fice spaces to IT and fices within these zones
ITeS companies at af- to avail tax benefits.
fordable rates. A Special However, these are just
Technology Zones Au- infrastructural develop-

how can
we achieve the goal of
enhanced IT services
exports? Without busi-
ness opportunities how
can we achieve the goal
of enhanced IT services
exports? Thus. arly
something is mi:
Having large bul]dmgs
does not guarantee busi-
ness activities within
those quarters and a
longer-term plan is re-
quired to create oppor-

trepreneurs. Accord-
ingly, we would need the
following: Digital trade
policy: The term *digital
trade’ has no clear defi-
nition, yet it is believed
to refer to “commerce
enabled by electronic
means in both goods
and services”. The Digi-
tal Trade Principles, as
agreed upon by the G7,
cover five areas: (1) open
digital markets: (2) data
free flow with trust; (3)
safeguards for workers,

should, thus, aim to have
a DTA with the EU that
is the world’s largest ex-
porter and importer of
digitally deliverable ser-
vices. Singapore can be
taken as another example
that has already con-
cluded negotiations on
digital economy agree-
ments with Chile, New
Zealand, Australia, the
UK and South Korea. So,
the trend of d)g)lal
economy and trade
agreements is definitely

this sector is expanding,
the domestic regulatory
environment will become
increasingly restrictive,
making it more difficult
for consumers and busi-
nesses to seize some
new and emerging op-
portunities. How are
these problems to be
tackled? How would a
start-up’s performance
not be hampered by
such problems? How will
our domestic businesses
deal with cross-border

trade policy would bring
a holistic and competi-
tive edge to our IT en-
trepreneurs so that
they’re able to compete
at the international
stage, digital trade
agreements would bring
them bilateral and pref-
erential market access.
DTASs are just a niche
version of the traditional
free trade agreements.
Whilst Pakistan is strug-
gling to gain benefit
even from the conven-

and busi-
nesses; (4) digital trad-
ing systems, and (5) fair
and inclusive global
governance. While there
is no clear measurement
of this sector, the
Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Development estimates
it to constitute approxi-
‘mately 25 per cent of the
entire world trade. How-

tional FTA model, the
developed world is mov-
ing swiftly towards the
advanced form of an
FTA in the shape of
DTAs. For instance,

gital trade is a key ele-
ment in the European
Union’s trade policy and
every modern trade
agreement that EU has
concluded contains a
dedicated digital trade

picking up. If our IT en-
trepreneurs can have di-
rect and preferential ac-
cess to develope
economies — through
the medium of DTAs —
then we can keep our
hopes high that sustain-
able and continued busi-
ness will come our way
and that would then jus-
tify the mushroom
growth of STZs.

regulator
as violations thereof
might restrict their abil-
ity to continue business
with their customers? For
all these key problems
and other related issues,
our country needs to
have a robust and dy-
namic digital trade policy
for sustainable growth in
this sector. Digital
economy/ trade agree-
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Covid-19 still drives high mortality
rate in Australia

and  undiagnosed
Covid-19 were cited as
possible reasons for
the higher-than-usual
death rate. Still, the ex-
cess mortality rate
was lower in 2023
than it was in 2022,
according to experts.
"It's encouraging
that each successive
Covid-19 wave has, so
far, resulted in fewer
deaths than the previ-
ous one," Actuary In-
stitute spokeswoman
Karen Cutter said.
"However, we
think that Covid-19 is
likely to cause some
excess mortality for
several years to come,
cither as a direct cause

of death or a contrib-
uting factor to other
causes such as heart
disease." She added
the "new normal" level
of mortality was likely
higher than it would be
had the pandemic not
occurred.

The report also

found Australia's ex-
cess mortality was
lower than the global
average -- with Ecua-
dor, Mexico and Rus-
sia showing the high-
est rates of unex-
plained deaths.
New Zealand had
the lowest excess mor-
tality rate of the 40
countries for which
data was available.

CANBERRA (INP):
Covid-19 is still driv-
ing Australia's above-
average mortality
rate, research showed
on Monday, with ex-
perts predicting the
disease's impact will
continue to be felt for
years to come.

