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Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A
Roadmap for Sustainable Development

Restoring Quetta to Its
Former Glory

Lt Gen Asim Malik Named New
Head of ISI: ISPR

Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD: September 23, 2024
– The Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) has an-
nounced the appointment of
Lieutenant General Muhammad
Asim Malik as the new Direc-
tor General of the Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI).

 Lt Gen Malik will officially as-
sume his new role on Septem-
ber 30, 2024.

Lt Gen Asim Malik, currently serv-
ing as the Adjutant General at
the General Headquarters
(GHQ) in Rawalpindi, brings a
wealth of experience and a dis-
tinguished military career to his

new position.
He has previously commanded an

infantry division in Balochistan
and an infantry brigade in
Waziristan, both critical re-
gions for Pakistan’s defense
strategy.

Known for his academic and lead-
ership credentials, Lt Gen Malik
was awarded the prestigious
Sword of Honour during his
military training.

He has also served as Chief In-
structor at the National De-
fence University (NDU) and as
an instructor at the Command
and Staff College in  Quetta.

His educational background in-
cludes graduation from the
United States Army’s Fort
Leavenworth and the Royal
College of Defence Studies in
the United Kingdom.

Lt Gen Malik’s appointment
comes at a crucial time for
Pakistan’s top intelligence
agency.

Which plays a pivotal role in both
domestic and international se-
curity operations. His exten-
sive experience and strategic
insight are expected to en-
hance the operational capabili-
ties of the ISI.

File photo of Lt General Asim Malik

Public-Private Partnerships:
A Solution to Balochistan’s

Education Crisis
Syed Ali Shah:

The recent dismissal of 114 ab-
sentee teachers in Balochistan
marks a pivotal moment in the
province’s long-overdue effort
to address the crisis in its edu-
cation sector. With an inquiry
underway against an addi-
tional 2,000 teachers, the
Balochistan government is
sending a clear message: edu-
cation is no longer to be taken
lightly. Chronic absenteeism
has plagued the region’s
schools for years, compromis-
ing the quality of education for
countless children. The ac-
tions taken by the provincial
government, under the leader-
ship of Education Minister
Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani,
reflect a commendable commit-
ment to accountability, trans-
parency, and educational re-
form.

In this context, an approach re-
cently introduced by the
Punjab government could of-
fer a promising model. Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz has
announced plans to hand over
thousands of government-run
schools to public-private part-
nerships (PPPs) to improve the
quality of education. This ini-
tiative seeks to leverage the
expertise and resources of the
private sector to address inef-
ficiencies within the public sys-
tem. Balochistan, with its
unique challenges, could ben-
efit greatly from such a strat-
egy.

The PPP model could provide
much-needed support  in
teacher training, curriculum de-
velopment, and school man-
agement. By incorporating pri-
vate sector efficiency with pub-

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti deserves appre-
ciation for upholding the ban-
ner of merit in teachers recruit-
ment and directing the educa-
tion department to make sure
out of school children are in
schools.

This bold move is not an isolated
effort but part of a broader
strategy that includes reopen-
ing 400 previously non-func-
tional schools, enhancing edu-
cational infrastructure, and es-
tablishing School Management
Committees (SMCs) to engage
local communities in gover-
nance.

These initiatives are critical in a
province where vast rural ar-
eas and underdeveloped re-
gions have long suffered from
a lack of access to quality edu-
cation. Reopening these
schools, particularly in remote
areas, will expand educational
opportunities and bring long-
term benefits to underserved
communities.

However, while these steps are
vital, Balochistan faces deep-
seated structural challenges
that will require more compre-
hensive solutions. The
province’s shortage of educa-
tional facilities, coupled with
the continued lack of qualified
and committed teachers, un-
derscores the need for further
innovation.

lic accountability, it could ad-
dress the chronic problems of
absenteeism and infrastructure
development. It also allows for
innovative educational ap-
proaches, as well as better
oversight through community
involvement, echoing the role
SMCs are already playing in
Balochistan.

While the province’s government
has made significant strides in
improving the educational
landscape,  adopting and
adapting the PPP model could
be a game changer. A partner-
ship between public and pri-
vate entities has the potential
to create a sustainable system,
offering both modern educa-
tional resources and stringent
oversight to ensure that stu-
dents receive the education
they deserve.

Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani’s
vision of a robust, effective
education system is laudable,
and the ongoing reforms are a
step in the right direction. But
if Balochistan is to truly turn
the page on its troubled edu-
cation sector, it must embrace
innovative solutions like pub-
lic-private partnerships to bring
about the transformative
changes that its children so
desperately need. Only by do-
ing so can the province ensure
a brighter, more promising fu-
ture for the next generation.

Pashtoon Culture Day Celebrated with
Enthusiasm

Syed Ali Shah:

Dengue cases on the rise in Punjab
as 86 new cases were reported

Barber Shot Dead in
Quetta’s Brewery Village

Staff Reporter:

Quetta: A barber was shot and
killed by unknown assailants at
a shop near Brewery village
Ibrahimzai on Monday.

According to police sources, the
victim, identified as 55-year-old
Mujahid, was a resident of
Bhawalpur. The body was im-
mediately shifted to Civil Hos-

pital Quetta for legal formalities.
Law enforcement agencies have

cordoned off the area and initi-
ated an investigation to appre-
hend the culprits. No group has
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack, and the motive behind the
killing remains unclear. Police are
actively probing the incident.

QUETTA: Quetta and various re-
gions saw lively celebrations
as Pashtoon Culture Day was
enthusiastically observed. Po-
litical parties, civil society or-
ganizations, and government
departments organized several
events to mark the occasion.

The primary event was held by
the Pashtoonkhwa Milli Awami
Party (PKMAP) at Sadiq
Shaheed Ground, Quetta,
where the party leader,
Mehmood Khan Achakzai, ad-
dressed a large gathering. High-
lighting the significance of the
day, Achakzai remarked,
“Pashtoon Culture Day repre-
sents our rich heritage and
serves as a reminder of our
identity. Safeguarding and pro-

moting our cultural values is
crucial for the unity and
strength of the Pashtoons.”

Another prominent event was or-
ganized by the Pashtoonkhwa
National Awami Party
(PKNAP), with Khushal Khan
Kakar at the forefront. He
stressed the need for cultural
preservation, noting, “Our tra-
ditions and customs are our
pride. Observing Pashtoon Cul-
ture Day is not just about hon-
oring the past but ensuring our
heritage thrives for future gen-
erations.”

The Awami National Party (ANP)
and other political groups also
held events, emphasizing the
solidarity of the Pashtoon com-
munity. Additionally, the Cul-

ture Department organized a
special ceremony at the Mir
Naseer Khan Noori Complex.
Parliamentary Secretary on Cul-
ture, Mir Zareen Khan Magsi,
the chief guest, underlined the
importance of promoting cul-
tural diversity.

