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Violent Attacks Claim 38 Lives In Balochistan
Manan Mandokhail, Syed Ali Shah, Abdul Rehman Musakhail, Nashad Baloch, Abdullah Lehri:

QUETTA, MUSAKHAIL,
MASTUNG, SIBI: Balochistan
was rocked by a wave of violent
incidents on Monday, resulting in
the tragic loss of 38 lives. Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, confirmed the death toll
during a press conference, reveal-
ing that 21 terrorists were killed
by security forces, who also
thwarted a major terror attack in
the Lasbela district.

Already struggling with in-
stability, Balochistan has faced
one of its most challenging peri-
ods in recent memory, with mul-
tiple attacks spread across vari-
ous districts.

One of the most horrific inci-
dents occurred in the Musakhail
district, where 23 passengers
were forcibly removed from their
vehicles and executed. The vio-
lence extended to the Kalat dis-
trict, where an assault on security
forces resulted in the deaths of 10
people, including five security
personnel and five civilians. Se-
nior police officer Ayub Achakzai
informed quettavoice.com that the
armed assailants offloaded the
passengers and methodically
killed them after verifying their
identities.

Railway Bridge
Blown Up

The series of attacks began
with the destruction of the Dozan
railway bridge in the mountainous
Bolan Valley. This vital piece of
infrastructure, which connected

Balochistan to Sindh and Punjab
via rail, was obliterated, further
isolating the province. In Noshki,
militants launched an attack near
the Frontier Corps fort, injuring
five civilians.

In the southern part of the
province, six bodies were discov-
ered in the Sibi district, adding to
the grim tally of casualties.

Mastung’s Daringarh police sta-
tion was also targeted by militants,
but fortunately, there were no ca-
sualties. Meanwhile, in the Pishin
district, a grenade attack left two
people injured, with a government
office being the target. In Lasbela,
three security officials were mur-
dered in a targeted attack, al-
though a larger assault was suc-

cessfully repelled by security
forces.

CM Bugti Vows To Bring
Perpetrators To Book

Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti condemned the wave of vio-
lence and reiterated the
government’s commitment to

eradicating terrorism.
“Thirty-eight innocent lives

were taken, and they were inno-
cent Pakistanis,” Bugti declared.
He emphasized the gravity of the
situation, saying, “Highways, in-
nocent passengers—murdered.
Twenty-one terrorists were killed,
and more will follow. This is the
state’s war.”

Bugti delivered a stern mes-
sage to those sympathizing with
the militants: “Sympathizers have
no answer. This is genocide and
brutality. Terrorists have no
ethnicity or religion. You cannot
impose your ideology through
force.” He urged the public to re-
ject violence, adding, “Don’t glo-
rify terrorism; instead, support a
peaceful Balochistan.”

Drop Your Weapons,
Then Talk: Bugti

The Balochistan Assembly
has officially labeled these inci-
dents as acts of terrorism. Ex-
pressing his frustration, Bugti
said, “You take to the streets, kill
innocent people, and then van-
ish. This is an intelligence-driven
war; we will not spare anyone.”

He also extended a hand to
those involved in the violence,
encouraging them to surrender
their weapons and join the peace
process.

“Drop your weapons and join
the peace process. We refuse to
be silent spectators to this terror-
ism. Labourers and barbers are
being killed.”

As Balochistan remains on
high alert, the government main-
tains a firm stance against the vio-
lence while offering a path to
peace for those willing to lay
down their arms. The resolve of
Balochistan’s leadership and the
resilience of its people will be criti-
cal in navigating this turbulent
period.

Sadiq Umrani
Strongly Condemns

Killing Of Passengers
Staff  Reporter:

QUETTA: Balochistan’s
Minister for Irrigation, Mir Sadiq
Umrani, has expressed strong
condemnation following the
tragic incident in Musakhail
district.

Armed assailants halted
buses and trucks along the
inter-provincial highway,
offloading passengers and
opening fire.

The brutal attack claimed at
least 23 lives, with victims
reportedly from Punjab.

As investigations continue,
Minister Umrani emphasizes the
need for swift justice and
improved security measures.

Ayub demands
immediate

announcement of
new CJP amid

extension rumours
NEWS DESK: Opposition

leader in National Assembly and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Secretary General, Omar Ayub
Khan, has called on the govern-
ment to immediately announce
the name of the new chief
justice, replacing CJP Qazi Faez
Isa, amid specualtions of a
possible tenure extension.

Addressing the National
Assembly on Monday, Ayub
stressed that the government
should promptly reveal the new
chief justice's name in the
current circumstances. He
warned of strong protests if any
legislation on this matter is
introduced.

Ayub demanded that the
law minister clarify the situation
regarding the appointment of
the Chief Justice of Pakistan. In
response, Federal Minister for
Law, Azam Nazeer Tarar,
provided an explanation to the
assembly.

Minister Tarar stated that,
under the existing Constitution
and laws, a senior judge from
the high courts could be
appointed as chief justice by the
Judicial Commission and
Parliamentary Committee.

23 Passengers Brutally
Murdered In Musakhail

Balochistan
Abdul Rehman Musakhail:

MUSAKHAIL BALOCHISTAN:
In a horrifying incident, armed
assailants targeted passengers
in Balochistan’s Musakhail dis-
trict.  The attackers halted
trucks and buses along the in-
ter-provincial highway in the
Rarasham area, systematically
offloading passengers.

Ayub Achakzai, a senior police
officer told quettavoice.com via
phone and termed the attack a
targeted attack. Most of the vic-
tims were labourers returning to
their homes, he mentioned.

He informed the passengers were
travelling from Balochistan to
Punjab province when the trag-
edy struck.

After verifying their identities,
they opened fire, resulting in the
loss of at least 23 lives.

The victims, reportedly from
Punjab, faced a grim fate as the
assailants also set ablaze ten
vehicles.

Authorities are investigating this
brutal act, and the community

mourns the lives cut short by
this senseless violence.

Our thoughts are with the af-
fected families during this diffi-
cult time.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti strongly con-
demned the attack and vowed
to bring the perpetrators to
book. In a condemnation state-
ment, Mr. Bugti stated that the
terrorists behind the attack
would be brought to justice.

The dead bodies of the victims
were shifted to the district head-
quarters hospital Musakhail. A
large number of people also
reached the hospital when the
dead bodies reached the hos-
pital.

Utility stores shutdown:
Employees protest outside

Islamabad head office
NEWS DESK: Utility Stores

employees have launched a sit-in
outside the head office, protest-
ing against the government's
plans to close the organiSation
under its rightsizing initiative.

According to Express News,
the employees strongly oppose
the proposed shutdown, which
has led them to stage a sit-in to-
day. Chanting slogans against the
government, the workers ex-
pressed their frustration and con-
cerns over the potential loss of
their jobs. Arif Shah, the Union
Leader for Utility Stores, revealed
that the protest had commenced
with the participation of all em-
ployees. "We do not accept the
government's decision to close
Utility Stores, and we demand that
this decision be reversed immedi-
ately," Arif added in a statement.

He further emphasiSed the
need for regularizing daily wage
and contract employees, high-
lighting that salaries have not
been increased in the last four
years. "We are calling for a 100%

salary increase, and this sit-in will
continue until all our demands are
met”, Arif said. The federal gov-
ernment decision to close utility
stores nationwide, is expected to
significantly impact millions of
low-income families who rely on
discounted essential goods.

This decision follows the dis-
continuation of a Rs50 billion sub-
sidy that previously offered relief
to around 26 million households.

