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CM Sarfraz Bugti: Baloch Youths Must
Stay Connected to the State

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti empha-
sized the importance of keep-
ing Baloch youths connected
to the state, stating that while
dissatisfaction with the
government’s performance is
understandable, alienation from
the state itself is not an option.
He made these remarks on
Wednesday while addressing a
ceremony for the distribution of
educational scholarship
cheaques to students under the
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Schol-
arship Program, facilitated by
the Balochistan  Education En-
dowment Fund (BEEF).

Commitment to
Youth Development

The Chief Minister announced
the implementation of the
Balochistan Youth Policy, de-
signed to foster closer ties be-
tween the province’s youth and
the state while providing ample
opportunities for development.
“This program aims to address
the deprivations in the prov-
ince by ensuring access to qual-
ity education. You all are the
future of Balochistan and Paki-

stan, and we will expand this
program further,” Bugti re-
marked.

Expanding Educa-
tional Opportunities

Under this initiative, the provin-
cial government will sponsor
higher education for 200 stu-
dents in top universities world-
wide. Additionally, the program
has been expanded to include
transgender individuals, with
scholarships being distributed
to 2,500 male and female stu-
dents this year, an increase from
the 1,200 scholarships awarded
annually in the past.

Merit and Transpar-
ency in Jobs

CM Bugti also vowed to uphold
merit and transparency in gov-
ernment jobs, urging the public
to report any attempts to solicit
bribes in exchange for employ-
ment.

 “If anyone asks for money for a
job, make a video and send it to
us immediately. We will take
swift action to ensure that all
jobs are awarded purely on
merit,” he assured.

Inclusivity and Devel-
opment Initiatives

The scholarship program has
been broadened with five new
categories, benefiting children
of martyrs, minorities,
transgender individuals, Ph.D.
students abroad, and top-per-
forming matric and intermediate
students at the district level.
The Chief Minister also high-
lighted ongoing efforts to solve
public problems through devel-
opment projects across all dis-
tricts without discrimination,
reiterating that democracy is
about service delivery.

Ceremony Atten-
dance

The event was attended by Pro-
vincial Ministers Mir Zahoor
Ahmed Bilidi and Mir Asim
Kurd Gilo, former Minister
Roshan Khursheed Brocha,
Chief Secretary Balochistan
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Secretary
Finance Babar Khan, CEO of
Balochistan Education Endow-
ment Fund Zakaria Khan
Noorzai, along with a large num-
ber of students.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti distributing cheaques among the
students: Photo provided by the DGPR

Kidnapped Quetta
Youth Found Safe In

Musakhail

Abdul Rehman Musakhail:

MUSAKHAIL: Talat, a young
man abducted three days ago
from Saryab Road,  Quetta, has
been found safe in Musa Khel.
The victim, identified as Talat
Abdul Aziz Shahwani, was located
in the mountains of Musa Khel
and has been taken to the Kangri
police station.

The abduction was reported
promptly, leading to a search op-
eration by the Levies Force. In-
vestigation Officer Ismatullah
Khan played a key role in the re-
covery and subsequent transfer
of Talat to the police station.

Talat is the son of Abdul Aziz
Shahwani, principal of Shaikhan
College on Kali Raisani Road.

The investigation into the
incident is ongoing.

Security Guard Killed in
Mekhtar Loralai Bank Attack

Manan Mandokhail, From Our Correspondent:

LORALAI, QUETTA: A security
guard was killed and another
seriously injured in a tragic in-
cident on Tuesday when un-
known motorcyclists opened
fire outside Meezan Bank in
Mekhtar, Loralai district.

According to sources, the attack-
ers swiftly fled the scene, leav-
ing the injured guard in critical
condition.

Authorities are investigating the
incident to identify the assail-
ants and their motives.

Eagle Squad Tar-
geted in Quetta

In a separate incident in Quetta,
unknown assailants opened
fire on soldiers of the Saryab
Road Eagle Squad during a
routine patrol. Fortunately, the

youths and civilians in the
Eagle Squad were unharmed,
and no casualties were re-
ported.

The attackers managed to escape,
and security forces have
launched a search operation in
the area.

Increased Security
Measures

These incidents have raised con-
cerns over the security situa-
tion in Balochistan, prompting
law enforcement agencies to
increase vigilance and enhance
security measures across the
province.

 The authorities have vowed to
bring the perpetrators to jus-
tice and ensure the safety of
citizens.

File Photo: Police on the spot after a bomb explosion in Quetta

Tragic Drowning
Incident Claims Four

Young Lives in
Balgitar, Turbat

From Our Correspondent:

TURBAT: In a heart-wrench-
ing incident, four children tragi-
cally drowned in a nullah in the
Balgitar area of Turbat. The vic-
tims, identified as Abubakar,
Yaqoob, Kalsoom, and Mehboob,
were all pronounced dead upon
retrieval.

According to local sources,
the children were playing near the
nullah when they accidentally fell
into the water. Despite the swift
response from the community,
who managed to retrieve the bod-
ies and rush them to a nearby hos-
pital, all four children were de-
clared dead on arrival.

The incident has cast a pall
of grief over the Balgitar commu-
nity, with residents mourning the
loss of such young lives. Local
authorities have urged parents to
ensure the safety of their children,
especially near water bodies, to
prevent such tragedies in the fu-
ture.

Further investigations are
underway to understand the cir-
cumstances that led to this dev-
astating event. The community is
coming together to support the
grieving families during this in-
credibly difficult time.

This tragic event underscores
the urgent need for increased
safety measures and awareness
to protect children from similar in-
cidents in the future.

Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa urges
high court chief justices to
nominate additional judges

NEWS DESK: Chief Justice of
Pakistan, Qazi Faez Isa, has
called on the chief justices of
the country’s high courts to ini-
tiate the process of nominating
additional judges.

In a letter dated 28 August 2024,
Justice Isa emphasised the im-
portance of filling vacancies in
the judiciary to ensure the
smooth functioning of the
courts.

According to CJP Isa, the Su-
preme Court, which comprises
sixteen judges, including him-
self, recently resumed full op-
erations after two and a half
years on 25 June 2024.

The Shariat Appellate Bench also
became functional again after
the appointment of a second
aalim member in July.

Justice Isa urged the high courts
to consider suitable candidates

for judicial appointments, high-
lighting the need for transpar-
ency and adherence to demo-
cratic principles in the selection
process.

He referenced the rules of the Ju-
dicial Commission of Pakistan,
established in 2010, which were
designed to make the nomina-
tion process more transparent.

