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Balochistan CM Rewards Brave Driver for
Saving Family in Qila Abdullah Flood

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

The brave driver Mohibullah making tooth and nail efforts to rescue the family inside
the white car. Photo grabbed from a video on social media

1,400 Cases of Diarrhea Reported in
Chaman, Balochistan

Sardar Muhammad Khondai, Manan Mandohail, News Desk:

CHAMAN, QUETTA: A severe
outbreak of diarrhea has hit
Chaman in Balochistan, with
around 1,400 cases reported in
the region. Health officials are
keeping a close watch on the
situation amid concerns that it
may be cholera. Most of the
affected individuals, primarily
children, have been admitted
to the district headquarters
hospital in Chaman for treat-
ment.

An emergency has been declared
at the hospital to ensure ad-
equate medical care for the pa-
tients. The surge in diarrhea
cases has prompted Chief Jus-
tice of the Balochistan High
Court (BHC), Mr. Justice
Hashim Khan Kakar, to take
notice of the situation.

Director General Health Services
Balochistan, Dr. Amin Khan
Mandokhail, visited the area to
inspect the medical facilities at
Civil Hospital, PPHI, and the

Merck Center. During his visit,
Dr. Mandokhail confirmed that
there have been no confirmed
cases of cholera so far. Samples
from suspected cases have
been sent to the National In-
stitute of Health in Islamabad
and Karachi for further analy-
sis.

The Balochistan government as-
signed Mr. Mandokhail to visit
Chaman, assess the situation,
and then submit a detailed re-
port to the Chief Justice of the
Balochistan High Court.

“I will be submitting this report to
the honorable Chief Justice of
the BHC,” Mr. Mandokhail
stated.

“Rapid testing kits indicated a
potential cholera outbreak, but
these results are not conclu-
sive,” Dr. Mandokhail ex-
plained. To ensure the reliabil-
ity of the diagnosis, six samples
have also been sent to  BMC
Quetta’s lab for cross-verifica-

tion. Additionally, three sus-
pected cholera cases have
been forwarded to Karachi for
final testing.

Dr. Mandokhail also noted that
while the situation in Chaman
city is alarming, no cases have
been reported from the sur-
rounding areas. The final re-
sults of the samples are ex-
pected within three days,
which will clarify whether chol-
era is the cause of the out-
break.

Health experts in Chaman have
identified contaminated water
as the primary cause of the es-
calating diarrhea cases. The
majority of the patients are
women and children. In re-
sponse to the outbreak, the
Balochistan health department
has declared an emergency in
the district. However, there
have been no confirmed re-
ports of cholera in the area, de-
spite earlier concerns.

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A
Roadmap for Sustainable Development
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Restoring Quetta to Its
Former Glory

Balochistan’s Right to Information
Act Remains Unimplemented After

Three Years
Syed Ali Shah:

Quetta – Despite the passage of
the Right to Information (RTI)
Act in February 2021, the
Balochistan government has
yet to establish an information
commission, leaving a crucial
law unenforced and hindering
transparency in the province.

This delay, now stretching into its
third year.

Highlights the ongoing chal-
lenges in ensuring citizens’ ac-
cess to information—a funda-
mental right designed to pro-
mote good governance and ac-
countability.

At a recent seminar, experts ex-
pressed deep concern over the
lack of progress, noting that
while other provinces moved
swiftly to establish their com-
missions, Balochistan lags be-
hind.

This is particularly concerning
given that Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti frequently em-
phasizes the importance of
good governance, with the RTI
commission being a critical
component in achieving that
goal.

The absence of an operational
commission in the province
raises serious questions about
the government’s commitment
to transparency.

Participants at the seminar dis-
cussed the importance of the
RTI law and emphasized that
without an active commission,
the law remains ineffective,
depriving citizens of their right
to obtain information on gov-
ernment activities.

 The discussion also underscored
the need for civil society and
media to increase pressure on
the government to fulfill its ob-
ligations under the RTI Act.

The delay in Balochistan con-
trasts sharply with the situa-
tion in other provinces, where
commissions were established
but have yet to demonstrate
their effectiveness.

This further exacerbates concerns
about governance and the will-
ingness of authorities to up-
hold the principles of transpar-

ency and accountability.
As Balochistan continues to face

significant governance chal-
lenges, the lack of a function-
ing information commission
underscores the urgent need
for action.

The government must prioritize
the establishment of this com-
mission to ensure that the RTI
law serves its intended pur-
pose of improving governance
and empowering citizens.

CHAMAN: Balochistan
Chief Minister, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has praised the brav-
ery of a driver who rescued
a family trapped in a flood
relay in Qila Abdullah.

The Chief Minister announced
a cash reward and a cer-
tificate of appreciation for
the driver,  who acted
swiftly to save the lives of

women and children caught
in the floodwaters.

“The driver has set a fine ex-
ample of service to the
people by showing remark-
able courage,”

said CM Bugti. “Those who
serve society selflessly are
our real heroes.” The Chief
Minister ’s recognition
comes as a testament to the

importance of individual
acts of bravery in times of
crisis, highlighting the sig-
nificance of community ser-
vice and the value of quick
thinking in emergency situ-
ations.  The driver’s actions
not only saved lives but also
underscored the vital role of
ordinary citizens in safe-
guarding their communities.

Good news for agri, power sectors:
Tarbela reaches full capacity

Continued to page 3

Monsoon Rains Devastate
Balochistan: 19 Dead,
Thousands Affected

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Intense monsoon rains
have resulted in the deaths of
at least 19 people, with 11 oth-
ers injured, and have disrupted
the lives of more than 3,000 resi-
dents across Balochistan, as
the downpours continued on
Monday, according to the Pro-
vincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA).

The monsoon season, which typi-
cally runs from June to Septem-
ber, plays a vital role in replen-
ishing water supplies and sup-
porting agricultural activities.
However, these rains also bring
significant risks, often causing
severe weather-related issues.

Experts warn that climate change
is exacerbating the intensity
and frequency of such events.

The PDMA’s latest data reveals
that since the monsoon began
on July 1, 19 people have lost
their lives, 11 have been injured,
and 3,031 individuals have
been affected. The heavy rains
have also led to substantial
damage to infrastructure, with
433 homes reported as either

partially or completely de-
stroyed.

Yunus Mengal, a representative
of the PDMA, reported to the
media that 16 districts in
Balochistan have been affected
by the recent rain spells. He
mentioned that relief efforts are
underway to assist the affected
communities.

“Balochistan has faced two se-
vere monsoon rain spells since
July 1,” Mengal stated.

Given the extensive damage, the
provincial government of
Balochistan has declared emer-
gencies in several union coun-
cils in the districts of Kalat,
Ziarat, Awaran, Kachhi, Loralai,
Sohbatpur, and Lasbela, offi-
cially designating them as di-
saster-hit areas.

Kalat recorded the highest rain-
fall, with over 48 millimeters, fol-
lowed by Usta Muhammad with
34mm, and Sibbi with 21mm.
Quetta and Khuzdar each re-
corded 10mm of rain, while
Zhob and Chaman each saw
9mm.

