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Sarfaraz Bugti, Vows to Eradicate Terrorism
Following Mastung Attack

-Army’s internal matter’: Imran
distances PTI from ex-DG ISI
Faiz Hameed after arrest

NEWS DESK: PTIfounder Imran

Khan has distanced the party
from former intelligence chief Lt
Gen (retired) Faiz Hameed, with
whom he had close ties, a day
after the latter’s arrest and
termed the issue the “army’s
internal matter”, a PTI lawyer
said on Tuesday.

In an unprecedented step, the
army on Monday announ-ced
Gen Hameed’s arrest, the previ-
ous head of the premier Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI)
agency, on allegations of vio-
lating the Army Act. According
to a source, Gen Hameed was
taken into custody a few days
back from Rawalpindi when he
was summoned for a meeting
bya senior military official.

The move, prompted by allega-
tions of misconduct levelled by

QUETTA: Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,
presided over a high-level meet-
ing to assess the law and order
situation in the province, par-
ticularly in the wake of the re-
cent terrorist attack in the Khad
Kocha area of Mastung. The
meeting was attended by Pro-
vincial Home Minister Mir Zia
Langove, Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Additional Chief
Secretary Interior, senior offi-
cials, IG Police Balochistan,
and the Director General of the
Levies Force.

During the meeting, the Home

Department provided a compre-

hensive briefing on the overal

security situation and the spe-
cifics of the Mastung incident.

The Chief Minister instructed

the Additional Chief Secretary

Interior to submit a detailed re-

Syed Ali Shah:

port on the Maslung attack and
he

the owner of a private housing
society, shattered the long-
standing perception that spy

dent, underlining the need to
chiefs were untouchable in the

reviewing nnd strictly enforc-
ing Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs) during the trans-

portation of officers.

Chief Minister Bugti, while ad-
dressing the officials, vowed to
bring the terrorists to their

stating that the

blood of the martyrs would not
goin vain. He stressed that the
fight against terrorism is not
just the responsibility of the

military and bureaucrats but a

collective effort of every mem-

“logical end,”

ber of society.

He called on the Levies Force to
play an active role, as they have
done in the past, to track down
the elements involved in terror-
ism. The Chief Minister urged
an immediate and strong re-
sponse to any terrorist inci-
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both the police and
Levies Force with necessary
uipment, weapons, and ve-

country where generals have
long wielded unparalleled influ-
hicles to combat sabotage ef-| ence. The army cited a
fectively. Nove-m-ber 2023 directive from
Furthermore, CM Bugti high- the Supreme Court of
lighted the importance of Pak -i-s-tan, whxch instructed
closely monitoring anti-state —war Moeez Khan, own-er
activities on social media, de- of Islamabad s Top City hous-
claring that such platforms must |~ ing society, to seek redressal of
not be allowed to become tools grievances against Gen Hameed
for terrorism. He reiterated that | thro-ugh relevant channels, in-
the war against terrorists isnot |~ cluding the Ministry of De-
confined to any single organi- | fence, as the basis for initiating
zation but is the collective re- | action against the former
sponsibility of the entire nation. |~ spymaster. PTIlawyer Intezar
In conclusion, Chief Minister Mir |~ Panjutha held a meeting with
Sarfaraz Bugti reaffirmed his | the incarcerated party founder
commitment to fighting terror- today in Adiala Jail and briefed
ism at every level, promising | the media regarding the talks,
that both the terrorists and their | as well as the former premier’s
facilitators would be brought to | thoughts on Gen Hameed’s ar-
Justice. rest. “Khan sahib said just this

that ‘it is the army’s internal
matter’ and that whatever ac-
tion the army has taken has
nothing to do with the PTI or
Khan sahib.”

Gen Hameed’s background is
equally significant in the politi-
cal landscape of Pakistan. He
served as the director general
of the ISI from 2019 t0 2021 and
was frequently criticised by the
PTI's opposition for his alleged
support of and ties with Imran.

His removal from the ISI chief po-

sition in 2021 is believed to

have resulted in the rift between

Imran and the military estab-

lishment, which culminated in

the ex-prime minister’s ousting
in 2022 through a vote of no-
confidence. Questioned about

the former spymaster’s arrest
related to the housing society
and whether the PTI would be
linked toit, Panjutha said Imran
was “clear on this matter and
has said: ‘We never had a po-
litical relationship with Gen Faiz
or anyone. My relationship with
him was till October 2021 when
he was changed [as ISI chief]™,
At this, Panjutha said Imran al-
leged that former army chief Gen
(r) Qamar Javed Bajwa
“changed him (Gen Hameed as
ISI chief) for the sake of his ex-
tension in a deal with Nawaz
Sharif”. The lawyer reiterated
that Imran said: “I only had a
professional relationship with
Gen Faiz till he was working
under me as the DG ISIand I
had no other association apart
from that.” The PTI lawyer fur-
ther said: “Khan sahib said just
one thing that ‘if these devel-
opments are connected with
May 9 then it is a very good
opportunity.

Punjab CM Maryam
visits Arshad Nadeem,
hands him Rs100m re-
ward for Olympic win

gold medal.
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NEWS DESK: Punjab

Nadeem in his home-
town of Mian Channu
and awarded him a  his
cheque worth Rs100
million for his Olympic

Arshad made history in
Paris last week, not
onlywinning Pakistan’s
first Olympic gold in 40
years but also setting a
record in the Games
with his monstrous
92.97-metre throw.