“It is our duty to support all cul-
tural  identities, including
Pashtoon culture, which signifi-
cantly contributes to the rich
heritage of our province,”
Magsi stated.

The day’s festivities included tra-
ditional Pashto dances, show-
cases of cultural attire, ancient
crockery, swords, and various
artifacts, reflecting the deep-
rooted history and pride of the
Pashtoon people.

Imran Khan, Son of
Veteran from Quetta,
Joins Prestigious Delft

University as Assis-
tant Professor

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

QUETTA: In a remark-
able achievement, Imran
Khan, son of Havildar (Retd)
Ajab Gul from Quetta, has
been appointed as an Assis-
tant Professor of Space
Optics at the globally re-
nowned Technical University
Delft in the Netherlands. This
prestigious institution ranks
third in the world for aero-
space engineering.

Imran Khan’s journey is
deeply rooted in his family’s
legacy of service.

His father, Hav (Retd)
Ajab Gul, served with
distinction in the Janissar
Paltan for 24 years, joining in
1970 at Kohat and retiring in
1993 when the unit relocated
to Quetta.

Imran Khan shared his
gratitude and excitement,
stating:

“Assalam o Alaikum, I
would like to share the
significant milestone that
Allah has blessed me with in
my career. Allah has been
gracious, Alhamdulillah.”

He explained his role at
Delft University:

“I will be contributing
towards new infrastructure
and technology for space
exploration,

earth observation, and
the detection of gravitational
waves while teaching and
supervising Masters and PhD
students.”

Imran Khan also ac-
knowledged the unwavering
support of the 39 PR officers,
who stood by his father and
contributed to his education.
His appointment highlights
the triumph of hard work,
dedication, and the support of
his community,

marking a proud moment
for both his family and the
nation.
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Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for
 Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Kakar:

Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alarming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment,
and infant and maternal
mortality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment. The unmatched
policies and irrelevant
development strategies,
along with poor gover-
nance, have resulted in
extreme underdevelop-
ment of the province.
Though the bleak pic-
ture of the province is
noticeable to all deci-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
ing critical poverty lev-
els in red, Balochistan’s
political and intellectual
spheres remain sharply
divided.

Balochistan’s
Political And
Intellectual
Spheres Di-

vided
Amidst the current

devastating scenario in
the province,
Balochistan’s political
and intellectual spheres
are sharply divided.
Supporters of the latter
viewpoint draw upon
global examples of suc-
cessful development
strategies, particularly
the establishment of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in various na-
tions.

Learning from glo-
bal case studies, the po-
tential of Balochistan as
a resource-rich province
with vast ecological and
topographic diversity,
coupled with its strate-
gic location, warrants a
paradigm shift towards
infrastructure develop-
ment and economic
growth. It is evident that
uplifting the economic
status of the populace
will pave the way for the

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help
approaches. Failure to
adapt to this evolving
development approach
over the past 70 years
serves as a stark re-
minder of the need for
change.

Potentials of
the Province
Ensure the
Success of

SEZ
Balochistan, often

referred to as the “fruit
basket” of Pakistan,
stands out as a resource-
rich province boasting
the largest landscape
and the longest coast-
line spanning 770 kilome-
ters. Despite its un-
tapped wealth in various
minerals, Balochistan re-
mains underdeveloped.
Its diverse ecological
and topographic zones
allow for the experience
of different seasons si-
multaneously, with in-
habitants enjoying both
the coldest and hottest
regions in the province
within one division.

Deng Xiaoping was
impressed by the unbe-
lievable emergence of
development in
Singapore quoted once
that when visited Lee
Kuan and asked how I
can make China as
Singapore and his re-
sponse was to establish
the SEZs and affirmed
the establishment of one
thousand SEZs in China.

The province’s stra-
tegic location grants it
access to two interna-
tional borders with Iran
and Afghanistan. Its rich
resources, including
minerals, natural gas,
agriculture, livestock,
forests, and fisheries,
offer a solid foundation
for intensifying the em-
phasis on Special Eco-

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potentials not
only justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve as a
guarantee of their suc-
cess.

SEZs The Only
Option

Ensuring the full
operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) already identified
commenced in
Balochistan stands out
as the foremost priority
area for intervention. The
establishment of small
and medium-scale indus-
tries within these zones
will not only create em-
ployment opportunities
but also incentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering urbanization.
This industrial growth at
the grassroots level will
facil itate the much-
needed trickle-down ef-
fect,  addressing the
pressing needs of the
populace.

The momentum for
expediting the establish-
ment of industries is be-
ing further strengthened
by the concurrent devel-
opment of private hous-
ing schemes announced
and currently under con-
struction by the real es-
tate dealers. These initia-
tives will compel the
working class to seek
improved living stan-
dards, thereby enhanc-
ing the overall quality of
life in Balochistan.

Urbaniza-
tion promotion
and establish-
ment of new

cities
Addressing the

challenge of scattered
population in
Balochistan is para-
mount to ensure effec-
tive social and infrastruc-

ture development. The
dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit costs
of development and
maintenance of services.
Moreover, it contributes
to the prevailing law and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political insurgencies
and religious terrorism.

To address this
challenge, the establish-
ment of new cities and
towns across the prov-
ince is essential. How-
ever, given the budget-
ary constraints and the
heavy investment re-
quired for establishing
new cities, leveraging
the existing SEZs areas
as new cities presents a
viable solution. The de-
velopment of these
SEZs into fully func-
tional urban centers with
basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
climatic disasters such
as earthquakes, floods,
and droughts, as wit-
nessed in areas like
Ziarat, the Green Belt,
Gider (Kalat), and Pishin.

Transforming SEZs
into new cities not only
addresses the challenge
of scattered population
but also provides a stra-
tegic opportunity to spur
economic growth and
development in
Balochistan. It facilitates
urbanization, enhances
access to services and
infrastructure, and con-
tributes to stability and
security in the region.
Therefore, prioritizing
the development of
these SEZs into new ur-
ban hubs can be a game-
changer for
Balochistan’s sustain-
able development

agenda.

Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private

sectors
The Government of

Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing on
thematic areas such as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etly dwindling by the ap-
pointment of heads from
junior officials who lack
the influence to navigate
bureaucratic hurdles or
garner support  from
higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges
by not providing an en-
abling environment for
these officials.

To address these is-
sues, it is imperative to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

 These individuals
should possess local
knowledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au-
thorities within the gov-
ernment. This approach
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clout and influence to
drive meaningful
progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles
effectively.

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special  Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming of
Balochistan at the na-
tional level.

