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Police Found 5 Dead
Bodies In Dalbandin

Riaz Baloch:

DALB. grim

a
scene, police uncovered five
lifeless bodies bound to power
poles. Each victim bore the cruel
mark of multiple bullets.

The district headquarters
hospllal in Chaghi now holds

the:

silent witnesses.

. i
Levies sources suspect
they were Afghan milita
personnel, abducted by the
shadowy Jaish ul Adl—a
militant group that casts its dark
shadow across Iran.

VC SBK Removal
Summary Sent to
Governor by
Balochistan Cabinet

Manan Mandokhail:

QUE The Vice-Chancel-
lor of Sardar Bahadur Khan
Women University has been re-
moved from service following a
decision by the Balochistan Cabi-
net. The Cabinet has formally sent
a summary of the removal io the
Governor of Balochistan, who also
serves as the Chancellor of the
university, for final approval.

Duringa press conference, a
government spokesperson re-
vealed that the recruitment of
4,000 teachers under Sardar
Bahadur Khan University will be
conducted on a merit-based, con-
tractual system. These candidates
will be employed on contracts last-
ing one and a half years.

The spokesperson further
stated that the Balochistan gov-
ernment is committed to ensuring
transparency throughout the re-
cruitment process.

The teachers will be hired at
the Union Council level and will
not be transferred from one
school to another. The provincial
committee will oversee the ap-
pointments, ensuring that inter-
views are conducted strictly on
merit, with each candidate’s cre-
dentials thoroughly reviewed

Prime Minister Approves Danish Schools for
Four Districts in Balochistan

Staff Reporter:

\QUETTAL: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has officially approved
the establishment of Danish
schools in four key districts of
Balochistan: Dera Bugti,
Musakhel, Killa Saifullah, and
Sibbi. This decision marks a sig-
nificant step forward in the
government’s ongoing efforts
to improve educational oppor-
tunities in underserved regions
of the country.

Rafiullah Khan Kakar, the Mem-
ber (Social Sector & Science &
Technology) at the Planning
Commission of Pakistan played
a key role in the approval of
schools.

The new schools aim to provide
high-quality education to stu-
dents from low-income families,
ensuring that children in these
remote areas have access to the

same i standards as
those in more developed parts
of Pakistan. The Danish
schools, known for their rigor-
ous curriculum and state-of-
the-art facilities, are expected to
play a crucial role in enhancing
literacy rates and fostering so-
cial mobility in these districts.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
emphasized the importance of
education as a tool for national
development. “By investing in
the education of our youth,
particularly in underprivileged
areas, we are laying the foun-
dation for a brighter future for
Pakistan,” he stated.

The decision has been widely
welcomed by local leaders and
communities in Dera Bugti,
Musakhel, Killa Saifullah, and
Sibbi, who have long advocated

for better educational resources
in their regions. These new in-
stitutions are expected to serve

Return to IMF and inflation
started under Imran Khan's
watch: Nawaz Sharif

NEWS DESK: Pakistan Muslim
League (PML-N) supremo and
former prime minister Nawaz

Sharif has blamed the country's
current inflation crisis on poli-

cies initiated during the tenure

e Imran Khan-led Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) govern-
ment. "We are not responsible
for the inflation; it started dur-
ing the tenure of the PTI
founder," Sharif said during a
press conference in Lahore on
Friday, held alongside his
daughter Maryam Nawaz, the
current Punjab Chief Minister
(CM). He emphasized, "We had
said goodbye to the IMF, so
who brought it back?"

Nawaz criticised those he deemed
responsible for the economic
challenges, stating, "The real
culprits are those who are now
sitting in jail and making grand
statements". "We completed
power projects in record time
and controlled the crisis, yet
today, the public is suffering duc
to inflation and rising electric-
ity bills".

Reflecting on the economic con-

ditions during his tenure, the
former PM remarked, "In my
October 21 speech, 1 detailed
the situation with electricity
prices. In 2017, electricity bills
were lower, and people lived
comfortably. Vegetables were
available for ten rupees per ki-
logram."

The PML-N leader also high-
lighted his government's
achievements, noting, "We kept
the dollar stable at 104 rupees
for four years".

"Those who now face bills of
18,000 rupees were paying only
1,600 rupees in 2017. Maryarn
Nawaz has already reduced the
price of flour since her return
and is Workmg hard on health
and sanitation."

Nawaz also reiterated his
longstanding grievance over
his disqualification from office.

"A few judges dismissed me for
not taking a salary of 10,000
dirhams from my son. Istill ask
today, why was I removed?
Those who removed me com-
mitted an injustice and a crime
against the country."

as centers of offer-
ing a comprehensive education
that includes not only academic
subjects but also extracurricu-
lar activities designed to de-
velop well-rounded individuals.
‘This initiative is part of the broader
vision of the federal govern-
‘ment to uplift marginalized ar-
eas and ensure that every child
in Pakistan has the opportunity
to reach their full potential, re-
gardless of their eocio eo-
nomic backgro
schools will be fully funded by
the government, and construc-
tion is set to begin later this year,
with the first intake of students
expected in the coming aca-
demic year.

LHC grills state counsel for lack of knowledge

on internet disruptions

NEWS DESK: The Lahore
High Court’s (LHC) Justice Shakil
Ahmad grilled the state counsel
on Friday for his lack of “knowl-
edge” and “seriousness” about
recent internet disruptions across
the country.

Major online platforms such
as Facebook and WhatsApp have
been hit hard since last week with
users reporting slowdowns and
difficulties in accessing messag-
ingand social media applications.

After months of speculation
about the installation of a so-
called “firewall” that could be lead-
ing to internet disruptions, the
country’s IT minister finally con-
firmed a day ago that the govern-

ment was indeed upgrading its
“web management system” to
cope with cyber security threats.

Minister of State for IT Shaza
Fatima Khawaja has said the gov-
ernment had sought a report from
the Pakistan Telecommunications
Authority (PTA) and other insti-
tutions over the internet disrup-
tion. Meanwhile, PTA officials
told a Senate committee that the
telecom regulalor ‘was “assessing
the issue” and the IT ministry
would be in a better position to
provide an overview in two weeks
once the assessment is completed.

The Pakistan Software
Houses Association (P@SHA)
has warned that the country’s

economy could lose up to $300
million due to the internet disrup-
tions

Justice Ahmad took up a pe-
tition today filed a day ago by Ad-
vocate Muhammad Nadeem, a
Lahore resident.

At the outset of the hearing,
the judge ordered that the federal
government’s counsel appear be-
fore the court by 12pm after con-
sulting the relevant authorities.

When the hearing resumed,
state counsel Rana Nauman ap-
peared before the court and re-
quested that the government be
given some time to submit a “de-
tailed report on the internet out-
ages”.

