
QUETTA VOICE
First Digital Print Daily of  Balochistan

Editor: Asim Khan dquettavoice@gmail.comSaturday,September,07,2024

Rs.10.00, VOL.VI:No:72

Systemic Failures in Balochistan’s Polio Eradica-
tion Demand Accountability and Local Solutions
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2.6 Million Children to Receive
Polio Drops in Balochistan’s

 Upcoming Campaign
Health Desk:

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Sec-
retary Shakeel Qadir Khan
chaired a high-level meeting to
review preparations for the up-
coming anti-polio campaign set
to begin on Monday, Septem-
ber 9. The week-long campaign
aims to administer polio drops
to over 2.6 million children
across the province.

12 Polio Cases in 8
Months

During the meeting, the Chief Sec-
retary highlighted the alarming
rise in polio cases, noting that
12 out of the 17 cases recorded
nationwide this year were from
Balochistan. Cases were re-
ported in districts including
Chaman, Dera Bugti, Qila
Abdullah,  Quetta, Jhal Magsi,
Zhob, Qila Saifullah, and
Kharan.

Call to Action
Shakeel Qadir Khan stressed the

importance of parents ensuring
their children receive polio
drops, warning that failure to
do so could lead to permanent
disability.

 “It is a national problem, and we
all have to play our part to solve
it,” he stated, emphasizing the
provincial government’s com-
mitment to use all available re-
sources to eliminate the virus.

Strict Measures for
Campaign Success

The Chief Secretary assured that
foolproof security would be
provided to all teams involved
in the campaign. If necessary,
Frontier Corps (FC) personnel
will be deployed in certain dis-
tricts to ensure the safety of
workers.

“No negligence will be tolerated,
and strict action will be taken
against anyone attempting to
obstruct the teams,” Khan
warned.

Coordination with
Community Leaders
To maximize the campaign’s suc-

cess, the Chief Secretary urged
scholars, tribal leaders, and re-
ligious figures to actively par-
ticipate in convincing hesitant
parents. He further instructed
all Deputy Commissioners to
attend the evening review meet-
ings throughout the campaign.

Preparation Underway
More than 11,000 teams have

been prepared to administer the
vaccine to children across the
province. The Chief Secretary
expressed confidence that if the
upcoming three campaigns are
successful, the virus can be
eradicated.

File Photo: Polio volunteers providing anti polio drops to minor
girl child in Quetta, Balochistan: Photo Quetta Voice

Leaders of All Parties Conference (APC) addressing a press conference:
Photo Muhammad Ismail Attal

Supreme Court reinstates NAB amend-
ments, reverses earlier decision
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PTI core committee
finalises strategy for

September 8 rally

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
finalised its strategy for the up-
coming September 8 rally, as the
party’s core committee convened
under the chairmanship of Barris-
ter Gohar on Friday.

According to Express News,
the meeting addressed the
country’s current political situa-
tion, including the implications of
the recent NAB amendments ver-
dict. The committee discussed the
possibility of filing petitions
against the Toshakhana reference
filed against PTI founder Imran
Khan and his wife, Bushra Bibi,
following today’s verdict by the
apex court.

Sources revealed that the
core committee has devised a plan
to mobilise workers and the pub-
lic from across the country to
gather at  Sangjani for the
Islamabad rally. PTI’s members of
the national and provincial as-
semblies have been tasked with
bringing supporters from their re-
spective constituencies.

The committee also resolved
to firmly oppose any bills or leg-
islation related to the judiciary.
Additionally, the possibility of
ending cases against the party
founder and Bushra Bibi, in light
of the NAB amendments, was dis-
cussed.

The PTI core committee
strongly condemned the recent
police raid on a party candidate’s
meeting and reaffirmed its com-
mitment to holding the rally at
Sangjani on September 8.

Yesterday, Islamabad’s dis-
trict administration granted a No
Objection Certificate (NOC) for
the rally, subject to 42 conditions.
The permission allows the rally to
be held at Paswal Road, Sangjani,
with specific routes designated for
participants to reach the venue.

Supporters from Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa will enter Islamabad
via the M-1 motorway, while those
coming from Punjab will follow
routes through the GT Road and
Chakri Interchange.

PTI founder Imran Khan had
called on the nation to defy any
obstacles and attend the rally, stat-
ing, "Now, there will be a gather-
ing in Islamabad on September 8.
I am asking the entire nation to
come out on September 8. Do not
tolerate any obstruction on that
day."

Khawaja Asif: No Discrimination in Fight
Against Terrorism in Balochistan

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti and Fed-
eral Minister for Defense
Khawaja Muhammad Asif
chaired a high-level meeting on
Friday to review the province’s
law and order situation.

 The meeting, which focused on
the challenges posed by terror-
ism and ongoing security ef-
forts, also included a briefing
on Balochistan’s geography
and the performance of secu-
rity institutions.

Addressing the participants, CM
Bugti expressed concern over
the negative portrayal of
Balochistan, emphasizing that
significant steps were being

taken to restore peace.
“This fight is not just for the army

and leadership but for every
member of society.

 The state’s stance against sabo-
teurs is clear, and we are on the
right path.

Bugti stated, stressing the impor-
tance of collective action in
combating terrorism.

The Chief Minister also high-
lighted the provincial
government’s youth develop-
ment initiatives, which include
launching a youth policy, offer-
ing easy loans for educational
opportunities, and providing
fully-funded PhD scholarships
at 200 leading universities

worldwide to deserving stu-
dents from Balochistan.

Federal Minister Khawaja
Muhammad Asif praised the
Chief Minister’s briefing on the
province’s security situation,
noting that no discrimination
based on nationality or lan-
guage exists in the fight against
terrorism.

 “Pakistan will always stand
united, and all efforts to under-
mine our national unity will be
thwarted,” Asif affirmed.

Both leaders reiterated their com-
mitment to eliminating terrorism
with the joint efforts of the fed-
eral and provincial govern-
ments.

Urgent Inquiry Demanded Into Govt Science
College Quetta Fire Incident

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: A round table confer-
ence was convened to discuss
the recent fire at Government
Science College,  Quetta. Po-
litical leaders in attendance in-
cluded Asghar Khan Achakzai,
Provincial President of the
Awami National Party (ANP),
Nasrullah Zarai of Pashtun
Khwa National Awami Party,
and Aslam Baloch from the Na-
tional Party.

The participants condemned the
incident and voiced concerns
over the inadequacy of the
measures taken in response.

Asghar Khan Achakzai stressed
the importance of a thorough
investigation to uncover all
aspects of the tragedy, empha-

sizing the need for transpar-
ency.  “The actions taken so
far are insufficient,” he stated,
calling for an independent in-
quiry that includes student rep-
resentation on the investiga-
tive committee.

The leaders highlighted the
broader impact of the fire on
Balochistan’s  education sys-
tem, underlining the need for
urgent reforms.

“With thousands of students en-
rolled at Government Science
College.

There remains a glaring lack of
basic services, such as a stu-
dent bus and operational hos-
tel facilities,” Achakzai pointed
out. Concerns about the grow-

ing security presence in edu-
cational institutions were also
raised. Achakzai demanded the
immediate withdrawal of forces
from Balochistan University
and called for an end to the re-
strictions on student unions,
urging their reinstatement.