Is there now a winning team?
By Jawed Naqvi:

FOR India’s opposi-

tion, the arrest of Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal was the prover-
bial straw that broke the
camel’s back. It’s now
known that a key witness
against Kejriwal donated
a tidy sum to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s
campaign fund through
electoral bonds.

What began as a
domestic skirmish ahead
of the make-or-break
general elections starting
this month, found inter-
national interest. Ger-
many and the US coun-
selled transparency on
Kejriwal’s behalf. They
annoyed India but were
joined by the UN secre-
tary general’s office,
whose concern for pro-
bity was couched in
diplomatese.

The harassment of a
key baiter of crony capi-
talists also spurred the
opposition to regroup,
partly in self-interest but
also out of slowly dawn-

ing political sagacity.
Going by Sunday’s mam-
moth rally showcasing
India’s most seasoned
opposition leaders at
Delhi’s Ramlila Grounds,
the arrest of two serving
chief ministers on elec-
tion eve — the other be-
ing the tribal chief min-
ister of Jharkhand —
appears to have
revitalised a foundering
campaign to dislodge
Mr Modi in the multi-
stage elections starting
on April 19. Results are
expected on June 4.

Hope and fervour
were plentiful, but appre-
hension was also lurking
at the grand park that
links New Delhi with the
old city, the venue
where a landmark oppo-
sition rally turned the
tide against  Indira
Gandhi’s emergency rule
in 1977. Speaker after
speaker cautioned Mr
Modi against ‘fixing the
match’ or queering the
pitch for rivals, whether
by jailing opponents or

by freezing bank ac-
counts of cash-strapped
parties through legally
dressed subterfuge.

“India will burn if
you try to win the elec-
tion by fixing the match,
or tinker with the consti-
tution.” The sharp senti-
ment was expressed by
Rahul Gandhi, and every-
one on the podium
seemed to agree with the
intent.

If Modi was not
stopped this time around,
it could be India’s last
look at democracy. Udhav
Thackeray’s Shiv Sena
had supported Mrs
Gandhi’s emergency. He
was now an embodiment
of a born-again democrat,
so to speak. Confident of
winning the elections
provided the opposition
stays united, he went a
step beyond Rahul
Gandhi’s warning. Mr
Thackeray promised to
put the Modi govern-
ment in jail after the elec-
tions. Lending a degree
of credibility to the call for

a winnable fight was the
presence of Dereck
O’Brien, MP for Mamata
Banerjee’s Trinamool
Congress.

 It was her decision
to go it alone in West
Bengal that all but broke
the alliance. Now her
endorsement of opposi-
tion unity was packaged
with renewed conviction
that her party was teth-
ered to the INDIA alli-
ance and its resolve to
defeat the Bharatiya
Janata Party.

The arrest of two
serving chief ministers
on election eve appears
to have revitalised a
foundering campaign to
dislodge Mr Modi.

Given that match
fixing was the day’s
theme and its fear was
an important factor in
prompting the disparate
group to close ranks,
let’s stay with the cricket
metaphor. Let’s ask if the
opposition’s rearguard
action, for that is what
the rally essentially was,

had come too little, too
late to fetch victory.

Before lifting the
1983 World Cup, the In-
dian team, not unlike the
current Indian opposi-
tion, was mauled and
broken at both the pre-
vious outings. Which
made it that much more
rewarding for Kapil Dev
to take the cup at Lord’s.
The cricket analogy
works nicely for the 14
major political parties
gathered in Delhi on Palm
Sunday.

 As with Kapil
Dev’s team, the rally ini-
tially saw a squad that
was low in self-esteem,
but which could yet fix
its gaze on the prize, de-
spite not seriously hop-
ing to win it. The no-frills
self-effacing-to-a-fault
eleven welded into a
winning unit when it
came to the crunch and
defeated the day’s most
invincible squad in the
tournament not once but
twice to surprise every-
one, including them-

selves.
In one of the

matches, so low was the
expectation from the In-
dian team that there
wasn’t a TV camera sta-
t ioned at  the Nevill
Ground in Kent to record
Kapil Dev’s once-in-a-
lifetime 175 not out. It
rescued the team from
yet another humiliating
World Cup exit. The
largely unwatched match
against  Zimbabwe
would put India on
course to rewriting
cricketing history.

That event had a
canny resemblance to the
one in New Delhi on
Sunday. There was no
TV news channel to
cover the rally. That’s
what the Modi media
does.

Typically, the huge
story about electoral
bonds revealing the
BJP’s quid pro quos as
the main beneficiary was
quietly airbrushed. For
the Modi-friendly TV
channels the story never

broke. There were on the
stage leaders of stature
representing govern-
ments in major states in-
cluding Punjab, West
Bengal, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. And
there were leaders from
Maharashtra and Bihar
whose state govern-
ments were torpedoed
by Mr Modi’s associates
by inducing defections.
They are hungry for re-
venge. And there was no
TV channel, unbeliev-
ably, to cover this event.

“When pressure is
put on umpires and cap-
tains, players are bought
off and the match is won
in cricket, it is called
match-fixing,” Mr
Gandhi continued.

“We have a Lok
Sabha election before
us. Who selected the
umpires? Before the
match started, two play-
ers were arrested …
Narendra Modi is trying
to do match-fixing in the
election,” Mr Gandhi as-
serted. “The BJP is rais-

ing the slogan of getting
400 seats but without
EVMs, match-fixing,
pressuring media and
buying them, it will not
be able to reach even 180
seats,” he said.

Granted that look-
ing ahead the coming
electoral match may not
be best remembered for
its free or fair spirit. But
there is another cricket
metaphor India’s oppo-
sition alliance might be
wary of. It’s called being
out ‘hit wicket’.

Among several
ways, Mr Modi’s oppo-
nents can fall to self-
harm; not seizing the
moment that Kejriwal’s
arrest has created could
be decisive. Rahul
Gandhi and Mamata
Banerjee, Sharad Pawar
or Akhilesh Yadav —
they are all match-win-
ners on their day.

Today, it’s Kejriwal
who looks primed to
swing the match against
Modi, even a rigged one.
Applaud him.

Autism and SDGs
By Rukhsana Shah:

Restoring Quetta to Its Former Glory
Editorial:

The completion of the  Quetta Solid Waste Management Project in a record
time of just three months stands as a testament to the power of effective
leadership and public-private collaboration. Under the directives of Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, this initiative has set a new stan-
dard for swift and impactful governance. Yet, as we celebrate this achieve-
ment, it is essential to acknowledge the individuals who played a pivotal
role in turning this vision into reality.

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan, the Chief of the Public Private Partnership
(PPP) Balochistan, has emerged as a central figure in this success. His
leadership in navigating the intricate dynamics of the partnership between
the municipal corporation and a private company was instrumental in
ensuring the project’s timely completion. In an era where public projects
are often marred by delays and inefficiencies, Dr. Faisal’s approach of-
fers a blueprint for future endeavors across the province and the country.