3 TTP terrorists killed, 1 injured
in North Waziristan intelligence
based operation: ISPR

NEWS DESK: Three Tehreek-i-
Taliban (TTP) terrorists were
killed while one was injured
during an intelligence-based
operation (IBO) in North
Waziristan’s Razmak area, the
‘military’s media wing confirmed
on Friday.

According to a press release from
Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the operation was car-
ried out after security forces
were informed of the presence
ofterrorists in the area.

“During [the] conduct of the op-
eration, intense fire exchange
took place between own troops
and khwarij, as a result of which,
3 Khwarij of Fitna al Khawarij
were sent to hell, while one
kham got mJured the ISPR

It added that weapons and am-
munition were also recovered
from slain_terrorists, who re-
mained actively involved in ter-
rorist activities against security
forces as well as target killing
of innocent civilians.

“Sanitisation of the area is being
carried out to eliminate any
other Kharji found in the area
as security forces are deter-
mined to wipe out the menace
ofkhawarij and terrorism from
the country,” the statement
added.

Earlier this month, the government
declared TTP as Fitna al-
Khawarij and all other terrorists

associated with the group as
Khariji (outcasts).

Speaking during a press confer-
ence, ISPR Director General
(DG) Lieutenant General Ahmed
Sharif Chaudhry said that the
move was made because the
TTP was a “mischief-making
group” that was “neither an ide-
ology nor has anything to do
with Islam or Pakistan.”

He had added that security forces
and law enforcement agencies
(LEAs) conducted 23,622 small
and large-scale IBOs in the
country this year, out of which
2,045 operations were carried
out in the second half of July.

A day prior, seven TTP terrorists
were killed by security forces
during another IBO in KP’s
Kurram district.

The country has lately witnessed
a sharp uptick in the number of
attacks targeting security
forces, other law enforcement
agencies, and security check-
points, particularly in
Balochistan and KP.

Attacks escalated after the TTP
broke a fragile ceasefire agree-
ment with the government in
2022 and vowed to target secu-
ity forces.

Islamabad has blamed Kabul for
allowing the TTP — a separate
group but aligned with the Af-
ghan Taliban — to use Afghan
soil for launching attacks inside
Pakistan.

Army chief honours Arshad Nadeem's
historic achievement at GHQ ceremony
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Balochistan Needs Action, Not
Another Failed Polio Campaign

Editorial:

The news of a children in Chaman and Dera Bugti contracting polio, in
Balochistan after three years, is a damning indictment of the provincial health
departmentand donor agencies entrusted with this critical public health mis-
sion. While a targeted vaccination campaign is a welcome response, it’s a
mere bandage on a gaping wound.

Imported Solutions Don’t Work

For far too long, a top-down approach relying on imported solutions has
dummdlcd our fight against polio. We, the people of Balochistan, have the

and cultural necessa
combat this disease. Yet, our voices and workable solutions are consistently
sidelined.

The presence of poliovirus in environmental samples since last August
is a glaring failure of our health department. This isn’t just a recent oversight;
it exposes a systemic weakness in surveillance and outreach programs.

Where are the culturally sensitive campaigns that educate our communi-
ties in the local languages? Where are the efforts to address vaccine hesi-
tancy through dialogue and trust-building with local leaders? We need an
overhaul of the health department’s approach, one that leverages the strengths
of our communities and fosters ownership over public health initiatives.

Donor agencies must also shoulder some of the blame

Have they critically evaluated the effectiveness of their funding, or have
they simply perpetuated a cycle of dependence on external solutions? We
urge them to invest in building the capacity of our local healthcare system
and empower Balochistanis to take charge of their health outcomes.

‘The upcoming vaccination campaign is crucial, but it cannot be a one-off
effort. We need a suslamcd multi-pronged appruach that integrates local

and prioritizes
cngdgcmcnl Only then can we truly eradicate polio from Balochistan and
safeguard the health of future generations.

Challenges and Reforms in Balochistan’s
Higher Education

Ghulam Ali Baloch:

£n the landscape of

Balochistan’s higher
education, several chal-
lenges have emerged,
casting shadows over
the educational pros-
pects of its youth. These
challenges, if not ad-
dressed promptly, could
impede the region’s
progress and develop-
ment. Here’s an explora-
tion of some pressing
issues and potential av-
enues for reform:

1. Imbalance in
Staffing Ratios: Inves-
tigations into the staff-
ing trends following the
18th amendment reveal
a concerning ratio of
non-teaching staff to
faculty members. The
purported ratio of § non-
teaching staff for every
teaching faculty member
is highly undesirable
and warrants immediate
allenllon

sequential construction
of buildings have led to
a disbalance in budget
allocations within the
higher education sector.
Funds earmarked for
teaching and infrastruc-
ture development are not
proportionately allo-
cated, leading t0 ineffi-
ciencies.

3. Lack of Corpo-
rate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) Funds: Con-
trary to global best prac-
tices, there is a notable
absence of Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR) fund management
for sponsoring higher
education initiatives in
Balochistan. Major in-
vestors and entities have
made negligible contri-
butions towards the ad-
vancement of higher
education, posing a sig-
nificant hurdle to edu
tional progress.

4. Inadequate Re-
source N

Budgemuocmun “The
proliferation of new de-
partments and the con-

sity management in
Balochistan lacks the
necessary skills to gen-
erate and manage re-
sources effectively. In-
stances such as the Uni-
versity of Multan’s suc-

ssful utilization of ag-
ricultural lands under-
score the untapped po-

large buildings for Re-
search Centers (BRCs)
and Cadet Colleges at
exorbitant costs further
strains the funds allo-
cated for higher educa-
tion. These expenditures
compete with essential
university funding, hin-
dering the sector’s over-

dancy and inefficiency.
Transforming these col-
leges into centers for skill
development or upgrad
ing them to universities
could better serve the
educational needs of
Balochistan’s youth.

In nclusion,
Balochistan’s higher

tential for revenue gen- all progress. education sector faces
eration within 7. Need fnr Institu- - multifaceted challenges
Balochistan’s universi- tional R that demand i

ties. Several institutions un- attention and reform. By

5. Absence of Inter-
nal Consultation: Alack
of internal
exacerbates the misman-
agement of resources,
resulting in irrational ap-
pointments and the illogi-
cal establishment of new
campuses and depart-
ments. Internal dialogue
and collaboration are es-
sential for optimizing re-
source allocation and
decision-making pro-
cesses.

6. Irrational Con-
struction Projects: The

der the Higher Educa-
tion umbrella rcqulrc re-
alignment toi the
quality of both school
and college education.
Outdated practices,
such as the establish-
ment of Intermediate
Colleges, need to be re-
evaluated in favor of
modern educational
structures that align with
contemporary needs.