Addressing wider regional issues,
Achakzai condemned the ban
on girls’ education in Afghani-
stan and appealed to the United
Nations for action.

The leaders issued a warning,
stating that if their demands for
a comprehensive investigation
and improvements in the edu-
cation sector are not fulfilled
within a month, they will take
serious steps in response.

Federal Defense Minister, Khawaja Asif meeting Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti: Photo provided by the DGPR

NA passes ‘Peaceful Assem-
bly and Public Order Bill

2024’ amid opposition outcry
NEWS DESK: The National As-

sembly on Thursday passed the
Election Act Amendment Bill
and the Peaceful Assembly and
Public Order Bill, following ap-
proval by the Senate.

The session, chaired by Speaker
Ayaz Sadiq, saw the introduc-
tion of the Election Act Amend-
ment Bill 2024 by Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Azam Nazir
Tarar. After voting, the bill was
passed by a majority.

The Senate had already approved
the bill earlier.

Barrister Daniyal Chaudhry of the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) introduced the Peace-
ful Assembly and Public Order
Bill 2024 as a supplementary
agenda item.

Although members of PTI and
Sunni Ittehad Council strongly
opposed the bill, it was passed
by a majority vote. The opposi-
tion members protested, chant-
ing "No, no" in the assembly.

The bill had been passed by the
Senate a day earlier. With ap-
proval from both houses, the
bills will now be sent to the presi-
dent for final endorsement to
become law.

Under the new law, the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) of Islamabad
will grant permission for rallies.
In case of rejection, an appeal
can be made to the Chief Com-

missioner.
If unsatisfied, the decision can be

further challenged before the In-
terior Secretary. The government
will designate specific areas for
gatherings, which will be offi-
cially notified.

For any public gathering in
Islamabad, organizers must sub-
mit an application to the DC at
least seven days in advance.

The application must include de-
tails of the location, number of
participants, and the event's
purpose. The DC will have the
authority to reject the request,
providing written reasons for
doing so.

Before granting permission, the
DC will review the security situ-
ation and obtain clearance from
law enforcement agencies. Gath-
erings will only be allowed in
designated areas.

The DC can amend or revoke per-
missions based on national se-
curity risks, potential violence,
or public safety concerns. The
government may also declare
certain areas as "Red Zones" or
"High-Security Zones."

If a gathering poses a threat to
public safety or national secu-
rity, the DC has the authority to
ban it. Reasons for the ban must
be provided in writing, and the
affected party can appeal the de-
cision within 15 days.
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A Vital Move to Protect Marine
Ecosystems Amid Global Challenges

Editorial:

The Government of Balochistan’s decision to designate Charna Island
as Pakistan’s second Marine Protected Area (MPA) marks a critical
milestone in the country’s efforts to safeguard marine biodiversity. This
proactive step, approved by the provincial cabinet, has been met with
praise from environmentalists, conservationists, and the global commu-
nity. It’s a reminder of the vital need to protect our oceans as we grapple
with the increasingly dire impacts of global warming and climate change.

Charna Island, a coral reef habitat rich in biodiversity, will now
receive the protection it urgently needs.

 This area is home to various species of fish, marine plants, and
coral that play an essential role in maintaining the ecological balance of
the province. By declaring this zone an MPA, Balochistan is sending a
strong message that marine conservation is not just a regional priority
but a national one, considering the growing threats to marine life from
rising ocean temperatures and pollution.

This move follows the earlier designation of Astola Island as
Pakistan’s first MPA in 2017, creating a legacy of marine protection.
Together, Astola and Charna form key conservation sites off the
Balochistan coast. These islands also serve as a lifeline for local com-
munities, especially those involved in fishing.

Overfishing and environmental degradation have placed a strain on
local livelihoods, and MPAs can help sustain fish stocks and ensure
long-term economic viability for the people who rely on these waters.

Afia Salam, a prominent environmentalist, commended the
government’s decision, highlighting the urgency of preserving fragile
marine ecosystems, particularly in the face of global environmental chal-
lenges.

“Charna Island’s protection is a step in the right direction,” Salam
said. “The significance of this decision cannot be overstated, as it sets
the tone for future conservation efforts.”

As Pakistan continues to confront the impacts of climate change—
rising sea levels, extreme weather patterns, and increasing ocean acidi-
fication—protecting marine ecosystems like Charna Island becomes
even more crucial. MPAs offer refuge for biodiversity, allowing eco-
systems to recover and adapt to changing conditions brought on by
global warming.

However, the designation of MPAs alone is not enough. It is vital
that the Balochistan government, local communities, and conservation
groups collaborate to ensure the sustainability of these protected zones.
Enforcement of regulations, community involvement, and continued
funding for research and conservation initiatives are essential to the
success of these efforts.

Charna Island’s protection stands as a beacon of hope in Pakistan’s
broader conservation landscape, a necessary move in the global fight to
preserve our planet’s ecosystems amidst an ever-worsening climate
crisis.

Challenges and Reforms in Balochistan’s
Higher Education

Ghulam Ali Baloch:

In the landscape of

Balochistan’s higher
education, several chal-
lenges have emerged,
casting shadows over
the educational pros-
pects of its youth. These
challenges, if not ad-
dressed promptly, could
impede the region’s
progress and develop-
ment. Here’s an explora-
tion of some pressing
issues and potential av-
enues for reform:

1. Imbalance in
Staffing Ratios: Inves-
tigations into the staff-
ing trends following the
18th amendment reveal
a concerning ratio of
non-teaching staff to
faculty members. The
purported ratio of 8 non-
teaching staff for every
teaching faculty member
is highly undesirable
and warrants immediate
attention.

2. Disbalance in
Budget Allocation: The
proliferation of new de-
partments and the con-

sequential construction
of buildings have led to
a disbalance in budget
allocations within the
higher education sector.
Funds earmarked for
teaching and infrastruc-
ture development are not
proportionately allo-
cated, leading to ineffi-
ciencies.

3. Lack of Corpo-
rate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) Funds: Con-
trary to global best prac-
tices, there is a notable
absence of Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR) fund management
for sponsoring higher
education initiatives in
Balochistan. Major in-
vestors and entities have
made negligible contri-
butions towards the ad-
vancement of higher
education, posing a sig-
nificant hurdle to educa-
tional progress.

4. Inadequate Re-
source Management
Skills: Despite pos-
sessing substantial busi-
ness potential, univer-

sity management in
Balochistan lacks the
necessary skills to gen-
erate and manage re-
sources effectively. In-
stances such as the Uni-
versity of Multan’s suc-
cessful utilization of ag-
ricultural lands under-
score the untapped po-
tential for revenue gen-
eration within
Balochistan’s universi-
ties.

5. Absence of Inter-
nal Consultation: A lack
of internal consultation
exacerbates the misman-
agement of resources,
resulting in irrational ap-
pointments and the illogi-
cal establishment of new
campuses and depart-
ments. Internal dialogue
and collaboration are es-
sential for optimizing re-
source allocation and
decision-making pro-
cesses.

