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Hand Grenade
Attack in Quetta’s
Pashtunabad Leaves

Seven Injured
Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Ahand grenade
attack on the Chalo Bawri
Chowk area of Pashtunabad,
Quetta, has left seven people
injured, according to local
sources. The attack, carried out
by unidentified motorcyclists,
took place late Monday
evening.

The injured individuals
were immediately rushed to the
Trauma Center at Civil Hospital,
Quetta, where they are currently
receiving medical treatment. The
hospital staff confirmed that the
patients are in stable condition
but remain under close observa-

The names of the injured
have been released by hospital
authorities. The victims are
identified as Khan, Mujeeb,
Manan, Hazrat Allah, Abdul
Malik, Sami Allah, and Imran.

Security forces have
cordoned off the area and

Lt Gen (R) Faiz Hameed Arrested and
Faces Court Martial in Top City Case

ISLAMABAD: Complying with
the orders of Supreme Court of
Pakistan, a detailed court of in-
quiry, was undertaken by Paki-
stan Army, to ascertain correct-
ness of complaints in Top City
Case made against Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed (Retd), the military’s
media wing said. Consequently,
appropriate disciplinary action
has been initiated against Lt
Gen Faiz Hameed (Retd), under
provisions of Pakistan Army
Act, the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) stated.

In addition, multiple instances of
violation of Pakistan Army Act
post retirement have also been
established. The process of
Field General Court Martial has
been initiated and Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed (Retd) has been taken
into military custody.

Former intelligence “ehief Faiz

ameed has been taken into
military custody and the pro-
cess for his court martial has

Dawood Ahme

been initiated in connection
with the Top City housing
scheme scandal, the army’s
media wing said on Monday.

The development is a first in the
country’s history where a court
martial has been initiated
against a former spymaster.

“Complying with the orders of
Supreme Court of Pakistan, a
detailed court of inquiry was
undertaken by Pakistan Army,
toascertain correctness of com-
plaints in Top City case made
against Lt Gen Faiz Hameed
Retd).

Said a press release issued by the
Inter-Services Public Relations
ISPR)

(ISPR).
It added: “C appro-

established.

The process of Field General
Court Martial has been initiated
and Lt Gen Faiz Hameed (Retd)
has been taken into military
custody,” the ISPR further said.

The military had reportedly
formed an inquiry committee in
April toinvestigate allegations
of misuse of authority against
the former head of the Inter-Ser-

Gunmen Attack Trailer and
Levies Force Vehicle in Separate
Incidents in Balochistan

Asif Kareem Khetran:

BARKHAN: Ina series of alarm-
ing incidents, unknown armed
individuals targeted a com-
pany trailer and a vehicle be-
longing to the Barkhan Levies
Force, causing significant

d: eft.

In the first incident, the assailants
opened fire on a trailer trans-
porting machinery for a local

company.

The attack occurred while the ve-
hicle was en route, leading to
the puncturing of itstires. Sev-
eral bullets struck the trailer’s
glass and body, but fortu-
nately, the driver and cleaner
managed to escape unharmed.
Authorities are investigating
the motive behind the attack,
though no suspects have
been identified at this time.

In a separate but equally concern-
ingincident, a vehicle belong-
ing to the Barkhan Levies
Force came under fire. The at-
tackers shattered the windows
of the vehicle and managed to

seize government-issued
weapons and valuable docu-
‘ments before fleeing the scene.

The Levies Force personnel, who
were in the midst of preparing
for the upcoming 14th August
Independence Day celebra-
tions, were the apparent tar-
get of this attack.

According to a Levies Force

spokesperson, the soldiers in-
volved in the incident were not
injured, but the theft of weap-
ons and documents is a seri-
ous concern. Investigations
are currently ongoing, with
authorities working to trace
the culprits and recover the
stolen items.

These incidents have raised se-
curity concerns in the region,
particularly with the Indepen-
dence Day celebrations ap-
proaching. Local authorities
have increased security mea-
sures to prevent further at-
tacks and ensure the safety of
residents and officials.

vices
Media reports had said the com-
mittee was formed by the mili-
tary as a gesture of self-ac-
countability and would be
headed bya serving major gen-
eral. They had said the commit-
tee was formed in the light of
ti f the Court

priate_disciplinary action has
been initiated against Lt Gen
Faiz Hameed (Retd), under pro-
visions of Pakistan Army Act.”
“Inaddition, multiple instances of
violation of Pakistan Army Act
post-retirement have also been

and the Ministry of Defence.

In its written order issued on No-
vember 14, the apex court| had
said that allegations of an “ex-
tremely serious nature” against
ex-spymaster retired Lt-Gen Faiz
Hameed.

launched an i into
the attack. Authorities have yet
todetermine the motive behind
the incident or identify the
assailants.

Quetta has experienced
similar incidents in the past, and
this attack has once again raised
concerns about the security
situation in the city. Local
residents have expressed their
fears and called for stronger
measures to prevent such
attacks in the future.

Further updates will be
provided as more information
becomes available.

Security man
martyred in North
Waziristan, injured
officer passes away
PESHAWAR/ISLAMABAD:A

security official embraced
martyrdom and four others,
including an officer, were injured
during exchanges of fire with
militants at two locations in
North Waziristan on Sunday,
police sources said.

Meanwhile, a young army
officer, Lt Uzair Mehmood Malik,
who was eritically wounded
during an intense gun battle
with militants in the Tirah Valley
of Khyber district on Friday,
passed away at Peshawar’s
Combined Military Hospital
(CMH) on Sunday, where he
was being treated. He was laid
to rest at his native graveyard in
Attock district. The first incident
in North Waziristan occurred in
Razmak tehsil, where militants
targeted a security official who
later succumbed to his injuries.

Balochistan High Court Orders NADRA to Verify
Votes in PB-40 Quetta-3 Constituency

QUETTA: In asignificant devel-
opment, the Election Tribunal No.

I of the Balochistan High Court,

presided over by Mr. Justice
Abdullah Baloch, has ordered the
verification of all votes cast in
Constituency PB-40 Quetta-3. The
decision came as part of the on-
going Election Case involving
Qadir Ali Nail versus Samad Khan
Gurgej and others.

In his ruling, M. Justice Abdullah
Baloch emphasized the impor-
tance of ensuring that the elec-
tion was conducted fairly and

Staff Reporter:

transparently. He stated that, af-
ter carefully examining the claims
and evidence presented by both
parties, the Tribunal concluded
that it was necessary to verify the
authenticity of the votes through
NADRA's fingerprint database.
This measure, according to the
judge, is essential to determine
whether the election results were
legitimate or if any rigging oc-

curred.
As per the Tribunal’s order, all
votes and Form 45 from Constitu-
ency PB-40 Quetta-3 will be certi-

fied by NADRA. This verification
process is expected to shed light
on the true nature of the election
results and bring clarity to the
goncerns raleed by the plaintiff,
Qadir Al

Ina nolewonhy aspect of the rul-
ing, the Tribunal also directed
Qadir Ali Nail to bear the full cost
of the verification process. This
decision underscores the serious-
ness with which the Tribunal is
treating the allegations and its
commitment to ensuring a trans-

parent electoral process.