8. Modernization of
Curriculum and Institu-
tions: Many colleges
struggle to adapt to the

addressing staffing im-
balances, reallocating
budgets ively, fos-
tering corporate partner-
ships, enhancing re-
source management
skills, promoting internal
collaboration, rationaliz-
ing construction
projects, realigning i1
tutions, and modernizing
curriculum and institu-
tions, Balochistan can
pave the way for a
brighter educational fu-
ture for its youth

The author is a se-

Skills: Despite pos- Higher Educa[mn new curriculum intro- nior burcaucrat in the
sessing usi- duced under the BS pro-  government of
ness potential, univer- towards (,unsuuclmg gram, leading to redun- Balochistan

This is a wake-up call. Let Balochistan not be known for this res
of a preventable ase. Let’s work together, with our own solutions at the
forefront, to banish polio for good.

Economic revival

By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

When we are knee-
deep in debt, should
not be

help broaden the tax
base. Opposite my
house is a supermar- thes

IN 1992, Bill Clinton

ran his campaign for
us on

Targeting

By Muhammad Amir Rana:

$HE Shangla terrorist
attack on the Chinese
engineers’ vehicle is
having consequences.
Chinese companics have

ket d by so
many customers that
1 have rarely seen the
cashier desk without a
queue before it. Yet,
when it comes to pay-
ing taxes, this shop,
like many retailers, is
reluctant to enter the

? Similarly,
many high-ranking of-
ficials use protocol
cavalcades to move
about; can cuts not be
made here? The larger
point is that austerity
flows top down. As
such, the surrender of

three slogans, one of
which was ‘It’s the
economy, stupid’. In
the backdrop of the
economic downturn of
the early 1990s,
Clinton’s focus on eco-
nomic revival reso-

nated well with his vot- tax net. a second car by the
ers, and within three Our people need chief justice is a wel-
years, economic to realise that the come precedent worth

growth picked up.
Ever since, the phrase
“It’s the economy, stu-
pid’ has been used ex-
tensively to emphasise
the pivotal role of eco-
nomic management in
a nation’s prosperity.

In Pakistan today,
the imperative of ect
nomic revival can
hardly be
overemphasised. For
decad we  have
been living beyond our
means, collecting a
mountain of debt along
the way. Interest pay-
ments consume the
bulk of our revenues,
and perpetual loans are
sought to run the gov-
ernment. Effectively,
that means much of
what the government
does is with borrowed
money.

This is unsustain-
able; either we in-
crease our revenues,
or reduce our ex-
penses — preferably
both. Pursuant to the
agreement with the
IMF, the government
plans to tax the retail
sector as part of its
efforts to document
the informal economy.

roads we travel on, the
public services we
avail of, and the higher
quality of life we de-
sire can only be avail-
able if we pay taxes.
An argument often
made in response to
the topic of increasing
the tax net is that the
revenue collected
from the common
man’s taxes is used by
high officials of lhe
government to finance
their over-extended
lifestyles. It is, there-
fore, important that
while broadening the
tax base, the govern-
ment make an equally
robust and visible ef-
fort to cut wasteful
public expense.

owever, we
have yet to see any
concrete step being
taken to give credence
to the government’s
claims of belt-tighten-
ing.

For instance,
when the government
announced cost cuts
oninternational travel,
one saw a long list of
the categories of pub-
lic office holders who
would be entitled to

emulating.

We have yet to
see any concrete proof’
of belt-tightening.

Meanwhile, the
18th  Amendment,
which devolved sev-
eral subjects to the
provinces, was a step
in the right direction,
but its implementation
has left much to be de-
sired.

First, the federal
ministries dealing with
the subjects already
devolved to the prov-
inces have not been
dissolved. Second, re-
sources were not de-
volved by the provinces
to local governments.
Since living conditions
in tehsils and villages
have not improved, the
common man is dissat-
isfied with the way the
economy works in our
country. In a related is-
sue, the NFC award
adopted in 2010 in-
creased the share of
provinces from the net
proceeds of divisible
pool taxes to 57 per
cent (2011-12 on-
wards) up from 45pc
(2009-10). As debt ob-
ligations have contin-

d work on at
least three critical hydro-
power projects: the Dasu
dam, the Diamer-}
dam, and the Tarbela 5lh
Extension.

The attack has
caused significant alarm.
Apart from disrupting
these vital infrastructure
projects, it has shaken
the confidence of Chi-
nese nationals working
in Pakistan. Reports in-
dicate some are consid-
ering leaving the coun-
try due to safety con-
cemns.

The Pakistani gov-
ernment has repeatedly
pledged to bring the per-
petrators to justice.
However, the recent in-
cident has eroded trust.
Chinese social media re-
flects growing anxiety,
with calls for stricter se-
curity measures to pro-
tect Chinese lives.

Whenever a major
terrorist incident occurs
in the country, the me-
dia, security experts, and
even state institutions
start to make sweeping
generalisations about
the event, the culprits,
their motives, and the
terrorist groups that
could have been in-
volved in such inci-
dents.

The first and most
well-known excuse cited
is foreign involvement in
the attacks, especially
those targeting Chinese
nationals or CPEC-re-
lated projects. Three
names of terrorist
groups spring to mind:
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), Balochistan
Liberation Army, and the
Islamic State-Khorasan.
They guess a specific

pends on the region;
these three groups have
specific operational
bases.

The same is the
case for the recent
Shangla attack. The
names of all three groups
popped up immediately
after the attack. The TTP
has been projected as
the prime suspect, as
one of its commanders
was declared the master-
‘mind behind a similar.
tack on the Chinese in
Kohistan in 2021. The
names ofa few TTP com-
‘manders who may have
orchestrated the attack
are circulatingin the me-
dia. Quickly jumping to
conclusions distracts in-
vesti; gdliun and impacts
the state’s ability to
tackle the security situa-
tion comprehensively.

The state’s history
of compromise with mili-
tant  groups  has
emboldened them.

Pakistan’s militant
landscape may not be
too complex bul is di-

Chinese nationals

The  Deobandi
school is dominant in the
region and blends with
conservative social tradi-
tions, particularly the
honour code. The result-
ant insularity has led to
frequent interactions be-
tween the local
Deobandi madr
as well as sectarian and
militant outfits in the
country. The locals sup-
port these religious
organisations, giving
them financial and human
resources, and weapons.
Before receiving large
compensation sums for
the Dasu and Basha
dams, the region thrived
on timber smuggling.

Extremist tenden-
cies in the region are
stronger than those in
the neighbouring areas.
Anti-Shia sentiment,
blood feuds in the com-
munity, and a sense of
ethnic supcuol ityare in-
grained.

The region has al-
ways been difficult to
govern. Security institu-

involved in the 2013 ter-
rorist attack on the
Nanga Parbat base camp
targeting foreign climb-
ers — and an end to
‘women’s sporting activi-
ties in GB for the
‘minister’s release. They
claimed they blocked the
road because the state
failed to honour a 2019
agreement, and issued a
10-day ultimatum for the
government tomeet their
demands.

