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Death Toll Rises to
Three in ATF Vehicle
Attack on Zhob-D.I.

Khan Route
From Our Correspondent:

Zhob: In a tragic incident
earlier today on the Zhob-Dera
Ismail Khan route, terrorists
opened fire on an Anti-Terrorism
Force (ATF) vehicle, resulting in
the martyrdom of three person-
nel. Initially, one ATF member
was reported martyred, but two
more succumbed to their injuries
later. One personnel remains
injured.

The assailants fled the
scene immediately after the
attack. Police and Levies forces
swiftly reached the spot to
secure the area and initiate an
investigation. Security measures
have been tightened in the
region to prevent further
incidents and ensure the safety
of the public.

Authorities are actively
pursuing the perpetrators and
have urged the community to
remain vigilant and report any
suspicious activities.

The attack underscores the
ongoing security challenges in
the region and the need for
continued vigilance and
cooperation between security
forces and the public.

300 Fishermen From Gwadar To
Get Training In Korea

From Our Correspondent:

GWADAR: In a significant step
toward improving the fishing
industry in Balochistan, 300
fishermen from Gwadar and
other coastal areas are set to
receive modern training in Ko-
rea. The initiative comes under
the Foreign Seasonal Training
Program, which aims to equip
local fishermen with advanced
techniques to boost their pro-
ductivity and economic pros-
pects.

This decision follows the dedi-
cated efforts of Parliamentary
Secretary of Fisheries, Barkat
Ali Rind, and Secretary of Fish-
eries, Javed Anwar Shahwani.
The program aims to send over
1,000 fishermen abroad for train-
ing over the coming months.

Barkat Ali Rind highlighted the
importance of the initiative, stat-
ing, “This training will revolu-
tionize our fishing industry by
empowering local fishermen

with modern skills and tech-
nologies, allowing them to
compete globally. Our coastal
communities stand to benefit
tremendously.”

Javed Anwar Shahwani empha-
sized the broader impact on the
region’s economy, saying, “The
foreign training will not only en-
hance individual capabilities
but also improve the overall
quality of the fishing sector in
Balochistan.

This will lead to sustainable
growth and greater exports,
benefiting our local communi-
ties and the provincial
economy.”

This initiative is expected to bring
long-term benefits to the
coastal population of
Balochistan, providing them
with the expertise needed to
optimize resources and contrib-
ute to the region’s economic de-
velopment.

File photo: Fisheries department seized four illegal trawlers in
Gwadar: Photo provided by fisheries department Balochistan

Engagement necessary despite issues with
Afghanistan: Munir Akram

Rallies aren't the priority; improving economic
conditions is: PM Shehbaz Sharif

NEWS DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has issued a
statement addressing the
country's political and eco-
nomic situation.

The Prime Minister stated that the
public has rejected divisive
politics and prioritised im-
provements in economic poli-
cies.

The people want relief from infla-
tion, solutions to their prob-
lems, and economic recovery,"
he said

Shehbaz emphasised that instead
of filling arenas for rallies

The focus should be on improv-
ing the economic conditions of
the people, Express News re-
ported.

He added that rallies can be held
in 2028, but now is the time to
work hard to fulfill the prom-
ises made to the public.

The Prime Minister pointed out
that economic recovery is tied
to political stability. Political
chaos would hinder the pro-
cess of providing relief to the

people.
 He stressed that national unity is

essential for strengthening
political stability, which will
guarantee Pakistan’s bright
economic future and relief from
inflation.

He further stated that the nation,
political parties, institutions,
and provinces must work to-
gether to address economic
challenges and terrorism.

More time cannot be wasted on
political chaos, as it is not in
the country’s interest.

Shehbaz expressed gratitude for
the drop in inflation back to
single digits and improving
economic conditions, citing in-
creases in exports, remittances,
a stable rupee, and lower inter-
est rates as clear signs of eco-
nomic progress.

He emphasised that the real suc-
cess would be if this is the last
IMF program Pakistan needs.

He concluded by saying that in-
sults, violence, and chaos will
not improve the economy or

society, and every province
and institution must play its
part in solving the public’s
problems.

The Prime Minister's statement on
the country's domestic issues
comes ahead of his address to
the 79th session of the United
Nations General Assembly tak-
ing place from September 23 to
27 in New York.

The premies, earlier during the
day, had landed in London for
a stopover after departing from
Pakistan.

Upon landing at Heathrow Airport
on Saturday evening, he was
seen heading to his apartment
near Edgware Road in central
London.

According to the Foreign Office
spokesperson, the Prime Min-
ister will meet with global lead-
ers, including the UN Secre-
tary-General and the President
of the General Assembly, and
participate in meetings on the
rising sea levels and leadership
for peace.

Prime Minister states that the public has rejected divisive politics and prioritised
improvements in economic policies

PMDC Rejects MDCAT Paper Leak,
Result soon

Islamabad, Pakistan: The Paki-
stan Medical and Dental Coun-
cil (PMDC) has dismissed ru-
mors of a leaked paper for the
Medical and Dental College Ad-
mission Test (MDCAT) held on
September 22, 2024. Despite al-
legations circulating on social
media, the PMDC and the Dow
University of Health Sciences
have categorically denied any
such incident.

A total of 167,744 students regis-
tered for the MDCAT this year,

with Punjab having the highest
number of applicants. To ensure
the integrity of the exam, the
PMDC implemented strict secu-
rity measures, including Section
144 enforcement and surveil-
lance technology.

While the exact date for the
MDCAT 2024 results has not
been officially announced, the
PMDC has indicated that results
are expected by September 30.
This timeline aligns with the
council’s policy of allowing ad-

mitting universities a maximum
of 10 days to upload official re-
sults.

Posts circulating on Social media
by mdcat aspirants claim that
Dow mdcat was leaked from
larkana last night.

However, The Dow University of
Health Sciences has officially
declared a leaked paper circu-
lating on social media regarding
the Medical and Dental College
Admission Test MDCAT as
fake.

Blast Targets Security Forces
Vehicle in Kharan,

Balochistan; Seven Injured
From Our Correspondent:

Kharan: A blast targeted a
vehicle of the security forces in
the Kharan district of Balochistan,
leaving at least seven people in-
jured.

The incident occurred near
Didag Hotel Chowk, where mis-
creants lobbed a hand grenade at
the forces’ vehicle before fleeing
the scene.

The injured were rushed to a
nearby hospital for immediate
medical attention.

Police quickly reached the
spot to secure the area and begin

an investigation into the attack.
Security has been heightened in
the region to prevent further inci-
dents and ensure public safety.

Authorities are actively pur-
suing the perpetrators and have
called on the community to remain
vigilant and report any suspicious
activities.

This attack highlights the
ongoing security challenges in
Balochistan and the need for con-
tinued vigilance and cooperation
between security forces and the
public.