Education Minister’s Delivery
Unit Launched to Overhaul
Education in Balochistan

Education Des|

QUETTA: In a significant move
to elevate the education sys-
tem in Balochistan, the provin-
cial government has estab-
lished the Education
Minister’s Delivery Unit
(MEDU). This specialized team
is tasked with improving the
quality and delivery of educa-
tion across the region, ad-
dressing Balochistan’s unique
challenges, and accelerating
educational reforms.

s part of the initiative, officials
from the Pak Alliance for
Maths and Science (PAMS),
including Salman Asif and

mar Orakzai, recently held a
meeting with Balochistan Edu-
cation Minister Rahila Hameed
Khan Durrani and Secretary
Education Saleh Muhammad
Nasar. This meeting under-
scored the collaborative efforts
being made to ensure the suc-
cess of the MEDU.

The MEDU will play a pivotal role
in tracking and advising the
implementation of various
educational policies and pro-
grams. One of its primary ob-

is to develop and de-
liver a comprehensive

z

roadmap for education in
Balochistan. This roadmap will
euide the province through
critical reforms aimed at en-
hancing educational

out-

es.
A key function of the MEDU is to
review high-priority programs
and provide regular updates
on the Prime Minister’s 14-

point Education Emergency
Task List. This list outlin
urgent educational priori
that require immediate atter
tion and action. The MEDU’s
efforts will ensure that these
priorities are addressed effec-
tively and efficiently.

In addition to policy implementa-
tion, the MEDU will liaise with
all relevant stakeholders, in-
cluding government bodies,
educational institutions, and
non-governmental organiza-
tions. This collaborative ap-
proach is intended to foster a
cohesive strategy for educa-
tion reform in Balochistan.

The Balochistan government,
through the Secretary of Edu-
cation, has accepted secre-
tarial and technical support
from PAMS. The organization
will provide the necessary ex-
pertise to assist the MEDU in
achieving its goals. The part-
nership between the govern-
ment and PAMS underscores
the commitment to leveraging
specialized knowledge and re-
sources to improve education
in the province.

the MEDU begins its work, it

will focus on creating solu-

tions tailored to the unique
needs of Balochistan. By ad-
dressing the specific chal-
lenges faced by the province,
the MEDU aims to deliver tan-
gible improvements in the edu-

Cation sector, ensuring that all

children in Balochistan have

access (o guality education.
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Balochistan Needs Action, Not
Another Failed Polio Campaign

Editorial:

The news of a children in Chaman and Dera Bugti contracting polio, in
Balochistan after three years, is a damning indictment of the provincial health
departmentand donor agencies entrusted with this critical public health mis-
sion. While a targeted vaccination campaign is a welcome response, it’s a
mere bandage on a gaping wound.

Imported Solutions Don’t Work

For far too long, a top-down approach relying on imported solutions has
dummdlcd our fight against polio. We, the people of Balochistan, have the

and cultural necessa
combat this disease. Yet, our voices and workable solutions are consistently
sidelined.

The presence of poliovirus in environmental samples since last August
is a glaring failure of our health department. This isn’t just a recent oversight;
it exposes a systemic weakness in surveillance and outreach programs.

Where are the culturally sensitive campaigns that educate our communi-
ties in the local languages? Where are the efforts to address vaccine hesi-
tancy through dialogue and trust-building with local leaders? We need an
overhaul of the health department’s approach, one that leverages the strengths
of our communities and fosters ownership over public health initiatives.

Donor agencies must also shoulder some of the blame

Have they critically evaluated the effectiveness of their funding, or have
they simply perpetuated a cycle of dependence on external solutions? We
urge them to invest in building the capacity of our local healthcare system
and empower Balochistanis to take charge of their health outcomes.

‘The upcoming vaccination campaign is crucial, but it cannot be a one-off
effort. We need a suslamcd multi-pronged appruach that integrates local

and prioritizes
cngdgcmcnl Only then can we truly eradicate polio from Balochistan and
safeguard the health of future generations.

Challenges and Reforms in Balochistan’s
Higher Education

Ghulam Ali Baloch:

£n the landscape of

Balochistan’s higher
education, several chal-
lenges have emerged,
casting shadows over
the educational pros-
pects of its youth. These
challenges, if not ad-
dressed promptly, could
impede the region’s
progress and develop-
ment. Here’s an explora-
tion of some pressing
issues and potential av-
enues for reform:

1. Imbalance in
Staffing Ratios: Inves-
tigations into the staff-
ing trends following the
18th amendment reveal
a concerning ratio of
non-teaching staff to
faculty members. The
purported ratio of § non-
teaching staff for every
teaching faculty member
is highly undesirable
and warrants immediate
allenllon

sequential construction
of buildings have led to
a disbalance in budget
allocations within the
higher education sector.
Funds earmarked for
teaching and infrastruc-
ture development are not
proportionately allo-
cated, leading t0 ineffi-
ciencies.

3. Lack of Corpo-
rate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) Funds: Con-
trary to global best prac-
tices, there is a notable
absence of Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR) fund management
for sponsoring higher
education initiatives in
Balochistan. Major in-
vestors and entities have
made negligible contri-
butions towards the ad-
vancement of higher
education, posing a sig-
nificant hurdle to edu
tional progress.

4. Inadequate Re-
source N

Budgemuocmun “The
proliferation of new de-
partments and the con-

sity management in
Balochistan lacks the
necessary skills to gen-
erate and manage re-
sources effectively. In-
stances such as the Uni-
versity of Multan’s suc-

ssful utilization of ag-
ricultural lands under-
score the untapped po-

large buildings for Re-
search Centers (BRCs)
and Cadet Colleges at
exorbitant costs further
strains the funds allo-
cated for higher educa-
tion. These expenditures
compete with essential
university funding, hin-
dering the sector’s over-

dancy and inefficiency.
Transforming these col-
leges into centers for skill
development or upgrad
ing them to universities
could better serve the
educational needs of
Balochistan’s youth.

In nclusion,
Balochistan’s higher

tential for revenue gen- all progress. education sector faces
eration within 7. Need fnr Institu- - multifaceted challenges
Balochistan’s universi- tional R that demand i

ties. Several institutions un- attention and reform. By

5. Absence of Inter-
nal Consultation: Alack
of internal
exacerbates the misman-
agement of resources,
resulting in irrational ap-
pointments and the illogi-
cal establishment of new
campuses and depart-
ments. Internal dialogue
and collaboration are es-
sential for optimizing re-
source allocation and
decision-making pro-
cesses.