During a recent Senate
Standing Committee meeting, the
Secretary of Industry confirmed
that the government is consider-
ing shutting down utility stores
as part of a right-sizing initiative.

The funds saved from the
subsidy will be redirected to ad-
dress the energy crisis, particu-
larly in offering relief on electric-
ity bills. The subsidy, which pro-
vided up to 25% discounts on es-
sentials like flour, ghee, rice, sugar,
and pulses, has already been
halted, meaning these items will
now be sold at regular market
prices.

CM Bugti Vows To Bring Perpetrators
To Book

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti condemned the
wave of violence and reiterated
the government’s commitment to
eradicating terrorism. “Thirty-
eight innocent lives were taken,
and they were innocent Paki-
stanis,” Bugti declared. He empha-
sized the gravity of the situation,
saying, “Highways, innocent pas-
sengers—murdered. Twenty-one
terrorists were killed, and more will
follow. This is the state’s war.”

Bugti delivered a stern mes-
sage to those sympathizing with
the militants: “Sympathizers have
no answer. This is genocide and
brutality. Terrorists have no
ethnicity or religion. You cannot
impose your ideology through
force.” He urged the public to re-
ject violence, adding, “Don’t glo-
rify terrorism; instead, support a
peaceful Balochistan.”

Drop Your Weap-
ons, Then Talk:

Bugti
The Balochistan Assembly

has officially labeled these inci-
dents as acts of terrorism. Ex-
pressing his frustration, Bugti

said, “You take to the streets, kill
innocent people, and then van-
ish. This is an intelligence-driven
war; we will not spare anyone.”

He also extended a hand to
those involved in the violence,
encouraging them to surrender
their weapons and join the peace
process.

“Drop your weapons and join
the peace process. We refuse to
be silent spectators to this terror-

ism. Labourers and barbers are
being killed.”

As Balochistan remains on
high alert, the government main-
tains a firm stance against the vio-
lence while offering a path to
peace for those willing to lay
down their arms. The resolve of
Balochistan’s leadership and the
resilience of its people will be criti-
cal in navigating this turbulent
period.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti addressing a
news conference: Photo Ismail Khan

A levies station was attacked in the Mastung district of Balochistan

21 terrorists killed in Balochistan operations
after deadly attacks: ISPR

NEWS DESK: At least 21 ter-
rorists were killed in clearance
operations across Balochistan af-
ter a series of deadly attacks on
civilians and security forces, the
military said on Monday.

The attacks,  which took
place on Sunday night, resulted
in the deaths of 14 security per-
sonnel, including ten soldiers and
four law enforcement officers.

"Fourteen brave sons of the
soil, including ten soldiers of the
security forces and four law en-
forcement personnel, embraced
shahadat after fighting gallantly,"
the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said in a statement.

The ISPR further stated that
the attacks were conducted on
the behest of "inimical and hos-
tile forces" aiming to disrupt the
peace and development of
Balochistan. The attacks were fo-
cused on targeting innocent ci-
vilians, particularly in Musakhel,
Kalat, and Lasbela districts, where
numerous civilians lost their lives.

In Musakhel district, terror-
ists intercepted a bus in the Rara
Sham area and targeted innocent

citizens who were working in
Balochistan to earn their liveli-
hood. The militants forced the
passengers off the vehicles and
shot them after checking their iden-
tity cards, according to Senior Su-
perintendent of Police (SSP) Ayub
Achakzai. Twenty-three people,
mostly from Punjab province,
were killed in the Musakhel mas-
sacre. The assailants set fire to 35
vehicles before fleeing the scene.

The Baloch Liberation Army

(BLA) claimed responsibility for
the attacks in a statement emailed
to journalists, alleging it was re-
sponsible for numerous other at-
tacks, including one on a major
paramilitary base. However, this
claim has not been independently
verified. Security forces and law
enforcement agencies immedi-
ately responded to the Musakhel
incident, launching clearance op-
erations that resulted in the
deaths of 21 terrorists.
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Ziarat Juniper Forest in Peril: Ancient Trees Face
Deforestation Threat

Summan Ismail:

The Ziarat Juniper

Forest, nestled in
Pakistan’s Balochistan
territory, stands as a
testament to nature’s
splendor and history’s
embrace. This ancient
forest is renowned for
its towering, thousand-
year-old Juniper trees,
which rank among the
world’s oldest and tall-
est. This article ex-
plores the profound
significance of the
Ziarat Juniper Forest,
its historical roots, eco-
logical importance,
and the pressing need
for conservation ef-
forts.
A Glimpse into

History
The story of the

Ziarat Juniper Forest is
a journey through
time. Once inhabited
by nomadic tribes,
these Juniper trees
served as versatile re-
sources. They pro-
vided fuel, construc-
tion materials, and me-

dicinal remedies, in-
graining themselves in
the local culture. Over
generations, the forest
became a cherished
asset, safeguarded by
tribal elders.
A Global Eco-
logical Gem

In recent years,
the Ziarat Juniper For-
est has garnered inter-
national recognition for
its unique and vital eco-
system. It is an integral
part of the region’s
biodiversity, hosting a
diverse array of plant
and animal species.
Furthermore, the Juni-
per trees themselves
offer a rich source of
genetic information,
fueling discoveries in
ecology and herbal sci-
ence.
The Dark Side

of Progress
While the past de-

cade has brought com-
fort and progress to the
region, it has come at
a steep price. One in-
dustry that has thrived

at the expense of the
forest is the furniture
sector, leading to ex-
tensive deforestation.
These ancient wood-
lands, found mostly at
altitudes above 2000
meters, are under se-
vere threat. The
Ziarat region, home to
approximately 5000-
year-old Juniperus spe-
cies, faces rampant
deforestation due to
domestic fuel con-
sumption, agricultural
expansion, construc-
tion, medicinal use,
and furniture produc-
tion.

Alarming
Trends: A

Deforestation
Study

A recent report
titled “Observing Car-
bon Stock and Land-
Use Change in 5000-
Year-Old Juniper
Woods Stand of
Ziarat, Balochistan,
through a Synergistic
Methodology” con-
ducted a comprehen-

sive analysis of the
forest. The study re-
vealed a substantial
reduction in the
Juniperus tree popula-
tion from 71,005 hect-
ares to 50,311 hect-
ares between 1988
and 2018, alongside a
decline in agricultural
land in the same pe-
riod. This academic
publication also noted
a decrease in the
forest’s carbon supply,
primarily due to defor-
estation.

Protecting
Wildlife and
Promoting
Sustainable

Tourism
Conservation ef-

forts are underway to
protect the diverse
wildlife within the
Ziarat Juniper Forest.
Endangered species
such as the Asiatic
Mountain Bear, Snow
Leopard, and Markhor
call this forest home,
and preserving their
habitat is paramount.

Simultaneously, initia-
tives aim to promote
sustainable tourism,
allowing visitors from
around the world to
appreciate the forest’s
natural beauty and
ecological signifi-
cance.

The Call to
Action

The allure of the
valuable Juniper wood
has led to its exploita-
tion, with reports even
implicating authorities
in the illegal trade. To
secure the future of
this ancient forest, im-
mediate action is es-
sential. It is imperative
that we collectively
embrace sustainable
practices, raise
awareness, and curb
deforestation. Only by
doing so can we en-
sure the preservation
of this unique species
and its vital role in our
natural world. To-
gether, we must act
responsibly to safe-
guard the Ziarat Juni-
per Forest for genera-
tions to come.