Although a promi-
nent violent actor, it is
not the only one in the
region. The MGB and
other local militant
groups reportedly main-
tain close links with the
TTP and sectarian out-
fits based in Punjab.
These external groups
appear to support local
militants, as evidenced
by the TTP’s involve-
ment in the 2022 Babusar
Pass blockade. The
state’s history of com-
promise with militant
eroups has emboldened
them. For instance, in

projects?

While anti-develop-
ment sentiments are not
that high in the area,
many believe that dams
and wider roads will trig-
ger urbanisation,
women’s emancipation,
and modernisation,
which they perceive as
threats to their religion
and culture. The domi-
nant trend suggests that
most people are happy
with the compensation
money and employment
prospects.

However,  this
doesn’t diminish the
level of religious extrem-
ism present. Some resi-
dents may sympathise
with the Uighur commu-
nity in Xinjiang, and oth-
ers may dislike the pres-
ence of foreigners on
their land. These factors
could be nurturing nega-
tive perceptions about
Chinese nationals in the
region.

One possible ex-
ample of the local dy-
namics is seen in the

verse.
sociopolitical factors,
and group dynamics all
work within local con-
texts.  In  any
counterterrorism inquiry,
local contextand dynam-
ics are more important
than broader ideological
and political motiva-
tions. Shangla, upper
and lower Kohistan, and
Battagram districts of
the Hazara region in KP
and the adjoining Diamer
districtin Gilgit-Baltistan
share religious, social,
tribal, ethnic, and cul-
tural codes. The region
has been frequently in
the news due to ‘honour’
Killings, burning of girls”
schools, and the killing
of Shia travellers. Re-
cently, it has gained no-
toriety for attacks on
Chinese workers in-
volved in development

accusation
against a Chinese official
at the Dasu damsite last
year. The incident high-
lighted that tensions
could erupt.

While local groups
may lack the capability
to carry out large-scale
attacks independently,
past events like the kill-
ing of Shia passengers
and the attack on tour-
ists at Nanga Parbat
demonstrate their capac-
ity for violence. Their
ability is amplified by
support from like-minded
groups within Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

The government’s
strategy of outsourcing
the maintenance of order
to local and external reli-
gious figures needs to be
revised to address these
sentiments. Amore com-
prehensive approach is

the incident,
the administration
agreed to ban girls’
sports in the region.
Similarly, a 2019 agree-
‘ment had reportedly al-
lowed for impleménta-
tion of some Islamic laws
the militants had de-
manded. The state’s re-
liance on religious
scholars for mediation in
crises can be problem-
atic. Local accounts
suggest that some schol-
ars may be sympathetic
to the militants’ de-
‘mands, leading to partial
concessions that create
a perception of a ‘win-
win’ scenario for mili-
tants and religious fig-
ures. But the question is:

why are an increasing
number of Chinese na-
tionals being targeted in
these areas, which are
seemingly benefiting

tions, and
the area’s political lead-
ership have tried to run
the administration
while compromising on
laws and rules. Even in
cases of major disputes,
the administration tries
to resolve them through
local jirgas and by in-
volving religious schol-
ars. This can result in le-
niency towards crimi-
nals, with many extrem-
ist elements taking the
law into their own hands.
The Mujahideen
Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kohistan (MGB) are a
prime example. The
group claimed responsi-
bility for several inci-
dents in Kohistan and
Diamer districts.

In October 2022, it
held a GB minister hos-
tage. They demanded the
release of terrorists —

This would certainly travel business class. ued to rise. group’s involvement de- projects in the area. some of them had been from the development needed to calm tensions.
Sustainabilit f digital trad
Hassan Nawaz Sheikh:
of the five core areas on  thority has also been set ments at best, whereby, tunities for our tech en- ever, given how quickly ments: While digital chapter.  Pak-istan

£/\KISTAN'S ailing
economy is undergoing
aprocess ofrevival, The
economic wizards have
placed a lot of bets on IT
in the hope that the enor-
mous potential of this
sector can help alleviate
our economic woes.
There have been clai
by former federal IT min-
isters that Pakistan’s IT
exports would reach be-

which Pakistan’s eco-
nomic revival is predi-
cated. Under the aus-
pices of SIFC, invest-
ment opportunities are
available for setting up
special technology
zones (STZs) at seven
prime locations includ-
ing Lahore, Peshawar,
Swat,  Abbottabad,
Haripur, Islamabad and
Karachi. The Ministry of

up under the Special
Technology Zones Au-
thority Act, 2021 that pro-
vides incentives for STZ
enterprises and zone de-
velopers for 10 years.
These incentives include
tax exemptions under the
Income Tax Ordinance,
2001, and Sales Tax Act,
1990, Capital goods im
ports are exempt from
taxes. There are no prop»

a conducive environ-
ment for setting up busi-
nesses is being pro-
vided. Once IT firms
shift their offices to the
proposed STZs or start-
ups occupy rental
spaces in the buildings
of STZs, the next step
would be to sustain their
existence. How then do
they generate busi-
nesses to ensure sur-
vival? Without business

tween $10 billion to erty tax lost
$20bn from the existing & Tel opportunities
mark of$2.6bn within the  also has a project for the ~ profit repatriation free-
next few years. The establishment of25soft- dom is granted. There’s
premise on which these ware technology parks no doubt that the devel-
claims are beingmade s~ (STPs) throughout Paki- opment of STZs/ STPs is

that the IT sector has
been recording consis-
tent upward growth
since the last few years.

The IT industry
cained further focus
when it was picked up by
the newly christened
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council as one

stan by converting pub-
lic-/ privately owned di-
lapidated or non-opera-
tional office buildings/
factories/ warehouses to

important to catalyse the
emergence of digital and
IT-related trade as more
and more businesses and
start-ups would be
provide IT-enabled of- tempted to move their of-
fice spaces to IT and fices within these zones
ITeS companies at af- to avail tax benefits.
fordable rates. A Special However, these are just
Technology Zones Au- infrastructural develop-

how can
we achieve the goal of
enhanced IT services
exports? Without busi-
ness opportunities how
can we achieve the goal
of enhanced IT services
exports? Thus. arly
something is mi:
Having large bul]dmg:
does not guarantee busi-
ness activities within
those quarters and a
longer-term plan is re-
quired to create oppor-

trepreneurs. Accord-
ingly, we would need the
following: Digital trade
policy: The term *digital
trade’ has no clear defi-
nition, yet it is believed
to refer to “commerce
enabled by electronic
means in both goods
and services”. The Digi-
tal Trade Principles, as
agreed upon by the G7,
cover five areas: (1) open
digital markets: (2) data
free flow with trust; (3)
safeguards for workers,

