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Malik Baloch Contacts Prime
Minister, Urges Peaceful

 Resolution of BYC Issues
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In a significant move
to resolve the ongoing dead-
lock between the Baloch Unity
Committee (BYC) and the gov-
ernment, Dr. Abdul Malik
Baloch, National Party chief
and former Chief Minister of
Balochistan, has emphasized
the need for peaceful negotia-
tions.

In this regard, Dr. Baloch also
reached out to the Prime Min-
ister, Shehbaz Sharif, Chief
Minister of Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, and Speaker of
the National Assembly, Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq, urging them to pri-
oritize peaceful negotiations.

Dr. Baloch expressed concerns
that unresolved issues through
dialogue could lead to further
complications and warned
against the use of force, which
would exacerbate tensions.

 He highlighted the importance of
the government showing pa-
tience and addressing the is-

sues through negotiations with
the Baloch Solidarity Commit-
tee (BSC).

He stressed that using force
would only heighten anxiety
and complicate the situation
further.

The federal and provincial politi-
cal leadership assured Dr.
Baloch that they are commit-
ted to resolving the issues
through dialogue.

However, they emphasized that
the BYC leadership must also
demonstrate seriousness and
tolerance in the negotiation
process.

Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch directed
both the government and BYC
leadership to engage in pur-
poseful negotiations to resolve
the issues peacefully.

 He also appreciated the reconcili-
ation efforts of all parties in-
volved in Gwadar, recognizing
their contributions to the peace
process.

Polio Case Detected in Balochistan’s Killa
Abdullah, Raising 2024 Count to 13

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

File photo: Polio drops being administered to a child in Quetta: Photo Ashraf Khan

QUETTA: An 11-month-old child
from Balochistan’s Killa
Abdullah district has been di-
agnosed with polio, bringing
the total number of polio
cases in Pakistan to 13 this
year.

 The anti-polio laboratory re-
ported that the child showed
symptoms of disability on
July 17.

Balochistan Health Minister
Sardarzada Faisal Jamali un-
derscored that protecting chil-
dren from polio is the
government’s foremost prior-
ity.

Efforts are underway to increase
vaccination rates throughout
the Balochistan province.

“With this new case, the number
of polio cases in Balochistan
has risen to 10,” stated a se-
nior health official, who re-
quested anonymity due to the
sensitivity of the issue.

The latest case emerged from the

Jangal Pir Alizai area of the
Killa Abdullah district.

In comparison, the last polio case
in Punjab was reported in
2020. A representative from
the Regional Polio Eradication
Center at the National Insti-
tute of Health (NIH) confirmed
that the child, who is six years
old and from Chakwal district,
represents the 12th polio case
in Pakistan this year. Prior to
this, nine cases were reported
in Balochistan and two in
Sindh.

The NIH representative noted
that the specific cluster of the
virus in the latest case has yet
to be identified, as genetic se-
quencing is still ongoing.

 The recent increase in polio cases
signifies a deteriorating situ-
ation, with 12 cases reported
so far this year compared to
six cases last year.

However, no polio cases have
been reported from Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, Islamabad,
Gilgit-Baltistan, or Azad
Jammu and Kashmir. Polio is
a highly contagious disease
caused by the poliovirus, pri-
marily affecting children un-
der the age of five. The virus
attacks the nervous system
and can result in paralysis or
death. Although there is no
cure for polio, vaccination is
the most effective protection.
Each immunization enhances
a child’s defense against the
virus, and repeated vaccina-
tions have safeguarded mil-
lions of children worldwide.
Consequently, nearly all coun-
tries except Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan have been declared
polio-free.

The government’s renewed ef-
forts to bolster vaccination
campaigns are crucial to pre-
venting the spread of the vi-
rus and protecting children
from this debilitating disease.

Information Secretary
Balochistan Emphasizes

Responsible Journalism and
 Media Development

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Information Secre-
tary Balochistan, Imran
Khan, underscored the
critical role of responsible
journalism in reflecting the
ethos of society.

During his visit to the Media
Academy, he stated that me-
dia freedom hinges on im-
partiality,

unbiased reporting, and respon-
sible behavior. He empha-
sized that aligning mass me-
dia with modern require-
ments is a top priority for
the government and pledged
to address the challenges
faced by journalists in the
province. Accompanied by
Director General Public
Relations Balochistan,
Muhammad Noor Khetran,
Imran Khan was welcomed
by  Quetta Press Club
President Abdul Khaliq Rind
and other cabinet officials.

Abdul Khaliq Rand provided a
comprehensive briefing on
the Quetta Press Club, the
Media Academy, its classes,
and various other fields.

 He also detailed the activities
and future plans of the Me-
dia Academy. Imran Khan
attentively listened to the

concerns of Quetta Press
Club members and indi-
viduals associated with the
newspaper industry.  He re-
quested that Quetta Press
Club officials prepare de-
tailed proposals to be pre-
sented to the government.
He assured them of his
commitment to discussing
these issues with the Chief
Minister of Balochistan to
find effective solutions.

The Information Secretary high-
lighted the importance of
the Journalists’

Welfare Fund, stating it would
be used to support
martyred and injured jour-
nalists in the line of duty.
Additionally, he mentioned
plans to request special fa-
cilities for the Media.

Academy from the Chief Min-
ister, aiming to enhance the
training and professional
skills of journalism stu-
dents. This visit marks a
significant step towards
improving the conditions
for journalists in
Balochistan, with a focus
on fostering a responsible
and modern media land-
scape.

President Quetta Press Club, Abdul Khaliq Rind briefing secretary
information, Imran Khan and DGPR Muhammad Noor Khetran

PTI moves Supreme Court against Election
Act Amendment Bill

ISLAMABAD': Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has filed a
petition in the Supreme Court (SC)
on Wednesday, challenging the
recently approved Election Act
Amendment Bill in the National
Assembly and requesting it be
declared null and void.

PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan submitted the petition
to the top court under Article
184(3) through Advocate Salman
Akram Raja, naming the federal
government and the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) as
respondents.

The petition argues that the

bill, which was approved by a
majority vote yesterday despite
strong protests and objections
from opposition parties, is "un-
constitutional and illegal".

PTI has also moved the apex
court to immediately halt the elec-
toral watchdog from allocating re-
served seats to other political par-
ties.

"The PTI has already submit-
ted lists for the reserved seats to
the Election Commission," the
petition stated.

The party demands that
women and non-Muslim reserved
seats be allotted to PTI, asserting

their entitlement to these seats
following the Supreme Court's
July 12 decision.

The top court's July 12 deci-
sion, delivered by a 13-judge full
bench, handed a major blow to
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's
ruling coalition by declaring that
the opposition party PTI is en-
titled to reserved seats for women
and non-Muslims.

