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Charna Island Declared Pakistan’s Second
Marine Protected Area

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

Court martial against Gen Faiz
Hameed initiated based on

 concrete evidence: DG ISPR
RAWALPINDI: The court-martial

proceedings against former
spymaster Lt Gen (Retd) Faiz
Hameed were initiated based on
“concrete evidence” following
a detailed probe, the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR)
spokesperson said on Thurs-
day.

Addressing a press conference in
Rawalpindi, ISPR Director Gen-
eral (DG) Lieutenant General
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry said
the Pakistan Army had no po-
litical agenda as it believed in
self-accountability.

In a 48-minute media briefing, the
DG ISPR spoke about Gen
Faiz’s court-martial as an ex-
ample of the military’s self-ac-
countability, military operations
in the wake of the deadly Au-
gust 26 attacks in Balochistan
and Pakistan-Afghanistan ties,
among other issues.

“Following a detailed inquiry
based on concrete evidence, the
Pakistan Army announced on

August 12, 2024, that the rel-
evant officer (Gen Faiz) had vio-
lated sections of the Army Act.”

He added that the army found Gen
Hameed.

Who was arrested last month, to
be involved in “several in-
stances of violation of the Army
Act”, following which the field
general court-martial proceed-
ings against  the former
spymaster were initiated.

The move, prompted by allega-
tions of misconduct levelled
against Hameed by the owner
of a private housing society,
shattered the long-held percep-
tion that spy chiefs were un-
touchable in the country where
generals have long wielded un-
paralleled influence.

“The Pakistan Army believes in
the process of self-accountabil-
ity, and the process of self-ac-
countability that the army fol-
lows is extremely comprehen-
sive, transparent, and time-
tested,” DG Chaudhry said.

QUETTA: The Government
of Balochistan has officially
designated Charna Island as
the country’s second Marine
Protected Area (MPA).

This significant move, aimed at
conserving marine
biodiversity, was approved by
the Balochistan Cabinet,
marking another milestone in
the region’s conservation ef-
forts.

A spokesman for the World-
wide Fund for Nature
(WWF) expressed apprecia-
tion for the decision, highlight-
ing the ecological importance
of Charna Island, a key coral
reef habitat.

The Government of Balochistan has officially designated Charna Island as the
country’s second Marine Protected Area (MPA).

Environ-
mentalists

Applaud the
Decision

“This declaration is an essen-
tial step toward preserving
the rich marine life in the re-
gion.

We commend the Balochistan
government for prioritizing
the protection of this unique
ecosystem,” the WWF rep-
resentative noted.

Balochistan previously de-
clared Astola Island as the
first Marine Protected Area
in June 2017. Charna Island,
located near Haft Talar
(Astola Island), continues this
legacy of marine conserva-

tion.
Haft Talar Island is an unin-

habited stretch of land about
25 kilometers from the fish-
ing port of Pasni and is
Pakistan’s largest offshore
island.

Environmental experts have
hailed the government’s
move.  Afia Salam, a promi-

nent environmentalist and
journalist, welcomed the dec-
laration.

“Charna Island’s protection is
a step in the right direction,
especially as Pakistan faces
the challenge of preserving its
fragile marine ecosystems,”
she said.

She further added,

“The significance of this deci-
sion cannot be overstated, as
it sets the tone for future con-
servation efforts.

It is imperative for local com-
munities, the government, and
conservation organizations to
work together to ensure that
these marine sanctuaries
thrive.”

Two New Congo Virus Cases Confirmed
in Balochistan
Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

QUETTA: Two new cases of the
Congo virus have been con-
firmed in  Quetta, raising the
total  number of cases in
Balochistan this year to 26,
health officials reported on
Thursday. The new patients in-
clude 55-year-old Abdul
Hameed from Quetta and 60-
year-old Khan Muhammad from
Loralai district. Both individu-
als have been admitted to the
isolation ward at Fatima Jinnah
Chest and TB Hospital, where
they are receiving specialized
care.

According to hospital sources,
the situation remains alarming
as this year has already seen
five deaths due to the virus. The
most recent fatality occurred on
August 16, when a patient died
in Quetta.

The growing number of cases has
raised concerns among health
professionals and the public
alike, with authorities urging
strict adherence to preventive
measures.

Dr. Shireen Khan, a renowned
chest physician, emphasized
the need for heightened public
awareness regarding the
Congo virus, also known as

Crimean-Congo Hemorrhagic
Fever (CCHF).

“The Congo virus is a serious
threat to public health, and we
need to take all necessary pre-
cautions to prevent its spread.
People should avoid contact
with livestock, use insect repel-
lents, and wear protective cloth-
ing when in rural areas,” she
said.

Dr. Khan urged people to remain
vigilant, especially those work-
ing with animals, as the virus is
primarily transmitted through
ticks on livestock. “Early diag-

nosis and isolation are crucial
in containing the virus and pro-
tecting the wider community,”
he added.

The Balochistan health depart-
ment has reinforced its efforts
to control the spread, calling on
residents to take precautionary
measures and immediately re-
port any symptoms to
healthcare facilities.

With the rising number of cases,
the situation demands coordi-
nated efforts from the public
and medical community to
battle the deadly virus.

SHC declares cancellation of IHC Judge
Jahangiri’s law degree by KU ‘null and void’

NEWS DESK: The Sindh
High Court (SHC) on Thursday
suspended Karachi University’s
(KU) decision to revoke the law
degree of Justice Tariq Mehmood
Jahangiri, ruling in his favour as
the court  found that the
university’s syndicate had taken
the action in his absence depriv-
ing him of the opportunity to de-
fend himself.