The Chief Justice noted that a
committee had already pro-
posed amendments to the exist-
ing rules, and discussions on
these recommendations are on-
going.

He requested that all potential
candidates, particularly in cases
where there are more than five
vacancies.

Be considered promptly to ensure
proper deliberation and the
nomination of the best possible
candidates.

Cops in Punjab refuse to
join operation in Kacha

area, exit midway
LAHORE:Punjab police of-

ficers have refused to participate
in an operation against dacoits in
the Kacha area of Rajanpur, dis-
embarking from their transport en
route, according to Express News.

25 officers from the
Farooqabad Constabulary, dis-
patched for the operation, de-
clined to enter the Kacha area and
disembarked near the Zahir Pir
Interchange four days ago.

The officers reportedly told
their superiors, "We are respon-
sible for our own safety, but un-
der no circumstances will we par-
ticipate in the operation in the
Kacha area."

In response to the officers'
refusal, a report was prepared by
their in-charge, recommending
disciplinary action against the 25
officers. Inspector General of
Punjab Police Usman Anwar has

since sent replacement personnel,
and the new contingent has ar-
rived in Rahim Yar Khan. Anwar
stated, "We now have full deploy-
ment in the Kacha area, and no
officers will be absent."

The operation in the Kacha
region follows a severe attack by
dacoits four days ago, which re-
sulted in the deaths of 12 police
officers. In response, the Punjab
government, in collaboration with
Sindh, decided to launch a joint
operation in the area. IG Punjab
Usman Anwar visited the Kacha
region four days ago to boost the
morale of the officers.

The region, notorious for its
organised criminal gangs, has
long been a hotspot for kidnap-
for-ransom operations, with such
gangs operating in the riverine
border areas of southern Sindh
and central Punjab for decades.

SC urges government to minimise deten-
tion period for death row prisoners

NEWS DESK: The Supreme
Court of Pakistan has urged both
federal and provincial govern-
ments to reconsider policies and
enact or amend existing laws to
align with international standards,
aiming to minimise the duration
of death row prisoners' detention
in death cells.

In a nine-page judgment
authored by Justice Jamal Khan

Mandokhail, the court highlighted
the prolonged and often inhu-
mane conditions faced by death
row inmates, noting that many
prisoners remain in death cells for
years, sometimes even decades,
due to delays in the judicial pro-
cess and subsequent execution of
sentences.

The ruling came during the
hearing of a criminal review peti-

tion filed by Ghulam Shabbir, a
convict who has been imprisoned
for 34 years, that included 24 years
spent in a death cell.

The Supreme Court partly al-
lowed the review petition, con-
verting Shabbir’s death sentence
to life imprisonment, citing the
prolonged delay as a factor that
should not lead to double pun-
ishment.

BISP-GIZ join hands for expanding
social protection services in KP
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Evolution of Pashtun Wedding Traditions:
 A Balochistan Love Story

CHANDNI KAKAR:

In Pakistan’s Pashtun

areas, where traditions
run deep and family ties
are paramount, wed-
dings are not just cel-
ebrations of love but
also complex negotia-
tions of social and finan-
cial arrangements.
Among the many cus-
toms observed, one of
the most significant is
the practice of Walwar,
akin to the bride price
seen in Pakistan’s
Pushtun areas as well as
in neighboring Afghani-
stan.

In the Balochistan
province, nestled amidst
the craggy mountains
and arid plains, lies a
small Pashtun village
named Gulzarabad. Here,
the rhythm of life is dic-
tated by age-old cus-
toms and traditions, and
weddings are the pin-
nacle of societal events.

Amidst the prepara-
tions for the wedding of
Zainab, the daughter of
a respected Pashtun el-
der, Malik Abdul
Rahman. Zainab, a vision
of grace and modesty,
has caught the eye of
Shahid, a young man
from a neighboring vil-
lage, whose family has
long-standing ties with
the Rahmans.

The negotiations
for Zainab’s wedding
begin in earnest as
Shahid’s family sends a
formal proposal to Malik
Abdul Rahman. Gath-
ered in the humble court-
yard of the Rahman
household, the families
embark on the intricate
dance of negotiations, a
delicate balancing act
between tradition and
practicality.

The bride’s price,
known as Walwar, hangs
heavy in the air as both

families deliberate over
its amount. Malik Abdul
Rahman, a man of prin-
ciple, is keenly aware of
the pitfalls of exorbitant
bride prices. He under-
stands the burden it
places on young grooms
and their families, often
leading to financial strain
and debt.

Drawing inspiration
from the winds of change
sweeping through the
region, Malik Abdul
Rahman proposes a mod-
est bride price, one that
reflects the true essence
of the tradition without
succumbing to its ex-
travagance. His stance is
met with nods of ap-
proval from both fami-
lies, signaling a departure
from the ostentatious
displays of wealth that
have become all too com-
mon. The negotiation
process, though lengthy,
is imbued with a sense of

mutual respect and un-
derstanding. Both fami-
lies recognize the impor-
tance of preserving their
heritage while adapting
to the realities of the
modern world. It is a tes-
tament to the resilience
of Pashtun culture,
where tradition evolves
without losing its es-
sence.

As the auspicious
day dawns, Gulzarabad
comes alive with the
sounds of joyous cel-
ebration. The village el-
ders gather beneath the
ancient banyan tree to
witness the solemniza-
tion of vows, a sacred
bond forged amidst the
timeless backdrop of
rugged mountains and
vast expanses.

Zainab, radiant in
her bridal attire, steps
into the adorned car, a
symbol of her journey
into a new chapter of life.

With Shahid by her side,
she embarks on a path
paved with hope and
promise, guided by the
wisdom of generations
past.

In the weeks that
follow, whispers of the
wedding of Zainab and
Shahid echo through the
narrow lanes of
Gulzarabad, a testament
to the triumph of love
over tradition. Their
union serves as a beacon
of hope for future gen-
erations, a reminder that
amidst the complexities
of life, love endures, and
traditions evolve.

And so, in the heart
of Balochistan, where
the winds of change
blow softly across the
rugged landscape, the
customs of old and the
dreams of tomorrow
converge in harmony,
weaving a tapestry of re-
silience and renewal.

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for
 Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Kakar:

Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alarming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment,
and infant and maternal
mortality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment. The unmatched
policies and irrelevant
development strategies,
along with poor gover-
nance, have resulted in
extreme underdevelop-
ment of the province.
Though the bleak pic-
ture of the province is
noticeable to all deci-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
ing critical poverty lev-
els in red, Balochistan’s
political and intellectual
spheres remain sharply
divided.