The Australian
Actuaries Institute
found that five per-
cent more people died
than would be ex-
pected in 2023,
amounting to 8,400
excess deaths.

Experts mea-
sured the number of
people who had died
as a direct or indirect
result of Covid and

found the excess mor-
tality rate was still
higher than pre-pan-
demic levels.

About 4,600

deaths were directly

attributed to Covid-19,
the ninth leading cause
of death last year.
Non-Covid-19 ex-
cess deaths, mean-
while, were "particu-
larly apparent" in Aus-
tralians over 75 years
old -- with previous in-
fections and interrup-
tions in healthcare re-
lated to Covid increas-
ing risks related to
heart disease, stroke,
diabetes and dementia.
Delays in routine
or_emergency care

(QUETTA: Ambassador of Indonesia to Pakistan Rahmat Hindiarta Kusuma talking to media during
visit Quetta Press Club.

Wind, temperatures pick up as fire scorches
northern California

sonnel are working on
the fire, which has also
drawn aircraft and
bulldozers in the fight.

No deaths have
been reported, though
67 structures have
been cither damaged
or destroyed, See said.

The fire is split be-
tween Butte County,
where 53,000 acres
have burned, and
neighboring Tehema
County, where
304,000 acres have
gone up in flames.

The blaze has gen-
crated an enormous
column of dense gray
smoke which has also
been blown over
nearby states.

On Thursday, po-
lice detained a 42-
year-old man on sus-
picion of having
started the fire by

CALIFORNIA
(INP): Crews contin-
ued to fight a massive
fire in northern Cali-
fornia on Sunday, as
authorities in the west-
ern US state warned
of increasing winds
and rising daytime
temperatures.

The so-called
Park Fire outside of
Chico had burned
more than 357,000
acres (144,500 hect-
ares) as of Sunday
afternoon, said Cal
Fire incident com-
mander Billy See,
making it the seventh-
largest ever recorded
in the state's history.

Progress  was
made amid light wind
and cool weather Sat-
urday, allowing
firefighters to declare
12 percent of the
blaze controlled, See
told a news confer-

Chico is only about
15 miles from Para-
dise, a city devastated
by a 2018 fire that
ranked as California's
most deadly ever,
claiming 85 lives.

Experts say cli-
mate change, acceler-
ated by human action,
is leading to more ex-
treme weather events.

In Oregon, the
Durkee Fire, which
‘was sparked by a light-
ning strike earlier this
month, has consumed
nearly 290,000 acres
and was about 50 per-
cent contained, the
state's wildfire re-
sponse and recovery
agency said.

I western
Canada, wildfires de-
stroyed nearly a third
of the beloved tourist
town of Jasper before

ence. But he warned
that as of Sunday,
"we're starting to get
some solar heating, and
we're also getting in-
creased winds in the
upper canyons," while
another official noted
"increased fire activ-
" The fire, which has
prompted orders for
some 4,200 people to
flee their homes in
Butte County, is burn-
ing through a largely
rural, mountainous area
about 90 miles (145 ki-
lometers) north of state
capital Sacramento.
Firefighters are
facing multiple chal-
lenges including rug-
ged terrain, said opera-
tions section chief
Mark Brunton.
"We're starting to
see increased fire ac-
tivity," he said. pushing a burning car they were put under
Some 4,000 per- _into a ravine. control on Sunday.

Pakistan credited as Guest of Honor at 8th
China-South Asia Expo

BEDING (INP): Pakistan  carpets to fresh fruits, in-
was credited as Guest of  tricate handicrafts made
Honor at 8th China- from bronze and onyx,
South Asia Expo, and dazzlingjewelry, all
Gwadar Proreported on  housed within the Paki-
Monday. stan Pavilion inspired by
As per the report, the iconic Lahore Fort.
Pakistan took center The engagement of
stage as the country of Pakistan’s Ambassador
honor at the recently toChinaKhalil Hashmi at
concluded 8th China- the expo bolstered
South Asia Expoheld in  Pakistan’s prominence.
Kunmmgfmm]ulyZS to “The China-South
Asia Expo serves as a
Wit testament to China’s un-
of over 170 stalls, Paki- wavering dedication to
stan showcased its vi- enhancing economic ties
brant economic diver- and promoting regional
sity through a myriad of  integration,”
products ranging from remarked Ambassa-
exquisite furniture and _dor Hashmi in an exclu-

aimed to introduce the
sweetness and diversity
of Pakistani mangoes to
the Chinese consumers.