Arshad’s Olympic win
was Pakistan’s first in-
dividual gold medal,
first track and field
medal as well as the
second time a South
Asian has had a po-
dium finish in track and

The nation has since then
been joyous — with the
athlete arriving to a
hero’s welcome back at
his hometown Mian
Channu and govern-
ment leaders announc-
ing the Hilal-i-Imtiaz
award and cash prizes
worth  more
Rs155m for him.

CM Maryam arrived in
Mian Channu via a he-
licopter today to visit

Arshad at his home,

ChicfMinister Maryam ~ where she was greeted
Nawazon Tuesday vis- by the javelin star and
ited javelin star Arshad _his family.

The chief minister con-
gratulated Arshad and

mother Razia
Parveen, with whom
she also had a chat.

According to a press re-
lease, Maryam handed
Arshad a cheque worth
Rs100m, which she had
announced previously,
along with a Honda
Civic car with a special
registration number
PAK-92.97 to com-
memorate the athlete’s
winning throw.

The chief minister also
handed  Arshad’s
coach Salman Iqbal
Butt a cheque worth
RsSm, commending
him for the training he
provided to the javelin
superstar. “Arshad
Nadeem has brought
unprecedented happi-
ness to the nation,”
Maryam was quoted as
saying in the press re-
lease.

Senior Punjab minister

arriyum Aurangzeb,
provincial sports min-
ister Faisal Ayub
Khokhar, special aide
to CM Zeeshan Malik,
MPA Sania Ashiq.

than
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Editor: Asim Khan
Balochistan Needs Action, Not
Another Failed Polio Campaign

Editorial:

The news of a children in Chaman and Dera Bugti contracting polio, in
Balochistan after three years, is a damning indictment of the provincial health
departmentand donor agencies entrusted with this critical public health mis-
sion. While a targeted vaccination campaign is a welcome response, it’s a
mere bandage on a gaping wound.

Imported Solutions Don’t Work

For far too long, a top-down approach relying on imported solutions has
dominated our fight against polio. We, the people ofBalochmnn have the

and cultural sary to
combat this disease. Yet, our voices and workable >oluuons are consistently
sidelined.

The presence of poliovirus in environmental samples since last August
is a glaring failure of our health department. This isn’t just a recent oversight;
it exposes a systemic weakness in surveillance and outreach programs.

Where are the culturally sensitive campaigns that educate our communi-
ties in the local languages? Where are the efforts to address vaccine hesi-
tancy through dialogue and trust-building with local leaders? We need an
overhaul of the health department’s approach, one that leverages the strengths
of our communities and fosters ownership over public health initiatives.

Donor agencies must also shoulder some of the blame

Have they critically evaluated the effectiveness of their funding, or have
they simply perpetuated a cycle of dependence on external solutions? We
urge them to invest in building the capacity of our local healthcare system
and empower Balochistanis to take charge of their health outcomes.

‘The upcoming vaccination campaign is crucial, but it cannot be a one-off
effort, We need a sustained, multi-pronged approach that integrates local

and prioritizes
cngdgcmcnl Only then can we truly eradicate polio from Balochistan and
safeguard the health of future generations.

Challenges and Reforms in Balochistan’s
Higher Education

Ghulam Ali Baloch:

£n the landscape of

Balochistan’s higher
education, several chal-
lenges have emerged,
casting shadows over
the educational pros-
pects of its youth. These
challenges, if not ad-
dressed promptly, could
impede the region’s
progress and develop-
ment. Here’s an explora-
tion of some pressing
issues and potential av-
enues for reform:

1. Imbalance in
Staffing Ratios: Inves-
tigations into the staff-
ing trends following the
18th amendment reveal
a concerning ratio of
non-teaching staff to
faculty members. The
purported ratio of § non-
teaching staff for every
teaching faculty member
is highly undesirable
and warrants immediate
allenlmn

sequential construction
of buildings have led to
a disbalance in budget
allocations within the
higher education sector.
Funds earmarked for
teaching and infrastruc-
ture development are not
proportionately allo-
cated, leading t0 ineffi-
ciencies.

3. Lack of Corpo-
rate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) Funds: Con-
trary to global best prac-
tices, there is a notable
absence of Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR) fund management
for sponsoring higher
education initiatives in
Balochistan. Major in-
vestors and entities have
made negligible contri-
butions towards the ad-
vancement of higher
education, posing a sig-
nificant hurdle to edu
tional progress.

4. Inadequate Re-
source N

Budgemuocmun The
proliferation of new de-
partments and the con-

Skills: Despite pos-

sity management in
Balochistan lacks the
necessary skills to gen-
erate and manage re-
sources effectively. In-
stances such as the Uni-
versity of Multan’s suc-

ssful utilization of ag-
ricultural lands under-
score the untapped po-

large buildings for Re-
search Centers (BRCs)
and Cadet Colleges at
exorbitant costs further
strains the funds allo-
cated for higher educa-
tion. These expenditures
compete with essential
university funding, hin-
dering the sector’s over-

dancy and inefficiency.
Transforming these col-
leges into centers for skill
development or upgrad
ing them to universities
could better serve the
educational needs of
Balochistan’s youth.

