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Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, in his address to the
Balochistan High Court Bar Association

Man Shot Dead in
Khuzdar’s Wadh Tehsil

From Our Correspondent:

Bilawal Calls for Constitutional Courts,
Faces Criticism from BHC Bar President

KHUZDAR: Armed men
opened fire and killed one
person in the Wadh Tehsil of
Khuzdar district on Tuesday.
The victim, identified as Haji
Noor Ahmed Shahizai, was shot
dead on the spot.

Police sources confirmed
that Shahizai’s body was shifted
to a nearby hospital for a post-
mortem. Authorities arrived at
the scene shortly after the
incident, but the assailants had
already fled. So far, the motive
behind the attack remains
unclear, and the investigation is
ongoing.

Punjab govt imposes
Section 144 in
Faisalabad,
Bahawalpur,
Mianwali ahead of

planned PTI protests

QUETTA: Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, in his address to the
Balochistan High Court Bar As-
sociation, recalled the deep
emotions he experienced when
condoling with the legal com-
munity after the devastating ter-
rorist attack in Quetta that
claimed the lives of many law-
yers. “Iremember when tears ran
down my face as I came to share
the grief ofa generation of law-
yers lost.” he said, emphasizing
his connection with the people
of Balochistan.

“I have not come from Lahore or
Islamabad; Iam one of you. We
have been fighting this struggle
at the cost of life for the last

Syed Ali Shah:

three generations,” he added.
Bilawal criticized former Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan, Iftikhar
Muhammad Chaudhary, and
highlighted the sacrifices of PPP
leaders who spent years behind
bars for the supremacy of par-
liament and the constitution.
He asserted that the lawyers’
movement was a planned one,
and lamented that his party
could not form constitutional
courts due to external pressures
\vhile signinglhe Charter of De-

Bllawal Stressed that parliamen-
tary democracy offers solutions
to societal issues, with the Sen-
ate ensuring fair representation
forall provinces.

He advocated for the formation
of constitutional courts to safe-
guard democratic values.

However, his proposal faced
pu;hback from Afzal Harifal Ad-
vocate, President of the BHC Bar
Association, who disagreed
with the notion of parallel courts.
He questioned why the idea of
constitutional courts was raised
now, before October 25, and not
during the announcement of the
Charter of Democracy in 2006 or
the passage of the 18th Amend-
ment.

Harifal urged the PPP Chairman
to uphold the existing constitu-
tion and avoid creating parallel
Jjudicial systems.

Article 63-A verdict apparently intended to
weaken no-confidence motions: CJP Isa

NEWS DESK: ChiefJustice Qazi
Faez Isa on Monday raised con-
cerns over the inconsistent in-
terpretation of Article 63-A,
which governs the disqualifica-
tion of lawmakers, during a Su-
preme Court hearmg on review
petitions related to the disquali-
fication of defecting members of
the National Assembly.

The chiefjustice called for adher-
ence to the constitution’s text,
emphasising the need for clar-
ityin the ication of the law.

PUNJAB:The Punjab
government on Tuesday
imposed Section 144(6) in

Presiding over a five-member

Chlef Jusuce Isa questioned the

s , an
Mianwali, prohibitingall forms
of public gathering as PTI
prepared fora rally in the
southern Punjab district.

PTThas carried out multiple
rallies across the country,
protesting against the “illegal”
imprisonment of the party
founder, ECP’s delay in follow-
ing the Supreme Court verdict
on the reserved seats and “save
the constitution”.

Each time, the government
ued a set of strict

guidelines ahead of the rallies,
sparkmg clashes between PTI
workers and the authorities.

Incarcerated PTI founder
Imran Khan gave a fresh call for
countrywide protests yesterday
for the “independence of [the]
judiciary”, inclu-ding a demon-
stration in Islam-abad where all
such gatherings are banned.

As per the PTI founder’s
announcement, the party will
hold protests in Mianwali,
Faisalabad, and Bahawalpur
tomorrow.

has i

in rulings that
suggest a lawmaker should be
de-seated upon defection while
also leaving it to Parliament to
decide the duration of the dis-
qualification.

"If the constitution clearly states
that a disqualified member will
be de-seated, then that is the
action that must be followed,"
Isa said, highlighting that there
should be no ambiguityin imple-
menting the constitution’s pro-
visions.

The case revolves around Article
63-A, which deals with the dis-
qualification of members of Par-
Tiament for defying party direc-
tions during critical votes.

