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PTA clarifies VPNs
not being blocked in

the country

NEWS DESK: The Pakistan
Telecom Authority (PTA) on
Tuesday dispelled rumours and
clarified that virtual private
networks (VPNs) in the country
were not being blocked.

VPN are widely used
around the world to access
content that may be inaccessible
or blocked for internet users in
their home country. They are
also used by users to maintain
privacy. The use of VPNs by
local internet users witnessed a
significant increase in 2024.
Most people have been using
them to access X, formerly
Twitter, which has been blocked
in the country since February
19. Areport by Topl 0OVPN, an
independent VPN review
website, stated that the demand
for proxy networks increased by
131 per cent on Feb 19, two days
after X was blocked. Quashing
media reports about PTA
planning to block VPN in the
country, the authority issued a
statement clarifying there was
no truth to such rumours.
However, it encourages users to
register their internet protocol
(IP) addresses for using VPNs.

“Recent news circulating in
media about PTA to block VPNs,
itis clarified that VPNs are not
being blocked in Pakistan,” the
telecommunications regulalor
said in a statement. “However,
PTA is encouraging all IT
companies, software houses,
freelancers and banks, etc, to
register their IPs for using VPNs
so that in case of any disrup-
tion, the internet services to
these entities are not affected.”

Blast Rocks Kharan,
One Person Injured
from Our Correspondent;

KHARAN: At least one

person was injured in a blast in
e red zone area of Kharan

bazar on Monday evening.
Police sources said one person
identified as Abdul Majeed was
injured in the blast. The injured
was rushed to the district
headquarters hospital Kharan
for medical treatment.

Police and personnel of
other law enforcement agencies
reached the spot of the blast

and started an investigation into
the attack. Security was tightned
in and around Kharan in the
aftermath of the blast that
rocked the city.
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CM Bugti Takes Notice Of School Closure in
Pishin, Orders Immediate Action

TR
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PISHIN: Chlef Mml;ler of

Asmat Hanafi:

children’s education,” said

has taken nouce of the cloeure
of government schools in
Pishin, where the district ranks

sued on Monday, CM Bugti
ordered the reopening of all
closed schools by December 14
this year.

In a bid to address the shortage
of teachers, the Chief Minister
emphasized the urgent recruit-
ment of staff on a contract ba-
sis. “We will ensure that the lack
of teachers is no longer a rea-
son for the disruption in

ugti, is com-
mitment to addressing long-
standing educational issues in
the district.

Pishin, a district grappling with
educational challenges, has
consistently topped the list of
areas with the highest number
of non-operational schools.
The Chief Minister vowed to
prioritize the development of
the town, aiming to transform
Pishin into amodel for the prov-
ince.

Speaking with local elders, Bugti
stated, “Public problems can
only be solved through good

governance.

We will improve service delivery
by activating government de-
partments across Balochistan.”
He added that the appointment
of an experienced and capable
Deputy Commissioner in Pishin
would further help streamline
administrative efforts and bring
effective governance to the
district.

The Chief Minister’s resolve to
improve service delivery and
enhance governance comes at
a crucial time, as the province
faces widespread challenges in
education, health, and infra-
structure.

Speaker Sadiq summons IG; SSP over PTI leaders’
arrests; Barrister Gohar released

NEWS DESK: National Assem-
bly Speaker Ayaz Sadiq on
Tuesday summoned
Islamabad’s Inspector General
of Police (IGP) Syed Ali Nasir

izvi and the senior superinten-
dent of police (SSP) for arrest-
ing PTI leaders within the juris-
diction of the parliament.

At least 12 PTI MNAs were ar-
rested in addition to another
party leader since last night as
law enforcement agencies
whisked away key leaders from
various parts of Islamabad, in-
cluding the Parliament House.

According to a parliamentary rule,
police have to inform the Na-
tional Assembly speaker before
arresting any MNA, but the law
enforcers did not seek permis-
sion from the custodian of the
house before arresting the
MNASs.

Consequently, the speaker sum-
moned IGP Rizvi and the senior
superintendent of police (SSP).

Earlier today, in a fiery speech on
the floor of the lower house,
PTI’s Ali Muhammad Khan,
who appeared emotionally
charged, lambasted the arrests
of his fellow party leaders.

Addressing the speaker, Khan
said: “Your colleagues
Sahibzada [Hamid Raza],
Shafqat [Awan], Amir Dogar,
Shiekh Waqar [Akram] and
Maulana Naseem were seeking
shelter in this parliament last
night [when they were ar-
rested]. Maulana Naseem was
picked up from a mosque.

‘The speaker, in response, said that
he had requested the videos
from all the exit points of the
parliament so that “we can as-
sign responsibility accord-
ingly”. “If whatever my col-
leagues are saying happened in

the parliament then we have to

take action against that,” the

speaker said, adding that he

would not sit quietly. He added

that — ifhe had to— he would

file the first information report

(FIR) against the arrests him-
self.

“We have to take it up seriously
and this is not going to be some-
thing we’d take lightly” he re-

rmed.

affi .

“We think that [the arrests] were
an attack on parliament,” he
said while speaking to report-
ers in Islamabad following his
release. “We believe that, God
willing, the NA speaker will go
to the depth of the matter.”

Calling September 9 “a black day

for Pakistan” due to the arrests,

he said that the country will not
forget this. “PTIwill not forget
this”, hesaid. “This time, CCTV
foolage will be disclosed and
this time, the common person
will notbe punished.” He added
that PTI was targeted by the
government but for the sake of
the country, people, and democ-

racy, “our leaders forgave that”.

“Our election result was changed
but we didn’t go for a rally, we
didn’t resort to a boycott,”
Gohar said. “We stayed in par-
liament so we could play our
role and we did so.”

The PTIchairman went on to say
that if the “largest political
party” was not given space,
then non-political elements
would get stronger.

“Extremist and separaust move-
ments will get stronger,” Gohar
added.

PTI chairman questioned whether
it was a crime to prolong a rally
beyond its allotted time.

“I only want to question that if

the programme was supposed

to end at 7pm, is this a

programme for a wedding that

you shut off the lights?” he
said. “Under which constitution
of the world does it say that if
you finish a programme at
8:30pm instead of 7pm, you
would have FIRs registered
against you [...] your MNAs
will be picked up,” Gohar said.

Re-Elections Ordered in
Kalat Constituency Where
Zia Langove Was De-seated

Syed Muhammad Qasee!

‘QUETTAE: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan has set Sep-
tember 23, 2024, as the date for
re-elections at seven polling
slauons in Kalat’s PB-36 con-
stituens

This decmon follows the Election
Tribunal’s ruling, which de-
seated Balochistan’s Home
Minister, Mir Ziaullah
Langove, after his victory was
challenged by Sardarzada
Saced Langove of Jamiat

Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUL-F).

Ziaullah Langove, a member of the
Balochistan Awami Party
(BAP), had won the initial elec-
tion, but the tribunal ruled in
favor of Saced Langove, who
alleged irregularities.