File photo: Chashma Achozai bridge Quetta was
washed away by floods: Photo Ismail Khan

Hafiz Naeem urges
nationwide reduction

in power tariffs
 instead of limiting

relief to Punjab
NEWS DESK: Ameer of

Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan, Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman, has called for
a reduction in the basic electric-
ity tariff across the entire
country, rather than limiting
relief to Punjab.

He demanded this during a
press conference in Karachi on
Monday, emphasising that the
proposed Rs14 per unit reduc-
tion for two months in Punjab
should be extended nationwide.

Rehman criticised the heavy
burden placed on the public by
Independent Power Producers
(IPPs), attributing the blame to
successive governments,
including those led by the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), Pakistan Muslim
League-Quaid (PML-Q), and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

He stated that the public
could no longer bear the
excessive capacity charges
imposed by these agreements.

He warned that if the
government failed to honour the
agreement made with JI to
provide relief to the people, the
party would initiate long
marches towards Islamabad from
across the country.

He also announced a
nationwide shutter-down strike
on August 28.

Addressing the broader
economic issues, Rehman said
that the government's flawed
policies have led to the closure
of industries across the country,
causing significant distress
among industrialists and traders.

He pointed out that the
high cost of electricity has
triggered a severe economic
crisis, with shocking revelations
emerging daily about how the
economy was devastated by the
IPP agreements.

He further noted that the
public is still paying for electric-
ity that was neither produced
nor consumed.

Rehman accused K-Electric,
NEPRA, and the government of
forming a "diabolical alliance"
against the people of Karachi,
alleging that every ruling party
has supported K-Electric despite
its outdated plants and high line
losses.
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Materialistic metaphysics
By Ghulam Shabbir:

THIS modern

civilisation, which has
attained for man unprec-
edented power,
progress, and prosper-
ity, has an inherent de-
sign fault that inexorably
leads to crisis after crisis
since it is itself a prod-
uct of violent reaction
against revelation.

Whether we agree
or disagree with the in-
tellectual foundations,
norms, secular ethics
and values of this mod-
ern civilisation, we all are
sharing and are destined
to share its ultimate cri-
sis just as we are shar-
ing i ts fruits.  When
Descartes’ declaration
that “reason can stand
on its own” became the
leitmotif of European

civilisation, pure reason
edged out religion.
Thus, this Enlighten-
ment movement trig-
gered the Scientific
Revolution, whose per-
sistent dynamic impulse
brought about the In-
dustrial Revolution. Na-
scent capitalism facili-
tated this revolution for
its own advantage and
helped spread material-
ism that might be termed
both a boon and bane of
Western modernity. On
the one hand, it brought
unprecedented power
and prosperity to hu-
manity, and on the other
hand it deprived man of
his moral anchor. Now,
the hubris of modern
man was about to un-
leash a mix of construc-
tive and destructive ca-

pabilities. With religion
reduced to a relic of the
past, the advent of can-
nibalistic capitalism — ie,
the emergence of corrupt
socioeconomic struc-
tures with laissez-faire
morality — was a fore-
gone conclusion.
Equipped with the faculty
of creative knowledge
man was destined to
master the laws and
forces of nature. But mas-
tering that ‘mastery’
which comes into the
purview of revelation was
beyond his ken. What
could religion do to rein
in man’s lust for power
and self-
aggrandisement? A study
of civilisations shows
that shorn of morality,
man could be the most
dangerous species on

earth. His self-destruc-
tive genius puts the sur-
vival of the world and life
in it at stake. Life on
earth has witnessed ex-
tinction five times, the
fifth time about 60 mil-
lion years ago. Now we
must consider of what
consequence terribly ex-
cessive carbon emis-
sions and destructive
nuclear arsenals are and
what havoc they are
about to wreak on our
planet. Noam Chomsky
says: “Nuclear arsenals
and climate change are
an ample testimony to
the fact that man is an
evolutionary error.” His
remark echoes a striking
similarity with the divine
judgement at the time of
creation. “Indeed, we
offered the Trust to the

heavens and the earth
and the mountains, and
they declined to bear it
and feared it; but man
[undertook to] bear it.
Indeed, he was unjust
and ignorant” (33:72).
Shorn of morality, man
could be the most dan-
gerous species. This
“Trust” is bestowal of
faculty of reason and
volition on man to estab-
lish a just moral social
world order. The Quran
invites people of the
book, ie, Jews and Chris-
tians (3:64) to share this
responsibility. Hence,
today we are “reaping”
what was laid down in
the intellectual founda-
tions of the European
Renaissance, Christian
Reformation Movement
and Peace of

Westphalia, which alien-
ated religion from the
socioeconomic and po-
litical spheres. The ethi-
cal hollowness of mod-
ern man has rendered his
vision myopic and priori-
ties so warped and dis-
torted that rudderless in
the sea of unquenchable
desires, he is probing in
the dark. Man is zeroing
in on Mars while the af-
fairs of the earth are be-
coming ever more com-
plicated and danger-
ously intractable. Pure
intellect has success-
fully defeated the moral
purpose of life, turning
modern man’s
endeavours and achieve-
ments into
Frankenstein’s monster.
So, be it the rapid dete-
rioration and decompo-

sition of man’s social life
and/ or ecological disas-
ters, both are the out-
come of the corrupt
socioecon-omic struc-
tures ba--sed on materi-
alistic metaphysics.

The Quran offers
man a complete
pro--gramme for self-
re-cti tude which is
su--fficient to save our
civilisation. The plight of
man at the advent of Is-
lam, as portrayed in vivid
imagery in the Quran,
was highlighted thus:
“Corruption has ap-
peared on land and in
the sea as an outcome of
what men’s hands have
wrought” (30:41).

Nuclear arsenals
and climate challenges
are the outcome of what
modern man’s hands

have wrought due to his
unbridled acquisitive-
ness, self-
aggrandisement and mili-
tary-cum-cultural and
epistemological hege-
monies, with corrupt so-
cioeconomic structures
their main props. The
panacea for all these
maladies lies in the re-
turn of religion to socio-
economic and political
affairs of the globe.

At the time of cre-
ation, God set a chal-
lenge to man that the
equality which all people
share in the eyes of God
should reflect in the so-
cioeconomic and politi-
cal order. Failure to live
up to the challenge is not
only of Muslims; it is, in
fact, the failure of entire
mankind.