The thin blue line in crisis
By Afzal Ali Shigri:

THE spotlight on

Pakistan’s police force
tends to be for all the
wrong reasons. Political
parties frequently in-
clude police reform in
their manifestos and
statements. However,
this commitment often
seems like a mere ritual.
Periodically, commis-
sions, committees, and
experts are engaged to
suggest reforms. Yet,
their recommendations
typically end up being
superficially imple-
mented, and are ulti-
mately consigned to the
archives.

Even when reforms
are introduced, they’re
often not taken seri-
ously. If their implemen-
tation challenges arbi-
trary government deci-
sions, they’re reversed
or abandoned. It’s a
cycle where change is
promised, but meaning-
ful progress remains elu-
sive, leaving the police
system stagnant and in-
effective.

This approach has
had a destructive impact
on our policing.
Resultantly, successive
governments, instead of
considering this central
aspect of governance
when facing law-and-or-
der challenges, often
look for quick-fix solu-
tions. The easy way out
is to call in the civil armed
forces that were created
for the specific func-
tions of protecting the
borders and enforcing
the law in areas gov-
erned under special laws
for a predetermined pe-
riod.

This option has so
frequently been applied
that it has practically
become a regular feature
of law enforcement, re-

sulting in the overlap of
jurisdictions, without
delineation of the
spheres of responsibility
of two forces. Karachi is
a classic example of such
an arrangement that has
continued for many
years. According to the
law, the responsibility of
crime control and main-
tenance of peace lies
with the police. The civil
armed forces have a sup-
porting role to play.

Even when police
reforms are introduced,
they’re often not taken
seriously.

A force permanently
deployed in a certain ju-
risdiction cannot work in
a supporting role indefi-
nitely and is, therefore,
delegated policing pow-
ers for a fixed period,
creating a dichotomy in
the most important func-
tion of the state. If pro-
longed reliance on the
civil armed forces is in-
evitable, the government
should enact a special
law and assign a speci-
fied area for policing to
them so that they are held
accountable for their ac-
tions.

Here’s a summary of
common grievances
against the police:

1 The police often
resort to harsh methods
reminiscent of colonial-
era suppression, espe-
cially in the rural areas,
with little or no account-
ability for their actions.

2) The katcha area
in two provinces has
turned into a lawless no-
go zone and a safe ha-
ven for gangs of dacoits,
who resort to violent
crime in the cities and
towns and then return to
this riverine area.

3) Urban megacities
suffer from a notable po-
licing failure to control

crime, leading to the pro-
liferation of organised
crime syndicates and
rampant street crime.

4) Corruption within
the police, coupled with
undue external influ-
ences, undermines trust
in law enforcement, leav-
ing citizens with no re-
course even in the case
of minor incidents.

5) Frequent inci-
dents of terrorism per-
petuate an atmosphere of
fear among the people
who hold the police re-
sponsible for this situa-
tion.

6) A dysfunctional
criminal justice system
fails to convict criminals,
allowing them to operate
with impunity, thus con-
tinuing a cycle of crime
and victimisation, and
the police being the co-
ercive arm of the criminal
justice system is held re-
sponsible.

The routine re-
sponse to these com-
plaints includes new dra-
conian laws that give
vast powers to the execu-
tive, the establishment
of new law-enforcement
units/ institutions, spe-
cial courts, and funds for
fancy equipment. To
make matters worse, the
postings of officers at
command level generally
violate the rules and the
much-trumpeted policy
of merit in political mani-
festos. When these offic-
ers fail to deliver, result-
ing in protests, they are
suspended and
penalised and
scapegoated for any fail-
ure. Successive govern-
ments have failed to re-
form the criminal justice
system, particularly its
core component, the po-
lice force.

Ironically, amidst
numerous reports from

commissions and com-
mittees, it was a dictator
who, in 2002, repealed
the antiquated colonial-
era police law. This leg-
islation addressed all
fundamental aspects of
policing, drawing from
international best prac-
tices in law enforcement.
It established an opera-
tionally independent po-
lice force democratically
overseen by civil soci-
ety. The streamlining in-
cluded upgraded com-
mand structures and
specialisation.

Moreover, it intro-
duced civil society over-
sight through various
tiers of public safety
commissions and en-
sured accountability us-
ing independent police
complaint authorities for
each police force. And
yet, this law was muti-
lated with the advent of
a political government
under the same ruler.

Subsequently, un-
der the guise of the 18th
Constitutional Amend-
ment, elected govern-
ments legislated a new
provincial police law,
rendering it corrupt be-
yond recognition, in vio-
lation of a Supreme
Court ruling declaring
the police law a concur-
rent subject. Strangely,
the 1861 Police Act re-
mains the valid law for
ICT, blatantly flouting a
high court judgement.

In 2018, the then
Supreme Court chief jus-
tice, alarmed by public
grievances regarding
policing, convened a
committee of nine retired
IGPs under the Law and
Justice Commission of
Pakistan. Tasked with
examining key issues in
policing, the committee
proposed recommenda-
tions for government ac-

tion.  These encom-
passed a standardised
model for police law, en-
hanced police account-
ability, improved inves-
tigation procedures, al-
ternative dispute resolu-
tion methods, urban po-
licing strategies,
counterterrorism mea-
sures by the criminal jus-
tice system, and legisla-
tive reforms. Comprising
both retired and serving
police officers, this com-
mittee produced a com-
prehensive report within
six months, following
rigorous consultation.
Copies of the report were
distributed to all the
provinces, with direc-
tives to consider and act
upon it in accordance
with judgements issued
by the superior courts on
related matters. How-
ever, the provinces dis-
played little interest.

The glaring lack of
action and genuine effort
towards enacting sub-
stantive reforms under-
scores the struggle to
achieve meaningful po-
lice reform.

 This inertia is fu-
elled by entrenched in-
terests and short-term
political motives that
favour a police force
lacking in accountability,
strength, and indepen-
dence, and serving the
ruling elite rather than
ensuring the safety and
peace pledged to the
public. It is imperative for
political leaders to ac-
knowledge that sustain-
able security and peace
cannot coexist with a
flawed policing appara-
tus.  Instead of
scapegoating an already
compromised institution,
it is time for introspection
and decisive corrective
measures to rectify sys-
temic issues.

A timeless classic
By Syed Fahim:

‘This is Pakistan…’
By Faisal Bari:

A  YOUNG man

cheated on one of his as-
signments. His professor
referred the case to the
relevant committee for
investigation and adjudi-
cation. I was, at the time,
the department chair.
The mother of the young
man called and said she
wanted to see me even
though I explained to her
that the case was with the
relevant committee and I
could not intervene in
the process. When she
came, accompanied by
one of her brothers, she
started out by saying
that she had lost her hus-
band and the young man
his father. I offered my
condolences but did
point out that since her
husband had passed
away many years ago,
this could not really ex-
plain why the young
man had cheated.

She was not thrilled
by my response. The
next thing she said was:
“It was just cheating.
What is the big deal? It
happens all the time in
Pakistan. Do you not
live in Pakistan?”

When this outburst
was also not helpful, she
went on to tell me that
one of her brothers was
a senior civil servant
while another was a se-
nior officer in the army
and I should be aware of
the consequences if we
insisted on taking the
case further. At that
point, I had to ask her to
leave my office.

When I narrated the
incident to the others,
the typical response
was, ‘this is Pakistan.
What did you expect?
Where do you live?’