The upcoming re-elections will
determine the final outcome in
this contested constituency.
Both candidates are preparing
for a heated rematch, with the
eyes of the political community
closely watching the develop-
ments in Kalat.

File Photo of Balochistan Home Minister Ziaullah Langove

Allies congregate to mull
‘constitutional package’

ISLAMABAD: The ruling part-

ners joined heads at the Presi-
dency and the Prime Minister’s
Office on Monday to deliberate
on an important piece of pro-
posed legislation aiming to set
the Chief Justice of Pakistan’s
(CIP) term to a fixed three-year
period as well as to counter the
‘threat” posed by the opposition.
One meeting summoned by Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari was held at
the President’s House whereas
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
chaired a meetingat the PM’s Of-
fice to take into confidence the
allies as well as woo a former part-
ner, JUL-F, to ensure a two-thirds
majority in both houses of par-
liament for a constitutional
amendment.
The desired legislation for the
three-year tenure of the CIP
needs 224 votes in the National

jority for a constitutional amend-
‘ment, whereas the ruling coali-
tion has 55 members in the Sen-
ate — PML-N 19, PPP 24,
Balochistan Awami Party (BAP)
4,MQM 3, and 5 independents.

Interestingly, the huddles in the
Presidency and the PMO took
place simultaneously at a time
when the capital police and local
administration of Islamabad ar-
rested several top PTI leaders in
a late-night crackdown. In both
meetings, parliamentarians of
the rulingalliance were asked to
ensure their presence in the NA
and the Senate in the coming
days for the important legisla-
tion.

A source said President Zardari
had also invited the JUI-F to the
meeting, but no one from the
party participated. President
Zardari underscored the need to

Assembly for its p: dthe
ruling coalition is short of 12
votes. If the JUI-F led by
Maulana Fazlur Rehman agrees
to support this proposed law, the
government will still need four
to five more votes in the National
Assembly. However, it will have
the two-thirds majority in the
Senate with the JUI-F support.
/Amid this numbers game, the PTI
has alleged that some of its mem-
bers are being pressured to vote
for the upcoming bill.

Asource in the National Assem-
bly Secretariat told Dawn that the
bill seeking the constitutional
amendment would be tabled in
the National Assembly within
this week and will aim to increase
the tenure of the top judge.

Another important bill seeking an
increase in the number of judges
of the Supreme Court from 17 to
21 had already been presented
in the Senate last week by Sena-
tor Abdul Qadir, an independent
from Balochistan. The bill has
been sent to the relevant com-
mittee of the upper house of par-
liament for review and discus-

sion.
In the Senate, 64 votes are re-
quired to obtain a two-thirds ma-

Strategy discussed to must

strengthen lemoc-
racy and promote political sta-
bility to put the country on the
path of development, said a
statement from the presidency.

The leaders of the Pakistan
Peoples Party Parliamentarians,
Awami National Party (ANP), Pa-
Kistan Muslim League (PML-Q),
and Istehkam-i-Pakistan Party
(IPP) attended the meeting At the
PM Office, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif asked lawmakers
to ensure their presence in the
two houses of parliament for the
upcoming legislation.

Besides legislators of the ruling
PML-N, the meeting was also at-
tended by the leaders of the PPP,
MQM, and other allied parties.
According to the PMO, PM
Shehbaz highlighted the slow-
down in inflation to 9.6 per cent
in August, citing it as a testa-
ment to the government’s effec-
tive economic measures.

“The economic experts are fore-
casting further decline in the in-
flation rate during the current
month which is good news for
the nation,” he said, adding that
in2018, “wealso left the govern-
ment with a single-digit inflation
rate”. NEWS DESK.

two-thirds majority for consfitutional

amendment; Fazl "skips" meeting despite president’s invite.
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A Vital Move to Protect Marine
Ecosystems Amid Global Challenges

Editorial:
The Government of Balochistan’s decision to designate Charna Island as
Pakistan’s second Marine Protected Area (MPA) marks a critical milestone in
the country’s efforts to safeguard marine biodiversity. This proactive step,
approved by the provincial cabinet, has been met with praise from environ-
mentalists, conservationists, and the global community. [t’s a reminder of the
vital need to protect our oceans as we grapple with the increasingly dire im-
pacts of global warming and climate change.

Charna Island, a coral reef habitat rich in biodiversity, will now receive the
protection it urgently needs. This area is home to various species of fish,
marine plants, and coral that play an essential role in maintaining the ecologi-
cal balance of the province. By declaring this zone an MPA, Balochistan is
sending a strong message that marine conservation is not just a regional prior-
ity but a national one, considering the growing threats to marine life from rising
ocean temperatures and pollution.

This move follows the earlier designation of Astola Island as Pakistan’s
first MPA in 2017, creating a legacy of marine protection. Together, Astola and
Charna form key conservation sites off the Balochistan coast. These islands
also serve as a lifeline for local communities, especially those involved in
fishing. Overfishing and environmental degradation have placed a strain on
local livelihoods, and MPAs can help sustain fish stocks and ensure long-term
economic via blhly for the people who rely on these waters.

‘Afia Salam, a prominent d the g s

Balochistan’s Education Crisis

— A Testament to

Worst Governance

Syed Ali Shah:

glect demonstrated by
those in power. The
education system, al-
ready stretched thin, is

has allowed the crisis to
worsen. The shutdown
of hundreds of schools
is not merely an admin-
being pushed to the igrative failure; it is a
brink of wll?ps‘e dWl:h betrayal of the children
of students  yho depend -
left stranded without ca“onfsysgﬁhiﬁ"a
access to basic learn-  chance at a better fu-
ing facilities. What e
makes this situation Education is a fun-
even more deplorable is  damental right, and the
the silence from the  provincial authorities®

£alocl|istau is facing
an educational emer-
gency of unprec-
edented proportions, as
the latest report from
the Depart-
ment reveals the alarm-
ing closure of 542 more
schools across the
province. With 3,694
schools now inactive
as of September 2,

sults speak for them-
selves. Time and again,
we have heard com-
mitments to reform the
system, but the reality
is that schools are
closing at an alarming
rate, and no substantial
efforts
made to rectify the
situation. What has be-
come of the funds al-
located to education?

functional. If they fail
to take decisive action,
the consequences for
Balochistan will be dire.
Thousands of children
are at risk of being de-
nied their right to an
education, which will
only perpetuate cycles
of poverty and under-
development in the re-
gion. This level of neg-
ligence cannot be toler-

have been

2024, this situation re- - provincial leadership. failure to prioritize it is Where are the re- ated. The people of
flects the utter failure There has been no an- ypaceey plable. Byallow. sources for hiring the Balochistan deserve
of the provincial gov- pouncement of a com- N 16,000 teachers better governance, and

ing 3,694 schools to re-
main inactive, they are
not just failing these
children; they are fail-
ing Balochistan itself.
The province, already

ernment to safeguard
the future of its youth.
Pishin district alone ac-
counts for 254 school
closures, while Dera

prehensive strategy to
address the teacher
shortage, nor any plan
to reopen these shut-
tered schools.

fég;:;ll'};‘;:p‘i'}e:i‘fl; A Legacy of  struggling with high
13 inactive institutions. Neglect rates of poverty and un-

employment, cannot

This crisis has esca- afford to deprive its fu-

lated unchecked, leav-

The current gov-
ernment cannot claim

decision, the urgency of preserving fragile marine
particularly in the face of global environmental challenges. “Charna Island’s
protection is a step in the right direction,” Salam said. “The significance of this
decision cannot be overstated, as it sets the tone for future conservation
efforts.”