Binding Israel
By Abid Rizvi:

MORE than five

months into Israel’s
pogrom against Pales-
tinians, the UN Secu-
rity Council finally
adopted Resolution
2728/2024. The reso-
lution, proposed by the
10 non-permanent
members of the
UNSC (E10), re-
ceived unanimous as-
sent with one absten-
tion by the US —
Israel’s staunchest ally
and a permanent mem-
ber of the UNSC (P5)
— and comes after
four prior attempts at
its passage, three of
which were vetoed by
the US itself and one
by China and Russia.
While the resolution’s
passage is a positive
step, much like with
the provisional orders
issued by the Interna-
tional Court of Justice
earlier this year, ex-
pectations must be
tempered; neither the
resolution nor indeed
the ICJ’s provisional
orders offer a pana-
cea for the ongoing
slaughter of Palestin-
ian civilians, the death
toll for whom has cred-
ibly exceeded 30,000.
The resolution does,
nonetheless, represent
a watershed in inter-
national law and diplo-
macy as they intersect
with Israel’s pogrom
against Palestine. It
must first be
emphasised that the
resolution itself limits
the ceasefire to the
month of Ramazan,
which is likely to end
around April 10. Thus,
even were Israel to
immediately comply
and cease hostilities,
this would only yield a
fortnight’s reprieve for
Gazans before the
likely resumption of

bloodshed. Such a
brief cessation of hos-
tilities would render
relief efforts incredibly
difficult and arguably
have little impact on
the unfolding humani-
tarian catastrophe in
Gaza. Immediately af-
ter the resolution’s
passage, efforts were
made to downplay its
significance, with spin
doctors attempting to
frame the resolution as
“non-binding”, and
thus having no further
legal effect than the
numerous UN Gen-
eral Assembly resolu-
tions on the matter.
This characterisation
is, however, inconsis-
tent with the principles
of statutory interpre-
tation applicable to in-
ternational legal in-
struments, including
resolutions of the
UNSC. Neither the
UN resolution nor the
ICJ’s provisional or-
ders offer a panacea
for the ongoing
slaughter of Palestin-
ian civilians. The UN
Charter establishes
the UNSC, lays out its
powers, and delin-
eates how the UNSC
exercises those pow-
ers. The most overt of
these powers can be
found in Chapter VII
of the Charter, which
relates to the mainte-
nance of international
peace and security.
Under this chapter, the
UNSC is empowered
to take any action —
including military — in
order to “give effect to
its decisions”; as such,
UNSC resolutions is-
sued under this chap-
ter are generally bind-
ing in nature. In this
context, it is critical to
note that Resolution
2728 was not issued
under Chapter VII, but

instead, in exercise of
the UNSC’s general
powers under and
“guided by the pur-
poses and principles of
the Charter of the
United Nations”.

Proponents of the
non-binding nature of
Resolution 2728 cite
prior UNSC resolu-
tions where the text of
the resolution clearly
identifies the UNSC’s
reliance on its Chapter
VII powers. At best,
this is a myopic read-
ing of such instruments,
as pursuant to Article
25 of the UN Charter,
“Members of the
United Nations agree
to accept and carry out
the decisions of the
Security Council in ac-
cordance with the
present Charter”.
Thus, focusing exclu-
sively on the UNSC’s
Chapter VII powers
misses the forest for
the trees, as the Char-
ter itself obliges UN
members to comply
with UNSC decisions,
such as Resolution
2728. As described by
the ICJ in its advisory
opinion on South West
Africa, “[a]rticle 25 is
not confined to deci-
sions in regard to en-
forcement action but
applies to ‘the deci-
sions of the Security
Council’ adopted in ac-
cordance with the
Charter. Moreover, that
Article is placed, not in
Chapter VII, but im-
mediately after Article
24 in that part of the
Charter which deals
with the functions and
powers of the Security
Council. If Article 25
had reference solely to
decisions of the Secu-
rity Council concerning
enforcement action
under Articles 41 and
42 of the Charter.

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for
 Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Kakar:

Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alarming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment,
and infant and maternal
mortality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment. The unmatched
policies and irrelevant
development strategies,
along with poor gover-
nance, have resulted in
extreme underdevelop-
ment of the province.
Though the bleak pic-
ture of the province is
noticeable to all deci-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
ing critical poverty lev-
els in red, Balochistan’s
political and intellectual
spheres remain sharply
divided.

Balochistan’s
Political And
Intellectual
Spheres Di-

vided
Amidst the current

devastating scenario in
the province,
Balochistan’s political
and intellectual spheres
are sharply divided.
Supporters of the latter
viewpoint draw upon
global examples of suc-
cessful development
strategies, particularly
the establishment of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in various na-
tions.

Learning from glo-
bal case studies, the po-
tential of Balochistan as
a resource-rich province
with vast ecological and
topographic diversity,
coupled with its strate-
gic location, warrants a
paradigm shift towards
infrastructure develop-
ment and economic
growth. It is evident that
uplifting the economic
status of the populace
will pave the way for the

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help
approaches. Failure to
adapt to this evolving
development approach
over the past 70 years
serves as a stark re-
minder of the need for
change.

Potentials of
the Province
Ensure the
Success of

SEZ
Balochistan, often

referred to as the “fruit
basket” of Pakistan,
stands out as a resource-
rich province boasting
the largest landscape
and the longest coast-
line spanning 770 kilome-
ters. Despite its un-
tapped wealth in various
minerals, Balochistan re-
mains underdeveloped.
Its diverse ecological
and topographic zones
allow for the experience
of different seasons si-
multaneously, with in-
habitants enjoying both
the coldest and hottest
regions in the province
within one division.

Deng Xiaoping was
impressed by the unbe-
lievable emergence of
development in
Singapore quoted once
that when visited Lee
Kuan and asked how I
can make China as
Singapore and his re-
sponse was to establish
the SEZs and affirmed
the establishment of one
thousand SEZs in China.

The province’s stra-
tegic location grants it
access to two interna-
tional borders with Iran
and Afghanistan. Its rich
resources, including
minerals, natural gas,
agriculture, livestock,
forests, and fisheries,
offer a solid foundation
for intensifying the em-
phasis on Special Eco-

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potentials not
only justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve as a
guarantee of their suc-
cess.

SEZs The Only
Option

Ensuring the full
operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) already identified
commenced in
Balochistan stands out
as the foremost priority
area for intervention. The
establishment of small
and medium-scale indus-
tries within these zones
will not only create em-
ployment opportunities
but also incentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering urbanization.
This industrial growth at
the grassroots level will
facil itate the much-
needed trickle-down ef-
fect,  addressing the
pressing needs of the
populace.

The momentum for
expediting the establish-
ment of industries is be-
ing further strengthened
by the concurrent devel-
opment of private hous-
ing schemes announced
and currently under con-
struction by the real es-
tate dealers. These initia-
tives will compel the
working class to seek
improved living stan-
dards, thereby enhanc-
ing the overall quality of
life in Balochistan.

Urbaniza-
tion promotion
and establish-
ment of new

cities
Addressing the

challenge of scattered
population in
Balochistan is para-
mount to ensure effec-
tive social and infrastruc-

ture development. The
dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit costs
of development and
maintenance of services.
Moreover, it contributes
to the prevailing law and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political insurgencies
and religious terrorism.

To address this
challenge, the establish-
ment of new cities and
towns across the prov-
ince is essential. How-
ever, given the budget-
ary constraints and the
heavy investment re-
quired for establishing
new cities, leveraging
the existing SEZs areas
as new cities presents a
viable solution. The de-
velopment of these
SEZs into fully func-
tional urban centers with
basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
climatic disasters such
as earthquakes, floods,
and droughts, as wit-
nessed in areas like
Ziarat, the Green Belt,
Gider (Kalat), and Pishin.