FBR to seek intelligence agencies'
help to monitor corruption

NESS DESK: The Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) has de-
cided to enlist the help of intelli-
gence agencies to track down of-
ficers involved in corruption.

FBR Chairman Rashid
Mahmood Langrial announced
that a strict reward and punish-
ment system would be enforced
within the organisation to improve
accountability, Express news re-
ported. Addressing senior tax of-
ficers (grade 17 and above) at FBR
headquarters, Rashid Mahmood
outlined key points of the board's
new reform plan.

He revealed that financial in-
centives for officers demonstrat-
ing exceptional performance had
already been approved, with fur-
ther improvements to the reward
system planned.

Currently, FBR provides quar-

terly rewards to officers with out-
standing performance, but this
structure will be enhanced.

Rashid Mahmood stressed
that corruption will not be toler-
ated in the tax department and
made it clear that law enforcement
agencies would closely monitor
any officers found engaging in
corrupt activities. Those found
guilty will face severe conse-
quences. In addition to tackling
internal corruption, the FBR chair-
man disclosed that additional
measures would be taken against
tax evaders. The FBR will be given
expanded powers to amend laws
concerning the exchange of infor-
mation with financial institutions.

Rashid Mahmood also re-
vealed plans to establish model
tax offices and digital enforcement
stations.

2 Dead Bodies
 Recovered in

Kharan District,
Balochistan

From Our Correspondent:

KHARAN: Two dead
bodies were recovered from the
Maskan Kalat tehsil of Kharan
district in Balochistan, Levies
sources reported on Sunday.
The identities of the deceased
have not yet been confirmed,
but they are said to belong to
the Sindh province.

The bodies were shifted to
the district hospital, where a
large number of people gath-
ered. Authorities have yet to
determine the motive behind the
deaths. No official statement has
been released regarding the
circumstances surrounding the
incident.

Further investigations are
underway to uncover the
details, and local authorities are
expected to provide updates as
more information becomes
available.
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Incomplete Polio Vaccinations in Balochistan Linked
to Frontline Worker-Parent Nexus

Syed Ali Shah:

 A  disturbing

trend has emerged in
Balochistan, where a
nexus between some
frontline health work-
ers and parents is lead-
ing to the incomplete
vaccination of chil-
dren, leaving them vul-
nerable to the poliovi-
rus. This issue is con-
tributing to the rising
number of polio cases
in the province, with
Balochistan reporting
12 out of the 15 cases
recorded across Paki-
stan this year.

According to
sources within the pro-
vincial health depart-
ment, some frontline
workers are report-
edly colluding with

parents, agreeing to
vaccinate only a por-
tion of the children in
a household. In some
instances, out of four
children, only two re-
ceive the polio vac-
cine, significantly
weakening the overall
effectiveness of the
vaccination cam-
paigns, the sources
mentioned. This negli-
gent practice is seen as
a major factor in the
recent surge in polio
cases, raising alarm
among health officials
and the broader com-
munity, they noted.

The resurgence of
polio in Balochistan is
particularly troubling
given the extensive re-
sources and efforts in-

vested in eradicating
the disease.

 Despite these ef-
forts, the province has
become a hotspot for
new polio cases, with
the virus continuing to
circulate in communi-
ties where vaccination
rates are compro-
mised.

Background:
Pakistan is one of

the few countries in
the world where polio
remains endemic, and
Balochistan has been a
focal point in the battle
against the virus. In re-
cent years, the govern-
ment, in collaboration
with international orga-
nizations such as
UNICEF and the
World Health Organi-

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for
 Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Kakar:

Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alarming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment,
and infant and maternal
mortality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment. The unmatched
policies and irrelevant
development strategies,
along with poor gover-
nance, have resulted in
extreme underdevelop-
ment of the province.
Though the bleak pic-
ture of the province is
noticeable to all deci-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
ing critical poverty lev-
els in red, Balochistan’s
political and intellectual
spheres remain sharply
divided.

Balochistan’s
Political And
Intellectual
Spheres Di-

vided
Amidst the current

devastating scenario in
the province,
Balochistan’s political
and intellectual spheres
are sharply divided.
Supporters of the latter
viewpoint draw upon
global examples of suc-
cessful development
strategies, particularly
the establishment of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in various na-
tions.

Learning from glo-
bal case studies, the po-
tential of Balochistan as
a resource-rich province
with vast ecological and
topographic diversity,
coupled with its strate-
gic location, warrants a
paradigm shift towards
infrastructure develop-
ment and economic
growth. It is evident that
uplifting the economic
status of the populace
will pave the way for the

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help
approaches. Failure to
adapt to this evolving
development approach
over the past 70 years
serves as a stark re-
minder of the need for
change.

Potentials of
the Province
Ensure the
Success of

SEZ
Balochistan, often

referred to as the “fruit
basket” of Pakistan,
stands out as a resource-
rich province boasting
the largest landscape
and the longest coast-
line spanning 770 kilome-
ters. Despite its un-
tapped wealth in various
minerals, Balochistan re-
mains underdeveloped.
Its diverse ecological
and topographic zones
allow for the experience
of different seasons si-
multaneously, with in-
habitants enjoying both
the coldest and hottest
regions in the province
within one division.

Deng Xiaoping was
impressed by the unbe-
lievable emergence of
development in
Singapore quoted once
that when visited Lee
Kuan and asked how I
can make China as
Singapore and his re-
sponse was to establish
the SEZs and affirmed
the establishment of one
thousand SEZs in China.

The province’s stra-
tegic location grants it
access to two interna-
tional borders with Iran
and Afghanistan. Its rich
resources, including
minerals, natural gas,
agriculture, livestock,
forests, and fisheries,
offer a solid foundation
for intensifying the em-
phasis on Special Eco-

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potentials not
only justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve as a
guarantee of their suc-
cess.

SEZs The Only
Option

Ensuring the full
operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) already identified
commenced in
Balochistan stands out
as the foremost priority
area for intervention. The
establishment of small
and medium-scale indus-
tries within these zones
will not only create em-
ployment opportunities
but also incentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering urbanization.
This industrial growth at
the grassroots level will
facil itate the much-
needed trickle-down ef-
fect,  addressing the
pressing needs of the
populace.

The momentum for
expediting the establish-
ment of industries is be-
ing further strengthened
by the concurrent devel-
opment of private hous-
ing schemes announced
and currently under con-
struction by the real es-
tate dealers. These initia-
tives will compel the
working class to seek
improved living stan-
dards, thereby enhanc-
ing the overall quality of
life in Balochistan.

Urbaniza-
tion promotion
and establish-
ment of new

cities
Addressing the

challenge of scattered
population in
Balochistan is para-
mount to ensure effec-
tive social and infrastruc-

ture development. The
dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit costs
of development and
maintenance of services.
Moreover, it contributes
to the prevailing law and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political insurgencies
and religious terrorism.