The Supreme Court is reviewing
its earlier decision in the case,
which ruled that the votes cast
by dissident lawmakers would
not be counted, and left it to Par-
liament to legislate on the dura-
tion of their disqualification.

The hearing began with Barrister
Ali Zafar, representing the peti-
tioner, raising objections to the
formation of the bench.

He expressed concerns about the
replacement of Justice Muneeb

Akhtar with Justice Nacem
Akhtar Afghan in the five-mem-
ber bench.

Chief Justice Isa assured the coun-
sel that his concerns would be
heard at a later stage in the pro-
ceedings, urging him to proceed
with the argument;

Chief Justice Isa also stressed that
the Supreme Court is operating
transparently, with no decisions
being made behind closed doors.

"These days, nothing is happen-
ing behind closed doors in the
Supreme Court. The larger
bench is now complete, and we
can begin the proceedings," he
stated.

During the hearing, Chief Justice
Isa pointed out a significant
contradiction in the previous
ruling.

He remarked that the decision to

de-seat a lawmaker for defying

party directions should be
straightforward, but the involve-
ment of Parliament in determin-
ing the disqualification period
adds complexity.

He questioned how the decision-
‘making process could be left to
both the judiciary and Parlia-
ment, callmg ita "clear contra-
diction."

"On one hand, the ruling states
that a defecting member should
be de-seated, but on the other
hand, it allows Parliament to de-
cide the length of disqualifica-
tion.

s contradictory,” the Chief
Justice said, urging that the
constitution's wording should
be the sole basis for such deci-

sions.
The case has its roots in the presi-
dential reference filed by Presi-
dent Arif Alvi in March 2022,
during the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) government.

Nawab Raisani Opposes New
Assembly Hall Construction

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In a recent statement,
former Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Nawab
Muhammad Aslam Raisani, ex-
pressed his strong opposition
to the alochistan
government’s decision to de-
molish the historic.

Assembly Hall and construct a
new one.

Raisani advised the government
to renovate the existing build-
ing instead and allocate the pro-
posed PKR 5 billion budget to-
wards uplifting the social sec-
[

ibstan-
tial amount should be invested
in the welfare of the people,
addressing critical needs such

or.
He emphasized that thi:

as education, healthcare, and
infrastructure development.

The Balochistan government has
decided to proceed with the
demolition of the historic As-
sembly Hall, a move that has
sparked significant debate and
concern among various stake-
holders.

Raisani’s stance highlights the
importance of preserving his-
torical landmarks while priori-
tizing the immediate needs of
the population.

His call for a more prudent alloca-

tion of resources resonates with

‘many who believe that the wel-

fare of the people should take

precedence over new construc-
tion projects.

Balochistan to Reopen 3700
Schools with New Teacher
Recruitment Drive

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

QUETTA:Ina significant move to
address the educational crisis,
the Balochistan government
has announced the recruitment
of teachers on a contract basis
to ensure the immediate func-
tioning of 3,700 non-functional
schools across the province.

‘This initiative aims torevitalize the
education sector,

particularly in the districts of
Pishin and Awaran, where the
‘majority of schools have been
closed.

According to sources within the
education department, the re-
cruitment process has already
commenced with the publica-
tion of advertisements inviting
applications from aspiring can-

Sindh govt 1mplements measures

didates.

The Deputy Commissioners of all
districts have been directed to
ensure a merit-based and
smooth recruitment process.

So far, 40 schools have been
cessfully reopened in the Pi:
district, marking the beginning
of this ambitious project.

The government’s swift action
underscores its commitment to
improving educational access
and quality for the children of
Balochistan.

This development is expected to

bring a positive change in the

region, providing much-needed
educational opportunities and
fostering a brighter future for
the youth.

to combat extremism, prevent
radicalisation: CM Murad

SINDH: Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah on Tues-
day said that his government
has implemented measures to
combat extremism and terrorism,
including intelligence sharing
and coordinated operations
with law enforcement agencies.

His comments came while ad-
dressing participants of the Na-
tional Security and War Course
2024-25 at the Chief Minister
House in Karachi.

In attendance at the event were
240 officers of the armed forces,
civil servants, and military of-
ficers from 24 friendly countries
led by Chief Instructor Major
General Mohammad Akhtar.

“Community engagement and
outreach programmes have been
initiated  to  prevent
radicalisation and promote
peace and harmony,” CM

Murad said. He stated that the
Sindh government has imple-
mented various initiatives to
strengthen the police force, in-
cluding training programmes
and infrastructure development.

