
QUETTA VOICE
First Digital Print Daily of  Balochistan

Editor: Asim Khan dquettavoice@gmail.comSaturday,August,24,2024

Rs.10.00, VOL.VI:No:60

Lack of implementation hampers
efforts to end Child Marriages in

Balochistan Continued to page 2

Girls Pulled from Schools Due to
Poverty in Balochistan

Continued to page 2

Landslide Claims Coal Miner’s Life in
Balochistan’s Dukki District

Hussain Zarkoon:

DUKKI: A landslide claimed the
life of a coal miner in
Balochistan’s Dukki district on
Friday. The miner, identified as
Syed Muhammad, son of Abdul
Kareem, was working deep
within the mine when the tragic
incident occurred, according to
Levies sources.

Syed Muhammad, a native of
neighboring Afghanistan, was
buried under a mass of earth
and rubble, underscoring the
dangerous conditions that coal
miners face every day.

Despite efforts by fellow miners

and emergency personnel,
Syed Muhammad could not be
saved. His body was later re-
trieved and transferred to the
District Headquarters Hospital
in Dukki.

Following the completion of legal
formalities, his body was sent
back to Afghanistan for burial.
Dangerous Working Condi-

tions: An Ongoing Threat
This unfortunate event sheds

light on the hazardous working
conditions in Balochistan’s coal
mines, where accidents regu-
larly result in the loss of lives.

The perilous environment,
combined with inadequate
safety measures and weak en-
forcement of regulations, con-
tinues to put miners’ lives at sig-
nificant risk.

 Despite ongoing appeals for bet-
ter safety protocols,  lit tle
progress has been made, leav-
ing these workers exposed to
constant danger.

The urgency for reforms in the
mining sector is paramount, as
the lives of those who labor in
these treacherous conditions
remain in jeopardy.

File photo: People gathered outside the coal mine where two coal miners were trapped
in Dukki area of Balochistan: Photo provided by the author

Police Arrest Drug
Peddler for Provid-
ing Narcotics to a
Child in Panjgur

From Our Correspondent:

PANJGUR: A man was ar-
rested by police after a video
showing him providing narcotics
to a child went viral on social me-
dia, prompting swift action from
law enforcement in Balochistan’s
Panjgur district.

The accused, identified as
Nawab, son of Muhammad Omar,
was apprehended after the dis-
turbing footage caught the atten-
tion of authorities. The video,
which spread rapidly online,
showed Nawab engaging in the
illegal act, sparking outrage and
calls for immediate action.

Syed Fazil Shah Bukhari, the
Superintendent of Police in
Panjgur, personally oversaw the
arrest of the drug peddler. Follow-
ing his arrest, a case was regis-
tered against Nawab, who now
faces serious charges for his in-
volvement in this criminal activ-
ity.

The incident has raised con-
cerns about the increasing influ-
ence of drug-related activities in
the region and the alarming expo-
sure of children to such dangers.
Police have assured the public
that they will continue to take
stringent measures to combat the
drug menace and protect the com-
munity, especially vulnerable chil-
dren, from such harmful influ-
ences.

Police Arrest Assistant Food
Controller in Zhob Over

Missing Wheat Bags
From Our Correspondent:

ZHOB: In a significant crackdown
on corruption, Zhob Police
have arrested an Assistant
Food Controller of the
Balochistan Food Department
after more than 4,000 wheat
bags were found missing in the
district. The accused, identified
as Zafar Khan, was taken into
custody and shifted to the
Zhob police station, where a
case has been registered against
him.

The arrest comes as part of a
broader investigation into the
disappearance of the wheat
bags, with other suspects also
apprehended in connection
with the scandal. The District
Police Officer (DPO) of Zhob,
Syed Saboor Agha, personally
oversaw the operation, ensur-
ing that those responsible for
this massive theft were brought

to justice.
The discovery of this corruption

scandal has sparked outrage in
the community, but many have
expressed their appreciation for
the decisive action taken by the
police. “Law will take its
course,” said DPO Syed Saboor
Agha, reaffirming the commit-
ment to holding those involved
accountable.

The police’s swift response in
unearthing this corruption and
arresting the culprits has been
widely praised, as it sends a
strong message against the cor-
rupt practices that undermine
public trust and the fair distri-
bution of essential resources
like wheat.

Balochistan food department has
also launched an inquiry into
the missing of wheat bags from
Zhob district of Balochistan.

DPO Zhob, Syed Saboor Agha inspecting the wheat bags in Zhob

Utility Stores Employees Stage
Protest Against Potential
Closure Across Pakistan

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: A large number of
utility store employees
staged protests across the
country on Friday in re-
sponse to the government’s
consideration of shutting
down all utility stores.

The protests erupted shortly
after the Ministry for Indus-
tries and Production
(MoIP) Secretary Saif
Anjum revealed during a
Senate Standing Commit-
tee on Industries and Pro-
duction meeting that the
government was deliberat-
ing the closure of utility
stores.

With plans to relocate the em-
ployees to other institu-
tions.
Incident Overview

The protests, spearheaded by
the Utility Stores Employ-
ees Union, gained momen-
tum as employees ex-
pressed their outrage over
the potential loss of ap-

proximately 60,000 jobs.
Central leader Ghulam
Haider Achakzai con-
demned the government’s
decision, stating that na-
tionwide protests would
intensify, culminating in a
major demonstration at D-
Chowk in Islamabad.

Senate Standing Commit-
tee Meeting

During the Senate Standing
Committee session, Sena-
tor Saifullah Niazi ques-
tioned the government’s
plans regarding the future
of utility stores. In re-
sponse, MoIP Secretary
Saif Anjum confirmed that
discussions were under-
way to shut down these
stores.

Citing the government’s desire
to exit non-essential busi-
nesses.

He argued that providing re-
lief to utility stores stifles
competition in the market.

USC employees staging a protest demonstra-
tion outside the Quetta Press Club

Pakistan’s 2nd mpox case detected in
Peshawar: health official

NEWS DESK: Pakistan’s second
case of the mpox virus (previ-
ously monkeypox) has been
reported at the Peshawar air-
port, the national health coor-
dinator confirmed on Friday.

The World Health Organisation
(WHO) last week declared the
recent outbreak of the disease
as a public health emergency
of international concern after
the new variant of the virus,
Clade 1b, was identified.