To address this
challenge, the establish-
ment of new cities and
towns across the prov-
ince is essential. How-
ever, given the budget-
ary constraints and the
heavy investment re-
quired for establishing
new cities, leveraging
the existing SEZs areas
as new cities presents a
viable solution. The de-
velopment of these
SEZs into fully func-
tional urban centers with
basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
climatic disasters such
as earthquakes, floods,
and droughts, as wit-
nessed in areas like
Ziarat, the Green Belt,
Gider (Kalat), and Pishin.

Transforming SEZs
into new cities not only
addresses the challenge
of scattered population
but also provides a stra-
tegic opportunity to spur
economic growth and
development in
Balochistan. It facilitates
urbanization, enhances
access to services and
infrastructure, and con-
tributes to stability and
security in the region.
Therefore, prioritizing
the development of
these SEZs into new ur-
ban hubs can be a game-
changer for
Balochistan’s sustain-
able development

agenda.

Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private

sectors
The Government of

Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing on
thematic areas such as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etly dwindling by the ap-
pointment of heads from
junior officials who lack
the influence to navigate
bureaucratic hurdles or
garner support  from
higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges
by not providing an en-
abling environment for
these officials.

To address these is-
sues, it is imperative to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

 These individuals
should possess local
knowledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au-
thorities within the gov-
ernment. This approach
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clout and influence to
drive meaningful
progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles
effectively.

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special  Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming of
Balochistan at the na-
tional level.

Hybrid pitfalls for PML-N
BY Abbas Nasir:

HYBRID set-

ups have internal power
struggle built into them.
Like me, if you find
some of the statements
confusing — signalling
differences of opinion
within the top tiers of
the major political par-
ties — you must deter-
mine whether this is a
precursor to something
dramatic or merely a
struggle to create some
elbow room in the
straitjacket these par-
ties find themselves in.

Apologies for the
mouthful above. Before
you give up on this col-
umn and move on to
the next, let me explain
what I am trying to say.
Just as the PML-N is
contributing to the
establishment’s ever-
expanding footprint (as
did the PTI before it),
it is also clear the party
isn’t exactly content
with the status quo.

Don’t you con-
sider it bizarre that

while Shehbaz Sharif is
the prime minister and
party supremo Nawaz
Sharif ’s daughter
Maryam Nawaz holds
the reins to Pakistan’s
biggest province, with
over 50 per cent of the
country’s population
and votes, senior lead-
ers such as Rana
Sanaullah and Javed
Latif continue to moan
and groan about how
the ‘real’ power is
vested elsewhere?

If Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif func-
tions as a junior part-
ner in a hybrid regime,
where he takes the back
seat in key areas such
as the economy, law
and order, and control
of all federal law-en-
forcement/ investiga-
tion/ intelligence agen-
cies, surely he can’t be
happy governing with
these and other con-
straints.

The PML-N isn’t
alone in this struggle
for space as similar

mixed signals come al-
most daily from the PTI
as well.

For instance, the
party’s favourite candi-
date for finance minis-
ter could make it only
to the foreign ministry,
while a rank outsider,
who was elected sena-
tor from Punjab by the
PML-N but didn’t
bother to reciprocate by
joining it, is the interior
czar.

The prime
minister’s niece and
Punjab chief executive
appeared reluctant to
allow the transfer of a
police officer serving as
Lahore’s top cop to
Islamabad Police as its
chief, merely because it
was so willed by the in-
terior minister. Every-
one knows where he
draws his power from
and, therefore, he pre-
vailed. His denial of any
friction with the prime
minister didn’t change
the reality. Both
Shehbaz Sharif and

Maryam Nawaz ap-
peared helpless and
couldn’t stop this
policeman’s transfer.

Such slights might
be an integral part of
hybrid regimes, which
politicians willingly ac-
cept as they feel their
political future and lon-
gevity in office hinges
on them. Still, it must
be hurtful.

So how do they air
their disappointment
while, at the same time,
keeping onside their
establishment benefac-
tors? Well, they let the
Rana Sanaullahs and
Javed Latifs hold forth
about who is who in
the country’s power
structure and point out
its flaws. Obviously, all
this is done in the hope
of exerting some pres-
sure on the powers that
be for a few conces-
sions, so a little space
is secured in decision-
making.

They may have de-
cided to ride on the

coat-tails of the estab-
lishment to power, but
they also understand
that in the ultimate
analysis whatever po-
litical capital is at stake
it is theirs alone to lose.
Ergo, the quest for a
little more elbow room.

As it is, any upturn
in the economy will be
credited to the military-
steered SIFC and any
fallout from the IMF-
mandated belt-tighten-
ing, inflation and unem-
ployment will fall
squarely on the PML-
N’s shoulders, further
eroding its electoral
prospects whenever
the next elections are
held.

The PML-N isn’t
alone in this struggle for
space as similar mixed
signals come almost
daily from the PTI as
well,  with one top
leader talking of politi-
cal reconciliation one
day and being shot
down by others in the
party the next. One

moment, you hear a
party stalwart saying
there is no point in talk-
ing to other political
parties, and that dia-
logue can only take
place with the real rul-
ers such as

‘the army chief and
the DG ISI’, and the
next moment he is con-
tradicted by Imran
Khan himself.

As far as the estab-
lishment is concerned,
it appears to have one
unambiguous message:
it isn’t interested in a
dialogue or in offering
any other concession to
the PTI that gives
Imran Khan more
space than he already
commands on account
of his sizable public
support. It is a zero-
sum game with the PTI.

Therefore, the es-
tablishment is happy to
lead a hybrid regime be-
cause it hopes that it is
the safest bet to revive
the economy, which it
identified as an existen-

tial threat to the coun-
try and, by implication,
to itself. Unless some
dramatic development
forces a change in its
approach, this senti-
ment will prevail.

In Pakistan’s case,
this ‘dramatic develop-
ment’ could well come
in the shape of the next
chief justice or the
chief of army staff if
there are no hitherto
undisclosed extension
plans, as in a country
which has seen the sys-
tematic, single-minded
destruction of institu-
tions, appointments to
the top slots of key in-
stitutions assume great
significance.

I am afraid this
trend will continue till
political parties, with-
out exception, abandon
their pursuit of short-
cuts to corridors of
power through partner-
ships with extra-parlia-
mentary forces and
start relying on the sup-
port of their electorate

alone to get into gov-
ernment.

My guess is that,
given that any such
fundamental change
isn’t likely in the fore-
seeable future, hybrids
of one sort or another
— ie, with one perma-
nent player and a re-
volving door policy to
choose the junior part-
ner — will continue,
regardless of the con-
sequences. So expect a
lot more of meaning-
less, often combative
rhetoric that leads to
nowhere.

For the love of my
beloved land, where
some 40pc of the
population lives below
the poverty line, where
a staggering 26 million
children are out of
school and where ba-
sic health facilities and
potable water are like
gold dust, I earnestly
hope that even this
deeply flawed system is
able to deliver some
basics to the people.