should, thus, aim to have
a DTA with the EU that
is the world’s largest ex-
porter and importer of
digitally deliverable ser-
vices. Singapore can be
taken as another example
that has already con-
cluded negotiations on
digital economy agree-
ments with Chile, New
Zealand, Australia, the
UK and South Korea. So,
the trend of d)g)lal
economy and trade
agreements is definitely

this sector is expanding,
the domestic regulatory
environment will become
increasingly restrictive,
making it more difficult
for consumers and busi-
nesses to seize some
new and emerging op-
portunities. How are
these problems to be
tackled? How would a
start-up’s performance
not be hampered by
such problems? How will
our domestic businesses
deal with cross-border

trade policy would bring
a holistic and competi-
tive edge to our IT en-
trepreneurs so that
they’re able to compete
at the international
stage, digital trade
agreements would bring
them bilateral and pref-
erential market access.
DTASs are just a niche
version of the traditional
free trade agreements.
Whilst Pakistan is strug-
gling to gain benefit
even from the conven-

and busi-
nesses; (4) digital trad-
ing systems, and (5) fair
and inclusive global
governance. While there
is no clear measurement
of this sector, the
Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Development estimates
it to constitute approxi-
‘mately 25 per cent of the
entire world trade. How-

tional FTA model, the
developed world is mov-
ing swiftly towards the
advanced form of an
FTA in the shape of
DTAs. For instance,

gital trade is a key ele-
ment in the European
Union’s trade policy and
every modern trade
agreement that EU has
concluded contains a
dedicated digital trade

picking up. If our IT en-
trepreneurs can have di-
rect and preferential ac-
cess to develope
economies — through
the medium of DTAs —
then we can keep our
hopes high that sustain-
able and continued busi-
ness will come our way
and that would then jus-
tify the mushroom
growth of STZs.

regulator
as violations thereof
might restrict their abil-
ity to continue business
with their customers? For
all these key problems
and other related issues,
our country needs to
have a robust and dy-
namic digital trade policy
for sustainable growth in
this sector. Digital
economy/ trade agree-
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Oman achieves over 50% employment
target in 2024

MUSCAT  (INP):
Oman has achieved
over 50 per cent em-
ployment target in the
first half of 2024
(January-June), an-
nounced Ministry of
Labour Oman.

The Ministry of
Labour in the Sultan-
ate of Oman has re-
ported notable
progress inits employ-
ment plan for the first
half of 2024.

A total of 14,074
Omani citizens se-
cured employment
across both the public
and private sectors

during this period. Ac-
cording to  the
ministry’s data, be-
tween January and
June 2024,30,394 jobs
were filled, with over
50% of these positions
being first-time jobs for
the employees.

The ministry set a
target to employ 10,000
job seckers in the gov-
ernment sector, with
6,963 positions already
filled. In the private
sector, the ministry
aimed to employ
16,000 job seckers, of
which 7,111 have suc-
cessfully secured jobs.

In terms of train-
ing linked to employ-
ment, 1,412 individuals
have completed their
training, achieving a
completion rate of
16%. The government
sector welcomed 305
trainees, while the pri-
vate sector accommo-
dated 1,107 trainees
during the first half of
the year. The
ministry’s goal is to
train 2,000 individuals

Labour is also actively
working to enhance
the employability of in-
dividuals through train-
ing initiatives. The min-
istry aims to provide
employment and
training opportunities
to 35,000 job seekers
this year, with 15,486
jobs and training op-
portunities already
completed, marking a
44.25% completion
rate. Overall, the Min-

in the government sec-  istry of Labour’s initia-
torand 7,000 inthe pri-  tives to improve em-
vate sector throughout ployment rates in
the year. Oman are showing

The Ministry of positive outcomes.

QUEI‘[A Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti presiding aver the provincial cabinet meeting.

[QUETTA: Sarda;Mlikmar Tareen and Syed Imran Agha is meeting with Director General Public|
Relations Balochistan Mohammad Noor Khetran.

o

Three patients monkeypox cases

'confirmed'’

ISLAMABAD
(INP): At least three
patients have been di-
agnosed with the
monkeypox virus in
Pakistan, health au-
thorities in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa con-
firmed on Friday.

vices (BHS) and pro-
vincial authorities have
also been put on high
alert in the wake of the
case's detection in the
country's north-west-
ern province.
Authorities have
issued instructions to

All patients, establish isolation
whose cases have wards in designated
been confirmed by the  hospitals.

health department in
KP, were detected
with the virus follow-
ing their arrival from
an Arab country, the
department said.
Pakistan has had
cases of Mpox previ-

Stocking antiviral
medications and ensur-
ing the availability of
personal protective
equipment (PPE) for
healthcare workers
and all healthcare fa-
cilities and points of

ously and it was not entry.
immediately clear Fo]lowmg the de-
which variant was de- tection, additional

tected in the patients.

Earlier, surveil-
lance at the airports
was tightened across
Pakistan after the
country confirmed its

samples have also
been collected from
individuals in close con-
tact with the patient.
The Health Minis-
try has also directed

first case of intensified monitoring
monkeypox in KP's at all entry points to
Peshawar. prevent further cases

Meanwhile, the the

Border Health Ser-

from entering
country.

in Pakistan

the first in 2024. Last
year, a patient co-in-
fected with HIV and
Mpox passed away at
the Pakistan Institute
of Medical Sciences
(PIMS) in Islamabad.

In the past year,
Pakistan had 10 con-
firmed Mpox cases, all
linked to travellers
from the Middle East
and other regions.

The recurrence of
cases among travellers
highlights the critical
need for rigorous bor-
der screening and
monitoring.

During a special
NCOC session, offi-
cials noted that around
15 African countries
are currently reporting
Mpox cases, with
2,030 confirmed infec-
tions.

The spread to pre-
viously unaffected re-
gions like Burundi,
Kenya, Rwanda, and
Uganda since mid-July
2024 indicates the
virus’s growing reach.

The country, on
Thursday, confirmed
its first monkeypox
case this year after a
resident of Dir, who
currently resides in
Mardan, tested posi-
tive after he returned
to Pakistan from a
Middle Eastern coun-
try on August 3, an of-
ficial from the Minis-
try of National Health
Services, Regulations
and  Coordination
(NHS,R&C) told the
publication.

"Provincial health
authorities are now
engaged in contact
tracing," the official
added.

The case was con-
firmed just a day after
the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) de-
clared the disease a
global health emer-
gency of public con-
cern.

The case marks
the 11th instance of
Mpox in Pakistan over
the past two years and

Gaza ceasefire talks resume in Doha as
deaths top 40,000

DOHA (INP): A new
round of Gaza ceascfire
talks was underway in
the Qatari capital Doha,
officials said, with
Israel’s spy chief joining
his US and Egyptian
counterparts  and
Qatar’s prime minister for
the closed-door meet-
ing.
The talks began as
Gaza health officials re-
ported separately that
lhe death toll in the Pal-
estinian enclave had
surpassed 40,000
people, a threshold
reached

after more than ten
‘months of fighting.