6. Irrational Con-
struction Projects: The

der the Higher Educa-
tion umbrella rcqulrc re-
alignment toi the
quality of both school
and college education.
Outdated practices,
such as the establish-
ment of Intermediate
Colleges, need to be re-
evaluated in favor of
modern educational
structures that align with
contemporary needs.

8. Modernization of
Curriculum and Institu-
tions: Many colleges
struggle to adapt to the

addressing staffing im-
balances, reallocating
budgets ively, fos-
tering corporate partner-
ships, enhancing re-
source management
skills, promoting internal
collaboration, rationaliz-
ing construction
projects, realigning i1
tutions, and modernizing
curriculum and institu-
tions, Balochistan can
pave the way for a
brighter educational fu-
ture for its youth

The author is a se-

Skills: Despite pos- Higher Educa[mn new curriculum intro- nior burcaucrat in the
sessing usi- duced under the BS pro-  government of
ness potential, univer- towards (,unsuuclmg gram, leading to redun- Balochistan

This is a wake-up call. Let Balochistan not be known for this res
of a preventable ase. Let’s work together, with our own solutions at the
forefront, to banish polio for good.

Economic revival

By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

When we are knee-
deep in debt, should
not be

help broaden the tax
base. Opposite my
house is a supermar- thes

IN 1992, Bill Clinton

ran his campaign for
us on

Targeting

By Muhammad Amir Rana:

$HE Shangla terrorist
attack on the Chinese
engineers’ vehicle is
having consequences.
Chinese companics have

ket d by so
many customers that
1 have rarely seen the
cashier desk without a
queue before it. Yet,
when it comes to pay-
ing taxes, this shop,
like many retailers, is
reluctant to enter the

? Similarly,
many high-ranking of-
ficials use protocol
cavalcades to move
about; can cuts not be
made here? The larger
point is that austerity
flows top down. As
such, the surrender of

three slogans, one of
which was ‘It’s the
economy, stupid’. In
the backdrop of the
economic downturn of
the early 1990s,
Clinton’s focus on eco-
nomic revival reso-

nated well with his vot- tax net. a second car by the
ers, and within three Our people need chief justice is a wel-
years, economic to realise that the come precedent worth

growth picked up.
Ever since, the phrase
“It’s the economy, stu-
pid’ has been used ex-
tensively to emphasise
the pivotal role of eco-
nomic management in
a nation’s prosperity.

In Pakistan today,
the imperative of ect
nomic revival can
hardly be
overemphasised. For
decad we  have
been living beyond our
means, collecting a
mountain of debt along
the way. Interest pay-
ments consume the
bulk of our revenues,
and perpetual loans are
sought to run the gov-
ernment. Effectively,
that means much of
what the government
does is with borrowed
money.

This is unsustain-
able; either we in-
crease our revenues,
or reduce our ex-
penses — preferably
both. Pursuant to the
agreement with the
IMF, the government
plans to tax the retail
sector as part of its
efforts to document
the informal economy.

roads we travel on, the
public services we
avail of, and the higher
quality of life we de-
sire can only be avail-
able if we pay taxes.
An argument often
made in response to
the topic of increasing
the tax net is that the
revenue collected
from the common
man’s taxes is used by
high officials of lhe
government to finance
their over-extended
lifestyles. It is, there-
fore, important that
while broadening the
tax base, the govern-
ment make an equally
robust and visible ef-
fort to cut wasteful
public expense.

owever, we
have yet to see any
concrete step being
taken to give credence
to the government’s
claims of belt-tighten-
ing.

For instance,
when the government
announced cost cuts
oninternational travel,
one saw a long list of
the categories of pub-
lic office holders who
would be entitled to

emulating.

We have yet to
see any concrete proof’
of belt-tightening.

Meanwhile, the
18th  Amendment,
which devolved sev-
eral subjects to the
provinces, was a step
in the right direction,
but its implementation
has left much to be de-
sired.

First, the federal
ministries dealing with
the subjects already
devolved to the prov-
inces have not been
dissolved. Second, re-
sources were not de-
volved by the provinces
to local governments.
Since living conditions
in tehsils and villages
have not improved, the
common man is dissat-
isfied with the way the
economy works in our
country. In a related is-
sue, the NFC award
adopted in 2010 in-
creased the share of
provinces from the net
proceeds of divisible
pool taxes to 57 per
cent (2011-12 on-
wards) up from 45pc
(2009-10). As debt ob-
ligations have contin-

d work on at
least three critical hydro-
power projects: the Dasu
dam, the Diamer-}
dam, and the Tarbela 5lh
Extension.

The attack has
caused significant alarm.
Apart from disrupting
these vital infrastructure
projects, it has shaken
the confidence of Chi-
nese nationals working
in Pakistan. Reports in-
dicate some are consid-
ering leaving the coun-
try due to safety con-
cemns.

The Pakistani gov-
ernment has repeatedly
pledged to bring the per-
petrators to justice.
However, the recent in-
cident has eroded trust.
Chinese social media re-
flects growing anxiety,
with calls for stricter se-
curity measures to pro-
tect Chinese lives.

Whenever a major
terrorist incident occurs
in the country, the me-
dia, security experts, and
even state institutions
start to make sweeping
generalisations about
the event, the culprits,
their motives, and the
terrorist groups that
could have been in-
volved in such inci-
dents.

The first and most
well-known excuse cited
is foreign involvement in
the attacks, especially
those targeting Chinese
nationals or CPEC-re-
lated projects. Three
names of terrorist
groups spring to mind:
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), Balochistan
Liberation Army, and the
Islamic State-Khorasan.
They guess a specific

pends on the region;
these three groups have
specific operational
bases.

The same is the
case for the recent
Shangla attack. The
names of all three groups
popped up immediately
after the attack. The TTP
has been projected as
the prime suspect, as
one of its commanders
was declared the master-
‘mind behind a similar.
tack on the Chinese in
Kohistan in 2021. The
names ofa few TTP com-
‘manders who may have
orchestrated the attack
are circulatingin the me-
dia. Quickly jumping to
conclusions distracts in-
vesti; gdliun and impacts
the state’s ability to
tackle the security situa-
tion comprehensively.

The state’s history
of compromise with mili-
tant  groups  has
emboldened them.

Pakistan’s militant
landscape may not be
too complex bul is di-

Chinese nationals

The  Deobandi
school is dominant in the
region and blends with
conservative social tradi-
tions, particularly the
honour code. The result-
ant insularity has led to
frequent interactions be-
tween the local
Deobandi madr
as well as sectarian and
militant outfits in the
country. The locals sup-
port these religious
organisations, giving
them financial and human
resources, and weapons.
Before receiving large
compensation sums for
the Dasu and Basha
dams, the region thrived
on timber smuggling.

Extremist tenden-
cies in the region are
stronger than those in
the neighbouring areas.
Anti-Shia sentiment,
blood feuds in the com-
munity, and a sense of
ethnic supcuol ityare in-
grained.