A Vital Move to Protect Marine
Ecosystems Amid Global Challenges

Editorial:

The Government of Balochistan’s decision to designate  Charna Island as
Pakistan’s second Marine Protected Area (MPA) marks a critical milestone in
the country’s efforts to safeguard marine biodiversity. This proactive step,
approved by the provincial cabinet, has been met with praise from environ-
mentalists, conservationists, and the global community. It’s a reminder of the
vital need to protect our oceans as we grapple with the increasingly dire im-
pacts of global warming and climate change.

Charna Island, a coral reef habitat rich in biodiversity, will now receive the
protection it urgently needs. This area is home to various species of fish,
marine plants, and coral that play an essential role in maintaining the ecologi-
cal balance of the province. By declaring this zone an MPA, Balochistan is
sending a strong message that marine conservation is not just a regional prior-
ity but a national one, considering the growing threats to marine life from rising
ocean temperatures and pollution.

This move follows the earlier designation of Astola Island as Pakistan’s
first MPA in 2017, creating a legacy of marine protection. Together, Astola and
Charna form key conservation sites off the Balochistan coast. These islands
also serve as a lifeline for local communities, especially those involved in
fishing. Overfishing and environmental degradation have placed a strain on
local livelihoods, and MPAs can help sustain fish stocks and ensure long-term
economic viability for the people who rely on these waters.

Afia Salam, a prominent environmentalist, commended the government’s
decision, highlighting the urgency of preserving fragile marine ecosystems,
particularly in the face of global environmental challenges. “Charna Island’s
protection is a step in the right direction,” Salam said. “The significance of this
decision cannot be overstated, as it sets the tone for future conservation
efforts.”

As Pakistan continues to confront the impacts of climate change—rising
sea levels, extreme weather patterns, and increasing ocean acidification—pro-
tecting marine ecosystems like Charna Island becomes even more crucial. MPAs
offer refuge for biodiversity, allowing ecosystems to recover and adapt to
changing conditions brought on by global warming.

However, the designation of MPAs alone is not enough. It is vital that the
Balochistan government, local communities, and conservation groups col-
laborate to ensure the sustainability of these protected zones. Enforcement of
regulations, community involvement, and continued funding for research and
conservation initiatives are essential to the success of these efforts.

Charna Island’s protection stands as a beacon of hope in Pakistan’s
broader conservation landscape, a necessary move in the global fight to pre-
serve our planet’s ecosystems amidst an ever-worsening climate crisis.

Clashing realities
BY Tariq Khosa:

HOW to restrain a

powerful, overweening
and tyrannical state is
the key challenge we
face today. The institu-
tions of restraint on ex-
ecutive excesses are the
rule of law and demo-
cratic accountability.
The mood of discontent
is writ large as we wit-
ness the politics of hu-
bris and humiliation. The
powerful have rigged the
system to perpetuate
their privileges. The toxic
brew of hubris reflects a
dystopian saga.

However, to govern
a democratic society re-
quires contending with
disagreement,  said
Michael Sandel in The
Tyranny of Merit. Poli-
tics, for some of us, in the
words of Ben Ansell,
“signals the distasteful,
venal conniving of poli-
ticians”, but fundamen-
tally, politics “is about
how we make collective
decisions”. It is impor-
tant to manage “inevi-
table disagreements”.
This is why “we can’t
avoid politics or wish it
away”, Ansell writes in
Why Politics Fails.

Elections have win-
ners and losers, but their
legitimacy through a fair
process is crucial. We
have the police and
armed forces to protect
us, but who will protect
us from them? We need
to answer this question.

We have often looked
for arbitrary alternatives
through ‘strong’ military
rulers who could get
things done, but those
were ‘false gods’. We
need solutions within a
constitutional frame-
work. “While politics is
imperfect, it may be our
last best hope to reach
common ground,” says
Ansell, identifying five
areas to focus on: de-
mocracy, equality, soli-
darity, security and pros-
perity.

The deep state’s
behind-the-scenes po-
litical engineering may
be a tactical win for the
string pullers, but it re-
flects their much larger
strategic failure with re-
gard to our democratic
future.

To the declared
winners went the spoils,
leaving the declared los-
ers with the burning
sensation that the elec-
tion was illegitimate, and
the stolen mandate
could not be accepted.
What happens when the
will of the people is vio-
lated? A classic example
was the 1936 victory of
Spain’s left-wing party
that the disgruntled
right-wing politicians
conspired to overthrow,
resulting in the Spanish
Civil War and Gen
Franco’s 36-year rule. In
Pakistan too, the military
has ruled, cumulatively,
for more than three de-

cades, due to political in-
fighting. We cannot af-
ford another gridlock
leading to misadventure.

Humility can be a
bulwark against absolut-
ism, and an antidote to
the present era of griev-
ance. According to Frank
Bruni, “We live in an era
defined and over-
whelmed by grievances,
by too many peoples’
obsession with how
they’ve been wronged
and their insistence on
wallowing in ire.” He cor-
rectly avers that “the as-
cent of identity politics
and the influence of so-
cial media … were better
at inflaming us rather
than uniting us”, and pro-
moting “a self-obsession
at odds with community,
civil ity,  comity and
compromise”.Bruni calls
it “a problem of humility”,
in his forthcoming book
The Age of Grievance. He
talks about character and
how a society holds itself
together. “It does that
with concern for the com-
mon good, with respect
for the institutions” and
says that “governing, as
opposed to demagogu-
ery, is about earning oth-
ers’ trust and coopera-
tion.” Tolerance shares
its DNA with respect as
it “recognises that other
people have rights and
inherent values even
when we disagree vehe-
mently with them”, Bruni
concludes.

zation (WHO), has
launched numerous
polio vaccination
drives across the prov-
ince.

However, these
efforts have often
been met with chal-
lenges, including resis-
tance from certain
communities, logistical
difficulties, and now,
the reported collusion
between health work-
ers and parents.

The increasing
number of polio cases
in Balochistan is a
stark reminder of the
challenges that remain
in the fight against the
disease.

Health officials
are calling for stricter
oversight of vaccina-

tion campaigns and
stronger accountability
measures for frontline
workers. T

hey emphasize
that every child must
be vaccinated to break
the chain of transmis-
sion and finally eradi-
cate polio from the re-
gion.

The situation in
Balochistan under-
scores the critical need
for renewed vigilance
and commitment to
ensure that all children
are protected from this
crippling disease.

Without urgent
action, the gains made
in the fight against po-
lio could be undone,
endangering the health
of future generations.
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U.S technological restrictions do not hinder
China's economic progress: Wu Hailong

Israel forces raid Al Jazeera office in West
Bank, order 45-day closure

Pakistan identified 13 priority sectors, seeking
Chinese investment: Envoy

OGDCL signs MoU with Chinese CCDC for
shale, tight gas development in Pakistan

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): A Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU) was signed on
Sunday between Oil
and Gas Development
Company Limited
(OGDCL), Pakistan’s
leading Exploration &
Production company,
and CCDC, the major
player in Drilling and
upstream Oil field Ser-
vices for the develop-
ment of shale and tight
gas potential of Paki-
stan.