Some of the initiatives include the
degradation of the Counter-Ter-
rorism Department (CTD) and
special branch of the police, as
well as the launch of the Karachi
Safe City Project.

Additionally, he highlighted the
Sindh Smart Surveillance Sys-
tem (S4) project, which involves
the installation of automatic
number plate recognition and
facial recognition cameras at 40
toll plazas in Sindh.

The CM revealed that the investi-
gation cost has been increased,
and police stations have been
allocated a direct budget of
Rs4.8 billion.

UNDP Empowers Balochistan: Education,
Climate, and Healthcare Initiatives

Continued to page 2

The Persi
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in Balochistan

Continued to page 2

Joint efforts needed to eliminate narcotics,
protect youth: Senator Hidayatullah
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The Persistent Polio Challenge
in Balochistan

Editorial:

The recent report of the 15th polio case in Balochistan, involving a 30-month-
old child from Pishin, is a stark reminder of the ongoing battle against this
crippling virus. With the total number of polio cases in Pakistan reaching 22
this year, it is evident that our efforts are falling short.

Ayesha Raza Farooq, the Prime Minister’s Focal Person on Polio Eradica-
tion, rightly expressed deep concern over the rising number of cases. Her
statement, “Each new case is a heartbreaking reminder that we are failing our
children,” resonates with the harsh reality. Despite the simplicity of the solu-
tion—timely and repeated vaccination—the targets seem to be achieved only
in media reports, not on the ground.

The traditional methods being applied are clearly insufficient. Vaccine
hesitancy, population mobility, and insecurity are significant challenges that
require innovative, out-of-the-box solutions. The Chlefoflhe Emergency Op-
erations Centre (EOC) Inam ul Ha
officer, but the sheer number of stakeholders mvolVed often le1d< to frag-
mented efforts and diluted a ountability.

It is time for a paradigm shift. We need to move beyond conventional
strategies and adopt a more holistic approach. This includes leveraging tech-
nology for better tracking and outreach, engaging community leaders to build
trust, and ensuring that vaccination campaigns are not just periodic events
but a continuous, integrated effort.

The situation in Balochistan is dire, and it demands coordinated action
from all sectors of society. The dream of a polio-free Pakistan can only be
realized through collective responsibility and unwavering commitment. We
owe it to our children to ensure that no more lives are marred by this prevent-
able disease.

UNDP Empowers Balochistan: Education,
Climate, and Healthcare Initiatives

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: In the
vast and rugged land-
scape of Balochistan,
where challenges
ranging from climate
change
to educa-
llonal dlspanues per-
¢ United Na-
tions Development
Programme (UNDP)
has emerged as a bea-
con of hope, spear-
heading initiatives to
tackle these pressing
issues head-on.

With  climate
change  wreaking
havoc on communities
and ecosystems
across the globe,
Balochistan has not
been spared from its
effects.

In response, the
UNDP has been
implementing a series
of projects in collabo-
ration with various

Power is knowledge?

By Nazir A. Jogezai:

. knowledge and sustain-  prioritises memorisation
Krowreper em- ing colomal power rela- bver creativity, critical
powers individuals, but tions. thinking, and emotional
societal and educational Similarly, in Paki- intelligence, perpetuating
power structures shape stan, the focus on cer- anarrow definition of in-
what knowledgeis acces- tain sects or ethnic telligence and success.
sibleand valued. Acom- groups marginalises This marginalises stu-
plex relationship exists ~others, including non- dents’ intellectual poten-
between power and Muslims, the poor, girls, tial and reinforces social
knowledge, encompass- and women. This con- stratification, as wealthier
ing curriculum design,  trol over knowledge di- students typically have
assessment, and teach- rectly influences what ~access to more resources
ing. We must understand  students learn, how they ~ that better prepare them
the dichotomy bclwccn think, and ulllmdlcly for such tests.
“knowledge is power’ — how they perceive their Assessments fre-
where knowledge grants  place in society. quently act as
power — and ‘power is Control over knowl- gatekeepers to further
knowledge,”  where edge directly influences ~educational opportuni-
power produces knowl- what students learn. ties, professional careers,
edge. Thus, knowledge Learning design and social mobility. En”
is both a means to ac- and assessment can be- trance exams for presti-
quire power and a me- come powerful tools for gious institutes serve as
dium to sustain it, reinforcing dominant critical gatekeeping tools.
shaped by the societal societal values and They typically demand
power dynamics. power structures. In a specific knowledge and

The curriculum competitive education —skills, more accessible to
serves as a powerful system, children may students from affluent
m um for both ex- ]eam that success liesin backgrounds who can
pressing and reinforcing  sus ing others and afford private tutoring
power. The knowledge that individual achieve- and test preparation re-
embedded in curricula  ment takes precedence sources. Such assess-
primarily reflects the per-  over teamwork or collec- ments reinforce social
spectives, priorities, and  tive well-being. This stratification by offering
values of those in power. mindset can foster a greater opportunities to
This knowledge may preference for individu- those already in posi-
emphasise certain his- alism and wealth over tions of power, thereby
torical narratives while community and social perpetuating existing in-
excluding others. responsibility. equalities.