However, the work is far from over. The citizens of Quetta, once
affectionately known as “Little Paris,” now look forward to seeing their
city restored to its former charm and cleanliness. The success of the
Solid Waste Management Project must be sustained through continued
commitment and vigilance. This means not just maintaining the infra-
structure but also fostering a culture of cleanliness and responsibility among
the residents.

The government’s pledge to keep Quetta clean must be more than
just a statement; it must translate into sustained action. As citizens, we
too have a role to play in this transformation. The vision of a neat and
clean Quetta is within reach, but it will require the collective efforts of
both the government and the people.

As we look ahead, the partnership model championed by Dr. Faisal
Ahmed Khan could serve as a catalyst for other essential services across
Balochistan, including the newly expanded NADRA registration centers
and mobile vans. The commitment shown in these projects is commend-
able, and with continued collaboration and dedication, Quetta can indeed
reclaim its title as “Little Paris,” a city of beauty, culture, and cleanliness.

THE 2024 observance

of World Autism Day is
aligned with the imple-
mentation status and
progress on the Sustain-
able Development Goals.
Autism is a
neurodevelopmental
condition representing
human evolution and
neurodiversity among all
world populations. The
SDGs are universally
agreed goals adopted in
2015 by the UN to bridge
economic disparities in
17 overlapping areas in-
cluding access to qual-
ity health, education and
safety. They promote
gender equality and in-
clusive economic
growth and employment
for all.

The Sustainable
Development Agenda
was to be fulfilled by
2030. However, the SDG
report of 2023 shows
that progress on more
than 50 per cent of tar-
gets is inadequate while
in 30pc, it has reversed.
The most important rea-
son cited is the
neoliberal fiscal and
monetary policy
environm-ent created by
the “outdated, dysfunc-
tional and unfair interna-
tional financial architec-
ture” of the 1940s’
Bretton Woods institu-
tions. Inequalities within
rich and poor countries
are increasing, and the
North-South divide is
deepening. According to
the report, the SDGs are
in peril; their failure
would sound the death
knell for the planet.

Centuries of
colonisation and exploi-
tation have left develop-
ing countries with the

poorest, most vulnerable
people. Continu-ing in-
justices through institu-
tional monetary and po-
litical instruments play a
major role in the lack of
progress on SDGs. The
promise of increasing
official development as-
sistance by developed
countries towards
achieving the SDGs
hasn’t been kept, and
targets on climate
change haven’t met with
success, not least be-
cause the financial
co--m-----mitment of $100
billion per year was ig-
nored.

Poor progress on
SDGs is bad news for the
marginalised.

At the same time,
the developing coun-
tries’ governments can-
not be absolved of their
responsibility of eradi-
cating poverty and pro-
viding education, health,
access and employment
opportunities to their
people. In the 2023 Hu-
man Development
Ind-ex, Pakistan ranks
below Togo and
Rwanda, with only 4.4
average years of educa-
tion (SDG-4), while India
and Bangladesh (se-ven
years) are in the Medium
Development Index, and
Iran and Sri Lanka (11
years) in the High Devel-
opment Index. The SDG
Status Report issued by
the Planning
Com-mission in 2021 ad-
mits Pakistan’s progress
has been dismal in edu-
cation and poor on eco-
nomic growth and em-
ployment.

Pakistan has failed
to provide literacy to
60pc of its population in
the last 77 years; its pri-

mary and secondary
healthcare systems are
deteriorating due to low
budgetary allocations
and unbridled population
growth; poverty is rising;
its infrastructure of
roads, railways and air
travel is collapsing; busi-
ness growth is restricted
by high interest rates,
chronic energy deficit,
rentier capitalism and
elite capture; and its po-
sition on world indices of
poverty alleviation, eco-
nomic opportunities, per
capita productivity, hu-
man rights, safety, gen-
der equality, inclusion of
persons with disabilities
and almost everything
else has remained at
shamefully low levels.

A critical component
of development in general
and achieving SDGs in
particular, is good gover-
nance, oversight and ac-
countability of govern-
ments and public institu-
tions. Governance in Pa-
kistan has deteriorated
alarmingly, with the bu-
reaucracy and state insti-
tutions becoming parti-
san, self-serving and ra-
pacious. Two political
dynasties have ruled in
the name of democracy
for more than 40 years,
evading public account-
ability, weakening do-
mestic institutions, and
compromising national
interest with ad hoc
policy decisions. The
SDGs have thus been
sidelined.

The options of eco-
nomic recovery are fast
disappearing for Pakistan
and other countries on
the radar of the US and
EU agenda in their war for
capitalist hegemony. The
re--cent failure of UN

Pro-poor reform
By Dr Niaz Murtaza:

THE new set-up must

quickly undertake sub-
stantial reforms to save
our moribund economy
and ensure durable eco-
nomic stability, produc-
tive growth, equity and
sustainability. The IMF,
think tanks, business
groups, etc. mainly pro-
pose technical reforms,
such as deregulation and
privatisation, to loosen
the hold of an elite-run
state on markets, assum-
ing — against global
evidence — that un-
bridled markets can en-
sure progress. However,
the elites that run our
state run markets too.
Thus, many state ills ac-
tually stem from market
ills — twin deficits exist
partially as businesses
seek endless subsidies
and engage in tax eva-
sion and can’t compete
globally. The outcome is
that one can’t reform the
state without reforming

markets as market elites
will soon recapture it.

Reforms in which
the bulk of the populace
barely figures will pro-
duce an elite-run market
that fails on all four aims
mentioned above. With
the Soviet state-mo-
nopolist model proved
infeasible, the way for-
ward is a welfare-cum de-
velopmental state that
mainly serves the inter-
ests of the poor and also
ensures that markets
provide fair avenues to
them. Such reforms must
target the state and mar-
ket, make masses their
focus and use their po-
litical mobilisation as the
key force to unleash re-
form.

The starting point
must be a review of the
factors that cause pov-
erty among the masses,
ie, small producers and
labourers in rural and ur-
ban areas in Pakistan.
Such bottom-up analysis

will reveal not only the
lack of economic and so-
cial investment by the
state as key factors but
also the people’s exploi-
tation and
marginalisation by mar-
kets and local elites. It will
lead to a comprehensive
structural reform agenda
that covers legislation,
policies, strategies,
projects, services and
institutional reform at the
federal, provincial and
local levels, unlike the
usual band-aid welfare.

The agenda will ex-
pand the poor’s owner-
ship of assets (including
land reforms) and access
to credit, skills and tech-
nology; and ensure the
rule of law to protect
them from elite abuses. It
will expand locally de-
volved quality educa-
tion, health, family plan-
ning and other social ser-
vices; and support com-
munity-based groups
which mobilise and advo-

cate for the poor to in-
crease their bargaining
power in markets and
politics. Minorities,
women, and far-flung ar-
eas must be the top pri-
ority.