The round of nego-
tiations, an effort to end
the bloodshed in Gaza
andbring 115 Isracli and
foreign prisoners home,
were put together as Iran
appeared on the point of
retaliating against Israel
following the assassina-
tion of Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran

onJuly31.

White House na-
tional security spokes-
person John Kirby con-
firmed that talks had offi-
cially begun but cau-
tioned that they were
unlikely to produce an
agreement

on Thursday and
would likely continue on
Friday.

Hamas officials,
who have accused Isracl
of stalling, did not join
Thursday’s talks. How-
ever, mediators planned
to consult with Hamas”
Doha-based Zati

“I will do that,”
Abbas said in remarks
translated into Turkish
from Arabic.

“Even if this would
cost my life. Our life is
not more worthy than
the life of a child.”

Abbas said the Pal-
estinian people would
stand tall despite the Is-
raeli strikes. “Gaza is
ours as a whole. We
don’t accept any solu-
tion that would divide
our territories,” he told
the parliament,

A source in the Is-

East envoy Brett
McGurk represented
Washington at the talks,
convened by Qatari
Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin
Abdulra-h-man Al
Thani, with Egypt’s
intellige-nce chief
Abbas Kamel also in
Doha.

UK foreign minister
David Lammy said the
ceasefire talks represent
a “crucial moment for
global stability” that
could “define the future
of the Middle East”.

team after the meeting,

the official briefed on the

talks told Reuleﬂ
Israel’s

Pales-
tinian Authority presi-
dent Mahmud Abbas
told a special session of
the Turkish

raeli negotiating team
said on Wednesday that
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has allowed

includes spy chief David
Barnea, head of the do-
mestic security service
Ronen Bar, and senior
military official Nitzan
Alon, defence officials
said on Wednesday.
CIA Director Bill
Burns and US Middle

leeway on a
few of the substantial
disputes. Gaps include
the presence of Israeli
troops in Gaza, the se-
quencing of a prisoner
release and restrictions
on the free movement of
civilians from southern
tonorthern Gaza.

on Thursday that he
would travel to Gaza. “1
have decided to go to
Gaza with other brothers
from the Palestinian lead-
ership,”

Abbas said to ap-
pla\we from Turkish law-

Senior journalist Hamid er files petition in
IHC against internet firewall installation

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Senior journalist Hamid
Mir has filed a petition
in the Islamabad High
Court through lawyer
Imaan Mazari, challeng-
ing the installation of an
internet firewall on Fri-
day. The petitioner ap-
pealed to the court to
stop the installation of
the firewall, which he ar-
gues infringes on citi-
zens' fundamental rights,
and to declare internet
access for livelihood as

a basic human right un-
der the constitution.
The petition also re-
quests that the court de-
manda detailed report on
the firewall from the rel-
evant parties and sus-
pend the installation pro-
cess until a decision is
made. Furthermore, the
petition appealed for the
firewall installation
should be contingent on
consultations with all
stakeholders and the
protection of basic rights,

the firewall installation
was completed Thurs-
day, with internet service
providers installing the
firewall afier temporarily
disabling social media

with orders to ensure
citizens have uninter-
rupted access to the
internet.

The petition names
the Cabinet Secretary,
Secretary for Informa-
tion and Technology
(IT), Secretary of Inte-
rior, Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority
(PTA), and Ministry of
Human Rights as re-
spondents. Pertinent to
mention here that a sec-
ond successful trial of

=
5

ps.

Audio and video
downloading on social
media platforms was
suspended during the
installation, and it is ex-
pected that social media
services will return to
normal in the next 2to 3
days.

Fans remember Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan
(NFAK) on 27th death anniversary

LAHORE (INP): The leg-
end Qawwali singer
Nusrat Fatch Ali Khan
was remembered on his

Indian doctors call for nationwide shutdown
after brutal rape of medic

KOLKATA (INP): Anger
over the brutal rape and
murder of a doctor in
castern India showed no
signs of dying down on
Friday, as medics called
for the largest shut-
down of hospital ser-
vices in recent times,
and political parties
geared up for protests.
A 3l-year old
trainee doctor was raped
and murdered last week
inside a medical college
in the eastern city of
Kolkata where she
worked, triggering na-
tionwide  protests
among doctors and
drawing parallels to the

notorious gang rape and

murder of a 23-year-old
student on a moving bus
inNew Delhi in 2012.
Late on Thursday,
the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation, the country's
largest grouping of med-
ics. Said it would imple-
ment a nationwide shut-
down of most depart-
ments, except essential
services, for 24 hours
from Saturday morning,
the largest such strike in
at least a decade.
"Doctors, especially
‘women are vulnerable to
violence because of the
nature of the profession.
It is for the authorities to
g

provide for the safety of
doctors inside hospitals
and campuses,” the
IMA said in a statement
issued on X late on
Thursday night.
Political parties, in-
cluding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) which is in oppo-
sition in West Bengal, of
which Kolkata is capital,
said they will hold pro-
tests in the city on Fri-
day. Bollywood actors,
other celebrities and poli-
ticians have voiced
shock at the crime, call-
ing for stricter punish-
ments for perpetrators of

crimes against women.

A police volunteer
who worked at the hos-
pital has been arrested
and charged with the
crime.

Doctors say the cir-
cumstances of the rape
point to the vulnerability
of medics left without
proper protection and
facilities.

The government
brought in sweeping
change; to the criminal
Jjustice system, including
‘tougher sentences, after
the Delhi gang-rape, but
campaigners say little
has changed despite the
tougher laws.

ISLAMBAD: President All Pakistan Traders Association Ajmal Baloch addressing a press confer-
ence at National Press Club (NPC).

27th deal
today (Friday).

It's been 27 years
since Nusrat Fateh Ali
Khan passed away but
his legacy is proof that
he may be gone but
never forgotten.

he legendary
Qawwal was born on
October 13, 1948 in
Faisalabad and was son
of Fateh Ali Khan— a
musician, vocalist, in-
strumentalist, and re-
nowned Qawwal.

He began his carcer
by learning the tabla be-
fore moving on to vocals.

In 1964, Khan’s fa-
ther died, leaving his
musical education under
the supervision of his
paternal uncles,
Mubarak Ali Khan and
Salamat Ali Khan.