In its written order, the court
ruled that the degree of the
Islamabad High Court (IHC) judge
was cancelled by KU’s Syndicate
and Unfair Means Committee dur-
ing a meeting where the judge
was not present, stating that it
was a “violation of Article 10-A of
the Constitution” (the right to a
fair trial).

“Unfortunately, no opportu-
nity of hearing was extended to
Mr Justice Tariq Mahmood
Jehangiri and the manner so
adopted appears to be highly ob-
jectionable, illegal … and without
lawful authority,” the court ruled.

The controversy erupted in

July when a letter began circulat-
ing on social media purportedly
from the KU controller of exami-
nations regarding Justice
Jahangiri’s law degree.

Last week, the issue resur-
faced when the KU syndicate can-
celled the degree and enrolment
of Jahangiri, who obtained his LLB
degree in 1991 under enrolment

number 5968. The decision came
a few hours after the detention of
academic and syndicate member
Dr Riaz Ahmed, who was picked
up by police in what appeared to
be an attempt to stop him from
attending the key meeting. He was
released in the evening only after
the syndicate decided to cancel
the degree.

6 September Pakistan
 Defence Day

Google to produce 500,000 Chromebooks in
Pakistan by 2026, presents first to PM

NEWS DESK: Global tech
giant Google on Thursday
launched an initiative to pro-
duce half a million
Chromebooks in Pakistan,
marking the occasion by pre-
senting the first device to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif.

Google Asia Pacific (APAC)
President Scott Beaumont
presented the locally manu-
factured Chromebook to
PM Shehbaz at a ceremony
in Islamabad.

The prime minister, addressing
the ceremony, appreciated
the contribution of Google on
the global level and in Paki-
stan as well.

He expressed the belief that
the young generation was
much more capable in the
field of information technol-
ogy and could play a key role
in the country’s economic

development.
PM Shehbaz said the federal

and provincial governments
should utilise all possible re-
sources to ensure their edu-
cation and empowerment.

The prime minister announced
that the government had set
a target of IT exports worth
$25 billion in the next five
years, adding that the target
was “quite achievable”.

He asked IT experts and en-
trepreneurs to present a plan
to help the government
achieve the target besides
promoting small and medium
enterprises and freelancers.

PM Shehbaz also expressed
the resolve to make the
country’s governance sys-
tem completely paperless
and digitised to get rid of
massive corruption in the
people’s best interest.

He said the government had

hired a new IT secretary in
a transparent manner.

Minister of State for Informa-
tion Technology and Tele-
communication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja said
Google was playing an im-
portant role in the
digitisation of Pakistan un-
der the premier’s vision.

Google Regional Director for
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka Farhan S. Qureshi
said focusing on technology
would help increase eco-
nomic activities in the coun-
try.

He highlighted that there were
huge opportunities for
freelancers in Pakistan to
move forward in various
fields of technology.

Information Minister Tarar and
Planning Minister Ahsan
Iqbal were also present on
the occasion.
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Nation marks 59th Defence Day to com-
memorate legacy of 1965 War

NEWS DESK: The
nation marked its
59th Defence Day
on Friday to com-
memorate the sac-
rifices of fallen he-
roes of the 1965
war against India.

A change of guards
was held in major
centres, including
the Quaid’s mau-
soleum in Karachi
and Allama Iqbal’s
in Lahore.

According to state-
owned Radio Paki-
stan, “It was on
this day in 1965 the
Indian forces
crossed interna-
tional border in the
darkness of night
to attack Pakistan
but the nation
foiled nefarious
designs of the en-
emy.”

A statement was is-
sued by the Inter-
Services Public
Relations (ISPR)
on behalf of the
chairman joint
chiefs of staff
committee, Ser-
vices Chiefs and
Armed Forces,
saying that they
“proudly com-
memorate the tri-
umphant legacy of
the 1965 War” —
something they
described as “a
paradigm of the
nation’s indomi-
table will and un-
yielding spirit.”

“This day serves as a
poignant tribute to
the valor, sacrifice,
and heroism of our
gallant soldiers
who valiantly de-
fended the moth-
erland against for-
midable odds,” the
ISPR statement
said.

“Fifty-nine years ago,
the Pakistan
Armed Forces de-
cisively thwarted
the enemy’s mali-
cious designs, se-
curing a historic

victory that will be
etched in the annals
of history forever.

The 1965 War was a
beacon of hope, ex-
emplifying the
nation’s resilience
and determination in
the face of adver-
sity.

“We pay heartfelt trib-
ute to the martyrs of
Pakistan who have
laid down their lives
since 1947 in de-
fence of Pakistan
and especially those
who have given ul-
timate sacrifices in
fights & war against
terrorism. Their
sacrifices will never
be forgotten.

”The military’s media
wing also paid trib-
ute to the veterans
who “fought val-
iantly”, vowing that
“their bravery and
selflessness will al-
ways be remem-
bered.”

“The Pakistan Armed
Forces reaffirm
their unwavering
commitment to de-
fend the country
against all threats
and challenges,” it
added.

 “We along with Law

Enforcement Agen-
cies stand ready to
defend our home-
land with unwaver-
ing dedication and
unrelenting passion,
upholding the spirit
of September 1965.

“We also pay tribute to
the families of all
our martyrs and vet-
erans who have
borne the brunt of
their loved ones’
sacrifices with
courage and resil-
ience.”