In  conclusion,
Balochistan’s higher

tential for revenue gen- all progress. education sector faces
eration within 7. Need for Institu- - multifaceted challenges
Balochistan’s universi- tional R that demand i

ties. Several institutions un- attention and reform. By

5. Absence of Inter-
nal Consultation: Alack
of internal
exacerbates the misman-
agement of resources,
resulting in irrational ap-
pointments and the illogi-
cal establishment of new
campuses and depart-
ments. Internal dialogue
and collaboration are es-
sential for optimizing re-
source allocation and
decision-making pro-
cesses.

6. Irrational Con-
struction Projects: The
Higher Educanon

der the Higher Educa-
tion umbrella rcqulrc re-
alignment toi the
quality of both school
and college education.
Outdated practices,
such as the establish-
ment of Intermediate
Colleges, need to be re-
evaluated in favor of
modern educational
structures that align with
contemporary needs.
Modernization of
Curriculum and Institu-
tions: Many colleges
struggle to adapt to the
new curriculum intro-

addressing staffing im-
balances, reallocating
budgets ively, fos-
tering corporate panner—
ships, enhancing re-
source management
skills, promoting internal
collaboration, rationaliz-
ing construction
projects, realigning i
tutions, and modemizing
curriculum and institu-
tions, Balochistan can
pave the way for a
brighter educational fu-
ture for its youth

The author is a se-
nior bureaucrat in the

sessing usi-
ness potential, univer-

government of

duced under the BS pro-
i Balochistan

towards &,onslru&,lmg gram, leading to redun-

This is a wake-up call. Let Balochistan not be known for this res
of a preventable ase. Let’s work together, with our own solutions at the
forefront, to banish polio for good.

Economic revival

By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

When we are knee-
deep in debt, should
these ~ not be

help broaden the tax
base. Opposite my
house is a supermar-
ket fi 50

£N 1992, Bill Clinton
ran his campaign for

Targeting

By Muhammad Amir Rana:

Ttk Shangla terrorist
attack on the Chinese
engincers’ vehicle is
having consequences.
Chinese companics have

? Similarly,
many high-ranking of-
ficials use protocol
cavalcades to move
about; can cuts not be
made here? The larger
point is that austerity
flows top down. As
such, the surrender of
a second car by the
chief justice is a wel-
come precedent worth
emulating.

We have yet to
see any concrete proof’
of belt-tightening.

US presid on
three slogans, one of
which was ‘It’s the
economy, stupid’. In
the backdrop of the
economic downturn of
the early 1990s,
Clinton’s focus on eco-
nomic revival reso-
nated well with his vot-
ers, and within three
years, economic
growth picked up.
Ever since, the phrase
“It’s the economy, stu-
pid” has been used ex-

many customers that
1 have rarely seen the
cashier desk without a
queue before it. Yet,
when it comes to pay-
ing taxes, this shop,
like many retailers, is
reluctant to enter the
tax net.

Our people need
to realise that the
roads we travel on, the
public services we
avail of, and the higher
quality of life we de-

d work on at
least three critical hydro-
power projects: the Dasu
dam, the Diamer-}
dam, and the Tarbela Slh
Extension.

The attack has
caused significant alarm.
Apart from disrupting
these vital infrastructure
projects, it has shaken
the confidence of Chi-
nese nationals working
in Pakistan. Reports in-
dicate some are consid-
ering leaving the coun-
try due to safety con-

tensively to emphasise  sire can only be avail- Meanwhile, the Ccmh:l:hc Pakistani gov-
the pivotal role ofeco-  able if we pay taxes. 18th ~ Amend ernment has rosate

which devolved sev-
eral subjects to the
provinces, was a step
in the right direction,
but its implementation
has left much to be de-
sired.

First, the federal
ministries dealing with
the subjects already
devolved to the prov-
inces have not been
dissolved. Second, re-
sources were not de-
volved by the provinces
to local governments.
Since living conditions
in tehsils and villages
have not improved, the
common man is dissat-
isfied with the way the
economy works in our
country. In a related is-
sue, the NFC award
adopted in 2010 in-
creased the share of
provinces from the net
proceeds of divisible
pool taxes to 57 per
cent (2011-12 on-
wards) up from 45pc
(2009-10). As debt ob-
ligations have contin-

An argument often
made in response to
the topic of increasing
the tax net is that the
revenue collected
from the common
man’s taxes is used by
high officials of lhe
government to finance
their over-extended
lifestyles. It is, there-
fore, important that
while broadening the
tax base, the govern-
ment make an equally
robust and visible ef-
fort to cut wasteful
public expense.

owever, we
have yet to see any
concrete step being
taken to give credence
to the government’s
claims of belt-tighten-
ing.

For instance,
when the government
announced cost cuts
oninternational travel,
one saw a long list of
the categories of pub-
lic office holders who
would be entitled to

nomic management in
a nation’s prosperity.

In Pakistan today,
the imperative of eco-
nomic revival can
hardly be
overemphasised. For
decades, we have
been llvmg beyond our
means, collecting a
mountain of debt along
the way. Interest pay-
ments consume the
bulk of our revenues,
and perpetual loans are
sought to run the gov-
ernment. Effectively,
that means much of
what the government
does is with borrowed
money.