Yesterday, In a statement de-
livered on the floor of the National
Assembly (NA), Gohar criticised
the bill, asserting that it under-
mines democratic principles.
NEWS DESK.

Bangladesh's
Khaleda Zia calls for
calm in first public

address after
six-year hiatus

DHAKA: Freed
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) Chairperson Khaleda
Zia on Wednesday called for
restraint as the country moves
to form a transitional govern-
ment after former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina fled
the country following weeks
of violent protests.

In her first public address
following her release from
house arrest, former Prime
Minister Zia urged party
members and people to refrain
from destruction and revenge,
respecting all religions and
communities.

"This victory has brought
us new possibilities," she said,
adding: “We have to build a
prosperous Bangladesh from
the ruins of democracy and
corruption. Heroic children
made the impossible possible
through mortal struggle. Pay
respect to hundreds of
martyrs (killed during the
student protests).” Zia, 79,
delivered the public speech at
a rally in front of the BNP
headquarters in Dhaka after
more than six and a half years.
She addressed the rally via a
video recorded at a hospital
where she is undergoing
treatment for numerous
complications. A prosperous
Bangladesh should be built on
the basis of human rights,
social justice and equality, she
continued. Her son Tarique
Rahman, now in exile in the
UK, also addressed the rally
virtually. Earlier, President
Mohammed Shahabuddin
ordered the release of Zia on
Monday, hours after Hasina
fled the country amid wide-
spread student protests against
the public jobs quota.  In
February 2018, a court
sentenced her to five years in
prison. She was kept in an
abandoned jail in Old Dhaka.
In March 2020 she got
released from jail on health
grounds and was placed under
house arrest by the executive
order of the government. Zia,
the chairperson of the BNP
and a two-term prime minister
of Bangladesh (1991-1996 and
2001-2006), has been under
arrest since 2018. NEWS
DESK.
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Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for
 Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Kakar:

Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alarming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment,
and infant and maternal
mortality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment. The unmatched
policies and irrelevant
development strategies,
along with poor gover-
nance, have resulted in
extreme underdevelop-
ment of the province.
Though the bleak pic-
ture of the province is
noticeable to all deci-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
ing critical poverty lev-
els in red, Balochistan’s
political and intellectual
spheres remain sharply
divided.

Balochistan’s
Political And
Intellectual
Spheres Di-

vided
Amidst the current

devastating scenario in
the province,
Balochistan’s political
and intellectual spheres
are sharply divided.
Supporters of the latter
viewpoint draw upon
global examples of suc-
cessful development
strategies, particularly
the establishment of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in various na-
tions.

Learning from glo-
bal case studies, the po-
tential of Balochistan as
a resource-rich province
with vast ecological and
topographic diversity,
coupled with its strate-
gic location, warrants a
paradigm shift towards
infrastructure develop-
ment and economic
growth. It is evident that
uplifting the economic
status of the populace
will pave the way for the

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help
approaches. Failure to
adapt to this evolving
development approach
over the past 70 years
serves as a stark re-
minder of the need for
change.

Potentials of
the Province
Ensure the
Success of

SEZ
Balochistan, often

referred to as the “fruit
basket” of Pakistan,
stands out as a resource-
rich province boasting
the largest landscape
and the longest coast-
line spanning 770 kilome-
ters. Despite its un-
tapped wealth in various
minerals, Balochistan re-
mains underdeveloped.
Its diverse ecological
and topographic zones
allow for the experience
of different seasons si-
multaneously, with in-
habitants enjoying both
the coldest and hottest
regions in the province
within one division.

Deng Xiaoping was
impressed by the unbe-
lievable emergence of
development in
Singapore quoted once
that when visited Lee
Kuan and asked how I
can make China as
Singapore and his re-
sponse was to establish
the SEZs and affirmed
the establishment of one
thousand SEZs in China.

The province’s stra-
tegic location grants it
access to two interna-
tional borders with Iran
and Afghanistan. Its rich
resources, including
minerals, natural gas,
agriculture, livestock,
forests, and fisheries,
offer a solid foundation
for intensifying the em-
phasis on Special Eco-

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potentials not
only justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve as a
guarantee of their suc-
cess.

SEZs The Only
Option

Ensuring the full
operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) already identified
commenced in
Balochistan stands out
as the foremost priority
area for intervention. The
establishment of small
and medium-scale indus-
tries within these zones
will not only create em-
ployment opportunities
but also incentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering urbanization.
This industrial growth at
the grassroots level will
facil itate the much-
needed trickle-down ef-
fect,  addressing the
pressing needs of the
populace.

The momentum for
expediting the establish-
ment of industries is be-
ing further strengthened
by the concurrent devel-
opment of private hous-
ing schemes announced
and currently under con-
struction by the real es-
tate dealers. These initia-
tives will compel the
working class to seek
improved living stan-
dards, thereby enhanc-
ing the overall quality of
life in Balochistan.

Urbaniza-
tion promotion
and establish-
ment of new

cities
Addressing the

challenge of scattered
population in
Balochistan is para-
mount to ensure effec-
tive social and infrastruc-

ture development. The
dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit costs
of development and
maintenance of services.
Moreover, it contributes
to the prevailing law and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political insurgencies
and religious terrorism.

To address this
challenge, the establish-
ment of new cities and
towns across the prov-
ince is essential. How-
ever, given the budget-
ary constraints and the
heavy investment re-
quired for establishing
new cities, leveraging
the existing SEZs areas
as new cities presents a
viable solution. The de-
velopment of these
SEZs into fully func-
tional urban centers with
basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
climatic disasters such
as earthquakes, floods,
and droughts, as wit-
nessed in areas like
Ziarat, the Green Belt,
Gider (Kalat), and Pishin.

Transforming SEZs
into new cities not only
addresses the challenge
of scattered population
but also provides a stra-
tegic opportunity to spur
economic growth and
development in
Balochistan. It facilitates
urbanization, enhances
access to services and
infrastructure, and con-
tributes to stability and
security in the region.
Therefore, prioritizing
the development of
these SEZs into new ur-
ban hubs can be a game-
changer for
Balochistan’s sustain-
able development

agenda.

Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private

sectors
The Government of

Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing on
thematic areas such as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etly dwindling by the ap-
pointment of heads from
junior officials who lack
the influence to navigate
bureaucratic hurdles or
garner support  from
higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges
by not providing an en-
abling environment for
these officials.

To address these is-
sues, it is imperative to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

 These individuals
should possess local
knowledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au-
thorities within the gov-
ernment. This approach
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clout and influence to
drive meaningful
progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles
effectively.