Transforming SEZs
into new cities not only
addresses the challenge
of scattered population
but also provides a stra-
tegic opportunity to spur
economic growth and
development in
Balochistan. It facilitates
urbanization, enhances
access to services and
infrastructure, and con-
tributes to stability and
security in the region.
Therefore, prioritizing
the development of
these SEZs into new ur-
ban hubs can be a game-
changer for
Balochistan’s sustain-
able development

agenda.

Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private

sectors
The Government of

Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing on
thematic areas such as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etly dwindling by the ap-
pointment of heads from
junior officials who lack
the influence to navigate
bureaucratic hurdles or
garner support  from
higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges
by not providing an en-
abling environment for
these officials.

To address these is-
sues, it is imperative to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

 These individuals
should possess local
knowledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au-
thorities within the gov-
ernment. This approach
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clout and influence to
drive meaningful
progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles
effectively.

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special  Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming of
Balochistan at the na-
tional level.

Balochistan’s Struggle Against Child Marriage
 Hindered by Lack of Legislation

Chandni Kakar:

A bill aiming to put an

end to child marriage in
Balochistan, Pakistan’s
largest province, has
been lingering for sev-
eral years. Currently,
the province still ad-
heres to a law dating
back to 1929, where
the legal marriage age
for boys is 18 and for
girls is 16. However,
the penalties for break-
ing this law are mini-
mal. Nonetheless, pub-
lic sentiment is shifting
due to efforts to curb
early marriages in other
provinces like Sindh.

An incident in
Balochistan highlighted
the challenges in pre-
venting child mar-
riages. Police were ap-
prehensive, deploying a
significant force when
attempting to intervene.
Upon entering a house
where a wedding was
underway, the women
were initially alarmed
by the presence of the
police, but their fears
subsided when activ-
ists, including Hamida

Noor, approached
them.

Hamida Noor, a
prominent advocate for
women’s rights, re-
counted her involve-
ment in thwarting a
child marriage attempt.
Despite the risk of re-
sistance from the
household and the com-
munity, Hamida and her
team pressed forward.

Hamida explained
that in 2019, amidst
their work on domes-
tic violence cases, they
received a call report-
ing a planned underage
marriage in the Kali
Qambrani area of
Quetta. After confirm-
ing the information,
they approached the
police and decided to
take action despite
warnings about poten-
tial resistance in the
tribal area.

Accompanied by a
female lawyer and an-
other activist, they ap-
proached the local po-
lice station and con-
firmed the ongoing
wedding. Despite fac-

ing initial opposition,
they convinced the po-
lice to raid the cer-
emony.

Upon entering the
wedding venue, they
encountered resistance
from the women
present.

However, they
managed to speak with
the young bride and
confirmed that she was
underage, despite her
initial claim of being 18.

The police were in-
structed to take the girl
to the station, but
Hamida and her team
insisted on detaining the
groom as well. Despite
legal hurdles and the
groom’s subsequent re-
lease on bail, the inci-
dent served as a deter-
rent against further at-
tempts at child mar-
riage.

Legal status of
child marriage issue

The Federal Shariat
Court Islamabad took
suo motu notice of an
incident of child mar-
riage on 21 November
2022. On which the

court had directed the
Balochistan govern-
ment to submit the leg-
islation in this regard
and its draft before the
next appearance.

Then on March
21, 2023, Federal
Shariat Court Chief
Justice Dr. Syed
Muhammad Anwar and
Justice Khadim
Hussain Sheikh heard
the Sumoto case, in
which the court took
notice of the marriage
of a five-year-old girl in
Khuzdar district of
Balochistan.

During the hear-
ing, the government of-
ficials submitted a re-
port in the court that
Balochistan has drafted
a bill under ‘The
Balochistan Child Mar-
riage Probation Act
2021', which will soon
be presented to the
cabinet and passed in
the Balochistan Assem-
bly after getting its ap-
proval. will be submit-
ted for.’

Nasir Baloch, an
official from the social

welfare agency of
Balochistan, confirmed
the submission of the
bill to the court.
Bahram Lahri, an advo-
cate against child mar-
riage, emphasized the
urgency of addressing
the issue, citing its det-
rimental impact on ma-
ternal and child health.

Bahram recounted
the collaborative effort
involved in drafting the
bill, which sets the le-
gal marriage age at 18
for both boys and girls
and imposes stricter
penalties for violations.
He highlighted the in-
clusion of provisions
empowering the police
to intervene and stop
child marriages.

Despite the chal-
lenges, including resis-
tance from traditional
laws and societal
norms, activists like
Hamida Noor and
Bahram Lahri remain
committed to ending
child marriage in
Balochistan through le-
gal reforms and com-
munity engagement.

Restoring Quetta to Its Former Glory
Editorial:

The completion of the  Quetta Solid Waste Management Project in a record
time of just three months stands as a testament to the power of effective
leadership and public-private collaboration. Under the directives of Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, this initiative has set a new standard for
swift and impactful governance. Yet, as we celebrate this achievement, it is
essential to acknowledge the individuals who played a pivotal role in turning
this vision into reality.

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan, the Chief of the Public Private Partnership (PPP)
Balochistan, has emerged as a central figure in this success. His leadership in
navigating the intricate dynamics of the partnership between the municipal
corporation and a private company was instrumental in ensuring the project’s
timely completion. In an era where public projects are often marred by delays
and inefficiencies, Dr. Faisal’s approach offers a blueprint for future endeavors
across the province and the country.

However, the work is far from over. The citizens of Quetta, once affection-
ately known as “Little Paris,” now look forward to seeing their city restored to
its former charm and cleanliness. The success of the Solid Waste Management
Project must be sustained through continued commitment and vigilance. This
means not just maintaining the infrastructure but also fostering a culture of
cleanliness and responsibility among the residents.

The government’s pledge to keep  Quetta clean must be more than just a
statement; it must translate into sustained action. As citizens, we too have a
role to play in this transformation. The vision of a neat and clean Quetta is
within reach, but it will require the collective efforts of both the government
and the people.

As we look ahead, the partnership model championed by Dr. Faisal Ahmed
Khan could serve as a catalyst for other essential services across Balochistan,
including the newly expanded NADRA registration centers and mobile vans.
The commitment shown in these projects is commendable, and with continued
collaboration and dedication, Quetta can indeed reclaim its title as “Little Paris,”
a city of beauty, culture, and cleanliness.
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Indonesian president reshuffles cabinet
weeks before leaving office

UN warns of 'unacceptable' level of violence
against aid workers

Ukraine says destroyed another bridge in
Russia’s Kursk

Groups, fixtures revealed for U19 Women’s
T20 World Cup 2025

DUBAI (INP):  India,
who overcame En-
gland to win the inau-
gural edition of the
ICC U19 Women’s
T20 World Cup, will
come up against hosts
Malaysia, West
Indies, and Sri Lanka
in Group A of the sec-
ond edition of the tour-
nament that will be
held from 18 January
to 2 February 2025.