The region has al-
ways been difficult to
govern. Security institu-

involved in the 2013 ter-
rorist attack on the
Nanga Parbat base camp
targeting foreign climb-
ers — and an end to
‘women’s sporting activi-
ties in GB for the
‘minister’s release. They
claimed they blocked the
road because the state
failed to honour a 2019
agreement, and issued a
10-day ultimatum for the
government tomeet their
demands.

Although a promi-
nent violent actor, it is
not the only one in the
region. The MGB and
other local militant
groups reportedly main-
tain close links with the
TTP and sectarian out-
fits based in Punjab.
These external groups
appear to support local
militants, as evidenced
by the TTP’s involve-
ment in the 2022 Babusar
Pass blockade. The
state’s history of com-
promise with militant
eroups has emboldened
them. For instance, in

projects?

While anti-develop-
ment sentiments are not
that high in the area,
many believe that dams
and wider roads will trig-
ger urbanisation,
women’s emancipation,
and modernisation,
which they perceive as
threats to their religion
and culture. The domi-
nant trend suggests that
most people are happy
with the compensation
money and employment
prospects.

However,  this
doesn’t diminish the
level of religious extrem-
ism present. Some resi-
dents may sympathise
with the Uighur commu-
nity in Xinjiang, and oth-
ers may dislike the pres-
ence of foreigners on
their land. These factors
could be nurturing nega-
tive perceptions about
Chinese nationals in the
region.

One possible ex-
ample of the local dy-
namics is seen in the

verse.
sociopolitical factors,
and group dynamics all
work within local con-
texts.  In  any
counterterrorism inquiry,
local contextand dynam-
ics are more important
than broader ideological
and political motiva-
tions. Shangla, upper
and lower Kohistan, and
Battagram districts of
the Hazara region in KP
and the adjoining Diamer
districtin Gilgit-Baltistan
share religious, social,
tribal, ethnic, and cul-
tural codes. The region
has been frequently in
the news due to ‘honour’
Killings, burning of girls”
schools, and the killing
of Shia travellers. Re-
cently, it has gained no-
toriety for attacks on
Chinese workers in-
volved in development

accusation
against a Chinese official
at the Dasu damsite last
year. The incident high-
lighted that tensions
could erupt.

While local groups
may lack the capability
to carry out large-scale
attacks independently,
past events like the kill-
ing of Shia passengers
and the attack on tour-
ists at Nanga Parbat
demonstrate their capac-
ity for violence. Their
ability is amplified by
support from like-minded
groups within Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

The government’s
strategy of outsourcing
the maintenance of order
to local and external reli-
gious figures needs to be
revised to address these
sentiments. Amore com-
prehensive approach is

the incident,
the administration
agreed to ban girls’
sports in the region.
Similarly, a 2019 agree-
‘ment had reportedly al-
lowed for impleménta-
tion of some Islamic laws
the militants had de-
manded. The state’s re-
liance on religious
scholars for mediation in
crises can be problem-
atic. Local accounts
suggest that some schol-
ars may be sympathetic
to the militants’ de-
‘mands, leading to partial
concessions that create
a perception of a ‘win-
win’ scenario for mili-
tants and religious fig-
ures. But the question is:

why are an increasing
number of Chinese na-
tionals being targeted in
these areas, which are
seemingly benefiting

tions, and
the area’s political lead-
ership have tried to run
the administration
while compromising on
laws and rules. Even in
cases of major disputes,
the administration tries
to resolve them through
local jirgas and by in-
volving religious schol-
ars. This can result in le-
niency towards crimi-
nals, with many extrem-
ist elements taking the
law into their own hands.
The Mujahideen
Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kohistan (MGB) are a
prime example. The
group claimed responsi-
bility for several inci-
dents in Kohistan and
Diamer districts.

In October 2022, it
held a GB minister hos-
tage. They demanded the
release of terrorists —

This would certainly travel business class. ued to rise. group’s involvement de- projects in the area. some of them had been from the development needed to calm tensions.
Sustainabilit f digital trad
Hassan Nawaz Sheikh:
of the five core areas on  thority has also been set ments at best, whereby, tunities for our tech en- ever, given how quickly ments: While digital chapter.  Pak-istan

£/\KISTAN'S ailing
economy is undergoing
aprocess ofrevival, The
economic wizards have
placed a lot of bets on IT
in the hope that the enor-
mous potential of this
sector can help alleviate
our economic woes.
There have been clai
by former federal IT min-
isters that Pakistan’s IT
exports would reach be-

which Pakistan’s eco-
nomic revival is predi-
cated. Under the aus-
pices of SIFC, invest-
ment opportunities are
available for setting up
special technology
zones (STZs) at seven
prime locations includ-
ing Lahore, Peshawar,
Swat,  Abbottabad,
Haripur, Islamabad and
Karachi. The Ministry of

up under the Special
Technology Zones Au-
thority Act, 2021 that pro-
vides incentives for STZ
enterprises and zone de-
velopers for 10 years.
These incentives include
tax exemptions under the
Income Tax Ordinance,
2001, and Sales Tax Act,
1990, Capital goods im
ports are exempt from
taxes. There are no prop»

a conducive environ-
ment for setting up busi-
nesses is being pro-
vided. Once IT firms
shift their offices to the
proposed STZs or start-
ups occupy rental
spaces in the buildings
of STZs, the next step
would be to sustain their
existence. How then do
they generate busi-
nesses to ensure sur-
vival? Without business

tween $10 billion to erty tax lost
$20bn from the existing & Tel opportunities
mark of$2.6bn within the  also has a project for the ~ profit repatriation free-
next few years. The establishment of25soft- dom is granted. There’s
premise on which these ware technology parks no doubt that the devel-
claims are beingmade s~ (STPs) throughout Paki- opment of STZs/ STPs is

that the IT sector has
been recording consis-
tent upward growth
since the last few years.