6. Irrational Con-
struction Projects: The
Higher Education
department’s inclination
towards constructing

large buildings for Re-
search Centers (BRCs)
and Cadet Colleges at
exorbitant costs further
strains the funds allo-
cated for higher educa-
tion. These expenditures
compete with essential
university funding, hin-
dering the sector’s over-
all progress.

7. Need for Institu-
tional Re-alignment:
Several institutions un-
der the Higher Educa-
tion umbrella require re-
alignment to improve the
quality of both school
and college education.
Outdated practices,
such as the establish-
ment of Intermediate
Colleges, need to be re-
evaluated in favor of
modern educational
structures that align with
contemporary needs.

8. Modernization of
Curriculum and Institu-
tions: Many colleges
struggle to adapt to the
new curriculum intro-
duced under the BS pro-
gram, leading to redun-

dancy and inefficiency.
Transforming these col-
leges into centers for skill
development or upgrad-
ing them to universities
could better serve the
educational needs of
Balochistan’s youth.

In conclusion,
Balochistan’s higher
education sector faces
multifaceted challenges
that demand immediate
attention and reform. By
addressing staffing im-
balances, reallocating
budgets effectively, fos-
tering corporate partner-
ships,  enhancing re-
source management
skills, promoting internal
collaboration, rationaliz-
ing construction
projects, realigning insti-
tutions, and modernizing
curriculum and institu-
tions, Balochistan can
pave the way for a
brighter educational fu-
ture for its youth

The author is a se-
nior bureaucrat in the
government of
Balochistan

Targeting Chinese nationals
By Muhammad Amir Rana:

THE Shangla terrorist

attack on the Chinese
engineers’ vehicle is
having consequences.
Chinese companies have
suspended work on at
least three critical hydro-
power projects: the Dasu
dam, the Diamer-Basha
dam, and the Tarbela 5th
Extension.

The attack has
caused significant alarm.
Apart from disrupting
these vital infrastructure
projects, it has shaken
the confidence of Chi-
nese nationals working
in Pakistan. Reports in-
dicate some are consid-
ering leaving the coun-
try due to safety con-
cerns.

The Pakistani gov-
ernment has repeatedly
pledged to bring the per-
petrators to justice.
However, the recent in-
cident has eroded trust.
Chinese social media re-
flects growing anxiety,
with calls for stricter se-
curity measures to pro-
tect Chinese lives.

Whenever a major
terrorist incident occurs
in the country, the me-
dia, security experts, and
even state institutions
start to make sweeping
generalisations about
the event, the culprits,
their motives, and the
terrorist groups that
could have been in-
volved in such inci-
dents.

The first and most
well-known excuse cited
is foreign involvement in
the attacks, especially
those targeting Chinese
nationals or CPEC-re-
lated projects. Three
names of terrorist
groups spring to mind:
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), Balochistan
Liberation Army, and the
Islamic State-Khorasan.
They guess a specific
group’s involvement de-

pends on the region;
these three groups have
specific operational
bases.

The same is the
case for the recent
Shangla attack. The
names of all three groups
popped up immediately
after the attack. The TTP
has been projected as
the prime suspect, as
one of its commanders
was declared the master-
mind behind a similar at-
tack on the Chinese in
Kohistan in 2021. The
names of a few TTP com-
manders who may have
orchestrated the attack
are circulating in the me-
dia. Quickly jumping to
conclusions distracts in-
vestigation and impacts
the state’s ability to
tackle the security situa-
tion comprehensively.

The state’s history
of compromise with mili-
tant groups has
emboldened them.

Pakistan’s militant
landscape may not be
too complex but is di-
verse. Ideologies,
sociopolitical factors,
and group dynamics all
work within local con-
texts.  In any
counterterrorism inquiry,
local context and dynam-
ics are more important
than broader ideological
and political motiva-
tions. Shangla, upper
and lower Kohistan, and
Battagram districts of
the Hazara region in KP
and the adjoining Diamer
district in Gilgit-Baltistan
share religious, social,
tribal, ethnic, and cul-
tural codes. The region
has been frequently in
the news due to ‘honour’
killings, burning of girls’
schools, and the killing
of Shia travellers. Re-
cently, it has gained no-
toriety for attacks on
Chinese workers in-
volved in development
projects in the area.

The Deobandi
school is dominant in the
region and blends with
conservative social tradi-
tions, particularly the
honour code. The result-
ant insularity has led to
frequent interactions be-
tween the locals and
Deobandi madressahs,
as well as sectarian and
militant outfits in the
country. The locals sup-
port these religious
organisations, giving
them financial and human
resources, and weapons.
Before receiving large
compensation sums for
the Dasu and Basha
dams, the region thrived
on timber smuggling.

Extremist tenden-
cies in the region are
stronger than those in
the neighbouring areas.
Anti-Shia sentiment,
blood feuds in the com-
munity, and a sense of
ethnic superiority are in-
grained.

The region has al-
ways been difficult to
govern. Security institu-
tions, bureaucracy, and
the area’s political lead-
ership have tried to run
the administration —
while compromising on
laws and rules. Even in
cases of major disputes,
the administration tries
to resolve them through
local jirgas and by in-
volving religious schol-
ars. This can result in le-
niency towards crimi-
nals, with many extrem-
ist elements taking the
law into their own hands.

The Mujahideen
Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kohistan (MGB) are a
prime example. The
group claimed responsi-
bility for several inci-
dents in Kohistan and
Diamer districts.

In October 2022, it
held a GB minister hos-
tage. They demanded the
release of terrorists —
some of them had been

involved in the 2013 ter-
rorist attack on the
Nanga Parbat base camp
targeting foreign climb-
ers — and an end to
women’s sporting activi-
t ies in GB for the
minister’s release. They
claimed they blocked the
road because the state
failed to honour a 2019
agreement, and issued a
10-day ultimatum for the
government to meet their
demands.

Although a promi-
nent violent actor, it is
not the only one in the
region. The MGB and
other local militant
groups reportedly main-
tain close links with the
TTP and sectarian out-
fits based in Punjab.
These external groups
appear to support local
militants, as evidenced
by the TTP’s involve-
ment in the 2022 Babusar
Pass blockade. The
state’s history of com-
promise with militant
groups has emboldened
them. For instance, in
the kidnapping incident,
the administration
agreed to ban girls’
sports in the region.
Similarly, a 2019 agree-
ment had reportedly al-
lowed for implementa-
tion of some Islamic laws
the militants had de-
manded. The state’s re-
liance on religious
scholars for mediation in
crises can be problem-
atic. Local accounts
suggest that some schol-
ars may be sympathetic
to the militants’ de-
mands, leading to partial
concessions that create
a perception of a ‘win-
win’ scenario for mili-
tants and religious fig-
ures. But the question is:
why are an increasing
number of Chinese na-
tionals being targeted in
these areas, which are
seemingly benefiting
from the development

projects?
While anti-develop-

ment sentiments are not
that high in the area,
many believe that dams
and wider roads will trig-
ger urbanisation,
women’s emancipation,
and modernisation,
which they perceive as
threats to their religion
and culture. The domi-
nant trend suggests that
most people are happy
with the compensation
money and employment
prospects.