Even after indepen- Given its central Teachers act as in-
dence, many post-colo-  role in the power-knowl-  termediaries between
nial countries’ educa- edge nexus, curriculum  curricula, assessment,
tional curricula still re- reform often becomes a and students. They wield
flect the colonial powers”  battleground where vari-  power in shaping the de-
cultural, historical, and ous groups compete to livery, interpretation, and
linguistic heritage of co- ~ define what knowledge internalisation of knowl-
lonial powers. In some s legitimate and valu- edge by students. How-
Affican countries, the able. These struggles ever, teachers themselves
curricula emphasise Eu-  reveal the power dynam- operate within a broader
ropean literature and his-  ics of education, as well power structure defined
tory, whileignoring local ~ as the potential for cur- by educati-o-nal policies,
knowledge systems, lan- ricula to be a tool for = standa-r--ds, and societal
guages, and cultural social justice or other- exp-ectations.
practices. This perpetu-  wise. leachcr 's ability to either
ates cultural hegemon prac- or reinforce
by elevating the knowl- tices further determine do--minant narratives in
edge and values of the the value of knowledge.  the classroom can greatly
dominant culture above High-stake tests are ex- influence students” criti-
local ones, thereby amples of coerced stan- cal  thinking and
marginalising local dards. Assessment often worldview.

including
civil society,
government bod-

ies, and non-govern-
mental organizations
(NGOs).

These projects
aim to mitigate the im-
pacls of climate
chan,

rehablhtale flood-
affected areas like
Hanna Urak in Quetta,
provide skill trainings
and financial aid to
improve livelihood, and
enhance access to
education, particularly
for girls.

UNDP Sup-
porting 43
Schools To

Improve Edu-
cational Op-
portunities For
Girls

n a region where
the female literacy rate
hovers at a mere 17
percent,

the UNDP’s fo-
cus on improving edu-

cational opportunities
for girls is particularly
crucial.

By supporting the
rehabilitation of 43
schools in four districts
of Balochistan, the
UNDP aims to provide
over 8,000 students,
predominantly girls,
with improved learning
facilities.

This concerted
effort not only empow-
ers girls with education
but also paves the way
for a more equitable
and prosperous future
for the entire region.

Nine Oxygen
plants set to be
installed in
public hospitals
across
Balochistan

is set to install nine
oxygen plants in pub-
lic hospitals across
Balochistan, including
the renowned Sheikh
Zayed Hospital in
Quetta.

This initiative
seeks to enhance the
healthcare infrastruc-
ture and capacity of
these facilities,
thereby improving ac-
cess to vital medi
rvices for communi-
ties across the prov-
ince.

UN Assis-
tant Secre-
tary-General
Kanni
‘Wignaraja
Reviews
Projects In
Balochistan

Furthermore, rec-
ognizing the impor-
tance of access to
healthcare, the UNDP

Recently, UN As-
sistant Secretary-Gen-
eral and UNDP Re-
gional Director Kanni

Wignaraja  visited
Quetta to assess the
progress of these ini-
tiatives  alongside
UNDP Balochistan
Chief Zulfigar
Durrani.

During her visit
she held detailed dis-
cussions with Chief
Minister

Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, reaf-
firming the UNDP'
commitment to sup-
porting the govern-
ment of Balochistan in
addressing the region’s
most pressing chal-
lenges.

As these projects
continue to unfold, they
stand as testament to
the transformative
power

of international
cooperation and col-
lective action in build-
ing a more resilient and
sustainable future for
Balochistan and its
people.