Balochistan’s
Political And
Intellectual
Spheres Di-

vided
Amidst the current

devastating scenario in
the province,
Balochistan’s political
and intellectual spheres
are sharply divided.
Supporters of the latter
viewpoint draw upon
global examples of suc-
cessful development
strategies, particularly
the establishment of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in various na-
tions.

Learning from glo-
bal case studies, the po-
tential of Balochistan as
a resource-rich province
with vast ecological and
topographic diversity,
coupled with its strate-
gic location, warrants a
paradigm shift towards
infrastructure develop-
ment and economic
growth. It is evident that
uplifting the economic
status of the populace
will pave the way for the

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help
approaches. Failure to
adapt to this evolving
development approach
over the past 70 years
serves as a stark re-
minder of the need for
change.

Potentials of
the Province
Ensure the
Success of

SEZ
Balochistan, often

referred to as the “fruit
basket” of Pakistan,
stands out as a resource-
rich province boasting
the largest landscape
and the longest coast-
line spanning 770 kilome-
ters. Despite its un-
tapped wealth in various
minerals, Balochistan re-
mains underdeveloped.
Its diverse ecological
and topographic zones
allow for the experience
of different seasons si-
multaneously, with in-
habitants enjoying both
the coldest and hottest
regions in the province
within one division.

Deng Xiaoping was
impressed by the unbe-
lievable emergence of
development in
Singapore quoted once
that when visited Lee
Kuan and asked how I
can make China as
Singapore and his re-
sponse was to establish
the SEZs and affirmed
the establishment of one
thousand SEZs in China.

The province’s stra-
tegic location grants it
access to two interna-
tional borders with Iran
and Afghanistan. Its rich
resources, including
minerals, natural gas,
agriculture, livestock,
forests, and fisheries,
offer a solid foundation
for intensifying the em-
phasis on Special Eco-

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potentials not
only justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve as a
guarantee of their suc-
cess.

SEZs The Only
Option

Ensuring the full
operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) already identified
commenced in
Balochistan stands out
as the foremost priority
area for intervention. The
establishment of small
and medium-scale indus-
tries within these zones
will not only create em-
ployment opportunities
but also incentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering urbanization.
This industrial growth at
the grassroots level will
facil itate the much-
needed trickle-down ef-
fect,  addressing the
pressing needs of the
populace.

The momentum for
expediting the establish-
ment of industries is be-
ing further strengthened
by the concurrent devel-
opment of private hous-
ing schemes announced
and currently under con-
struction by the real es-
tate dealers. These initia-
tives will compel the
working class to seek
improved living stan-
dards, thereby enhanc-
ing the overall quality of
life in Balochistan.

Urbaniza-
tion promotion
and establish-
ment of new

cities
Addressing the

challenge of scattered
population in
Balochistan is para-
mount to ensure effec-
tive social and infrastruc-

ture development. The
dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit costs
of development and
maintenance of services.
Moreover, it contributes
to the prevailing law and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political insurgencies
and religious terrorism.

To address this
challenge, the establish-
ment of new cities and
towns across the prov-
ince is essential. How-
ever, given the budget-
ary constraints and the
heavy investment re-
quired for establishing
new cities, leveraging
the existing SEZs areas
as new cities presents a
viable solution. The de-
velopment of these
SEZs into fully func-
tional urban centers with
basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
climatic disasters such
as earthquakes, floods,
and droughts, as wit-
nessed in areas like
Ziarat, the Green Belt,
Gider (Kalat), and Pishin.

Transforming SEZs
into new cities not only
addresses the challenge
of scattered population
but also provides a stra-
tegic opportunity to spur
economic growth and
development in
Balochistan. It facilitates
urbanization, enhances
access to services and
infrastructure, and con-
tributes to stability and
security in the region.
Therefore, prioritizing
the development of
these SEZs into new ur-
ban hubs can be a game-
changer for
Balochistan’s sustain-
able development

agenda.

Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private

sectors
The Government of

Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing on
thematic areas such as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etly dwindling by the ap-
pointment of heads from
junior officials who lack
the influence to navigate
bureaucratic hurdles or
garner support  from
higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges
by not providing an en-
abling environment for
these officials.

To address these is-
sues, it is imperative to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

 These individuals
should possess local
knowledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au-
thorities within the gov-
ernment. This approach
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clout and influence to
drive meaningful
progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles
effectively.

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special  Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming of
Balochistan at the na-
tional level.

Hybrid pitfalls for PML-N
BY Abbas Nasir:

HYBRID set-

ups have internal power
struggle built into them.
Like me, if you find
some of the statements
confusing — signalling
differences of opinion
within the top tiers of
the major political par-
ties — you must deter-
mine whether this is a
precursor to something
dramatic or merely a
struggle to create some
elbow room in the
straitjacket these par-
ties find themselves in.

Apologies for the
mouthful above. Before
you give up on this col-
umn and move on to
the next, let me explain
what I am trying to say.
Just as the PML-N is
contributing to the
establishment’s ever-
expanding footprint (as
did the PTI before it),
it is also clear the party
isn’t exactly content
with the status quo.

Don’t you con-
sider it bizarre that

while Shehbaz Sharif is
the prime minister and
party supremo Nawaz
Sharif ’s daughter
Maryam Nawaz holds
the reins to Pakistan’s
biggest province, with
over 50 per cent of the
country’s population
and votes, senior lead-
ers such as Rana
Sanaullah and Javed
Latif continue to moan
and groan about how
the ‘real’ power is
vested elsewhere?

If Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif func-
tions as a junior part-
ner in a hybrid regime,
where he takes the back
seat in key areas such
as the economy, law
and order, and control
of all federal law-en-
forcement/ investiga-
tion/ intelligence agen-
cies, surely he can’t be
happy governing with
these and other con-
straints.

The PML-N isn’t
alone in this struggle
for space as similar

mixed signals come al-
most daily from the PTI
as well.

For instance, the
party’s favourite candi-
date for finance minis-
ter could make it only
to the foreign ministry,
while a rank outsider,
who was elected sena-
tor from Punjab by the
PML-N but didn’t
bother to reciprocate by
joining it, is the interior
czar.

The prime
minister’s niece and
Punjab chief executive
appeared reluctant to
allow the transfer of a
police officer serving as
Lahore’s top cop to
Islamabad Police as its
chief, merely because it
was so willed by the in-
terior minister. Every-
one knows where he
draws his power from
and, therefore, he pre-
vailed. His denial of any
friction with the prime
minister didn’t change
the reality. Both
Shehbaz Sharif and

Maryam Nawaz ap-
peared helpless and
couldn’t stop this
policeman’s transfer.