Federal Minister
for Petroleum, Dr.

Musadik Malik wit-
nessed the MoU sign-
ing ceremony in Xi’an,
Shaanxi Province,
China, during the ongo-
ing 8th Silk Road Inter-
national Expo for In-
vestment and Trade,
according to a news
release received here.

The agreement
highlights the commit-
ment of both countries
to developing
Pakistan’s shale and
tight gas potential, aim-
ing to address the
country’s energy
needs through indig-

enous resources.
Executive Direc-

tor (Production) of
OGDCL, Mumtaz Ali
Soomro and Vice
President of CNPC
Chuanqing Drilling
Engineering Company
Ltd., Mr. Zhang
Zhidong signed the
MoU on behalf of their
respective organiza-
tions. Ambassador of
Pakistan to China,
Khalil Hashmi also at-
tended the event.

Speaking on the
occasion, Dr. Musadik
Malik expressed hope

that cooperation in the
energy sector between
both nations will con-
tinue to strengthen in
the future, benefiting
both countries mutu-
ally.

He highlighted the
collaboration between
Oil & Gas Develop-
ment Company Lim-
ited (OGDCL) and
CCDC on shale and
tight gas, stating that
this partnership will
open a new chapter in
the exploration of
Pakistan’s untapped
energy resources.

BEIJING (INP): The
United States and its al-
lies are increasingly
adopting a geopolitical
competition mindset to
address international re-
lations,  resulting in
heightened conflicts and
confrontations world-
wide.

This was stated by
Chinese former Envoy
Wu Hailong here at the
Sub-Session on Interna-
tional Relations of the
8th Taihe Civilizations
Forum, according to a
report carried by China
Economic Net.

U.S. Deputy Secre-
tary of State Kurt M.
Campbell has repeatedly
asserted that China rep-
resents the greatest
challenge in U.S. history.
This perspective em-
bodies a rigid Cold War
mentality and a zero-
sum approach prevalent
within U.S. policy-mak-
ing circles.

However, does this
strategy truly serve
America’s long-term in-
terests?

Wu Hailong argues
that “despite the eco-
nomic and technological
restrictions imposed by
the United States and its
Western allies, which are

driven by geopolitical
motivations, these ac-
tions have not hindered
China's progress.

Instead, they have
become catalysts for
China's technological in-
novation.”

He emphasized
China’s commitment to
enhancing and expand-
ing its product capabili-
ties.

In the semiconduc-
tor sector,  the U.S.
sought to stifle China by
restricting exports of li-
thography machines
from Dutch manufactur-
ers.

However, China has
recently announced that
it can now produce its
own lithography ma-
chines, according to the
Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology.
Moreover, chips have
become China’s leading
export commodity, with
chip exports surpassing
500 billion yuan in the
first half of this year—an
increase of 26% year-on-
year. China is poised to
become the world’s larg-
est exporter of chips by
2030.  “This demon-
strates that U.S. pressure
has not hindered the de-
velopment of China’s

semiconductor industry;
rather, it has accelerated
China’s independent re-
search and development
in this crucial area,” Wu
noted.

In telecommunica-
tions, Huawei emerged
as the top smartphone
vendor in China during
the first half of 2024, de-
spite facing significant
restrictions from the U.S.
The digital economy in
China is one of the fast-
est-growing sectors, fur-
ther highlighting this re-
silience. China has also
showcased formidable
competitiveness in new
energy vehicles, achiev-
ing a 68% global market
share. Its photovoltaic
industry has consis-
tently ranked first in pro-
duction worldwide, be-
coming a vital contribu-
tor to global green en-
ergy initiatives.

Wu remarked, “The
U.S. containment policy
towards China has a
double-edged effect,
particularly on American
companies.”

A recent Reuters re-
port indicated that Cali-
fornia Democrats urged
the Biden administration
to pause plans for new
restrictions on technol-

ogy exports to China,
warning that further con-
trols “could send
longstanding U.S. com-
panies into a death spi-
ral.”

“The challenges
faced by the U.S. are
largely self-inflicted.
Shifting harm on others
will not resolve its own
issues,” Wu pointed out.
As U.S. economic strat-
egist David Goldman
aptly noted, “No matter
what obstacles are
placed in front of China,
it will rise to the chal-
lenge and overcome
them.”

Wu concluded with
a philosophical reflec-
tion: “When the United
States seeks to under-
mine others today, it may
face dire consequences
tomorrow.” This under-
scores the notion that
pursuing gains at the ex-
pense of others often
leads to negative reper-
cussions.  The U.S. must
recognize that the world
is interconnected, and
suppressing one nation
will not yield benefits for
another. True peace and
development can only be
achieved through coop-
eration and mutual ben-
efit.

DOHA, Qatar (INP):
Qatari broadcaster Al
Jazeera said that Israeli
forces raided its office in
Ramallah in the occu-
pied West Bank on Sun-
day and issued a 45-day
closure order.

Israel’s government
last week announced it
was revoking the press
credentials of Al Jazeera
journalists in the coun-
try, four months after
banning the channel
from operating inside
Israel.

“There is a court
ruling for closing down
Al Jazeera for 45 days,”
an Israeli soldier told Al

Jazeera’s West Bank bu-
reau chief Walid al-Omari,
the network reported, cit-
ing the conversation
which was broadcast
live.

“I ask you to take all
the cameras and leave
the office at this mo-
ment,” the soldier said,
according to the footage,
which showed heavily
armed and masked
troops entering the office
in Ramallah.

The broadcaster
said the soldiers did not
provide a reason for the
closure order.

Omari said the clo-
sure order accused the

network of “incitement to
and support of terror-
ism”, according to Al
Jazeera.

“Targeting journal-
ists this way always aims
to erase the truth and
prevent people from
hearing the truth,” the
bureau chief said.

Israel’s army did not
immediately respond to
a request for comment.

B e n j a m i n
Netanyahu’s govern-
ment has had a long-run-
ning feud with Al Jazeera
that has worsened since
the Gaza war began fol-
lowing the October 7 at-
tack by Palestinian mili-

tant group Hamas.
The Israeli military

has repeatedly accused
journalists from the
Qatari network of being
“terrorist agents” in Gaza
affiliated with Hamas or
its ally, Islamic Jihad.

Al Jazeera denies
Israel’s accusations and
says that Israel system-
atically targets its em-
ployees in the Gaza Strip.

The media office of
the Hamas-run govern-
ment in Gaza condemned
Sunday’s raid, saying in
a statement it was a “re-
sounding scandal and a
blatant violation of press
freedom”.

Russian strike on apartment block in
Kharkiv injures 12

MOSCOW (INP):
Russian forces struck
a multi-storey apart-
ment building in
Ukraine's second-larg-
est city, Kharkiv,  in-
juring at least 12 people
and prompting an
evacuation of some of
its residents, Mayor
Ihor Terekhov said.