As Pakistan continues to confront the impacts of climate change—rising
sea levels, extreme weather patterns, and increasing ocean acidification—pro-
tecting marine ecosystems like Charna Island becomes even more crucial. MPAs
offer refuge for biodiversity, allowing ecosystems to recover and adapt to
changing conditions brought on by global warming.

However, the designation of MPAs alone is not enough. Itis vital that the
X and conservation groups col-
laborate to ensure the sustainability of these protected zones. Enforcement of
regulations, community involvement, and continued funding for research and
conservation initiatives are essential to the success of these efforts.

Charna Island’s protection stands as a beacon of hope in Pakistan’s
broader conservation landscape, a necessary move in the global fight to pre-
serve our planet’s amidst an climate crisis.

ture generation of edu-

ing more than 16,000 ignorance of the grow-

» g R f g tion.

teaching positions va- mg educational disaster. %

cant, and the govem- years, Empty Prom-
ment has yet to offer a Baloch:mn 's education ises and No
solution. sector has been in de- Accountability

The rising number
of inactive schools, up
from 3,152 in May to
3,694 today, is not just
a statistic; it is a sear-
ing indictment of the
incompetence and ne-

cline, suffering from
chronic underfunding,
corruption, and mis-
management. But in-
stead of addressing
these long-standing is-
sues, the government

This is not the first
time the provincial gov-
ernment has made
promises to |mpmve
education
Balochistan, but the re-

needed to reopen these
schools? There is no
transparency, and no
one seems to be held
accountable for this
worsening crisis.

government must act
immediately to reverse
this catastrophic trend.
At the very least, they
should outline a com- late.
prehensive plan to re-

open
schools, fill the vacant
teaching positions, and
invest in the necessary
infrastructure to ensure
these schools remain

they must demand ac-
countability from their
leaders. Education is
the foundation of any
society, and its collapse
in Balochistan speaks

volumes about the
A Cal.l for province’s deteriorating
Action state of governance. It

provincial is time for the govern-
ment to stop making
empty promises and
start delivering real so-
lutions before it is too

The future of
Balochistan’s children
is at stake, and the pro-
vincial leadership must
shoulder the blame for
its disastrous handling
of this crisis.

the closed

Afghan Refugee Children Strive for Education in Balochistan
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Economic revival
By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

broaden the tax base.
Opposite my house is a

I o knee-deep in debt,
_N1992, Bill Clinton ran should these not be
his ign for US inimi
presidency on three slo-
gans, one of which was
“It’s the economy, stu-
pid’. In the backdrop of
the economic downturn
of the early 1990s,
Clinton’s focus on eco-
nomic revival resonated
well with his voters, and
within three years, eco-
nomic growth picked up.
Ever since, the phrase
“It’s the economy, stu-
pid” has been used exten-
sively to emphasise the
pivotal role of economic
management in a
nation’s prosperity.

In Pakistan today,
the imperative of eco-
nomic revival can hardly
be overemphasised. For
decades, we have been
living beyond our means,
collecting a mountain of
debt along the way. In-
terest payments con-
sume the bulk of our rev-
enues, and perpetual
loans are sought to run
the government. Effec-
tively, that means much
of what the government
does is with borrowed
money.

This is unsustain-
able; either we increase
our revenues, or reduce
our expenses — prefer-
ably both. Pursuant to
the agreement with the
IMF, the government
plans to tax the retail
sector as part of its ef-
forts to document the
informal economy. This
would certainly help

by so many customers
that T have rarely seen
the cashier desk without
a queue before it.

Yet, when it comes
to paying taxes, this
shop, like many retailers,
is reluctant to enter the
taxnet.

Our people need to
realise that the roads we
travel on, the public ser-
vices we avail of, and the
higher quality of life we
desire can only be avail-
able if we pay taxes. An
argument often made in
response to the topic of
increasing the tax net is

Similarly, many high-
ranking officials use pro-
tocol cavalcades to move
about; can cuts not be
made here? The larger
point is that austerity
flows top down. As such,
the surrender of a second
car by the chief justice is
a welcome precedent
worth emulating.

We have yet to see
any concrete proof of
belt-tightening.

Meanwhile, the 18th
Amendment, which de-
volved several subjects
to the provinces, was a
stepin the right direction,
that the revenue col- but its implementation
lected from the common  has left much to be de-
man’s taxes is used by sired.
high officials of the gov- First, the federal min-
ernment to finance their istries dealing with the
over-extended lifestyles. subjects already de-
It is, therefore, important  volved to the provinces
that while broadening have not been dissolved.
the tax base, the govern-  Second, resources were
ment make an equally not devolved by the
robust and visible effort provinces to local gov-
to cut wasteful public ernments. Since living
expense. conditions in tehsils and

However, we have villages have not im-
yet to see any concrete  proved, the common man
step being taken to give is dissatisfied with the
credence to the way the economy works
government’s claims of in our country. In a re-
belt-tightening, lated issue, the NFC

For instance, when award adopted in 2010 in-
the government an- creased the share of prov-
nounced cost cuts on inces from the net pro-
international travel, one  ceeds of divisible pool
saw a long list of the cat-  taxes to 57 per cent (2011-
egories of public office 12 onwards) up from 45pe
holders who would be (2009-10). As debt obliga-
entitled to travel busi- tions have continued to
ness class. Whenwe are  rise.

madrasa education
has been considered

formation Technology
(DIT) course for over

Muhammad ‘Wahid,

15, and Abdul Wahid, informal, focusing a year.
13*, are two Afghan mainly on theological The Balochistan
refugees working studies. However, Education Sector Plan

there is a shift taking
place, with students
now being introduced
to STEM subjects as mal education and
well. urged the government
The Wahid broth- to  engage with
ers are enrolled in the madrasas willing to
18-month Alternative = collaborate.
education in the coun- Learning Program “We are providing
try where they were (ALP), an initiative free education to about
born. designed for both Pa- 15,000 school dropouts,
According to the kistani nationals and refugees, and children
latest data from the Afghan  refugees from poor families,”
Pakistan Institute of studying in madra says Nageeb Khilji,

2013-17 emphasized
that religious education
could coexist with for-

part-time in a packag-
ing shop while being
educated at a madrasa
in Pakistan’s south-
western province of
Balochistan. Both
brothers have a strong
desire to pursue higher

Education (PIE), there The program, funded Provincial Coordinafor sess.
are currently26.2 mil- by the European of BESP. “ALP cen-
lion out-of:school chil-  Union and supported ters have been set up

dren (OOSC) in Paki- by UNICEF, allows in 20 districts of

Baloch to address

cated that 25 percent
of refugee children at-
tend public schools in
Pakistan, 21 percent
g0 to private schools,
while 53 percent re-
ceive education in Af-
ghan spec
and madrasas.