Investment in the
poor will drive national
progress.

This major invest-
ment in the poor will not
only serve ethical con-
cerns but also become
the main driver of na-
tional progress as re-
duced poverty ignites
growth that benefits all.
Despite our large popu-
lation, our internal mar-
ket is small, given low
incomes.

 Increasing
people’s incomes will
expand the size of the
national market and prof-
its for producers. This,
in turn, will again create
jobs, and expand in-
comes and the national
market size, thus igniting
a virtuous cycle of

progress.  The poor
spend more on local
goods than the rich, ben-
efiting local producers
and the external ac-
count.

This sharp focus on
the poor would serve as
the foundation for re-
forms in policy areas that
hog mainstream reform
agendas, such as fiscal,
external, investment,
state enterprise and en-
ergy issues. But the
policy steps in even
these areas will now
centralise and protect the
interests of the poor. To
achieve fiscal balances,
the state would only
give targeted subsidies
to the poor, eliminate
elite and universal sub-
sidies, focus more on di-
rect taxes on untaxed
sectors to generate
enough resources for
the increased invest-
ment in the poor, and
avoid indirect taxes that
burden the poor.
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Pakistan to benefit from Chinese expertise to protect
its cultural relics: Says a Pakistani delegate

Legal services platform established to support
China-Pakistan B2B cooperation

Pakistan a potential supplier in global
kiwifruit market: Experts

BEIJING (INP): Pa-
kistan is a potential
supplier in global kiwi-
fruit market, China
Economic Net (CEN)
reported on Monday
quoting experts.

According to the
report, the newly con-
cluded International
Training Workshop on
Kiwifruit Production
in Sichuan, agricul-
tural experts from
Pakistan saw their
country's potential to
become an important
player in the world's
kiwifruit market,
through collaborating
with China.

 Meanwhile, an
MoU was reached
between Sichuan
Provincial Academy
of Natural Resource
Sciences and the Uni-
versity of Swabi,
marking a promising
beginning of Sino-Pak
kiwifruit cooperation
in a more in-depth
form.

“Pakistan's kiwi
industry has immense
potential for growth
and development.
With its favorable cli-
mate, rich soil and
abundant water re-
sources, Pakistan can
become a significant
player in the global
kiwifruit market,” Dr.
Ruidar Ali Shah from
the University of
Swabi told CEN.

F u r t h e r ,
“Pakistan's strategic
location allows for
easy access to mar-
kets in the Middle
East, Central Asia and
Europe, providing a
competitive edge. I
am optimistic about
the future of
Pakistan's kiwi indus-
try and its potential to
contribute signifi-
cantly to the country's
economy,” he added.

“Pakistan's cli-

mate, especially in its
northern and hilly re-
gions, is suitable for
growing kiwifruit,
which requires moder-
ate temperatures and
adequate rainfall.

The growing de-
mand for kiwifruit in
both local and interna-
tional markets, coupled
with Pakistan's large
agricultural workforce,
presents a significant
opportunity for the
country to develop a
profitable kiwifruit in-
dustry,” Dr.
Muhammad Akhlaq
from PMAS-Arid Ag-
riculture University
Rawalpindi holds the
same opinion.

At the two-week
workshop, agricultural
experts from overseas
countries including Pa-
kistan, Egypt, Nepal
and Mongolia acquired
China's expertise in ki-
wifruit germplasm re-
source collection and
protection, new variety
breeding, cultivation
management, pest con-
trol, postharvest stor-
age and marketing.

“China kiwifruit
technology and industry
are highly advanced
and impressive.

The country's ex-
perience in kiwifruit
production particularly
in Sichuan province is
remarkable.

China's success in
kiwifruit cultivation,
harvesting and market-
ing is attributed to its
robust research and
development, efficient
irrigation systems and
effective supply chain
management,” Dr.
Ruidar Ali Shah said.

Additionally, as Dr.
Muhammad Akhlaq
sees it, techniques such
as controlled atmo-
sphere storage, mecha-
nized harvesting, and
disease-resistant vari-

eties are some of the
advancements con-
tributing to China's
dominance in the mar-
ket.

According to the
Pakistani experts, Chi-
nese technologies and
practices could be ap-
plicable to Pakistan
with right adaptations
based on Pakistan's
unique climate, soil
and market conditions.

More specifically,
China's expertise in
developing resilient
and climate-tolerant
kiwifruit varieties may
help Pakistan over-
come challenges re-
lated to climate vari-
ability, water scarcity,
and pest control.

“The Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI)
offers a platform for
both countries to col-
laborate on agricul-
tural projects, includ-
ing kiwifruit cultiva-
tion.

 Pakistan could
also benefit from Chi-
nese markets by ex-
porting kiwifruit once
production scales up,”
Dr. Muhammad
Akhlaq looked ahead.

Under the newly
signed MoU between
Sichuan Provincial
Academy of Natural
Resource Sciences
and the University of
Swabi, the two parties
will work
collaboratively on ca-
pacity building, educa-
tional training, organiz-
ing workshops & con-
ferences and ex-
change of faculty
members.

Ot also aimed at
initiating and launching
research projects, sub-
mission of projects to
donor organization,
etc. in the kiwifruit in-
dustrial development
and other natural re-
source conservation
and utilization.

Stones salvages point for Man City against
10-man Arsenal

MANCHESTER (INP):
John Stones' 98th-
minute equaliser sal-
vaged a 2-2 draw for
Manchester City against
10-man Arsenal in a bad-
tempered clash between

the two favourites
for the Premier League
title.

Arsenal played the
entire second half a man
down after Leandro
Trossard was sent off
but were seconds away
from inflicting City's first
home defeat since

November 2022.
"We have that belief we
can win any game and
never stop fighting,"
said Stones.

A draw was enough
for City to retake top
spot, two points clear of
Arsenal in fourth.

Erling Haaland's
100th City goal had
given Pep Guardiola's

men the perfect start.
Arsenal turned the

game around thanks to
Riccardo Calafiori's won-
der strike and another
set-piece header from
Gabriel Magalhaes.

The Gunners lost
Trossard for a second
booking just before half-
time. However, Mikel
Arteta's men produced a
stunning rearguard ac-
tion to hold out until the
final seconds when
Stones bundled in after
Arsenal failed to clear a
corner.

"It is a miracle we
played 56 minutes at the
Etihad with 10 men (and
didn't lose). It is unbe-
lievable what we have
done," said Arteta.

"They have made
another big step today as
a team and individuals."

The powder keg for
an explosive encounter

was lit within the first few
seconds when Kai
Havertz charged into
Rodri to leave the Span-
iard needing treatment.