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif
said, “Today, I join
the entire nation in
honouring the sac-
rifices of our sol-
diers and martyrs,
as well as all those
who have fought
valiantly for
Pakistan’s de-
fence.”

“Let us draw inspira-
tion from our
shuhada and ghazis
to defend and re-
build Pakistan with
the same Spirit of
September,” he
said,

“In line with the vision
of our Quaid,
Muhammad Ali
Jinnah by embrac-

ing the values of
hard work, integ-
rity, and compas-
sion to chart a
course towards a
brighter future for
our beloved Paki-
stan.”

Meanwhile, President
Asif Ali Zardari said
that on this day he
wanted to pay trib-
ute to the soldiers
who defended the
country “against
external aggression
and made great sac-
rifices”.

“This day reminds us
of our unwavering
national commit-
ment to defend our
sovereignty,” he
wrote in a message
on the PPP website.

“Our armed forces are
alert and always
ready to respond to
any challenge to na-
tional sovereignty
and national integ-
rity,” he said.

 “Our forces are
equipped with ad-
equate defence
equipment, have the
required profes-
sional skills and are
committed to pro-
tect the country
from all challenges.”

6     September Defence Day
The
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A Call for Justice and Restoration
After the Tragic Fire at Government

Science College
Editorial:

QUETTA: The recent fire that devastated the historic Government Science
College in Balochistan is a tragedy of immense proportions, not only for the
faculty and students but for the entire province.

This institution, a cornerstone of  education in Balochistan for genera-
tions, has now been reduced to ashes, and with it, the hopes and dreams of
thousands of students who relied on its resources. The loss is not just of a
building but of a national asset, a sanctuary of knowledge that nurtured count-
less minds and served as a beacon of learning in the region.

Science College Is Not A Building But A National Asset
The Balochistan government, led by  Education Minister Raheela Durrani,

has taken the initial step of forming an inquiry committee headed by Secretary
of Higher Education Hafiz Muhammad Tahir to investigate the cause of the
fire.

However, this move, while necessary, falls short of addressing the deep
concerns and fears that have gripped the educational community and the
broader public.

The fact that the fire is being attributed to a short circuit raises more
questions than it answers. Was this an isolated incident, or was it the result of
systemic negligence? What measures were in place to prevent such a disaster,
and why did they fail?

Independent Investigation Imperative
These are questions that demand thorough and transparent answers. The

call for an independent investigation into this incident is not just a demand for
accountability; it is a demand for justice.

 The destruction of this college has struck at the heart of education in
Balochistan, and the government must recognize that this is about more than
just bricks and mortar—it is about the future of our next generation.

As professors like Raziq Ulfat Kakar and Khalil Khan have poignantly
expressed, the college was more than just a building;

 it was a home for educators and students alike. Their voices, filled with
grief and a deep sense of loss, echo the sentiments of the entire community.

The anguish they feel is not just personal; it is shared by all who under-
stand the value of education and the irreplaceable role that institutions like
Government Science College play in society.

College Home For Educators And Students
The government must prioritize the immediate reconstruction and repair

of the college. This is not a task that can be delayed or half-heartedly under-
taken. The province’s educational future hangs in the balance, and the resto-
ration of this institution must be swift and complete. But beyond rebuilding,
there must be a commitment to transparency and accountability. The formation
of an independent inquiry is crucial to uncover the true cause of the fire and to
ensure that those responsible are held accountable. This is the only way to
prevent such a tragedy from happening again.

The Government Science College was not just a local treasure; it was a
national asset. Its destruction is a loss for the entire country, and the response
must reflect the gravity of that loss. The government owes it to the people of
Balochistan, to the students whose education has been jeopardized, and to
the memory of what this institution stood for, to leave no stone unturned in its
investigation.

We call upon the government to take immediate and decisive action. Re-
build the college, restore its facilities, and, most importantly, ensure that the
investigation into this tragedy is independent, transparent, and thorough.

The future of our children and the legacy of our educational institutions
depend on it. Let this fire be a wake-up call for us all—a reminder of the
importance of safeguarding our national assets and the future of our next
generation.

Sustainability of digital trade
By Hassan Nawaz Sheikh:

PAKISTAN’S ailing

economy is undergoing
a process of revival. The
economic wizards have
placed a lot of bets on IT
in the hope that the enor-
mous potential of this
sector can help alleviate
our economic woes.
There have been claims
by former federal IT min-
isters that Pakistan’s IT
exports would reach be-
tween $10 billion to
$20bn from the existing
mark of $2.6bn within the
next few years.  The
premise on which these
claims are being made is
that the IT sector has
been recording consis-
tent upward growth
since the last few years.

The IT industry
gained further focus
when it was picked up by
the newly christened
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council as one

of the five core areas on
which Pakistan’s eco-
nomic revival is predi-
cated. Under the aus-
pices of SIFC, invest-
ment opportunities are
available for setting up
special  technology
zones (STZs) at seven
prime locations includ-
ing Lahore, Peshawar,
Swat, Abbottabad,
Haripur, Islamabad and
Karachi. The Ministry of
Information Technology
& Tele-communication
also has a project for the
establishment of 25 soft-
ware technology parks
(STPs) throughout Paki-
stan by converting pub-
lic-/ privately owned di-
lapidated or non-opera-
tional office buildings/
factories/ warehouses to
provide IT-enabled of-
fice spaces to IT and
ITeS companies at af-
fordable rates. A Special
Technology Zones Au-