How is asking for
quality in work an issue
of citizenship?

I do live in Pakistan
and have lived here most
of my life. Two hundred
and forty million-plus
people also live in Paki-
stan and they come in all
shapes and sizes. How-
ever normalised or
institutionalised cheating
might become, why
should we accept it as
normal?

And if some people,
and I am sure it is not
some people but many
people, do not accept
cheating as normal, why
does that leave a ques-
tion mark on their citizen-
ship or their ability to live,
survive and thrive in this
society? It seems that
such arguments are the
refuge of those who do
not have an argument.

Recently, I had a re-
minder of this way of
thinking from a very dif-
ferent domain. We have
some renovation going

on in our house. The
mason and other people
working on the renova-
tion say they will show
up at 8am but do not
show up till 11am; if they
do, they work at a snail’s
pace even though they
are not on a daily wage
contract, are exception-
ally careless about clean-
liness, have to be re-
minded of things con-
stantly, compromise on
the quality of work un-
less supervised all the
time (literally), and try to
make money any way
they can in procurement
and/ or usage. It is almost
as if you cannot rely on
anything they say.
When we had that dis-
cussion with their boss,
after the initial to and fro,
his response was “this
is Pakistan.

This is not how
things happen here.
Where do you think you

live? Are you sure you
have been living in Paki-
stan?”

How is not coming
to work on time a char-
acter trait? How is ask-
ing for quality in work an
issue of citizenship?

The underlying is-
sue seems to be differ-
ent. If a tailor does not
deliver your clothes on
time, what can you do?
If the breach of a verbal
promise or contract, and
in many cases in Paki-
stan even on written
contracts, has no conse-
quences for the party
breaching the agree-
ment, they will not take
the contract seriously. It
will be a matter of con-
venience for them.

If the mason comes
late, what can you do?
You can shout at him,
and if he is smart he will
say ‘sorry’ but continue
doing what is convenient

for him. You can fire the
mason and change your
tailor, but the cost of do-
ing so for you can be sig-
nificant in terms of find-
ing an alternative and/ or
developing a new rela-
tionship. I

f the mason or tailor
has a big enough clien-
tele and he/ she knows
that the cost of finding
an alternative for you can
be significant, the mason
or tailor has certain lee-
way. You can keep shout-
ing and he will keep hear-
ing and not listening and
the work will continue
the same way.

This is an interest-
ing and significant
incompletion of the mar-
ket. If behaviour had con-
sequences — say there
was a central information
portal that rated all ma-
sons and tailors and poor
ratings impacted the
work the mason or tailor

would get — he or she
would care.

Imagine the extreme
impact of reputational
damage: if you were late
in delivery of clothes by
one day to one client, it
would mean a complete
loss of reputation and all
future tailoring work. In
such circumstances, do
you think the tailor, bar-
ring extreme unavoidable
circumstances that are
allowed for in most con-
tracts, would fail to de-
liver on time? Of course,
this is an extreme sce-
nario to make the point.
But the provider would
take into account the ex-
tent of reputational dam-
age resulting from a
breach of contract.

Of course there can
be legal remedies for
such breaches, but the
law is an unwieldy, slow-
moving and costly way
to deal with issues. Un-

less the matter is grave
and involves a signifi-
cant money or other loss,
invoking the law for
such matters seems im-
practical and an overkill.
It has to be through po-
tential loss of business
due to reputational im-
pacts.

This will not make
the system work well in
every case, but it will
make things better, just
as the ratings on Airbnb
or Uber etc work — with
some margin of unre-
solved issues but better
than when there is no
reputational impact of
poor delivery.

It will cure this righ-
teous attitude of asking
about the other person’s
citizenship, and saying
this is how things are
done in Pakistan and im-
plying the other person
is not fit to survive, live
and thrive in Pakistan.

TO be generally agreed

upon as a classic, works
should meet some com-
mon high standards for
quality, appeal, longev-
ity, and influence. Such
a work must be of high
artistic quality, at least for
the time in which it was
written. It should not
only represent that era
but also should stand
the test of time. It should
have universal appeal,
spark intellectual de-
bates, shape societal at-
titudes, and be able to
inspire generations to
relate to its message.
While the Holy Quran is
a religious scripture, let
us examine how at the
same time it is a timeless
‘classic’. Every time one
reads the Quran intend-
ing to understand its
message, one can expect
to discover a new per-
spective from the same
text that had previously
alluded to a different
meaning. This is, in es-
sence, due to the matu-
rity of thought and expe-
rience of the individual
reading the Quran — the
evolution of the mindset
between the two in-
stances of reading the
same text on two differ-
ent occasions. However,
how one benefits from it
is left to the reader, or
maybe a more apt term
should be the ‘discov-
erer’ of its message.

The Quran is a
grand sum of stories of
the past, rumblings of
the present, prophecies
of the future, rhetorical
questions aimed at unbe-
lievers, answers to the
ridiculing questions of
the disbelievers, descrip-
tion of nature and super-
nature, a teaser for what
is yet to be discovered,

explanation of what is
observed but not under-
stood, decrees for a
newly forming commu-
nity, and a lot more. The
variety and intricacy of
subjects it covers make
the Quran an ideal cata-
lyst to spark intellectual
debates and keep it rel-
evant 15 centuries later.

The Quran may
show you multiple mes-
sages on the same page.
A busy person may open
it randomly to recite just
one bit at a given time
for blessings.

They may come
across an anecdote, a
warning, a supplication,
or a proclamation within
that one page.

This is one way of
ensuring that the reader
gets the maximum ben-
efit from even short
spurts of reading the
text,  instead of just
learning about one topic.
One can always find all
verses on a particular
topic, which have been
assembled and pub-
lished widely.

Alternatively, one
can look up a word or a
topic in any modern
Quran app if that is the
intention.

This is, in fact, a
higher degree of reading
the Quran, a sort of con-
sulting the book. And
this is where one really
starts discovering the
scheme and sophistica-
tion of the book.

The Quran may
show multiple messages
on the same page.

One may find it per-
plexing when interre-
lated messages are
found to be intertwined
or, in other cases, scat-
tered among various
surahs and sections of
the Quran. However,

herein lies the beauty of
the scheme of assembly.
For a curious reader, this
is the start of an exhaust-
ing yet exhilarating quest
to figure out the puzzle.
Often, one finds nuggets
of wisdom on a course,
and then the trail may
seem to disappear. Find-
ing the next clue is a chal-
lenge that keeps the
reader returning to the
book, deepening one’s
learning. And once the
trail is found again, it
brings the euphoria and
the urge to get to the next
discovery. This structure
also fuels the centuries-
long appeal of the text,
with each new generation
unveiling new and im-
proved nuances from the
scripture.

The notion may ap-
pear elusive, though, if
the reader does not even
know what the text
means. One may learn the
Arabic phonics to be able
to read the Quran judi-
ciously.

But how can one ex-
pect to feel a tug at their
heart  without even
realising if the verse they
just read was a qu--estion
or an ans-w--er? It is
hence imp-erative that the
Quran should ideally be
read alongside its trans-
lation if the person read-
ing it is not a spea-ker of
the Arabic language.

A modern-day per-
son reading the Quran
may find the discourse
on cosmology, meteorol-
ogy, or anatomy simpli-
fied; but this was the
state of humans when the
glorious book was re-
vealed. In fact, the perma-
nent beauty of its verses
is evident in the fact that
human beings in all peri-
ods of history have
found wisdom in them.