Refugees
tinue to face difficul-
ties accessing formal
and higher education in
Pakistan. Challenges
include documentation
requirements, such as
birth certificates or B-
Forms, which many
refugees do not pos-

Idrees,
refugee
Pishin, Balochistan,

sues, highlights the dif-
ficulties refugees face
regarding documenta-
tion requirements
when seeking admis-
sion to educational in-
stitutions in Pakistan.

The Government
of Pakistan also offers
thousands of scholar-
ships for higher edu-
cation to Afghan na-
tionals living in Af-
ghanistan. However,
the number of scholar-
ships and seats avail-
able to refugees in
public-sector universi-
ties is limited.

The DAFI (Albert
Einstein German Aca-
demic Refugee Initia-
tive), run by UNHCR,

s

1 schools

con-

Muhammad
an Afghan
living in

stan, with 3.13 million ~ students to study up to
of them in the middle-school
Balochistan. The level. Currently, 40
province has the high- middle-school centers,
est percentage of including those in
OO0SC in the country. madrasas, operate un-
At the same time, der the Balochistan
approximatelyonemil- Education Support
lion children are en- Program (BESP),
rolled in madrasas educating hundreds of
across Balochistan, children. Javed Mari,
both registered and an ALP tutor at a
unregistered. The PIE madrasa in
report states that there  Hazarganji, Quetta,
are 3,004 registered says, “The program
madrasas in the prov- has had a transforma-
ince with 0.3 million tive impact on
students enrolled. madrasa students,
However, the Direc- helping them transition
torate General of Re- to the 9th grade.”
ligious Education has The program’s ob-
only 506 registered jective is to main-
madrasas on record. stream madrasa stu- Pakistan. However,
Neither government dents into formal edu- nearly 80 percent of
departments nor orga- cation and provide the approximately
nizations have exact them with opportuni- 500,000 school-aged

the gap of OOSC.” for

According to the
UNHCR, there are
2.25 million registered
Afghan refugees in
Pakistan, excluding the
unregistered, with 23
percent of them resid-
ing in Balochistan.
Thousands of refugee
children rely on
madrasa education, as
it provides free reli-
gious schooling, food,
and shelter.

Over the last four have.
decades, around
56,000 refugee chil-
dren have benefited
from UNHCR’s free
education programs in

data on the total num- ties for vocational skills  refugee children lack
ber of madrasas or stu-  training. Abdul and a to primary edu-
dents. Muhammadhavebeen cation. = A 2016

Traditionally, takingaDiplomainln- UNHCR report indi-

the ALP and
UNICEF for providing
quality education and
IT skills.
‘many financial difficul-
ties when my family
moved to Afghanistan
a year ago,”
said. “I want to enroll
in matric afier passing
8th grade from the
madrasa, but schools
are demanding birth
certificates and other
documenls that I don’t

The Balochistan
Board of Intermediate
and Secondary Edu-
cation offers admis-
sion tore;
gees only if they pro-
vide a No Objection
Certificate (NOC)
from the Afghan con-
sulate. Hameedullah
Sherar
based in Balochistan
who covers refugee is.

helps address this issue
by providing fully
finded undergraduate
scholarships to refu-
gees holding Proof of
Registration (POR)
cards. Over 1,700
refugees have ben-
efited from this ter-
tiary-level education
program.

“UNHCR repre-
sentatives avoid giving
on-the-record re-
sponses about rcfugcc
education,
Hameedullah adds.
“The issue of limited
seats and documenta-
tion is indeed a genu-
ine concern that needs
to be resolved.”

Names have
been changed upon
request.

The writer is a fi-
nal-year journalism
student based in
Quetta and tweets
(@khialay.

dhi gramude

“I faced

Idrees

ered refu-

a journalist

Sustainability of digital trade

Hassan Nawaz Sheikh:

of the five core areas on
which Pakistan’s eco-
nomic revival is predi-
cated. Under the aus-
pices of SIFC, invest-
ment opportunities are
available for setting up
special technology
zones (STZs) at seven
prime locations includ-
ing Lahore, Peshawar,
Swat, Abbottabad,
Haripur, Islamabad and
Karachi_ The Ministry of

thority has also been set
up under the Special
Technology Zones Au-
thority Act, 2021 that pro-
vides incentives for STZ
enterprises and zone de-
velopers for 10 years.
These incentives include
tax exemptions under the
Income Tax Ordinance,
2001, and Sales Tax Act,
1990, Capital goods im-
ports are exempt from
taxes. There are no prop-
ertytax obligations. Most

£AKISTAN’S ailing
cconomy is undergoing
a process of revival. The
economic wizards have
placed a lot of bets on IT
in the hope that the enor-
mous potential of this
sector can help alleviate
our economic w
There have been clai)
by former federal IT min-
isters that Pakistan’s IT
exports would reach be-
tween $10 billion to

tunities for our tech en-
trepreneurs. Accord-
ingly, we would need the
following: Digital trade
policy: The term *digital
trade’ has no clear defi-
nition, yet it is believed
to refer to “commerce
enabled by electronic
means in both goods
and services”. The Digi-
tal Trade Principles, as
agreed upon by the G7,
cover five areas: (1) open
digital markets: (2) data

ments at best, whereby,
a conducive environ-
‘ment for setting up busi-
nesses is being pro-
vided. Once IT firms
shift their offices to the
proposed STZs or start-
ups occupy rental
spaces in the buildings
of STZs, the next step
would be to sustain their
existence. How then do
they generate busi-
nesses to ensure sur-
vival? Without business

ever, given how quickly
this sector is expanding,
the domestic regulatory
environment will become
increasingly restrictive,
making it more difficult
for consumers and busi-
nesses to seize some
new and emerging op-
portunities. How are
these problems to be
tackled? How would a
start-up’s performance
not be hampered by
such problems? How will

$20bn from the existing & Tel opportunities
mark of $2.6bn within the ~ also hasa pmjecl for the  profit rcpdlndllun free-
next few years. The establishment of 25 soft- dom is granted. There’s
premise on which these ware technology parks no doubt that the devel-
claims are beingmade s~ (STPs) throughout Paki- opment of STZs/ STPs is

that the IT sector has
been recording consis-
tent upward growth
since the last few years.