He was signed by
Oriental Star Agencies,
Birmingham, England in
the early 1980s.

he  renowned
singer was popularly
known as Shahenshah-e-
Qawwali (The King of
Kings of Qawwali).
Nusrat was considered
one of the greatest sing-
ers ever recorded in
Pakistan’s history pos-
sessed a six-octave vo-
cal range and could per-
format a high level of in-

Western — audiences
through his work with
Peter Gabriel on the
soundtrack to “The Last
Temptation of Christ” in

tensity for several
hours.” Extending the
600-year-old Qawwali
tradition of his family,
Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan is

widely credited with in-  1985.
troducing Sufi music to As per the Guinness
international audiences. Book of World Records,

Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan
holds the world record
for the largest recorded
output by a Qawwali art-
ist— a total of 125 al-
bums as 0f 2001.

Sadly, he left his

His soulful masterpicces
are still admired by both
youn%aters and old age
people across the bor-
der. In addition, he also
did several music
projects with Indian mu-

sic composer A. R. fans in grief as he died
Rehman and film lyricist of a sudden cardiac ar-
Javed Akhtar. rest on 16 August 1997,

He reached out to aged48.
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Pakistan has highest inflation rate in
Asia: Bloomberg

ISLAMABAD (INP): A lat-
est Bloomberg report states
that Pakistan has the highest
inflation rate among the Asian
countries. The report reveals

startling insights into the
recent inflationary trends in
Pakistan noting that electricity
prices increased by 18% in July
causing electricity bills to sur-
pass the rent of homes.

According to the report,
electricity prices have risen by
155% since 2021 making high
bills a significant burden for the
public. Bloomberg’s report also
mentions that electricity rates
were raised as part of the IMF
loan programme and the infla-
tion rate in Pakistan has now
reached 12%.

The report said the infla-
tion rate in the country has
fallen, but the ratio of electric-
ity bills is higher than the house

= g b
ISLAMABAD: NDMA & Mini
tional Seminar on Climate & Disasters Risk Financing at NUTECH.

rent, adding hike in power tar-

iff, meeting IMF loans” condi-
tions and other reforms
sparked countrywide protests.

Bloomberg report said:
"The South Asian nation —
where nearly half the popula-
tion survives on less than $4 a
day — has seen electricity
prices surge 155% since 2021,
after the government started
hiking industrial and retail rates
to bolster its chances of secur-
ingloans from the International
Monetary Fund. "The energy
sector has become an acute
painpoint as Pakistan grapples
with chronic economic crisis.
Inflation of around 12% — the
highest in Asia — has eroded
purchasing power and pushed
clectricity consumption to the
lowest in four years as people
and companies abandon the
predominantly gas-powered

national grid in favor of install-

ing solar panels. "The average

per-unit electricity price for

residential users rose 18% in

July, when the country secured

anew $7 billion loan from the
F.

g

Many residents have since
seen electricity bills — typi-
cally a fraction of household
expenses — surpass rents that
range from $100 to $700 a
month, said Samiullah Tariq,
head of research at Pakistan
Kuwait Investment Co. "Pro-
tests by citizens, business
groups and opposition political
parties have spread across the
country, prompting Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif to an-
nounce a Rs50 billion subsidy
over the next three months to
cushion the poorest electricity
users from the blow of price
hikes.

ter of Climate Change & Environment Coordination organized a N:

KP minister Shakil Ahmad resigns over
‘corruption’ in govt

PESHAWAR (INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Communication and Works
Shakeel Ahmad Khan has re-
signed from his position, citing
disagreements with the Chief
Minister and allegations of cor-
ruption within the provincial
government.

Khan, a PTI MPA, sub-
mitted his resignation to Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur,
expressing his dissatisfaction
with the current

compromising the party’s core
principles and promises. He
claimed that the government
had deviated from its original
stance, and that poor gover-
nance and corruption had un-
dermined the party’s mani-
festo.

Khan had previously ac-
cused the Chief Minister of in-
terfering in his ministry and hin-
dering his ability to work ef-
fectively due to rampant cor-

He stated that his differences
with the Chief Minister were
based on principles, but main-
tained his loyalty to PTI. He
also declared his willingness to
be held accountable on all plat-
forms.

Khan accused the Chief
Minister of operating under
someone else’s direction and

ruption and
the province. He vowed to con-
tinue raising his voice against
corruption and bad gover-
nance.

Sources indicate that
Khan had also raised concerns
about corruption within the
Chief Minister’s cabinet, lead-
ing to the formation of a com-
mittee to investigate corruption

B

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Khan reportedly had disagree-
ments with other cabinet mem-
bers and had previously ex-
pressed his dissatisfaction with

former  Chief Minister
Mahmood Khan.
Sources suggest that Chief

Minister Ali Amin Gandapur
was considering a cabinet re-
shuffle and had reportedly
planned to remove Khan from
his position. However, Khan
pre-empted this move by sub-
mitting his resignation.

The provincial govern-

ment, however, claims that |

Khan was removed based on
a report from a committee
formed by PTI Chairman
Imran Khan. A summary rec-
ommending Khan’s removal
from the ministry has been sent
to the Governor for approval.

Pakistan refrains foreign govts from
interfering in internal affairs

ISLAMABAD (INP): Foreign
Office Spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch Friday said that
foreign governments should
refrain from interfering in
Pakistan's internal affairs.

The spokesperson of the
Foreign Office stated in the
weekly briefing that no infor-
mation has been provided by
the US government regarding
Asif Merchant. Pakistan is
waiting for it.

She added that the people
of Bangladesh can solve their
problems, but Pakistan is wor-
ried about the situation in the
Middle East.

Mumtaz Zahra further
said that Iran has every right
to defend itself. Israel should
be held accountable for such
actions.

The spokesperson of the
Foreign Office also stated that

Israel's humanitarian atrocities
v

ISLAMBAD: Barakat Jameel, Deputy General Secretary Muslim League-N Gilgit Balistan and former
Parliamentary Secretary is holding a press conference at National Press Club (NPC).

are continuing in Gaza. 40,000
innocent civilians have been
killed in Gaza so far. Pakistan
condemns the ongoing Isracli
atrocities in Gaza. Isracl should
be held accountable for the
genocide in Gaza.

She continued to say that
Indian atrocities are continuing
in Occupied Kashmir, Pakistan
condemns the martyrdom of
four Kashmiris in Occupied
Kashmir. United Nations
should take notice of human
rights violations in Occupied
Kashmir.

Mumtaz Zahra said that
Pakistan has signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Iraqi govern-
ment regardmg arrangements
for pilgrims.

Ta]kmg about the health
issues, the spokesperson
stated: “We have seen the
‘World Health Organization

(WHO) advisory on
monkeypox, the Ministry of
National Health can only give
a formal response in this re-
gard

The spokesperson of the
Foreign Office added that
there are active diplomatic mis-
sions of Pakistan and Afghani-
stan and there are high-speed
contacts in all areas of mutual
relations between the two. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
changed the visa guidelines for
officials of the National As-
sembly Secretariat and Senate
Secretariat. It is to discourage
the misuse of the visa policy.