Such slights might
be an integral part of
hybrid regimes, which
politicians willingly ac-
cept as they feel their
political future and lon-
gevity in office hinges
on them. Still, it must
be hurtful.

So how do they air
their disappointment
while, at the same time,
keeping onside their
establishment benefac-
tors? Well, they let the
Rana Sanaullahs and
Javed Latifs hold forth
about who is who in
the country’s power
structure and point out
its flaws. Obviously, all
this is done in the hope
of exerting some pres-
sure on the powers that
be for a few conces-
sions, so a little space
is secured in decision-
making.

They may have de-
cided to ride on the

coat-tails of the estab-
lishment to power, but
they also understand
that in the ultimate
analysis whatever po-
litical capital is at stake
it is theirs alone to lose.
Ergo, the quest for a
little more elbow room.

As it is, any upturn
in the economy will be
credited to the military-
steered SIFC and any
fallout from the IMF-
mandated belt-tighten-
ing, inflation and unem-
ployment will fall
squarely on the PML-
N’s shoulders, further
eroding its electoral
prospects whenever
the next elections are
held.

The PML-N isn’t
alone in this struggle for
space as similar mixed
signals come almost
daily from the PTI as
well,  with one top
leader talking of politi-
cal reconciliation one
day and being shot
down by others in the
party the next. One

moment, you hear a
party stalwart saying
there is no point in talk-
ing to other political
parties, and that dia-
logue can only take
place with the real rul-
ers such as

‘the army chief and
the DG ISI’, and the
next moment he is con-
tradicted by Imran
Khan himself.

As far as the estab-
lishment is concerned,
it appears to have one
unambiguous message:
it isn’t interested in a
dialogue or in offering
any other concession to
the PTI that gives
Imran Khan more
space than he already
commands on account
of his sizable public
support. It is a zero-
sum game with the PTI.

Therefore, the es-
tablishment is happy to
lead a hybrid regime be-
cause it hopes that it is
the safest bet to revive
the economy, which it
identified as an existen-

tial threat to the coun-
try and, by implication,
to itself. Unless some
dramatic development
forces a change in its
approach, this senti-
ment will prevail.

In Pakistan’s case,
this ‘dramatic develop-
ment’ could well come
in the shape of the next
chief justice or the
chief of army staff if
there are no hitherto
undisclosed extension
plans, as in a country
which has seen the sys-
tematic, single-minded
destruction of institu-
tions, appointments to
the top slots of key in-
stitutions assume great
significance.

I am afraid this
trend will continue till
political parties, with-
out exception, abandon
their pursuit of short-
cuts to corridors of
power through partner-
ships with extra-parlia-
mentary forces and
start relying on the sup-
port of their electorate

alone to get into gov-
ernment.

My guess is that,
given that any such
fundamental change
isn’t likely in the fore-
seeable future, hybrids
of one sort or another
— ie, with one perma-
nent player and a re-
volving door policy to
choose the junior part-
ner — will continue,
regardless of the con-
sequences. So expect a
lot more of meaning-
less, often combative
rhetoric that leads to
nowhere.

For the love of my
beloved land, where
some 40pc of the
population lives below
the poverty line, where
a staggering 26 million
children are out of
school and where ba-
sic health facilities and
potable water are like
gold dust, I earnestly
hope that even this
deeply flawed system is
able to deliver some
basics to the people.

Balochistan Needs Action, Not
Another Failed Polio Campaign

Editorial:

The news of a children in Chaman and Dera Bugti contracting polio, in
Balochistan after three years, is a damning indictment of the provincial health
department and donor agencies entrusted with this critical public health mis-
sion. While a targeted vaccination campaign is a welcome response, it’s a mere
bandage on a gaping wound.

Imported Solutions Don’t Work
For far too long, a top-down approach relying on imported solutions has

dominated our fight against polio. We, the people of Balochistan, have the
indigenous knowledge and cultural understanding necessary to effectively
combat this disease. Yet, our voices and workable solutions are consistently
sidelined.

The presence of poliovirus in environmental samples since last August is
a glaring failure of our health department. This isn’t just a recent oversight; it
exposes a systemic weakness in surveillance and outreach programs.

Where are the culturally sensitive campaigns that educate our communi-
ties in the local languages? Where are the efforts to address vaccine hesitancy
through dialogue and trust-building with local leaders? We need an overhaul
of the health department’s approach, one that leverages the strengths of our
communities and fosters ownership over public health initiatives.

Donor agencies must also shoulder some of the blame
Have they critically evaluated the effectiveness of their funding, or have

they simply perpetuated a cycle of dependence on external solutions? We
urge them to invest in building the capacity of our local healthcare system and
empower Balochistanis to take charge of their health outcomes.

The upcoming vaccination campaign is crucial, but it cannot be a one-off
effort. We need a sustained, multi-pronged approach that integrates local knowl-
edge, strengthens healthcare infrastructure, and prioritizes community engage-
ment. Only then can we truly eradicate polio from Balochistan and safeguard
the health of future generations.

This is a wake-up call. Let Balochistan not be known for this resurgence of
a preventable disease. Let’s work together, with our own solutions at the fore-
front, to banish polio for good.

Clashing realities
BY Tariq Khosa:

HOW to restrain a

powerful, overweening
and tyrannical state is
the key challenge we
face today. The institu-
tions of restraint on ex-
ecutive excesses are the
rule of law and demo-
cratic accountability.
The mood of discontent
is writ large as we wit-
ness the politics of hu-
bris and humiliation. The
powerful have rigged the
system to perpetuate
their privileges. The toxic
brew of hubris reflects a
dystopian saga.

However, to govern
a democratic society re-
quires contending with
disagreement,  said
Michael Sandel in The
Tyranny of Merit. Poli-
tics, for some of us, in the
words of Ben Ansell,
“signals the distasteful,
venal conniving of poli-
ticians”, but fundamen-
tally, politics “is about
how we make collective
decisions”. It is impor-
tant to manage “inevi-
table disagreements”.
This is why “we can’t
avoid politics or wish it
away”, Ansell writes in
Why Politics Fails.

Elections have win-
ners and losers, but their
legitimacy through a fair
process is crucial. We
have the police and
armed forces to protect
us, but who will protect
us from them? We need
to answer this question.
We have often looked for
arbitrary alternatives
through ‘strong’ military
rulers who could get
things done, but those
were ‘false gods’. We
need solutions within a
constitutional frame-

work. “While politics is
imperfect, it may be our
last best hope to reach
common ground,” says
Ansell, identifying five
areas to focus on: de-
mocracy, equality, soli-
darity, security and pros-
perity.