The IT industry
cained further focus
when it was picked up by
the newly christened
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council as one

stan by converting pub-
lic-/ privately owned di-
lapidated or non-opera-
tional office buildings/
factories/ warehouses to
provide ITenabled of-
fice spaces to IT and
ITeS companics at af-
fordable rates. A Special
Technology Zones Au-

important to catalyse the
emergence of digital and
IT-related trade as more
and more businesses and
start-ups would be
tempted to move their of-
fices within these zones
to avail tax benefits.
However, these are just
infrastructural develop-

our domestic businesses
deal with cross-border
regulator i

as violations thereof
might restrict their abil-
ity to continue business
with their customers? For
all these key problems
and other related issues,
our country needs to
have a robust and dy-
namic digital trade policy

how can
we achieve the goal of
enhanced IT services

free flow with trust; (3)
safeguards for workers,
onsumers, and busi-
nesses; (4) digital trad-
ing systems, and (5) fair
and inclusive global
governance. While there
is no clear measurement
of this sector, the
Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Development estimates

exports? Without busi-
ness opportunities how
can we achieve the goal
of enhanced IT services
exports? Thus
something is missing.
Having large buildings
does not guarantee busi-
ness activities within

ments: While digital
trade policy would bring
a holistic and competi-
tive edge to our IT en-
trepreneurs so that
they’re able to compete
at the international
digital trade
agreements would bring
them bilateral and pref-
erential market access.
DTAs are just a niche
version of the traditional
free trade agreements.
Whilst Pakistan is strug-
gling to gain benefit
even from the conven-
tional FTA model, the
developed world is mov-
ing swifily towards the
advanced form of an
FTA in the shape of
For instance,
digital trade is a key ele-
ment in the European
Union’s trade policy and
every modern trade

stage,

DTAs.

chapter.  Pak-istan
should, thus, aim to have
a DTA with the EU that
is the world’s largest ex-
porter and importer of
digitally deliverable ser-
vices. Singapore can be
taken as another example
that has already con-
cluded negotiations on
digital economy agree-
ments with Chile, New
Zealand, Austral;
UK and South Korea. So,
the trend of d)g)lal
economy and trade
agreements is definitely
picking up. If our IT en-
trepreneurs can have di-
rect and preferential ac-
cess to developed
economies — through
the medium of DTAs
then we can keep our
hopes high that sustain-
able and continued bus
ness will come our way

those quarters and a it to constitute approxi- inable growthin - agreement that EU has and that would then jus-
longer-term plan is re- mately 25 per cent of the sector. Digital concluded contains a tify the mushroom
quired to create oppor- entire world trade. How- economy/ trade agree- dedicated digital trade growth of STZs.
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Pak-US ties based on shared values,
common ideals: Envoy

WASHINGTON his role in combating solidarity with the
(INP): Pakistan’s Islamophobia. people of Pakistan at
Ambassador to the Speaking on this a most difficult time
United States Rizwan occasion, the Ambas- but he also returned to
Saeed Sheikh has sador said that the two the US Congress to
stated that Pakistan nations, for more than passionately advocate
and the United States seven decades, have for timely assistance.
share long standing collaborated on mul- Besides highlight-
relationship built on tiple fronts, promoting ing and appreciating
shared values, mutual peace. humanitarian causes,
respect and common Advancing eco- Ambassador Rizwan
ideals. nomic development, Saced Sheikh also

He stated this and addressing global lauded Congressman
while addressing an challenges. Green’s invaluable
investiture ceremony Recalling the visit contributions towards
in Washington D.C to  of Congressman Al combating terrorism in
award Congressman Green to I’aklstan dur-  the region and his sup-
Alexander N. Green loods  port for signi: leg-
with the Sitara-i- of 2022, the Ambassa— islative initiatives like
Khidmat for his out- dor observed that Rep-  the Pakistan Enduring
standing contribution resentative Al Green Assistance and Coop-
in strengthening Paki- not only travelled to eration Enhancement
stan-US relations and Pakistan to express his Act of 2009.

On his part, Con-
gressman Al Green
expressed his gratitude
to the government and
the people of Pakistan
for the honor.

While referring to
decades long mutual
cooperation between
the two nations, Con-
gressman Al Green
expressed desire to
continue to build
people to people rela-
tionships.

Recalling his fond
memories of Pakistani
society, Congressman
Al Green said that we
must not allow any
wedge to come be-
tween the people of
Pakistan and USA.

ISLAMABAD Speaker Nauon AssemhlyAyaz Sadiq presiding over h meenng of Treasury & Oppo-
sition members in National Assembly at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Ade eéa ion an Hospi Tmst ,led by the Chairperson of the Trust, Dr.|
[Dina Khan, called on the Presndent Asif Ali Zardan, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Two-Day Workshop on Child Protection
Held in Dalbandin

Riaz Baloch:

DALBANDIN: A
two-day workshop on
child protection, orga-
nized by the Interna-
tional Rescue Commit-
tee (IRC), took place at
the Circuit House, draw-
ing participation from
women, Levies person-
nel, police, teachers, and
lawyers. Abdul Rahim
Kasi, Child Protection
Manager for
Balochistan, empha-
sized the urgent need to
safeguard children from
labor and abuse. Dis-
trict Focal Person Qadir
Sanjrani and other offi-
cials highlighted the
risks children face in ga-
rages, hotels, and
homes, where they are

ties without fear. Partici-
pants discussed various
ues through presen-

to protect vulnerable
children.
The  workshop

demcored the importance
sing awareness to
prevem violence against

Germany implements extended border

checks to combat irregular migration

BERLIN (INP): Germany
moved to tighten border

‘western city of Solingen,
in which the Syrian sus-
controls andcurb irregu- pect had been slated for
lar migrant inflows after deportation but evaded
several suspected Islam-  law
ist attacks sparked pub-
lic

Temporary controls _try”, Faeser said Mon-
along the borders with ~day, adding that it would
Poland, the Czech Re- expand its options for
public and Swllzer]and turning back migrants at
were al the border.

year as concerns over
migration grew again.

The controls would
now be extended to
Germany's other land
borders, with France,
Luxembourg, Belgium,
the Netherlands and
Denmark, the ministry

Since controls were
introduced along large
parts of Germanys east-
emborder in October last
year, around 30,000
people had been refused
entry, Faeser said.

The newly intro-
duced measures would

The attack, claimed
by the Islamic State
group, came just a week
before key regional elec-
tions in eastern Germany
and inflamed the debate
on immigration in the
country.

The far-right, anti-

anger and piled
pressure on the govern-
ment.

Temporary controls
would be extended to
Germany's land borders
with all nine of its EU

the interior said. raise the number of
ministry said in a state- for Germany scored his- The government people sent back to the
ment. toric successes in the has responded to the country they were enter-

These would limit
migration and "protect
against the acute dan-
gers posed by Islami
terrorism and serious
crime", Interior Minister
Nancy Faeser told a
press conference.

Chancellor Olaf
Scholz's government
has faced rising pres-
sure to curb irregular
migrant numbers and
crack down on extrem-
ists after several sus-
pected Islamist attacks.