Restoring Quetta to Its Former Glory
Editorial:

The completion of the  Quetta Solid Waste Management Project in a
record time of just three months stands as a testament to the power of
effective leadership and public-private collaboration. Under the directives
of Chief Minister Balochistan,

Mir Sarfraz Bugti, this initiative has set a new standard for swift and
impactful governance.

Yet, as we celebrate this achievement, it is essential to acknowledge
the individuals who played a pivotal role in turning this vision into reality.

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan, the Chief of the Public Private Partnership
(PPP) Balochistan, has emerged as a central figure in this success.

His leadership in navigating the intricate dynamics of the partnership
between the municipal corporation and a private company was instru-
mental in ensuring the project’s timely completion. In an era where public
projects are often marred by delays and inefficiencies, Dr. Faisal’s ap-
proach offers a blueprint for future endeavors across the province and
the country.

However, the work is far from over. The citizens of Quetta, once
affectionately known as “Little Paris,” now look forward to seeing their
city restored to its former charm and cleanliness.

The success of the Solid Waste Management Project must be sus-
tained through continued commitment and vigilance.

This means not just maintaining the infrastructure but also fostering a
culture of cleanliness and responsibility among the residents.

The government’s pledge to keep  Quetta clean must be more than
just a statement; it must translate into sustained action. As citizens, we
too have a role to play in this transformation.

The vision of a neat and clean Quetta is within reach, but it will
require the collective efforts of both the government and the people.

As we look ahead, the partnership model championed by Dr. Faisal
Ahmed Khan could serve as a catalyst for other essential services across
Balochistan, including the newly expanded NADRA registration centers
and mobile vans.

 The commitment shown in these projects is commendable, and with
continued collaboration and dedication, Quetta can indeed reclaim its title
as “Little Paris,” a city of beauty, culture, and cleanliness.
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Civilians are Among The Dozens killed in
attack in Burkina Faso

Hezbollah chief claims attack on Israeli
base near Tel Aviv

China's Xinjiang region emerges as a
Powerhouse of international trade

Djokovic 'feels the drive' heading into US
Open title defense

At least 3 dead, 48 injured as bus carrying Pakistani
pilgrims crashes in Iran: state media

TEHRAN (INP): At
least three people
have been killed and
48 others wounded
when a bus carrying
Pakistani pilgrims
crashed into a truck in
southern Iran, state
media reported on
Monday.

The Pakistani pil-
grims were headed
through Iran to Iraq to
attend the Arbaeen
c o mme mo r a t i o n ,
which marks the 40th
day of mourning for
Imam Husain, the
grandson of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH).

Iran’s official
news agency IRNA

said a bus collided with
a truck late on Sunday
on the main road be-
tween Neyriz city in
Fars province and
Sirjan in Kerman prov-
ince, leaving “48
wounded and three
dead”.

It did not specify
how many people were
on board the bus.

Colonel Abdol
Hashem Dehghani, a
Fars traffic police of-
ficial quoted by IRNA,
said the accident was
caused by “a technical
failure” in the brakes
and the driver’s “in-
ability to control the
vehicle”.

Meanwhile, Iran’s

Mehr News Urdu
quoted Neyriz Gover-
nor Yaqub Khosrawani
as saying that 4 Paki-
stani pilgrims lost their
lives while 30 others
were injured in the in-
cident.

This was the sec-
ond road accident in
less than a week in-
volving Pakistani pil-
grims.

After a crash in
Iran’s Yazd city killed
28 people on the way
to Iraq for Arbaeen.

Bodies of the 28
pilgrims were brought
to Pakistan via a spe-
cial flight on Friday
night.

Iran has a poor

road safety record with
over 20,000 deaths in
accidents in the year
up to March 2024, ac-
cording to figures from
the Iranian judiciary’s
Legal Medicine
Organisation cited by
local media.

The occasion of
Arbaeen last year
drew a total of 22 mil-
lion pilgrims, according
to official figures.

IRNA said that by
August 19 this year,
some 25,000 Pakistani
pilgrims had entered
Iran to reach the Iraqi
shrine city of Karbala,
where Imam Husain
and his brother Abbas
are buried.

O U AG AD O U G O U
(INP): Civilians are
among the dozens of
people killed in an attack
by militants in Burkina
Faso, local and security
sources told media on
Sunday. Jihadist rebels
affiliated with Al-Qaeda
and the Islamic State
group have waged a
grinding insurgency
since 2015 in Burkina
Faso that has kil led
thousands and dis-
placed two mill ion
people.

The latest attack
was carried out by
armed men in the village
of Barsalogho in north-
central Burkina Faso on
Saturday, multiple
sources said.

Denouncing the
"cowardly and barbaric
attack", Communica-
tions Minister Rimtalba

Jean Emmanuel
Ouedraogo said it was
carried out by "hordes of
criminals". The assail-
ants targeted "women,
children, elderly, men,
making no distinction",
Ouedraogo said on na-
tional television. A local
resident told reporters by
phone that the assault
happened around 9:00
am on Saturday, when
"terrorist groups attacked
the village, killing numer-
ous civilians and security
personnel". A security
source who asked not to
be named said there were
"several dozen dead" in-
cluding civilians and se-
curity forces.

Most of the "numer-
ous wounded" were
taken to a hospital in the
regional capital of Kaya,
some 45 kilometres (28
miles) away, the source

added. No one has yet
claimed responsibility
for the attack.

According to an-
other local resident, the
victims were mainly
"young civilians, who
came out in large num-
bers to help the soldiers
dig trenches around the
town, to protect them-
selves from possible at-
tacks by armed terrorist
groups". A second secu-
rity source said that "the
response of the sol-
diers" and auxiliary
troops "made it possible
to neutralise several ter-
rorists and avoid a
greater tragedy". Ac-
cording to a hospital
source in Kaya, more
than 100 wounded
people were taken to the
city's largest medical
centre. The chief of the
centre called on all per-

sonnel to come in to deal
with the "emergency
linked to a massive influx
of patients since the
morning of (Saturday)
August 24", according to
an internal.

Security Minister
Mahamadou Sana said
civilians were killed in the
attack, despite "a re-
sponse and air support".
Soldiers and members of
a civilian force that sup-
ports the military -- Vol-
unteers for the Defence
of the Fatherland (VDP)
-- were also killed accord-
ing to Sana.

After taking power
in a putsch in September
2022, Burkina's coup
leaders expelled troops
and diplomats from
former colonial ruler
France, and have turned
to Russia for military as-
sistance.

BEIRUT, TEL AVIV
(INP): Hezbollah chief
Hassan Nasrallah said
his group's large-scale
attack on Israel on Sun-
day targeted a military
intelligence base near
Tel Aviv and denied Is-
rael destroyed thou-
sands of the group's
rocket launchers.

Israel launched air
strikes into Lebanon on
Sunday, saying it de-
stroyed "thousands" of
Hezbollah rocket
launchers and thwarted
a major attack, while
Hezbollah said it deliv-
ered a drone and rocket
barrage of its own.

The "main target
for the operation" inside
Israel was "the Glilot
base -- the main Israeli
military intelligence
base", around 100 kilo-
meters (60 miles) from the
Israel-Lebanon border,

Nasrallah said in a tele-
vised speech.

The Israeli army
said Hezbollah failed to
strike the installation.

"I can confirm that
there were no hits at the
Glilot base," a spokes-
person for the Israeli mili-
tary told reporters.

According to Israeli
media reports, the base
hosts the headquarters
of the Mossad spy
agency, which has never
revealed its address.