The IT industry
cained further focus
when it was picked up by
the newly christened
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council as one

stan by converting pub-
lic-/ privately owned di-
lapidated or non-opera-
tional office buildings/
factories/ warehouses to

important to catalyse the
emergence of digital and
IT-related trade as more
and more businesses and
start-ups would be
provide IT-enabled of- tempted to move their of-
fice spaces to IT and fices within these zones
ITeS companies at af- to avail tax benefits.
fordable rates. A Special However, these are just
Technology Zones Au- infrastructural develop-

how can
we achieve the goal of
enhanced IT services
exports? Without busi-
ness opportunities how
can we achieve the goal
of enhanced IT services
exports? Thus. arly
something is mi:
Having large bul]dmg:
does not guarantee busi-
ness activities within
those quarters and a
longer-term plan is re-
quired to create oppor-

trepreneurs. Accord-
ingly, we would need the
following: Digital trade
policy: The term *digital
trade’ has no clear defi-
nition, yet it is believed
to refer to “commerce
enabled by electronic
means in both goods
and services”. The Digi-
tal Trade Principles, as
agreed upon by the G7,
cover five areas: (1) open
digital markets: (2) data
free flow with trust; (3)
safeguards for workers,

should, thus, aim to have
a DTA with the EU that
is the world’s largest ex-
porter and importer of
digitally deliverable ser-
vices. Singapore can be
taken as another example
that has already con-
cluded negotiations on
digital economy agree-
ments with Chile, New
Zealand, Australia, the
UK and South Korea. So,
the trend of d)g)lal
economy and trade
agreements is definitely

this sector is expanding,
the domestic regulatory
environment will become
increasingly restrictive,
making it more difficult
for consumers and busi-
nesses to seize some
new and emerging op-
portunities. How are
these problems to be
tackled? How would a
start-up’s performance
not be hampered by
such problems? How will
our domestic businesses
deal with cross-border

trade policy would bring
a holistic and competi-
tive edge to our IT en-
trepreneurs so that
they’re able to compete
at the international
stage, digital trade
agreements would bring
them bilateral and pref-
erential market access.
DTASs are just a niche
version of the traditional
free trade agreements.
Whilst Pakistan is strug-
gling to gain benefit
even from the conven-

and busi-
nesses; (4) digital trad-
ing systems, and (5) fair
and inclusive global
governance. While there
is no clear measurement
of this sector, the
Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Development estimates
it to constitute approxi-
‘mately 25 per cent of the
entire world trade. How-

tional FTA model, the
developed world is mov-
ing swiftly towards the
advanced form of an
FTA in the shape of
DTAs. For instance,

gital trade is a key ele-
ment in the European
Union’s trade policy and
every modern trade
agreement that EU has
concluded contains a
dedicated digital trade

picking up. If our IT en-
trepreneurs can have di-
rect and preferential ac-
cess to develope
economies — through
the medium of DTAs —
then we can keep our
hopes high that sustain-
able and continued busi-
ness will come our way
and that would then jus-
tify the mushroom
growth of STZs.

regulator
as violations thereof
might restrict their abil-
ity to continue business
with their customers? For
all these key problems
and other related issues,
our country needs to
have a robust and dy-
namic digital trade policy
for sustainable growth in
this sector. Digital
economy/ trade agree-
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Pakistani exhibitors tap into potential at
inaugural Lhasa Imports Expo

BEIJING (INP): Lhasa,  their exquisite creations —achieved sales 0f 300,000 said.
the capital of the Xizang to a captivated crowd, yuan. “It’s a wonderful
Autonomous Region, Gwadar Pro reported on This time, T have opportunity to introduce
China, was abuzz with brought millions of yuan  Pakistani handicrafts to
excitement as it hosted akistani stalls worthof goods andlam the people of Xizang. T
the first-ever Lhasa decorated with intricate very confident about our hope this platform will
Shoton Imports Expo8n jade pieces, ornate sales prospects. The not only enhance the
the recent week. copperware and other Xizang market has a visibility of our crafts-
The event featured handcrafted items at- unique appreciation for manship but also foster
246 enterprises from 31 tracted significant atten-  quality craftsmanship, a deeper appreciation for
countries and regions, tion from local residents  and our Pakistani handi- our nch cultural heri-
marking it the largest and international visi- crafis resonate well with tage.”
expo of imported goods  tors. their aesthetic sensibili- With over 600 inter-
in the region in over a Faisal Rasheed, a ties.” Kamil Muhammad, national merchants in at-
decade. seasoned participant in a first-time visitor to tendance, the event fos-
Among the diverse Xizang’s ex- Xizang and tered a vibrant atmo-
range of participants pressed his enthusiasm tive of another Pakistani sphere of networking
showcasing over 1,000 for the event. “I love handicraft enterprise, and collaboration, pro-
types of goods, Paki- Xizang, and this is my shared similar senti- vidingaunique platform
stani exhibitors stood third visit,” he said. “In ments. “I'm grateful to for exhibitors to show-
out with four handicraft May, I participated in an  the organizer for inviting case their products and
enterprises presenting _exRibition_here and _us o this exhibition.” he _explore new markes.

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari addressing a ceremony in connection with Minorities' Day
in Pakistan, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Two migrants lose lives in channel
crossing to Britain

LONDON (INP): Two another boat who were crossed the sea on so- poscs citing safety con-
migrants died in the rescued, five werereceiv- called "small boats" to
Channel offthe northern mgmcdlcdl care, he said.  Britain this year, accord- "Meanwhile, both
coast of France trying to In2023, 12 migrants ing to an AFP tally of governments are seek-
reach Britain by boat, had died at sea trying to British government fig- ing to crack down on the
French maritime authori- reach what they hoped ures. people-smuggling
ties said. would be a better life in Thatis verycloseto gangs who organise the
The new drownings  Britain, according to the ~ the figure for the same ~crossings and are paid
near the French city of French authorities. periodin 2022, ayear of - thousands of euros by
Calais mean nine people The death toll this record crossings. each migrant for the risky
have lost their life at- year has already sur- After the Labour trip.
tempting the dangerous  passed that, with 25 mi- party's victory in the Billant said more
sea crossing this month ~grants who have lost British general election than 350 people have
alone, and 25 since their lives since January, in July, Prime Minister been arrested and 15
the start of the year.  Billant said. Keir Starmer and "smuggler networks"
A boat was He said those cross-  France's  President dismantled since the
nalled as being in dis-  ing the sca ofien did so Emmanuel Macron start of the year.
tress on Sunday morn- "withouta lifejacket”, on pledged to strengthen The new migrant
ingat seabetween Calais "vessels of very poor "cooperation” in han- deaths come as the
and Dunkirk and "two quality because not in- dling the surge in un- United Kingdom h;
g ] [] people were declared flated enough and often documented migrant been rocked by anti-mi-
Police back on Bangladesh capital's |G e aridne- wvithoutasoidboron. numbers grant unres, Gllowing
thorities said. or decent engine". Starmer has can- knife attack on July 29

streets as strike ends The vessel in A non-governmen- celled a plan by the thatkilled three children

trouble 10 kilometres (6  tal organisation called former Conservative and was falsely linked on

g,

E =
ISLAMABAD : Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Jamiat Ulema-e-
Pakistan (JUP) Secretary General Owais Noorani.