Late last month,
three people were killed
in aknife rampage in the

IAF officer charged with rape of female officer in Indian
Tllegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (ITOJK)

SRINAGAR (INP):
Police in Indian Nllegally
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir have registered
a case against an Indian
Air Force officer, Wing
Commander
Sehrawat, following a
complaint of rape, men-
tal harassment and
stalking by a female Fly-
ing Officer, posted at Air
Force Station in
Srinagar. The FIR,
lodged at the Police Sta-
tion Budgam under Sec-
tion 376(2) of the Indian
Penal Code, pena:m to

votes in two formerly
communist states, a little
over a year before na-
tional elections.

The extended bor-
der controls, which will
come into force on Sep-
tember 16 for an initial six
months, were notified to
the European Commis-
sion on Monday, the min-
istry said. Germany al-
ready has temporary
controls along its border
‘with Austria, which were
implemented in 2015 to
counter a large influx of
migrants and have stayed
in place since.

alarm caused by the
Solingen attack, also an-
nouncing tighter con-
trols on carrying knives
and tougher rules for il-
legal migrants in Ger-
many. Berlin has also
vowed to step up the ex-
pulsion of asylum seek-
ers convicted of crimes.
Germany returned 28 Af-
ghans late last month for
the first time since the
Taliban returned to
power in August 2021.
The government
was now "doing every-
thing to better protect
the people in our coun-

ing from, Faeser said.
Austria's Interior
Minister Gerhard Karner
however told the German
daily  Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung on
Monday his country
"will not accept people
who are rejected from
Germany".
Domestically,
Scholz's government -- a
coalition between the
Social Democrats, the
Greens and the liberal
FDP -- has faced strong
criticism from opposition
parties calling for more
action on migration.

tions of authority. Ac-
cording to the complaint,
the incident occurred on
December 31,2023, dur-
ingaNew Year's party at
the Officers' Mes:

The female officer,
whose name has been
withheld, said the Wing
Commander Sehrawat
sexually assaulted and
harassed her. She alleged
that he forced her into his
room under the pretext of
collecting a gift and as-
saulted her despite her
repeated pleas to stop
and attempts to resist.

The

bling events following
the assault, including
mishandling of the in-
vestigation, significant
delays, and procedural
lapses. She faced ob-
stacles in reporting the
incident, includinga lack
of timelymedical exami-
nation and biased treat-
ment from the Internal
Committee formed to in-
vestigate the case. The
complaint further alleged
continuous harassment,
including unwarranted
monitoring of her per-
sonal communications
and social i

leading to severe psy-

chological distress and
significant impact on her
mental health. The Police
Station Budgam has a

signed an Inspector-
ranked officer to oversee
the investigation of the
sensitive case. The case
of Wing Commander PK
Sehrawat is a disturbing
reminder that sexual ha-
rassment and assault
continue to plague the
Indian armed forces. Ui

fortunately, such inci-
dents are on the rise,
with numerous cases of
sexual misconduct, ha-
rassment, and assault re-
ported in recent years.

{60 by persons in posi- ported a series of trou-

ISLAMABAD: The anti-terrorism court of Islamabad sent eight people including Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Advocate Shoaib Shaheen to jail on judicial remand after the verdict in the case of]|
attack on the police.

often
physical, montal, and
sexual abuse.

The workshop un-

called for a collective ef-
fort to ensure the safety
cietal understanding and well-being ofall chil-
and offering solutions dren in the region.

The government in Indian state imposes
curfew after ethnic clashes

NEW DELHI (INP): other valley district ons and drone attacks
The government in In- snatched arms from last week, in what po-
dian strife-torn state of police and fired at licecalled a "significant
Manipur imposed a them, the statement escalation” of violence
curfew on Tuesday said. "A police person- in Manipur.
after violent rallies nel was hit on the left Long-standing ten-
staged to condemn the thigh by a live round sions between the
latest round of killings and other police per- Meitei and Kuki com-
in ethnic clashes. sonnel was hit in the munities revolve around
Manipur has been face by an unknown competition for land
rocked by periodic projectile,” it said. and public jobs.
clashes for more than local govern- Rights activists
ayear between the pre- ment notice announced have accused local
dominantly Hindu a "total curfew... witl
Meitei majority and the |mmed|a|e effect until
mainly Christian Kuki further orders".
community, dividing Protesters were
the state into ethnic demanding action
enclaves. At least 11 against insurgenls ac-
people were killed last cused of using "impro-
week as hostilities vised" projectle weap-

tations and charts, fo-
cusing on improving so-

children, providinga safe
environment where they
can report abuses to par-
ents, teachers, or authori-

tween the two commu-
nities erupted again af-
ter months of relative
calm.
The curfew was
imposed in the state
capital Imphal and the
surrounding valley after
student-led protests on
Monday sparked
clashes with police.

Students  "pro-
voked" security officials
protecting the state
governor's residence in
Imphal "by pelting
stones and throwing
plastic bottles", police
said in a statement on
Monday.

Protesters in an-

ruled
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party.

ANKARA. Ambassador DrYousaf Junaid addreasmg the audience on Defence and Martyrs Day
reception held in Ankara. Turkish Minister of Trade Prof Dr Omer Bolat and commander Turkish}
General Staff (TGS) General Metin Gurak and others also presnt.

France beat Belgium with Kolo Muani
and Dembele goals

came into this match
fresh from beating Is-
racl by the same
scoreline.

The outcome was
a source of some relief
for Deschamps after
his side performed
poorly against Italy.

"Obviously I am
really happy with our
reaction, and what we
were able to do against
a very good Belgium
side who posed us
problems in the first 20
minutes, maybe be-
cause we were a bit
restless given the con-
text," said the coach,
whose name was
jeered by some parts of
the crowd when the
teams were  an-
nounced. "But our per-
formance on Friday

was not the worst and
T am not going to say
everything is now
wonderful, that every-
thing has been fixed."

This game was a
repeat of the Euro
2024 last-16 tic which
France won 1-0 in
Duesseldorf thanks to
alate own goal during
what was neverthe-
less a poor campaign.

Les Bleus went
ahead here just before
the half-hour mark,
Kolo Muani applying
the finish after
Dembele's mishit shot
was pushed out by
Belgian goalkeeper
Koen Casteels.

A Belgian side
captained by Kevin
De Bruyne could not
find an equaliser and

LYON (INP): Randal
Kolo Muani and
Ousmane Dembele
scored the goals as
France bounced back
from a disappointing
home loss to Italy at
the weekend by
beating Belgium
2-0 in the UEFA Na-
tions League on Mon-
day. It was not a full-
strength French team
that took to the field
for the game in Lyon,
with captain Kylian
Mbappe dropping out
as one of eight
changes made by
coach Didier
Deschamps.

France lost 3-1 to
Italy in Paris on Fri-
day despite taking the
lead inside 13 sec-
onds, while Belgium

France scored again
on 57 minutes thanks
to a fine individual ef-
fort by Dembele.