“We hope that such
platforms will bring us
closer to our Chinese
customers, allowing our
products and services to
make a deeper impact in
the market,” he said.

he 8th China-

South Asia Expoand the
concurrent 28th China
Kunming Import and Ex-
port Fair attracted over
2,000 enterprises from 82
countries, regions and
international organiza-
tions, including Nepal
and Malaysia.

sive interview with
Gwadar Pro.

“ am delighted to
see Pakistan’s diverse
range of products on dis-
play, showcasing our
nation’s rich cultural
heritage and economic
potential,” he added.

One of the high-
lights of the Pakistani
Pavilion was the spec-
tacular mango display
curated by Dr. Adnan
Hafeez.

With an impressive
selection of over a ton of
mangoes, featuring three

prized  varieties—
Sindbri, Langra, and SB
Chaunsa, Dr. Hafeez

With a grand total

Bar Connul throngh its Directorate of Lega] Edueauon (DLE) and the|
Higher Education Commission of Pakistan signed a of L The

was attended by Minister for Law & Justice Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar and Chairman Higher
[Education Commission Dr. Mukhtar.

Uik, i i
ISLAMABAD A delegation of the Federal Pubhc Servnce issi
member, Akbar Hussain Durrani, called on President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Performance of FSA, IRS, ISS, number of

Pakistanis in foreign jails reviewed

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Senate Standing
Committee on Foreign

their families.
Officials from the
Ministry of Foreign Af-

responsibility it was
within the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to ensure

lines to the Foreign Of-
fice. Senator Irfan
Siddiqui added that for-

Affairs reviewed the their attendance. fairs informed the com- eign missions should be
performance of the For- Senator Anwar-ul- mittee that most prison-  fully mobilized to assist
eign Services Academy, Haq Kakar remarked that were those who had  in the release of Pakistani

ers
settled illegally in for-
eign countries and that
‘names, crimes, and other
details could not be dis-
closed until complete
documentation was re-
ceived. The committee
was informed that there
are 29,065 prisoners
across 87 Pakistani mis-
sions abroad, with over
18,500 in Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab
Emirates. Members
noted that this issue had
been previously raised
and that names and de-
tails of all prisoners were
previously obtained.
The Chairman stated
that previous records
would be reviewed, and
steps would be taken to
assist in the release of
prisoners.

Senators Anwar-ul-
Haq Kakar and Sherry
Rehman noted that
‘many Pakistanis impris-

institutions should not
adopt such an attitude,
asserting that Parliament
is the supreme institu-
tion. Senator Sherry
Rehman added that the
committee is important,
and the heads of the rel-
evant institutions should
have ensured their par-
ticipation and provided
necessary information.
The chairman expressed
disappointment and di-
rected that the briefing
agendas for these insti-
tutions be postponed
until the next meeting to
ensure their participa-
tion. Regarding the num-
ber of Pakistanis impris-
oned abroad, the names
of the prisoners, their
crimes, the period of im-
prisonment, and the mea-
sures taken by the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs
for their release, Chair-
'man Senator Irfan ul Haq

(FSA) Institute for Re-
gional Studies, (IRS) and
the Institute for Strate-
gic Studies (ISS). The
committee also reviewed
the number of Pakistanis
imprisoned in foreign
jails, including the
‘names of the prisoners,
the crimes committed,
the periods of imprison-
ment, and the steps
taken by the government
for their release.

The meeting of
Senate Body was held
under the chair of Sena-
tor Irfan ul Haq Siddiqui
at Parliament House on
Monday.