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special  Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming of
Balochistan at the na-
tional level.

Is there now a winning team?
By Jawed Naqvi:

FOR India’s opposi-

tion, the arrest of Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal was the prover-
bial straw that broke the
camel’s back. It’s now
known that a key witness
against Kejriwal donated
a tidy sum to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s
campaign fund through
electoral bonds.

What began as a
domestic skirmish ahead
of the make-or-break
general elections starting
this month, found inter-
national interest. Ger-
many and the US coun-
selled transparency on
Kejriwal’s behalf. They
annoyed India but were
joined by the UN secre-
tary general’s office,
whose concern for pro-
bity was couched in
diplomatese.

The harassment of a
key baiter of crony capi-
talists also spurred the
opposition to regroup,
partly in self-interest but
also out of slowly dawn-

ing political sagacity.
Going by Sunday’s mam-
moth rally showcasing
India’s most seasoned
opposition leaders at
Delhi’s Ramlila Grounds,
the arrest of two serving
chief ministers on elec-
tion eve — the other be-
ing the tribal chief min-
ister of Jharkhand —
appears to have
revitalised a foundering
campaign to dislodge
Mr Modi in the multi-
stage elections starting
on April 19. Results are
expected on June 4.

Hope and fervour
were plentiful, but appre-
hension was also lurking
at the grand park that
links New Delhi with the
old city, the venue
where a landmark oppo-
sition rally turned the
tide against  Indira
Gandhi’s emergency rule
in 1977. Speaker after
speaker cautioned Mr
Modi against ‘fixing the
match’ or queering the
pitch for rivals, whether
by jailing opponents or

by freezing bank ac-
counts of cash-strapped
parties through legally
dressed subterfuge.

“India will burn if
you try to win the elec-
tion by fixing the match,
or tinker with the consti-
tution.” The sharp senti-
ment was expressed by
Rahul Gandhi, and every-
one on the podium
seemed to agree with the
intent.

If Modi was not
stopped this time around,
it could be India’s last
look at democracy. Udhav
Thackeray’s Shiv Sena
had supported Mrs
Gandhi’s emergency. He
was now an embodiment
of a born-again democrat,
so to speak. Confident of
winning the elections
provided the opposition
stays united, he went a
step beyond Rahul
Gandhi’s warning. Mr
Thackeray promised to
put the Modi govern-
ment in jail after the elec-
tions. Lending a degree
of credibility to the call for

a winnable fight was the
presence of Dereck
O’Brien, MP for Mamata
Banerjee’s Trinamool
Congress.

 It was her decision
to go it alone in West
Bengal that all but broke
the alliance. Now her
endorsement of opposi-
tion unity was packaged
with renewed conviction
that her party was teth-
ered to the INDIA alli-
ance and its resolve to
defeat the Bharatiya
Janata Party.

The arrest of two
serving chief ministers
on election eve appears
to have revitalised a
foundering campaign to
dislodge Mr Modi.

Given that match
fixing was the day’s
theme and its fear was
an important factor in
prompting the disparate
group to close ranks,
let’s stay with the cricket
metaphor. Let’s ask if the
opposition’s rearguard
action, for that is what
the rally essentially was,

had come too little, too
late to fetch victory.

Before lifting the
1983 World Cup, the In-
dian team, not unlike the
current Indian opposi-
tion, was mauled and
broken at both the pre-
vious outings. Which
made it that much more
rewarding for Kapil Dev
to take the cup at Lord’s.
The cricket analogy
works nicely for the 14
major political parties
gathered in Delhi on Palm
Sunday.

 As with Kapil
Dev’s team, the rally ini-
tially saw a squad that
was low in self-esteem,
but which could yet fix
its gaze on the prize, de-
spite not seriously hop-
ing to win it. The no-frills
self-effacing-to-a-fault
eleven welded into a
winning unit when it
came to the crunch and
defeated the day’s most
invincible squad in the
tournament not once but
twice to surprise every-
one, including them-

selves.
In one of the

matches, so low was the
expectation from the In-
dian team that there
wasn’t a TV camera sta-
t ioned at  the Nevill
Ground in Kent to record
Kapil Dev’s once-in-a-
lifetime 175 not out. It
rescued the team from
yet another humiliating
World Cup exit. The
largely unwatched match
against  Zimbabwe
would put India on
course to rewriting
cricketing history.

That event had a
canny resemblance to the
one in New Delhi on
Sunday. There was no
TV news channel to
cover the rally. That’s
what the Modi media
does.

Typically, the huge
story about electoral
bonds revealing the
BJP’s quid pro quos as
the main beneficiary was
quietly airbrushed. For
the Modi-friendly TV
channels the story never

broke. There were on the
stage leaders of stature
representing govern-
ments in major states in-
cluding Punjab, West
Bengal, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. And
there were leaders from
Maharashtra and Bihar
whose state govern-
ments were torpedoed
by Mr Modi’s associates
by inducing defections.
They are hungry for re-
venge. And there was no
TV channel, unbeliev-
ably, to cover this event.

“When pressure is
put on umpires and cap-
tains, players are bought
off and the match is won
in cricket, it is called
match-fixing,” Mr
Gandhi continued.

“We have a Lok
Sabha election before
us. Who selected the
umpires? Before the
match started, two play-
ers were arrested …
Narendra Modi is trying
to do match-fixing in the
election,” Mr Gandhi as-
serted. “The BJP is rais-

ing the slogan of getting
400 seats but without
EVMs, match-fixing,
pressuring media and
buying them, it will not
be able to reach even 180
seats,” he said.

Granted that look-
ing ahead the coming
electoral match may not
be best remembered for
its free or fair spirit. But
there is another cricket
metaphor India’s oppo-
sition alliance might be
wary of. It’s called being
out ‘hit wicket’.

Among several
ways, Mr Modi’s oppo-
nents can fall to self-
harm; not seizing the
moment that Kejriwal’s
arrest has created could
be decisive. Rahul
Gandhi and Mamata
Banerjee, Sharad Pawar
or Akhilesh Yadav —
they are all match-win-
ners on their day.

Today, it’s Kejriwal
who looks primed to
swing the match against
Modi, even a rigged one.
Applaud him.

Autism and SDGs
By Rukhsana Shah:

Balochistan Needs Action, Not
Another Failed Polio Campaign

Editorial:

The news of a children in Chaman and Dera Bugti contracting polio, in
Balochistan after three years, is a damning indictment of the provincial health
department and donor agencies entrusted with this critical public health mis-
sion. While a targeted vaccination campaign is a welcome response, it’s a mere
bandage on a gaping wound.