However,  this
doesn’t diminish the
level of religious extrem-
ism present. Some resi-
dents may sympathise
with the Uighur commu-
nity in Xinjiang, and oth-
ers may dislike the pres-
ence of foreigners on
their land. These factors
could be nurturing nega-
tive perceptions about
Chinese nationals in the
region.

One possible ex-
ample of the local dy-
namics is seen in the
blasphemy accusation
against a Chinese official
at the Dasu dam site last
year. The incident high-
lighted that tensions
could erupt.

While local groups
may lack the capability
to carry out large-scale
attacks independently,
past events like the kill-
ing of Shia passengers
and the attack on tour-
ists at Nanga Parbat
demonstrate their capac-
ity for violence. Their
ability is amplified by
support from like-minded
groups within Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

The government’s
strategy of outsourcing
the maintenance of order
to local and external reli-
gious figures needs to be
revised to address these
sentiments. A more com-
prehensive approach is
needed to calm tensions.

Sustainability of digital trade
By Hassan Nawaz Sheikh:

PAKISTAN’S ailing

economy is undergoing
a process of revival. The
economic wizards have
placed a lot of bets on IT
in the hope that the enor-
mous potential of this
sector can help alleviate
our economic woes.
There have been claims
by former federal IT min-
isters that Pakistan’s IT
exports would reach be-
tween $10 billion to
$20bn from the existing
mark of $2.6bn within the
next few years.  The
premise on which these
claims are being made is
that the IT sector has
been recording consis-
tent upward growth
since the last few years.

The IT industry
gained further focus
when it was picked up by
the newly christened
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council as one

of the five core areas on
which Pakistan’s eco-
nomic revival is predi-
cated. Under the aus-
pices of SIFC, invest-
ment opportunities are
available for setting up
special  technology
zones (STZs) at seven
prime locations includ-
ing Lahore, Peshawar,
Swat, Abbottabad,
Haripur, Islamabad and
Karachi. The Ministry of
Information Technology
& Tele-communication
also has a project for the
establishment of 25 soft-
ware technology parks
(STPs) throughout Paki-
stan by converting pub-
lic-/ privately owned di-
lapidated or non-opera-
tional office buildings/
factories/ warehouses to
provide IT-enabled of-
fice spaces to IT and
ITeS companies at af-
fordable rates. A Special
Technology Zones Au-

thority has also been set
up under the Special
Technology Zones Au-
thority Act, 2021 that pro-
vides incentives for STZ
enterprises and zone de-
velopers for 10 years.
These incentives include
tax exemptions under the
Income Tax Ordinance,
2001, and Sales Tax Act,
1990. Capital goods im-
ports are exempt from
taxes. There are no prop-
erty tax obligations. Most
importantly, investment/
profit repatriation free-
dom is granted. There’s
no doubt that the devel-
opment of STZs/ STPs is
important to catalyse the
emergence of digital and
IT-related trade as more
and more businesses and
start-ups would be
tempted to move their of-
fices within these zones
to avail tax benefits.
However, these are just
infrastructural develop-

ments at best, whereby,
a conducive environ-
ment for setting up busi-
nesses is being pro-
vided. Once IT firms
shift their offices to the
proposed STZs or start-
ups occupy rental
spaces in the buildings
of STZs, the next step
would be to sustain their
existence. How then do
they generate busi-
nesses to ensure sur-
vival? Without business
opportunities how can
we achieve the goal of
enhanced IT services
exports? Without busi-
ness opportunities how
can we achieve the goal
of enhanced IT services
exports? Thus, clearly
something is missing.
Having large buildings
does not guarantee busi-
ness activities within
those quarters and a
longer-term plan is re-
quired to create oppor-

tunities for our tech en-
trepreneurs. Accord-
ingly, we would need the
following: Digital trade
policy: The term ‘digital
trade’ has no clear defi-
nition, yet it is believed
to refer to “commerce
enabled by electronic
means in both goods
and services”. The Digi-
tal Trade Principles, as
agreed upon by the G7,
cover five areas: (1) open
digital markets; (2) data
free flow with trust; (3)
safeguards for workers,
consumers, and busi-
nesses; (4) digital trad-
ing systems, and (5) fair
and inclusive global
governance. While there
is no clear measurement
of this sector, the
Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Development estimates
it to constitute approxi-
mately 25 per cent of the
entire world trade. How-

ever, given how quickly
this sector is expanding,
the domestic regulatory
environment will become
increasingly restrictive,
making it more difficult
for consumers and busi-
nesses to seize some
new and emerging op-
portunities. How are
these problems to be
tackled? How would a
start-up’s performance
not be hampered by
such problems? How will
our domestic businesses
deal with cross-border
regulatory requirements
as violations thereof
might restrict their abil-
ity to continue business
with their customers? For
all these key problems
and other related issues,
our country needs to
have a robust and dy-
namic digital trade policy
for sustainable growth in
this sector. Digital
economy/ trade agree-

ments: While digital
trade policy would bring
a holistic and competi-
tive edge to our IT en-
trepreneurs so that
they’re able to compete
at the international
stage, digital trade
agreements would bring
them bilateral and pref-
erential market access.
DTAs are just a niche
version of the traditional
free trade agreements.
Whilst Pakistan is strug-
gling to gain benefit
even from the conven-
tional FTA model, the
developed world is mov-
ing swiftly towards the
advanced form of an
FTA in the shape of
DTAs. For instance,
digital trade is a key ele-
ment in the European
Union’s trade policy and
every modern trade
agreement that EU has
concluded contains a
dedicated digital trade

chapter. Pak-istan
should, thus, aim to have
a DTA with the EU that
is the world’s largest ex-
porter and importer of
digitally deliverable ser-
vices. Singapore can be
taken as another example
that has already con-
cluded negotiations on
digital economy agree-
ments with Chile, New
Zealand, Australia, the
UK and South Korea. So,
the trend of digital
economy and trade
agreements is definitely
picking up. If our IT en-
trepreneurs can have di-
rect and preferential ac-
cess to developed
economies — through
the medium of DTAs —
then we can keep our
hopes high that sustain-
able and continued busi-
ness will come our way
and that would then jus-
tify the mushroom
growth of STZs.

Economic revival
By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

IN 1992, Bill Clinton ran

his campaign for US
presidency on three slo-
gans, one of which was
‘It’s the economy, stu-
pid’. In the backdrop of
the economic downturn
of the early 1990s,
Clinton’s focus on eco-
nomic revival resonated
well with his voters, and
within three years, eco-
nomic growth picked up.
Ever since, the phrase
‘It’s the economy, stu-
pid’ has been used exten-
sively to emphasise the
pivotal role of economic
management in a
nation’s prosperity.

In Pakistan today,
the imperative of eco-
nomic revival can hardly
be overemphasised. For
decades, we have been
living beyond our means,
collecting a mountain of
debt along the way. In-
terest payments con-
sume the bulk of our rev-
enues, and perpetual
loans are sought to run
the government. Effec-
tively, that means much
of what the government
does is with borrowed
money. This is unsus-
tainable; either we in-
crease our revenues, or
reduce our expenses —
preferably both.