During the meeting,
the chairman and mem-
bers expressed their dis-
pleasure over the non-
participation of the
heads of the relevant in-
stitutions regarding the
performance issues of
FSA, IRS and ISS. Mem-

prisoners, similar to how
foreign embassies act
when their citizens are
arrested abroad.

The committee was
informed that privacy
laws in European coun-
tries are strict, and gov-
ernments there do not
provide information
without the prisoners'
consent. The Chairman
demanded details on
how many correspon-
dences had been made
with foreign govern-
ments for prisoner re-
lease, particularly with
Saudi Arabia and the
UAE. Due to the non-
participation of institu-
tion heads and incom-
plete information, the
committee decided to
postpone the meeting
and review these issues
in detail at the next meet-
ing. The meeting was at-
tended by Chairman

bers emphasized that Siddiqui expressed dis- onedabroad are held for Committee Senator irfan-
Parliament is the supreme ~ appointment that the re- minor crimes and em- ul- Haq Siddique, Sena-
institution and that the quested information was phasized the need for tor Sherry Rehman, Sena-

effective measures to
reunite them with their
families. Senator Kakar
suggested that the Sen-
ate Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs
should not only monitor
but also provide guide-

tor Anwar-ul-Hag Kakar,
Senator Atta-ul-Rehman,
Senator Rubina Qaim
Khani, Senator
Muhammad ~ Abdul
Qadir, and other senior
officials of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

heads of these institu-
tions must ensure their
participation in commit-
tee briefings. The chair-
‘man demanded an expla-
nation for the absence of
the institution heads
and questioned whose

NA Body annoyed over non-appoint-
ment of MD PBM

The NA Body rec-
ommended that BISP
should enhance its com-
munication with benefi-
ciaries by leveragin;

not fully provided. He
highlighted the serious-
ness of the matter and
suggested creating a
special desk to handle
the cases of Pakistanis
imprisoned abroad and to
maintain contact with

ISLAMABAD (INP): communica(ion meth-
The National Assembly
Standing Committee on
Poverty Alleviation &
Social Safety has ex-
pressed its annoyance
over prolonged delay in
anag-
ing Director Pakistan
Bait-ul-Mal (PBM).
he issue was high-
lighted in briefing given
by Ministry of Poverty
Alleviation & Social
Safety at second meet-
ing of the Committee
held under the chair of
MNA Mir Ghulam Ali
Talpur at the Benazir In-
come Support Program
(BISP) Headquarters in
Islamabad on Monday.
he Committee
‘members unanimously
urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to expedite the
appointment of the PBM

online and social media
platforms for announc-
ing tranche disburse- rding issues of
ments, rather than rely- fraudu? t messaging
ing solely on traditional _about BISP.
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Pakistan Army rescues six more foreign
climbers from K2

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan Army has rescued six
more foreign mountaineers af-
ter they got sick while attempt-
ing to summit the towering K2
mountain, lies in Karakorum
Range.

K2, the world’s second-
highest peak which stands at
8,611 meters, lies in Pakistan’s
Gilgit Baltistan region. It is
nicknamed “the savage moun-
tain” by high-altitude climbers
who often encounter great dif-
ficulty in summiting it.

The Pakistani Army car-
ried out three heli sorties to
rescue American, Chilean,
Macedonian and Nepali climb-
ers, who were present in the
K2 base camp.

They were suffering from
high-altitude sickness while try-
ing to summit the K2 mountain.

Army for their rescue which
was promptly responded.

he Army saved the moun-
taineers and then shifted them
to a hospital in Skardu.

It may be mentioned here
that on Wednesday last Paki-
stan Army had also rescued
three foreign climbers after
they encountered difficulties
while attempting to mount the
K2

The mountaineers, who
hailed from Singapore, the
Netherlands and Ecuador,
were rescued by a Pakistan
Army helicopter after they fell
ill while climbing the mountain.
“I'm Kim and I am from
Holland. I had a big fall from a
glacier and now the Pakistan
Army is rescuing me from the
glacier,” she said while sitting
in the army’s helicopter.