Imported Solutions Don’t Work
For far too long, a top-down approach relying on imported solutions has

dominated our fight against polio. We, the people of Balochistan, have the
indigenous knowledge and cultural understanding necessary to effectively
combat this disease. Yet, our voices and workable solutions are consistently
sidelined.

The presence of poliovirus in environmental samples since last August is
a glaring failure of our health department. This isn’t just a recent oversight; it
exposes a systemic weakness in surveillance and outreach programs.

Where are the culturally sensitive campaigns that educate our communi-
ties in the local languages? Where are the efforts to address vaccine hesitancy
through dialogue and trust-building with local leaders? We need an overhaul
of the health department’s approach, one that leverages the strengths of our
communities and fosters ownership over public health initiatives.

Donor agencies must also shoulder some of the blame
Have they critically evaluated the effectiveness of their funding, or have

they simply perpetuated a cycle of dependence on external solutions? We
urge them to invest in building the capacity of our local healthcare system and
empower Balochistanis to take charge of their health outcomes.

The upcoming vaccination campaign is crucial, but it cannot be a one-off
effort. We need a sustained, multi-pronged approach that integrates local knowl-
edge, strengthens healthcare infrastructure, and prioritizes community engage-
ment. Only then can we truly eradicate polio from Balochistan and safeguard
the health of future generations.

This is a wake-up call. Let Balochistan not be known for this resurgence of
a preventable disease. Let’s work together, with our own solutions at the fore-
front, to banish polio for good.

THE 2024 observance

of World Autism Day is
aligned with the imple-
mentation status and
progress on the Sustain-
able Development Goals.
Autism is a
neurodevelopmental
condition representing
human evolution and
neurodiversity among all
world populations. The
SDGs are universally
agreed goals adopted in
2015 by the UN to bridge
economic disparities in
17 overlapping areas in-
cluding access to qual-
ity health, education and
safety. They promote
gender equality and in-
clusive economic
growth and employment
for all.

The Sustainable
Development Agenda
was to be fulfilled by
2030. However, the SDG
report of 2023 shows
that progress on more
than 50 per cent of tar-
gets is inadequate while
in 30pc, it has reversed.
The most important rea-
son cited is the
neoliberal fiscal and
monetary policy
environm-ent created by
the “outdated, dysfunc-
tional and unfair interna-
tional financial architec-
ture” of the 1940s’
Bretton Woods institu-
tions. Inequalities within
rich and poor countries
are increasing, and the
North-South divide is
deepening. According to
the report, the SDGs are
in peril; their failure
would sound the death
knell for the planet.

Centuries of
colonisation and exploi-
tation have left develop-
ing countries with the

poorest, most vulnerable
people. Continu-ing in-
justices through institu-
tional monetary and po-
litical instruments play a
major role in the lack of
progress on SDGs. The
promise of increasing
official development as-
sistance by developed
countries towards
achieving the SDGs
hasn’t been kept, and
targets on climate
change haven’t met with
success, not least be-
cause the financial
co--m-----mitment of $100
billion per year was ig-
nored.

Poor progress on
SDGs is bad news for the
marginalised.

At the same time,
the developing coun-
tries’ governments can-
not be absolved of their
responsibility of eradi-
cating poverty and pro-
viding education, health,
access and employment
opportunities to their
people. In the 2023 Hu-
man Development
Ind-ex, Pakistan ranks
below Togo and
Rwanda, with only 4.4
average years of educa-
tion (SDG-4), while India
and Bangladesh (se-ven
years) are in the Medium
Development Index, and
Iran and Sri Lanka (11
years) in the High Devel-
opment Index. The SDG
Status Report issued by
the Planning
Com-mission in 2021 ad-
mits Pakistan’s progress
has been dismal in edu-
cation and poor on eco-
nomic growth and em-
ployment.

Pakistan has failed
to provide literacy to
60pc of its population in
the last 77 years; its pri-

mary and secondary
healthcare systems are
deteriorating due to low
budgetary allocations
and unbridled population
growth; poverty is rising;
its infrastructure of
roads, railways and air
travel is collapsing; busi-
ness growth is restricted
by high interest rates,
chronic energy deficit,
rentier capitalism and
elite capture; and its po-
sition on world indices of
poverty alleviation, eco-
nomic opportunities, per
capita productivity, hu-
man rights, safety, gen-
der equality, inclusion of
persons with disabilities
and almost everything
else has remained at
shamefully low levels.

A critical component
of development in general
and achieving SDGs in
particular, is good gover-
nance, oversight and ac-
countability of govern-
ments and public institu-
tions. Governance in Pa-
kistan has deteriorated
alarmingly, with the bu-
reaucracy and state insti-
tutions becoming parti-
san, self-serving and ra-
pacious. Two political
dynasties have ruled in
the name of democracy
for more than 40 years,
evading public account-
ability, weakening do-
mestic institutions, and
compromising national
interest with ad hoc
policy decisions. The
SDGs have thus been
sidelined.

The options of eco-
nomic recovery are fast
disappearing for Pakistan
and other countries on
the radar of the US and
EU agenda in their war for
capitalist hegemony. The
re--cent failure of UN

Pro-poor reform
By Dr Niaz Murtaza:

THE new set-up must

quickly undertake sub-
stantial reforms to save
our moribund economy
and ensure durable eco-
nomic stability, produc-
tive growth, equity and
sustainability. The IMF,
think tanks, business
groups, etc. mainly pro-
pose technical reforms,
such as deregulation and
privatisation, to loosen
the hold of an elite-run
state on markets, assum-
ing — against global
evidence — that un-
bridled markets can en-
sure progress. However,
the elites that run our
state run markets too.
Thus, many state ills ac-
tually stem from market
ills — twin deficits exist
partially as businesses
seek endless subsidies
and engage in tax eva-
sion and can’t compete
globally. The outcome is
that one can’t reform the
state without reforming

markets as market elites
will soon recapture it.

Reforms in which
the bulk of the populace
barely figures will pro-
duce an elite-run market
that fails on all four aims
mentioned above. With
the Soviet state-mo-
nopolist model proved
infeasible, the way for-
ward is a welfare-cum de-
velopmental state that
mainly serves the inter-
ests of the poor and also
ensures that markets
provide fair avenues to
them. Such reforms must
target the state and mar-
ket, make masses their
focus and use their po-
litical mobilisation as the
key force to unleash re-
form.

The starting point
must be a review of the
factors that cause pov-
erty among the masses,
ie, small producers and
labourers in rural and ur-
ban areas in Pakistan.
Such bottom-up analysis

will reveal not only the
lack of economic and so-
cial investment by the
state as key factors but
also the people’s exploi-
tation and
marginalisation by mar-
kets and local elites. It will
lead to a comprehensive
structural reform agenda
that covers legislation,
policies, strategies,
projects, services and
institutional reform at the
federal, provincial and
local levels, unlike the
usual band-aid welfare.