Pursuant to the
agreement with the IMF,
the government plans to
tax the retail sector as
part of its efforts to docu-
ment the informal
economy. This would
certainly help broaden
the tax base. Opposite
my house is a supermar-
ket frequented by so
many customers that I
have rarely seen the
cashier desk without a
queue before it. Yet,
when it comes to paying
taxes, this shop, like
many retailers, is reluc-
tant to enter the tax net.
Our people need to
realise that the roads we
travel on, the public ser-
vices we avail of, and the
higher quality of life we
desire can only be avail-
able if we pay taxes. An
argument often made in
response to the topic of
increasing the tax net is
that the revenue col-
lected from the common
man’s taxes is used by
high officials of the gov-
ernment to finance their
over-extended lifestyles.
It is, therefore, important
that while broadening
the tax base, the govern-
ment make an equally
robust and visible effort
to cut wasteful public
expense. However, we

have yet to see any con-
crete step being taken to
give credence to the
government’s claims of
belt-tightening. For in-
stance, when the govern-
ment announced cost
cuts on international
travel, one saw a long list
of the categories of pub-
lic office holders who
would be entitled to travel
business class. When we
are knee-deep in debt,
should these not be
minimised? Similarly,
many high-ranking offi-
cials use protocol caval-
cades to move about; can
cuts not be made here?
The larger point is that
austerity flows top down.
As such, the surrender of
a second car by the chief
justice is a welcome pre-
cedent worth emulating.

We have yet to see
any concrete proof of
belt-tightening.

Meanwhile, the 18th
Amendment, which de-
volved several subjects
to the provinces, was a
step in the right direction,
but its implementation
has left much to be de-
sired.

 First, the federal
ministries dealing with
the subjects already de-
volved to the provinces
have not been dissolved.
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ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Prime Minister on Climate Change, Romina Khurshid Alam Chairs high-level
meeting with a Chinese delegation to discuss cleaner, greener, and sustainable mass transit system.

China-Pakistan collaboration to revolutionize
Pakistan’s arid agriculture

Enormous potential for China-Pakistan Toy
Industry: Both sides seeking collaboration

Tree plantation begins at New Gwadar
International Airport

Al-Qadir Trust case should be dismissed on
merit after SC decision: Barrister Gauhar

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Chairman of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
Barrister Gauhar, while
speaking to the media
outside the Parliament
House, stated that  fol-
lowing the Supreme
Court’s decision, the Al-
Qadir Trust case should
be dismissed on merit.

He explained that
the Toshakhana case
no longer falls under the
jurisdiction of the Na-
tional Accountability
Bureau (NAB) due to
new amendments,

which exempt cabinet de-
cisions from NAB laws.

He added that the Al-
Qadir Trust decision was
also made by the cabinet,
and the PTI founder faces
allegations of misuse of
authority in this case.
Barrister Gauhar
emphasised that the case
should now be dismissed
based on merit following
the Supreme Court's re-
cent ruling.

Responding to the
Election Commission of
Pakistan’s (ECP) deci-
sion, Barrister Gauhar

criticized the rejection of
their all four petitions,
calling it a wrongful and
malicious act.  He ar-
gued that PTI had not
yet even presented ar-
guments on the peti-
tions.

Over the issue of
the PTI rally on Septem-
ber 8, he stated that
holding public rallies is
a fundamental right, and
PTI will not cancel their
planned rally.   Gauhar
assured that a large and
peaceful rally will be
held on September 8 for

the release of PTI's
founder, Imran Khan,
without causing any in-
convenience to the pub-
lic. PTI leader Shibli
Faraz, reacting to the res-
toration of NAB amend-
ments, labelled the re-
cent court decision as
NRO 2, pledging to take
the case to the public.
He asserted that recent
legislation is not in the
country’s best interest
and criticized the ruling
coalition for laws that
make life difficult for the
common people.

BEIJING (INP): There
are enormous potential
for China-Pakistan Toy
Industry and in this
connection both sides
engaged seeking col-
laboration, Gwadar Pro
reported on Friday.

To enhance the col-
laboration, a video con-
ference was held be-
tween Chen Liangqq,
Executive Vice Presi-
dent of the Chenghai
Toy Association.

Ms. Chen Qichun,
Deputy Director of the
Organizing Committee
of the 23rd Toy Expo,
and Shahzad Aslam,
President of the Paki-
stan Toy Association,
Zahid Javed, Secretary
General of the Pakistan
Toy Association, and
Aamir Allawala, CEO of
Tecno Group on Sep-
tember 5.

It took place under
the chairmanship of
Muhammad Imran,
Trade and Investment
Counselor of the Con-

sulate General of Pakistan
in Guangzhou.

This meeting con-
firmed both parties' inten-
tions for cooperation and
explored future develop-
ment aims, following a
meeting at the end of last
month focused on deep-
ening collaboration and
exchanges between the
toy industries of Shantou
Chenghai and Pakistan.

During the meeting,
Counselor Muhammad
Imran noted that Paki-
stan, with a population of
over 240 million (ranking
fifth in the world), has
54% of its population un-
der the age of 30, which
drives a growing demand
for toy products and in-
dicates a market with
enormous potential.

The Consulate Gen-
eral  of Pakistan in
Guangzhou aims to fos-
ter partnerships between
Shantou Chenghai and
the Pakistan Toy Asso-
ciation to facilitate the
entry of more high-qual-

ity Chinese toys into the
Pakistani market.

Additionally, as a
sub-sector of the plas-
tics industry, toys are
one of the key industries
that the Pakistani gov-
ernment is actively nur-
turing and supporting.

He expressed hope
that this exchange
would serve as a plat-
form for organizing busi-
ness visits, sharing re-
sources and technology,
and achieving a win-win
situation for the toy in-
dustries in both coun-
tries.

Guangdong Prov-
ince is China’s largest
toy production and ex-
port  region,  with
Chenghai District in
Shantou City being rec-
ognized as the “Toy
Capital of China.”

It is home to over
50,000 toy manufactur-
ing and creative indus-
try enterprises, employ-
ing over 200,000 people,
with an annual output

value exceeding 50 bil-
lion yuan.

Official data shows
that in 2022, the
Chenghai toy industry
reached an output value
of 48.37-billion-yuan, ac-
counting for 33% of the
global toy production
capacity.  To attract both
domestic and interna-
tional buyers, the 23rd
China Chenghai Interna-
tional Toy and Gift Fair
is scheduled to be held
from October 25 to 27 at
the Shantou Interna-
tional Convention and
Exhibition Center.

Mr. Chen Liang, Ex-
ecutive Vice President of
the Chenghai Toy Asso-
ciation, stated that the
23rd Toy Expo, being the
largest specialized toy
exhibition in the country,
has invited buyers from
all over the world, pre-
senting an excellent op-
portunity for the Paki-
stani delegation to
showcase and promote
its products.

GWADAR (INP): A tree
plantation drive has
kicked off at New Gwadar
International Airport
(NGIA) under the
“Green Coverage Initia-
tive” as part of fulfilling
the commitment to BRI’s
global greener practices.

Civil Aviation Au-
thority (CAA), Gwadar
Development Authority
(GDA) and China Over-
seas Ports Holding Com-
pany (COPHC) have
been collaborating in the
afforestation process to
beautify the ambience
that will help bolster the

environmental land-
scape, Gwadar Pro re-
ported.