Guardiola said City
had been handed an ad-
vantage by having an
extra day's rest and not
travelling for their Cham-
pions League draw with
Inter Milan on Wednes-
day.

Arsenal, by con-
trast, were in Italy on
Thursday for their 0-0
stalemate against
Atalanta. City burst out
of the traps to try and
make their fresher legs
count and got an early
reward.

Haaland had not
even managed a single
shot on target in the two
league meetings be-
tween the sides last sea-
son as Arsenal kept two
clean sheets against the

champions.
But the Norwegian

is in unstoppable form
and took just nine min-
utes to score his 10th
goal of the season and
bring up his century in
105 games for City.

Savinho's through
ball split the Arsenal de-
fence and Haaland coolly
prodded past the on-
rushing David Raya.

But City's momen-
tum was interrupted
when Rodri was forced
off in some distress with
a knee injury. Just sec-
onds after he was re-
placed by Mateo
Kovacic, Arsenal lev-
elled in stunning fashion.
Calafiori was picked out
by Gabriel Martinelli at
the edge of the box and
the Italian defender
curled a brilliant effort
beyond Ederson for his
first Gunners goal.

XI'AN (INP): Archaeo-
logical discoveries
could be one area of
Sino-Pak bilateral coop-
eration, and to learn from
Chinese expertise to pro-
tect its cultural relics.

In 2023, China and
Pakistan launched the
Guardians of Gandhara
project to support Paki-
stan in site maintenance,
the protection of cultural
relics, education on in-
digenous heritage, and
archaeological collabo-
ration, said a Pakistani
delegate Naveed
Hussain. He was along
the representatives of
several prominent inter-
national media outlets
who recently visited
Xi'an,  the capital of
Shaanxi province in
Northwest China.

Naveed told China
Economic Net (CEN)
that China's cultural
confidence is evident in
Xi'an. China and Paki-
stan are collaborating in

numerous ways. I believe
archaeological discover-
ies could be one area of
cooperation, and Paki-
stan can benefit from
Chinese expertise."

Xi'an is truly a won-
der of the world and a fit-
ting tribute to the heroes
of ancient China.  It
stands as a testament to
the multi-civilizational
exchanges throughout
human history," said
Naveed Hussain, as he
marveled at the
Terracotta Warriors.

In 1974, an archaeo-
logical team began exca-
vating Pit No. 1 of Em-
peror Qin Shi Huang's
mausoleum, the first em-
peror of the Qin Dynasty,
in Xi'an.  The excavation
revealed a vast under-
ground army of life-size
Terracotta Warriors, cre-
ated to accompany the
emperor in the afterlife.

Talking about ar-
chaeological discoveries,
Naveed informed China

Economic Net that he
learned Chinese archae-
ologists have applied
their expertise in Central,
West, and South Asia
over the past decade to
assist in the protection
of these sites.

A screen show dif-
ferent figure heads are
pictured during an exhi-
bition commemorating
the 50th anniversary of
the discovery and exca-
vation of the iconic
Terracotta Warriors at
the Emperor
Qinshihuang's Mauso-
leum.

The delegation also
visited an exhibition
commemorating the 50th
anniversary of the dis-
covery and excavation of
the Terracotta Warriors.

Naveed was inter-
ested in how to preserve
the color and integrity of
these artifacts during the
excavation process.

"In recent years,
Chinese and foreign re-

searchers have been col-
laborating to uncover
how ancient craftsmen
composed, layered, and
applied color to the art-
works, as well as to de-
termine how to protect
cultural relics that are
highly sensitive to envi-
ronmental factors, Feng
Guo, a senior journalist
from the China Economic
Information Service who
is passionate about Chi-
nese culture.

The museum has re-
ceived over 160 million
visitors since its estab-
lishment 45 years ago,
including more than 11
million last year. "I be-
lieve it offers a new per-
spective on the vibrant
culture of ancient China.

We also possess a
rich cultural heritage,
geographical diversity,
and a deep history, and
we hope that more Chi-
nese tourists will come to
visit Pakistan in the fu-
ture," Feng Guo added.

BEIJING (INP): Commer-
cial legal services plat-
form has been estab-
lished to support China-
Pakistan Business -to-
Business B2B coopera-
tion. The new step was
marked with the inaugu-
ration of "Belt and
Road" International
Commercial Legal Ser-
vices Demonstration
Zone in Xi'an.

A Pakistani delega-
tion led by the China-
Pakistan International
Business Alliance par-
ticipated in the signing
ceremony, acknowledg-
ing the platform's role in
providing critical legal
protections and bolster-

international commercial
legal services platform
will facilitate dispute
resolution and ensure
smoother business
transactions.

Mr. Wang Yongxin,
President of China-Paki-
stan International Busi-
ness Alliance introduced
that the platform will not
only serve Chinese com-
panies operating in Pa-
kistan but also provide
legal assistance to Paki-
stani enterprises in
China. "Previously, Paki-
stan and China lacked a
unified standard for legal
disputes, making it diffi-
cult to resolve conflicts
that arise from differ-

ing legal services for in-
dustrial cooperation un-
der the second phase of
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC).

The newly estab-
lished legal services zone
is expected to address
complexities arising from
the different legal sys-
tems of China and Paki-
stan, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Monday.

While Pakistan op-
erates under a legal
framework rooted in
common law traditions,
influenced by European
and American systems,
China follows a civil law
system.

The presence of an

ences in legal practices,
for example, different
quality inspection sys-
tems," explained Dr.
Muhammad Shahbaz,
member of the Pakistani
delegation.  The new
platform aims to fill this
gap by providing arbitra-
tion and mediation ser-
vices accepted by both
countries, ensuring that
disputes, particularly in
trade and export con-
tracts, can be resolved
efficiently. It is learned
that a team of lawyers has
been put in place to pro-
vide legal services in
both countries under the
to-be-established com-
mercial legal committee.

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson of the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP),  Senator Rubina
Khalid, meet with Mr. Ghulam Nabi Marri, National Coordinator International Fund for Agriculture
Development (IFAD).

ISLAMABAD: The outgoing Ambassador of Uzbekistan, Mr. Oybek Usmanov, meeting president Asif
Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

QUETTA: Young Lawyers Forum for Judicial Reforms President Fatima Nazar advocates addressing
a press conference Quetta Press Club (QPC).
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Election authorities denying major political party
recognition infringes electorate’s rights: SC

Asad Qaiser suggests PM Shehbaz to quit as
govt will 'cease to exist' by December

Dengue cases on the rise in Punjab as 86
new cases were reported

Speaker NA declares KSA an emblem of
strength, progress worldwide

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former Na-
tional Assembly speaker and PTI
leader Asad Qaiser has said that
the government will not last till
December, it is better that Shehbaz
Sharif resigns himself.

Speaking in a TV
progoramme  on Sunday night, he
said the nation has been reeling
under inflation and unrest. There
are no representatives of the
people in the current assembly, he
added.

“The government is trying to
take away our reserved seats,” the
former speaker said and added
that the PTI was playing its role
as opposition in the assembly.

Talking about the Lahore rally,
he dared parties to “organise a
rally under the circumstances we
held the jalsa.

He said raids were conducted
before the rally to arrest PTI work-

ers and leaders, he continued.
Asad challenged “Mian

Sahib to hold a rally having half
of our rally’s participation.”

The PTI leader deplored that
the government has crossed all
moral limits. “Fundamental rights
are suspended in the country.
The Punjab government used ev-
ery illegal tactic to stop the rally.
The government has failed. We
have decided to go to any extent
to fight them.”

He said that the government
was flouting the orders of the ju-
diciary. He announced that the PTI
core committee would meet on
Monday to chalk out a future
course of action.

The former speaker said that
“we are running out of options.
We will soon be on roads. The
country would be run democrati-
cally.”

Asad Qaiser said that the
government has no mandate. It
has exhausted all its options. The
PTI founder is kept in jail only to
exact revenge on him. Frivolous
cases have been registered
against him.”

Regarding resignations from
assemblies, he said it could take
some time as “we will take our al-
lies on board in this regard.

“In a couple of weeks, we will
engage the parties of every prov-
ince [on resignations].”

He said the PTI has no other
option left except launching a
movement for the ouster of the
government. “We want Maulana
Fazlur Rahman and other parties
to be on board with us.

Asad expressed unhappiness
at the decisions of the chief jus-
tice and requested him to decide
cases according to the law.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Su-
preme Court on Monday released
its detailed verdict on the July 12
order in the reserved seats case,
which had declared the PTI a par-
liamentary party.

The 8-5 majority July order
had declared ex-premier Imran
Khan’s PTI eligible for seats re-
served for women and minorities,
dealing a major setback to Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s ruling
coalition.

Justice Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah had announced the major-
ity verdict, which was supported
by seven other judges: Justices
Munib Akhtar, Muhammad Ali
Mazhar, Ayesha A Malik, Athar
Minallah, Syed Hasan Azhar
Rizvi, Shahid Waheed and Irfan
Saadat Khan.

The case had been heard by
a 13-member bench — Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa and Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail had penned a minor-
ity judgment; Justices Aminuddin
Khan and Naeem Akhtar Afghan
in their ruling had rejected the
pleas for reserved seats; and Jus-
tice Yahya Afridi had also dis-
missed the Sunni It tehad
Council’s petitions.

Despite the 8-5 split, all 13
judges had declared the PTI a par-
liamentary party as they ruled that
out of a list of 80 MNAs, 39 be-
longed to the PTI while 41 were
given the chance to resubmit their
party affiliation.

The 70-page judgement re-
leased today, available on the SC’s
website, was authored by Justice
Shah, who is set to succeed in-
cumbent CJP Isa as the top judge
in October.

The verdict states: “When
election authorities engage in ac-
tions […] such as unlawfully de-
nying the recognition of a major
political party and treating its
nominated candidates as inde-
pendents, they not only compro-
mise the rights of these candidates
but also significantly infringe
upon the rights of the electorate
and corrode their own institu-
tional legitimacy.”

“The importance of free and
fair elections in a democracy can-
not be overstated. The judiciary’s
role in ensuring electoral integrity

and upholding the will of the
people is essential for sustaining
public trust in the democratic pro-
cess,” the order read.

The SC asserted that the
“court’s power to do ‘complete
justice’ is a critical tool in prevent-
ing democratic backsliding and
protecting democracy effec-
tively”.

The eight-judge order also
expressed “some doubts about
whether the Commission has the
power to reject the certificate of
intra-party elections submitted by
a political party under Section 209,
and whether the Commission ex-
ercised its discretion under Sec-
tion 215(5) justly, fairly and rea-
sonably in PTI’s case, adding
“fundamental right of citizens to
vote for the political party of their
choice was at stake”.

“Similarly, we have certain
reservations about how the mat-
ter of intraparty elections — a
matter of internal governance of
party — can trump the fundamen-
tal rights of citizens to vote and
of political parties to effectively
participate in and contest elec-
tions through obtaining a com-
mon symbol for their candidates,
guaranteed under Articles 17(2)
and 19 of the Constitution.

“However, since these ques-
tions are sub judice in the review
petition filed by PTI against this
Court’s judgment dated 13 Janu-
ary 2024, we abstain from examin-
ing and expressing our definitive
view on them,” the verdict said,
referring to the SC ruling denying
the PTI its party symbol.

The verdict stated that Jus-
tice Mazhar wished to “make clear
that nothing in this paragraph is
intended to or will impact upon
the hearing of the review peti-
tion”.

In its majority verdict, the SC
also observed that the returning
officers (ROs) and the ECP’s nu-
merous “unlawful acts and omis-
sions” had “caused confusion
and prejudice to PTI, its candi-
dates and the electorate who
voted for PTI”.

“PTI’s nominated candidates
were wrongly shown independent
candidates in the list of contest-
ing candidates (Form 33) by the
returning officers and were also

wrongly notified as independent
returned candidates in the Sec-
tion-98 notification by the Com-
mission,” the judgment read.

It noted that “after the intra-
party elections (which were not
later accepted by the Commis-
sion), Gohar Ali Khan had as-
sumed at least de facto charge of
PTI’s functions and affairs as its
chairman”.

Therefore, the SC said, the
“acts performed by him on behalf
of PTI” before January 13 — when
the court restored the ECP ver-
dict of not letting PTI retain its
electoral symbol for the general
elections — were “fully valid and
effective”.

“In the present case, […] the
unlawful acts and omissions of the
Returning Officers and the Com-
mission, which have caused con-
fusion and prejudice to PTI, its
candidates and the electorate who
voted for PTI, are numerous,” the
order read.

ECP failed to perform its role
as ‘guarantor institution’ of demo-
cratic processes

The SC verdict noted that
ECP “in its role as a guarantor in-
stitution and impartial steward, is
tasked with ensuring the transpar-
ency and fairness of elections to
maintain public trust in the elec-
toral system”.

“This is essential for the le-
gitimacy of elected representa-
tives and the stability of the po-
litical system. The Commission
must uphold democratic principles
and the integrity of electoral pro-
cesses by ensuring that elections
truly reflect the will of the people,
thereby preserving the democratic
fabric of the nation,” it stressed.

“Unfortunately, the circum-
stances of the present case indi-
cate that the Commission has
failed to fulfil this role in the gen-
eral elections of 2024,” the apex
court observed.

It highlighted that the ECP as
a “constitutional ‘electoral man-
agement body’, is not merely an
administrative entity but a funda-
mental ‘guarantor institution’ of
democratic processes, with a con-
stitutional status akin to a ‘fourth
branch of government’, adding it
must “fully recognise its consti-
tutional position and the critical

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Speaker National Assembly,
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on Monday
declared the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia an emblem of strength
and progress worldwide.

The Speaker NA in a
statement on the 94th National
Day of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia said that on this joyous
occasion, he on behalf of the
National Assembly and the
people of Pakistan extends
heartfelt congratulations to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said
that not only Pakistan but all
international countries recog-
nize and appreciate the contri-
butions of Saudi Arabia to glo-
bal peace, economic develop-
ment, and the preservation of
Islamic heritage.

He expressed special
greetings to King Salman bin
Abdul-Aziz Al Saud, Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, Speaker of Shura

Council Dr. Abdullah Al-
Sheikh and the nation of Saudi
Arabia commending their ex-
emplary leadership and vision.

The Speaker NA empha-
sized Saudi Arabia’s vital role
as the custodian of the Holy
Cities of Mecca and Medina,
expressing profound gratitude
for the Kingdom’s hospitality
towards millions of Muslim pil-
grims each year.

He acknowledged the im-
portance of this sacred respon-
sibility, highlighting the
Kingdom’s commitment to en-
suring a safe and enriching pil-
grimage experience for all.
Reflecting on Saudi Arabia’s
achievements over the past 94
years, he said the Kingdom
contributions to socio-eco-
nomic development within the
region and the Muslim world
are commendable.

Saudi Arabia has signifi-
cantly fostered growth in the
region and has played a key

role in unifying the Muslim
Ummah, through its monumen-
tal contributions as member of
Organisation of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC), he added.

Ayaz Sadiq also high-
lighted the deep-rooted ties
between Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia, built on mutual respect,
shared values, and Islamic
brotherhood.

He said that both nations
have consistently supported
one another in times of need,
reinforcing their enduring
friendship. The Speaker ex-
pressed confidence that the re-
lationship will continue to flour-
ish, paving the way for greater
collaboration and mutual ben-
efit in the years to come.

The Speaker prayed to
Allah to bless Saudi Arabia
with lasting peace, unity, and
progress, reaffirming
Pakistan’s commitment to
strengthening bilateral ties for
a prosperous future.

LHC hears plea seeking issuance of notification
for appointment of new CJP

LAHORE (INP):  The Lahore
High Court (LHC) on Monday
heard a petition, seeking the
issuance of the notification for
the appointment of Supreme
Court

(SC) judge Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah as the next
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP.

Justice Faisal Zaman
Khan heard Nadeem Shibli
Advocate’s petition. Assistant
Attorney General Chaudhry
Naseer Ahmad Gujjar repre-
sented the federal government
in the case.

In his plea, Nadeem Ad-
vocate stated that there was a
sense of anxiety in the country
owing to political, legal and
constitutional issues.

He further said that the

president as well as the prime
minister had made the appoint-
ment of the new chief justice
an issue.

“And in order to enlist the
support of a majority of the
members of the Parliament
(MPs) for the passage of the
constitutional amendments,
even the MPs were picked
up,” read the petition.

The petitioner further said
that as per the constitution, the
senior-most judge in the apex
court was elevated to the rank
of the CJP. “The appointment
of the new chief justice is no-
tified two months prior to the
retirement of the sitting CJP.”

Now when, Nadeem Ad-
vocate went on to say, only
one month was left before the

retirement of CJP Justice Qazi
Faez Isa, the government had
yet to issue the notification that
showed a bad intention on its
part.

“Consequently, there is a
sense of uneasiness not only
in the legal fraternity but also
in the masses. The LHC Bar
even organized a lawyers’ con-
vention on the issue,” the peti-
tioner said, adding, “Unfortu-
nately, Federal Law Minister
Azam Nazir Tarar is not play-
ing the kind of role he is sup-
posed to play.”

The petitioner prayed to
the court to order the immedi-
ate issuance of the notification
for the appointment of Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah as the chief
justice of Pakistan.

MIANWALI (INP): Dengue cases
are on the rise in Punjab as 86 new
cases were reported from various
parts of the province during the
last 24 hours.

Majority of these cases, 74
in total,  were reported in
Rawalpindi, while Gujranwala,
Sheikhupura, At tock, and
Mianwali each recorded two
cases.

One case each was identified
in Lahore, Kasur, Chakwal, and
Sahiwal. According to health de-
partment sources, the total num-
ber of dengue cases was swelled
to 1,044 after 377 new cases were
reported in Punjab.

A spokesperson for the Pri-
mary and Secondary Healthcare
Department said that hospitals
were fully equipped with neces-
sary medicines and treatments to
combat the virus.

In response to the spike in

cases, the health department has
issued an advisory urging citi-
zens to maintain clean and dry
environment to prevent the breed-
ing of mosquitoes.

They called for public coop-
eration with health teams actively
working to control the outbreak.
A free helpline (1033) has also
been provided for those seeking
treatment or information, or to
register complaints related to den-
gue. Health department officials
stressed the importance of vigi-
lance and proactive measures to
curb the spread across Punjab.

On the direction of Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz, the up-
gradation of all hospitals inside
the City has commenced. This
was disclosed by Punjab Minis-
ter for Primary and Secondary
Healthcare Khawaja Imran Nazir
during the inauguration of a new
nursery and blood bank at the

Govt Maternity Hospital New
Karol on Sunday.

The minister said the addition
of these facilities was a part of
larger up-gradation process aimed
at improving the hospital’s ser-
vices.

He emphasised that each
hospital would be thoroughly as-
sessed, and any missing or inad-
equate facilities would be pro-
vided on a priority basis.

Khawaja Imran Nazir an-
nounced the opening of clinics for
hepatitis and Non-Communicable
Diseases (NCD) under the chief
minister’s directive, further en-
hancing the healthcare system in
the City.

During his visit, the minister
toured various departments of the
hospital, reviewing medical facili-
ties and inquiring from patients
about the availability of medi-
cines, tests, and other treatments.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Religious Affairs Chaudhry Salik Hussainin a meeting with
religious scholars.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister Jam Kamal Khan and UK Trade Commissioner Oliver Christian
Discuss Strengthening Bilateral Trade and Exploring New Avenues for Partnership.

Islamabad: FEDERAL MINISTER FOR INTERIOR MOHSIN NAQVI IN A MEETING WITH AMBAS-
SADOR OF SAUDI ARABIA Nawaf bin Said Ahmed Al-Malilki.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti along with Provincial Ministers Mir
Muhammad Sadiq Umrani, Bakht Muhammad KaKar and Parliamentary Secretary Nawabzada Zareen
Magsi on the occasion of Pashtun Culture Day.