He also said that Pakistan
is presiding over the Council of
Heads of State of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO), and the process of en-
suring the participation of the
participating governments in
the SCO meeting is ongoing.

[ISLAMABAD: Director of Agha Khan Foundation for Economi Devkelopment Sultan Ali Allana called|
on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

CDA Chairman reviews ongoing plantation
drive, beautification plan

ISLAMABAD (INP): Chair-
man of Capital Development
Authority Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, on Friday, in a
mcumg reviewed the ongoing

and beau-

free plants is also underway.

and landscaping experts will be
for ificati

Ited

¢ Chairman
the importance ofinvolving the
business community and civil
society to makc the drive more

tification plan for Islamabad.

The meeting outlined the
steps taken so far and the fu-
ture plans to make Islamabad
a more eco-friendly and beau-
tiful city.

As part of the plantation
drive, free saplings are being
distributed to citizens through
stalls set up in various centers,
markets, and parks. Addition-
ally, door-to-door distribution of

To ensure effective imple-
mentation, the city will be di-
vided into four zones, with con-
cerned officers and staff re-
sponsible for landscaping and
beautification work in each
zone.

The corporate sector is
also expected to play a signifi-
cant role in making Islamabad
eco-friendly and
beautiful.R hi

and upliftment of Islamabad.

The plan includes beauti-
fying interchanges, flyovers,
loops, and highways, as well as
planting fruit trees on medians
and green belts along roads.
Inspiration will be drawn from
other cities’

horticulture, and adequate
lighting arrangements will be
made along flyovers and
bridges.

With this comprehensive
plan, Islamabad is set to be-
come a model city for beauty

and

Modernization of railway system crucial for
ensuring long-term well-being: Senate body

ISLAMABAD, Aug 16 (INP): The
Senate Committee on Railways
emphasized on Thursday that the
modernization and enhancement
of the railway system are crucial
for ensuring the long-term well-
being and prosperity of the na-
tion.

The Committee’s meeting
was chaired by Senator Jam
Saifullah Khan.

During the session, the Com-
mittee discussed measures to
control corruption within the rail-
way system and inquired about
the number of officials held re-
sponsible or penalized for corrup-
tion charges over the past five

TS,

Senator Shahadat Awan sug-
gested that the Ministry of Rail-
ways provide comprehensive de-
ails regarding instances of fraud
within the department. He further
argued that attributing the entire
loss to pension issues is not jus-
tifiable.

Senator Jam Saifullah Khan,
Chairman of the Committee, rec-
ommended that the Ministry de-
liver a detailed briefing on the is-
sues raised by Senator Shahadat
Awan, particularly concerning
theft, corruption, monetary
losses, and the actions taken
against the perpetrators.

The Secretary of the Minis-
try of Railways informed the Com-
mittee that there is a clear direc-
tive of zero tolerance for corrup-
tion. He added that the Ministry
is prepared to scrutinize matters
as extensively as this august
house deems necessary.

He emphasized that the Min-
istrywill thoroughly review audit
reports, guided by the
Committee’s direction, and as-
sured the Committee that all deci-
sions will be made in strict accor-
dance with rules and regulations.

The Committee members also
engaged in an in-depth discus-
sion on the ML-1 Project. Senior

officials provided a briefing on
the project’s operations, key mile-
stones, and the status of existing
railway lines.

Senator Kamil Ali Agha in-
quired about the cessation of rail-
way tracks following recent
floods. It was reported that de-
spite the complications caused by
the floods, the ML-1 design is
structured with environmental re-
silience in mind. Officials asserted
that the project is transformational
for the Railways.

Senator Jam Saifullah Khan
recommended that the Ministry
ensure the loan for this project is
cost-effective and results in re-
duced travel time, as well as posi-
tive environmental impacts.

Inresponse, the Secretary re-
iterated that the project is indeed
cost-effective and includes favor-
able conditions for loan repay-
ment. He also mentioned that pri-
vate-sector investment is being
sought for the project.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister coordinator on health Dr MukhmrAhmed Bharath Chaired high level|

[meeting regarding M pox today in ministry health.

NAROWAL (INP): Flood alert has
been sounded in many cities of
the country as the weather pun-
dits predicted another surge in
rain with India as usual playing
the spoiler.

Provincial Disaster Manage-
‘ment Authority (PDMA) in Punjab
warned of high flood lever in River
Chenab during next 24 hours af-
ter India released water in the

river without any prior infor-
mation. There was alsoa low-level
flood in River Ravi at Justar and
Shahdra near Lahore. The Rescue
and district administrations were
also on alert in Narowal,
Shakargarh and other Punjab cit-
ies.

The heavy rains have al-
ready wreaked havoc in several
KP cities particularly in Khyber
District where two people have
died, several houses collapsed,
crops damaged and a number of
cattle were dead. National Emer-
gencies Operation Centre (NEOC)
has stated that more monsoon
rains are expected in DG Khan
Division over next 48 hours.

The hill torrents and local
nullahs of DG Khan Division are
likely to experience medium to

Flood alert sounded as rain rage predicted
across country

high level of flash flooding which
'may result in damage to infrastruc-
ture. All villages/towns or settle-
ments near nullahs, especially
along the flood plain, can be af-
fected by increased flows. The
public has been advised to stay
informed by keeping track of
weather updates and alerts.
NDMA has issued instruc-
tions to all relevant departments
to take necessary precautions to
mitigate the possible effects of
flooding and extreme weather.
Indus River System Author-
ity (IRSA) on Friday released
489,500 cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of 555,900
cusecs. According to the data
released by IRSA, water level
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was
1549.00 feet and was 151.00 feet
higher than its dead level of 1,398
feet. Water inflow an
outflow in the dam was re-
corded as 313,000 cusecs and
283,500 cusecs respectively.
The water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam was
1212.30 feet, which was 164.30 feet
higher than its dead level of 1,050
feet. The inflow and outflow of
water was recorded 46,900 cusecs

and 10,000 cusecs respectively.

The release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu and
Sukkur was recorded as 309,800,
324,500, 385,600 and 350,000
cusecs respectively. Similarly,
from River Kabul, a fotal of 58,300
cusecs of water released at
Nowshera and 119,900 cusecs re-
leased from River Chenab at
Marala.

The National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA) on
Friday informed Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif that the foreign
tourists in the flash flood-hit
Astore area were safe and away
from the affected area.

The prime minister had di-
rected the NDMA to ensure the
safety of the tourists and protect
the locals from any troublesome
situation.

In areport submitted to him,
the NDMA informed the prime
minister that the Authority took
immediate action on his direction
to protect the foreign tourists in
the flood-affected area.

It was told that two Italian
and an Argentinian tourist were
on safe and at a distant location
from the affected area.