In the first phase,
which started on Septem-
ber 3rd, more than 3 kilo-
meters of incoming and
outgoing roads at NGIA
are being brought under
tree coverage.

During the second
phase, trees will  be
planted on designated
patches of the airport to
boost the green ecosys-
tem across 4,300 acres of
NGIA.A GDA official told
Gwadar Pro that most
plants have been

sourced from the Plant
Tissue Culture Lab and
Greenhouse, which is an
integral part of the Belt
and Road Engineering
Research Center for
Tropical Arid Non-
Wood Forest.

This center is built
and operated in coop-
eration with Central
South University of For-
estry and Technology,
China, COPHC, and Yulin
Holding Co., Ltd. within
the premises of the
Gwadar Port South Free
Zone area.

He said that Gwadar

has a hot desert climate,
characterized by little
precipitation and high
variation between sum-
mer and winter tempera-
tures.

Serious soil saliniza-
tion has led to a low sur-
vival rate of plants, he
added.

 “Keeping in view
the local ecological chal-
lenges, we are planting
tropical economic tree
species that can adapt to
high temperature, salt
and alkali, wind and
sand, and draught,” he
added.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
China-Pakistan collabo-
ration helps to revolu-
tionize Pakistan’s arid
agriculture, according to
a report published by
Gwadar Pro on Friday.

As per the report,
adopting China’s ad-
vanced agricultural tech-
nologies and water-sav-
ing practices, especially
in arid regions, Pakistan
stands on the brink of a
transformative opportu-
nity.

Enhanced agricul-
tural productivity could
not only bolster food
security but also elevate
Pakistan to a global ex-
porter of agricultural
products.

Agriculture remains
the backbone of
Pakistan’s economy and
plays a crucial role in
driving the country’s
modest recovery in
FY2024, with GDP
growth reaching 2.38%.

The sector itself ex-
panded by 6.25%, a re-
markable improvement
from the 2.27% growth
recorded in FY2023. This
surge in agricultural pro-
ductivity was driven by
double-digit growth in
major crop yields.

However, despite
these gains, Pakistan is
yet to unlock the full
potential of its agricul-
tural landscape. Of its 54
million hectares of culti-
vable land, less than half
is being utilized.

However, by adopt-
ing China’s advanced
agricultural technolo-
gies and water-saving
practices, especially in
arid regions, Pakistan
stands on the brink of a
transformative opportu-
nity.

Enhanced agricul-
tural productivity could
not only bolster food
security but also elevate
Pakistan to a global ex-
porter of agricultural
products.

Federal Minister for
Planning and Develop-
ment, Ahsan Iqbal, em-
phasized the importance
of modernizing
Pakistan’s agriculture in
a meeting held on
Wednesday in
Islamabad.

He revealed that
1,000 experts will be sent
to China to receive train-
ing in advanced agricul-
tural techniques includ-
ing water-saving agri-
culture in arid areas.

“Modernizing agri-
culture is a critical need
of the hour, and agricul-
tural education and re-
search are among the
government’s top priori-
ties,” he stated. Iqbal
further expressed confi-
dence in Pakistan’s re-
sources, stating, “Paki-

stan possesses excellent
resources and brilliant
minds, and with the use
of modern technology in
the agricultural sector,
there can be a significant
increase in production.

I am hopeful that
these 1,000 individuals,
who will be trained in
China, will become the
architects of an agricul-
tural revolution in the
country.”

Pakistan’s arid re-
gions continue to rely on
outdated farming meth-
ods, with rudimentary
techniques for crop cul-
tivation and water man-
agement still in practice.

This has resulted in
large swaths of fertile
land remaining
underutilized, limiting the
country’s agricultural
growth.  In contrast,
China has made remark-
able strides in arid-region
agriculture, particularly
in its northwestern areas,
where once barren lands
have been converted into
productive landscapes.

During a recent visit
to Shaanxi, China, I wit-
nessed China’s pioneer-
ing water-saving agricul-
tural technologies, along
with advanced research
on soil, seeds, and crops.

These innovations
have set global bench-
marks and are empower-
ing nations to achieve
sustainable agricultural
growth in challenging
environments.

A beacon of these
advancements is the In-
stitute of Water-Saving
Agriculture in Arid Areas
of China at Northwest
A&F University.

Established in 2010,
the institute stands as a
global leader in trans-
forming arid landscapes
into fertile grounds
through cutting-edge
water-saving practices.

Spread over 260 mu
(approximately 42.82
acres), the institute is
equipped with state-of-
the-art research facilities
including an irrigation
hydraulics hall, crop root
system observation
fields, and an artificial
rainfall simulation sys-
tem, among others.

The institute has es-
tablished specialized re-
search centers for crop
water demand regulation,

water-saving cultivation,
irrigation technology,
and soil and water re-
source management.  Its
advanced test platforms
and scientific instru-
ments are recognized as
leading both domesti-
cally and internationally.

The facility has also
become a training hub for
experts from Shanghai
Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO) countries and
is currently collaborating
with nations l ike
Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan.  The China-
Uzbekistan Water-Sav-
ing Park is one of its
landmark achievements,
exemplifying China’s
commitment to sustain-
able agricultural partner-
ships. Xu Jinghui,
Deputy Director of the
Laboratory of National
Water-Saving Efficiency
in Arid Areas,  told
Gwadar Pro that Paki-
stani students are cur-
rently pursuing ad-
vanced degrees at the
institute.  “We are open
to future cooperation
with Pakistan. At present,
Pakistani students are
pursuing Master’s and
PhD programs here, and
their country stands to
benefit from the knowl-
edge and experience they
will bring back,” said Mr.
Jinghui.

He emphasized that
Pakistan stands to gain
significantly from this
collaboration, noting ex-
isting partnerships in
seed research and the
potential for future wa-
ter-saving projects.

In addressing the
challenges of uneven
rainfall distribution, inad-
equate water supply, and
low precipitation utiliza-
tion, the institute has
developed an innovative
“four-in-one” system.

This system inte-
grates water-blocking
dams, photovoltaic-
powered water lifting,
water storage in cellars,
and water-saving irriga-
tion, revolutionizing
crop yields and water ef-
ficiency in dry regions.

Pakistan’s agricul-
ture is overwhelmingly
dependent on flood irri-
gation methods, which
consume 93% of the
nation’s water resources,
far above the global av-

erage of 70%, as per
PMAS-Arid Agriculture
University Rawalpindi’s
website, adding that with
92% of its land classified
as arid or semi-arid, Paki-
stan urgently needs to
modernize its irrigation
practices.

Climate change,
coupled with outdated
infrastructure, further ex-
acerbates the country’s
water scarcity.

Under China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), Pakistan’s Na-
tional Action Plan for
Agriculture Moderniza-
tion prioritizes water-
saving practices, techno-
logical innovation, and
capacity building in the
agriculture sector.

By leveraging its
partnership with China,
Pakistan can transition
from inefficient practices
to advanced, sustainable
farming techniques.As
Pakistan stands at the
crossroads of an agricul-
tural transformation, the
expertise and innovation
shared with China could
be the key to unlocking
its agricultural potential.