The deep state’s
behind-the-scenes po-
litical engineering may
be a tactical win for the
string pullers, but it re-
flects their much larger
strategic failure with re-
gard to our democratic
future. To the declared
winners went the spoils,
leaving the declared los-
ers with the burning
sensation that the elec-
tion was illegitimate, and
the stolen mandate
could not be accepted.
What happens when the
will of the people is vio-
lated? A classic example
was the 1936 victory of
Spain’s left-wing party
that the disgruntled
right-wing politicians
conspired to overthrow,
resulting in the Spanish
Civil War and Gen
Franco’s 36-year rule. In
Pakistan too, the military
has ruled, cumulatively,
for more than three de-
cades, due to political
infighting. We cannot
afford another gridlock
leading to misadventure.

Humility can be a
bulwark against absolut-
ism, and an antidote to
the present era of griev-
ance.  According to
Frank Bruni, “We live in
an era defined and over-
whelmed by grievances,
by too many peoples’
obsession with how
they’ve been wronged
and their insistence on
wallowing in ire.” He

correctly avers that “the
ascent of identity politics
and the influence of so-
cial media … were better
at inflaming us rather
than uniting us”, and pro-
moting “a self-obsession
at odds with community,
civil ity,  comity and
compromise”.Bruni calls
it “a problem of humility”,
in his forthcoming book
The Age of Grievance. He
talks about character and
how a society holds itself
together. “It does that
with concern for the com-
mon good, with respect
for the institutions” and
says that “governing, as
opposed to demagogu-
ery, is about earning oth-
ers’ trust and coopera-
tion.” Tolerance shares
its DNA with respect as
it “recognises that other
people have rights and
inherent values even
when we disagree vehe-
mently with them”, Bruni
concludes.

In Pakistan’s con-
text, institutions like
courts, law enforcement
and intelligence agencies
have lost the trust of the
citizens. This is simply a
failure of governance be-
cause of institutional hu-
bris. The institutions of
restraint, that promote
the rule of law and en-
force accountabili ty,
stand exposed. The po-
lice, to my mind, is the
worst culprit, or a tooth-
less victim, which has
acted as an instrument of
persecution wielded by
conniving, cruel, shad-
owy and unaccountable
elements of the deep
state. When exposing a
crime is treated as com-
mitting a crime, it is noth-
ing other than tyranny.
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South Asia air pollution fell in 2022,
but remains major killer

Electricity price hike in Pakistan brings new
chance for PV companies

Ignored in Lok Sabha,
Muslims demand greater

representation in
Maharashtra Assembly

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Electricity price
hike in Pakistan brings
new chance
for photovoltaic companies,
says a report carried by
Gwadar Pro on Wednes-
day.

“Our business has
grown rapidly in the
past two years due to
about 90% of the people
here have started using
solar energy facing the
high electricity costs. 

On account of the
large backlog of orders,
our workers are working
day and night to install
and repair solar photo-
voltaic panels. 

By now, we still
have seven orders to
complete,” said
Muhammad, a solar

photovoltaic panel in-
stallation contractor in
Islamabad, who has been
very busy recently.

The reporter learned
that a principal cause that
an increasing number of
Pakistanis choose solar
photovoltaic power gen-
eration is that the
country’s electricity bills
continue to rise, and no
sign of any decline.

Data shows that in
2024, the average
monthly electricity bill for
Pakistani households is
USD 350, while a year
ago, the figure was USD
100.  In July, when the
country received a new
USD 7 billion loan from
the IMF, the average
price per unit of electric-
ity for residential users

rose 18%. 
“Many residents

are finding that electric-
ity bills - typically a
small portion of house-
hold expenses - are more
than their monthly rent
of USD 100 to USD 700,”
said Samiullah Tariq,
head of research at Paki-
stan Kuwait Investment
Co.  In addition, during
peak hours of electricity
consumption, the coun-
try often suffers power
outages,  which also
causes trouble to resi-
dents’ lives. 

In contrast, the in-
stallation of household
solar photovoltaic pan-
els costs about USD
3,500, and the power
generation is relatively
stable. “My family has

installed photovoltaic
panels. In the past, there
were always power out-
ages when the electricity
supply was insufficient. 

Even if without
power outages, the cur-
rent electricity bills are
unaffordable for our liv-
ing standard. Installing
photovoltaic panels
could obviously save
electricity costs for a life-
time with a one-time in-
vestment. It is a cost-ef-
fective deal in any way,”
Raja, from Rawalpindi,
told the reporter.

Another solar panel
supplier Syed Khan indi-
cated that the sales of
photovoltaic panels,
which are mainly im-
ported from China, are
growing exponentially. 

MUMBAI  (INP): An al-
liance of Muslim com-
munity leaders in
Maharashtra, India, has
demanded greater repre-
sentation in the state
assembly elections, cit-
ing their significant elec-
toral influence and lack
of representation in the
recently-held Lok Sabha
elections.

The Secularwadi
Muslim Front, a collec-
tive of religious, social,
and political representa-
tive forum of the Mus-
lim community.

Has begun a dia-
logue with the
Mahavikas Aghadi
(MVA) all iance and
other parties to secure
proportionate represen-
tation for the community.

According to the
2011 Census, Muslims
make up 12% of
Maharashtra's popula-

tion, with nine districts
having a population of
over 15%. The Muslim
Front has identified over
60 assembly constituen-
cies where Muslims play
a crucial role in deciding
the winning candidate.

The group’s con-
vener,  Afroz Mulla,
stated that the commu-
nity is not just a vote
bank but deserves re-
spectful leadership posi-
tions.

 It aims to open a
dialogue with various
parties to ensure ad-
equate representation.

The Secularwadi
Muslim Front has
planned a march starting
on August 30 from
Kolhapur, passing
through eight districts
over eight days, to en-
gage with political lead-
ers, youth, and citizens
across party lines.

UP court orders demolition of mosque
on alleged land encroachment grounds
LUCKNOW (INP): A
Revenue Department
court in Uttar Pradesh
has ordered the demoli-
tion of a mosque in
Bindki tehsil of Fatehpur
district, on the pretext of
alleged encroachments
on government land.

The order, issued
by the tehsildar’s court,
follows a petition chal-
lenging the mosque’s lo-
cation in Malwan vil-
lage. The controversy
surrounding the
mosque has been fueled
by demands from Hindu
extremist groups, includ-
ing the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and
Bajrang Dal, who have
claimed the mosque was
built  on government
land. In July, these
groups organized a
Hindu panchayat to
push for its demolition.