This is unsustain-
able; either we in-
crease our revenues,
or reduce our ex-
penses — preferably
both. Pursuant to the
agreement with the
IMF, the government
plans to tax the retail
sector as part of its
efforts to document
the informal economy.

pledged o bring the per-
petrators to justice.

However, the recent in-
cident has eroded trust.
Chinese social media re-
flects growing anxiety,
with calls for stricter se-
curity measures to pro-
tect Chinese lives.

Whenever a major
terrorist incident occurs
in the country, the me-
dia, security experts, and
even state institutions
start to make sweeping
generalisations about
the event, the culprits,
their motives, and the
terrorist groups that
could have been in-
volved in such inci-
dents.

The first and most
well-known excuse cited
is foreign involvement in
the attacks, especially
those targeting Chinese
nationals or CPEC-re-
lated projects. Three
names of terrorist
groups spring to mind:
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), Balochistan
Liberation Army, and the
Islamic State-Khorasan.
They guess a specific

pends on the region;
these three groups have
specific operational
bases.

The same is the
case for the recent
Shangla attack. The
names of all three groups
popped up immediately
after the attack. The TTP
has been projected as
the prime suspect, as
one of its commanders
was declared the master-
mind behind a similar at-
tack on the Chinese in
Kohistan in 2021. The
names ofa few com-
‘manders who may have
orchestrated the attack
are circulatingin the me-
dia. Quickly jumping to
conclusions distracts in-
vestigation and impacts
the state’s ability to
tackle the security situa-
tion comprehensively.

The state’s hisiory
of compromise with mili-
tant  groups  has
emboldened them.

Pakistan’s militant
landscape may not be
too Lumplcx bul is dx»

Chinese nationals

The  Deobandi
school is dominant in the
region and blends with
conservative social tradi-
tions, particularly the
honour code. The result-
ant insularity has led to
frequent interactions be-
tween the locals and
Deobandi madressahs,
as well as sectarian and
militant outfits in the
country. The locals sup-
port these religious
organisations, giving
them financial and human
resources, and weapons.
Before receiving large
compensation sums for
the Dasu and Basha
dams, the region thrived
on timber smuggling.

Extremist tenden-
cies in the region are
stronger than those in
the neighbouring areas.
Anti-Shia sentiment,
blood feuds in the com-
munity, and a sense of
ethnic superiority are in-
grained.

The region has al-
ways been difficult to
govern. Security institu-

involved in the 2013 ter-
rorist attack on the
Nanga Parbat base camp
targeting foreign climb-
ers — and an end to
‘women’s sporting activi-
ties in GB for the

inister’s release. They
claimed they blocked the
road because the state
failed to honour a 2019
agreement, and issued a
10-day ultimatum for the
government tomeet their
demands.

Although a promi-
nent violent actor, it is
not the only one in the
region. The MGB and
other local militant
groups reportedly main-
tain close links with the
TTP and sectarian out-
fits based in Punjab.
These external groups
appear to support local
militants, as evidenced
by the TTP’s involve-
ment in the 2022 Babusar
Pass blockade. The
state’s history of com-
promise with militant
eroups has cmboldcncd
lhcm For ins e, i

projects?

While anti-develop-
ment sentiments are not
that high in the area,
many believe that dams
and wider roads will trig-
ger urbanisation,
women’s emancipation,
and modernisation,
which they perceive as
threats to their religion
and culture. The domi-
nant trend suggests that
most people are happy
with the compensation
money and employment
prospects.

However,  this
doesn’t diminish the
level of religious extrem-
ism present. Some resi-
dents may sympathise
with the Uighur commu-
nity in Xinjiang, and oth-
ers may dislike the pres-
ence of foreigners on
their land. These factors
could be nurturing nega-
tive perceptions about
Chinese nationals in the
region.

One possible ex-
ample of the local dy-
namics is seen in the

verse.
sociopolitical factors,
and group dynamics all
work within local con-
texts.  In  any
counterterrorism inquiry,
local contextand dynam-
ics are more important
than broader ideological
and political motiva-
tions. Shangla, upper
and lower Kohistan, and
Battagram districts of
the Hazara region in KP
and the adjoining Diamer
districtin Gilgit-Baltistan
share religious, social,
tribal, ethnic, and cul-
tural codes. The region
has been frequently in
the news due to ‘honour’
Killings, burning of girls”
schools, and the killing
of Shia travellers. Re-
cently, it has gained no-
toriety for attacks on
Chinese workers in-
volved in development

tions, and
the area’s political lead-
ership have tried to run
the administration

while compromising on
laws and rules. Even in
cases of major disputes,
the administration tries
to resolve them through
local jirgas and by in-
volving religious schol-
ars. This can result in le-
niency towards crimi-
nals, with many extrem-
ist elements taking the
law into their own hands.
The Mujahideen

accusation
against a Chinese official
at the Dasu damsite last
year. The incident high
lighted that tensions
could erupt.