In Group B, En-
gland are locked in
with neighbours Ire-
land, as well as Paki-
stan, and the USA.

Hosts of the pre-
vious edition South
Africa, along with

New Zealand, new
entrants Samoa, and a
qualifier from Africa
form Group C while
Group D comprises

cricketing power-
house Australia,
Bangladesh, Scotland,
and a qualifier from
Asia.

Each team will
play the other sides in
the round-robin phase,
making for three
games each in the
group stage. The top
three sides from all
four groups will then
progress to the Super
Six stage.

The bottom-
ranked sides from

Groups A and D, and
B and C will contest in
last place play-off on
24 January. The 12
sides in the Super Six
stage are further

divided into two
groups, with the top
three teams from
Groups A and D mak-
ing up Group 1, and
those of Groups B and
C making up Group 2.

In this stage, each
side will carry forward
the points, wins and
NRRs they secured
against fellow Super
Six qualifying sides.
Each side will contest
two fixtures in the Su-
per Six, against oppo-

nents of corresponding
groups that finished at
different group posi-
tions. For example, A1
will face-off against
D2 and D3, and so on.

The top two sides
from each group will
qualify for the semi-fi-
nals, which will be held
on 31 January, with the
final set for 2 Febru-
ary 2025.

The semi-finals
and finals will all be
played at Bayuemas
Oval. If India qualify
for the semi-finals,
they will play Semi-Fi-
nal 2, which will take
place on 31 January at
14:30 local time.

JAKARTA (INP): In-
donesian President
Joko Widodo re-
shuffled his cabinet on
Monday just weeks
before he steps down
in an effort to ease the
transition to his suc-
cessor, Defence Min-
ister Prabowo
Subianto, his office
said.

Widodo — more
popularly known as
Jokowi — will hand
over the reins in Oc-
tober, departing with
sky-high approval rat-
ings over an economic
track record that

delivered consis-
tent growth coming
out of the Covid-19
pandemic.

Jokowi swore in
new ministers for law
and human rights, en-
ergy and mineral re-
sources, and invest-
ment on Monday
morning, as well as a
new head of the food

and drug agency and
chief of the newly cre-
ated national nutrition
agency.

Former invest-
ment minister Bahlil
Lahadalia, a close aide
and vocal supporter of
Jokowi, was appointed
energy and mineral re-
sources minister as the
Indonesian leader fo-
cuses on a drive to
boost nickel output.

Rosan Roeslani,
who was head of
Prabowo’s presidential
campaign, replaced
Bahlil as the country’s
new investment minis-
ter while Supratman
Andi Agtas, a member
of Prabowo’s
Gerindra party, be-
came Minister of Law
and Human Rights.

“The appoint-
ments of these minis-
ters… and agency
heads are necessary to
facilitate a smooth, or-
derly, and effective

government transi-
tion,” coordinator of
the president’s special
staff, Ari Dwipayana,
said in a statement.

The national nutri-
tion agency has been
created to help
Prabowo’s key cam-
paign pledge — a
multib illion-dollar
pledge to give school-
children free meals.

Yunarto Wijaya,
executive director at
research institute
Charta Politika, said
the new ministers
were “Prabowo’s
people”, approved by
Jokowi.

“There are likely
political undertones,
besides the transition
purpose,” he said.

Jokowi, raised in a
bamboo shack in a riv-
erside slum on
Indonesia’s biggest is-
land of Java, last week
hailed his
government’s record

on the economy, de-
velopment and infra-
structure building in his
final state of the nation
address.

The Indonesian
leader has served the
maximum two terms
for a decade in power
after beating Prabowo
twice, in 2014 and 2019
elections.

Prabowo won
with Jokowi’s eldest
son running as his vice
presidential candidate,
which courted accusa-
tions of nepotism.

The defence chief
soared in polls with the
support of Jokowi and
his offspring, as well
as pledging to carry on
the popular economic
policies. But a key
legacy project of
Jokowi — a $32-billion
planned future capital
on Borneo island —
remains mired in con-
struction delays and
funding problems.

UNITED NATIONS
(INP): The United Na-
tions on Monday con-
demned the "unaccept-
able" level of violence
becoming commonplace
against humanitarian
workers, a record 280 of
whom were killed world-
wide in 2023.

And it warned that
the Israel-Hamas war in
Gaza is potentially fuel-
ing even higher num-
bers of such deaths this
year. "The normalization
of violence against aid
workers and the lack of
accountability are unac-
ceptable, unconscio-
nable and enormously
harmful for aid opera-
tions everywhere,"
Joyce Msuya, acting di-
rector of the UN's Office
for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA), said in a state-
ment on World Humani-
tarian Day.

"With 280 aid work-
ers killed in 33 countries
last year, 2023 marked the
deadliest year on record
for the global humanitar-
ian community," a 137
percent increase over
2022, when 118 aid work-
ers died, OCHA said in
the statement.

It cited the Aid
Worker Security Data-
base which has tracked
such figures back to 1997.

The UN said more
than half of the deaths in
2023, or 163, were aid
workers killed in Gaza
during the first three
months of the war be-
tween Israel and Hamas,
mainly in air strikes.

South Sudan,
wracked by civil strife,
and Sudan, where a war
between two rival gener-
als has been raging since
April 2023, are the next
deadliest conflicts for
humanitarians, with 34

and 25 deaths respec-
tively. Also in the top 10
are Israel and Syria, with
seven deaths each;
Ethiopia and Ukraine,
with six deaths each;
Somalia at five fatalities;
and four deaths both in
Myanmar and the Demo-
cratic Republic of
Congo. In all the con-
flicts, most of the deaths
are among local staff.

Despite 2023's "out-
rageously high number"
of aid worker fatalities,
OCHA said 2024 "may
be on track for an even
deadlier outcome."

As of August 9, 176
aid workers have been
killed worldwide, accord-
ing to the Aid Worker
Security Database.

Since October,
when Hamas-led mili-
tants launched a deadly
raid into Israel, trigger-
ing the war, more than
280 aid workers have

been killed in Gaza, the
majority of them employ-
ees of the UN agency for
Palestinian refugees, ac-
cording to OCHA.

Against this back-
drop, the leaders of mul-
tiple humanitarian orga-
nizations were to send a
letter Monday to UN
member states calling for
the international commu-
nity "to end attacks on
civilians, protect all aid
workers, and hold perpe-
trators to account."

Each year the
United Nations marks
World Humanitarian Day
on August 19, the anni-
versary of the 2003 attack
on its Baghdad head-
quarters. The bombing
killed 22 people includ-
ing Sergio Vieira de
Mello, the UN special
representative to Iraq,
and injured some 150 lo-
cal and foreign aid work-
ers.

KURSK (INP):  Ukrai-
nian air forces destroyed
another strategic bridge
over the Seym River in
Russia’s Kursk region,
limiting the supply ca-
pacity of a Russian
group opposing the
Ukrainian advance,
Ukraine’s commander
said.