By embracing mod-
ern water-saving meth-
ods and bolstering its
technological capacities,
Pakistan has the oppor-
tunity not only to secure
its food supply but also
to emerge as a significant
global player in agricul-
ture.  The China-Pakistan
collaboration offers a
clear pathway to a sus-
tainable and prosperous
agricultural future.

KARACHI: President Asif Ali Zardari addressing the Induction ceremony of Pakistan Navy Ships
Babur and Hunain, at Pakistan Navy Dockyard.

Religious leaders reject extremist narratives
in meeting with minister

ISLAMABAD (INP): In
an important meeting
with the Federal Minis-
ter for Interior, clerics
and prominent religious
leaders have unani-
mously rejected

extremist and ter-
rorist ideologies. The
meeting, which in-
cluded a diverse group
of Islamic scholars and
leaders from various
faiths, resulted in the
approval of a joint dec-
laration. Maulana

Abdul Khayber Azad ad-
dressed the gathering,
leading to the consensus
statement that empha-
sizes Islam as a religion
of peace, advocating for
respect for humanity and

a violence-free society.
The declaration

stressed that interfaith
and intercultural har-
mony is crucial in the
current national climate.
It unequivocally con-

demned unjust killings,
affirming that Islam does
not permit such acts.

The declaration
also lauded the sacrifices
of the Pakistan Armed
Forces.
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Pakistan desires peaceful relations with all
neighboring countries: COAS

Sindh govt’s decision to purchase vehicles
for ACs challenged

Supreme Court reinstates NAB amendments,
 reverses earlier decision

KARACHI  (INP): The Sindh
government’s decision to pur-
chase 138 double-cabin vehicles
for Assistant Commissioners
(ACs) has been challenged in the
Sindh High Court (SHC).

As per details, the petition,
filed by Jamaat-e-Islami MPA
Muhammad Farooq, argued that
the purchase is unnecessary and
a waste of public funds.

The petition stated that the
country’s economy is under pres-
sure, and the Sindh government’s
decision to buy luxury vehicles
for its officers is unreasonable.

It further stated that taxpay-
ers’ money should be spent on
public welfare, healthcare, and
education instead.

The petitioner has requested
the court to suspend the Sindh
government’s notification and or-
der the authorities to spend the
funds on welfare projects instead.
The Sindh government, Chief

Secretary, Secretary Finance, and
Board of Revenue have been
made parties in the petition.

Earlier on September 5, the
Sindh government decided to buy
new vehicles worth Rs2 billion for
assistant commissioners

As per details, Sindh’s gen-
eral administration department has
penned a letter to the finance de-
partment for the release of Rs2 bln
for buying new double cabin ve-
hicles for 138 assistant commis-
sioners. The assistant commis-
sioners will use the new vehicle
for their day-to-day office work.

Following the widespread
criticism, the spokesperson for the
Sindh government said in a state-
ment that assistant commission-
ers are in charge of making sure
the government apparatus runs
well in remote locations and that
they are an important part of the
administrative structure.

The spokesman continued,

“The assistant commissioners’
last vehicle purchases were made
in 2010 and 2012, and the majority
of the vehicles are now out-of-
date and in poor condition.”

Due to a shortage of opera-
tional government vehicles, many
officials are compelled to use pri-
vate automobiles for official work,
and others are still utilizing ve-
hicles from 2005.

“The move is necessary to
ensure the effective implementa-
tion of government policies and
decisions,” the spokesperson
added.

The Sindh government main-
tained that the new vehicle pur-
chase would not only reduce
maintenance costs but also lead
to significant savings in fuel and
other expenses. The provincial
government emphasised that the
decision is not a luxury but a ne-
cessity to ensure the effective
functioning of the administration.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Su-
preme Court on Friday restored
changes to the country’s anti-
graft laws as it accepted the fed-
eral government’s appeal
against the court’s Sept 15 ver-
dict, which struck down those
amendments.

Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa pronounced
the verdict reserved by a five-
member bench on June 6 after
hearing intra-court appeals
(ICAs) filed by the federal gov-
ernment and other parties.

In September 2023, then-
CJP Umar Ata Bandial and Jus-
tice Ijazul Ahsan had accepted
PTI founder Imran Khan’s 2022
petition while Justice Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah dissented
from the 2-1 verdict. Imran’s
plea had challenged the changes
introduced by the then-PML-N-
led government.

The amendments made sev-
eral changes to the National Ac-
countability Ordinance (NAO)
1999, including reducing the
term of the NAB chairman and
prosecutor general to three
years, limiting NAB’s jurisdic-
tion to cases involving over
Rs500 million, and transferring
all pending inquiries, investiga-
tions, and trials to the relevant
authorities.

In Friday’s verdict,  the
apex court observed that the
chief justice and other judges
“cannot be the gatekeepers of
the parliament”.

It further noted that “when-
ever possible, the Supreme
Court should strive to maintain
legislation” enacted by the par-
liament. Remarking on Imran’s
earlier petition, the court said he
failed to prove that the NAB
amendments were in violation
of the Constitution.

The Sept 15 ruling had re-
stored corruption cases against
public representatives, with
prominent politicians who alleg-

edly benefited from the amend-
ments being likely to face cases
again.

However, a month later, the
apex court had been seized with
a number of ICAs — moved by
the federal government as well
as by private citizens Zuhair
Ahmed Siddiqui, who was an
accused in a corruption case but
not a party to the challenges to
the NAB amendments case, and
Zahid Imran.

Hearings on the matter in
May had seen the judges debate
whether to live-stream the case
(as done on May 14) or not,
before finally deciding against
live broadcast due to concerns
about the facility being politically
misused.

On June 6, the five-mem-
ber bench had reserved its rul-
ing on the federal government’s
intra-court appeal against the
Sept 15 majority judgement that
ruled amendments to the Na-
tional Accountability Ordinance
(NAO) illegal.

Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail had observed that
there was no denying the fact
that NAB had always been
abused against the elected rep-
resentatives but the remedy to
rectify this misuse did not lie
with the courts but with the
political leaders.

Justice Athar Minallah had
noted that NAB amendments do
not mean that corruption cases
have come to an end rather ref-
erences will be forwarded to rel-
evant courts est-ablished under
relevant laws.

The court had also taken ex-
ception to the NAB report, in
which it showed the recovery
of $10 billion in the head of
Reko Diq and asked the NAB
additional prosecutor general
(APG) whether this statement
was “honest or dishonest”.

In 2022, amendments were
made to the country’s account-

ability laws by the then-Pakistan
Democratic Movement-led gov-
ernment.

The amendments made sev-
eral changes to the National Ac-
countability Ordinance (NAO)
1999, including reducing the
term of the NAB chairman and
prosecutor general to three
years, limiting NAB’s jurisdic-
tion to cases involving over
Rs500 million, and transferring
all pending inquiries, investiga-
tions, and trials to the relevant
authorities.

Subsequently, Imran had
moved the apex court against
the amendments, claiming that
the changes to the NAB law
were made to benefit the influ-
ential accused persons and
legitimise corruption.

The petition had pleaded
that the fresh amendments tend
to scrap corruption cases
against the president, prime min-
ister, chief ministers and minis-
ters and provide an opportunity
to the convicted public office-
holders to get their convictions
undone.