An office-bearer of
the Sunni Madina
Masjid Committee,
which manages the
mosque, said they
would decide whether to
file an appeal against the
order or not after hold-

ing consultations with
their senior members.

Chhedi Ali, an of-
fice-bearer of the Sunni
Madina Masjid Commit-
tee, which manages the
mosque, stated that they
are considering an ap-
peal against the demoli-
tion order after consult-
ing with senior members.
He clarified that the
mosque was constructed
in the 1970s on land allo-
cated by the gram sabha,
with the necessary fee
deposited at the time.
Since then, the mosque
has undergone regular
maintenance, but no new
construction has oc-
curred. Ali emphasized
that previous surveys by
the district administra-
tion confirmed the land’s
allocation for the
mosque. The mosque
was officially registered
with the Uttar Pradesh
Sunni Waqf Board in
2020. He described the
recent claims of en-
croachment as false and
reiterated that the
mosque serves not only
the local community.

BANGKOK (INP): A
surprise improvement in
air quality in South Asia
in 2022 drove a decline
in global pollution, with
favourable weather a
likely factor, a new re-
port said Wednesday.

But the region con-
tinues to breathe the
world's most-polluted
air, with its residents
losing more than 3.5
years of life expectancy
on average, the annual
Air Quality Life Index
(AQLI) warned.

And globally, most
countries have either no
pollution standards or
are failing to meet what
they have set, subject-
ing their citizens to air
quality that causes a

broad range of health
problems.

For two decades, air
pollution has increased
annually in South Asia,
but satellite data for 2022
-- the most recent year
available -- showed a sur-
prise 18 percent fall.

The declines were
recorded in every coun-
try in the region apart
from Sri Lanka, according
to the report, produced
by the University of
Chicago's Energy Policy
Institute (EPIC).

"While it is difficult
to conclusively deter-
mine what reduced PM2.5
levels across South Asia,
it is safe to posit that
favourable meteorologi-
cal conditions may have
played a part,"

 the report said, refer-
ring to tiny particulates
that can travel deep into
the body.

The widespread na-
ture of the decline, along
with the above-average
rainfall across the region
in 2022, lend support to
that theory.

"Only time will tell
whether policy changes
are having an impact," the
report added, warning
that people in South Asia
are still breathing air
eight times more polluted
than the World Health
Organization deems safe.

"Continued observa-

tions, efforts towards
policy enforcement and
monitoring impacts of
policy interventions will
be critical for under-
standing and sustaining
these reductions," the
report said.

The decline in
South Asia led to a nine
percent global drop in air
pollution, even as poor
air quality spiked else-
where, including in the
Middle East and North
Africa, with concentra-
tions up 13 percent from
a year earlier.

The report warned
an ongoing lack of air
quality data on the
ground is hampering
policy-making and
implementation.

"Highly polluted
countries that have little
or no air quality data of-
ten fall into a bad feed-
back cycle where having
little data leads to little
attention or policy in-
vestment in the issue,
which reinforces little
demand for data," said
Christa Hasenkopf, di-
rector of EPIC's Clean
Air Program.

Earlier this year, the
centre launched a $1.5
million fund to finance
the installation of air
quality monitors that of-
fer open data worldwide.

Air pollution as a
whole receives relatively

little funding despite its
outsized impact on hu-
man health.

For example,  in
some of Africa's most-
polluted nations, air pol-
lution "is a more serious
threat to life expectancy
than HIV/AIDS, tropical
diseases, malaria or wa-
ter,  sanitation and
handwashing", the re-
port said.  There are
bright spots, however,
including China's re-
markably successful ef-
forts to combat dirty air.

It took measures in-
cluding restricting the
number of cars in big cit-
ies, reducing heavy in-
dustry capacity and ban-
ning new coal plants
from certain regions.

It has reduced air
pollution by 41 percent
since 2013, meeting its
national standards and
adding an average of two
years of life expectancy
for its citizens,

AQLI said. Still,
even in China, pollution
remains more than five
times higher than WHO
guidelines, and the ben-
efits of Beijing's mea-
sures are unevenly
spread.

Air quality remains
poor across several ma-
jor provinces, and in
some prefectures has ac-
tually increased since
2013.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the Sindh Premier League (SPL) presenting the SPL shirt to President
Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Qaisar Ahmed Sheikh was chief guest in the
special event program organized by Pak-China Institute in COMSTECH Auditorium.
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Dozens of families get stuck as River Indus
bursts its banks near Mehar

Nationwide traders' strike against high electricity
bills, heavy taxes, IPPs and IMF pacts

KARACHI, LAHORE  (INP): Doz-
ens of families have been left
stranded as water from the River
Indus has entered the katcha area
near Mehar, Sindh, while, on the
other hand, record-breaking mon-
soon showers continue in large
swathes of the country, resulting
in urban flooding and swelling of
rivers on Wednesday.

The lives of flood victims in
Mehar is in jeopardy as rescue
and relief activities in the affected
areas is still to get underway.

Apart from that, people in the
affected area are faced with the
food shortage while contagious
diseases have also started break-
ing out.

And to make matters worse,
the water level in the river is still
on the rise.

Meanwhile, torrential rains,
lashing large parts of Sindh for
the last two to three days, has set
off alarm bells ringing as there are
fears that these could not only
lead to urban flooding but also
rise in water levels in the River
Indus.

On the other hand, fishermen
have been advised not to go deep
into the sea.

There are reports of intermit-
tent rainfall from different areas
of Karachi such as Sharae Faisal,
Shah Faisal Colony, Defence,
Clifton, Saddar, Kala Pull, Tower
and other cities of Sindh.

Heavy rains have also been
reported from several cities of
Punjab.

In Multan 48-year-old record
was broken after the city received
147 millimeters of rain in just two
hours as a result of which not only
low-lying areas were inundated
but the water also entered the
Social Security Hospital.

Showers have also been re-
ported from Lahore and other cit-
ies of the province, including
Shakargarh,  Sarai Alamgir,
Shahkot and Chiniot that flooded
low-lying areas besides resulting
in the suspension of power sup-
ply to several localities.

Weather Department says
worse still to come

Indeed not a good news for
the residents of Karachi and other
urban centers of Sindh as the Met
Office has said that the ongoing
spell of rain will continue until
August 31.

The department has said that
a monsoon low that is presently
over Gujarat state of India is ex-
pected to reach somewhere be-
tween Badin and Karachi by to-
morrow night, and will then head
towards Makran division that
could lead to deluge in Sindh,
southern Punjab and Balochistan.

Chief Meteorologist Sarfaraz
Ahmad has said that the rain-pro-
ducing system is quite strong and
has now developed into a ‘deep
depression’.