"Talk about how the
resistance (Hezbollah)
was going to launch
8,000 or 6,000 rockets and
drones and that (Israel)
thwarted this... are false
claims", Nasrallah said,
adding that only "dozens
of rocket launchers"
were destroyed.

Nasrallah said his
group carried out a two-
phased attack, firstly

launching "340
Katyusha rockets" at 11
Israeli military positions
in northern Israel and the
annexed Golan Heights.

Then, drones
launched from south
Lebanon but also from
east Lebanon's Bekaa
valley near the Syrian
border for the first time
targeted positions
deeper in Israel,
Nasrallah added.

He said the second-
ary target was an Israeli
base in Ein Shemer, alleg-
ing that a number of
drones reached their tar-
get "but the enemy is si-
lent".

Ein Shemer is a mili-
tary airport used for Is-
raeli drones, about 70
kilometres from the bor-
der.

Hezbollah has
traded near-daily cross-
border fire with Israeli

forces throughout the
Gaza war, saying its at-
tacks are in support of
Palestinian ally Hamas.

But fears of a wider
regional conflagration
soared after attacks in
late July blamed on Israel
killed Iran-aligned mili-
tant leaders, including a
top Hezbollah com-
mander, Fuad Shukr,
prompting vows of re-
venge.

The Lebanese
movement said earlier
Sunday its attack was an
"initial response" to
Shukr's killing.

Nasrallah appeared
to suggest the retaliation
was over, saying that "if
the result is satisfactory
and the sought objec-
tives accomplished, we
think the response op-
eration" to Shukr's killing
"has been accom-
plished".

NEW YORK (INP):
Serbian superstar
Novak Djokovic still
feels the pull of tennis
history as he aims to
become the first man in
16 years to

successfully de-
fend his US Open title.
S e c o n d - s e e d e d
Djokovic, riding the
high of his Olympic tri-
umph in Paris, is chas-
ing a raft of records at
Flushing

Meadows, where
he opens his campaign
on Monday night
against  Moldovan
qualifier Radu Albot.

The 37-year-old
can join Jimmy
Connors, Pete Sampras
and Roger Federer as
the oldest Open era win-
ners of the champion-
ship, and with a 25th

Grand Slam title claim the
outright record for most
ever -- a mark he currently
shares with Australian
great Margaret Court. He
would also become the
first man to repeat in New
York since Federer won
five straight US Opens
from 2004-2008.

"I didn't know about
that," Djokovic said. "I
knew it was probably the
case for five, 10 years, but
I didn't know it was that
long. "Hopefully that
changes this year. That's
the goal."

A victory would see
Djokovic extend his
streak of years with at
least one Grand Slam title
to seven. From 2011-23 he
was shut out at the ma-
jors just once, in 2017.

So far in 2024 the
majors have gone to a

new generation. Spain's
Carlos Alcaraz is chas-
ing a third straight
Grand Slam after tri-
umphs at Roland Garros
and Wimbledon. Italian
Jannik Sinner won the
Australian Open on his
way to supplanting
Djokovic atop the world
rankings.

With Federer retired
and Rafael Nadal bat-
tling injuries, Djokovic
said his budding rival-
ries with the likes of
Alcaraz and Sinner keep
him motivated.

"These kind of ri-
valries that I have with
Jannik and Carlos are the
kind of matchups that
still bring that joy of
competition to me and
inspire me to really push
myself to perfect the
game," Djokovic said.

"People ask me 'now
that you have basically
won everything with the
golden medal, what else
is there to win?'

"I still feel the drive.
I still have the competi-
tive spirit. I still want to
make more history and
enjoy myself on the
tour." Djokovic called
the medal ceremony af-
ter his Paris Games tri-
umph "probably the
most intense emotions I
have ever had on a ten-
nis court".

"I think the moment
of when I achieved it,
how I achieved it, after
years of trying, the jour-
ney... makes it even more
unique." However, he
doesn't envision any let-
down as he tries to close
out the season with yet
another Grand Slam title.

BEIJING (INP): Having
overcome multiple chal-
lenges, China's Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous
Region is now present-
ing a scene of diversi-
fied development, with
new high-quality pro-
ductivity, micro- and
macro-economy, art,
culture, faith and social
values meeting the
needs of all  social
classes. “Big shoutout
for local and central
governments of China
for channelizing a slew
of resources to make
Xinjiang a powerhouse
of international trade,
logistic & economic cor-
ridor and resounding
hub of all  ethnic
groups,” according to
Pakistan’ 9-member me-
dia delegation that
toured the Xinjiang last
week, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Monday.

The delegation
visited Xinjiang
counter-terrorism and
counter-extremism exhi-
bition, Xinjiang Islamic
Institute, Xinjiang Soft-
ware Park, Tianshan
Cloud Computing,
Xinjiang Art Theatre

“Mukam”, Xinjiang inter-
national grand bazar,
China-Kazakhstan inter-
national cooperation
Center, Khorgos, Jinyi in-
ternational trade group, lli
general’ mansion, Shaanxi
mosque, Kazanqi Ethnic
culture street, Chabuchar
Daily, Uzonbrak resettle-
ment village of Chabuchar
and lli Yimuxin Dairy com-
pany,  The members of the
delegation compre-
hended phases of ongo-
ing deeper transformation
of Xinjiang in all sphere
of life.They observed that
Xinjiang’s economic turn-
around is not less than a
miracle. It exhibits un-
flinching resolve of Chi-
nese leadership for mak-
ing things happen, one of
delegates expressed.

They applauded
Xinjiang Software Park
dubbed as a bridge con-
necting China and abroad
for cultural and economy.

Xinjiang inheriting
the glory of the past one
thousand years, the an-
cient Silk Road is awak-
ening around the corner
of a new era, setting an
unprecedented starting
point of prosperity for

Xinjiang.
With the further

implementation of
China’s Belt and Road
Initiative, Xinjiang is
brimming with develop-
ment opportunities like
never before. Because of
its unique strategic po-
sition as a westward
gateway, location and
industrial agglomeration
benefits, barrage of for-
tunes are available for
Pakistan enterprises in
Xinjiang Software Park,
delegation was in-
formed.

Delegations also
witnessed enormous
government support for
development of Uyghur
performing art in the
shape of Xinjiang
Uyghur Muqam Art
which is a comprehen-
sive art integrating sing-
ing, dancing, and music,
widely prevalent in
Uyghur communities
across northern and
southern Xinjiang.

M e a n w h i l e
Xinjiang International
Grand Bazar mesmerized
delegation with its
unique historical archi-
tecture, traditional fa-

cade of shops, medieval
pathways and shades of
many ethnic groups.

There are two huge
buildings in Grand Ba-
zaar, and the exterior of
the building is khaki,
which is very thick, and
the characteristic pillars
and domes are quite
beautiful.  Delegation
also saw a mosque on the
south side of the square,
and there are many
Muslims come here to
pray every day, which are
full of Islamic style.

The Silk Road tower
is the most famous sce-
nic spot in Xinjiang
Grand Bazaar, which has
also left a very deep im-
pression on the delega-
tion members.  Paintings
and exhibitions on all the
layers of the tower,
which show the history
of the Silk Road.  The in-
terior of Xinjiang Grand
Bazaar is a huge market,
where numerous traders
sell Xinjiang's special
commodities such as
dried fruits, clothing, at-
tar, Yingjisha knives,
handicraft and other vari-
ous products. and that is
quite worth to visit.