thority has also been set
up under the Special
Technology Zones Au-
thority Act, 2021 that pro-
vides incentives for STZ
enterprises and zone de-
velopers for 10 years.
These incentives include
tax exemptions under the
Income Tax Ordinance,
2001, and Sales Tax Act,
1990. Capital goods im-
ports are exempt from
taxes. There are no prop-
erty tax obligations. Most
importantly, investment/
profit repatriation free-
dom is granted. There’s
no doubt that the devel-
opment of STZs/ STPs is
important to catalyse the
emergence of digital and
IT-related trade as more
and more businesses and
start-ups would be
tempted to move their of-
fices within these zones
to avail tax benefits.
However, these are just
infrastructural develop-

ments at best, whereby,
a conducive environ-
ment for setting up busi-
nesses is being pro-
vided. Once IT firms
shift their offices to the
proposed STZs or start-
ups occupy rental
spaces in the buildings
of STZs, the next step
would be to sustain their
existence. How then do
they generate busi-
nesses to ensure sur-
vival? Without business
opportunities how can
we achieve the goal of
enhanced IT services
exports? Without busi-
ness opportunities how
can we achieve the goal
of enhanced IT services
exports? Thus, clearly
something is missing.
Having large buildings
does not guarantee busi-
ness activities within
those quarters and a
longer-term plan is re-
quired to create oppor-

tunities for our tech en-
trepreneurs. Accord-
ingly, we would need the
following: Digital trade
policy: The term ‘digital
trade’ has no clear defi-
nition, yet it is believed
to refer to “commerce
enabled by electronic
means in both goods
and services”. The Digi-
tal Trade Principles, as
agreed upon by the G7,
cover five areas: (1) open
digital markets; (2) data
free flow with trust; (3)
safeguards for workers,
consumers, and busi-
nesses; (4) digital trad-
ing systems, and (5) fair
and inclusive global
governance. While there
is no clear measurement
of this sector, the
Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Development estimates
it to constitute approxi-
mately 25 per cent of the
entire world trade. How-

ever, given how quickly
this sector is expanding,
the domestic regulatory
environment will become
increasingly restrictive,
making it more difficult
for consumers and busi-
nesses to seize some
new and emerging op-
portunities. How are
these problems to be
tackled? How would a
start-up’s performance
not be hampered by
such problems? How will
our domestic businesses
deal with cross-border
regulatory requirements
as violations thereof
might restrict their abil-
ity to continue business
with their customers? For
all these key problems
and other related issues,
our country needs to
have a robust and dy-
namic digital trade policy
for sustainable growth in
this sector. Digital
economy/ trade agree-

ments: While digital
trade policy would bring
a holistic and competi-
tive edge to our IT en-
trepreneurs so that
they’re able to compete
at the international
stage, digital trade
agreements would bring
them bilateral and pref-
erential market access.
DTAs are just a niche
version of the traditional
free trade agreements.
Whilst Pakistan is strug-
gling to gain benefit
even from the conven-
tional FTA model, the
developed world is mov-
ing swiftly towards the
advanced form of an
FTA in the shape of
DTAs. For instance,
digital trade is a key ele-
ment in the European
Union’s trade policy and
every modern trade
agreement that EU has
concluded contains a
dedicated digital trade

chapter. Pak-istan
should, thus, aim to have
a DTA with the EU that
is the world’s largest ex-
porter and importer of
digitally deliverable ser-
vices. Singapore can be
taken as another example
that has already con-
cluded negotiations on
digital economy agree-
ments with Chile, New
Zealand, Australia, the
UK and South Korea. So,
the trend of digital
economy and trade
agreements is definitely
picking up. If our IT en-
trepreneurs can have di-
rect and preferential ac-
cess to developed
economies — through
the medium of DTAs —
then we can keep our
hopes high that sustain-
able and continued busi-
ness will come our way
and that would then jus-
tify the mushroom
growth of STZs.

UNDP Empowers Balochistan: Education,
 Climate, and Healthcare Initiatives

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In the
vast and rugged land-
scape of Balochistan,
where challenges
ranging from climate
change

impacts to educa-
tional disparities per-
sist, the United Na-
tions Development
Programme (UNDP)
has emerged as a bea-
con of hope, spear-
heading initiatives to
tackle these pressing
issues head-on.

With climate
change wreaking
havoc on communities
and ecosystems
across the globe,
Balochistan has not
been spared from its
effects.

In response, the
UNDP has been
implementing a series
of projects in collabo-
ration with various
stakeholders, including
civil society,

government bod-

ies, and non-govern-
mental organizations
(NGOs).

 These projects
aim to mitigate the im-
pacts of climate
change,

rehabilitate flood-
affected areas like
Hanna Urak in Quetta,
provide skill trainings
and financial aid to
improve livelihood, and
enhance access to
education, particularly
for girls.

UNDP Sup-
porting 43
Schools To

Improve Edu-
cational Op-

portunities For
Girls

In a region where
the female literacy rate
hovers at a mere 17
percent,

the UNDP’s fo-
cus on improving edu-

cational opportunities
for girls is particularly
crucial.

By supporting the
rehabilitation of 43
schools in four districts
of Balochistan, the
UNDP aims to provide
over 8,000 students,
predominantly girls,
with improved learning
facilities.

 This concerted
effort not only empow-
ers girls with education
but also paves the way
for a more equitable
and prosperous future
for the entire region.

Nine Oxygen
plants set to be

installed in
public hospitals

across
Balochistan

Furthermore, rec-
ognizing the impor-
tance of access to
healthcare, the UNDP

is set to install nine
oxygen plants in pub-
lic hospitals across
Balochistan, including
the renowned Sheikh
Zayed Hospital in
Quetta.