The agenda will ex-
pand the poor’s owner-
ship of assets (including
land reforms) and access
to credit, skills and tech-
nology; and ensure the
rule of law to protect
them from elite abuses. It
will expand locally de-
volved quality educa-
tion, health, family plan-
ning and other social ser-
vices; and support com-
munity-based groups
which mobilise and advo-

cate for the poor to in-
crease their bargaining
power in markets and
politics. Minorities,
women, and far-flung ar-
eas must be the top pri-
ority.

Investment in the
poor will drive national
progress.

This major invest-
ment in the poor will not
only serve ethical con-
cerns but also become
the main driver of na-
tional progress as re-
duced poverty ignites
growth that benefits all.
Despite our large popu-
lation, our internal mar-
ket is small, given low
incomes.

 Increasing
people’s incomes will
expand the size of the
national market and prof-
its for producers. This,
in turn, will again create
jobs, and expand in-
comes and the national
market size, thus igniting
a virtuous cycle of

progress.  The poor
spend more on local
goods than the rich, ben-
efiting local producers
and the external ac-
count.

This sharp focus on
the poor would serve as
the foundation for re-
forms in policy areas that
hog mainstream reform
agendas, such as fiscal,
external, investment,
state enterprise and en-
ergy issues. But the
policy steps in even
these areas will now
centralise and protect the
interests of the poor. To
achieve fiscal balances,
the state would only
give targeted subsidies
to the poor, eliminate
elite and universal sub-
sidies, focus more on di-
rect taxes on untaxed
sectors to generate
enough resources for
the increased invest-
ment in the poor, and
avoid indirect taxes that
burden the poor.
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ISLAMABAD: Senator Rubina Khalid, Chairperson BISP, meets Chaudhry
Salik Hussain, Federal Minister for Overseas Pakistanis & Human Re-
source Development.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan Engr Amir Muqam chairing
a meeting regarding Gilgit Baltistan.

China-Pak e-commerce platform join hands
to make industrial upgrading

White House denies Pakistani national Asif
Merchant’s role in attempt on Donald Trump

Pakistan calls for peaceful and swift return
to normalcy in Bangladesh

PIA launches direct flights from Quetta to
Jeddah, facilitating Umrah pilgrims

QUETTA (INP): Pa-
kistan International
Airline (PIA) com-
menced two weekly
direct flights from
Quetta to Jeddah, pro-
viding special facilities
for Umrah pilgrims on
Wednesday.

According to the
PIA spokesperson,
the inaugural flight, PK
767, carried 141
Umrah pilgrims to
Jeddah.

The first flight's pil-
grims were seen off by
the special guest, Gov-
ernor of Balochistan
Sheikh Jaffar
Mandokhail, PIA Gen-
eral Manager Sales
Muhammad Shafiq,
and members of the
Balochistan Provincial
Assembly.

On this occasion,
the Balochistan Gover-
nor stated that the di-
rect flights between

Quetta and Jeddah
would greatly benefit
the people of
Balochistan.

The Balochistan
Governor also praised
PIA's efforts to make
these facilities avail-
able to the Quetta
people.

During the cer-
emony held at Quetta
Airport, special
prayers were offered
for the success of

PIA. PIA General
Manager Sales
Muhammad Shafiq
mentioned that PIA
will continue to take
steps to provide direct
travel facilities to its
passengers.

The PIA general
manager also said that
the Jeddah flights will
facilitate direct travel
for people residing in
Saudi Arabia for em-
ployment purposes.

BEIJING (INP): China-
Pak e-commerce plat-
form has joined hands to
make industrial upgrad-
ing, China Economic Net
(CEN) reported on
Wednesday.

Recently, Beijing-
based high-quality in-
dustrial Internet enter-
prises IBI and the Min-
istry of Information
Technology and Tele-
communications of Paki-
stan officially estab-
lished strategic coop-
eration relations. 

Beijing Toodudu E-
commerce Co., Ltd., a
core subsidiary of IBI,
signed a strategic coop-
eration agreement with
Pakistani company
Michael & Parker.

“It is a vital stride
taken by IBI to actively
respond to China’s Belt
and Road Initiative, as
well as promote regional
economic cooperation
and development,” an
official introduced.

“IBI will join hands
with the Pakistani gov-
ernment to tailor global
one-stop full-chain ser-
vices for various indus-
trial chains in Pakistan
backed by its superior
advantages in digital
economy, industrial
Internet, cross-border
presence of industrial
belts and other aspects,
thus spurring the collabo-
rative and innovative de-
velopment of industrial
and supply chains.”

Shaza Fatima
Khwaja, Minister of In-
formation Technology
and Telecommunications
of Pakistan, fully affirmed
the achievements made
by IBI in digital economy,
industrial Internet, cross-
border industrial belts,
and elaborated in detail
the difficulties and chal-
lenges currently faced by
Pakistan in these fields. 

She expressed the
hope that IBI could
deeply participate in

Pakistan’s economic
construction.

According to mu-
tual agreement, IBI will
partner with local core
enterprises to supports
its businesses in Paki-
stan by giving full play
to its mature resources in
digital economy and ro-
bust digital technology
advantages.

It will work together
with the Pakistani gov-
ernment to advance co-
operation in cross-bor-
der integrated service
platform, supply chain
collaboration platform,
cross-border barter plat-
form, cloud factory pro-
gram, enterprise promo-
tion and talent exchange,
thus promoting the glo-
bal presence of more en-
terprises based in both
China and Pakistan.

Guests attending
the signing ceremony in-
cluded Shaza Fatima
Khwaja, Minister of In-
formation Technology

and Telecommunications
of Pakistan, Ghulam
Qadir, Commercial Coun-
sellor at Pakistani Em-
bassy, Erfa Iqbal from the
Prime Minister’s Office
of Pakistan, Liu Junzhai,
Director and Senior Vice
President of IBI, and
Danyal, Vice President
and General Manager of
Cross-border E-com-
merce of Toodudu.

So far, cross-border
e-commerce has become
a bellwether in China’s
economic growth
against the trend while
facing a global down-
turn. 

The latest  data
shows that in the first
half of 2024, China’s
cross-border e-com-
merce imports and ex-
ports reached RMB 1.22
trillion, a year-on-year
increase of 10.5%, 4.4
percentage points higher
than the overall growth
rate of China’s foreign
trade in the same period. 

WASHINGTON (INP):
The US administration
has outrightly denied
that Pakistani national
Asif Merchant was in-
volved in the assassina-
tion attempt on former
US president Donald
Trump while giving
Pakistan’s reaction For-
eign Ministry Spokes-
person Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch stated that they
are in contact with
American authorities
and are awaiting further
details on Wednesday.