Kyiv said it  had
seized more than 80
settlements over 1,150
square km (444 square
miles) in Kursk since
launching a surprise
strike across the border
on Aug.  6, the biggest
invasion of Russia since
World War Two.

“Kursk direction.

Minus one more bridge!
Ukrainian Air Force avia-
tion continues to deprive
the enemy of logistical
capabilities with preci-
sion airstrikes, which sig-
nificantly affects the
course of hostilities,”
Mykola Oleshchuk said
on the Telegram messag-
ing app.

He posted a video
showing a growing cloud
from an explosion on a
bridge and one of its sec-
tions destroyed.

Reuters could not in-
dependently confirm the
destruction of the bridge
or the situation on the
battlefield in Kursk.

Reuters was able to

confirm the location of
the bridge in
Oleshchuk’s video as in
the village of Zvannoye
in the Kursk region.
Reuters was not able to
independently verify the
date when the video was
filmed. There was no im-
mediate response from
Moscow officials to
Ukraine’s reports. Some
Russian military
bloggers, including the
prominent War Gonzo
project, reported that
there was a Ukraine’s at-
tack on Sunday on the
bridge in Zvannoye.

A Russian military
blogger close to the de-
fence ministry who goes

by the name “Rybar”
said on the Telegram
messaging app that the
bridge was heavily dam-
aged, but did not col-
lapse and can be used
by pedestrians and – in
some cases – light ve-
hicles.

The bridge was the
second attacked by
Ukraine since Friday.

Earlier, military ana-
lysts said there were
three bridges in the area
of the Ukrainian army’s
offensive through which
Russia supplies its
forces and that two of
them have been either
destroyed or seriously
damaged.

Good news for agri, power sectors: Tarbela
reaches full capacity

TARBELA (INP): In a
significant develop-
ment for Pakistan’s
water and power sec-
tors, Tarbela Dam has
been filled to its maxi-
mum capacity, with
water levels reaching
1,550 feet.

This marks the
second consecutive
year that the dam has
been fully filled, stor-
ing over 5.8 million
acre-feet (MAF) of
water.

The Water and
Power Development
Authority (WAPDA)
announced that with
the dam now at full
capacity, there is no

room for additional wa-
ter storage. As a result,
spillway gates have
been opened to manage
the overflow.

WAPDA is ex-
pected to make an offi-
cial announcement re-
garding the dam's sta-
tus later today.

The completion of
Tarbela Dam for the
second year in a row is
being hailed as a major
success, particularly for
the agricultural and en-
ergy sectors. The
stored water will be
used for irrigation pur-
poses across the coun-
try, ensuring that agri-
cultural activities remain

uninterrupted during
the upcoming seasons.

Additionally, the
dam will continue to
generate hydroelectric
power, contributing to
the stability of the na-
tional grid.

On the other hand,
over the past 10 years,
Pakistan’s oil and gas
production has wit-
nessed a significant de-
cline instead of the an-
ticipated growth, a
situation attributed to
political instability, se-
curity concerns, and a
persistent lack of in-
vestment in exploration
and development.

Due to the reasons

mentioned above, large
reserves have not been
discovered over the last
decade.

According to data
provided by the Paki-
stan Petroleum Infor-
mation Service (PPIS),
the country’s crude oil
production has fallen
drastically since 2015.
Back then, the daily
production stood at
94,500 barrels. How-
ever, by 2024, it had
decreased to just
70,500 barrels per day.
This shows a stagger-
ing decline in petrol pro-
duction of 24,000 bar-
rels per day over the
last decade.

QUETTA: Ms.Yasmeen and Zareena of Muslim League-N Sabi are meeting with Governor Balochistan
Sheikh Jafar Khan Mandokhail.

QUETTA: Director General PDMA Jahanzaib Baloch presenting sonner to the transferred Deputy
Commissioner Capt (R) Jumadad Khan Mandokhail in recognition of his services.

QUETTA: Member of Provincial Assembly Zamrak Khan Achakzai  is meeting with Interior Minister
Balochistan  Mir Ziaullah Longo.

State-of-the-art facilities at JPMC gift of
Sindh govt for masses: Bilawal

KARACHI (INP): Chair-
man Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has said
that the new state-of-
the-art facilities at Jinnah
Postgraduate Medical
Centre (JPMC) would
provide substantive re-
lief to people of Sindh,
including Karachi

He said, “It is defi-
nitely a gift of Sindh
government to the
people and will prove to
be as another milestone
in healthcare sector.”

The newly inaugu-
rated units of JPMC in-
clude the 120-bed De-
partment of Psychiatry
and Behavioral Sci-
ences, the 110-bed De-
partment of Neurology
and Stroke Unit, and the
c u t t i n g - e d g e
CyberKnife S7-FIM,
continuing the Sindh
province’s commitment
to providing quality and
free healthcare services
to people. Bilawal Bhutto
addressing the inaugu-
ral ceremony at JPMC
said that the standard
hospitals were located in
Sindh province and
added that Jinnah Post-
graduate Medical Centre
(JPMC), National Insti-
tute of Cardiovascular
Diseases (NICVD), and
National Institute of
Child Health (NICH) rep-
resented top healthcare
institutions in the coun-
try. He said that these
three institutions stood
as a beacon of hope and
termed these as exem-
plary models of good
governance and suc-
cessful public-private
partnerships by the pro-

vincial government.
The PPP Chairman

said this showed that
how effectively the prov-
ince had managed its in-
stitutions in the post-18th
Constitutional Amend-
ment. “You may have
heard criticisms suggest-
ing that the Sindh gov-
ernment does nothing or
that we don’t undertake
mega projects. But ac-
tions speak louder than
words,” he added.

He emphasized that
after the devolution of
powers from the Center,
the PPP-led provincial
government had estab-
lished one of the world’s
largest heart hospitals,
NICVD, besides offering
free treatment to patients.
Furthermore, NICH was
providing free healthcare
services to children, he
added. Bilawl Bhutto
mentioned that JPMC’s
CyberKnife machine,
used for cancer treat-
ment, was available in
only a handful of coun-
tries worldwide.  He
pointed out that while
cancer treatment using
this machine abroad had
a cost of over a thousand
dollars, JPMC offered the
same treatment for free,
surely an unprecedented
facility in the world.

He also highlighted
that the Royal College of
Radiology had ranked
JPMC’s cancer treatment
department among the
top ten in the world. He
commended the contri-
bution of Sindh’s busi-
ness community for
partnering with the pro-
vincial government in
providing free healthcare

services and recognized
them as leaders in char-
ity work across the
country.  The PPP Chair-
man said that Sindh
government took pride
in providing free and
quality healthcare ser-
vices to the public. He
further noted that the ex-
pensive PET-CT scan re-
quired for cancer diag-
nosis was also not of-
fered free Sindh. He

proudly stated that
JPMC’s cancer depart-
ment attracted patients
from 167 cities across the
country, as well as from
15 other countries.