The Paris Saint-
Germain winger
skipped inside from
the right wing before
blasting a shot into the
net on his left foot.

Mbappe, Antoine
Griezmann and
Michael Olise were
among the players
who came off the
bench for France in
the second half, as
they saw out a victory
which will boost con-
fidence after the de-
feat by Italy. The Ital-
ians are on top of
Group A2 with six
points out of six after
beating Israel 2-1 on
Monday.
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Supreme Court (SC) rejects review plea in
Monal restaurant case

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Supreme Court (SC) on Tues-
day upheld the decision of
Monal restaurant’s closure by
rejecting a set of petitions seek-
ing to revisit the June 11,2024
order in which the top court
declared all leases and allot-
ments inside the Margalla Hills
National Park (MHNP).
Headed by Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa, a three-judge bench com-
prising Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail and Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan had
taken up a set of petitions
moved by the Monal Group of
Companies, the Capital View
Point Restaurant (La Mon-
tana), Sunshine Heights (Pvt)
Ltd, and by Brig retired Falak
Naz Bangash of the defence

ministry.

The decision reserved on
September 6 was pronounced
by the Supreme Court today.
The apex court upheld its de-
cision of closure of Monal res-
taurant, Sunshine Heights and
La Montana restaurant

The Supreme Court
through its March 21 judge-
ment had ordered the Capital
Development  Authority
(CDA) to file a list of leases in
the Margalla Hills National
Park (MHNP).

Later, the Supreme Court
office issued notices to the pe-
titioners on April 22,2024, and
then passed an order on June
11, in which the court declared
all such allotments contrary to
the provisions of the Islamabad
'Wildlife (Protection, Preserva-

jobs to the staff of restaurant

judge remarked.

tion, Conservation and Man-

agement) Ordinance 1979.
On August 15, Supreme
Court (SC) issued a contempt
of court notice to Malik
Lugman Ali Afzal, the owner
of the Monal Restaurant, lo-
cated at Margalla Hills.
Hearing a case related to
commercial activities at
Margalla Hills National Park,
CJP Justice Qazi Faez Isa re-
marked, that the owner of res-
taurant assured the court about
the closure of the hotel, but now
he is doing ‘propaganda’
against justice on TV.
Why he did not appear
before court today, the CJP
asked. Ali Afzal should give

to his other eateries, the top

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb in a meet-|
ing with Chairman Board of Directors K-Electric.

By 2030, up to 50% cars in Pakistan will
have some form of electrification: Report

ISLAMABAD (INP): “By 2030,
upto 50% of all cars sold in Paki-
stan will have some form of elec-
trification in line with global tar-
gets,” said a spokesman for BYD
Pakistan, a joint venture between
Chinese EV magnate BYD and
Pakistani auto group Mega Mo-
tors. Just last month, BYD an-
nounced its entry into the Paki-
stani market, with BYD Pakistan
launched three models for sale as
well as plans to open an assem-
bly plant in the country in early
2026, according to a report pub-
lished by Gwadar Pro on Tues-
day. Kamran Kamal, CEO of
HUBCO, the parent company of
Mega Motors, stressed in an in-
terview, “I think the conversion
rate of NEVs will be as high as
50% by then.”
Abrar Polani,

nese Private Sector lately released

tives aimed at supporting the EV
ing sector.

3
2

N
Policy Institute (SDPI) showed
that it will cost about USD 57 bil-
lion to achieve the overall decar-
bonization of Pakistan’s transpor-
tation industry, of which USD 29-
30 billion will be needed for the
electrification of transportation
vehicles, and USD 2-3 billion for
the construction of supporting
infrastructure.

According to the report, the
expanding Electric Vehicle (EV)
market in Pakistan offers promis-
ing opportunities for Chinese in-
vestors, particularly in alignment
with CPEC’s focus on business-
to business engagements.

Additionally, the short-term
uptake of EVs in Pakistan pre-
sents_opportunities for loca
in the

LA

aummouve industry analyst at
Arif Habib Limited,

electric two-and three-wheeler

that a 30% penetration rate of
NEVs in this country by 2030 is
achievable, but achieving a 50%
target may be more challenging
due to infrastructure barriers.

In response, the Pakistani
government plans to take incen-
tives to meet the challenge. As the
Pakistani government is consid-
ering providing affordable elec-
tricity for electric vehicle charg-
ing stations, the country’s Minis-
try of Power has begun drafting
standards for electric vehicle
charging stations.

A report titled Low Carbon
Development in Pakistan: Oppor-
tunities and Challenges for Chi-

gments, and for
charging infrastructure.

“The global electric vehicle
(EV) market is experiencing expo-
nential growth with projections in-
dicating an increase from 1 1.3 mil-
lion in 2020 to 51.7 million by 2025,
and a ;laggermg 144.3 million by
2030 (International Energy
Agency2024) Similarly, Pakistan
shows immense potential for EV
adoption, supported by initiatives
such as the National Electric Ve-
hicle Policy2019 (EV Policy) and
the Auto Industry Development
and Export Policy 2021 2026
(AIDEP).” Under the AIDEP,
manufacturers are offered a com-
prehensive array of fiscal incen-

These incentives include
customs duty reductions on EV-
specific parts, fixed sales tax rates

ISLAMABAD Members of National Assembly Muhammad Siddiqui Khsm Bnlnch and Abdul Rahman|

Khan Kanju call on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Gilani challenges NAB jurisdiction in
Toshakhana case

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former Prime Minister Yusuf
Raza Gilani has challenged the
Jjurisdiction of the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB)
and the Accountability Court
in the Toshakhana reference
case against him, President
Asif Ali Zardari, and former
Premier Nawaz Sharif.

The hearing took place in
Accountability Court No 3 un-
dcr Judge Abid Sajjad on Tues-

Gllam 's lawyer argued that
following the restoration of
certain amendments, the Ac-
countability Court and NAB no
longer have the authority to
hear this case.

In response to the chal-
lenge, Judge Abid Sajjad issued
a notice to NAB, asking it to
clarify whelher the
Toshakhana case falls under its
jurisdiction. The court has ad-
Jjourned the hearing until Sep-
tember 26, pending NAB's re-
sponse.

The reference filed by
NAB accuses Yusuf Raza
Gilani of providing illegal ben-
efits to Asif Ali Zardari and
Nawaz Sharif by allowing
them to retain vehicles gifted
by various foreign states and
dignitaries.

The reference alleges that
Gilani, through dishonest and
illegal means, relaxed the pro-
cedures for submitting and dis-
posing of these gifts in the
Toshakhana, enabling the re-
tention of the vehicles against

a nominal payment of 15% of

their total value.

Further, the reference
states that Asif Ali Zardari
made payments for the ve-
hicles through the Omni
Group’s chief executive and
his son, with no plausible justi-
fication provided for these
transactions.

NAB’s investigation es-
tablished that these payments
were linked to 1lleg|l|.male laun-
dered proceeds the

accused.