This initiative
seeks to enhance the
healthcare infrastruc-
ture and capacity of
these facilities,
thereby improving ac-
cess to vital medical
services for communi-
ties across the prov-
ince.

UN Assis-
tant Secre-

tary-General
Kanni

Wignaraja
Reviews

Projects In
Balochistan

Recently, UN As-
sistant Secretary-Gen-
eral and UNDP Re-
gional Director Kanni

Wignaraja visited
Quetta to assess the
progress of these ini-
tiatives alongside
UNDP Balochistan
Chief Zulfiqar
Durrani.

During her visit,
she held detailed dis-
cussions with Chief
Minister

Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, reaf-
firming the UNDP’s
commitment to sup-
porting the govern-
ment of Balochistan in
addressing the region’s
most pressing chal-
lenges.

As these projects
continue to unfold, they
stand as testament to
the transformative
power

of international
cooperation and col-
lective action in build-
ing a more resilient and
sustainable future for
Balochistan and its
people.

Targeting Chinese nationals
By Muhammad Amir Rana:

THE Shangla terrorist

attack on the Chinese
engineers’ vehicle is
having consequences.
Chinese companies have
suspended work on at
least three critical hydro-
power projects: the Dasu
dam, the Diamer-Basha
dam, and the Tarbela 5th
Extension.

The attack has
caused significant alarm.
Apart from disrupting
these vital infrastructure
projects, it has shaken
the confidence of Chi-
nese nationals working
in Pakistan. Reports in-
dicate some are consid-
ering leaving the coun-
try due to safety con-
cerns.

The Pakistani gov-
ernment has repeatedly
pledged to bring the per-
petrators to justice.
However, the recent in-
cident has eroded trust.
Chinese social media re-
flects growing anxiety,
with calls for stricter se-
curity measures to pro-
tect Chinese lives.

Whenever a major
terrorist incident occurs
in the country, the me-
dia, security experts, and
even state institutions
start to make sweeping
generalisations about
the event, the culprits,
their motives, and the
terrorist groups that
could have been in-
volved in such inci-
dents.

The first and most
well-known excuse cited
is foreign involvement in
the attacks, especially
those targeting Chinese
nationals or CPEC-re-
lated projects. Three
names of terrorist
groups spring to mind:
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), Balochistan
Liberation Army, and the
Islamic State-Khorasan.
They guess a specific
group’s involvement de-

pends on the region;
these three groups have
specific operational
bases.

The same is the
case for the recent
Shangla attack. The
names of all three groups
popped up immediately
after the attack. The TTP
has been projected as
the prime suspect, as
one of its commanders
was declared the master-
mind behind a similar at-
tack on the Chinese in
Kohistan in 2021. The
names of a few TTP com-
manders who may have
orchestrated the attack
are circulating in the me-
dia. Quickly jumping to
conclusions distracts in-
vestigation and impacts
the state’s ability to
tackle the security situa-
tion comprehensively.

The state’s history
of compromise with mili-
tant groups has
emboldened them.

Pakistan’s militant
landscape may not be
too complex but is di-
verse. Ideologies,
sociopolitical factors,
and group dynamics all
work within local con-
texts.  In any
counterterrorism inquiry,
local context and dynam-
ics are more important
than broader ideological
and political motiva-
tions. Shangla, upper
and lower Kohistan, and
Battagram districts of
the Hazara region in KP
and the adjoining Diamer
district in Gilgit-Baltistan
share religious, social,
tribal, ethnic, and cul-
tural codes.

 The region has
been frequently in the
news due to ‘honour’ kill-
ings, burning of girls’
schools, and the killing
of Shia travellers. Re-
cently, it has gained no-
toriety for attacks on
Chinese workers in-
volved in development

projects in the area.
The Deobandi

school is dominant in the
region and blends with
conservative social tradi-
tions, particularly the
honour code. The result-
ant insularity has led to
frequent interactions be-
tween the locals and
Deobandi madressahs,
as well as sectarian and
militant outfits in the
country. The locals sup-
port these religious
organisations, giving
them financial and human
resources, and weapons.
Before receiving large
compensation sums for
the Dasu and Basha
dams, the region thrived
on timber smuggling.

Extremist tenden-
cies in the region are
stronger than those in
the neighbouring areas.
Anti-Shia sentiment,
blood feuds in the com-
munity, and a sense of
ethnic superiority are in-
grained. The region has
always been difficult to
govern. Security institu-
tions, bureaucracy, and
the area’s political lead-
ership have tried to run
the administration —
while compromising on
laws and rules. Even in
cases of major disputes,
the administration tries
to resolve them through
local jirgas and by in-
volving religious schol-
ars. This can result in le-
niency towards crimi-
nals, with many extrem-
ist elements taking the
law into their own hands.

The Mujahideen
Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kohistan (MGB) are a
prime example. The
group claimed responsi-
bility for several inci-
dents in Kohistan and
Diamer districts.

In October 2022, it
held a GB minister hos-
tage. They demanded the
release of terrorists —
some of them had been

involved in the 2013 ter-
rorist attack on the
Nanga Parbat base camp
targeting foreign climb-
ers — and an end to
women’s sporting activi-
t ies in GB for the
minister’s release. They
claimed they blocked the
road because the state
failed to honour a 2019
agreement, and issued a
10-day ultimatum for the
government to meet their
demands.