Kharkiv, 30 km
(18 miles) from the
Russian border, has
been a frequent target
of Moscow's attacks
since the Kremlin's
troops launched their
February 2022 inva-
sion of its smaller
neighbour.

Terekhov, writing
on the Telegram mes-
saging app, said the
Russians had deployed
a guided bomb, and
that rescue operations
were under way at the
site.

He said many
windows had been
shattered and 60 resi-
dents had been evacu-
ated from the building.

Public broad-
caster Suspilne said
the bomb landed in a
tree outside one of the
building's entrances
and a number of cars
had exploded or were
set ablaze.

Regional Gover-
nor Oleh Syniehubov
said a child was
among those injured.

He said there had been
two attacks on the city
and a strike near the city
of Izium, southeast of
Kharkiv, which had set
two private homes on
fire.

On Friday, Russian
forces launched three
strikes on Kharkiv, in-
juring 15 people.

Further south, a
Russian drone attack

killed two people on
Saturday in the town of
Nikopol, the regional
governor said. In
Kurakhove, one of the
focal points of Russia's
slow advance through
Donetsk region, one
person was killed in a
Russian artillery strike,
regional prosecutors
said.

And local authori-

XI’AN (INP): Pakistan
has identified 13 prior-
ity sectors, including
energy, mines and min-
erals, iron and steel,
chemicals, fertilizers,
textiles,  leather, IT, and
services, seeking Chi-
nese investment.

Through events
like China (Shaanxi)-Pa-
kistan Economic and
Trade Cooperation Fair,
we aim to attract Chi-
nese investment to
these sectors in Paki-
stan,” stated Pakistan's
Ambassador to China,
Khalil Hashmi, in an in-
terview with China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN).

Shaanxi Province
has seen a remarkable
boost in its trade with
Pakistan this year, with
the trade volume nearly
doubling between Janu-
ary and August.

The province’s
prowess in photovoltaic
(PV) technology is par-
ticularly notable, with a
local solar energy com-
pany commanding up to
40% of Pakistan’s market
share at its peak.

Pakistan,  as the
guest country of honor
for the first time at the Silk
Road International Expo-
sition, hosted one of the
largest national pavilions,

showcasing a wide
range of Pakistani cul-
ture, products, and in-
vestment opportunities,
especially in the energy
sector, providing a plat-
form for business net-
working, joint ventures,
and trade promotion.

A m b a s s a d o r
Hashmi also praised
China’s technological
advancements and ex-
pertise. “China has vast
experience in manufac-
turing, industrialization,
and special economic
zones—areas where we
are working closely to-
gether.  We are incred-
ibly proud to have de-

veloped our partnership
and friendship with
China for 73 out of its 75
years,” the Ambassador
emphasized.  He pointed
to the achievements
made through the China-
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC), which have
played a transformative
role in Pakistan’s
economy.

Over the past de-
cade, CPEC projects
have added more than
8,000 megawatts of elec-
tricity, built over 800 ki-
lometers of highways
and fiber optic cables,
and attracted nearly $26
billion in investments.

JAMSHORO : Students are solving their question papers during Pre entry test for admission in the
Liaquat University of Medical & Health Sciences (LUMHS).

XIAN (China): Federal Minister for Petroleum Dr Musadik Malik met the Governor Zhao Gang of
Shaanxi province in Xian.

China's efforts in green development impressive,
says Pakistani delegate

BEIJING (INP): "In re-
cent years, investments
and technologies from
China have played a sig-
nificant role in the re-
newable energy sector
in Pakistan," stated
Naveed Hussain, a
member of the interna-
tional media who visited
Yulin, Shaanxi Province,
last week, according to
China Economic Daily.

"In addition to
constructing an exten-
sive network of roads
from the south, east, and
north of the country,
China has assisted Pa-
kistan in generating
8,000 megawatts of elec-
tricity, including clean
and renewable energy,
by developing hydro,
solar, and wind power
plants," stated Naveed,
editor-in-chief of Paki-
stan English Daily.

The delegation
visited the 18th Yulin
International Coal and
High-end Energy
Chemical Industry Expo
in Yulin City on Septem-
ber 13, 2024.

The expo attracted

over 800 exhibitors from
both domestic and inter-
national markets.

At the exhibition,
Naveed was captivated
by the unmanned mining
drone showcased by
Huadian Coal Industry
Group.  According to the
exhibitor, the drone is de-
signed and developed to
address the material
transport requirements
and applications in com-
plex working conditions
within mines.

It can be utilized for
auxiliary transport in coal
mines, as well as for in-
spection, rescue, and
other tasks, effectively
supplementing the trans-
portation needs for bulk
materials weighing up to
5 tons.

"Drones are being
utilized across various
industries in Pakistan, in-
cluding the agricultural
sector, disaster manage-
ment, and smart city con-
struction.

As we know, agricul-
tural development is a key
area of cooperation under
the China-Pakistan Eco-

nomic Corridor, where
unmanned aerial ve-
hicles (UAVs) can con-
tribute in several ways,
such as breeding, irriga-
tion, fertigation, and dis-
ease prevention and
control.

China plays a sig-
nificant role in the agri-
cultural development of
Pakistan," Naveed
stated.

Impressed by the
strong commitment of all
exhibitors to the dual
carbon goals, Naveed
remarked that China has
demonstrated a signifi-
cant sense of responsi-
bility and innovation in
accelerating the pace of
green energy transfor-
mation. "China and Pa-
kistan have agreed to
promote economic, so-
cial, fiscal, and environ-
mental sustainability.

We are pleased to
have China by our side
as Pakistan embarks on
a journey of green tran-
sition," he stated.

Yulin is a significant
national base for the en-
ergy and chemical indus-

tries,  endowed with
unique resources.

The estimated coal
reserves are 280 billion
tons, while the predicted
natural gas reserves
amount to 6 trillion cu-
bic meters, making it the
largest proven onshore
gas field in China. Addi-
tionally, Yulin boasts
substantial reserves of
rock salt, lake salt, baux-
ite, quartz sand, and
other valuable re-
sources.

When visiting the
Shendong Coal Group in
Shenmu City, China's top
coal-producing county
in Yulin, Naveed was im-
pressed by the
company's efforts to
minimize risks associated
with coal mining.