Another climber from

Singapore, who did not men-
tion her name, said she suffered
from flu while attempting to
summit the mountain. “I got
really, really sick,” she said.
“Thank you to the Pakistan
Army for rescuing me.”

The third foreign climber
from Ecuador had his arm in a
sling, saying he had fractured
it while climbing the mountain.

Home to some of the tall-
est peaks and stunning land-
scapes, Pakistan attracts for-
eign mountaineers and tourists
from around the world in ev-
ery mountaineering season,
making it a premier destination
for adventure enthusiasts.

According to official fig-

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti is talking to Provincial Assembly member Zarik Khan|
Mandokhail during the assembly session.

ures, over 8,900 ft vis-
ited Gilgit-Baltistan in 2023
where the summer climbing
season runs from early June to
late August.

They contacted the Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Fi d Revenue
(Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth Programme, Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khxns

gzeh in a meeting with)

Flood warning as Pakistan braces for heavy
monsoon spell in next 48 hours

ISLAMABAD (INP): Different ar-
eas of north and north-east
Punjab received light to heavy rain
on Monday morning that brought
relief to the people from hot and
humid weather, while the Met Of-
fice, on the other hand, said that
more monsoon rains were ex-
pected, especially in Punjab,
Sindh and Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) during the next two

ays.

Attock and its adjoining ar-
eas received thundershowers that
offered locals a respite from heat
and mugginess.

Similarly, it also rained in
Shakargarh and Narowal, bring-
ing smiles on people’s faces fed
up with extreme humidity.

It drizzled in different parts
of Lahore, including Jail Road,
Canal Road, Garhi Shahu, Abbot
Road, Lakshmi Chowk and sur-
rounding areas, while cool winds
‘made the weather pleasant.

Rain was also reported from
twin cities of Rawalpindi and
Islamabad.

On the other hand, the
weather department forecast that
heavy rains in AJK and north-east
Punjab on Monday and Tuesday
would result in deluge in local
streams and nullahs.

It said rain, accompanied by
strong winds, was also expected

in the twin cities of Rawalpindi
and Islamabad, while heavy rain
was likely at a few places in
Islamabad and adjoining areas
during the aforementioned period.

Similarly, it predicted thun-
dershowers for different parts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
namely Dir, Swat, Abbottabad,
Manschra, Haripur, Buner,
Malakand, Bajaur, Mardan, Swabi,
Nowshera, Peshawar, Mohmand,
Kohat, Khyber, Kurram, Karak,
Bannu, Lakki Marwat, Dera Ismacl
Khan and Waziristan.

The Met Office said that tor-
rential rains were expected ata few
places in the upper parts of KP.

It forecast heavy rains,
companied by strong winds, in
different areas of Punjab namely
Sialkot, Narowal, Mandi
Bahauddin, Murree, Galyat,
Rawalpindi, Attock, Chakwal,
Jhelum, Sargodha, Mianwali,
Gujrat, Khushab, Gujranwala,
Hafizabad, I_ahore Sheikhupura,
Kasur, Okara, Faisalabad, Chiniot,
Jhang, Pakpattan, Sahiwal,
Bahawalpur, Bahawalnagar, Dera
Ghazi Khan, Bhakkar, Layyah,
Multan, Khanewal, Muzzafargarh,
Kot Addu, Taunsa, Rajanpur and
Rahim Yar Khan.

‘The weather department pre-
dicted heavy rains at a few places
in north-east Punjab and south

2

Punjab.

Likewise, it forecast rains for
parts of Balochistan namely Zhob,
Sherani, Musakhel, Barkhan,
Kohlu, Loralai, Sibbi, Harnai,
Ziarat, Quetta, Naseerabad, Dera
Bugti, Jaafarabad, Kalat, Khuzdar,
Lasbela, Awaran, Kech and
Panjgur.

Heavy rains were expected at
a few places in these areas, the
Met Office said.