DHAKA  (INP): 450 people killed. had been largely lootingand reprisal at- | miles) north of Calais L'Auberge des Migrants ~ government to send ir- social media toa Muslim
Bangladeshi police re- Police had vowed peaceful until police tacks in the hours af- ll:ad 36 migrants on (Th;m‘mm hssteL) Legllélf“ migrants to a ‘mm‘gm.ﬂ_‘-TgDu“m?SDf
sumed patrols of the not to resume work attempted to violently ter her departure. They Bqlalr . Sn‘f “c?uﬁs g“, hs. mourned  the RD l:lg Fcamph n a""_'mclll?“é cmo"_’"}f'

ital Dhaka, ending until their safety on disperse them. acted as traffic war- | biLant, prefect of the ~deaths. . s i wanda. French au-tors rallied across the
capi b a Var- | pys-de-Calais depart- "This borderkills in  thorities seek to stopmi- United Kingdom on Sat-
a weeklong strike that - duty was guaranteed, Around 450 of the ~ dens, formed overnight | pen. the greatest of silences,” grants taking to the wa- urday against the riots
left a law and order but they agreed to re- country’s 600 police neighbourhood watch | ™™ Among the 54 sur- it ferbut donat intervene hat targeted mosques
vacuum following the turn after late-night stations were targeted patrols and guarded | viving passengers, and As of August 8, once they are afloat ex- and hotels linked to im-
abrupt talks with the new in- inarsonand vandalism Hindu temples and | another 50 people from 17,639 people had cept for rescue pur- migration.

ouster of auto- terim government, attacks over the past other places of wor-

cratic ex-premier helmed by Nobel lau: month, according to ship, quickly settling Fil‘e bl‘eakS Ollt at COOIing tower Of

Sheikh Hasina. reate  Muhammad the national police the unrest. Z . h h. l l t
Officers vanished Yunus. union. Yunus's "council
from the streets of the "The police asso- Some began re- of advisors", the de aporlz Zhia nuciear p an

sprawling megacity of ~ ciation ended its strike opening late last week facto cabinet now ad- | MOSCOW (INP): Kyiv  Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nessed strong dark power plant can guaran-
20 million people Tast last night," the force's under guard by the ministering the country, | and Moscow traded region, blamed "Ukrai-  smoke coming from tee a return to normalcy
week after Hasina's national spokesman army, an institution said it had noted with | Plame on after a fire nianarmed forces" forthe - ZNPP's northern area and complete safety,
Necianation and flight Enamut Haane Shgor held in hightr csteom  "arave conaom® som | broke out at a cooling  inciden. following multiple explo-  Zelensky said.

N s ” tower  of  the Ukrainian President  sions heard in the Ukraine's interior
abroad ended her I5- - told. for largely refusing to ~attacks on Hindus and | 7ap0rizhzhia nuclear Volodymyr Zelensky evening,” the UN minister said Kyiv was

year rule. Police were "Police officers participate in the other | power plant, under the said in a social media agencysaidina poston ‘intensivelymonitoring"
loathed for spear- have returned to work  crackdown. minorities. In its | control of Russian post that "Russian occu- social media platform X, radiation levels from
heading a lethal today," he added. "You In the police's ab- first official statement | forces. piers have started a fire" It said the plant had  nearby meteorological
crackdown on the can see them manag- scnce, the students on Sunday night, the Ukraine, Russiaand  at the plant, accusing reported to them an "al- stations.
weeks of protests that ing traffic in Dhaka's who led the protests cabinet said it would | the International Atomic ~ them of trying to "black- ~leged drone attack today Allsix of its reactors
forced her departure, streets." Student-led that toppled Hasina work to "find ways to | Energy Agency (IAEA) - mail" Kyiv. on one of the cooling are currently in cold
with 42 officers protests  against volunteered to restore resolve such heinous | sid there had been no ‘Currently radiation towers". In a later state-  shutdown, the plant's
among the more than Hasina's government law and order after attacks". detected spike in radia- levels are within the ment, the IAEA said it press service said after
: : : Kﬁilu?é';‘l'ﬁ?.yy‘"“’“' By andihe byt toam st immedmie st *There i no threa
Helicopter crashes into hotel roof in press service alio re.  cessloheconlmglowss ofa st exploson or
. slallcdofﬁclal Vlddlmll' ported the "radiation to assess the damage". any other conse-
northeast Australia Rogov, said the blaze at background” around the  Kyiv has accused quences,” Balitsky said,
acooling tower has been facility was normal. Russia of purposefully A video published
SYDNEY (INP): A heli-  clearance lights on," she smashed right in." Mitchell said flying con- | "completely extin- "Noimpact has been ~ starting the fire. by Zelensky showed
copter crashed into the  told reporters. Queensland Ambu-  ditions were trickyat the | guished” in a Telegram reported for nuclear "Russia must be black smoke billowing
top of a Hilton hotel in "There was this lance supervisor Caitlin time of the crash, with | post Monday. safety," the IAEA, which held accountable for out ofone of the station's
northeastern Australia huge explosion because Denning said the poor visibility and pos- He and Yevgeny has experts stationed at this. Only Ukrainian cooling towers as red
on Monday, killing the it had crashed into the aircraft's propellers had = sibly rain. Balitsky, the Moscow- the plant, said. control ~ over the flames licked around the
pilot and ignitinga fiery building. It was a big "dislodged". "Our job now is to | installed governor of  "IAEA experts wit- Zaporizhzhia nuclear bottom.
explosion on the bang" "One landed on the look at the facts that we . . o . o
buildings roof. Police said the pilot, Cairns Esplanade and can gather over the next | PDistrict Chairman PanJ gur And DC Panjgur
Hundreds of pa- who was the sole pas- there was a second pro- couple of days, and to .
trons were evacuated senger in the helicopter, peller located in the ho- establish the sequence
from the DoubleTree by died at the scene. tel pool on the bottom of events," he told re- In.lured In MaStung AttaCk
Hilton in the tropical Two people who floor and it was on fire," porters. From Our Correspondent:
tourist hub of Cairns af- were staying in a room she told local media. "We want to under- T E———
ter the twin engine heli-  close to where the aircraft "There were reports  stand... what the helicop- MASTUNG: former Chief Minister the stability of hanced security mea-
copter crashed around crashed were of it sounding like a ter wasdoingatthetime, | District Chairman of Balochistan, Dr. Balochistan,  has sures for public offi-

1:50 am local time. hospitalised for smoke bomb, and secing the and the nature of the | Abdul Malik and Abdul Malik Baloch, prompted calls for en- cials in the province.
Mangled picces of ~inhalation. fire and smoke, a lot of flight." Deputy Commissioner ~alongside Central Sec-

the helicopter’s propel-  Images showed a  the occupants of the ho- A team of govern- | yiove Zakir Baloch retary ) TENDER NOTICE o),

ler landed in the hotel’s ~ bright plume offire blaz- tel were unsure of the - ment experts from the |\ orarocted in an General  Jan ﬁs}:msas1msamm P E— e

pool, an emergency ser- ing on the hotel's roof.  situation. Australian Transport armed attack in Muhammad Buledi, |ThreughEucironi oW ol Bid Submission 8 Nisdatory