As

ByJawed Naqvi:

£ALESTINE and

Kashmir have too
readily been likened to
each other, and to this
end, they were men-
tioned in the same
breath last week at the
UN — not for the first
time — by Pakistan’s
prime minister.
ere are a few simi-
larities, yes, but they are
mostly notional. Israel
was created in 1948, the
year India and Pakistan
clashed over Kashmir.
They are legacies of co-
lonial cynicism, and their
people have been blud-
geoned for seeking
rights promised by UN
resolutiol
Mlllldl‘y conflicts
between India and Paki-
stan over Kashmir have
ended in stalemates, and
this doesn’t include the
1971 war, which had an
entirely different set of
reasons and outcomes.
Unlike the unending Pal-
estinian struggle, the
Kashmir dispute went
intoa freezein 1
1t stayed thus until
the collapse of the Ber-
lin Wall in 1989, which
signalled the demise of
the USSR and an-
nounced the West’s tri-
umph in the Cold War.
That’s when an armed
revolt flared up in Kash-
mir and it continues to
stalk the heavily
militarised region un-
abated. Palestinians and
Kashmiris have also hi-
jacked planes to pre:
their rights, but thi
where the similarities
begin to wane. Palestine
was supported by the
USSR and Kashmiris had

legacies of colonialism go

the backing of the West,
not least because Paki-
stan was a handy ally.

Palestine straddles
a different history alto-
gether. All countries in
the Middle East that
were close to Moscow
stand wrecked today by
US-led military cam-
paigns. Needless to say,
this could not have hap-
pened without the
vengeful support of the
West’s allies, led by
Saudi Arabia and Jordan.
(The Pakistani military
was used to crush a Pal-
estinian uprising in Jor-
danin 1968.) Among the
US-led targets are Libya,
Syria, Iraq, and the erst-
while Marxist-ruled
South Yemen. Iran got
into the crosshairs by
overthrowing the Shah.
The ongoing targeting
of Palestinians thus has
different roots from
Kashmir. India was
spared the ordeal i
flicted on former Soviet
allies as it changed cor-
ners in the footsteps of
Egypt. The former non-
aligned friends ardently
support Israel as
America’s “unsinkable
ship™ in the region.

In the 1990, at the
height of the upsurge
against Indian rule in
Kashmir, it was normal to
hear from resistance
leaders in Srinagar that
the dispute over their
Himalayan region could
lead to nuclear war.
was offered as a re:
for nuclear-armed India
and Pakistan to settle the
Kashmir dispute amica-
bly before it was too late.
The argument was ro-
mantic at best and luck-

g =

ily delusional. It was
spawned by well-re-
carded thinkers of the
Hurriyat Conference.
Prof Abdul Ghani Bhatt,
the mild-mannered,
Rumi-loving Persian
scholar, led the field,
peppering his fears of a
war with ornate stanzas
from Persian anthology.

Unlike the skies
over Kashmir, nine West-
ern satellites are perma-
nently stationed over
territories of interest to
Israel’s defence.

Last week’s speech
at the UN by Prime Min-

mter Shehbaz Sharif bee

mllltdl’y adventure by In-
dia was of a piece with
what Indians clumsily
call Pakistan’s
‘internationalisation of
the Kashmir issue’. It’s
worth noting though
that China, which also
has territs disputes
with India, has seldom, if
ever, taken the interna-
tional stage to raise bi-
lateral differences with
India. Part of the reason
could be that it seeks to
have India as a partner,
not adversary in its eco-
nomic and political
plans. Nor do we hear of
dire threats made against
China by India.

This is not to say the
two sides don’t remain
militarily primed for a
contingency.

Iniits zeal to take on
India before an interna-
tional audience, Pakistan
may have missed the vi-
suals of India itself

‘internationalising’ the
Kashmir issue, which it
laughably did by giving

a guided tour of the elec-
tions underway in J&K
toa clutch of foreign dip-
lomats. (Did we ever see
aforeign diplomat taken
to elections in Uttar
Pradesh?)

Unlike the skies
over Kashmir, nine West-
ern satellites are perma-
nently stationed over
territories of interest to
Israel’s defence. For
years they have been
observing the land-
scape very minutely, a
point  Prof Bhatt
shouldn’t miss. The
eyes in the sky have
watching
Hezbollah Syria and
Iran, and possibly the
Houthis, but curiously,
not Hamas.

Thus, when the Is-
raeli woman officer who
detected Hamas activity
in Gaza before the cata-
strophic events of Oct 7
last year, alerted the male
colonel responsible for
keeping vigil on the
open prison, he told her:
“Your job is to ply us
with coffee, just keep
that coming.” The exact
details of the conversa-
tion would be known
when Benjamin
Netanyahu is removed
from office, which he is
working feverishly to
delay by widening
Israel’s war in the region
and keeping it perpetu-
ally on the boil. Else,
peace was an earshot
away: heed the call to
end the Gaza slaughter
and nobody would
shoot rockets into Israel
anymore. The US elec-
tions gave Netanyahu
the leeway to dismiss the
ceasefire calls with con-

tempt and impunity.