Chehlum processions continue across country
under tight security measures

KARACHI (INP): On
the occasion of the
Chehlum of Hazrat Imam
Hussain (RA), height-
ened security measures
are in place throughout
the country, with restric-
tions like a ban on pil-
lion riding in Sindh and
mobile service suspen-
sions in multiple cities.
The processions in-
clude various symbols
of mourning, such as
Alams, Taziyas, and
Shabeeh Zuljanah.

In Karachi, the cen-
tral Chehlum procession
started from Nishtar Park
and will follow its tradi-
tional route, concluding
at Imambargah Hussainia
Iranian, Kharadar.

The routes are
heavily guarded, with
roads blocked by con-
tainers, and mobile phone
services have been sus-
pended in several areas
of Karachi to ensure the
safety of the participants
in the processions. Air

surveillance of the pro-
cessions is also con-
tinuing in the city.

In Lahore, the cen-
tral procession of
Shabeeh Tazia began at
Haveli  Alif Shah in
Androon Dehli Darwaza
and will conclude at
Karbala Gamay Shah by
night. The Alif Shah
Haveli's procession was
preceded by a Majlis,
where Allama Shabeeh
Haider Shirazi spoke
about the virtues and

sufferings of the martyrs
of Karbala.

Rawalpindi saw
seven major processions
emerge from various
Imambargahs, including
Imam Bargah Ashiq
Hussain, Colonel
Maqbool, and others.

These processions
will culminate at the
Imambargah Qadeemi af-
ter Zanjir Zani at several
key points, like Banni
Chowk and Fawara
Chowk.

QUETTA: Relatives Bolan and Qalat crying over the dead of his love one at hospital. 6 person of  Bolan
and Qalat incident shifted to civil hospital.

ISLAMABAD: IG Police Balochistan Abdul Khaliq Sheikh, who is on a study visit to Quetta, is
addressing ASPs under training at the National Police Academy Islamabad.

QUETTA: A delegation under the leadership of Chairman Khitmat Khalq Foundation and Tamgha
Imtiaz Nimatullah Zaheer is meeting Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jafar Khan Mandokhail.

QUETTA: Provincial Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Noshirwani, Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan
Durrani is presiding over the meeting related to the financial problems of public sector universities.
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Pakistan's loan from International Monetary
Fund (IMF) not on schedule again till Sept 4

PT, JUI-F leaders to meet at Asad Qaiser's
residence in Islamabad tomorrow

Monsoon system to bring heavy rains
to Pakistan

lamabad High Court (IHC) adjourns Internet
slowdown case till Sept 03

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam Fazlur Rehman
Group (JUI-F) have decided that
their sub-committees will meet

on Tuesday at 2 PM at the
residence of Asad Qaiser in Par-
liament Lodges.

PTI will be represented by
Barrister Gohar and Shibli Faraz,
while JUI-F will have Maulana
Abdul Ghafoor Haideri  and
Kamran Murtaza on their side.

The decision for the sub-
committees meeting was finalised
after a consultation between JUI-
F's negotiation committee and
party head Maulana Fazlur
Rehman.

During this meeting with the
JUI-F chief, which included
Maulana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri,
Aslam Ghauri,  and Kamran

Murtaza, the discussions also
covered Maulana Fazlur
Rehman’s recent meeting with
President Asif Zardari.

It is worth mentioning that
despite PTI's efforts, the sub-com-
mittees of both parties could not
meet on Sunday as initially
planned.

Last Friday, PTI delegation
was called on Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Fazl's (JUI-F) chief Maulana
Fazl-ur-Rehman to discuss mutual
cooperation in the parliament.

PTI delegation comprised
PTI chief Barrister Gohar Ali, Asad
Qaiser, Shibli Faraz and Rauf
Hasan while JUI-F Secretary Gen-
eral Maulana Ghafoor Hydari,
Maulana Lutf-ur-Rehman, Aslam
Ghori and Maulana Amjad Khan
attended the meeting.

During the meeting two sides

stressed the need for joining
hands in the parliament. After the
meeting, PTI Information Secre-
tary Rauf Hassan said that both
sides have agreed to move on with
mutual consultations during leg-
islation in National Assembly and
Senate.

He said a sub-committee was
being formed in Parliament which
will give unanimous opinion on
legislation. JUI-F spokesman
Aslam Ghauri confirmed that both
political parties have formed a
committee for legislation in the
parliament.

Akhunzada Hussain
Yousafzai said that Mahmood
Khan Achakzai's consultation was
included for a meeting between
PTI and JUI-F. He said Achakzai
wants things to move forward in
the country.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Execu-
tive Board of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has re-
leased its schedule of meetings
up to September 4, with Pakistan's
name absent from the list once
again.

Despite this, the Finance
Ministry remains optimistic about
securing approval for the $7 bil-
lion bailout package from the IMF
in September.

According to sources, the
government is actively working to
secure a rollover of $12 billion in
debt from China, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE).

Additionally, Pakistan has
reportedly requested another $1.2
billion loan from Saudi Arabia to
cover a $2 billion financing gap.
Pakistan already holds $5 billion
in cash deposits from Saudi
Arabia, $4 billion from China, and
$3 billion from the UAE.

Moreover, Pakistan faces an
additional commercial debt burden

of $4.5 billion, including obliga-
tions to China.

On August 23, Federal Min-
ister for Finance Muhammad
Aurangzeb had said that the IMF
Executive Board would approve
the new loan program in Septem-
ber.  Speaking to media in
Islamabad, he had mentioned that
discussions were ongoing with
the IMF every second day, and
China, Saudi Arabia, and the
United Arab Emirates had also
given a positive response. He
added that the friendly countries
would take the international lender
into confidence through executive
directors.

The minister went on to say
that Pakistan needed external fi-
nancing of $2 billion for the cur-
rent fiscal year and $3 billion dur-
ing the next 37 months.

This is the third time that the
IMF Executive Board has ex-
cluded Pakistan from its meeting
schedule, when earlier it was ex-
pected that the global lender

would approve the country's $7
billion bailout loan programme by
August end.

According to sources,
Pakistan's name has not been in-
cluded in the latest schedule of
the IMF Executive Board meeting,
which has been released through
August 30.

As per the last schedule is-
sued on August 21, the IMF board
would review applications from
three countries, including Viet-
nam, between August 28 and 30.
Pakistan's request for a new loan
program was postponed until next
month, further prolonging the
country's wait for financial assis-
tance.

Sources indicated that the
main reason for the delay was the
non-timely rollover of a $12 bil-
lion loan from friendly countries.
The IMF had set stringent condi-
tions, requiring Pakistan to secure
assurances of external financing
before the executive board meet-
ing.

PESHAWAR (INP):  A power-
ful new monsoon system is set
to enter Pakistan, bringing heavy
rains across Punjab and Sindh
until August 29.

Heavy rainfall is expected
across Sindh, including Karachi,
Hyderabad, Dadu, Thatta,
Badin, Sajawal, Shaheed
Benazirabad, Jamshoro, Tando
Allahyar, Tando

Muhammad Khan,
Tharparkar, Nagarparkar,
Islamkot, Mithi, Mirpurkhas,
Umerkot, Matiari, Sanghar, and
Sukkur, accompanied by thun-
derstorms.

Ghotki, Shikarpur,
Kashmore, Khairpur, Larkana,
Jacobabad, and Naushahro
Feroze may experience strong
winds, intermittent showers,
and possibly severe thunder-
storms, according to the Paki-
stan Meteorological Depart-
ment.