The Foreign Office
spokesperson men-
tioned that they have
noted the statements
from the US officials in-
dicating that it is an on-
going investigation.

She emphasized
that before giving an of-
ficial response or ques-
tioning the individual
involved, it is necessary
to verify the details of
previous incidents. “We
have seen the media re-
ports. We are in touch
with the US authorities
and await further details.
We have also noted the

statements by US offi-
cials that this is an ongo-
ing investigation. Before
giving our formal reac-
tion, we also need to be
sure of the antecedents
of the individual in ques-
tion.”

Earlier, the White
House denied that Asif
Merchant was involved
in the attack on US presi-
dential candidate Donald
Trump. The White
House spokesman in a
statement said Asif Mer-
chant had nothing to do
with the assassination of
former US President
Donald Trump.

Yesterday, a Paki-
stani man with alleged
ties to Iran has been ar-
rested and charged with
plotting to carry out po-
litical assassinations on
US soil, the Justice De-
partment announced.

Prosecutors in
Brooklyn revealed crimi-
nal charges against Asif
Merchant, accusing him
of travelling to New York
to hire a hitman for the
planned assassinations.
The plot was foiled be-

fore any action could be
taken. The case against
Merchant, 46, details his
travel to New York City
and collaboration with a
hitman to execute the as-
sassinations in late Au-
gust or early September.
Federal prosecutors indi-
cated the plot was aimed
at high-ranking US offi-
cials, potentially includ-
ing Trump. While court
documents do not iden-
tify any potential targets,
the case was unsealed
just weeks after US offi-
cials disclosed a threat to
Donald Trump’s life from
Iran, which led to in-
creased security at a
Pennsylvania rally last
month where Trump was
injured by a 20-year-old
Pennsylvania gunman’s
bullet.  US officials have
long warned about Iran's
desire to avenge the
2020 killing of Qassem
Soleimani, the leader of
the Iranian Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps'
Quds Force, an opera-
tion ordered by Trump.

Attorney General
Merrick Garland stated,

“The Justice Department
will spare no resource to
disrupt and hold ac-
countable those who
would seek to carry out
Iran’s lethal plotting
against American citi-
zens and will not tolerate
attempts by an authori-
tarian regime to target
American public officials
and endanger America’s
national security.”

US Attorney Breon
Peace for the Eastern
District of New York re-
marked, "Working on
behalf of others over-
seas, Merchant planned
the murder of US govern-
ment officials on Ameri-
can soil.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan has expressed
“sincere” solidarity with
the people of
Bangladesh as the coun-
try coped with the after-
shocks of Sheikh
Hasina’s ouster as prime
minister and her fleeing
to India.

In a statement is-
sued in Islamabad on
Wednesday morning,
Pakistan Foreign Minis-
try said “The Govern-
ment and people of Pa-
kistan stand in solidar-
ity with the people of
Bangladesh, sincerely
hoping for a peaceful
and swift return to nor-
malcy.”

The two-line state-
ment further said “We are
confident that the resil-
ient spirit and unity of
the Bangladeshi people
will lead them towards a
harmonious future.”

B a n g l a d e s h ' s
N o b e l - w i n n i n g
microfinance pioneer
Muhammad Yunus will
lead an interim govern-
ment after mass protests
forced long-time prime
minister Sheikh Hasina
to flee, the presidency
announced Wednesday.

The appointment
came quickly after stu-
dent leaders called on
the 84-year-old Yunus --
credited with lifting mil-
lions out of poverty in
the South Asian coun-
try -- to lead.

The decision was
made in a meeting with
President Mohammed
Shahabuddin, the heads
of the army, navy and air
force, and student lead-
ers.

"(They) decided to
form an interim govern-
ment with Professor Dr
Muhammad Yunus as its
chief," Shahabuddin's
office said in a state-
ment. "The president has
asked the people to help
ride out the crisis. Quick
formation of an interim
government is neces-
sary to overcome the cri-
sis."

Yunus will have the
title of chief advisor, ac-
cording to Haid Islam,
one of the leaders of Stu-
dents Against Discrimi-
nation who participated
in the meeting.

S h a h a b u d d i n
agreed that the interim
government "will be
formed within the short-
est time" possible, Islam

told reporters.
However, there were

few other details about
the planned government,
including the role of the
military.

Yunus, who is cur-
rently in Europe, told re-
porters on Tuesday he
was willing to lead the
interim government.

"If action is needed
in Bangladesh, for my
country and for the cour-
age of my people, then I
will take it," he said in a
statement, also calling for
free elections.

Hasina, 76, who had
been in power since 2009,
resigned on Monday as
hundreds of thousands
of people flooded the
streets of Dhaka demand-
ing she stand down.

Monday's events
were the culmination of
more than a month of
unrest, which began as
protests against a plan
for quotas in government
jobs but morphed into an
anti-Hasina movement.

Hasina, who was ac-
cused of rigging Janu-
ary elections and wide-
spread human rights
abuses, deployed secu-
rity forces to quash the
protests. Hundreds of
people were killed in the
crackdown, but the mili-
tary turned against
Hasina on the weekend
and she was forced to
flee on a helicopter to
neighbouring India.

Army chief General
Waker-Uz-Zaman said
on Sunday it was "time
to stop the violence".

The military has
since acceded to a range
of other demands from
the student leaders,
aside from Yunus's ap-
pointment. The presi-
dent dissolved parlia-
ment on Tuesday, an-
other demand of the stu-
dent leaders and the
major opposition
Bangladesh National
Party (BNP).The head of
the police force, which
protesters have blamed

for leading Hasina's
crackdown, was sacked
on Tuesday, the
president's office said in
the statement announc-
ing Yunus as leader. Ex-
prime minister and BNP
chairperson Khaleda Zia,
78, was also released
from years of house ar-
rest, a presidential state-
ment and her party said.
And the military re-
shuffled several gener-
als, demoting some seen
as close to Hasina, and
sacking Ziaul Ahsan, a
commander of the feared
Rapid Action Battalion
paramilitary force.

Streets in the capi-
tal were largely peaceful
Tuesday -- with shops
opening and interna-
tional flights resuming at
Dhaka airport -- but gov-
ernment offices re-
mained mostly closed.

Millions of
Bangladeshis had
flooded the streets to
celebrate after Hasina's
departure.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister Mir Muhammad Sadiq Umrani and Provincial Advisor Ghulam Rasool
Umrani is meeting with Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Law and Justice Azam Nazeer Tarar had a meeting with Law
Minister Punjab Sohaib Ahmed Malik.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Ambassador of Iraq
Hamid Abbas Lafta.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addressing the launching ceremony of
Monsoon Tree Plantation Campaign 2024.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance & Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb was called
on by the Ambassador of Finland to Pakistan H.E. Mr. Hannu Ripatti.