The Clade 1b variant has triggered
global concern due to the ease
with which it spreads through
routine close contact.

However, the mpox outbreak is not
another Covid-19, the WHO
has said, because much is al-
ready known about the virus
and the means to control it.

“A second case of mpox has been
reported in Pakistan, which has
come from a Gulf country,” Dr
Malik Mukhtar Ahmad, the

Prime Minister’s coordinator
for health, was quoted as say-
ing by PTV News.

“The health desk at the Peshawar
airport shifted the patient to a
hospital,” Dr Mukhtar added.

The health coordinator did not
specify whether the virus strain
of the case had been confirmed
so far.

The health ministry clarified ear-
lier this week that the first mpox
case detected in Pakistan was
of the clade 2 variety and that
no cases of the clade 1b strain
of the disease have been diag-
nosed.

Dr Mukhtar further said that the
health ministry was ensuring
continuous monitoring of the
situation through an “effective
system of screening and sur-
veillance at all airports”.

The staff of Border Health Ser-
vices were engaged at airports
and entry points for scrutiny

of suspected cases and to en-
sure “serious steps to keep the
public safe from epidemics”,
PTV News quoted Dr Mukhtar
as saying.

Dr Naseem Akhtar, the focal per-
son at the Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences (Pims), had
said on Monday that a 47-year-
old traveller from the Middle
East was referred by the airport
authorities to Pims on suspi-
cion of being infected with
mpox.

The individual was working as a
labourer in the Middle East and
was a resident of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, Dr Akhtar had
said. A day ago, the National
Institutes of Health (NIH) is-
sued an urgent advisory con-
cerning the outbreak, Radio
Pakistan reported. The advi-
sory aimed to provide a com-
prehensive overview of the
current global.

Punjab offers Rs10m
bounties for Kacha

dacoits as Rahim Yar
Khan toll hits 12
LAHORE:The Punjab gov-

ernment has announced bounties
of up to Rs10 million on the heads
of the most dangerous kacha
dacoits in an effort to eliminate
the persistent threat posed by
these criminals.

According to a government
notification issued on Friday,
high-value targets are subject to
a Rs10 million bounty, while Rs5
million and Rs2.5 million rewards
are being offered for other dan-
gerous bandits in lower catego-
ries. The decision is part of a
broader strategy to restore peace
in the region, following decades
of costly and largely unsuccess-
ful operations against the dacoits.

Meanwhile, in the aftermath
of yesterday’s violent incident in
which a police van was attacked
with rockets, resulting in the
deaths of over 12 policemen and
multiple injuries, the Punjab gov-
ernment has replaced the top po-
lice command in Rahim Yar Khan.

DPO Imran Ahmed Malik, SP
Muhammad Javed Akhtar Jatoi,
and DSP Kaleem Ahmad.

Business leader commends govt’s
decision to reduce its expenditures

Continued to page 4
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Quetta Green Bus Promise: Govt Urged
to Turn Commitments into Action

Editorial:

In a seemingly promising move to uplift transportation standards, the
Balochistan government has unfolded plans for an extensive expansion of the
green bus fleet. The visionary initiative, spearheaded by Dr. Faisal Ahmed
Khan, CEO of Balochistan Public Private Partnership (BPPP), aims to introduce
25 additional eco-friendly buses to the streets of Quetta. However, as the
government unveils plans, the pressing question looms – will these promises
translate into tangible improvements for the provincial capital’s long-suffering
commuters?

Green Bus Expansion Now A Long Standing Demand
Originally sanctioned by former Chief Minister Jam Kamal Khan, the plan

now gaining momentum under the current administration, underscoring the
government’s commitment to sustainable and accessible transportation. With
an ambitious target of deploying 100 green buses across Quetta in the immi-
nent months, the expansion spans beyond the city center, promising relief to
residents in areas like Hazara Town, Marriabad, Samungli Road, Sariab Cus-
tom, Nawan Killi, and other vital parts of Quetta.

Expansion Of Project Directly Responds To Public Demand: Dr. Faisal
Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan asserts that this expansion directly responds to

the persistent public demand for enhanced transportation facilities. The stark
reality, however, reveals that currently, a meager eight buses operate from
Balochistan University to Belili Airport Road, laying bare the glaring inad-
equacy in green bus availability.

Caretaker Prime Minister Anwar ul Haq Kakar’s recent proclamation, vow-
ing an additional 100 green buses for Balochistan, signifies the government’s
purported dedication to elevating public transportation standards in the re-
gion. While commendable in words, the onus now falls on Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan to translate these verbal commitments into
swift and substantive action.

CS Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan Can Play A Key Role
Commendations for the government’s seemingly progressive approach

must be met with an urgent plea for Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan’s
decisive leadership in ensuring efficient execution. Quetta’s residents, long
fatigued by the lack of a dependable public transportation system, now de-
mand more than promises – they demand a concrete reality. The introduction
of green buses holds the potential to alleviate the longstanding commuting
challenges, creating a pathway to a more sustainable and accessible future for
the people of Balochistan.

The call for action is not merely a suggestion; it’s a critical imperative, and
the responsibility squarely rests with Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan to
lead the way in turning promises into tangible, transformative actions.

Lack of implementation hampers efforts to end Child
Marriages in Balochistan

Asim Khan:

Muhammad Mengal

was filled with joy in the
evening as his eldest son
got married that day.
However, their happi-
ness turned sour when
they reached the house
of the bride’s father,
Meher Ali. A condition
was imposed upon
them: alongside the ar-
ranged marriage, Meher
Ali demanded that
Muhammad’s five-year-
old daughter, Mah Bibi,
be married to his 13-year-
old son.

Though the union
had been agreed upon
by both families before-
hand, Muhammad
Mengal insisted that the
marriage wait until both
children reached adult-
hood. Despite his efforts
to persuade Meher Ali
that his daughter was too
young, he found himself
powerless against
Meher Ali’s persistent
pressure. Consequently,
Mah Bibi was coerced
into marriage at the ten-
der age of five. Meher
Ali sent his daughter
away, forcefully separat-
ing Mah Bibi from her
family.

M u h a m m a d
Mengal, a resident of
Tehsil  Zehri  in the
Khuzdar district, had no
choice but to leave his
young daughter behind
and return home. How-
ever, a few days later, he
reported the incident to
the police.