The weather department also
predicted heavy rains, accompa-
nied by strong winds, for differ-
ent parts of Sindh namely
Tharparkar, Umarkot, Sanghar,
Mirpurkhas, Mithi, Thatta, Badin,
Sajawal, Karachi, Jamshoro,
Tando Muhammad Khan,
Hyderabad, Shaheed Benazirabad,
Sukkur, Shikarpur, Khairpur,
Kashmore, Larkana, Jacobabad
and Dadu. It said that torrential
rains were likely at a few places in
these districts. The Met Office
forecast rains, heavy at isolated
places, for different parts of AJK.

PDMA issues an alert

On the other hand, the Pro-
vincial Disaster Management Au-
thority (PDMA) issued an alert for
all concerned departments in
Punjab in order to deal with any
situation, arising out of heavy
rains especially in north-eastern
districts of the province.

Some people in PTI fold not sincere to
party

ISLAMABAD (INP): PTI Senator
Hamid Khan has said everyone
whomeets the party leader in jail
gives his own interpretation of
mauem
Pakistan Tehreek- saf
(PTI) senior leader Hamid Khdn
in an exclusive interview with a
private TV Chanel said that every
visitor gives own version for their
personal publicity. “There are
some persons who have not been
sincere to the party and harming
it. Some of them exposed, which
included Sher Afzal
Marwat, who had his own
agenda in the party,” PTI senator

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Mi

said.

There are some other cases
of similar nature, who are creating
differences to harm the party,”
Hamid Khan said.

He said the PTI's founder has
clear stance that once a person
quit the party should not be al-
lowed entry again. “Those who
addressed s conferences,
made their own party and ]cuncd
another party, could not return
back”, Senator Hamid Khan said.

He said, “Fawad Chaudhry
joined the Istehkam Party, was sit-
ting there covering his face with
hands,” he said. “Imran Ismail,

Hamid Khan

Fawad and Amir Kiani were
among those who made the
Istehkam party. Fawad was a
planted person 1n the party for al-
ways,” Hamid Khan said.

“Even now what Fawad is
doing, he is doing to harm the
party from within,” Barrister
Hamid said.

“According to us, it was a
mistake to resign from the assem-
blies at the time of the no-trust
motion,” he said. “Shah
Mahmood and Pervaiz Elahi told
that Fawad and Shaikh Rashid had
forced PTIs founder to tender res-
ignations,” he said.

er Muhammdd Ishaq Dar holds meetin;

g
with Secretary General of the Commonwealth Pamun Scotland at Minister of Foreign Affairs. IN]

PM Shehbaz orders steps for safety of
people amid heavy rains

ISLAMABAD (INP) Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday directed National Di-
saster Management Authority
(NDMA) to take immediate
measures for the protection of
lives and properties of the
people in view of the torrential
rains across the country, re-
ported 24NewsHD TV chan-
nel.

In a statement issued in
Islamabad on Monday,
Shehbaz Sharif directed the
NDMA to support the four pro-
vincial governments as well as
Azad Jammu and Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan in dealing with
the emergency situations.

Th PM instructed the

Islamabad administration to
take measures for drainage of
water and facilitation of the
public.

Emphasizing greater coor-
dination amongst the depart-
ments, Shehbaz Sharif called
for continuous monitoring of
the situation, saying timely
evacuation of people from low-
lying areas and drainage of
water should be ensured.

In this regard, he in-
structed to ensure supply of
water pumps and other ma-
chinery. In addition, he directed
to ensure timely provision of
medical treatment to those in
need.

Interior Minister Mohsin

Naqvi has directed CDA
Chairman Muhammad Ali
Randhawa to take effectives
measures to the drainage of
water amid heavy monsoon
rains in the federal capital.

He directed the CDA
chairman to activate officers
and teams in the field. All re-
sources should be utilized to
deal with the emergency situ-
ations, he said and added addi-
tional staff and machinery
should be deployed to monitor
the nullahs, highways and wa-
ter channels.

The interior minister also
called for ensuring drainage of
rainwater from underpasses
and other low-lying areas.

KP govt to give reserved seats to families
of May 9 martyrs

PESHAWAR (INP): In a bid to
solidify its stance on May 9, the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment on Monday decided to al-
lot the reserved seats to the
families of the martyrs of May

According to sources,
seats reserved for women will
be given to the widows of the
martyrs of May 9. The widows
of Javed Akakhel, Sikandar,
Muhammad Bilal, Abrar Ahmad
and Javed Gill would be granted
reserved seats.