"Firstly, what I ob-
served here is the scien-
tific and technological
advancements the com-
pany has implemented.
They are fulfilling their
professional responsi-
bilities by introducing
modern machinery and
techniques to mitigate
any risks.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Muhammad Ishaq Dar chaired a
meeting of the Chairpersons of newly Constituted Board od Directors of the power Distribution Companies.

ties in Sumy region
said Russian aircraft
struck energy infra-
structure in the town of
Shostka. Sumy has
been another frequent
target of Russian at-
tacks and lies opposite
Russia's southern
Kursk region, where
Ukrainian forces
launched an incursion
last month.
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Alkhidmat Foundation holds annual academic
scholarship convention

KP CM Ali Gandapur won challenge of roaming
Punjab despite hurdles: Barrister Saif

Engagement necessary despite issues with
Afghanistan: Munir Akram

PCB to host high-level ‘strategic connection
camp’ tomorrow (Monday)

JI warns of protest if agreement on
electricity prices not fulfilled

PESHAWAR (INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Information Ad-
visor Barrister Saif claimed that
KP CM Ali Amin Gandapur
won the challenge by roaming
around all across Punjab and
Lahore despite barricades.

He boasted that fake min-
isters, Khawaja Asif and Atta
Tarar who threatened to cross
Attock had become silent now.

Barrister Saif berated the
government saying the man-
date-stolen government had
halted the public gathering be-
fore the arrival of Ali Amin
Gandapur.

Fake ministers challenged
Ali Amin to cross Attock but
incompetent blocked KP CM’s
way placing hurdles every-

where when Gandapur met the
challenge. However, Ali Amin
reached the public gathering
venue despite hurdles, the in-
formation advisor highlighted.

Barrister Saif emphasised
that no one could halt the re-
lease of Imran Khan as it was
proved when whole Pakistan
took to the streets for Imran
Khan yesterday.

KP CM Ali Amin
Gandapur belatedly marked his
presence in the PTI's Lahore
gathering on Saturday.

He raised slogans in sup-
port of the party founder Imran
Khan as he stepped out of his
vehicle.

Addressing the crowd, he
declared, "I am here to attend

the meeting, to mark my pres-
ence." He said "I have over-
come all obstacles to be with
you."

It is pertinent to note that
the PTI organised a public rally
on Saturday at Lahore claim-
ing it a successful demonstra-
tion in support of Imran Khan.

However, the incumbent
government, Federal Informa-
tion Minister Atta Tarar as-
serted that the PTI public gath-
ering was a flop like Islamabad
one and the public rejected
them.

Senior Punjab Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb said on
Saturday there was a terrible
sight of “revolution” and “popu-
larity” in Lahore.

LAHORE (INP): The
Alkhidmat Foundation orga-
nized the Annual Convention of
its Academic Scholarship Pro-
gram at the organization's cen-
tral office,

drawing a diverse group of
participants from various fields
of life.

Prominent attendees in-
cluded Secretary General of
Alkhidmat Foundation Pakistan
and Chairman of Alkhidmat
Education Program, Syed
Waqas Jafri, National Direc-
tor of Education Dr. Ahmad
Jibran, Head of the Physio-
therapy Department at CMH
Lahore Dr. Qudsia Shamim,
university heads of depart-
ments, professors, students,
and Alkhidmat academic schol-
ars.

Ali Arsalan, the manager
of the Alkhidmat Academic
Scholarship Program, hosted
the event. The ceremony rec-
ognized high-achieving stu-
dents with awards, while new
scholarship holders were pre-
sented with their certificates.

During the convention,

participating students took an
oath to pursue higher educa-
tion and contribute to the
nation's development.

In his address, Syed
Waqas Jafri highlighted the
concerning statistic that over
26.2 million children in Pakistan
are out of school. He noted that
many students, particularly at
the higher education level, are
forced to abandon their stud-
ies due to a lack of financial
resources.

 He emphasized the impor-
tance of the Alkhidmat Aca-
demic Scholarship Program,
calling it a beacon of hope for
such students.

Jafri further stated that the
program currently supports
1,174 deserving students from
across Pakistan, including
Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan, providing scholar-
ships regardless of race, reli-
gion, or political affiliation.

He shared that, to date,
5,411 students have completed
their education with the help of
Alkhidmat scholarships. This
includes 651 doctors, 715 en-

gineers, 1,194 BS Honors/Mas-
ters students, 260 associate
engineers, 530 graduates, and
2,061 intermediate-level stu-
dents. Alkhidmat has awarded
a total of PKR 536.1 million in
scholarships to these students.

Dr. Mushtaq Ahmad
Mangat highlighted the signifi-
cant role Alkhidmat’s volun-
teers play in completing large-
scale projects. “We have reg-
istered 27,000 online volun-
teers and aim to increase this
to one million,” he said.

Vice President Ahsanullah
Waqas mentioned that the or-
ganization also offers career
guidance seminars, coaching,
and counseling sessions to sup-
port Alkhidmat academic
scholars in choosing the right
career path.

Dr. Qudsia Shamim of
CMH Lahore, herself a recipi-
ent of Alkhidmat’s support,
credited the foundation for her
academic success. “Alkhidmat
has been like a parental figure
for me. My 31 gold medals and
achievements are all thanks to
Alkhidmat,” she said.

Shahzaib Rind receives heroic wel-
come after winning world title

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Shahzaib Rind, the newly
crowned World Karate Com-
bat Light Heavyweight Cham-
pion was accorded a hero’s
welcome upon his return to
Pakistan from Singapore on late
Saturday.

Secretary Ministry of In-
ter-Provincial Coordination
Nadeem Irshad Kayani, Addi-
tional Secretary Zahoor
Ahmed, Deputy Director Gen-
eral Pakistan Sports Board
(PSB) Shahid Islam, officials
of Prime Minister ’s Youth
Programme, former Deputy
Mayor Islamabad Zeeshan Ali
Naqvi and a large crowd of
enthusiastic fans greeted him
at Islamabad International Air-

port with warm applause and
cheers.

Shahzaib won Karate
Combat KC-49 Championship,
overpowering Brazilian fighter
Luiz Victor Rocha in Singapore
in an intense bout on Wednes-
day. He remained unbeaten
throughout the tournament,
making history as the first Pa-
kistani to win a major world
championship in the martial
arts. Shahzaib has previously
won the Combat League in the
United States. He is also a six-
time national champion.

His victory has sparked na-
tional pride, with fans waving
flags and chanting slogans in
celebration of his remarkable
achievement.

The Ministry of IPC and
PSB officials lauded Shahzaib’s
hard work, discipline and dedi-
cation, crediting him for bring-
ing pride to the nation.

Speaking to the media,
Shahzaib expressed his grati-
tude to his supporters, the PSB
and his training team for help-
ing him achieve this milestone.
“This victory is not just mine
but belongs to the whole na-
tion,” he said, visibly moved by
the outpouring of support.

He said right from the out-
set he was sure to emerge vic-
torious. “This is just a begin-
ning. I’m determined to con-
tinue winning the titles and
bring laurels for my country,”
he added.

NEW YORK (INP): Pakistan’s per-
manent representative in the
United Nations (UN) Munir Akram
has said Pakistan wants to help
the people of Afghanistan and
correct the mistakes of their gov-
ernment.

Speaking in an interview with
a US broadcaster, Munir Akram
said: "Engagement with the Af-
ghan Taliban is necessary despite
differences on many issues. We
have many issues with the gov-
ernment, but our relation is with
the people of Afghanistan.”