The police promptly
registered a case and
apprehended Meher Ali
along with those who
had facilitated the mar-
riage. The incident was
documented in an FIR
filed by the Khuzdar

Sadar Police Station, cit-
ing violations of the Pro-
hibition of Child Mar-
riage Act of 1929, as well
as Sections 420, 342, and
34 of the Pakistan Penal
Code.

The Station House
Officer (SHO) stated that
following the arrest of
the accused, the girl was
rescued and reunited
with her parents.

A few days follow-
ing the marriage of five-
year-old Mah Bibi, the
Federal Sharia Court
took notice of the situa-
tion and requested a re-
port from the provincial
government.

The court directed
the law officer of
Balochistan to outline
the measures being
taken by the provincial
assembly to prevent
child and forced mar-
riages. Presenting a par-
t ial report  from the
Khuzdar Police and the
Social Welfare Depart-
ment of Balochistan, the
law officer admitted to
being unaware of the
current status of the draft
law on child marriage. In
response, the court or-
dered the provincial
government to submit
the draft law on child
marriages within 20
days.

Despite being pre-
sented multiple times in
the Provincial Assembly
of Balochistan, this law
has faced obstacles.

Former Member of
the Provincial Assembly
Yasmin Lahri recalled
that in 2014, when she
introduced the bill to es-
tablish an age limit for
marriage in the
Balochistan Assembly, it
faced staunch opposi-
tion from religious par-
ties. They demanded that
any legislation should
adhere to Sharia prin-
ciples.”

In 2016, MPA Dr.
Shama Ishaq once again
presented the bill in the

assembly, only to have it
rejected on grounds of
being ‘un-Islamic’.

Although the media
and civil society raised
considerable outcry, the
bill failed to be reintro-
duced in the assembly.

According to
Balochistan’s Secretary
Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Department,
Babar Kaleem Ullah, the
last time the bill was pre-
sented to the
Balochistan Cabinet, ob-
jections were raised re-
garding setting the age
limit at 18 years and de-
claring it invalid despite
having a child after mar-
riage. As a result, the bill
was returned to the con-
cerned departments for
further review.

Former advisor to
Chief Minister
Balochistan,  Bushra
Rind, expressed the
government’s desire to
pass this bill. She stated
that the former provincial
government had con-
vened several meetings
on this matter and di-
rected relevant institu-
tions to address all flaws
and make improvements.

Babar Kaleem men-
tioned that the bill is cur-
rently with the Social
Welfare Department. The
department held a con-
sultative session on De-
cember 30 with various
stakeholders, and the
draft will soon be pre-
sented again to the pro-
vincial cabinet, with
plans to also present it
before the Federal Sharia
Court.

A law enacted in
1929 to prohibit child
marriage has been en-
forced across Pakistan.

Under this Act:
– A girl must be at

least 16 years old, and a
boy must be 18 years old
at the time of marriage.

– In cases where
authentic documents to
determine a person’s age
are unavailable, the

court may order a medi-
cal examination.

– Parents or guard-
ians who marry off chil-
dren at a young age or
bridegrooms above 18
years old may face pun-
ishment, including im-
prisonment for up to one
month or a fine of
Rs.1000.

Following the Eigh-
teenth Amendment to
the Constitution in 2010,
marriage and family mat-
ters became a provincial
subject.

In 2014, Sindh en-
acted a new provincial
law to prohibit child mar-
riage, setting the mini-
mum marriage age at 18
for both girls and boys.
Under this legislation,
parents, guardians, and
accomplices can face im-
prisonment for up to
three years and fines for
arranging underage mar-
riages. Adulterous mar-
riage is not only a cog-
nizable police offense
under this law but also a
non-bailable and non-
compoundable offense.

In 2015, Punjab
amended the 1929 law.
According to the
amendment, any indi-
vidual suspecting that a
girl or boy is being mar-
ried at an early age can
lodge a complaint with
the concerned Union
Council. Subsequently,
the Chairman of the
Union Council will file a
case in the family court.
This amendment in-
creased the punishment
for violations to up to six
months imprisonment
and a fine of 50,000 ru-
pees.

In Islamabad,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
and Balochistan, numer-
ous attempts have been
made to enact new leg-
islation, but none have
been successful thus far.
Therefore, only the 1929
law remains in force in
these regions.

Samreen Mengal, a

social activist based in
Quetta, advocates for the
necessity of legislation
to prohibit child mar-
riages. According to her,
the minimum age for mar-
riage should be 18 years.

Zia Baloch, a mem-
ber of a welfare organi-
zation, has been actively
involved in preventing
numerous underage mar-
riages by taking timely
action. Zia stated that
last year, they not only
intervened to halt such
a marriage but also filed
a legal case.

Sara Zaman, a femi-
nist  activist and re-
searcher hailing from
Karachi, also holds a
teaching position at a
private university. She
has dedicated the past
fifteen years to working
with various national and
international organiza-
tions on women’s is-
sues. According to her,
there exist social, reli-
gious, and economic fac-
tors driving early mar-
riages. “The marriage of
young girls is also seen
as advantageous to par-
ents, as they need not
incur significant ex-
penses for their
daughter’s wedding nor
provide dowry.”

Their research has
uncovered that such
marriages are often ar-
ranged to settle family
debts, resolve blood
feuds, or simply address
household financial bur-
dens.

Professor Dr. Najma
Ghaffar, Head of the Gy-
necology Unit at Bolan
Medical College, Quetta,
asserts that early mar-
riages often result in vari-
ous complications dur-
ing pregnancy. Accord-
ing to her, addressing
this issue necessitates
the training of law en-
forcement officials and
the establishment of a
system to ensure that
cases are handled effec-
tively.

Girls Pulled from Schools Due to
Poverty in Balochistan

Chandni Kakar:

Balochistan, being the
most neglected province
of Pakistan in terms of
education, is grappling
with a staggering num-
ber of out-of-school chil-
dren, estimated at 2.7 mil-
lion.

Approximately 72%
of boys and 83% of girls
are deprived of basic
education, leading to an
alarming situation that
needs urgent attention.
This pressing education
crisis poses a significant
threat to the nation’s
overall development, as
education is the back-
bone of progress.

Multiple factors
contribute to the high
number of out-of-school
children in Balochistan,
one of which is poverty.