While local groups
may lack the capability
to carry out large-scale
attacks independently,
past events like the kill-
ing of Shia passengers
and the attack on tour-
ists at Nanga Parbat
demonstrate their capac-
ity for violence. Their
ability is amplified by

incident,
|he administration
agreed to ban girls’
sports in the region.
Similarly, a 2019 agree-
‘ment had reportedly al-
lowed for impleménta-
tion of some Islamic laws
the militants had de-
manded. The state’s re-
liance on religious
scholars for mediation in
crises can be problem-
atic. Local accounts
suggest that some schol-
ars may be sympathetic
to the militants’ de-

Gilgit-Baltistan and mands, leading to partial - support from like-minded
Kohistan (MGB) are a concessions that create groups within Pakistan
prime example. The a perception of a ‘win- and Afghanistan.

win’ scenario for mili-
tants and religious fig-
ures. But the question it
why are an increas:
number of Chinese na-
tionals being targeted in
these areas, which are
seemingly benefiting

group claimed responsi-
bility for several inci-
dents in Kohistan and
Diamer districts.

In October 2022, it
held a GB minister hos-
tage. They demanded the
release of terrorists

The government’s
strategy of outsourcing
the maintenance of order
to local and external reli-
gious figures needs to be
revised to address these
sentiments. Amore com-
prehensive approach is

This would certainly travel business class. ued to rise. group’s involvement de- projects in the area. some of them had been from the development needed to calm tensions.
Sustainabilit f digital trad
Hassan Nawaz Sheikh:
of the five core areas on  thority has also been set ments at best, whereby,  tunities for our tech en-  ever, given how quickly ments: While digital chapter.  Pak-istan

£/\KISTAN'S ailing

economy is undergoing
aprocess ofrevival, The
economic wizards have
placed a lot of bets on IT
in the hope that the enor-
mous potential of this
sector can help alleviate
our economic woes.
There have been claims
by former federal IT min-
isters that Pakistan’s IT
exports would reach be-
tween $10 billion to
$20bn from the existing

which Pakistan’s eco-
nomic revival is predi-
cated. Under the aus-
pices of SIFC, invest-
ment opportunities are
available for setting up
special _technology
zones (STZs) at seven
prime locations includ-
ing Lahore, Peshawar,
Swat,  Abbottabad,
Haripur, Islamabad and
Karachi. The Ministry of

up under the Special
Technology Zones Au-
thority Act, 2021 that pro-
vides incentives for STZ
enterprises and zone de-
velopers for 10 years.
These incentives include
tax exemptions under the
Income Tax Ordinance,
2001, and Sales Tax Act,
1990, Capital goods im
ports are exempt from
taxes. There are no prop»
erty tax

& Tel

a conducive environ-
ment for setting up busi-
nesses is being pro-
vided. Once IT firms
shift their offices to the
proposed STZs or start-
ups occupy rental
spaces in the buildings
of STZs, the next step
would be to sustain their
existence. How then do
they generate busi-
nesses to ensure sur-
vival? Without business

profit repatriation free-
dom is granted. There’s
no doubt that the devel-
opment of STZs/ STPs is
important to catalyse the
emergence of digital and
IT-related trade as more
and more businesses and
start-ups  would be
tempted to move their of-
vithin these zones
vail tax benefits.
However, these are just
infrastructural develop-

‘mark of $2.6bn within the
next few years. The
premise on which these
claims are being made is
that the IT sector has
been recording consis-
tent upward growth
since the last few years.

The IT industry
gained further focus
when it was picked up by
the newly christened
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council as one

also has a project for the
establishment of 25 soft-
ware technology parks
(STPs) throughout Paki-
stan by converting pub-
lic-/ privately owned di-
lapidated or non-opera-
tional office buildings/
factories/ warehouses to
provide IT-enabled of-
fice spaces to IT and
ITeS companies at af-
fordable rates. A Special
Technology Zones Au-

w can
we achieve the goal of
enhanced IT services
exports? Without busi-
ness opportunities how
can we achieve the goal
of enhanced IT services
exports? Thus, clenrly
;umclhmg is mi

Having large bu)]dmg;
does not guarantee busi-
ness activities within
those quarters and a
longer-term plan is re-
quired to create oppor-

treprencurs. Accord-
ingly, we would need the
following: Digital trade
policy: The term *digital
trade’ has no clear defi-
nition, yet it is believed
to refer to “commerce
enabled by clectronic
means in both goods
and services™. The Digi-
tal Trade Principles, as
agreed upon by the G7,
cover five arcas: (1) open
digital markets: (2) data
firee flow with trust; (3)
safeguards for workers,

should, thus, aim to have
a DTA with the EU that
is the world’s largest ex-
porter and importer of
digitally deliverable ser-
vices. Singapore can be
taken as another example
that has already con-
cluded negotiations on
digital economy agree-
ments with Chile, New
Zealand, Australia, the
UK and South Korea. So,
the trend of digital
economy and trade
agreements is definitely

this sector is expanding,
the domestic regulatory
environment will become
increasingly restrictive,
making it more difficult
for consumers and busi-
nesses to seize some
new and emerging op-
portunities. How are
these problems to be
tackled? How would a
start-up’s performance
not be hampered by
such problems? How will
our domestic businesses.
deal with cross-border

trade policy would bring
a holistic and competi-
tive edge to our IT en-
trepreneurs so that
they’re able to compete
at the international
stage, digital trade
agreements would bring
them bilateral and pref-
erential market access.
DTAs are just a niche
version of the traditional
free trade agreements.
Whilst Pakistan is strug-
gling to gain benefit
even from the conven-

and busi-

; (4) digital trad-

and inclusive global
governance. While there
is no clear measurement
of this sector, the
Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Development estimates
it to constitute approxi-
‘mately 25 per cent of the
entire world trade. How-

tional FTA model, the
developed world is mov-
ing swiftly towards the
advanced form of an
FTA in the shape of
DTAs. For instance,

gital trade is a key ele-
ment in the European
Union’s trade policy and
every modern trade
agreement that EU has
concluded contains a
dedicated digital trade

picking up. If our IT en-
trepreneurs can have di-
rect and preferential ac-
cess to develope
cconomies — through
the medium of DTAs —
then we can keep our
hopes high that sustain-
able and continued busi-
ness will come our way
and that would then jus-
tify the mushroom
growth of STZs.