Reserved seats: ECP to file review plea
against SC verdict

PM Shehbaz Sharif approves Amna
Baloch as new foreign secretary

Police officer martyred in encounter
with dacoits in Lahore

Lahore High Court directs PTI to
reapply for rally permit

Accountability institution needs accountability
 as it's corrupt: Shahid Khaqan

KARACHI  (INP): Awaam Paki-
stan Party Convener and former
PM Shahid Khaqan Abbasi lam-
basted National Accountability
Bureau (NAB), claiming that Pa-
kistan was such a state where the
accountability institution itself
needed accountability as it was
corrupt.

Talking to media outside
Karachi’s accountability court, he
shared his ordeal in the justice
system, his case was proceeding
for four years and he was appear-
ing on the 30th case hearing with
no development in the case.

He raised the question of ac-
countability, saying who would
give a response to him on who
made cases against him and why
made it, however, everyone was
accusing others for cases against
me.

He stated that cases were
being made on political grounds
by NAB and alleged that NAB
officers were making billions.

Khaqan reiterated that NAB

would be politicised against any-
one and this institution would halt
the running of state affairs.

Talking about the issues of
independent power producers
(IPPs), he stated that investment
and fuel in power plants was made
in dollars and government poli-
cies on IPPs were inconsistent.

He also shared the griev-
ances of the public faced by over-
inflated electricity bills due to
agreements with IPPs.

He demanded transparency
and accountability from the gov-
ernment on IPPs to expose agree-
ments, who were the owners of
power plants, and which rates
were decided. However, he as-
serted that commission formation
on the issues of IPPs wouldn’t be
sufficient as there was no trans-
parency instead it would exacer-
bate inflation.

He also gave the reference to
K-Electric which was privatised
and ran its affairs independently,
however K-Electric created prob-

lems itself.
Citing the situation of

Bangladesh, the ex-PM also
warned about the public outrage
and advised to learn a lesson from
it, saying, the constitution was
violated and public opinion was
disregarded in Bangladesh, and
the political situation in Pakistan
was moving towards that direc-
tion.

Shahid Khaqan also sug-
gested PTI to follow the constitu-
tion, it would be better for them
and the country.

He also highlighted the judi-
cial system, stating, people would
take over streets if they wouldn’t
get justice from courts.

Earlier, ex-PM Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi, PSO former MD Sheikh
Imranul Haq and others appeared
before the court pertaining to ille-
gal recruitment of PSO MD refer-
ence against Shahid Khaqan.

However, the court has ad-
journed the case hearing without
any proceeding until August 9.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
has decided to file a review plea
against the Supreme Court’s (SC)
verdict on Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) reserved seats,
sources said on Wednesday.

According to the sources,
the ECP has instructed its legal
team to prepare an appeal against
the verdict and will file the appeal
within the next two days.

The commission is an inde-
pendent constitutional body and
will defend its authority in the apex
court, sources said. The ECP will
also challenge the top court’s de-
cision to give independent candi-
dates 15 days to submit their pa-
pers, sources said. According to
the constitution, independent
candidates have only three days
to submit their papers, sources
added. The ECP has also raised
objections to the Supreme Court’s
decision to allow candidates who
were not awarded party tickets to
contest elections, sources said.
Simply writing “Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf” on the nomination papers
does not make someone a party
candidate, ECP sources added.

The ECP has already ap-
proached the top court to clarify
ambiguities in the verdict, sources
said. However, the Supreme Court
has not responded to the ECP’s

queries yet, sources added.
A 13-member bench of the top

court, headed by Chief Justice
Qazi Faez Isa, ruled that the PTI is
eligible for the allocation of re-
served seats, dealing a major set-
back to Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s ruling coalition.

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
announced the 8-5 majority ver-
dict, setting aside the Peshawar
High Court’s (PHC) order wherein
it had upheld the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan’s (ECP) deci-
sion denying the reserved seats
to the SIC.

Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa, Justice Jamal
Mandokhail, Justice Naeem Af-
ghan, Justice Yahya Afridi, and
Justice Ameenuddin Khan op-
posed the majority decision.

The reserved seats issue
came to limelight after over 80 Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
backed independent candidates
emerged victorious in the Febru-
ary 8 elections.

The SIC then approached the
ECP on February 21 seeking allo-
cation of reserved seats.

However, the PTI suffered a
setback after the electoral body,
citing the party’s failure to submit
its list of candidates, denied allo-
cating the reserved seats to the
SIC via its 4-1 majority verdict on

March 4.
The election commission dis-

tributed the reserved seats for
women and minorities among
other political parties.

The PTI-backed SIC had ap-
proached the court after the ECP
refused to allocate the reserved
seats due to the party’s failure to
submit its list of candidates be-
fore the deadline. The Peshawar
High Court (PHC) upheld the
ECP’s decision, leading the SIC
to appeal to the Supreme Court.

In the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly – according to a notifi-
cation, the ECP allocated one re-
served seat each to Jamiat Ulema-
i-Islam Pakistan, Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) and Pa-
kistan People’s Party (PPP).

In Sindh Assembly – allo-
cated reserved seat for women to
Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pa-
kistan (MQM-P) and PPP. PPP’s
Samita Afzal and MQM-P’s Fouzia
Hameed elected on reserved seats.

Subsequently, the PHC rul-
ing allowed the ruling coalition,
comprising the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP), and other al-
lies, to gain a two-thirds majority
in the National Assembly. This
decision increased the PML-N’s
seats to 123 and the PPP’s to 73,
while the SIC held 82 seats.

LAHORE (INP): The Lahore High
Court (LHC) has instructed Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) to sub-
mit a new application to the
Deputy Commissioner (DC) for
permission to hold a rally at
Minar-e-Pakistan on Indepen-
dence Day, and directed the DC
to make a decision on it.

Justice Ali Baqir Najafi heard
the petition seeking permission
for the rally on August 14 at
Minar-e-Pakistan by PTI. The
government lawyer submitted a
report in the LHC in this regard.

The government lawyer ar-
gued that August 14 was a na-
tional holiday and Minar-e-Paki-
stan sees heavy crowds.

The relevant police stations
have also denied permission for
rallies by the Pakistan Peoples
Party and the Istehkam-e-Pakistan

Party on that day. He suggested
that if PTI chooses another loca-
tion, permission could be granted
and advised them to resubmit
their application to the DC, who
would make a decision by
evening. Justice Najafi inquired if
the application would be rejected
by evening, to which the govern-
ment lawyer responded that a fi-
nal decision would be made.