Severe poverty
forces many parents to
send their children to
work instead of school,
resulting in child labour,
especially in rural re-
gions. This crisis has far-
reaching consequences,
extending beyond imme-
diate concerns and im-
pacting the nation’s
socio-economic stability.

In the dusty streets
and humble homes of
these regions, poverty
reigned supreme, cast-
ing a shadow over the
aspirations of countless

families. Among them
was the Ahmed family.
Like many others, they
grappled with the harsh
realities of poverty, their
dreams shackled by the
chains of economic
hardship.

As the sole bread-
winners, Muhammad
and Fatima Ahmed
toiled tirelessly to put
food on the table and
roofs over their
children’s heads. Their
eldest daughter, Ayesha,
had always possessed a
keen intellect and an in-
satiable thirst for knowl-
edge. With dreams of be-
coming a teacher, she
eagerly pursued her
studies, her eyes alight
with hope.

But as the family’s
financial woes deep-
ened, Muhammad and
Fatima faced an agoniz-
ing decision. With each
passing day, the cost of
education loomed like a
dark cloud, threatening
to engulf their hopes
and aspirations. Reluc-
tantly, they made the
heart-wrenching choice
to pull Ayesha out of
school, her dreams slip-
ping through their fin-
gers like grains of sand.

Across the rugged
plains of Kachhi and the
vast expanse of
Jaffarabad, similar
scenes unfolded, as par-
ents grappled with the
harsh realities of pov-
erty. In the Khan house-
hold, Nasreen Khan
watched helplessly as
her parents made the

agonizing choice to pri-
oritize her brother’s edu-
cation over hers. With
each passing day, her
dreams of becoming a
doctor faded further into
the distance, her spirit
weighed down by the
burden of inequality.

Yet, amidst the de-
spair, glimmers of hope
emerged. In remote vil-
lages and bustling towns
alike, courageous indi-
viduals banded together
to challenge the status
quo and uplift their com-
munities. Inspired by the
resilience of girls like
Ayesha and Nasreen,
they launched initiatives
to provide educational
opportunities for under-
privileged girls, bridging
the gap between dreams
and reality.

Through their unwa-
vering determination and
collective action, they
sparked a revolution that
swept across the regions
of Killa Abdullah, Kachhi,
and Jaffarabad, illuminat-
ing the path towards a
brighter future for gen-
erations to come. And as
the sun set on the hori-
zon, casting a golden
glow upon the rugged
landscapes, Ayesha,
Nasreen, and their fellow
trailblazers stood tall,
their spirits unbroken,
their dreams soaring high
against the backdrop of
adversity. For in their
hearts, they knew that no
amount of poverty could
ever extinguish the flame
of knowledge burning
within them.

The judges have spoken
By Zahid Hussain:

THE rot is much

deeper than it seems.
What the six brave
judges of the Islamabad
High Court have penned
is just the tip of the ice-
berg. The shadow of the
deep state looms large
over the entire system.
The letter detailing inci-
dents of intimidation of
judges is an indictment
of the ubiquitous secu-
rity establishment. It has
triggered a chain reac-
tion threatening the en-
tire edifice.

This may not be the
first time that allegations
about the interference of
intelligence agencies in
judicial matters have
been made — a former
judge had even named
names. But the detailed
account of harassment
narrated in the letter sent
by the IHC judges is more
damning, and fuelling an
already volatile political
situation.

Unsurprisingly, the
legal fraternity rejected
the government’s deci-
sion to form a single-
member commission, led
by a former chief justice,
to investigate the
charges as an attempt to
whitewash the scandal.
Now with former justice
Tassaduq Jillani recus-
ing himself, there was no
option but for the chief
justice to take suo motu
notice. A seven-member
bench has been formed
to hear the case. The IHC
six have spoken and
now it is up to the apex
court to uphold the sanc-
tity of the institution.

At stake is not only
the independence of the
judiciary but also the fu-
ture of an already totter-
ing democratic process.
It is apparent from the
letter that the interven-
tion of the intelligence
agencies is far more pro-
nounced in political
cases.  Manipulation

through the judiciary has
been a major instrument
used by the security es-
tablishment to perpetuate
its political control.

While the
establishment’s interfer-
ence is obvious, the
judiciary’s credibility has
also been hit.

While the letter may
have referred to the inter-
vention of the executive
in recent cases against
the PTI leaders, the vic-
tims of judicial manipula-
tion have varied and kept
pace with changing po-
litical alignments.

 The successive
convictions of Imran
Khan in three cases in
less than a week on the
eve of the Feb 8 elections
leave nothing to the
imagination. It was obvi-
ous that the main objec-
tive was to keep the
former prime minister out
of the electoral process.
Those convictions barred
the former prime minister

from holding public of-
fice.

As mentioned in the
letter, a judge was
hospitalised because his
blood pressure shot up
under stress. Non-com-
pliance can cost dearly.
According to the letter a
brother-in-law of a judge
was kidnapped and tor-
tured. Cameras were al-
legedly fitted inside the
judges’ residence to sur-
veil them. It could not get
more brazen than this.

It  was the same
story just a few years
back when former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif
found himself on the
wrong side of the estab-
lishment. He was also
convicted on several
corruption charges in
quick succession. There
was not even a pretence
of a fair trial. Only the
characters have
changed. (In some of the
cases, the same judge
presided over the trial of

both former prime minis-
ters.) Retired justice
Shaukat Siddi-qui had
asserted that he had
been approached by the
then ISI chief to not grant
bail to Sharif.

But the whole game
plan changed with the
shifting sands of Paki-
stani politics. It was
amazing the way all con-
victions against Nawaz
Sharif were reversed by
the courts within weeks
of the PML-N leader’s
return from self-exile in
London, making him eli-
gible to stand in the elec-
tions. The game of musi-
cal chairs is on. All that
has made a mockery of
the entire judicial sys-
tem. While the finger-
prints of the security es-
tablishment are obvious
in a number of cases, the
credibility of the judi-
ciary has also been dam-
aged in the process.
What has been seen as
judicial manipulation has

tainted its image and, in
some cases, it has been
alleged that some judges
had been a party to a
controversial game plan,
and were seen to act in
contravention of the law,
thus becoming an instru-
ment in the subversion of
the democratic process
in the country.