“We have a comprehensive
policy with regard to Afghanistan
and we will continue to pursue
this policy.

We want to help the people
of Afghanistan and correct the
mistakes of their government.

“We are taking action what
we deem necessary for our secu-
rity. We will work to resolve is-
sues with the Afghan govern-

ment. Geography is not going to
change.

“We have to keep relations
with our neighbours. There is no
change in relations between the
people of Pakistan and Afghani-
stan,” he said.

Munir Akram said no meet-
ing was planned between Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
President Joe Biden at the side-
line of the UN Session, adding the
PM would address UN General
Assembly and Security Council
and meet the heads of important
countries.

He emphasised that terrorist
group Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) is rapidly expanding its in-
fluence with the support of the
Afghan interim government.

Backed by the Taliban, these
terrorists are equipped with ad-
vanced weaponry and increas-
ingly collaborate with other insur-
gent factions, including seces-

sionist groups like the Majeed
Brigade.

Pakistan fears that the TTP's
growing alliance with Al-Qaeda
could soon elevate it to a central
role in regional and global terror-
ist activities.

The ambassador also
stressed Pakistan’s readiness to
collaborate with regional and in-
ternational bodies to curb this
growing menace, as Islamabad
continues its nationwide crack-
down on Fitna al-Khawarij.

Furthermore, the ambassador
criticised the Afghan interim gov-
ernment for its ongoing human
rights abuses, particularly against
women and girls.

He condemned Kabul's fail-
ure to uphold promises regarding
gender equality, highlighting that
these regressive policies not only
contravene Islamic values but
also hinder Afghanistan’s poten-
tial for international engagement.

LAHORE (INP): The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) will host a
high-level Connection Camp at a
local hotel on Monday, aiming to
establish a clear and unified vi-
sion for the future of Pakistan
cricket.

This strategic session fol-
lows a series of consultations PCB
Chairman Mohsin Naqvi has had
with former cricketers since as-
suming office earlier this year.

The camp will bring together
nine elite cricketers, including
Babar Azam (Pakistan’s white-ball
captain), Fakhar Zaman,
Mohammad Rizwan, Saim Ayub,
Salman Ali Agha, Saud Shakeel,
Shadab Khan, Shaheen Shah
Afridi, and Shan Masood
(Pakistan’s red-ball captain). Join-
ing them will be national team
head coaches Jason Gillespie and
Gary Kirsten, assistant coach
Azhar Mahmood and High Perfor-
mance specialist David Reid.

Chairman Mohsin Naqvi will
lead the day-long session, accom-
panied by the PCB’s leadership
team.

The primary objective of the
camp is to define a shared vision
and mission, along with setting a
roadmap to reignite the pride and
excellence that has characterised
Pakistan cricket since achieving
Test status in 1952.

The session will focus on
fostering stronger collaboration

between players and the PCB,
while the board will reaffirm its
commitment to supporting play-
ers in meeting strategic goals. The
ultimate aim is for players to take
a leading role in inspiring the next
generation of cricketers through
outstanding performances.

PCB Chairman Mohsin
Naqvi said that “the Connection
Camp is a critical step toward uni-
fying our approach to restore Pa-
kistan cricket to its former glory.
Our aim is to identify key issues,
foster open dialogue and collec-
tively agree on a strategic path
forward.” “By addressing these
challenges directly, we will estab-
lish clear, actionable goals that
meet the expectations of our pas-
sionate cricket fans.

“The PCB remains optimistic
that this session, which builds on
prior discussions with former
cricketers, will lead to a results-
driven strategy that improves
both player management and team
performance.

“This is the first step in an
ongoing journey to reshape Paki-
stan cricket. The PCB will continue
these collaborative efforts to en-
sure long-term success, keeping
fans at the heart of our mission.”

Pakistan Test team captain
Shan Masood said that “this is
an important moment for us as
players. We’re fully committed to
working with the PCB to reignite

the pride and passion that Paki-
stan cricket is known for. These
discussions will help us set a
strong course for the future and
we are excited to be part of this
collaborative effort.

“The outcomes of the ses-
sion will include performance
benchmarks, player development
programmes and strategies to en-
hance grassroots cricket. This ini-
tiative aligns with the PCB’s vi-
sion to not only improve immedi-
ate team performance but also
ensure long-term sustainability of
excellence in the sport.”

Pakistan men’s team red-ball
head coach Jason Gillespie men-
tioned that “this camp provides a
valuable opportunity for open dia-
logue and alignment between the
coaching staff and players. We’re
all striving toward the same goal
– raising the standard of Pakistan
cricket and creating a culture of
winning.”

Pakistan men’s team white-
ball head coach Gary Kirsten
stated that “as a coach, it is my
responsibility to setup the best
environment possible for the play-
ers to thrive. We will focus on re-
fining our approach in white-ball
cricket to meet the standards of
the highest levels of international
competition. Most importantly, we
will do everything possible to en-
sure the people of Pakistan are
proud of their national team.”

KANDHKOT (INP):  Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI) Ameer Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman said that the deadline for
implementing the agreement to
lower electricity prices

is expiring on September 23
and his party plans to announce
its next course of action on the
very next day.

He stated while addressing a
sit-in protest  in Kandhkot.
Naeemur Rehman said that the JI
has already launched a movement
for the people’s rights under the
“Haq Do Awam Ko” (Give the

People Their Rights) slogan,
pledging that the JI will compel
the government to provide relief
to the masses.

He cited the recent sit-in held
in Rawalpindi, which resulted in
an electricity price agreement with
the government, and noted that
the deadline for implementing
this agreement expires on Septem-
ber 23. The JI plans to announce
its next course of action on Sep-
tember 24. He called on the gov-
ernment to reduce electricity
prices under the agreement, im-

pose taxes on feudal lords, and
eliminate the luxury and extrava-
gance enjoyed at the state’s ex-
pense. He appealed to the public
to join the JI and actively partici-
pate in the struggle against the
corrupt ruling elite.

Read More: Power utilities to
collect hiked electricity charges
from Sept to Nov

Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) Ameer
Hafiz Naeemur Rehman criticised
the PPP for its 16-year rule over
Sindh, saying that it has failed to
provide any relief to the masses.

ISLAMABAD: Commerce Minister Jam Kamal Khan chairs the 85th EDF Board meeting, approving Rs. 8.5
billion for initiatives aimed at boosting Pakistan's textile, agriculture and global branding efforts.

QUETTA: Provincial Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani awarding ceretificate to a partici-
pant of 12 days training program organized by Balochistan Academy for College Teachers ( BACT).

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for interior Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Chinese Minister for
Political and Legal Affairs Chen Mingguo.

QUETTA: CEO Bif Mohammad Zakaria Khan Noorzai gave a comprehensive briefing to the Officers
Under Training (BCSA) of 4th MCMC.