regulator
as violations thereof
might restrict their abil-
ity to continue business
with their customers? For
all these key problems
and other related issues,
our country needs to
have a robust and dy-
namic digital trade policy
for sustainable growth in
this sector. Digital
economy/ trade agree-

=3
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Pakistani exhibitors tap into potential at
inaugural Lhasa Imports Expo

BEIING (INP): Lh

the capital of the Xizang
Autonomous Region,
China, was abuzz with
excitement as it hosted
the first-ever Lhasa
Shoton Imports Expo 8n
the recent week.

t featured
246 enterprises from 31
countries and regions,
marking it the largest
expo of imported goods
in the region in over a
decade.

Among the diverse
range of participants
showcasing over 1,000
types of goods, Paki-
stani_exhibitors stood
out with four handicraft
enterprises presenting

ISLAMABAI

their exquisite creations
to a captivated crowd, )
Gwadar Pro reported on This time, I have
Monday. brought millions of yuan
Pakistani stalls worth of goods and I am
decorated with intricate very confident about our
jade pieces, ornate sales prospects. The
copperware and other Xizang market has a
handcrafted items at- unique appreciation for
tracted significant atten-  quality craftsmanship,
tion from local residents  and our Pakistani handi-
and international visi- crafts resonate well with
tors. |he1rae§|het|c<en bili-
Faisal Rasheed, a * Kamil Muhammad,
seasoned participant in  a nm time visitor to
Xizang’s exhi ex- Xizang and
pressed his enthusiasm tive of another Pakistani
for the event. “I love handicraft enterprise,
Xizang, and this is my shared similar senti-
third visit,” he said. “In  ments. “I'm grateful to
May, I participated inan  the organizer for inviting
exhibition here and usto this exhibition,” he

achieved sales 0f 300,000
an

said.

“It’s a wonderful
opportunity to introduce
Pakistani handicrafts to
the people of Xizang. I
hope this platform will
not only enhance the
visibility of our crafts-
manship but also foster
a deeper appreciation for
our m,h cultural heri-
tage.”

With over 600 inter-
national merchants in at-
tendance, the event fos-
tered a vibrant atmo-
sphere of networking
and collaboration, pro-
viding a unique platform
for exhibitors to show-
case their products and
explore new markets.

ederal Minister for Interior Mohsin quvn na meeting with Jamiat Ulema-c-
Pakistan (JUP) %mmrv General Owais Noorani.

Police back on Bangladesh capital's

DHAKA (INP):
Bangladeshi police re-
sumed patrols of the
capital Dhaka, ending
a weeklong strike that
left a law and order
vacuum following the
abrupt

ouster of auto-
cratic  ex-premier
Sheikh Hasina.

Officers vanished
from the streets of the
sprawling megacity of
20 million people last
week after Hasina's
resignation and flight
abroad ended her 15-
year rule. Police el
loathed for spear-
heading a lethal
crackdown on the
weeks of protests that
forced her departure,
with 42 officers
among the more than

streets as strike ends

450 people killed. had been largely
Police had vowed peaceful until police
not to resume work attempted to violently
until their safety on disperse them.
duty was guaraniced, Around 450 of the
but they agreed to re- country's 600 police
turn after late-night stations were targeted
talks with the new in- inarsonand vandalism
terim government, attacks over the past
helmed by Nobel lau- month, according to
reate  Muhammad the national police
Yunus. union.

"The police asso- Some began re-
ciation ended its strike  opening late last week
last night," the force's under guard by the
national spokesman army, an institution
Enamul Haque Sagor held in higher esteem
told. for largely refusing to

"Police officers participate in the
have returned to work  crackdown.
today," he added. "You In the police's ab-
can see them manag- sence, the students
ing traffic in Dhaka's who led the protests
streets." Student-led that toppled Hasina
protests against volunteered to restore
Hasina's government law and order after

looting and reprisal at-
tacks in the hours af-
ter her departure. They
acted as traffic war-
dens, formed overnight
neighbourhood watch
patrols and guarded
Hindu temples and
other places of wor-
ship, quickly settling
the unrest.

Yunus's "council
of advisors", the de
facto cabinet now ad-
ministering the country,
said it had noted with
"grave concern” some
attacks on Hindus and
other

minorities. In its
first official statement
on Sunday night, the
cabinet said it would
work to "find ways to
resolve such heinous
attacks".

Helicopter crashes into hotel roof in

SYDNEY (INP): A heli-
copter crashed into the
top of a Hilton hotel in
northeastern Australia
on Monday. killing the
pilot and igniting a fiery
explosion on  the
building’s roof.

Hundreds of pa-
trons were evacuated
from the DoubleTree by
Hilton in the tropic:
tourist hub of Cairn:
ter the twin engine heli-
copter crashed around
1:50 am local time.