What is disturbing
is that the complaints re-
garding the cases
penned in the letter had
been brought to the at-
tention of the superior
judiciary but, it seems, no
action was taken against
those involved. Nothing
could be more
demoralising for the
judges than to see the
high-handedness of the
security establishment
being covered up in this
manner. Indeed, the let-
ter by the six IHC judges
has brought the matter to
the surface. But politics
has obscured the seri-
ousness of the allega-

tions. The ruling alliance
that had also been com-
plaining about such ma-
nipulation in the past
now seems to have be-
come the biggest de-
fender of the military es-
tablishment. Some PML-
N leaders even see a
conspiracy behind the
allegations and have
questioned the integrity
of the judges who signed
the letter. While approv-
ing the formation of the
commission to probe the
allegations,  they
criticised the letter as in-
appropriate. Some minis-
ters have questioned the
timing of the release of
the letter, implying that
it might have been writ-
ten at the behest of the
opposition.

Such short-
sightedness on the part
of the ruling parties,
which had themselves
been victims of judicial
manipulation, is unfortu-
nate.  The political divide

on this critical matter will
further embolden those
responsible for manipu-
lating the judicial pro-
cess to serve their vested
interests.

Meanwhile, the role
of the PTI in the contro-
versy is not very helpful
either. When in power,
the party went along
with the establishment’s
game plan that at the time
was targeting its politi-
cal opponents. Instead
of focusing on the
broader issue of stop-
ping outside interference
in judicial matters and
the increasing role of the
security establishment in
the subversion of the
rule of law, some party
leaders are using the
matter for political point-
scoring. Indeed, the al-
leged intervention in ju-
dicial matters shows the
increasing role of the se-
curity establishment in
the country’s power
structure.

Beyond Bhutto
By Mahir Ali:

THE morning of April

4, 1979, lingers in the
memory. I woke up to get
ready for school, and
found my mother red-
eyed. Even before she
uttered a word, I
guessed the worst had
comali Bhutto’s life:
Saudi Arabia and the US.

Both of them chose
not to do so. The execu-
tioner, Gen Ziaul Haq,
dismissed the global ap-
peals as an initiative on
behalf of the interna-
tional union of politi-
cians. Benazir Bhutto’s
Daughter of the East
notes that even the Su-
preme Court that had
upheld the Lahore High
Court’s death sentence
by a 4-3 margin unani-
mously recommended
that the sentence be
commuted. But Zia ig-
nored that inconvenient
opinion. He was con-
vinced by that stage that
there was just one cof-
fin that lay in wait — ei-

ther for him or for ZAB.
The latter, at an obvious
disadvantage, was inevi-
tably destined to draw
the short straw.

Thus it was that
Pakistan’s unfortunate
history took a particu-
larly sordid turn 45 years
ago tomorrow. One can
only conjecturally imag-
ine what might have
come to pass if the army
had not intervened in
July 1977, and the gov-
ernment -oppos i t ion
agreement on fresh elec-
tions (after the tainted
exercise earlier that year)
had not been pre-
empted by Zia’s coup.

Much worse lay
ahead after ZAB was
eliminated. No one can
deny that the regime
ZAB presided over from
December 1971 to mid-
1977 was, at best, a
flawed democracy. The
initial signs were posi-
tive, once martial law had
been lifted. One could
even argue for 1972 as a

golden year in Pakistan’s
rebirth as a truncated
entity — except for the
fact that it involved no
reckoning with the pre-
vious year’s massacres
in what had by then
emerged as Bangladesh.

In 1973, many of the
hopes fell apart, notably
with the National Awami
Party-led provincial gov-
ernments in Balochistan
and NWFP being swept
aside; the anti-Ahmadi
legislation followed in
1974. By then, not only
had the NAP leadership
been incarcerated on lu-
dicrous charges,  but
many among the PPP left-
leaning stalwarts had
been sidelined, and re-
placed with time-servers
and feudal lightweights
who were quick to aban-
don the PPP in or soon
after 1977. One can’t de-
cisively pinpoint the tra-
jectory of Pakistan’s
progress had the military
not intervened at that
point, but it’s safe to as-

sume that any regres-
sion under civilian rule
would have been less
harmful. It’s easy to say
that to pick the obsequi-
ous Gen Zia as military
chief was Bhutto’s dead-
liest error. But unleash-
ing Zia’s predecessor,
Gen Tikka — the
‘Butcher of Bengal’ —
on Bal-o-chistan was
another huge mistake.
Sett-ing up the paramili-
tary Federal Secu-rity
Force was also a misstep
that backfired when
Masood Mahmood’s
very possibly fake testi-
mony proved crucial in
condemning ZAB to
death. By any measure,
it ought not to have suf-
ficed as the basis for a
death sentence, but Zia
and Maulvi Mushtaq,
the Lahore High Court
chief justice miffed by
Bhutto holding back his
promotion, were happy
to clutch at straws.

The progress of the
subsequent Supreme

Court appeal ought to
serve as a reminder that
the six Islamabad High
Court judges currently
complaining about mili-
tary int-er-ference are
hardly treading fresh
gro-und. In 1978-79, the
nine-member bench —
expected to rule by 5-4
in Bhutto’s favour —
was, by hook or by
crook, whittled down to
seven, reversing the bal-
ance to 4-3 against ZAB.
And the three who dared
to say no did so in the
face of tremendous pres-
sures and a variety of
threats. Last month’s be-
lated Supreme Court ver-
dict, recognising that
Bhutto did not get a fair
trial, merely aligns the
senior judiciary with
what has long been pub-
lic knowledge. The dubi-
ous verdict cannot be
rescinded, and the ex-
treme punishment, car-
ried out with unseemly
haste, is anyhow an in-
delible.
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.16/2024

Soneri Bank Limited through its Branch Manager,
M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta.  Plaintiff

    VERSUS

1. Barkat Ali S/o Bahoot,
     R/o Jusek Town, Tehsil Turbat, District Kech.
      Cell # 0323-3341437.

2. Murad Bakhs,
    Jusak Post Office, Turbat.
    CNIC # 52203-8432268-7.

           SUIT FOR RECOVERY  RS:  1,094,929/-  U/S   9 OF
         THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF FINANCES)

                         ORDINANCE # XLVI OF 2001.

               NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under sec-
tion 9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS:
1,094,929/- balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of
which copy can be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to
obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof
to appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appear-
ance to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is12-09-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 22nd  day of August,
2024.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.18/2024

Askari Bank Limited.
M.A Jinnah Road Baranch Quetta.  Plaintiff

    VERSUS

    Muhammad Afzal S/o Ghazi Muhammad,
    Designation: Assistant Private Secretary,
    Office Address:
        1.   FC Head Quarter Near PTV Station
              Hali Road Quetta..

2. Dakh Khana Jasso Khanway,
    Tehsil Kabir wala Zilah Khanewal

    Cell: 0333-7842336.
    CNIC: 36102-1954441-5.                                                           DEFENDANT

           SUIT FOR RECOVERY  RS:  112,018,64/-  U/S   9 OF
         THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF FINANCES)

                         ORDINANCE # XLVI OF 2001.

               NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under sec-
tion 9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS:
112,018,64/- balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of
which copy can be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to
obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof
to appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appear-
ance to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is12-09-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 22nd  day of August,
2024.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.15/2024

Soneri Bank Limited through its Branch Manager,
M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta.  Plaintiff

    VERSUS

1. Rizwan Iqbal Chughtai S/o Javed Iqbal Chughtai,
    R/o House No. 8-40/35-7 Inside Durrani Street,
    Kasi Road Quetta.
    Cell # 0333-7070002

2. Javed Iqbal Chughtai S/o Muhammad CharaghChughtai ,   DEFENDANT
R/o House No. 8-40/35-7 Inside Durrani Street,
Kasi Road Quetta.

           SUIT FOR RECOVERY  RS:  1,765,234/-  U/S   9 OF
         THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF FINANCES)

                         ORDINANCE # XLVI OF 2001.

               NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 1,765,234/
- balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is12-09-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 22nd  day of August, 2024.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.17/2024

Soneri Bank Limited through its Branch Manager,
M.A Jinnah Road Baranch Quetta.  Plaintiff

    VERSUS

Gulfam Khan S/o Gulistan Khan,
       1. Muncipal Colony, Mohallah Badani Baagh,
           Loralai Cantt, District Loralai.

      2. Office Address: District Health Office Killa Saifullah

           Cell: 0333-6593814/ 0334-2323548                                         DEFENDANT
          CNIC: 56302-4776334-5.

           SUIT FOR RECOVERY  RS:  98,632,68/-  U/S   9 OF
         THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF FINANCES)

                         ORDINANCE # XLVI OF 2001.

               NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 98,632,68/
- balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is12-09-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 22nd  day of August, 2024.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

Justice Muhammad Iqbal recuses himself
from internet suspension case

First batch of Chinese
homegrown white

broiler eggs exported to
Pakistan

Pakistan sees annual exodus of 0.8m workers
seeking jobs abroad on protected visas

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Approximately 0.8 mil-
lion Pakistanis travel
abroad each year to seek
and obtain jobs in differ-
ent countries,  using
valid protected work vi-
sas issued by the Pro-
tectorate of Emigrants.

According to an of-
ficial source from the
Ministry of Overseas
Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development,
Overseas Pakistanis
who have traveled
abroad after March 23,
1979, on valid protected
work visas issued by the
Protectorate of Emi-
grants, Bureau of Emi-
grations & Overseas
Employment (BE&OE),

and Overseas Employ-
ment Corporation (OEC),
are automatically regis-
tered with the Overseas
Pakistanis Foundation
(OPF) and can access its
services. So far, around
13.7 million Pakistanis
have been registered
with BE&OE, and 250,000
membership cards have
been issued to Overseas
Pakistanis. Overseas Pa-
kistanis who are not reg-
istered with OPF can do
so voluntarily by paying
a one-time fee of Rs. 4,000
and meeting the stan-
dard terms and condi-
tions. There are two cat-
egories for OPF member-
ship: Compulsory Cat-
egory I for those regis-

tered with the Protector-
ate of Emigrants and
proceeded abroad, and
Voluntary Category II for
those who have been
abroad for at least a year
but are not registered
with the Protectorate of
Emigrants. This category
includes indefinite stay
abroad, valid work/em-
ployment visa holders,
students (male/female)
aged 18 and above, and
dual nationality holders
(Pakistani and any other
nationality). Certain indi-
viduals are not eligible
for OPF membership,
such as those holding
passports with valid vi-
sas but have not trav-
eled abroad, holders of

any kind of visit visa,
those traveling for Hajj,
Umrah, pilgrimage, or
medical treatment, and il-
legal emigrants (until
they legalize their status
according to the host
country’s laws).

The process for ob-
taining a duplicate OPF
membership card in-
cludes submitting a filled
and signed application
form, providing photo-
copies of a valid visa/
Iqama (Resident Permit),
passport, and CNIC/
NICOP, and paying a ser-
vice charge of Rs1,000
through an Askari Bank
online account. The OPF
membership card is valid
for 5 years.

BEIJING  (INP): First
batch of Chinese home-
grown white broiler eggs
has been exported to Pa-
kistan, China Economic
Net (CEN) reported on
Friday. As reported, in
the early morning on
August 22, 2024, a flight
from Guangzhou Baiyun
Airport touched down
at the land of Pakistan
after a long journey.

In the cargo hold of
the plane stood a con-
signment of special
"guests" - 172,800
"Guangming No. 2"
White Feathered Broiler
eggs from China.

The shipment, all
domestically bred by
Foshan Gaoming Dis-
trict Xinguang Agricul-
ture and Animal Hus-
bandry Co., Ltd. and
Beijing Institute of Ani-
mal Science (IAS) of
Chinese Academy of

Agricultural Sciences
(CAAS), marking the first
time China has exported
its own breed of poultry
to Pakistan.

“This export  of
white-feathered broiler
breeding eggs to Paki-
stan means a lot to us.
More Chinese breeding
eggs will go abroad, not
only to Pakistan, but also
to the globe, ” Liu Dawei,
deputy general manager
of Xinguang, and person
in charge of White
Feather Broiler project,
said in excitement. The
reporter learned that the
“Guangming No. 2”
White Feather Broiler
weighed more than 3kg
at 42 days of age and had
a feed-to-weight ratio of
1.32-1.5:1.  More than
that, they have signifi-
cant advantages such as
rapid growth and high
survival rate.