Sources said that decision
was taken on the instructions of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan.

It must be remembered that
the Supreme Court of Pakistan
had tipped the scales in PTI's
favour by granting reserved
seats to the PTI by 8-5 verdict
earlier this month.

Going against the grain of
its previous decisions regarding
the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) in the run-up to Feb 8

day overturned the Peshawar
High Court's verdict of depriv-
ing the PTI of the reserved seats
ofnon-Muslim and women can-
didates in assemblies.

The apex court, in its ma-
jority 8-5 decision, announced
that the conduct of the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
regarding reserved seats was
'unconstitutional', adding that
the PTI would remain intact as
a political party even without
being assigned an election sym-
bol. The verdict was authored
by Justice Mansoor Ali Shah.

Justice Athar Minallah, Jus-
tice Mansoor Ali Shah, Justice
Muneeb Akhtar, Justice Ayesha
Malik, Justice Irfan Saadat, Jus-
tice Shahid Waheed, Justice
Hassan Azhar Rizvi and Justice
Ali Mazhar have decided in
favour of the PTI to be allotted
reserved seats while Chief Jus-
tice Qazi Faez Isa, Justice Jamal
Mandokhail, Justice Nacem Af-
ghan and Justice Aminuddin
Khan favoured against the PTL

Besides, Justice Yahya

Afridi wrote a dissenting note.

The SC accepted the PTI
as a political party and rejected
the SIC's appeals. It has been
said in the SC verdict that the
PTI could give list of the candi-
dates of the reserved seats, add-
ing that those 41 candidates
could present their certificates
to prove that they were mem-
bers of the party.

It is noteworthy that the full
court bench had also deliberated
on the PTI's reserved seats for
almost two hours in a meeting
of a day before the announce-
ment of the verdict.

Justice Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah, Justice Muneeb Akhtar,
Justice Yahya Afridi, Justice
Aminuddin Khan, Justice Jamal
Khan Mandokhail, Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar, Justice
Ayesha A. Malik, Justice Athar
Minallah, Justice Syed Hassan
Azhar Rizvi, Justice Shahid
Waheed, Justice Irfan Saadat
Khan and Justice Nacem Akhtar
Afghan attended the meeting
presided over by the CJIP.

election, the apex court on Fri-

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Chinese Counsel
General Zhao Shiren.

Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar reaffirms commitment
to commonwealth partnership

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
has reaffirmed Pakistan's
steadfast commitment to its
partnership with the Common-
wealth.

Addressing a news con-
ference along with Common-
wealth Secretary General
Patricia Scotland in Islamabad,
he said Pakistan attaches great
importance to the common-
wealth and its institutions say-
ing it is an important platform
for forging consensus and de-
veloping partnerships in the

with greater urgency and press
for lhe respect of international
law of UN

not only provide job opportuni-
ties to the youth but also cre-
ate for win-win co-

Secunty Council resolutions.
The Foreign Minister said
Pakistan's vision of regional
connectivity and trade
matches with the Common-
wealth connectivity agenda.
He said Pakistan sees
vast opportunities for collabo-

operation amongst the member
states.

Ishaq Dar said he bricfed
the Commonwealth Secretary
General about Pakistan's poli-
cies to combat climate change.
He said Pakistan will work
with the Commonwealth in

ration with the C
in realizing development goals
particularly in education, skill
development, youth and
women empowerment, health
and environmental

face of unpr d global
challenges.

Ishaq Dar said the Com-
monwealth should call for the
resolution of outstanding dis-

putes among member states

He said Pakistan supports
the commonwealth target of
increasing intra Common-
wealth trade to two trillion dol-
lars by 2030. He said this will

against
climate induced disasters.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Commonwealth Secretary
General was appreciative of
the resilience and determina-
tion exhibited by Pakistan in the
wake of 2022 floods. She said
the commonwealth stood in
solidarity with the Pakistani
people during those difficult
times.