Although a promi-
nent violent actor, it is
not the only one in the
region. The MGB and
other local militant
groups reportedly main-
tain close links with the
TTP and sectarian out-
fits based in Punjab.
These external groups
appear to support local
militants, as evidenced
by the TTP’s involve-
ment in the 2022 Babusar
Pass blockade. The
state’s history of com-
promise with militant
groups has emboldened
them. For instance, in
the kidnapping incident,
the administration
agreed to ban girls’
sports in the region.
Similarly, a 2019 agree-
ment had reportedly al-
lowed for implementa-
tion of some Islamic laws
the militants had de-
manded. The state’s re-
liance on religious
scholars for mediation in
crises can be problem-
atic. Local accounts
suggest that some schol-
ars may be sympathetic
to the militants’ de-
mands, leading to partial
concessions that create
a perception of a ‘win-
win’ scenario for mili-
tants and religious fig-
ures. But the question is:
why are an increasing
number of Chinese na-
tionals being targeted in
these areas, which are
seemingly benefiting
from the development

projects?
While anti-develop-

ment sentiments are not
that high in the area,
many believe that dams
and wider roads will trig-
ger urbanisation,
women’s emancipation,
and modernisation,
which they perceive as
threats to their religion
and culture. The domi-
nant trend suggests that
most people are happy
with the compensation
money and employment
prospects.

However,  this
doesn’t diminish the
level of religious extrem-
ism present. Some resi-
dents may sympathise
with the Uighur commu-
nity in Xinjiang, and oth-
ers may dislike the pres-
ence of foreigners on
their land. These factors
could be nurturing nega-
tive perceptions about
Chinese nationals in the
region. One possible ex-
ample of the local dy-
namics is seen in the
blasphemy accusation
against a Chinese official
at the Dasu dam site last
year. The incident high-
lighted that tensions
could erupt.

While local groups
may lack the capability
to carry out large-scale
attacks independently,
past events like the kill-
ing of Shia passengers
and the attack on tour-
ists at Nanga Parbat
demonstrate their capac-
ity for violence. Their
ability is amplified by
support from like-minded
groups within Pakistan
and Afghanistan. The
government’s strategy
of outsourcing the main-
tenance of order to local
and external religious
figures needs to be re-
vised to address these
sentiments. A more com-
prehensive approach is
needed to calm tensions.

Economic revival
By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

IN 1992, Bill Clinton ran

his campaign for US
presidency on three slo-
gans, one of which was
‘It’s the economy, stu-
pid’. In the backdrop of
the economic downturn
of the early 1990s,
Clinton’s focus on eco-
nomic revival resonated
well with his voters, and
within three years, eco-
nomic growth picked up.
Ever since, the phrase
‘It’s the economy, stu-
pid’ has been used exten-
sively to emphasise the
pivotal role of economic
management in a
nation’s prosperity.

In Pakistan today,
the imperative of eco-
nomic revival can hardly
be overemphasised. For
decades, we have been
living beyond our means,
collecting a mountain of
debt along the way. In-
terest payments con-
sume the bulk of our rev-
enues, and perpetual
loans are sought to run
the government. Effec-
tively, that means much

of what the government
does is with borrowed
money.

This is unsustain-
able; either we increase
our revenues, or reduce
our expenses — prefer-
ably both. Pursuant to
the agreement with the
IMF, the government
plans to tax the retail
sector as part of its ef-
forts to document the
informal economy. This
would certainly help
broaden the tax base.
Opposite my house is a
supermarket frequented
by so many customers
that I have rarely seen
the cashier desk without
a queue before it. Yet,
when it comes to paying
taxes, this shop, like
many retailers, is reluc-
tant to enter the tax net.

Our people need to
realise that the roads we
travel on, the public ser-
vices we avail of, and the
higher quality of life we
desire can only be avail-
able if we pay taxes. An
argument often made in
response to the topic of

increasing the tax net is
that the revenue col-
lected from the common
man’s taxes is used by
high officials of the gov-
ernment to finance their
over-extended lifestyles.
It is, therefore, important
that while broadening the
tax base, the government
make an equally robust
and visible effort to cut
wasteful public expense.

 However, we have
yet to see any concrete
step being taken to give
credence to the
government’s claims of
belt-tightening.

For instance, when
the government an-
nounced cost cuts on in-
ternational travel, one
saw a long list of the cat-
egories of public office
holders who would be
entitled to travel busi-
ness class. When we are
knee-deep in debt,
should these not be
minimised? Similarly,
many high-ranking offi-
cials use protocol caval-
cades to move about; can
cuts not be made here?
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IG Police Meets Chief Secretary to
Discuss Law and Order

News Desk:

QUETTA: The newly
appointed Inspector General
of Police Balochistan,
Mozzam Jah Ansari, met with
Chief Secretary Balochistan,
Shakeel Qadir Khan, on
Thursday.

During their meeting, the
officials reviewed the prevail-
ing law and order situation in
the province. They empha-
sized coordinated efforts to
address security challenges
and ensure peace across
Balochistan.

Court extends interim bail of PTI founder,
Bushra Bibi till Sept 19

ISLAMABAD (INP): An
Islamabad District Court has
extended the interim bail of
PTI founder and his wife,
Bushra Bibi, in six ongoing
cases until September 19.

Additional District and
Sessions Judge Muhammad
Afzal Majuka presided over
the hearing, during which the
court also requested a report
from the jail authorities regard-
ing the non-submission of their
response on the PTI founder’s
video link appearance.