LAHORE (INP): The
Lahore High Court’s
(LHC) Justice Chaudhry
Muhammad Iqbal has
recused himself from
hearing a case against
internet suspension
and firewall installation.

An application
filed by Judicial Activ-
ism Panel (JAP) against
internet suspension
and firewall installation
was due to be heard to-
day.

LHC’s justice
Chaudhry Iqbal ex-
cused to hear the case
and directed to move
the case to Justice
Shakeel Ahmad’s court.

The court re-
marked that Justice

Shakeel Ahmad has been
hearing such cases and
directed to fix the case for
hearing today.

It is pertinent to note
that various applications
were filed in LHC and IHC
against firewall installa-
tion and internet and so-
cial media disruption
across the country.

Petitioner contended
that the disruption in the
internet was wreaking
havoc in online busi-
nesses and every field of
life.

They requested the
court to direct authorities
to not disrupt the
internet.

WHAT ARE THE
REASON BEHIND
INTERNET SUSPEN-
SION

However, the Paki-

stan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) Chair-
man retired major gen-
eral

Hafeezur Rehman
asserted that internet
slowdown was caused
by damaged submarine
cable and VPN use.

Minister of State for
IT Shaza Fatima also
cleared the air about the
issue and informed that
there was no internet
slowdown and speed
throttling by the govern-
ment ,

 instead excessive
use of VPN exacerbated
the internet connectiv-
ity issue.

Users across Paki-
stan are having difficulty
accessing social media
platforms such as
WhatsApp and

Facebook, and internet
service on mobile data
also is slow.

They are having
internet outages with
limited and slow connec-
tivity, and are unable to
download and share files
and data.

Freelancers have
also voiced their con-
cerns that they are un-
able to complete and de-
liver their projects on the
respective websites, re-
sulting in negative feed-
back by clients and tar-
nishing the image of Pa-
kistani freelancers.

A known
freelancing platform is
said to have made sev-
eral accounts in Pakistan
unavailable due to
internet disruptions in
recent times.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal,  ands
British High Commissioner  Jane Marriott jointly launch the District Education Performance Index.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Finance and in a meeting Mehmat T Nane Chairperson of Pegasus Airlines.
accompanied by Muhammad Ali Tabba CEO of lucky cement limited.
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.19/2024

Habib Bank Limited through its attorneys,
Complex Baranch Quetta.                    Plaintiff

    VERSUS

Asooda Trade & Retail
Through partners namely
       1.  Khudai Dost S/o Khudai Rahim,
       2.  Asif Khan S/o Khudai Dost,
       3. Mst. Sabira D/o Khudai Dost,
       4. Mst. Saira D/o Khudai Dost,
            Office at Bacha Khan Chowk Loralai.                             DEFENDANT
Near Purana Bijli Ghar Mohallah Quetta Road Loralai.
Cell: 0331-8968857.

            SUIT U/S   9 OF   FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF
FINANCES)  ORDINANCE 2001 FOR  RECOVERY  RS:  29,067,561/-

PMYBL, DF ALONG WITH MARKUP, COST OF FUND AND COST
OF SUIT

               NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under sec-
tion 9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS:
1,765,234/- balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of
which copy can be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to
obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof
to appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance
to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is12-09-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 22nd  day of August, 2024.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.20/2024

Habib Bank Limited through its attorneys,
Complex Baranch Quetta.                    Plaintiff

    VERSUS

Adil Trading Company
Through partners namely
       1.  Khudai Dost S/o Khudai Rahim,
       Office at Baccha Khan Chowk Loralai,
       3. Mst. Sabira D/o Khudai Dost,
       4. Mst. Saira D/o Khudai Dost,
            Office at Bacha Khan Chowk Loralai.                             DEFENDANT
Permanent Resident of Purana Bijli Ghar Quetta Road Loralai.
Cell: 0331-8968857.

           SUIT U/S   9 OF   FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF
FINANCES)  ORDINANCE 2001 FOR  RECOVERY  RS:  29,067,561/-

ALONG WITH MARKUP, COST OF FUND AND COST OF SUIT

               NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 29,067,561/
- balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is12-09-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 22nd  day of August, 2024.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.22/2024

Bank Islami Pakistan Limited, having registered office at
11th Floor, Executive Tower Dolmen City, Marine Drive
Block 4 Clifton Karachi.                    Plaintiff

    VERSUS

    Ghulam Sarwar Son of Pai Muhammad CNIC # 54400-3016410-7,
    Resident of Haji Ghabi Road Shaldhra Quetta and
    Haji Sadiq Kakar Property Dealer Block No. 3 near Gelani Hospital
    Satellite Town Quetta.

           SUIT FOR RECOVERY  RS:  3801527/81 ALONG-WITH COST
OF FUND   U/S   9 OF  THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY

OF FINANCES)  ORDINANCE # XLVI OF 2001.

               NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under sec-
tion 9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 3801527/
81 balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy
can be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave
from the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is12-09-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 22nd  day of August, 2024.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

Business leader commends govt’s decision
to reduce its expenditures

Govt to establish
Teachers Training
Center to improve

quality of education:
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives Prof
Ahsan Iqbal has an-
nounced that the govern-
ment within two years will
establish a state-of-the-
art Teachers Training
Center for improving qual-
ity of education and to
produce manpower meet-
ing contemporary needs.

Speaking during the
launching ceremony of
the District Education
Performance Index-2023
here on Friday, he said the
incumbent government
led by Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
had initiated this project
during its last tenure but
due to political instability
it remained incomplete.

Ahsan Iqbal said
that in collaboration with
provincial education de-
partments, the Center
would be the best in South
Asia, where students
could get quality educa-
tion focusing on improv-
ing their critical thinking,
creativity, problem-solv-
ing and team learning
skills.

He said it would be a

paradigm shift from memo-
rization-based education
adding that the initiative
would also reform the ex-
isting examination system.

The minister plan-
ning said that memoriza-
tion-based education was
irrelevant in the modern
era, where innovation and
creativity derived devel-
opment.

He believed that the
country could not achieve
the required goals of
progress and prosperity
without improving the
education standard and
developing human re-
sources. “The develop-
ment of infrastructure
alone cannot be useful.”