Mangled picces of
the helicopter's propel-
ler landed in the hotel's
pool, an emergency ser-
vices official said.

dog woke her up before
the crash, which she
watched from her bal-
cony nearby.

"There was a light
chopper and it was fly-
ing super low, with no
clearance lights on,"
she told reporters.

"There was this
huge explosion because
it had crashed into the
building. It was a big
bang."

Police said the pilot,
who was the sole pas-
senger in the helicopter,
died at the scene.

Two people who
were staying in a room
close to where the air-
craft crashed were
hospitalised for smoke
inhalation.

mages showed a
bright plume of fire blaz-
ing on the hotel's roof.

"They just flew into
that building,”

a female voice says
in a video shared on so-
cial media that caplurcd
the aﬁermalh "Mad
ness, man," she adds as

northeast Australia

sirens blare in the back- appealed for witnesses
ground. to come forward if they

"Shivers. People had "photos or video
were living in that. It footage of the aireraft at
smashed right in."

Queensland Ambu-
lance supervisor Caitlin
Denning said  the
aircraft's propellers had
“dislodged".

"One landed on the
Cairns Esplanade and
there was a second pro-
peller located in the ho-
tel pool on the bottom
floor and it was on fire,"
she told local media.

"There were reports
of it sounding like a
bomb, and seeing the fire
and smoke, a lot of the
occupants of the hotel
were unsure of the situa-
tion."

The roof fire was ex-
tinguished later in the
mornin;

Cairns is a popular
tourist hub that offers a
gateway to Australia's
famed Great Barrier Reef.

Australian Trans-
port Safety Bureau com-
missioner  Angus
Mitchell said flying con-
ditions were trickyat the
time of the crash, with
poor visibility and pos-
sibly rain.

"Our job now is to
look at the facts that we
can gather over the next
couple of days, and to
establish the sequence
of events," he told re-
porters.

"We want to under-
stand... what the helicop-
ter was doing at the time,
and the nature of the
flight."

A team of govern-
ment experts from the
Australian Transport
Safety Bureau have been
dispatched to the crash
site. The safety bureau

any phase of the flight"
or if the;

"heard the helicop-
ter prior to impact".

AL
ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari addressing a ceremony in connection with Minorities' Day

in Pakistan, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Two migrants lose lives in channel

crossing to Britain

LONDON (INP): Two another boat who were crossed the sea on so-
migrants died in the rescued, five werereceiv- called "small boats" to
Channel offthe northern  ingmedical care, he said.  Britain this year, accord-
coast of France trying to In2023, 12 migrants  ing to an AFP tally of
reach Britain by boat, had died at sea trying to British government fig-
French maritime authori- reach what they hoped ures.
ties said. would be a better life in That is very close to
The new drownings  Britain, accordingto the  the figure for the same
near the French city of French authorities. period in 2022, a year of
Calais mean nine people The death toll this record crossings.
have lost their life at- year has already sur- After the Labour
tempting the dangerous  passed that, with 25 mi- party's victory in the
sea crossing this month grants who have lost British general election
alone, and 25 since their lives since January, in July, Prime Minister
the start of the ycar Billant said. Keir Starmer and
A boat was He said those cross-  France's  President
nalled as being in dis- ing the sea often did so Emmanuel Macron
tress on Sunday mom- "withoutalifejacket”, on ~pledged to strengthen
ingat sea between Calais "vessels of very poor "cooperation” in han-
and Dunkirk and "two quality because not in- dling the surge in un-
people were declared flated enough and often documented migrant
dead", the maritime au-  without a solid bottom... numbers.
thorities said. or decent engine". Starmer has can-
The vessel in A non-governmen- celled a plan by the
trouble 10 kilometres (6 tal organisation called former Conservative
miles) north of Calais L'Auberge des Migrants government to send ir-
had 56 migrants on ("The migrant hostel") regular migrants to a
board, said Jacques on X mourned the holding camp in
Billant, prefect of the deaths. Rwanda. French au-
Pas-de-Calais depart- "This borderkills in  thorities seek to stop mi-
ment. the greatest of silences,” ~grants taking to the wa-
Among the 54 sur- it said. ter but do not intervene
viving passengers, and As of August 8, once they are afloat ex-
another 50 people from 17,639 people had cept for rescue pur-

poses, citing safety con-
cerns.

Meanwhile, both
governments are seek-
ing to crack down on the
people-smuggling
gangs who organise the
crossings and are paid
thousands of euros by
each migrant for the risky
trip.

Billant said more
than 350 people have
been arrested and 15
"smuggler networks"
dismantled since the
start of the year.

The new migrant
deaths come as the
United Kingdom h:
been rocked by anti
grant unrest, following a
knife attack on July 29
that killed three chx]drcn
and was falsely link
social media toa Muslim
immigrant. Thousands of
anti-racism demonstra-
tors rallied across the
United Kingdom on Sat-
urday against the riots
that targeted mosques
and hotels linked to im-
migration.