In Southeast Sindh, heavy
rainfall could lead to flooding in

low-lying areas, disrupt daily
life, and cause damage to weak
infrastructure such as mud
houses, walls, electric poles,
billboards, vehicles, and solar
panels, with potential road clo-
sures. The Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department has also
warned fishermen to avoid ven-
turing into the sea between Au-
gust 27 and 30 due to the pos-
sibility of rough waters. In an-
ticipation of the heavy rainfall,
Karachi has declared a state of
emergency, cancelled all mu-
nicipal staff leaves, and Mayor
Murtaza Wahab has instructed
municipal services to remain on
high alert.

Meanwhile, the Provincial
Disaster Management Authority
(PDMA) has issued a fresh alert
for more monsoon rains in
Punjab from today. Heavy rains
are expected in Murree, Galiyat,
Attock, Chakwal, Talagang,
Mianwali, Sargodha, Jhelum,
Sialkot, Narowal, Bahawalpur,

Bahawalnagar, Dera Ghazi Khan,
and Rahim Yar Khan, with the
potential for flooding in D.G.
Khan, Multan, and Bahawalpur
divisions.

Other regions, including
Mardan, Swabi, Nowshera,
Charsadda, Chitral, Dir, Swat,
Malakand, Kohistan, Shangla,
Battagram, Mansehra, Balakot,
Abbottabad, Peshawar, Kohat,
Orakzai, Hangu, Waziristan, and
Kurram, are also expected to re-
ceive rain, with varying intensi-
ties, said the Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department.

In Balochistan, areas like
Barkhan, Musakhail, Loralai,
Kohlu, Dera Bugti, Nasirabad,
Jafarabad, Lasbela, Khuzdar,
and surrounding regions may
see thunderstorms and rain in
some places. In Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan, the weather is
expected to be partly cloudy
with a chance of rain and thun-
derstorms at scattered loca-
tions.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
adjourned the case pertaining
to internet slowdown and in-
stallation of a firewall until Sep-
tember 03.

The government failed to
provide a satisfactory reply
about the reason behind slow-
down of the internet speed, to
the high court.

The bench adjourned the
case and summoned a detailed
report by the next hearing on
September 03. The court also
summoned the Member Tech-
nical in person.

Chief Justice Aamir
Farooq remarked that the min-
isters issuing contradictory
statements, they are saying at
a time it is firewall or denying

it next time.
“The case has also been

in pending in Lahore High
Court but no one taking re-
sponsibility here,” chief justice
said. “Submit report if it is the
issue of

security or national inter-
est. The court wants to know
what is ongoing,” the bench
observed. “The issue is not the
result of our any installation,”
deputy attorney general told the
court.

PTA lawyer said,” we
knew earlier that the two
cables have been cut up,
yesterday’s message informed
that the third cable has also
been severed”. “Is it the PTA
or any other entity responsible
for it,” chief justice asked.

PTA’s lawyer clarified
that the internet is running but
the WhatsApp has been af-
fected and not sending audios
and videos properly. Chairman
PTA has said that the web op-
erating system being upgraded,
he said.

The business community
and everyone complaining for
more than 10 days, the issue
comes for a night but this prob-
lem continuing for 12 to 14
days, the bench remarked.

Pakistan Telecommunica-
tions Authority (PTA) and the
Ministry for Human Rights
have been made respondents
in the petition challenging
internet slowdown and instal-
lation of a firewall in the
Islamabad High Court.

FAISALABAD:  Federal Minister for Energy, Awais Ahmed Khan Laghari, charing a meeting at
FESCO Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Speaker National Assembly Murtaza Javed Abbasi called on Prime Minister
Muhamamad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb chaired the
Steering Committee Meeting on the Pakistan Raises Revenue Program (PRRP) at the Finance Division.

ISLAMABAD: General Li Qiaoming, PLA Ground Forces Commander of China, called on Federal
Minister for Defence & Defence Production, Khawaja Mohammad Asif.

Bolan railway blast leaves two dead, train
service ‘suspended’

BOLAN (INP): At least two
dead and several others injured
in a blast near a railway bridge
in Bolan, Balochistan on Mon-
day.

As per details, Kachhi
SSP Dost Muhammad Bugti
stated that six dead bodies
were found in the mountains
near Bolan including two bod-
ies from the debris of the de-
stroyed railway bridge and
four others near the highway.

According to railway
sources, the blast occurred last
night in the Dozan area of
Bolan, destroying a railway
bridge which resulted in the
suspension of train service.

The railway bridge collapse
has halted train movement, and
trains from Karachi and

Rawalpindi to Quetta and other
parts of the country have been
stopped, sources added.

Additionally, the Quetta
section of the National High-
way was also blocked by
armed individuals last night,
further disrupting transporta-
tion in the region.

In another horrific inci-
dent, armed men killed at least
23 passengers in Balochistan’s
Musakhel district after
offloading them from trucks
and buses.

According to SP Ayub
Achakzai, armed men stopped
the vehicles on the national
highway in the Rarah Sham
area of Musa Khel and killed
at least 23 passengers hailing
from different parts of Punjab.

During the action, the
armed men also set 10 vehicles
on fire.

SP Ayub Achakzai said
the Frontier Corps (FC), police,
and Levies currently in the pro-
cess of transferring the bodies
to the hospital.

Balochistan Chief Minister
Sarfaraz Bugti strongly con-
demned the incident of terror-
ism. He expressed heartfelt
sympathy and condolences to
the families of those who died
in the cowardly act of terror-
ists.

The terrorists and their fa-
cilitators will not be able to es-
cape an exemplary end, he
said, adding that the
Balochistan government will
pursue the terrorists.

Online training on “Procurement Regulatory
Framework” for procurement professionals

ISLAMABAD (INP): A day-
long online training on “Pro-
curement Regulatory Frame-
work” for procurement profes-
sionals working in the higher
education sector was orga-
nized by the Monitoring and
Evaluation (M&E) Division of
Higher Education Commission
(HEC) in collaboration with
Public Procurement Regula-
tory Authority (PPRA).

Chairman HEC Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed was chief
guest of the ceremony and the
training was attended by over
130 officials of Higher Educa-
tion

Institutions (HEIs) from
across the country through
smart classrooms besides HEC
officials from different divi-
sions.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr Mukhtar highlighted the
roadmap of this initiative, out-

lining its objectives and poten-
tial impact on Pakistan’s higher
education landscape within the
procurement domain.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of such programmes to
improve the procurement sys-
tem within the higher educa-
tion sector through understand-
ing of rules and to avoid inac-
curacies.

Senior officials from
PPRA delivered extensive lec-
tures on procurement rules and
demonstrated the advanced e-
procurement process.

 The workshop explored
roles, key activities and meth-
ods used to drive value from
the procurement process.

The interactive sessions
focused upon the efficient and
effective tendering strategy, in-
cluding the completion of pre-
qualification questionnaires, in-
vitation to tender documenta-

tion and evaluation methodolo-
gies under PPRA.

The training course pro-
vided the participants with an
understanding of public sector
procurement.

Providing an overview of
key areas such as the legisla-
tive environment, rules, and
documentation.

The forum also enabled
the participants to discuss con-
cepts and issues pertaining to
procurement and audit through
learning the key control issues
in dealing with government re-
sources and identifying the fi-
nancial controls to prevent
fraud, corruption and mis-pro-
curement.

HEC was committed to
promote excellence in govern-
mental and institutional pro-
curement through education
and professional development
of professionals.