“Due to this system, the wind
speed in Sindh could reach up to
between 28 to 33 nautical miles,”
he has said, adding, “Showers
could be heavier between
Wednesday and Friday.”

Karachi may receive 150 to
200 millimeters of rain

The meteorologist has said
that Karachi could receive be-
tween 150 to 200 millimeters of
rain, while adjoining cities of
Thatta and Badin between 300 to
400 millimeters.

“As the low will approach
closer, the rain will get intense.
Heavy rains accompanied by
strong winds could blow away
roofs of weak structures,” he has

warned.
Sarfaraz has said that stand-

ing near billboards, electricity
poles and solar panels during in-
clement weather could be life-tak-
ing.

More rainfall predicted for
other parts of country

Similarly, downpours and
strong gales have also been fore-
cast for Islamabad and most of the
districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), while there could be torren-
tial rains in Tank, Bannu, Lakki
Marwat and Dera Ismael Khan.

Similarly, thundershowers are
expected in Kasur, Sahiwal, Jhang,
Toba Tek Singh, Layyah, Dera
Ghazi Khan, Rajanpur, Multan,
Khanewal,  Lodhran,
Muzaffargarh, Kot Addu,
Bahawalpur,  Bahawalnagar,
Khanpur and Rahim Yar Khan.

Intermittent rainfall, and
heavy at some places, has also
been predicted for Khuzdar, Kalat,
Lasbela, Naseerabad, Awaran,
Sibbi, Jaafarabad, Kohlu, Bolan,
Jhal Magsi and Panjgur in
Balochistan.

It will rain cats and dogs in
Sindh

The Met Office has said that
thundershowers, accompanied by
gusty winds, are likely in Badin,
Tharparkar, Nangarpar, Islamkot,
Mithi, Mirpurkhas, Umarkot,
Tando Allay Yar, Tando
Muhammad Khan,

 Matyari, Sanghar, Karachi,
Hyderabad, Thatta,  Badin,
Sajawal, Shaheed Benazirabad,
Jamshoro, Sukkur, Ghotki,
Shikarpur, Kashmore, Khairpur,
Larkana, Jacobabad, Dadu and
Naushero Feroze.

Rain has been forecast for
isolated places in Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan.

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) seeks Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) support for two senators

ISLAMABAD (INP): Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F)
Maulana Fazlur Rehman has de-
manded two Senate seats from the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) in
exchange for his party’s full sup-
port in parliament.

According to sources, JUI-F
has demanded PTI’s support in
electing his two senators, while
PTI’s committee is willing to sup-
port one senator from JUI-F.

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam wants
to elect former Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa governor Ghulam
Ali as a senator, while PTI’s com-
mittee is inclined to support an-

other candidate, sources said.
However, JUI-F lacks suffi-

cient votes to elect a senator on
its own, and therefore, needs
PTI’s support. Sources said that
the PTI committee has sought time
to consult party chairman Imran
Khan on JUI-F’s demands.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) wants to elect
Talha Mahmood as a senator,
which JUI-F is likely to oppose.

Notably, Mehmood parted
ways with his decade-long affilia-
tion with the JUI-F and an-
nounced joining the Pakistan
Peoples Party.

Earlier, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman said that it would be ‘for-
tunate’ if his party and the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) de-
velop a consensus.

Maulana Fazlur Rehman said
that there were big ‘mountain-
sized’ differences between the two
parties. “PTI’s delegation has
come to us and as per our tradi-
tion, we have welcomed them,”
Maulana Fazalur Rehman added.

The JUI-F chief said that if
their issues with the PTI get re-
solved, it would be good. “If not,
every political party has its stance
and opinion,” he said.

Improving cricket infrastructure in Sindh
vital to nurture province’s talent: President

ISLAMABAD (INP): President
Asif Ali Zardari has highlighted
the importance of improving
cricket infrastructure and training
facilities in Sindh to nurture and
promote the talent in the province.

He said, “It is vital to explore
the possibility of joint ventures
in the Cricket sector to develop
state-of-the-art stadiums, besides
providing modern coaching and
mentoring opportunities to youth
of Sindh.”

The President was talking to
a delegation of Sindh Premier
League (SPL), led by Chairman
SPL Malik Aslam which called on
him at Aiwan-e-Sadr on Wednes-
day. Secretary Sports and Youth
Affairs Department of Sindh, Mr
Jalaluddin Mahar, Vice Chairman
SPL, Major General (r) Zahid
Mehmood, President SPL, Mr Arif

Malik, CEO SPL, Chaudhary
Shahzad Akhtar, and senior gov-
ernment officials attended the
meeting.

Asif Ali Zardari appreciated
the Sindh Premier League (SPL)
for providing a great platform to
showcase Sindh’s cricket talent.
He urged the need to devise a
comprehensive long-term
roadmap to promote Cricket in the
province.

“Promoting sports and
Cricket leagues in Pakistan will
not only enhance sports tourism
but will also boost economic ac-
tivities,” he remarked.

The delegation briefed the
President about the role of SPL in
uncovering and promoting
Sindh’s cricketing talent and im-
proving Cricket infrastructure. It
also highlighted the achieve-

ments of SPL’s inaugural season
and shared future plans for estab-
lishing a high-performance cen-
tre in Karachi aimed at training
young talent, particularly from
rural and underrepresented areas
of Sindh. The delegation also ap-
prised the President about the
problems being faced by the
League.

President Zardari assured the
delegation of his support to en-
courage and promote Cricket in
Sindh, stating that he would ask
the Sindh Government and the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) to
extend all necessary assistance to
help improve Cricketing infrastruc-
ture in Sindh as well as provide
mentoring to make SPL a success.

Later, the SPL delegation also
presented an SPL shirt to the
President.

BISP-GIZ join hands for expanding social
protection services in KP

ISLAMABAD (INP): Benazir In-
come Support Programme (BISP)
and German Agency for Interna-
tional Cooperation (GIZ) have
joined hands for expanding social
protection services especially in
the Newly Merged Tribal Dis-
tricts (ex-FATA) of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

In this regard, a meeting was
held between the Chairperson of
the Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), Senator
Rubina Khalid and a delegation
from the German Agency for In-
ternational Cooperation (GIZ) led
by Johanna Knoess, Head of
Project, Adaptive Social Protec-
tion.

The meeting primarily fo-
cused on collaborative efforts
between the two organizations to
intensify registration process by
deploying Mobile Registration
Vans especially in erstwhile FATA
region and other remote tribal ar-
eas of KP.