Ahsan Iqbal citing ex-
amples from the world said
no single country has at-
tained development and
prosperity without achiev-
ing at least a 90 percent lit-
eracy rate. “Development
is not possible without
achieving the universal
primary enrollment educa-
tion target.” The minister
also mentioned some other
challenges, including the
lack of an export-led
economy and political in-
stability.

KARACHI (INP): Chairman of the
FPCCI Advisory Board and Na-
tional Business Group Pakistan,
President Pakistan Businessmen
and Intellectuals Forum, and All
Karachi Industrial Alliance and
former provincial minister, Mian
Zahid Hussain has commended
the decision of the government to
decrease its expenditures.

Talking to business commu-
nity on Friday, he termed the cut
in government’s expenditures vi-
tal for economic revival and said
that without it economic develop-
ment of country was not possible.

He said that the condition of
people was deteriorating due to
the continuous increase in taxes,
but the government's income was
not improving because its ex-
penses were continuously in-
creasing.

Mian Zahid Hussain further
stated that the continuous in-
crease in expenditure was not
only happening in the current

government, but it has been go-
ing on for the last several de-
cades, and no government has
tried to reduce the expenses.

All governments instead
have increased their dependence
on loans, causing the country to
reach the bankruptcy threshold,
he added.

The business leader said that
it was possible to reduce people's
problems only by reducing ex-
penses, as it will produce other
positive results.

He said that the PM had an-
nounced the elimination of one
and a half lakh posts, the impend-
ing closure of several institutions
or their mergers, and the imposi-
tion of a ban on new recruitments.

On the one hand, it has been
decided to close the National In-
formation Technology Board; on
the other hand, it has been de-
cided to speed up the process of
privatisation of institutions,
which was welcome because the

failed institutions were causing a
loss of trillions of rupees to the
country every year.

According to Mian Zahid
Hussain, the Prime Minister has
decided to increase the Gwadar
port's activity and suggested that
the port should handle half of the
cargo, thereby alleviating the pres-
sure on the Karachi port.

The PM has also announced
necessary steps, setting a target
of fifty billion dollars for IT ex-
ports.

The business leader stated
that due to a shortage of employ-
ees and institutions, there was a
pressing need to reduce the size
of the cabinet, which was signifi-
cantly larger than that of devel-
oped countries, thereby wasting
billions of rupees.

He advocated for the with-
drawal of free electricity, gas, and
telephone facilities for govern-
ment officials, the reduction of
other privileges.

Islamabad rally
postponed to
avoid unrest,
says Imran

RAWALPINDI (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Founder and former
Prime Minister Imran
Khan on Friday dis-
closed that while in jail,
he was informed that
holding a rally in
Islamabad could lead to
national unrest, prompt-
ing the decision to can-
cel the event.

During an informal
discussion with journal-
ists at Adiala Jail, Imran
Khan explained that the
rally in Islamabad was
called off due to concerns
over the Khatm-e-
Nubuwwat matter.

He mentioned that
he was warned that the
topic was highly sensi-
tive, with religious parties
already protesting in
Islamabad. Fearing po-
tential chaos, the rally
was postponed. He fur-
ther added that had the
rally taken place, there
was a significant risk of a
repeat of the May 9 inci-
dent. The judicial inquiry
into the previous May 9
event still remains pend-
ing.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of legal aid society had a meeting with Federal Minister for Law and
Justice and Human Rights Senator  Azam Nazir Tarar.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on matters to Small and Medium
Enterprises Development Authority.

IDSP University Hosts International Youth
Skills Day in Quetta

Salmeen Khapalwak:

QUETTA: IDSP University
for Community Development or-
ganized International Youth Skills
Day at  Quetta’s Hanna Urak, in
collaboration with the Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF)
and NAVTTC. The event, part of
the PPAF’s “Restoring Social Ser-
vices and Climate Resilience”
project, featured Chief Guests in-
cluding Commissioner Quetta
Hamza Shafqat and DG NAVTTC
Hassan Bakhsh Magsi.

The day included panel dis-
cussions, workshops, and exhibi-
tions showcasing the talents of
young people. Commissioner
Hamza Shafqat emphasized the
importance of empowering youth
to thrive in a dynamic
Balochistan. DG NAVTTC Hassan
Bukhsh Magsi highlighted the
future’s dependence on today’s

skill acquisition.
Students and participants

praised the event, with attendee
Sadia stating, “Events like this
inspire me to keep developing my

skills.”
 The event concluded with a

call for ongoing support for youth
skills development throughout
the year.

Afghan Refugees in Pakistan: A Historical
Overview
By Attiq Durrani:

Afghan Migration to Pa-
kistan Pakistan hosts approxi-
mately three million Afghans.
The migration of Afghans to
Pakistan has been primarily
triggered by significant politi-
cal upheavals in Afghanistan,
particularly the Soviet Union’s
invasion in the late 1970s. His-
torically, there has been move-
ment across the border due to
shared ethno-linguistic groups
such as Pashtuns, Hazaras,
and Gujjars. The border region,
inherited by Pakistan in 1947,
has remained fluid, facilitating
population flows. However, it
was only with the Soviet inva-
sion that millions of Afghans
sought refuge in Pakistan.

The Afghan Population in
Pakistan Since the 1970s, Pa-
kistan has hosted over eight
million Afghans, with many re-
turning to Afghanistan or mi-
grating elsewhere. Today,
three million Afghans remain
in Pakistan: 1.4 million are reg-
istered refugees, and 1.0-1.5
million are undocumented. A
2011 survey revealed that 74
percent of Afghans in Pakistan
were born there and are, in a

sociological sense, Pakistani.
Among the registered

refugees, 56 percent are male
and 44 percent are female, with
children comprising 50 percent
of the population. Overall, 72
percent of Afghans in Pakistan
are women and children. The
majority (85 percent) of the
registered Afghan refugees
are of Pashtun origin, with
other ethnic groups such as
Tajiks, Uzbeks, Turkmens, and
Hazaras also present.

About 32 percent of reg-
istered Afghans live in refugee
camps, while 68 percent reside
in urban areas, often in infor-
mal settlements with limited
access to basic necessities and
security. However, living con-
ditions in refugee camps are
also challenging due to reduced
international funding and the
closure of some camps.

Pakistan has played a sig-
nificant role in supporting Af-
ghan refugees for decades.