In September 2023, after
53 hearings, the SC announced
its 2-1 verdict, ordering the res-
toration of corruption cases
against public office holders that
were withdrawn due to the
amendments and declaring
Imran’s plea to be maintainable.

The next month, a five-
judge SC bench took up intra-
court appeals (ICAs) against its
Sept 15 judgment and stopped
accountability courts from is-
suing a final verdict in graft
cases.

However, CJP Isa had
hinted that the proceedings
could be started afresh if the
counsel managed to “make a
solid case” for the same, as ear-
lier proceedings did not satisfy
the requirements of the Supreme
Court (Practice and Procedure)
Act 2023.

RAWALPINDI (INP): On the
59th Defence Day of Pakistan,
Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Syed Asim Munir de-
livered a powerful message,
paying tribute to the martyrs
and reaffirming the unwaver-
ing resolve of Pakistan’s armed
forces to safeguard the nation's
sovereignty.

Defence Day, observed
annually on September 6,
marks the victory of the Paki-
stani military during the 1965
war against India, a day of na-
tional pride and remembrance.

General Munir stated that
the September 6 holds a "promi-
nent position" in both national
and military history. He lauded
the spirit of national unity and
solidarity displayed by the Pa-
kistani people and armed
forces during the war, which
thwarted the enemy's ambi-
tions and protected the home-
land. The COAS emphasized
that this same spirit of unity
continues to drive the Pakistan
Army in its defence of the
nation’s borders.

In his message, General
Munir paid homage to the mar-
tyrs who made the ultimate
sacrifice to defend the coun-
try. "We salute the brave of-
ficers and men of Pakistan
Army who sacrificed their lives
for the motherland," he said,
highlighting the Pakistan
Army's commitment to ensur-
ing the sanctity and protection
of martyrs and their families.
"Our martyrs are our top pri-
ority, and we will continue to
safeguard their honour."

The army chief reiterated
that the motto of the Pakistan
Army -- "Faith, Piety, and
Jihad" -- remains its greatest

strength, enabling the military
to counter any threats from
enemies. He praised the un-
matched bravery and profes-
sionalism of Pakistan’s armed
forces, not just in conventional
warfare but also in countering
the scourge of terrorism.

General Munir spoke
about the ongoing fight against
terrorism, noting that
Pakistan's forces have
achieved remarkable success
in controlling the threat, which
has no parallel globally. "The
army of any other country has
not been able to achieve the
success with which our forces
have contained the menace of
terrorism," he stated, adding
that thanks to the efforts of the
security forces and law en-
forcement agencies, today Pa-
kistan stands safe from insta-
bility.

However, the COAS also
highlighted new and emerging
challenges such as "digital ter-
rorism" and the so-called 5th-
generation warfare. He
warned that these forms of ter-
rorism, driven by the collabo-
ration of foreign and anti-na-
tional elements, are more dan-
gerous and complex than tra-
ditional terrorism. He assured
the nation that the armed
forces are actively combating
these threats while remaining
committed to national unity
and peace.

The army chief further re-
marked that no one could
weaken the resolve for a
peaceful and secure Pakistan.
He also reiterated Pakistan’s
desire for peaceful relations
with all neighbouring countries,
stressing that "cordial relations"
are essential for regional sta-

bility. Despite Pakistan’s aspi-
ration for peace, General
Munir assured the nation that
the armed forces remain vigi-
lant and ready and alert to re-
spond to any aggression.

General Munir also ad-
dressed the ongoing Kashmir
conflict, calling for the peace-
ful resolution of the issue in
accordance with United Na-
tions resolutions and the aspi-
rations of the Kashmiri people.
He praised the resilience of the
Kashmiri people in the face of
Indian aggression, stating that
their "determination and cour-
age" continue to inspire
Pakistan’s commitment to their
cause.

In addition to highlighting
the Kashmir issue, General
Munir reaffirmed Pakistan's
continued support for the Pal-
estinian people. He condemned
Israeli aggression in Gaza, de-
scribing it as a "black mark on
the global conscience," and
vowed that Pakistan will con-
tinue raising its voice on inter-
national platforms in favor of
the Palestinians.

In closing, the COAS
urged the nation to renew its
commitment to unity and soli-
darity, emphasizing that
Pakistan's strength lies in its
national cohesion. "While re-
maining committed to the se-
curity, development and pros-
perity of our beloved country,
we must renew the promise
that we will remain united," he
asserted. "Let us forget our
differences and show exem-
plary unity and harmony."

General Asim Munir main-
tained, "As long as we remain
united, no power in the world
can harm Pakistan."

QAU Alumni Association to undergo
audit before 2024 Polls

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Quaid-i-Azam University
(QAU) Islamabad Administra-
tion and four key panels—
Founder Panel, United Panel,
QAU Forever Panel, and QAU
Stars Panel—have unani-
mously agreed to conduct an
audit of the outgoing QAU
Alumni Association for the
years 2012 to 2023 before pro-
ceeding with the upcoming
QAU Alumni Association
Election 2024. It is revealed
that a third party would con-
duct the audit.

The decision emerged
from a meeting chaired by Dr.
Muhammad Idrees of the
QAU Election Steering Com-
mittee. The meeting had a dual
agenda: the digitalization of all
alumni records dating back to
1970 and the organization of
the upcoming Alumni Associa-
tion election.

Dr. Idrees emphasized the

importance of digitalizing
alumni records and called for
support and fundraising for the
project. He revealed that de-
spite ongoing efforts, only
about eight thousand alumni
had registered as voters.

The participants reviewed
the progress on previous deci-
sions and reached a unanimous
consensus: an audit of the out-
going Alumni Association is a
prerequisite for holding the
next election. Dr. Idrees an-
nounced that voter registration
will close on the last working
day of the week, dropping the
previously agreed consensus
of a 15% voter turnout from
all alumni.

Additionally, Dr. Idrees
shared that the QAU adminis-
tration has drafted a constitu-
tion for the Alumni Association,
which will be distributed to all
panels within a few days. It
was also agreed that with the

injection of approximately 700
new voters into the list, the
election process will be revised,
allowing these voters to con-
test the election with new
nomination papers to be issued.

The meeting concluded
with a strong consensus that
the outgoing QAU Alumni As-
sociation will not be permitted
to hold any events or activities
under the association's name,
nor will any group be allowed
to use the official QAU logo
for any purpose.

Key attendees included
Rehan Saeed, Dr. Ghulam Ali
Mallah, Azam Habib, and
Shahid Minhas of the QAU
Forever Panel; Aziz Nishtar,
Muhammad Farooq, and Taiba

Batool of the United Panel;
Wajahat Latif and Ch Zulfiqar
of the Founder Group; and
Saeed Ch of the QAU Star
Panel. The next meeting is pro-
posed before September 20.

ISLAMABAD: Provincial Minister PHE and WASA Sardar Abdul Rahman Khetran is meeting with
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Islamabad: The first meeting of the Planning Commission’s Policy Board held today under the chair-
manship of Federal Minister for Planning, Development, and Special Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi and Federal Minister for Religious Affairs
Chaudhary Salik Hussain in a group photo with a delegation of Scholars and religious leaders.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti speaking at the Session of
the Provincial Assembly.