Vices official said. "They just flew into The roof fire was Safety Bureau have been tack
itness Amanda  that building." a female extinguished later in the dispatched to the crash | Mastung district on denounced the act as
Kay said her assistance voice says in a video morning. site. The safety bureau | Monday evening. an unacceptable at-
dog woke her up before shared on social media Cairns is a popular appealed for witnesses The injured were tempt toundermine the
the crash, which she that captured the after- tourist hub that offers a to come forward if they | taken to the hospital region’s nationalist and 2 Aaes )
watched from her bal- math. "Madness, man," gateway to Australia’s had "photos or video | for medical treatment. patriotic leadership. Tondar Foe R 1000- and B Securty 2%
cony nearby. she adds as sirens blare famed Great Barrier Reef. ~footage of the aircraft at | Police and levies “Thisis a clear and HammefWeriis
"There was a light in the background. Australian Trans- any phase of the flight” | reached the spot and deliberate effort to
chopper and it was fly- "Shivers. People port Safety Bureau com-or f they "heard the heli- | aried an investiga- worsen the situation in
ing super low, with no were living in that. It missioner Angus _copter prior to impact". tion into the incident. Balochistan under a
. _vas 'v-rcv' . Chairman Abdul Malik  well-thought-out plan,”
is the brother of the stated Dr. Baloch.
National Party (NP) Both leaders em-

member  of the phauzcd that such in-
e [

For All Biddars to Gat Regivtered Al Elrcirosic Puslic
ProcursmenSysem of BRERA GOB Te v
n Quels s bise

Balochistan Assembly, cidents of terrorism
Rehmat Saleh Baloch. will not be tolerated
The National and called for immedi-
Party quickly re- ate action to bring the
il . sponded, strongly con-  perpetrators to justice.

ISLAMABAD : Mohammad Yahya, United Nations Residence Coordinator in Pakistan calls on Fed-] | demning the attack. The attack, secen
eral Minister for Economic Affairs Ahad Khan Cheema. Central President and as a direct challenge to
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Dengue larvae found at 604 locations, 14
new cases reported in ICT

ISLAMABAD (INP): Den-
gue larvae has been found at
604 locations and 14 new cases
were  reported  across
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) as administration contin-
ues efforts to control the
spread of disease.

This was revealed during
an important meeting held un-
der the chair of Additional
Deputy Commi (ADC)

rected the officials of district
administration for intensified
their efforts to control dengue
larvae and its breeding in the
federal capital.
The meeting focused on
the measures needed to tackle
the spread of dengue, particu-
larly through the control of
mosquito larvae.

The officials of the district
informed that

Usman Ashraf on Monday to
review the sltuallon

action has been taken against
several business centers and

of ICT admmlslrauon. the city
officials discussed the ongoing
dengue situation and reviewed
the reported cases during the
recent meeting.

ADC Usman Ashraf di-

uction sites where
larvac were found. This crack-
down also led to the arrest of
several individuals for not com-
plying with dengue Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs).
The officials bricfed the

3 I

ADC thatin the past week, 604
locations were inspected for
dengue larvae. Out of these,
174 larvae were detected in
rural areas and 430 in urban
areas.

The authorities have com-
mitted to intensifying efforts
against the breeding of dengue
mosquitoes, with ADC Ashraf
directing that dengue SOPs be
strictly enforced across the
city.

The meeting was attended
by Assistant Commissioners
and officials from the Health
Department, who are now
working to ensure that preven-
tive measures are implemented
effectively in both rural and
urban areas

—

f called on Minister|

ISLAMABAD Henny Fokel De Vries, A of the Kingd
for Defence, Defence Production and Aviation KhawajaMuhammAd Asif.

LHC decision annulled; SC restores ECP's decision
regarding recount in NA-154, NA-81, NA-79

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Supreme Court (SC) has de-
clared null and void a decision
of the Lahore High Court, and
reinstated a decision given by
the

Election Commission of
Pakistan after a recount re-
garding three constituencies of
the National Assembly.

A three-member bench
headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa pro-
nounced a reserved verdict
regarding the recount in three
constituencies of the

National Assembly. The
bench also included Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan and
Justice Ageel Ahmad Abbasi.

The Supreme Court al-
lowed the appeals of PML-N
leaders related to a recount of
votes from various polling sta-
tions in NA-154, NA-81 and
NA-79. The PML-N

leaders declared success-
ful in the recount were rein-

passed the decision by a ma-
Jjority of two to one, as CJP Isa
and Justice Afghan accepted
the PML-N leaders' appeals
against the LHC decision,
while Justice Aqeel Abbasi dis-
agreed with the decision.

The apex court stated that
the election commission is a
constitutional institution and de-
serves respect, but the high
court judges made unneces-
sary remarks

about the head and mem-
bers of the election commis-
sion. The decision of the
Lahore High Court cannot be
upheld, it remarked.

It should be noted that on
April 25, the Lahore High
Court had invalidated the elec-
tion commission's notices to
two PTI-backed independent
members on their

requests for recount in
their National Assembly con-
stituencies.

In the general elections,

Noon from NA-154, Bilal Ejaz
from NA-81 Gujranwala, and
Ehsanullah Wark from NA-79

clared successful.

However, PML-N candi-
dates Abdul Rehman Kanju,
Azhar Qayum Nahra, and
Zulfigar Ahmed da

i

SLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in a group photo with students on thel
nternational Youth Day ceremony.

President, PM vow to foster supportive
environment for youth

ISLAMABAD (INP): Presi-
dent AsifAli Zardari and Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif have vowed to foster
supportive environment for
youth.

In their messages on Inter-
national Youth Day, they said
the youth of Pakistan are the
most valuable asset as they are
the dreamers and leaders of
tomorrow.

The President said it is
Government's duty to provide
them with the opportunities and
resources they need to fulfill
their potential and build a pros-
perous

and progressive Pakistan.
Asif Ali Zardari said the Prime
Minister's Youth Programme
stands as a testament to

government's commitment to
empowering youth.
He said as President, he

the Youth Loan and Agricultural
Scheme, which was introduced
in 2013, is yielding slgmfcanl

is proud of the
ments of our young people He
urged every young Pakistani to
seize the opportunities available
to them, to

dream big, and to work
tirelessly for the betterment of
the country.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, in his message, said
Pakistan’s over sixty percent
of population is under the age
of thirty. Shehbaz Sharif said
young people can become
agent for positive change in
their communities through edu-
cation, entrepreneurship and
social activism.

The Prime Minister said

results and cly one
hundred elghly six billion ru-
pees have been distributed to
over two hundred and cighty
thousand young entrepreneurs.

Shehbaz Sharif said the
government aims to broaden
the scope of this initiative, with
plans to allocate an additional
one hundred billion rupees dur-
ing the current financial year,
empowering around three hun-
dred thousand young entrepre-
neurs across the country.

This year's theme of the
Day is: From Clicks to
Progress: Youth Digital Path-
ways for Sustainable Develop-
ment.

Empowering youth to transform Pakistan into
developed country govt’s top priority: PM

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif has said that empower-
ing youth to transform Pakistan
into a thriving and developed
nallon 15 top priority of the in-

recount from the ECP. Follow-
ing the recount, the ECP de-
clared the PML-N candidates
as winners. The ECP declared
Nahra the winner, with a mar-
gin of 3,100 votes, though at
least 10,000 of Nahra's votes
were invalidated

during the recount. The
independent candidates chal-
lenged the ECP's decision in
the LHC, the court annulled the
commission's ruling and rein-
stated the original winners.
PML-N members then ap-
pealed the LHC's decision to
the SC. The apex court, in a
majority decision, reinstated the
ECP's ruling and approved the

overnment for
Wthh it w1ll allocate ample re-
sources for them.

Addressing an event orga-
nized by the Prime Minister’s
Youth Programme (PMYM),
in connection with the Interna-
tional Day of Youth here on
Monday, he recalled his service
as Chief Minister of Punjab
under the leadership of Presi-
dent Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif and pledged to
provide opportunities for the
youth to change the country’s
destiny as prime minister.

Premicr Shehbaz Sharif

providing modern facilities to
students at Danish Schools.

The prime minister also
lamented that, despite having
abundant resources and 77
years of independence, the
country remains heavily bur-
dened by debt.

He noted that extreme
poverty prevents many from
affording basic needs, such as
arranging marriages for their
daughters, while the country’s
clite class enjoys significant
privileges.

He stated that this year,
the federal government will
provide one million
smartphones, tablets, and
laptops to top-performing stu-
dents across the country, in-
cluding those from Azad
Jammu and Kashmir, Gilgit-
Baltistan, and remote areas of

acks dged that youth of
Pakistan have the potential to
elevate the nation to new

, cach
province has its separale pro-
grams to support students, he

and advanced education, he

said adding that he will unveil

a comprehensive development

plan for the country on August
14.

He stated that nothing was
impossible in this world and
emphasized the need to
progress by learning from past
mistakes. He assured that the
country’s hockey will be re-
vived. Praising javelin thrower
Arshad Nadeem, he noted that
Nadeem had won a gold medal
for the country after a drought
of over 40 years.

At the beginning of the
event, the prime minister offi-
clally launched several key ini-
tiatives, including the Common-
wealth Youth Alliance Secre-
tariat in Islamabad, the Digital
Learning Portal, the PM Green
Youth Movement, and the Al
for Youth Programme, which
offers Intel-certified skills to
young people. Other initiatives

stated. three independent candidates appeals of the PML-N candi-
- D heights, if given access tomod-  added. included Smart Youth, Smart
The Supreme Court affliated with PTI Rana Faraz_dates. m-education and re: i PM Shehbaz Pakistan, and the distribution of
Expressing his vision of Sharif announced that he will one million tablets and mobile
Finance Minister briefs PepsiCo CEOs |, Expreving his vivion o o34 that ho will on million o

about Pakistan’s economic progress

ISLAMABAD (INP): Fed-
eral Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Monday
briefed the CEOs of PepsiCo
for different countries about
economic progress of Paki-
stan.

A meeting of the finance
minister with PepsiCo’s CEO
for Africa, ME & SAMr. Eu-
gene Willemsen accompanied
by CEO Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan Mr. Muhammad
Khosa was held at Finance
Division.

Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb welcomed Mr.
Willemsen and provided an
update on Pakistan's eco-
nomic progress besides high-
lighting recent improvements,
including increased foreign

exchange reserves, decreased
inflation, and stable currency.

Heattributed these posi-
tive indicators to the success-
ful completion of the nine-
month stand-by arrangement
(SBA)with the IMF and men-
tioned that a staff-level agree-
ment (SLA) has been reached
to ensure continued economic
stability.

The finance minister also
spoke about ongoing reforms
in the energy sector, state-
owned enterprises (SOEs),
and taxation,

emphasizing the
government's initiative to in-
corporate undertaxed and un-
taxed entities into the tax net.

He appreciated the
PepsiCo’s seed lab initiative
and its impact in driving agri-

cultural and overall economic
growth.

Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb while talking about
the digitization in FBR, dis-
cussed the integrating RAAST
(the digital payment system)
and NADRA (the national da-
tabaseand registration author-
ity) to further improve effi-
clency.

CEO PepsiCo for Africa
Mr. Willemsen expressed ap-
preciation for Pakistan's posi-
tive economic indicators and
noted the growth in the finan-
cial sector.

The meeting underscored
the commitment of both par-
ties to foster continued eco-
nomic development and ex-
plore collaborative opportu-
nities in Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finaj

and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb in a meet-|
ing with PepsiCo’s CEO for Africa, ME & SA Eugene Willemsen accompanied by CEO Pakistan and
| Afghanistan Mr. Muhammad Khosa.

modern education, Information
Technology, and Artificial In-
telligence to spark a revolution
in the country, similar to the
rogress seen in China, he high-
ighted his previous efforts in

of 1 ,000 agricultural graduates
in Chma, aiming to equip them
with modern technology to
boost agri production. Huawei
has also committed to sending
200,000 youth for IT training

g inter-
mediate students. He also an-
nounced the registration of the
National Volunteer Corps.

Later, PM Shehbaz Sharif
presented awards to success-
ful young entrepreneurs.
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[ISLAMABAD : Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in a meeting with Minister for State of
[Japan Toshiko Abe.

Bushra Bibi's bail in 12 cases of May 9
rejected bail pleas

RAWALPINDI (INP): The
Anti-Terrorism  Court  of
Rawalpindi has rejected the in-
terim bail pleas of Bushra Bibi,
the wife of former prime min-
ister Imran

Khan, in connection with 12
cases related to the May 9, 2023
incidents.

The court, presided over by
Judge Malik ljaz Asif, has or-
dered the police to complete
theirinvestigation of these cases
within the next seven days.

The hearing, which took
place at Adiala Jail, saw Bushra

Bibi's interim bail applications

dismissed as the court empha-

sized the necessity of investi-
gating

the numerous charges
against her.

"When a suspect is arrested
in so many cases, an investiga-
tion is necessary," the court re-
marked and adjourned the hear-
ing of all related cases until Au-
gust 22,

The May 9 cases, which
involve over 500 suspected in-
dividuals, have led to significant
legal proceedings. The presence
of all 500 suspects was marked.
Several high-profile fig-

ures, including Imran Khan,
Sheikh Rashid, Shibli Faraz,
Ghulam Sarwar, Sadaqat
Abbasi, Shireen Mazari, and
Azam Swati, were also

present during the hearing
at the specially arranged court-
room within Adiala Jail. PTI
Founder Imran Khan was also
produced in the courtroom set
up in Adiala

Jail.

The cases stem from the
tragic events of May 9, which
resulted in widespread unrest
and led to a series of arrests and
legal actions.