The court asked if there
would be no celebrations
throughout Punjab on August 14.
The government lawyer replied
that only official celebrations
would take place, and mentioned
that a PTI leader was recently
murdered in Lahore.

Justice Najafi commented
that the murder appeared to be due
to personal enmity. PTI's lawyer
argued that their rally in Swabi

attracted millions from across Pa-
kistan without any issues of law
and order.

Justice Najafi remarked that
this might be because PTI was in
power there.

The petitioner’s lawyer coun-
tered that their supporters passed
through Sindh and Punjab with-
out any problems with the gov-
ernment authorities.

The court expressed con-
cerns that PTI might stage a sit-in
and suggested that they consider
changing the location. It further
advised the government lawyer
not to delay permissions until
2025. Subsequently, the Lahore
High Court directed PTI to reap-
ply for the rally permit and in-
structed the Deputy Commis-
sioner to make a decision on the
new application.

LAHORE (INP): A policeman
was martyred in an encounter
with dacoits in village Sultan in
the suburbs of Lahore, in the ju-
risdiction of Sundar police sta-
tion on Wednesday.

Sources in the police told
that the deceased had been iden-
tified as Muhammad Nazir, who
was an ASI in the Force and was
posted at Chuhng police station.

Nazir, they said, carried out
a raid for the arrest of a dacoit,
who was also a proclaimed of-
fender, which led to an encoun-
ter with the outlaw and his ac-
complices.

The ASI was wounded in
an encounter, they said, adding
he was shifted to Sharif Medi-
cal Complex where he suc-

cumbed to his injuries.
On the other hand, Punjab

IGP Dr. Usman Anwar, while
paying homage to Nazir, has
sought a report from the CCPO
Lahore.

He has also ordered the
DIG Operations Lahore to en-
sure the immediate arrest of
dacoits.

“The ASI laid down his life
while performing his duty,” the
IGP said, adding, “The police
department will never forget his
sacrifice.”

The IGP also vowed to en-
sure the well-being of the
martyred official’s family.

The spokesman for the
Punjab Police has said that the
deceased belonged to the Orga-

nized Crime Unit, Chuhng.
Police in Batapur area of

Lahore arrested a constable for
allegedly being involved in the
smuggling of narcotics to In-
dia.

Police said that Ihsan Ali,
the cop, who was deputed at
Punjab Constabulary Abbas
Lines,

used to smuggle narcotics
to the neighbouring country via
drones and was caught red-
handed.

The Force further said that
a case had been registered
against Ihsan on the complaint
of Sub-Inspector Rizwan Ali
and the hunt had been launched
for the arrest of his partners in
crime.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has approved
the appointment of Pakistan's cur-
rent ambassador to the European
Union, Amna Baloch, as the new
Foreign Secretary.

According to sources, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has also
approved the nomination of some
new ambassadors for Pakistan.

As per the new nominations,
Pakistan Foreign Office Spokes-
person Mumtaz Zahra Baloch will
be Pakistan's new ambassador to
France, while Janbaz Khan will
serve as Pakistan's new ambassa-
dor to Brunei Darussalam.

Sources further said that
Muhammad Saleem will  be
Pakistan's new High Commis-
sioner to Canada, and Malik
Farooq will be the new High Com-
missioner to South Africa.

It is worth mentioning that
Malik Farooq is currently serving
as Pakistan's ambassador to Ku-
wait.

Amna Baloch is Pakistan’s
Ambassador to the European
Union, Belgium and Luxembourg.

Before joining as Pakistan’s

Ambassador to EU, Belgium &
Luxembourg, Amna Baloch was
serving as High Commissioner of
Pakistan in Malaysia.

She has served on various
important assignments at the
Headquarters and missions
abroad during her career includ-
ing Consul General of Pakistan at
Chengdu, China; Minister Coun-
sellor at Colombo, Sri Lanka; Joint
Secretary at the Prime Minister’s
Office and Additional Secretary in
the Foreign Minister’s office.

Ambassador Baloch belongs
to Sindh. She received a master’s
degree in history and joined the
Pakistan Foreign Service in 1991.
Ambassador Baloch is married
and has two daughters.

Ambassador Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch is currently serving as
Spokesperson and Additional
Foreign Secretary (Strategic Com-
munications Division & Public
Diplomacy), Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Pakistan. Prior to her
current position, she served as
Ambassador of Pakistan to the
Republic of Korea (2020-2021) and
as Minister/Deputy Head of Mis-

sion at the Embassy of Pakistan
in China (2015-2020).

She has also worked as
Counselor for Political Affairs at
the Embassy of Pakistan, Wash-
ington DC (2006-2011) and as Sec-
ond Secretary at the Permanent
Mission of Pakistan to the United
Nations, Geneva (1999-2002).

At the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Islamabad she served as
Additional Foreign Secretary
(Asia & Pacific),  Director
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Election Amendment Act aims to thwart
PTI, asserts Omar Ayub

LAHORE (INP): National Assem-
bly Opposition leader and Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader,
Omar Ayub has berated the newly
enacted Election Amendment Act,
labelling this government's cow-
ardly move to roadblock PTI way
to success.

Talking to the media outside
anti-terrorism court where he ap-
peared for hearing of a case, the
PTI general secretary regarded the
act as contradictory to the con-
stitution and law and announced
to challenge this act at every fo-
rum.

Omar Ayub also cleared the
air about negotiations of PTI, he
stated, “We are not creating dia-
logue with anyone.”

He demanded fresh election

and return of his party's stolen
mandate, as Pakistan needed a
new election. The PTI leader also
regarded the budget, anti-people
and claimed that this budget
would exacerbate inflation.

Giving his remarks on the
current situation of Bangladesh,
where PM Hasina Wajid fled to
India after student’s protests,
“Where will Shehbaz Sharif,
Maryam Nawaz escape? Hasina
Wajid fled to India but they (in-
cumbent government) will not be
rescued by helicopter.”

PTI stalwart and opposition
leader in the Upper House Shibli
Faraz said that the Election Act
Amendment Bill 2024 was an at-
tack on the Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa In-

formation Advisor Barrister Saif
said on Wednesday that the gov-
ernment was trying to drive a
wedge between institutions by
amending the Election Act.

The Senate on Tuesday
passed the Election Act Amend-
ment Bill by a majority vote de-
spite protest by the opposition
PTI.

As the session started with
Yousuf Raza Gilani in the chair,
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
Senator Talal Chaudhry presented
the Election Act Amendment Bill.

The amendment provides
that “a candidate who does not
submit the party certificate before
obtaining the election symbol will
be considered an independent
candidate.