The reference also claims
that Gilani, in collusion with
Zardari and Nawaz, illegally
altered the rules governing the
acceptance and disposal of
gifts, which specifically prohibit
the purchase of vehicles by
recipients. This misuse of au-
thority allegedly caused a
wrongful loss to the national
exchequer.

According to NAB, during
his presidency, AsifAli Zardari
accepted vehicles as gifts from
the United Arab Emirates in
2005 and from Libya in 2008,
but failed to report or deposit

these vehicles in  the
Toshakhana, prioritising per-
sonal gain.

Meanwhile, Nawaz Sharif,
who did not hold public office
in 2008, is accused of illegally
acquiring benefits in conniv-
ance with Gilani by circum-
venting the established proce-
dures for accepting and dispos-
ing of gifts.

for locall: two and
three wheelers, and waivers of
sales tax at the import stage for
electric two and three-wheelers.

Additionally, import tariffs for
electric buses, trucks, and prime
movers are set at a mere one per
cent. Such incentives are not only
attractive for manufacturers but
also for consumers, especially
considering that import duties on
non-electric vehicles in Pakistan
can soar up to 300 per cent for
luxury vehicles.

Apart from charging piles,
another important equipment, bat-
teries, has also become a key area
for Chinese companies to target
this South Asian market.

Not long ago, Hexing Electri-
cal Group, a prominent Chinese
business conglomerate, has an-
nounced its plans to establish a
manufacturing facility in
Pakistan’s renewable energy sec-
tor. The plant will focus on pro-
ducing inverters and batteries,
‘markinga significant milestone as
the first of its kind in the country.

Minister for Privatization
Abdul Aleem Khan warmly wel-
comed the investment plar.

Transferring new energy in-
dustries from China to Pakistan,
he added, would be a significant
step towards enhanc ing related
industrial growth, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Tuesday.

Ambush on parliament exposed "fake"
PML-N govt: Barrister Dr Saif

PESHAWAR (INP): The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has con-
demned the government's actions
following an ambush on parlia-
ment, calling it a betrayal of de-
mocracyand accusing the current
administration of fascist tactics.
Advisor to the Chief Minis-
ter of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Bar-
rister Dr Saif, expressed the
party’s resolve to resist what he
termed the "fascism of the fake
government,” which he claims
only serves to strengthen the re-
solve of PTI leaders and support-

ers. Saif criticized the
government's crackdown, stating
that last night marked the "funeral
of democracy," with lawlessness
prevailing throughout the halls of
Islamal

He alleged that an ambush on
the Parliament was grounded last
night and that honourable mem-
bers were forcibly arrested while
the Speaker of the National As-
sembly, Ayaz Sadiq, passively
observed.

The advisor of the CM com-
pared the situation to the worst

instances of dictatorship, con-
demning the disrespect shown to
lawyers and parliamentarian:

“The success of a meeting is
a sign of ill-feeling,” Saif re-
marked, indicating  the
government's actions were not
onlyundemocralic but also fuelled
by mal

Saxfaﬁirmed PTI's commit-
ment its struggle, de-

Renowned dining destination ‘Monal’ clos

permanently today amid court ruling
ISLAMABAD (INP): Monal

Restaurant, a renowned dining
destination nestled at the foot-
hills of the Margalla Hills, has
officially closed its doors today
‘Wednesday following the Apex
Court order. The closure
marks the end of an era for
both locals and tourists who
frequented the establishment
for its panoramic views of
Islamabad's night lights.

The dispute over Monal
Restaurant's ownership and
operational rights began sev-
eral years ago, involving the
Capital Development Author-
ity (CDA) and a military orga-
nization. Earlier, the Supreme
Court gave three months' time
to the management of Monal

Restaurant. After this time, the
owner of Monal Restaurant
gave the date of September 11
to the Supreme Court. Today
is September 11 and Monal
estaurant will be closed.

Initially, the CDA received
rental income from the restau-
rant. However, a claim from
the military organization later
shifted the rent to them. This
conflict escalated and ulti-
mately reached the Supreme
Court, which issued a final de-
cision  mandating  the
restaurant's closure.

Despite being one of the
most expensive yet popular din-
ing spots in Islamabad, Monal
Restaurant drew significant
crowds, necessitating ad-

vanced bookings for a table.

Its allure was not just in its
cuisine but in the breathtaking
nighttime vistas of the federal
capital, which attracted both
locals and foreign visitors.

In recent weeks, social
media buzzed with calls for the
restaurant to remain open, re-
flecting its cherished status
among patrons. However, the
Supreme Court's decision, up-
held as final, has brought the
restaurant's storied chapter to
a close. The closure of Monal
Restaurant signifies a signifi-
cant change in the landscape
of Islamabad's dining and en-
tertainment scene, leaving
many to reflect on the loss of
a beloved venue.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman PM Steering Committee & Federal Minister for Communications,
[Privatization & Board of Investment Abdul Aleem Khan presided meeting on Gems Stones.

claring that the fight would per-
sistuntil the release of Khan,
the party's founder and former
Prime Minister.

B
ISLAMABAD: Preslden! Awami National Party (ANP) Sennu)rAmml Wali Khan called on Federal
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi.

Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Police 13
outlaws arrested, weapons recovered

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police apprehended 13
outlaws from different areas
of the city during the last 24
hours and recovered drugs, and
weapons with ammunition
from their possession.

AnICT police public rela-
tions officer said that, follow-
ing the special directions of
Inspector General of Police
(IG) police Islamabad Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi, the Islamabad Po-
lice has intensified crackdown
against the criminal elements
in order to eliminate the crime
from the city.

Following these directions,
the Secretariat police team ar-
rested three accused namely
Fida Hussain, Azhar Abbasi
and Khalid Mehmood and re-

covered one 30 bore pistol and
1545 gram heroin from their
possession, he said.

Likewise, the Industrial
Area police team arrested two
accused namely Amir and
Nasir Abbas and recovered
one 30 bore pistol and one iron
punch from their possession, he
added.

He said the Koral police
team arrested an accused
namely Abrar Ansar and re-
covered one rifle with ammu-
nition from his possession.

Moreover, the Shahzad
Town police team arrested an
accused namely Ishtiaq
Ahmed and recovered murder
tool knife from his possession,
he added.

He said the Bani Gala po-
lice team arrested two accused

namely Zahid Gul and Ahmed
Gul and recovered one 30 bore
pistol and 667 gram hashish
from his possession.

Cases have been regis-
tered against the nabbed ac-
cused and further investigation
is underway, he said.

He said during the crack-
down against proclaimed of-
fenders and absconders, the
Islamabad Police teams ar-
rested four absconders and tar-
get offenders from various ar-
eas of the city.

DIG Islamabad directed
the police officers to further
intensify the crackdown against
the criminal elements. “Safety
and security of the citizens is
our foremost priority and no
laxity will be tolerated in this
regard”