Bilawal expressed
his willingness to assist
in establishing similar
hospitals in other prov-
inces and highlighted
ongoing efforts to set up
such facili ties in
Balochistan.
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President calls for enhancing national
forest cover

Slow internet threat to IT industry, online
business, also hurting masses: Mian Zahid

Torrential rains claim 18 lives in
Balochistan, (PDMA) said

SC suspends IHC order in audio leaks case,
removes ban on surveillance

QUETTA (INP): As torrential
rains caused havoc across the
country, at least 18 people lost
their lives in Balochistan, Pro-
vincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) said on
Monday.

According to a PDMA re-
port the rains, which started
since July 1, have caused wide-
spread damage to infrastruc-
ture and crops.

As many as 2919 houses
have been damaged, with 124
completely destroyed and 293
partially damaged.

In addition to the loss of
life and property, the rains have
also caused significant damage
to crops, with 97 acres of crops
and 31 kilometers of roads af-
fected.

The PDMA report also
stated that six bridges have
been partially damaged, while
120 animals have died due to
the heavy rains.

Yesterday, the National
Disaster Management Author-
ity (NDMA) issued a warning
of heavy and intense rainfall
across the country in the next
24 to 48 hours, raising concerns
about potential urban flooding
in major cities.

The NDMA alerted all rel-
evant departments to remain
vigilant and take necessary
precautions. According to the
advisory, there is a significant
risk of urban flooding in
Rawalpindi, Islamabad,
Gujranwala, Lahore,
Sheikhupura, Kasur, and

Sialkot.
Additionally, low-lying ar-

eas in Sargodha, Faisalabad,
Nowshera, and Peshawar are
also at risk of flooding.

The NDMA cautioned that
urban flooding could damage
infrastructure and disrupt daily
life. Communities living near
drainage channels are particu-
larly vulnerable to flash floods
and may experience severe
impacts.In light of these urban
flooding threats, the NDMA
has launched the “Pak NDMA
Disaster Alert” application,
now available on both Google
Play Store and iOS App Store.
The public is urged to stay in-
formed about weather updates
and alerts through this app to
ensure their safety.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Supreme Court of Pakistan has
suspended the Islamabad High
Court’s orders in the case re-
lated to audio leaks involving
Bushra Bibi, wife of PTI chair-
man Imran Khan, and Najam
Saqib, son of former Chief Jus-
tice Saqib Nisar.

The court has also barred
the High Court from further
proceedings in the matter and
suspended the order against
surveillance in the country. The
bench remarked that the order
to stop surveillance was only
effective for one hearing.

Justice Aminuddin, during
the hearing, remarked, “It is
possible that the people in-
volved in the audio recordings
themselves leaked them. Has
this aspect been considered?
Every mobile phone nowadays

has a recording system.”
A two-member bench of

the Supreme Court, compris-
ing Justice Aminuddin and Jus-
tice Naeem Akhtar Afghan,
heard the federal
government’s petition regard-
ing the audio leaks.

During the hearing, the Su-
preme Court stated that the
Islamabad High Court cannot
proceed with the audio leaks
case. It deemed the High
Court’s orders of May 29 and
June 25 as exceeding its pow-
ers, stating that the High Court
does not have the authority to
take suo motu notice.

The Supreme Court, upon
the federal government’s re-
quest, summoned the record of
the audio leaks case and issued
notices to Bushra Bibi and
Najam Saqib.

Justice Aminuddin Khan
inquired whether the High
Court had determined who re-
corded the audio. The Addi-
tional Attorney General  re-
sponded that this has not yet
been established and the inves-
tigation is ongoing.

Justice Naeem Akhtar Af-
ghan lamented, “Unfortunately,
in this country, no one wants
to reach the truth. To uncover
the truth, an inquiry commis-
sion was formed and handed
over to the Supreme Court, but
the audio leaks case has not
been scheduled again in the
Supreme Court.”

“When the Parliament at-
tempted to seek the truth, it
was also stopped. Neither Par-
liament nor the courts are al-
lowed to function, then how will
the truth come to light?”

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari has called
for enhancing the national for-
est cover by planting more
trees to help mitigate the ad-
verse impacts of climate
change and global warming.

The President expressed
these views while planting a
"Neem" sapling at Bilawal
House in Karachi, as a part of
the annual Monsoon Tree Plan-
tation Campaign.

The President said Paki-
stan is one of the most vulner-
able countries to climate
change and global warming,
and urged the youth and civil
society in helping  increase for-

est cover and planting more
trees to mitigate their adverse
impacts.

He said that "Neem" is an
environment friendly tree, of-
fering numerous environmen-
tal benefits, such as clean air,
cool shade, and acting as a
natural mosquito repellent.

He recalled that during
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
Shaheed's first tenure as
Prime Minister, he had served
as the Minister for Climate and
had initiated a tree  plantation
campaign, wherein Neem
trees were planted throughout
the country.

He said that the need to

plant trees had become of
paramount importance in view
of the rising temperatures in
Pakistan.

Asif Ali Zardari urged the
nation, particularly the youth
and civil society, to actively par-
ticipate in the Monsoon Tree
Plantation Campaign and plant
as many trees as possible in
their neighborhoods and sur-
roundings for a better environ-
ment.

The President said Paki-
stan had undertaken success-
ful mangrove restoration, un-
der which mangroves on mil-
lions of acres of land had been
planted in Sindh.

KARACHI (INP): Chairman of the
FPCCI Advisory Board and Na-
tional Business Group Pakistan,
the President of Pakistan Busi-
nessmen and Intellectuals Forum
and All Karachi Industrial Alliance
and former provincial minister
Mian Zahid Hussain has termed
the slow internet a serious threat
to the IT industry and online busi-
nesses besides hurting the
masses. The IT industry's and
online businesses' future was at
stake due to the government's ef-
forts to control the internet, ac-
cording to the general perception.

In a statement issued here on
Monday, Mian Zahid Hussain
said that many businesses were
affected and freelancers were los-
ing their source of income.

He said that controlling the
digital terrorist group's misuse of
social media was very important
as the gang's activities were cre-
ating uncertainty and ruining the
economy. However, the policy of
playing with millions of people's
businesses to control the gang
was wrong, he remarked.

The business leader said that
companies doing business online

were fleeing the country in large
numbers, and Pakistan's reputa-
tion was also at stake.

He said that many other
countries have also controlled the
internet, but in Pakistan, those
who do so were incompetent and
sink the economy.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that
after the shocking revelation that
Pakistanis invested eleven billion
dollars in Dubai's property mar-
ket, the Dubai Chamber of Com-
merce has said that 3968 Pakistani
companies have registered in
Dubai in the last six months.