During the hearing, the
PTI founder's lawyer, Khalid
Yusuf, informed the court that
four of their bail applications
were being heard in Lahore on
the same day and requested
an extension of the interim
bail to allow time for argu-
ments in the next hearing. He
also took the opportunity to
congratulate Judge Majuka on

completing his Umrah. The
court extended the interim bail
and instructed the jail authori-
ties to submit a report on the
possibility of the PTI
founder ’s appearance via
video link. Arguments on the
bail applications will be pre-
sented at the next hearing,
scheduled for September 19.

Verdict on Bushra Bibi's
acquittal in £190m NAB ref-
erence An accountability court
has reserved its decision on
the acquittal plea of Bushra
Bibi, the wife of PTI founder,
in the £190 million National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
reference. The decision is ex-
pected to be announced today
(Thursday). The court, pre-
sided over by Judge Nasir
Javed Rana, held the hearing
inside Adiala Jail, where both
the PTI founder and Bushra
Bibi were brought in for pro-

ceedings.
Bushra Bibi’s lawyer,

Usman Gul, presented argu-
ments for her acquittal, while
NAB Prosecutor General
Muzaffar Bassi and Amjad
Parvez opposed the plea. The
cross-examination of NAB’s
final witness, the investigating
officer, could not take place
due to the absence of PTI
leader Chaudhry Zaheer
Abbas. The court has sched-
uled the cross-examination for
the next hearing on Septem-
ber 5. Meanwhile, a contempt
of court application against the
NAB chairman was declared
ineffective by the court.

The hearing of the £190
million corruption reference
has been adjourned until to-
morrow, with key develop-
ments expected, including the
decision on Bushra Bibi’s ac-
quittal.

Pakistan to be beneficiary of BRI as China  extends
China-Europe Freight Rail from Kashgar, 

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan can be a beneficiary of
BRI’s economic fortunes as
Chinese companies are pro-
posing an extension of China-
Europe

Freight Rail from
Kashgar, China inland city to
Gwadar, port city of Paki-
stan. 

“We expect there can be
a rail network from Kashgar
to Gwadar as it will benefit
both China and Pakistan,” said
Li Tao, Publicity department
of China-Europe Railway Ex-
press Xi’an Assembly Line,
according to Gwadar Pro.

During interaction with
Pakistan’s media delegation in
Xi’an, Li said that logistics be-
tween the two countries relys
on a route from Kashgar to
Pakistani cities through road

transportation, but such bilat-
eral trade volume driven by
roadways is low and scanty. 

Compared to rail,  road
transportation is quite expen-
sive, difficult and slow due to
traffic congestion and other
road-related hiccups.

Most of Chinese compa-
nies are eager to see expan-
sion of China-Europe Freight
Rail from Kashgar to Gwadar,
he further said.

“The Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI), introduced in
2013, bolstered the China-Eu-
rope freight train service. The
initiative enhanced trade and
connectivity between China
and countries along the ancient
Silk Road, including Europe. 

Consequently, the China-
Europe freight train service
has become a critical part of 

BRI, facilitating trade and fos-
tering economic ties between
the two regions,” he men-
tioned.

According to China State
Railway Group Co., Ltd
(China Railway), the freight
train service network cur-
rently reaches 224 cities in 25
European countries and con-
nects over 100 cities in 11
Asian countries, covering al-
most the entire Eurasian con-
tinent. 

Moreover, the trains have
transported more than 1.08
million twenty-foot equivalent
unit (TEU) containers of
goods this year, up 11 percent
yearly. These achievements
testify to the freights' increas-
ing efficiency and volume, pro-
foundly impacting interna-
tional trade and logistics.

PTI prepares strategy for Sept8 rally amidst
political dynamics

PESHAWAR (INP): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has un-
veiled its strategy for the upcom-
ing rally scheduled for Septem-
ber 8 in Islamabad. The party's

leadership, under the guid-
ance of Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin Gandapur,
convened a consultative meeting
to finalize the arrangements.

During this meeting, all party
members were instructed to mo-
bilize at least 1,000 people each
for the rally. PTI has assured that
it will cover travel

expenses for participants
and emphasized the necessity of
holding the event regardless of
any potential challenges.

The rally, which had faced
potential obstacles, is now con-
firmed to proceed. PTI members

from both the National and Pro-
vincial Assemblies are expected
to lead the caravans to the rally
site. In a related development, PTI
spokesperson Rauf Hassan re-
vealed that recent negotiations
with Muqtadara (the establish-
ment) have shown promising
progress.

He noted that the originally
scheduled August 22 meeting
had been postponed due to an
intervention from the establish-
ment,

 which sought to avoid
clashes during a period of height-
ened tension involving religious,
parties and ongoing Supreme
Court proceedings. The post-
ponement facilitated the granting
of the No  Objection Certificate
(NOC) for the September 8 rally.

Hassan highlighted that PTI
is working to enhance the break-
through with Muqtadara and is
committed to initiating compre-
hensive dialogues to address the
country’s issues.

However, PTI remains firm in
its stance of not engaging in ne-
gotiations with political parties
such as PML-N, MQM, and PPP.
Instead, PTI has authorized

Mehmood Achakzai to en-
gage with these parties and
present a proposal for potential
collaboration. Once Achakzai
submits his proposal, PTI will
deliberate on the next steps. This
strategic preparation reflects
PTI’s determination to maintain
its political momentum while navi-
gating the complex landscape of
Pakistani politics.

Govt considers reducing taxes on imported
LNG to lower electricity costs

Govt ‘decides’ to monitor export
of edible items

Fight against terrorism to continue until last
extremist is eliminated: ISPR

RAWALPINDI (INP):  The
Director General of the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), Lieutenant General
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry,  has
reaffirmed the

Pakistani military’s com-
mitment to fighting terrorism
until the last extremist is eradi-
cated. Addressing a press
conference, the ISPR chief
provided an update on counter-
terrorism measures, internal
security, and other related mat-
ters. He revealed that this
year alone, the military has
conducted 32,173 intelligence-
based operations against ter-
rorists.