Fire breaks out at cooling tower of
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant

MOSCOW (INP): installed governor of experts  witnessed
and Moscow trady]d Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia ~strong dark smoke com-
blame on after a fire region, blamed "Ukrai- ing from ZNPP's north-
broke out at a cooling nianarmed forces" for the ern area following mul-
tower  of  the mmdem tiple explosions heard in
Zaporizhzhia nuclear the evening," the UN
power plant, under the Volodymyl Zelensky agency said in a post on
control of Russian said in a social media social media platform X.
forces. post that "Russian occu- Tt said the plant had
Ukraine, Russiaand ~ piers have started a fire"  reported to them an "al-
the International Atomic ~at the plant, accu;mg leged drone attack today
Energy Agency (IAEA)  them of lrymglu "black- on one of the cooling
said there had been no mail” Kyiv. "Currently, towers".
detected spike in radia- radiation levels are In a later statement,
tion levels orany impact within the norm," he the IAEA said it had re-
on nuclear safc&y dd litsky and the quested that its team get
i "immediate access to the
slalledoﬂ'clal Vladlmlr also reported the "radia-  cooling tower to assess
Rogov, said the blaze at tion  background" the damage".
acooling tower has been ~ around the faciity was Kyiv_ has accused
"completely _extin- normal. "No impact has Russia of purposefully
guished" in a Telegram been reported for nuclear — starting the fire. "Russia
post Monday. safety,” the AEA, which must be held account-
‘He and Yevgeny has éxperts stationed at ~able for this. Only Ukrai-
ky, the Moscow- the plant, said. "IAEA nian control over the
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Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant can guaran-
tee a return to normaley
and complete safety,”
Zelensky said.
Ukraine's interior
minister said Kyiv was
“intensively monitoring"
radiation levels from
nearby meteorological
stations. All six ofits re-
actors are currently in
cold shutdown, the
plant's press service said
after the incident. "There
is no threat of a steam
explosion or any mher
consequences,
Balitsky said. A video
published by Zelensk
showed black smoke bil-
lowing out of one of the
station's cooling towers
as red flames licked
around the bottom.
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Trrigation Minister, adiq Umrani Secretary Irri;

"Efficient water management is vital for  "Water is the Iifeblood of Balechistan, and “The BIWRNP is an enginesring
Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti aur agrieulliral and econamic growth.  the BIWRMP is our strategic response (0 its  maryel tailored 1o Balochistan's
The BIWRMP is transforming :a:“)‘- By N;Q"’“"B m:ydem lesa\-‘ﬂ? unique challanges. Fram
" i ial initiati traditional practices into modern techniques and communiy involvement, we  eanstructing water storage facilities
B‘:;g Egaimgdﬁrz:sn:meg ‘:I:;fohs\{e r‘;;s-n solufions, ensuring water availability are safeguarding our water resources, This 1 Introducing efficient irrigation
DAER % ¥ Ol ol o ing thraughaut the year. This praject projact is about mara than systems, we are making every drop
issue—water scarcity. This project represents empowers our farmears with the: taols infrastructure—its about empowaring count, This project exempiifies how
a commitment to the sustainable development they need to thrive, I's a game- peaple. Our aim (s to create sustainable tecnnology and local knowledge
of our province. By involving local changer for irgation and water systems that will benefit generations to can work hand in hand. |'s 2
communities, we ensure long-lasting benefits. conservation in Balochistan. Wa are coms Joaeler, e ce, scnure blueprnt for sustainable waler

proud to lead this effort,"sacio- Balochistan's futurg "impraving the standard  management. We are setting new
aconumic developmant, Qur of living for many. Our focus ramaings standards for water resource
commitmant to this cause is sleadiast on delwvering Ihesa banefils o e managementin the region.”
unwavering, and we are dedicated to people of Balochistan, ensuring & brighter

Together, we are building a resilient future for
our people. Balochistan's prosperily depends

on the success of this project.

saeing it through.

TRANSFORMING BALOCHISTAN'S
WATER FUTUREBALOCHISTAN

AND MANAGEMENT PROJECT
(BIWRMP)

Balochistan, a region challenged by arid
landscapes and waler scarcity, is witnessing
a transformation through the Balochistan :
Integrated Water Resources and
Management Project (BIWRMP). This
initiative addresses long-standing issues of
water mismanagement and inefficient
agricultural practices with a comprehensive,
sustainable approach.

REVOLUTIONIZING WATER
MANAGEMENT

FROM TRADITIONAL TO
INTEGRATED APPROACHES:
BIWRMP marks a shift from outdated water
management methods to a modern,
integrated approach that covers the entire
water cycle—from conservation and
distribution to efficient utilization.

WATER STORAGE SOLUTIONS:
The project focuses on constructing and
rehabilitating vital water storage structures,
including check dams, reservoirs, and ponds.
These innovations help capture rainwater, reduce
runioff, and recharge groundwater, ensuring year-
round water availability even during dry seasons.

Vealher Stat

and mare sustainable futurs,

OPTIMIZING AGRICULTURAL
PRACTICES EFFICIENT
IRRIGATION TECHNIQUES:
Traditional irrigation methods are
being replaced with advanced
systems like drip and sprinkler
irrigation, minimizing water
2 wastage and maximizing crop
yields. This not only enhances
agricultural productivity but also
eases the pressure on
Balochistan’s limited water
resources.

i PROMOTING HIGH-VALUE
CROPS:

Farmers are encouraged fo adopt
high-value crops and improved

J seed varieties. With modermn
farming practices, they are
achieving higher yields, diversifying
their income sources, and boosting
food security.