In 2023, 8036 Pakistani com-
panies were registered in Dubai,
which was 71.2% more than in
2022, which means that capital is
rapidly fleeing the country.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that
Dubai was the favourite destina-
tion of Pakistani software compa-
nies. There, electricity was cheap,
the business environment was
favourable, the payment system
was better and contracts were
enforced. Foreign companies only
like to deal with Pakistani compa-
nies registered in Dubai because
the situation in Pakistan was un-

certain, and doing business with
Pakistani companies registered in
Dubai provides a sense of secu-
rity. Representatives of foreign
companies don’t like to come to
Pakistan, but they were always
ready to travel to Dubai for busi-
ness. Pakistan's payment system
was also very weak, while there
was no such weakness in Dubai.
Corporate tax was only 9% on
profits above 375,000 dirhams,
while there was no tax on profits
below 375,000 dirhams.

The tax rate in Dubai was
negligible compared to the facili-
ties. Dubai does not have com-
plex formalities, unnecessary
documentation, and tedious laws
like Pakistan. It does not have a
culture of setting goals and mak-
ing loud claims based on base-
less assumptions. Mian Zahid fur-
ther said that instead of giving
better incentives to companies
doing business in Pakistan, they
were strangled. Such policies
should be avoided, as they will
deprive Pakistan of its talent and
income, and the plan of increas-
ing IT exports to 10 billion dollars
in two years will remain a dream.

Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) seizes 85 kg
drugs, arrests 11 in countrywide operations

RAWALPINDI (INP): The
Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF)
recovered 85 kilogram drugs
and arrested 11 drug pushers
in 11 operations conducted in
various cities across country.

A spokesman of ANF
Headquarters said on Monday
that 1 kg Ice

(Crystal Meth) was recov-
ered from a parcel booked for
Qatar at a courier office in
Rawalpindi.

A Bahrain bound passen-
ger was offloaded at
Faisalabad Airport after recov-
ery of 250 gram Ice from his
possession.

Another Bahrain bound

passenger was offloaded and
held at Lahore Airport after
189 gram Ice was recovered
from his possession.

During search of a sus-
pected vehicle near RCD Road
district Lasbela in Balochistan,
40 kg hashish and 14.4 kg Ice
were recovered secret cavities
and an accused was arrested.

A female drug pusher was
held near M-1 Islamabad with
9.6 kg hashish.

A motorcycle riding drug
peddler was arrested on GT
Road Attock besides recovery
of 7.2 kg hashish from his pos-
session.

During separate opera-

tions conducted in Torkham,
7.4 kg hashish and 900 grams
Ice were recovered and an
accused was apprehended.

Three drug peddlers were
apprehended with 3 kg heroin
near UET Gate-3 in Lahore.

Another drug pusher was
arrested with 1 kg Ice near
Sher Shah Toll Plaza.

During an operation con-
ducted at Sialkot in Daska, a
female drug pusher was ar-
rested with 300 gram Ice.

Separate cases were reg-
istered against the detainees
under the Anti-Narcotics Act
and further investigations were
underway.

ISLAMABAD: PM’s Coordinator on Climate Change & Environmental Coordination, Romina Khurshid
Alam holds meeting with UNDP delegation to discuss ongoing projects.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding the review of
ongoing project of Information Technology, digitization and steps to increase IT exports.

PESHAWAR: Provincial President of Pakistan Peoples Party Amjad Khan Afridi addressing a press
conference at Peshawar Press Club (PPC).

Shaheens set to face Bangladesh ‘A’ in
second four-dayr on Tuesday

LAHORE (INP): The Pakistan
Shaheens cricket team will take on
Bangladesh ‘A’ in the second four-
day match on Tuesday, 20 August
at the Islamabad Club after the
first four-dyer ended up as a draw.

Pakistan Shaheens and
Bangladesh ‘A’ have made whole-
sale changes to their squads after
the conclusion of the first four-
dayer as Shaheens have wel-
comed eight

new players while six players
joined Bangladesh ‘A’ after the
Test squad players left for national
duty.

Uncapped top-order batter
Kamran Ghulam who was released
from the Pakistan Test squad,
along with Abrar Ahmed, will lead
the Shaheens in the second four-
dayer.

In the Shaheens squad Abrar
Ahmed, Ali Zaryab, Imam Ul Haq,
Mohammad Awais Anwar, Niaz
Khan, Qasim Akram, Rohail Nazir
and Sharoon Siraj replaced Mir
Hamza, Mohammad Ali,
Mohammad Huraira, Mohammad
Rameez Jnr, Naseem Shah, Saim
Ayub, Sarfaraz Ahmed and Saud
Shakeel.

Mohammad Naim,
Mohammad Saifuddin,  Saif
Hassan, Soumya Sarkar, Towhid
Hridoy, and Zakir Ali have re-
placed Hasan Mahmud,
Mahmudul Hasan Joy, Mominul

Haque, Mushfiqur Rahim,
Nayeem Hasan, and Zakir Hasan
in the Bangladesh ‘A’ squad.

 The toss will take place at
0930 and the first ball is expected
to be bowled at 1000.

Pakistan Shaheens captain
Kamran Ghulam stated,

“It is a great opportunity for
me to lead the Pakistan Shaheens
side in the second four-dayer.  I’m
excited to see myself in this role
and help the team with my leader-
ship and batting.  “We will look
to win the second four-day match
and clinch the series which will
be a huge confidence booster for
the players going into a busy red-
ball season.

 “We are well aware of the
conditions at the Islamabad Club
and will look to make the most of
the learnings acquired during the
first four-day match.

 The new players who have
joined the squad are exciting and
will hopefully contribute towards
Shaheens’ success in the second
game.”

Bangladesh ‘A’ captain
Anamul Haque

“After a few changes to our
squad we are now focused on giv-
ing our best in the second four-
day match. We were tested in the
first four-dayer and that experi-
ence will surely help us going into
this game.

“Like the Shaheens squad,
our team has also seen some
changes with more experienced
players leaving for the Test squad
but I have a lot of confidence in
the young players as they are tal-
ented and dynamic.

“I’m aware that the second
four-day match will be hard
fought because of the series win
stakes attached to it and we are
looking forward to challenge the
opposition while expressing our
skills in the best possible man-
ner.”

Pakistan Shaheens squad
(for second four-day) - Kamran
Ghulam (captain), Abrar Ahmed,
Ali Zaryab, Ghulam Mudassar,
Imam-ul-Haq, Mehran Mumtaz,
Mohammad Awais Anwar, Niaz
Khan, Qasim Akram, Rohail Nazir
(wicket-keeper).

, Saad Baig (wicket-keeper),
Saad Khan, Sharoon Siraj and
Umar Amin

Bangladesh ‘A’ squad (for
second four-day match) – Anamul
Haque (captain), Hasan Murad,
Mahidul Islam Ankon,
Mohammad Naim, Mohammad
Saifuddin, Mosaddek Hossain,
Rejaur Rehman Raja, Ruyel Miah,
Saif Hassan, Shahadat Hossain,
Soumya Sarkar,

Tanvir Islam, Tanzim Hasan
Sakib, Towhid Hridoy, and Zakir
Ali Anik

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb in a virtual
meeting with Mr. Ahmed Abdelaal, President/ GCEO of Mashreq Bank to discuss the economic out-
look and explore investment opportunities in Pakistan.