Over the past month,
nearly 4,000 such operations
were carried out, resulting in
the death of 90 militants.

The ISPR DG highlighted
that 193 brave soldiers have
sacrificed their lives during the
same period.

He emphasized that the

entire nation honours their sac-
rifice and stands with their
grieving families.

Lieutenant General
Chaudhry added that the
military's operations will per-
sist until the complete removal
of all extremist elements from
the region.

Addressed the ongoing
security challenges in
Balochistan, he stated that re-
cent terrorist activities in the
region were orchestrated by
both domestic and foreign ad-
versaries.

The DG ISPR noted that
14 security personnel sacri-
ficed their lives protecting ci-
vilians in Balochistan and fur-
ther said that the recent vio-
lence has no relation to Islam,
humanity, or Baloch traditions.

He reiterated that the Pa-
kistan Army is a national force
with no political agenda or af-
filiations.

The army adheres to a

self-accountability system,
that kicks in to ensure that any
personnel found involved in
misconduct or political agen-
das are held accountable.

Lieutenant General
Chaudhry also highlighted the
case of Lieutenant General
(retd) Faiz Hameed as a clear
example of this accountability
in action, citing evidence of
violations of military regula-
tions even after his retirement.

General Faiz Hameed
overstepped legal and consti-
tutional boundaries at the be-
hest of certain political ele-
ments, the ISPR chief said.

The army also expects
other institutions to ensure ac-
countability for those misusing
their positions for personal or
political motives.

Additionally, the DG noted
that the army has reduced its
defense expenditures and has
contributed RS 100 billion in
duties and taxes.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Ministry of Petroleum has be-
gun preliminary efforts to re-
duce hefty taxes and port
charges imposed on imported
liquefied natural gas (LNG) in
an attempt to make electricity
more affordable.

Currently, imported LNG,
which costs $11 per million
British thermal units (mmbtu)
internationally, ends up being
priced at $15 per mmbtu after
taxes and port fees are applied
in Pakistan.

The breakdown reveals
that approximately $4 in taxes
and charges are added to each
mmbtu of imported LNG, sig-
nificantly raising the cost for
consumers.

The Ministry of Petro-
leum, in collaboration with the

Ministry of Shipping and Ports,
is exploring reductions in port
charges, which are reportedly
among the highest in the re-
gion for LNG.

Officials believe that low-
ering these charges could
drastically decrease the price
of imported LNG. If port
charges are reduced, the cost
per mmbtu could drop, poten-
tially bringing LNG prices
down to Rs2,800, compared to
the current Rs3,600.

A ministry source high-
lighted that the ongoing dis-
parity between the price of im-
ported and locally produced
gas is a key factor driving the
need for reform.

At present, local gas is
priced at Rs1,200 per unit,
while the average cost of gas

under the new pricing formula
could be around Rs1,800.

By addressing these
charges and taxes, officials
anticipate that cheaper gas
prices will also lead to more
affordable electricity, alleviat-
ing one of the major concerns
raised by provinces regarding
tariff discrepancies.

A ministry official said
that if the proposal goes
through, it could provide sig-
nificant relief to both the in-
dustrial and domestic sectors
across the country. Sources
confirmed that efforts are still
in the early stages, but a re-
duction in taxes and port
charges could pave the way
for a more competitive energy
market, boosting affordability
for the average consumer.

LAHORE (INP): The gov-
ernment of Pakistan has de-
cided to monitor the export of
edible items, including food and
beverages, sources said on
Thursday.

The Ministry of Com-
merce has proposed a new
strategy to regulate the export
of essential food items such as
fruits, meat, poultry, sugar, and
rice.

The move came at a time
when the government aims to
curb inflation and ensure the
availability of essential items
at affordable prices. The min-
istry has also proposed to take
strict action against those who
export items that are in short
supply, leading to price hikes.

Additionally, the govern-
ment plans to facilitate the im-

port of essential items that are
in short supply and take mea-
sures to prevent smuggling.

Sources revealed that the
ministry has also suggested in-
creasing security at borders to
prevent the illegal trade of ed-
ible items. The government
will also ensure that exporters
bring back their foreign ex-
change earnings to Pakistan to
prevent capital flight. All these
measures will be presented to
the cabinet for approval,
sources said.

It important to note here
that the United States (US)
remained the top export des-
tination of Pakistani products
during the first month of the
current financial year 2024-
25, followed by the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and

United Kingdom (UK).
Total exports to the US

during July 2024 were re-
corded at US $476.017 million
against the exports of US
$443.789 million during July
2023, showing an increase of
7.26 percent, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP).

This was followed by the
UAE, wherein Pakistan ex-
ported goods worth US
$216.918 million against the
exports of US $201.319 mil-
lion last year, showing an in-
crease of 7.74 percent.

UK was the third top ex-
port destination, where Paki-
stan exported products worth
US $183.303 million during the
month under review against
the exports of US $151.554
million, SBP data revealed.

ISLAMABAD: President Asia Pacific of Google presents locally manufactured Chrome Book to
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister Youth Program Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan pose for
photo with Wrestler Athar Zahid.

ISLAMABAD: The outgoing Ambassador of Turkiye to Pakistan, Mehmet Pacaci called on Federal
Minister Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi .


