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Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
arrived in Quetta on a two day visit

Malaysian PM
Anwar Ibrahim to
visit Pakistan on
October 2-4

ISLAMABAD

ister Dato' Seri Anwar Ibrahim
vnll indertake an official visit to
Pakistan from 2-4 October 2024,
at the invitation of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, the Foreign Of-
fice (FO) announced on Monday.

The Malaysian premier will
be accompanied by a high-level
delegation, including Ministers,
Deputy Ministers, and senior of-
ficials, the FO said in a statement.

rime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim will hold meetings with
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
The two sides will discuss a wide-
ranging agenda to further
strengthen Pakistan-M: aties
in diverse fields, including trade,
connectivity, energy, agriculture,
the halal industry, tourism, cul-
tural exchanges, and pcoplc to-
people contacts. They will also
discuss regional and global de-
velopments,” the statement
added. NEWS DESK.

Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) arrests
8 suspects for

supplying drugs
to students

NEWS DESK:The Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) has arrested
cight individuals involved in sell-
ing drugs at educational institu-
tions. A nationwide crackdown
against those selling drugs to stu-
dcnlb is ongoing.

According to the ANF
spokesperson, operations against
those selling drugs in educational
institutions are ongoing. During
these operations, drugs worth
‘more than 4.2 million rupees were
seized, and eight suspects were
arrested.

Near a university on Raiwind
Road, Lahore, 450 grams of hash-
ish and 20 grams of ecstasy pills
were recovered, and the suspect
was arrested.

Near another university in
Johar Town, Lahore, 130 grams of
crystal meth and 40 grams of ec-
stasy pills were seized from a sus-

ect.

‘Additionally, 120 grams of
hash were recovered from a sus-
pect near Kak Pul, Islamabad, who
was involved in selling drugs to
students at educational institu-
tions.

Bilawal Bhutto Proposes Constitutional
Court with Equal Provincial Representation

QUETTA: Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, during his two-day visit
to Quetta, proposed the estab-
lishment of a constitutional
court to ensure equal represen-
tation for all provines.

He emphasized that this initiative
aligns with the vision of the late
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto, who first suggested the
idea.

Speaking to party lawmakers and

workers, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
stated.

“We are working on creating a
consensus document that will
fulfill the promise made by
Benazir Bhutto regarding judi-

News Desk:

cial reforms. The goal is to es-
tablish a court where all prov-
inces, including Balochislan,
are equally represented.”

The PPP Chairman further high-
lighted the achievements of the
party, citing the 18th Amend-
ment and the NFC Award as
critical contributions. He reaf-
firmed the party’s stance on
supporting democratic institu-
tions, adding that despite cur-
rent political turmoil in
Islamabad, there will be no im-
pact on Balochistan.

Flood Relief Efforts
Earlier in the day, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari distributed cheques to

flood-affected families in a cer-
emony at the Chief Minister’s
Secrefariat.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, welcomed the
gec(ure and expressed grati-

“Bi]awal Bhutto Zardari’s support
for the flood victims reflects
true solidarity. We are grateful
for his efforts,” Bugti remarked.

In his speech,

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari under-
scored the importance of unity
and rebuilding efforts in the
province, assuring the people
of Balochistan of the PPP’s un-
wavering commitment to their
welfare.

i '
Lt General Muhammad Asim Malik takes
charge as new ISI chief

KARACHI: Licutenant General
Muhammad Asim Malik has of-
ficially taken charge as the new
Director-General of the Inter-
Services Intelligence (IS).

His appointment marks a signifi-
cant transition within Pakistan's
intelligence community.

Lt Gen Asim Malik is recognised
as one of the Pakistan Army's
most capable operational com-
manders, adept at meeting com-
plex objectives with timely ac-
tions.

He possesses expertise in opera-
tional intelligence and has man-
aged various military affairs.

Before this role, General Malik
commanded the Infantry Divi-

sion in Balochistan and the In-
fantry Brigade in Waziristan.

He has been awarded the presti-
gious Sword of Honour and has
served as Chief Instructor at the
National Defence University
(NDU) and as an instructor at
the Command and Staff College
in Quetta. Additionally, the new
spymaster is a graduate of Fort
Leavenworth and the Royal Col-
lege of Defence Studies.

He previously held responsibili-
ties within the Military Opera-
tions Directorate.

Gen Asim MaliK's tenure as Adju-
tant General coincided with sig-
nificant political events, includ-
ing the arrest of former prime

minister Imran Khan and subse-
quent unrest.

Following Imran's detention, sup-
porters of his party, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT), engaged
in protests that led to damage
to public property and military
installations.

A former colleague noted that
Malik's new role underscores
the strong confidence the mili-
tary leadership has in him.

The ISI, founded in 1948,
Pakistan's premier intelligence
agency. While officially report-
ing to the prime minister, the
agency often plays a significant
role in the country’s political and
security affairs. NEWS DES]

CM Bugti:

Girls to Oxford, Terrorist

“We Send

Send Them for Attacks”

Staff Reporter:

‘QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti, ina press
conference, underscored the
stark contrast between the
government’s efforts to uplift
Baloch youth through educa-
tion and the terrorists” destruc-
tive agenda of manipulating
them into violence.

“We are sending our girls to Ox-
ford for education, while terror-
ists are sending them for at-
tacks,” Bugti said, emphasizing
the government’s commitment
to empowering Baloch women
through education.

Bugti referenced the case of
Hadila Baloch, a young woman
who abandoned a planned sui-
cide attack, crediting her father’s
intervention for preventing a
potential tragedy.

Chief Minister

Bugti expressed concern over the
manipulation of Baloch youth
by terrorist organizations, stat-
ing that many are being “misled
under the guise of false propa-

canda.”
He highlighted the ongoing chal-
lenge of preventing educated
Baloch youth from being re-
cruited by militant groups, say-

in

“Educated Baloch youth are be-
ing turned into fuel for terror-
ism. It is tragic to see our bright-
est minds being used for vio-
lence.”
Focus on Education

as the Solution

In contrast, Bugti praised the
government’s efforts to provide
education and opportunities for

Sarfaraz Bugti

conference, Photo: Muhammad Ismail Attal

“Hadila’s father received a mes-
sage that she would never re-
turn home again. He struggled
and managed to bring her back,
saving not only his daughter but
countless lives,” Bugti shared.

Role of Families in

Preventing Terrorism
The Chief Minister stressed the
need for families to remain vigi-
lant and maintain close contact
with their children, urging par-
ents to seek government assis-

Baloch youth, particularly

women.

“Instead of committing suicide
attacks, we are giving PhDs to
Baloch women. Education is the
path forward, not violence,”
Bugti said.

He pointed out the provincial
government’s focus on sending

aloch women to top universi-

ties like Oxford, ensuring that

they have a future built on

knowledge, not destruction.
d o

of

tance if they lose
tion with their children.
“Hadila’s father showed us how
crucial it is for parents to act
quickly when their children are
being misled.

His actions saved lives, and we
urge all parents to reach out to
government representatives if
they fear their children are be-
ing drawn into terrorism,” Bugti
stated.

Baloch Youth Misled
| into Terrorism

Recent Attacks

Bugti also condemned the recent
Kkillings of laborers in Panjgur
and the murder of a barber in
Quetta, expressing frustration
over these senseless acts of vio-
ence.

“Killing innocent laborers and ci-
vilians will not free Balochistan.

The bloodshed of the innocent is
not the path to freedom,” Bugti
stated, adding that these attacks
only serve to further destabilize
the region.

Professors and Lecturers Observe
Hunger Strike in Quetta

Syed Al

Quetta:Professors and lectur-

from University of
Balochistan and BUITEMS observed
a hunger strike outside the Quetta
Press Club on Monday, demanding
the government address their griev-
ances. The protest, organized by the
academic staff associations of both
universities, highlighted issues such
as unpaid salaries and alleged corrup-
tion within the institutions.

Leading the protest were Pro-
fessor Kaleemullah Bareech, Profes-
sor Fareed Achakzai, Professor Hasrat
Hussain Shah, and other faculty mem-
bers. They expressed their frustra-
tion over the lack of response from
the authorities and the deteriorating
conditions at their universities.

Professor Kaleemullah Bareech
voiced his concerns, stating, “We have
not received our salaries for months.
How are we supposed to sustain our
families and continue our work under

such conditions? This is a gr
Jmucc‘

Shah:

Professor Fareed Achakzai
added, “The corruption within our
universities is rampant. Funds meant
for academic development arc being
sed, and there is no accountabil-
We demand a thorough investiga-
tion and immediate action against
those responsible.

Professor Hasrat emphasized
the impact on students, saying, “Our
students are suffering due to the ad-
ministrative failures and corruption.
‘Their educationis being compromised,
and this is unacceptable. The govern-
‘ment must intervene and resolve these
issues promptly.”

‘The hunger strike drew signi
cant attention from the media and the
public, withmany expressing solidar-
ity with the protesting faculty mem-
bers. The professors and lecturers
have vowed to continue their protest
until their demands are met, urging
the government to take swift and de-
cisive action to address the cris

Balochistan’s higher education s

UNDP Empowers Balochistan: Education,
Climate, and Healthcare Initiatives

Continued to page 2

Balochistan Needs Action, Not An-
other Failed Polio Campaign

Continued to page 2

University of Balochistan to Host
International Conference on Linguistics
and Literature
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Public-Private Partnerships: A Solution
to Balochistan’s Education Crisis

Editorial:

The recent dismissal of 114 absentee teachers in Balochistan marks a pivotal
moment in the province’s long-overdue effort to address the crisis in its edu-
cation sector. With an inquiry underway against an additional 2,000 teachers,
the Balochistan government s sending a clear message: education is no longcr
tobe taken lightly. Chronic absentecism has plagued the region’s schools for
years, compromising the quallty of education for countless children. The ac-
tions taken by the provincial government, under the leadership of Education
Minister Raheela Hameed Khzm Durrani, reflect a commendable commitment to
i reform.

Chief Minister Bdlcclmldn Mir Sarfaraz Bugti deserves appreciation for
upholding the banner of merit in teachers recruitment and directing the educa-
tion department to make sure out of school children are in schools.

This bold move is not an isolated cffun but part of a broader strategy that
includes reopening 400 1 schools, cduca-
tional i ishing Scl hoo] Committees (SMCs)
to engage local commumueq in governance. These initiatives are critical in a
province where vast rural areas and underdeveloped regions have long suf-
fered from a lack of access to quality education. e schools,

UNDP Empowers Balochistan: Education,
Climate, and Healthcare Initiatives

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: In the
vast and rugged land-
scape of Balochistan,
where challenges
ranging from climate
change

impacts to educa-
tional disparities per-
sist, the United Na-
tions Development
Programme (UNDP)
has emerged as a bea-
con of hope, spear-
heading initiatives to
tackle these pressing
issues head-on.

With  climate
change wreaking
havoc on communities
and ccosystems
across the globe,
Balochi has not

particularly in remote areas, will expand educational opportunities and bring
long-term benefits to underserved communities.

However, while these steps are vital, Balochistan faces deep-seated struc-
tural that will require lutions. The province’s
shortage of educational facilities, coupled with the continued lack of qualified
and committed teachers, underscores the need for further innovation.

In this context, an approach recently introduced by the Punjab govern-
‘ment could offer a promising model. Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz has an-
nounced plans to hand over thousands of government-run schools to public-
private partnerships (PPPs) to improve the quality of education. This initiative
seeks to leverage the expertise and resources of the private sector to address

been spared from its
effects.

In response, the
UNDP has been
implementing a series
of projects in collabo-
ration with various
stakeholders, including
civil society,

government bod-

ies, and non-govern-
mental organizations
(NGOs)

These projects
aim to mitigate the im-
pacts of climate
change,

r(.hdblll(dl(. flood-
affected areas like
Hanna Urak in Quetta,
provide skill trainings
and financial aid to
improve livelihood, and
enhance access
education, particularly
for girls.

UNDP Sup-
porting 43
Schools To

Improve Edu-
cational Op-
portunities For
Girls

In a region where
the female literacy rate
hovers at a mere 17
percent,

the UNDP’s fo-
cus on improving edu-

cational opportunities
for girls is particularly
crucial.

By supporting the
rehabilitation of 43
schools in four districts
of Balochistan, the
UNDP aims to provide
over 8,000 students,
predominantly girls,
with improved learning
facilities.

This concerted
effort not only empow-
ers girls with education
but also paves the way
for a more equitable
and prosperous future
for the entire region.

Nine Oxygen
plants set to be
installed in
public hospitals
across
Balochistan

is set to install nine
oxygen plants in pub-
lic hospitals across
Balochistan, including
the renowned Sheikh
Zayed Hospital in
Quetta.

This initiative
secks to enhance the
healthcare infrastruc-
ture and capacity of
these facilities,
thereby improving ac-
cess to vital medical
services for communi-
ties across the prov-
ince.

UN Assis-
tant Secre-
tary-General
Kanni
‘Wignaraja
Reviews
Projects In
Balochistan

Furthermore, rec-
ognizing the impor-
tance of access to
healthcare, the UNDP

Recently, UN As-
sistant Secretary-Gen-
eral and UNDP Re-
gional Director Kanni

Wignaraja  visited
Quetta to assess the
progress of these i
tiatives alongside
UNDP Balochislan
Chief Zulfigar
Durrani.

During her visit.
she held detailed di
cussions with Chief
Minister

Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, reaf-
firming the UNDP’s
commitment to sup-
porting the govern-
ment of Balochistan in
addressing the region’s
most pressing chal-
lenges.

As these projects
continue to unfold, they
stand as testament to
the transformative
power

of international
cooperation and col-
lective action in build-
ing a more resilient and
sustainable future for
Balochistan and its
peaple.

within the with its unique chall
could benefit greatly from such a strategy.
The PPP model could provide much-needed support in teacher training,

curriculum P , and school By private
eecmremcnemywnh pubhc accountability, it could address the chronic prob-
lems of . Italsoallows for innova-

tive educational appmachcs as well as better ovcmght through community
involvement, echoing the role SMCs are already playing in Balochistan.

While the province’s government has made significant strides in improv-
ing the educational landscape, adopting and adapting the PPP model could be
a game changer. A partnership between public and private entities has the
potential to create a sustainable system, offering both modern educational
resources and stringent oversight to ensure that students receive the educa-
tion they deserve.

Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani’s vision of a robust, effective education
system is laudable, and the ongoing reforms are a step in the right direction.
But if Balochistan is to truly turn the page on its troubled education sector, it
must embrace innovative solutions like public-private partnerships to bring
about the transformative changes that its children so desperately need. Only
by doing so can the province ensure a brighter, more promising future for the
next generation.

Economic revival

By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

PP, ably both. Pursuant to tocut wasteful public ex-

!N 1992, Bill Clinton ran theyagreement with the pense. P
his campaign for US IMF, the government However, we have
presidency on three slo- plam to tax the retail yet to see any concrete
gans, one of which was sector as part of its ef- step being taken to give
4It’s the economy, stu- forts to document the credence to  the
pid’. In the backdrop of ~ informal economy. government’s claims of
the economic downturn This would certainly belt-tightening.

the early 1990s, help broaden the tax For instance, when
Clinton’s focus on eco- base. Opposite my the government an-
nomic revival resonated  house is a supermarket nounced cost cuts on in-
well with his voters, and  frequented by so many ternational travel, one
within three years, eco- customers that I have saw alonglist of the cat-
nomic growth picked up.  rarely seen the cashier egories of public office
Ever since, the phrase desk without a queue holders who would be
‘It’s the economy, stu- before it. entitled to travel busi-
pid’ has been used exten- Yet, when it comes ness class.
sively to emphasise the to paying taxes, this When we are knee-
pivotal role of economic ~ shop, like manyretailers, deep in debt, should
management in a isreluctant to enter the these not be minimised?
nation’s prosperity. tax net. Similarly, many high-rank-

In Pakistan today, Our people need to  ing officials use protocol
the imperative of eco- realise that theroads we cavalcades to move
nomic revival can hardly ~ travel on, the public ser- about; can cuts not be
be overemphasised. For  vices we avail of, and the made here? The larger
decades, we have been higher quality of life we point is that austerity
living beyond our means, ~ desire can only be avail- ~ flows top down. As such,
collecting a mountain of able if we pay taxes. An  the surrender of a second
debt along the way. In- argument ofien made in ~ car by the chief justice is
terest payments con- response to the topic of a welcome precedent
sume the bulk of our rev-  increasing the tax net is  worth emulating.
enues, and perpetual that the revenue col- We have yet to see
loans are sought to run lected from the common any concrete proof of
the government. Effec- man’s taxes is used by belt-tightening.
tively, that means much high officials of the gov- Meanwhile, the 18th
of what the government ~ ernment to finance their - Amendment, which de-
does is with borrowed = over-extended lifestyles. volved several subjects
money. Itis, therefore, important to the provinces, was a

This is unsustain- that while broadening stepin theright direction,
able; either we increase  the tax base, the govern-  but its implementation
our revenues, or reduce ment make an equally has left much to be de-
our expenses — prefer-  robust and visible effort ~sired.

Targeting

By Muhammad Amir Rana:

;‘HE Shangla terrorist
atlack on the Chinese
engineers’ vehicle is
having consequences.
Chinese companies have
suspended work on at
least three critical hydro-
power projects: the Dasu
dam, the Diamer-}
dam, and the Tarbela 5lh
Extension.

The attack has
caused significant alarm.
Apart from disrupting
these vital infrastructure
projects, it has shaken
the confidence of Chi-
nese nationals working
in Pakistan. Reports in-
dicate some are consid-
ering leaving the coun-
try due to safety con-
cemns.

The Pakistani gov-
ernment has repeatedly
pledged to bring the per-
petrators to justice.
However, the recent in-
cident has eroded trust.
Chinese social media re-
flects growing anxiety,
with calls for stricter se-
curity measures to pro-
tect Chinese lives.

Whenever a major
terrorist incident occurs
in the country, the me-
dia, security experts, and
even state institutions
start to make sweeping
generalisations about
the event, the culprits,
their motives, and the
terrorist groups that
could have been in-
volved in such inci-
dents. The firstand most
well-known excuse cited
is foreign involvement in
the attacks, especially
those targeting Chinese
nationals or CPEC-re-
lated projects.

Thrcc names uflcr-
2 to
mmd Tehreek -¢- Talxbnn
Pakistan (TTP),
Balochistan Liberation
Army, and the Islamic
State-Khorasan.

They guess a spe-
cific group’s involve-

‘ment depends on the re-
gion; these three groups
have specific operational
bases.

The same is the
case for the recent
Shangla attack. The
names of all three groups
popped up immediately
after the attack. The TTP
has been projected as
the prime suspect, as
one of its commanders
was declared the master-
mind behind a similar at-
tack on the Chinese in
Kohistan in 2021. The
names ofa few TTP com-
‘manders who may have
orchestrated the attack
are circulatingin the me-
dia. Quickly jumping to
conclusions distracts in-
vestigation and impacts
the state’s ability to
tackle the security situa-
tion comprehensively.

The state’s history
of compromise with mili-
tant  groups  has
emboldened them.

Pakistan’s militant
landscape may not be
too wmplcx bul is dx»

Chinese nationals

The  Deobandi
school is dominant in the
region and blends with
conservative social tradi-
tions, particularly the
honour code. The result-
ant insularity has led to
frequent interactions be-
tween the locals and
Deobandi madressahs,
as well as sectarian and
militant outfits in the
country. The locals sup-
port these religious
organisations, giving
them financial and human
resources, and weapons.
Before receiving large
compensation sums for
the Dasu and Basha
dams, the region thrived
on timber smuggling.

Extremist tenden-
cies in the region are
stronger than those in
the neighbouring areas.
Anti-Shia sentiment,
blood feuds in the com-
munity, and a sense of
ethnic supcnm ityare in-
grained.

The region has al-
ways been difficult to
govern. Security institu-

involved in the 2013 ter-
rorist attack on the
Nanga Parbat base camp
targeting foreign climb-
ers — and an end to
‘women’s sporting activi-
ties in GB for the

inister’s release. They
claimed they blocked the
road because the state
failed to honour a 2019
agreement, and issued a
10-day ultimatum for the
government tomeet their
demands.

Although a promi-
nent violent actor, it is
not the only one in the
region. The MGB and
other local militant
groups reportedly main-
tain close links with the
TTP and sectarian out-
fits based in Punjab.
These external groups
appear to support local
militants, as evidenced
by the TTP’s involve-
ment in the 2022 Babusar
Pass blockade. The
state’s history of com-
promise with militant
eroups has cmbuldcncd
lhcm For ins e, i

projects?

While anti-develop-
ment sentiments are not
that high in the area,
many believe that dams
and wider roads will trig-
ger urbanisation,
women’s emancipation,
and modernisation,
which they perceive as
threats to their religion
and culture. The domi-
nant trend suggests that
most people are happy
with the compensation
money and employment
prospects.

However,  this
doesn’t diminish the
level of religious extrem-
ism present. Some resi-
dents may sympathise
with the Uighur commu-
nity in Xinjiang, and oth-
ers may dislike the pres-
ence of foreigners on
their land. These factors
could be nurturing nega-
tive perceptions about
Chinese nationals in the
region.

One possible ex-
ample of the local dy-
namics is seen in the

verse.
sociopolitical factors,
and group dynamics all
work within local con-
texts.  In  any
counterterrorism inquiry,
local contextand dynam-
ics are more important
than broader ideological
and political motiva-
tions. Shangla, upper
and lower Kohistan, and
Battagram districts of
the Hazara region in KP
and the adjoining Diamer
districtin Gilgit-Baltistan
share religious, social,
tribal, ethnic, and cul-
tural codes. The region
has been frequently in
the news due to ‘honour’
Killings, burning of girls”
schools, and the killing
of Shia travellers. Re-
cently, it has gained no-
toriety for attacks on
Chinese workers in-
volved in development
projects in the area.

tions, and
the area’s political lead-
ership have tried to run
the administration
while compromising on
laws and rules. Even in
cases of major disputes,
the administration tries
to resolve them through
local jirgas and by in-
volving religious schol-
ars. This can result in le-
niency towards crimi-
nals, with many extrem-
ist elements taking the
law into their own hands.
The Mujahideen
Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kohistan (MGB) are a
prime example. The
group claimed responsi-
bility for several inci-
dents in Kohistan and
Diamer districts.

In October 2022, it
held a GB minister hos-
tage. They demanded the
release of terrorists
some of them had been

incident,
|he administration
agreed to ban girls’
sports in the region.
Similarly, a 2019 agree-
‘ment had reportedly al-
lowed for impleménta-
tion of some Islamic laws
the militants had de-
manded. The state’s re-
liance on religious
scholars for mediation in
crises can be problem-
atic. Local accounts
suggest that some schol-
ars may be sympathetic
to the militants’ de-
mands, leading to partial
concessions that create
a perception of a ‘win-
win’ scenario for mili-
tants and religious fig-
ures. But the question it
why are an increasing
number of Chinese na-
tionals being targeted in
these areas, which are
seemingly benefiting
from the development

accusation
against a Chinese official
at the Dasu damsite last
year. The incident high
lighted that tensions
could erupt.

While local groups
may lack the capability
to carry out large-scale
attacks independently,
past events like the kill-
ing of Shia passengers
and the attack on tour-
ists at Nanga Parbat
demonstrate their capac-
ity for violence. Their
ability is amplified by
support from like-minded
groups within Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

The government’s
strategy of outsourcing
the maintenance of order
to local and external reli-
gious figures needs to be
revised to address these
sentiments. Amore com-
prehensive approach is
needed to calm tensions.

Sustainability of digital trade

Hassan Nawaz Sheikh:

SR of the five core areas on  thority has also been set
£’\KISTAN S ailing which Pakistan’s eco- up under the Special
economy is undergoing nomic revival is predi- Technology Zones Au-
aprocess ofrevival. The  cated. Under the aus-  thority Act, 2021 that pro-
economic wizards have pices of SIFC, invest- vides incentives for STZ
placed a lotof bets on IT  ment opportunities are enterprises and zone de-
in the hope that the enor-  available for setting up velopers for 10 years.
mous potential of this special _technology These incentives include
sector can help alleviate zones (STZs) at seven tax exemptions under the
our economic woes. prime locations includ- Income Tax Ordinance,
There have been claims ing Lahore, Peshawar, 2001, and Sales Tax Act,
by former federal IT min- Swat, ~ Abbottabad, 1990, Capital goods im-
isters that Pakistan’s IT Haripur, Islamabad and ports are exempt from
exports would reach be-  Karachi. The Ministryof ~taxes. There are no prop-
tween $10 billion to erty tax
$20bn from the existing & Tel icati

ments at best, whereby,
a conducive environ-
ment for setting up busi-
nesses is being pro-
vided. Once IT firms
shift their offices to the
proposed STZs or start-
ups occupy rental
spaces in the buildings
of STZs, the next step
would be to sustain their
existence. How then do
they generate busi-
nesses to ensure sur-
vival? Without business

mark of $2.6bn within the also has a project for the profit repatriation free-
next few years. The establishment of25soft- dom is granted. There’s
premise on which these ware technology parks no doubt that the devel-
claims are beingmade s~ (STPs) throughout Paki- opment of STZs/ STPs is
that the IT sector has stan by converting pub- important to catalyse the
been recording consis- lic-/ privately owned di- ~ emergence of digital and
tent upward growth lapidated or non-opera- IT-related trade as more
since the last few years. tional office buildings/ and more businesses and

The IT industry factories/ warehousesto start-ups would be
gained further focus provide IT-enabled of- tempted to move their of-
when it was pickedup by fice spaces to IT and fices within these zones
the newly christened ITeS companies at af- to avail tax benefits.
Special Investment Fa- fordable rates. A Special However, these are just
cilitation Council as one  Technology Zones Au- infrastructural develop-

w can
we achieve the goal of
enhanced IT services
exports? Without busi-
ness opportunities how
can we achieve the goal
of enhanced IT services
exports? Thus, clenrly
wmcthmg is mi

Having large bu)]dmg;
does not guarantee busi-
ness activities within
those quarters and a
longer-term plan is re-
quired to create oppor-

tunities for our tech en-
trepreneurs. Accord-
ingly, we would need the
following: Digital trade
policy: The term *digital
trade’ has no clear defi-
nition, yet it is believed
to refer to “commerce
enabled by electronic
means in both goods
and services”. The Digi-
tal Trade Principles, as
agreed upon by the G7,
cover five areas: (1) open
digital markets: (2) data
free flow with trust; (3)
safeguards for workers,

ever, given how quickly
this sector is expanding,
the domestic regulatory
environment will become
increasingly restrictive,
making it more difficult
for consumers and busi-
nesses to seize some
new and emerging op-
portunities. How are
these problems to be
tackled? How would a
start-up’s performance
not be hampered by
such problems? How will
our domestic businesses
deal with cross-border

and busi-
nesses; (4) digital trad-
ing systems, and (5) fair
and inclusive global
governance. While there
is no clear measurement
of this sector, the
Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Development estimates
it to constitute approxi-
‘mately 25 per cent of the
entire world trade. How-

regulator
as violations thereof
might restrict their abil-
ity to continue business
with their customers? For
all these key problems
and other related issues,
our country needs to
have a robust and dy-
namic digital trade policy
for sustainable growth in
this sector. Digital
economy/ trade agree-

ments: While digital
trade policy would bring
a holistic and competi-
tive edge to our IT en-
trepreneurs so that
they’re able to compete
at the international
stage, digital trade
agreements would bring
them bilateral and pref-
erential market access.
DTAs are just a niche
version of the traditional
free trade agreements.
Whilst Pakistan is strug-
gling to gain benefit
even from the conven-
tional FTA model, the
developed world is mov-
ing swiftly towards the
advanced form of an
FTA in the shape of
DTAs. For instance,

gital trade is a key ele-
ment in the European
Union’s trade policy and
every modern trade
agreement that EU has
concluded contains a
dedicated digital trade

=3

chapter.  Pak-istan
should, thus, aim to have
a DTA with the EU that
is the world’s largest ex-
porter and importer of
digitally deliverable ser-
vices. Singapore can be
taken as another example
that has already con-
cluded negotiations on
digital economy agree-
ments with Chile, New
Zealand, Australia, the
UK and South Korea. So,
the trend of digital
economy and trade
agreements is definitely
picking up. If our IT en-
trepreneurs can have di-
rect and preferential ac-
cess to develope
cconomies — through
the medium of DTAs —
then we can keep our
hopes high that sustain-
able and continued busi-
ness will come our way
and that would then jus-
tify the mushroom
growth of STZs.
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Dacoits killed in attack on police van
in Kot Radha Kishan

KOTRADHAKISHAN Mushtaq alias Makhi was killed and his two The police team said
(INP): One dacoit was from Bagarian Lahore, companions Ahmad that after receiving the
killed while his twocom-  Ahmad Raza from Bonga ~ Raza and Shakeel were  information of dacoity,

panions and four police-  Balochian was coming  injured. they cordoned off the

men were critically in- back after recovery. Fourpolicemenalso ~entire area of Basti Lal

jured when five dacoits All the dacoits were ~received bullet injures Shah.

attacked a police van to  booked in case regis- while the remaining During checking of

get freed their compan-  tered against themunder ~ dacoits escaped after vehicles near Canal Pul

ions in Kot Radha 957/958/24. freeing their companion — they signaled two motor-

Kishan Police Station in When the police van - Ali Waris from police ~cyclists to stop but in-

Phoolnagar jurisdiction reached on Mega Road ~custody. They also took — stead they opened fire on

on Monday. around_five dacoits awaya policerifle. the police team directly.
These dacoits com-  opened fire on the police Police team shifted During exchange of

mitted a dacoity in vehicle and tried to get the injured dacoits and heavy firing which ended

Sarafa Bazaar freed their companions.  policeman to Regional after 40 minutes one

Phoolnagar area in The accused per- Headquarters Hospital ~dacoit was injured. He

which one policeman sons started firing di- Phoolnagar. told the police that his

Nadeem was injured in  rectly on the police team. The police consti- real name is Allah Waris. >

firing by the dacoits.  In response to their fir- tuted various teams for Police team was shifting | [BEIJING: The Embassy of Pakistan in China commemorated Defence & Martyrs Day with's solemn)
The police team ing police team also re-  the arrest of the dacoits. _him to Tehsil Headquar- | |ceremony, honouring the bravery and sacrifices of the Pakistan Armed Force, Ambassador of Paki-

along with arrested taliated with full force. Later, the police ters Hospital Kot Radha | [stan to China who was s the Chief guest Air Marshal Jia Zhigang, Deputy Commander Peoples Libera-

dacoits who were iden- During heavy ex- team said that arrested Kishan but he died be- | |tionArmy (Air Force) of China who was the Chief guest of the ceremony.

tified as Allah Waris change of firing, dacoit dacoits Allah was killed = fore reaching the hospi-

from Lambay Jageer, Mushtaq alias Makhi inapolice encounter. tal. Nepal Surveys ﬂOOd WreCkage as death
toll reaches 192

KHATMANDU home ministry courses through the bureau said prelimi-
(INP): Search and spokesman Rishi Ram capital. nary data from stations
rescue teams in Tiwari said. "192 Nepal's army in 14 districts mea-
Nepal's capital picked people have been re- said that more than sured record-breaking
through  wrecked ported dead, and an- 4,000 peoplehad been rain in the 24 hours to
homes on Monday other 31 are missing," rescued, with helicop- Saturday morning.
after waters receded he added. ters, motorboats and A monitoring sta-
from monsoon floods Atleast35 ofthose rafts used to bring tion at the Kathmandu
thatkilled at least 192 killed were buried alive stranded households  airport recorded about
people around the Hi- when earth from a to safety. 240 millimetres (9.4
malayan republic. landslide careened into Bulldozers were inches) of rain, the
Deadly floods vehicles on a highway being used to clear highest figure since
and landslides are south of Kathmandu, nearly two dozen sec- 2002.
common across South  Nepal Police spokes- tions of major high- The summer mon-
Asia during the mon- man Dan Bahadur ways leading into soon from Julyto Sep-
soon scason from Karki said. Kathmandu that had tember brings South
June to September, Rescuers in knee- been blocked by de- Asia 70-80 percent of

e
hMy‘lJ,';lT“{‘N;%‘:&;ﬂg:::‘:}:::;ﬂi‘“m:2}”&‘;{’“‘"”"“'“g“‘“""“““k‘"g“’“““’“Y"'g’“m" but experts say cli- high rubber boots, bris. its annual rainfall and

- mate change is mak- meanwhile, were using Merchants  in s vital for agriculture

ing them worse. shovels to clear mud Kathmandu said that and food production in
Helene Kills at least 90, homes and "5 o SRSVt s Sy SSai e
neighbourhoods in erside neighbourhoods roads had drastically around two billion

memories washed away Kathmandu were in- arbund Kalhmandu‘, cut the supply of fresh people.

FLORIDA (INP): The In North Carolina, customers throughout cilitate the distribution of | Undated after the many ~ of = them fruit and vegetables Butmonsoon rains
Southeastern U.S. began  nearly all the deaths were  the South were without ~relief supplies,” his cam- | Néaviestrains inmore unauthorised  slum into the capital. also bring widespread
a huge cleanup ond je. in Buncombe County. poweron Sunday, aUS.  paign said. than two decades, settlements. "The  farmers death and destruction
covery effort on Sunday where 30 people died, EnergyDepartment offi- Helene slammed | With the capital tem- The International have their produce in the form of floods
and the death toll Sheriff Quentin Miller cial said, down40% from into Florida's Gulf Coast | porarily cut off from Centre for Integrated ready but with the and landslides.
climbed towards 100 af- told a video conference Friday after unprec- on Thursday night, trig- | the rest of Nepal af- Mountain Develop- highways blocked, all Experts say cli-
ter Hurricane Helene call with reporters. edented storm surges, gering days of driving| ter landslides blocked ment, a Nepal-based ofitis stuck," mate change has
knocked out power for County Manager ferocious windsandper- rain and destroying| highways. think tank, Binay Shrestha, worsened their fre-
millions, destroyed Avril Pinder saidshe was ilous conditions ex- homes that had stood for "Our focus is on said the disaster who works at one of quency and intensity.
roads and bridges and asking thestatc foremer: - tended hundreds of deeades. | search and rescue, in-  had been made worse the city's main pro-  More than 300
caused dramatic flood- gency food and drinking miles inlan n orseshoe : iod b
ing from Florida to Vir- water. Streets in the pic- South Carolina re- Beach, on Florida's Gulf | ¢1uding people who byunplannedurbanen- duce markets, told {f"?llevh“? d‘?lfi o
ginia. turesque  city ~ of ported25 dead, Georgia Coastabout 70miles (120 | have been stranded croachment around the said. Vepal in rain-relate
The storm's winds, Asheville were sub- 17 and Florida 11, ac- km) west of Gainesville, | on highways, Bagmati River, which Nepal's weather disasters this year.
rain and storm surge merged in floodwater. cording to the governors Charlene Huggins sur-
killed at least 90 people "This is a devastat- of those states. veyed the debris of her
in North Carolina, South  ing catastrophe of his- CNN reported ato-  blown-out house, pull-
Carolina, Georgia, toric proportions,” Gov- tal of 93 dead across the ing a jacket out of the
Florida, Tennessee and ~ernor Roy Cooper told South, citing state and  rubblé on Saturday.
Virginia, according toa CNN. "Péople that I talk  local officials. "Five generations
Reuters tally of state toin western North Caro- President Joe Biden lived in this house, from
and local officials. lina say they have never plans to visit affected my grandmother, my fa-
Officials feared still - seen anything like this." areas this week, once he ther, myself, my daugh-
more bodies would be Search and rescue can do so without dis- ter, son and my grand-
discovered. teams from 19 states and  rupting emergency ser- daughter," Huggins said,
With cellphone the U.S. government vices, the White House holding a chipped glass
towers down across the have converged on the said. cake stand. "So there's a
region, hundreds of state, Cooper said, add- "Its tragic," Biden lot of memories here. It
people had yet to make ing that some roads told reporters on Sunday, just breaks your heart."
contact with loved ones  could take months tore- pledging recovery assis- Not far away, James
and were listed as unac- pair. In Flat Rock, North ~tance after declaringma- Ellenburg stood on the

counted for. Carolina, there were jor disasters in Florida property where his own
Damage estimates widespread blackouts, and North Carolina and  family has lived for four
ranged from $15 billion ~ and people waited hours ~ emergencies for Florida, ~generations. "I took my
tomore than $100 billion,  in line for gas. North Carolina Tennes- first step right here in this
insurers and forecasters "Grocery stores are see, South Carolina, yard." The roof of one
said over the weekend, closed, cellphone service Georgla Virginia, and home sat flat in the dirt,
as water systems, com- is out," Chip Frank, 62, Alabama. "You saw the its walls blown away.
munications and critical said as he entered his photographs. It's stun- In coastal i
transportation routes  third hour waitingin line. ning." Steinhatchee, a storm | [ISLAMABAD: Federd.l Minister for Privatisation, Board ul'
were affected. 4 "It all depends on these Republican presi- surge — :IA del] olfseau;)a- Aleem Khan p meeting of Privatisati Board.
Property damage gas stations. You're not dential candidate Donald ter pushed ashore by
and lost cconomic out- going to be able to go Trumpwill visit Valdosta, winds- ofeighto 10t | P aKistan Cricket Board (PCB) announces
put will become clearer nowhere, and it's just a Georgia, on Monday to (2.4 to 3 meters) moved

as officials assess the scary feeling." receive a briefing on mobile homes, the ticket prlces for England Tests

destruction. Roughly2.7 million ~storm damage and "fa- weather service said.
O LAHORE (INP): Paki- 0900am (detailsattached). - pionship 2023-25, with ~played at the Multan
SHC directs to place names of accused of DT | sin will play thrce.  The sries s partof the first and scoond Cricket Stadium (MCS)

match Test series in the [CC World Test Cham- Test matches to be from7 to 19 October.

9 s
Shahnawaz’s murder case on ECL Mulianand Rawalpindi P o,

from 7 to 28 October as
Mota: In @l procsramans ums wrathar fheough siecirenlc & manial bid submis:
Yo 4l b L) islired ot Elecliank P d

MIRPUR KHAS (INP): rorism, and the Torture _investigation of Umerkot ~tee, tasked with investi- | tickets would be avail-
The Sindh High Court and Custodial Death Pre- incident and exposed the  gating the incident. has | able at a low price of

(SHC) on Monday di- ventionAct 2022, the FIR misconduct of Sindh po- confirmed that the police | PKR 50, by
rected to place the also include Umar Jan lice. encounter was fabri- ‘According to Paki-
names of all accused in- ~ Sindhari who allegedly  The inquiry report, cated to give legal cover | stan Cricket Board
volved in murder of incited public outrage issued after intense pub- toan extrajudicial killing. | (PCB) free entrance to
blasphemy accused Dr. through social media, lic pressure, has revealed The report con-| fans in general enclo-
Shahnawaz Kumbhar leading to violent ac severe violations of law demns the celebrations | sure on opening day of
during a fake police en-  tions. by police officials from and praise that police of- | both Test matches in
counter in Umerkot on  The case filed by Umerkot and Mirpur ficers received from the | Multan; Premium enclo-
Exit Control List (ECL). ~ Advocate Ibrahim, the Khas public following Dr. | sures fiee for public on
According to de- brother-in-law of Dr, The blasphemy ac-  Shahnawaz’s death, | the first day of the third
tails, the Mir Pur Khas = Shahnawaz at Sindhari cusations against Dr. which went viral on so- | Testin Rawalpindi.
bench of Sindh High police stationalleged the Shahnawaz led to wide- ~cial media. The commit- Tickets will be

Court announced the police of staging the en- spread protests in tee recommended that | available online today
verdict which was re- counterand torturing the - Umerkot, forcing police the family of Dr.|from 1700 PST at

served earlier on the civil  victim. P is arrest. mayrecorda [ PCB.tcs.com.pk and
society’s plea. DIB in-charge Dan- He was tracked statementand filean FIR | physical tickets will be

1t should be men- ishBhatti, Sub-Inspector down in Karachi and for murder against the | available from 4 Octo-
tioned here that a case HidayatullahNarejoand handed over to Mirpur officers involved. The | ber at different outlets
was registered after an other police personnel Khas police, who alleg- further urged | (details attached). Entry
inquiry report confirmed  were also nominated in  edly staged the encoun-  a strict departmental ac- | o the match will only be
that the blasphemy ac- the case. ter later that night. tion against Umerkot and | allowed on printed tick-
cused, Dr. Shahnawaz The investigation The inquiry commit-  Mirpur Khas police. ets, which spectators

Kumbhar was killedina _includes both known and will be able to get from

suspected fake police unknown  suspects S cen-
encounter. linked to the incident. tres.
As many as 45 indi- Dr. Shahnawaz was The tickets for the
viduals including the reportedly taken into three-match Test series ot Dt o i i tabon T by
high-ranking police offi- custody from Karachi between Pakistan and Ot trmisclan b chewn mostiend. Tander opaning: A iedsis wi &0 e

cials, including DIG and transferred to the
Javed Jaskani, SSP Asad  police in Umarkot, where
Chaudhry, SSP Asif his death occurred.
Raza Baloch, SHO Prior to this, follow-
Sindhari and CIA team ingthe direction of Sindh the physical tickets will
officials. Police chief, Ghulam Nabi " be available to purchase
odged  under Memon, theinquirycom- |paq s 12es3009-2024 Barkhar from different outlets
charges of murder, ter- mittee has completed the rer T —————— | from 4 October after

England will goon sale | = efice aieed Notat- Tendies al rquis
online today from 1700
PST at PCB.tcs.com.pk.
Also, to facilitate fans,

Exnculivu Englussr Exsoaiiva Engines: {Aoads]
Cammunication. Werks PPAH Daparsnent
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University of Balochistan to Host International
Conference on Linguistics and Literature

QUETTA: The University of
Balochistan, in collaboration with
the Linguistic Association of Pa-
kistan, is set to host the Interna-
tional Conference on Linguistics
and Literature from October 3-4,
2024, in Quetta.

This prestigious two-day
event will gather leading national
and international scholars to ex-
plore and discuss key issues in
the fields of linguistics and litera-
ture.

The conference will place a
special emphasis on the preser-
vation and promotion of
Pakistan’s indigenous languages
and cultural heritage. By high-

Education Desk

expressed her

lighting the i of safe-
guarding linguistic diversity, the
event aims to foster a deeper un-

3 nien

and workshops, addr

Wide range of opics related o -

guistics and literature.
Th

an
the rich linguistic tapestry of Pa-
kistan.

Participants will have the op-
portunity to engage in a series of
presentations, panel discussions,

willalso pro-
vide a platform for scholars to
share their research findings, ex-
change ideas, and collaborate on
future projects.

Dr. Ayesha Khan, the confer-

enthusiasm for the event, stating,
“This conference is a significant
step towards recognizing and pre-
serving our linguistic heritage. We
are excited to welcome scholars
from around the world to Quetta
and look forward to fruitful dis-
cussions and collaborations.”

Maulana Fazal Elected Central Amir
Maulana Hydri As GS of JUI

PESHAWAR: In the final
phase of intra-party elections held
on Sunday, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman was elected unopposed
as the central Amir of Jamiat ul
Ulema e Islam (JUI). The elections
took place in Peshawar, where
party members gathered to cast
their votes.

Alongside Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, Maulana Ghafoor Hydri
was also elected unopposed as
the central secretary of the party.
The smooth and uncontested
election process reflects the
strong support and unity within
the party ranks.

The newly elected leaders
have expressed their commitment
to furthering the party’s mission
and addressing the challenges
faced by the community.

“We are dedicated to uphold-
ing the principles of justice and

From Our Correspondent:

equality, and we will continue to
work tirelessly for the betterment
of our people,” said Maulana
Fazlur Rehman in his acceptance
speech.

The JUT’s intra-party elec-
tions are a significant event, high-

lighting the democratic processes
within the party and setting the
stage for its future direction. Party
members and supporters have
welcomed the new leadership, ex-
pressing optimism for the party’s
continued growth and influence.

Earthquake Tremors Felt in Kalatc

KALAT: Residents of
Kalat district in Balochistan
experienced carthquake trem-
ors on Sunday afternoon. Ac-
cording to the Pakistan Meteo-
rological Department (PMD),
the earthquake originated at
16:47 PST.

Registering a magnitude

Staff Reporte
0of4.5.The seismic activity was
recorded at a depth of 25 kilo-
meters, with the epicenter lo-

ings.
Fortunately, there have
been no immediate reports of
ies or signi dam-

cated app ely 13 kilo-
meters southeast of Kalat.
The tremors caused panic
among the residents.
Prompting many to rush
out of their homes and build-

age.
However, authorities are

linister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti speakmg at the distribution
eremony of relief Cheaques to flood victims

Ambassador Albert terms Ukrainians attack
attempts to destabilize political situation in Russia

ISLAMABAD, Sept 30 (INP):
Ambassador of Russia to Pakistan
Albert P.Khorev has termed the
Ukrainians attack in the Russian
Kursk region as an attempt to un-
dermine the stable domestic po-
litical situation in Russia.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on the situation in and
around Ukraine war, the ambas-
sador said that the strategic ini-
tiative “on the ground” is in
Russia’s hands along the entire
line of contact, the Kiev regime
unleashed large-scale military ac-
tivities against the civilian popu-
lation of our regions, and on Au-
gust 6 this year the Ukrainian
fighters invaded the peaceful,
border region of Kursk.

Ambassador Albert said, “T
would like to reiterate that Russia
is in favor of a political and diplo-
matic settlement of the conflict.
The conditions for such a settle-
ment, if you like, the “Putin for-
mula”, were set out in detail in a
5peech by the President of Rus-
sia on June 14 of this year at the
Russian Foreign Ministry.

He said the wllhdrawal of
Ukrainian armed forces from the
territories of the Donetsk People’s
Republic, Luhansk People’s Re-
public, Kherson and Zaporozhya
regions of Russia, Kiev’s refusal
to join NATO, the abolition of all
illegal sanctions against Russia
adopted without the approval of
the UN Security Council, and re-
spect for the rights of the Rus-

sian-speaking population of
Ukraine.

The Russian envoy said that
an early negotiated end to the
conflict will benefit Russia and
Ukraine, as well as countries in
the Global South, including Paki-
stan.

Russia is a reliable trade and
investment partner that offers
opportunities for equitable, mu-
tually beneficial cooperation with
Pakistan, he added.

Ambassador Albert said the
lifting of il legal Western sanctions
on the transportation of Russian
products would significantly con-
tribute to Pakistan’s energy and
food security, as Russia is the larg-
est exporter of nitrogen, phos-
phate and potassium fertilizers
and has vast oil and gas reserves.

The escalation of geopoliti-
cal tensions provoked by the
West is largely due to the chang-
ing nature of the global world or-
der to maintain its world domina-
tion at any cost on the basis of
the ancient principle of “Divide
and Rule”, he added.

The Russian envoy said that
against the backdrop of chang-
ing economic patterns and the
emergence of new centers of
power, they rapidly losing its mo-
nopoly in a number of arcas, par-
ticularly in the area of develop-
ment financing. But what kind of
negotiations can we talk about
with a regime that attacks civil-
ians, threatens the entire world

with nuclear catastrophe, and
seeks to attack nuclear power
plants, he questioned.

According to statistics, since
the beginning of the special Mili
tary Operation, 39,005 shelling in-
cidents have been recorded in this
region, which has suffered the
most at the hands of the Kiev re-
gime, including 38,063 with the
use of heavy weapons, he added.

Ambassador Albert sai
over this period, 5,063 civilians,
including 151 children, were killed
on the territory of Donbass. 6,944
people, including 466 children,
were injured with varying degrees
of severity. 164 civilians, includ-
ing 11 children, were blown up by
“Lepestok” anti-personnel mines.
Three victims died as a result.

He said that in total, 9,437
people, including 242 children,
were killed and 1,763 people, in-
cluding 935 children, were injured
in the Donetsk People’s Republic
between 2014 and 2024.

Inthe Zaporozhya region, the
Ukrainian armed forces regularly
shell the Zaporozhya nuclear
power plant, the largest civilian
nuclear facility in Europe, endan-
gering the lives not only of the
region’s inhabitants, but also of
the entire continent, he said.

The Russian envoy said the
fact of the shelling, which once
again brought the world to the
brink of disaster, was recorded on
August 11 this year by IAEA Di-
rector General Rafael Grossi.

Imran to be released through court not from
any other channel: Ali Muhammad

SWAT (INP): Central leader of
Pakistan Tehreck-c-Insaaf Ali

sure the safety and well-being
of the affected population.

Religious scholar Dr Zakir Naik lands in
Islamabad on 15-day visit

ISLAMABAD (INP): Renowned
Indian Islamic scholar Dr. Zakir
Naek landed in Islamabad on
Monday morningon a 15-day visit
which will take him to three major
Pakistani cities to deliver lectures.

Dr. Zakir Naik arrived in Paki-
stan on the special invitation of
the government.

Dr. Naik was welcomed by
Prime Minister Youth Program
head Rana Mashhood at
Islamabad International Airport.
Parliamentary Secretary Religous
Affairs Shamsher Ali Mazari was
also present at the airport to wel-
come Dr. Naik. Dr. Naik landed at
the airport early Mondayand was
also welcomed by officials from
the Ministry of Religious Affairs
including Syed Dr Attaur Rel

The tour, which kicks off on

October 5 in Karachi and con-
cludes in Islamabad on October
20, will see Dr. Naik deliver lec-
tures inthree major cities: Karachi,
Lahore, and Islamabad.

Dr. Naik, who i visiting Paki-
stan on the special invitation of
the government, grabbed the at-
tention of numerous passengers
at the airport, who greete
with enthusiasm and respect. Se-
curity around the airport was
heightened as Dr. Naik was es-
corted to his destination in
Islamabad under tight measures.

During his visit, Dr. Zakir Naik
is set to address several high-pro-
file events in Karachi, Lahore, and
Islamabad. He will alsomeet with
prominent national figures. His
lectures are expected to attract
large audiences, with both schol-

ars and the general public cager
to engage with his teachings.

On September 20, Dr. Zakir
Naik's official Facebook page had
confirmed that he was set to de-
liver lectures in Karachi, Lahore,
and Islamabad, as part of a na-
tionwide tour starting on October
5. The tour is scheduled to begin
in Karachi and conclude in
Islamabad on October 20. Joining
himon the tour will be his son, Dr.
Fariq Naik, who is also an Islamic
scholar and will be delivering lec-
tures in all three cities.

Schedule of Dr. Zakir Naik's
lectures Dr. Naik shared further de-
tails in a separate post, revealing
that the Karachi event will be held
at Bagh-e-Quaid, across from the
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah

Justice Akhtar skips hearing on plea seeking
review of defection law verdict

ISLAMABAD, Sept 30 (INP): Jus-
tice Munib Akhtar on Monday
skipped a hearing on a petition
seeking a review of the 2022 ver-
dict on the defection clause un-
der Article 63A of the Constitu-
tion.

The review plea, filed by the
Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA), was set to be taken up
bya five-member larger bench at
11:30am today.

Headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa, the
bench was supposed to comprise

Justices Akhta

Jamal Khan Mandokhall and
Mazhar Alam Khan Miankhel.

Justice Akhtar’s decisiol
comes against the backdrop of his
removal from the three-judge
committee established under the
Supreme Court (Practice and Pro-
cedure) Act 2023 after the promul-
gation of an amendment ordi
nance granting the CJP authority
to select any judge as the
committee’s third member.

Tn a letter, Justice Mansoor
Ali Shah, a member of the three-

- — —

judge ittee, had
boycotting the panel over “unfet-
tered and arbitrary discretion™
vested in CJP’s role, while protesf
ing Justice Akhtar’s removal.

In response to Justice Shah,
CJP Isa listed several reasons for
Justice Akhtar’s removal from the
committee, including his alleged
indifference toa piling backlog of
cases. On Monday, all judges ex-
cept Justice Akhtar appeared in
the courtroom. Justice Isa noted
that the judge had penned him a
letter stating.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Brazil to Pakistan, H.E Mr. OlynthoVieira,l called on Dr. Malik Mukhtar|
| Ahmad Bharath, Coordinator to the Prime Minister on National Health Services.

Khan has stated that
Imran Khan will be released
through the court, when a

party says that they will take
out their leader, it does not mean
witha gun, if we take Imran Khan
out of jail without the court, there
will be more problems.

He expressed this while talk-
ing to a private TV channel. PTI
leader added that we protested for
12 hours without leadership.

When the people come out,
there is a lot of chaos. The politi-
cal movement is gaining momen-
tum. We have also raised our voice
in the parliament. He said that the
revolution in this country has
been brought by the nation on
February 8. Nation is with
Tehreek-c-Insaf. Fake govern-
‘ment wants to bring constitutional

amendment.

They also want to close the
door of justice of the Supreme
Court forever. We will not let the
door of justice be closed.

Responding a question, he
stated that a fake government has
been imposed on the nation. Will
the amendment be passed at two
o'clock in the night? Is this a con-
stitutional amendment or is it a
bomb? Doubts of Jurat want to
explode? During the conversa-
tion, PTI leader Ali Muhammad
Khan further said that only
Bhutto's grandson is trying to
destroy the constitution.

It seems younger brother
Bilawal has been given some lol-
lipop. MN Azko was picked up
from the Parliament in the dark of
night. Pressure is being put on our
MNASs to support the constitu-
tional amendments.

He said ‘we will not allow
bullying and rigging in any way.
These people want to bring the
judiciary under their pressure and
make their own decisions. The

government is worried that if
the election judicial commission
is formed, milk will tum into water.
We have no expectations from
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah.

We only want that appoint-
ments should be made according
toseniority in the courts. On Feb-
ruary 8, the nation voted for the
founder of PTL, Imran Khan. We

told by our vote who is the
popular leader in this country.

The fake government first
snatched our mandate, then they
snatched our reserved seats, now
they want to attack the judiciary.
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf will con-
tinue its struggle for the rule of
law and constitution.
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PTI raises objections to bench formation in
SC’s article 63A review case

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has raised
formal objections regarding the
constitution of the Supreme Court
bench hearing the review case on
the interpretation of Article 63-A.

A petition was filed by PTI's
lawyer Barrister Ali Zafar chal-
lenging the bench's formation.

In the petition, Zafar argued
that the bench was not consti-
tuted in accordance with Section
2 of the Act under the Presiden-
tial Ordinance, which requires the
Judges' Committee to consist of
three members.

‘According to the law, a mini-
‘mum of three judges is necessary
to decide on the composition of

the bench.

The petition further stated
that the bench can only be con-
stituted through the collective
wisdom of three judges. However,
the application pointed out that

only two judges, instead of
the required three, were present
at the committee meeting on Sep-
tember 23, as Justice Mansoor did
not attend. As a result, the peti-
tion contends that the decision
made by two judges cannot be
considered valid under the law,
rendering the formation of the
bench impraper.

During the proceedings,
Chief Justice Qazi Faiz Isa re-
sponded to the objections raised

by Barrister Ali Zafar, stating, "I
donot agree with you. If this hap-
pens, then this court will become
inactive."

He emphasized that not all
cases can be left to the discretion
of a single person, countering
PTIs claims.

Barrister Ali Zafar maintained
that the Practice and Procedure
Committee can only form a bench
when all three members are
present.

Chief Justice Isa, however,
rejected this interpretation, argu-
ing thatrestricting the court's abil-
ity to function due to the absence
of one judge would hinder the
Supreme Court's operations.