Ensuring access to BISP ser-
vices for vulnerable populations,
expanding Dynamic Registry Cen-
ters to enhance registration and
beneficiary management, promote
digital and financial literacy
among BISP beneficiaries.

Additionally, a skill develop-
ment program to empower benefi-
ciaries financially was also dis-
cussed.

The meeting also touched on
the Hybrid Social Protection
Scheme and nutrition program for
adolescent girls.

Senator Rubina Khalid reit-
erated BISP’s commitment to
reaching the most vulnerable
populations in Pakistan, particu-
larly in remote and underserved
areas.

This partnership with GIZ
aims to strengthen social protec-
tion mechanisms and improve the
lives of marginalized communities.

GIZ team assured it’s coop-
eration, proposing follow-up
meetings to discuss the modali-
ties of implementing the agreed
initiatives.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Traders
across Pakistan, from Karachi to
Khyber on Wednesday are ob-
serving a nationwide strike
against the government's eco-
nomic policies, particularly the
high electricity bills, oppressive
taxes, the controversial "Trader-
Friendly Scheme," and IMF poli-
cies.

The strike has received broad
support from various political par-
ties, including the PTI, JUI-F, and
JI, as well as associations like the
Karachi Chamber of Commerce
and the Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce & Indus-
try (FPCCI).

The traders' strike has
brought business activities to a
standstill in major markets, with
shops closed and streets empty.
In Karachi, markets such as
Liaquatabad, Jodia Bazaar, Light
House, Bolton Market, and Tariq
Road have shut down, with ban-
ners protesting the IMF's grip, ris-
ing power bil ls, and the
government's policies displayed
prominently. Lahore's major mar-
kets, including Anarkali, Nolakha
Landa Bazaar, and Hall Road, have
also joined the strike.

However, the Karachi Trans-
port Ittehad (KTI) did not join the
strike, citing a lack of consulta-
tion. Similarly, a traders group in
Lahore, the Anjuman Tajran
Naeem Mir Group, has opposed
the strike and kept their markets

open.
In Karachi, JI held a protest

demonstration in the Sher Shah
area against rising inflation and
electricity prices, following the
call of JI leader Hafiz Naeem. The
protest disrupted traffic flow as
demonstrators burned tyres and
garbage on the road to voice their
concerns.

In Gujranwala, a complete
shutterdown strike was observed
on the call of trader associations.
All business centres, markets, and
bazaars in the city, including Sat-
ellite Town, Cloth Market, Jinnah
Bazaar, Urdu Bazaar, Rail Bazaar,
Fish Market, Arainiaan Wali Gali,
Sarafa Bazaar, Dal Bazaar, Loha
Bazaar, and Mobile Market, re-
mained completely closed, with
banners displayed in support of
the strike.

A nationwide shutterdown
strike on the call of central
Anjuman Tajran was also ob-
served in Toba Tek Singh, as the
Grocery Association, Anjuman
Dukandaraan, Anjuman Aartiaan
Ghalla Mandi, and Sarafa Asso-
ciation supported the strike.

In Bahawalpur today, traders
were on a complete strike, impor-
tant trade centres and markets
were completely closed, and grain
markets remained closed at the
tehsil  level, including
Bahawalpur. Circular Road, Shahi
Bazar, Giri Ganj Bazar, Commercial
Area, and other markets closed;

Model Sabzi Mandi only last day's
deals. The business community
protested in front of the press
club.

On the call of All Pakistan
Anjuman Tajran, a complete
shutterdown strike of trade
organisations in Chiniot, the fur-
niture market, shops at Shahrah-
e-Quaid-e-Azam, Chiniot road
markets, Maidan Tarkhanaan mar-
ket, grain market, Gaddafi market,
Churri Bazaar, Muslim Bazaar, Rail
Bazaar, Cloth Market, Mobile
Market Yasir Plaza, and inner city
markets are completely closed. On
the other hand, shops are par-
tially open at Sabzi Mandi,
Sargodha Road, Jhang Road, and
Lahore Road in Chiniot.

The shutterdown strike in
Shikarpur was also observed, and
different markets, including
Meena Bazaar, Lakhider Chowk
markets, Sarafa Bazaar, Cloth
Market, and Vegetable Market,
remained completely closed.

Traders of the Malakand di-
vision,  including Swat and
Mingora, also joined the
shutterdown strike, and all small
and big business centres and pri-
vate educational institutes re-
mained closed. Malakand Divi-
sion Trades Federation President
Abdul Rahim said business has
been badly affected by inflation
and an increase in electricity
prices. Malakand Division does
not accept any kind of tax, he said.

Pakistan, Turkiye reiterate commitment to
boost bilateral trade

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
and Turkiye Wednesday reiter-
ated commitment to further boost
trade relations for mutual benefit
of the two countries.  This was
vowed during the farewell cour-
tesy call of Ambassador of the
Republic of Türkiye, Mehmet
Paçaci on Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue, Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb. During
the meeting, Finance Minister and
Ambassador termed the signing
of the Trade in Goods Agreement
2022 as a significant step towards
achieving the bilateral trade tar-
get of USD 5 billion. They under-
scored the need for enhancing the
trade and investment portfolio

through more Government-to-
Government (G2G) and Business-
to-Business (B2B) arrangements.

The meeting underscored
the deep-rooted and brotherly re-
lations between Pakistan and
Türkiye, founded on shared faith,
history, and cultural affinities.

Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb appreciating the out-
going Ambassador for his contri-
butions to strengthening bilateral
relations reiterated Pakistan’s
commitment to continue deepen-
ing its partnership with Türkiye
across various sectors, including
trade, investment, technical coop-
eration, and more. He also high-
lighted the progress made during

the recent visit of the Turkish
trade delegation to Pakistan, led
by Trade Minister of Turkiye,
Prof. Dr. Omer Bolat which helped
in exploring new avenues for co-
operation in sectors such as en-
ergy, agriculture, infrastructure,
and technology. The Finance
Minister extended his best wishes
to Ambassador Paçaci in his fu-
ture endeavors and expressed
confidence for continued collabo-
ration and enduring friendship
between Pakistan and Türkiye.

The outgoing Ambassador
Paçaci, in his remarks, expressed
gratitude for the cooperation and
support extended by the govern-
ment during his tenure.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting regarding eco-
nomic growth and Investment.

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) Senator Rubina Khalid held
a meeting with a team from GIZ, led by Johanna Knoess, Head of Sector Initiative Social Protection at
BISP headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with UN’s Special Represen-
tative for Afghanistan Indrika Ratwatte.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Republic of Türkiye, Mehmet Paçaci called on Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb.