Hassan Nasrallah’s
death thus followed a
deep study of his bases
for years with human,
Vis dl and technical in-
telligence. The Israeli
military was preparing
for this venture, not the
conflict with Hamas, an
embarrassment hard to
live down. The satellites
and saturated intelli-
gence enabled the pre-
cision killing ofa Hamas
leader in Tehran, fol-
lowed by decapitating
strikes against
Hezbollah in Lebanon.
Striking fear among
Lebanese civilians was
part of the battle drill,
and it was staged by ex-
ploding pagers, killing
dozens and injuring
thousands.

Having said that,
the war in Lebanon may
have only just begun,
unless big powers, out
of sheer self-interest,
douse the inferno
quickly. An estimated 90
per cent of Hezbollah
fighters, commanders
with their lethal arsenal
of well concealed hard-
ware, are believed to be
keeping the powder dry.

This was evident in
the signal from Tehran,
which said the “battle
against Zionism” post
Nasrallah would con-
tinue to be led by
Hezbollah. Iran sees it-
self as more useful
guarding the supply
Tines to Lebanon, and
this it’s doing without
the need for an unten-
able arsenal India and
Pakistan keep flaunting,
mercifully vacuously,
over Kashmir.

A fraying federation

By Shahid Kardar:

; .. angry, ifnot alienated. autonomy of the prov-
AHE federation is [y~ 'the case of inces followingthe 18th
now at stake. The Balochistan, they are Amendment. This re-
bonds of national inte- ~ seemingly unwillingto alignment would have
gration for a function- acceptsolutions within to entail the handing
ing federation are un-  the ambn of Pakistan. over of full control of
der severe stress. all key resources (such
There is anger at the tress are Tistorical andas coal, oil, gas, and
denial of political rights  deep-rooted, and their major minerals) to the
and the lack of effec- provinces where these
tive ownership oreven  be trivialised by claim-  are located.
a say in the use and ing that the uprising IfPakistan’s politi-
pricing of a: such and terrorism are be- cal and economic
as coal, gas and the ingstoked by the Indi- structure were to be
ports. A recent deci- ans. Even if true, it is implanted in oil-rich
sion to transfer land in  decades of Baloch Texas (and in federa-
Sindh and KP to the grievances that are tions like Canada and
military for corporate providing the fuel for Australia), this Ameri-
farming intensifies this the present insur- canstate, withallits oil,
disgruntlement. In the would not be rich; in-
case of KP and stead, entrepreneurs in
Balochistan, the bitter- address these protests, New York and Wash-
ness  extends to a new federal struc- ington would be living
Islamabad’s control- ture has to be devised it up. Whereas the
ling the provinces” op- for the long-term wealth of Texas be-
portunities in cross- sustainability of the longs to the citizens of
border trade. state of Pakistan. Lest that state, in Pakistan
In KP and we forget, we have a effective control over
Balochistan, social centre because the this country’s lifelines
transformation has provinces ceded some and richest resources
rendered traditional powers to it. This re- does not lie with the
political leadership ir- quires a recasti provinces where they
relevant. The baton the Constitution for a are found, the corrup-
has now been grasped more viable structure tion of the provincial
by the youth, who are that strengthens the leadership notwith-

e
=

standing. A new fed-
eral structure has to be
devised for the long-
term sustainability of
the state of Pakistan.

More importantly, —
whereas the govern-
ment of Punjab can
carve out its own vi-
sion and development
agenda for the prov-
ince, a province like
Balochistan and to a
significant extent
Sindh, whose two
principal assets are
their minerals and
coastline, are unable to
develop their own
growth strategy be-
cause these assets are

Council of Common
Interests, and paid a
royalty — in whose
determination the pro-
vincial role is limited

for its minerals, and
a‘modest’ share in the
port  profits  in
Balochistan’s case, is
a weak one. It doesn’t
fully recognise their
right to ownership and
full autonomy to take
decisions on the
utilisation and dlsposa]/
leasing of the
sets. The dcu.ptdnu,
of such rights should

o 1 d

to other users. How-
ever, this conveniently
overlooks how Punjab
imposes Section 144
on the movement of
wheat in order to buy
the crop at a price
lower than its market
price so that it can
subsidise its consump-
tion for its own citi-
zens. The injustice
does not end here.
While Punjab and
Sindh have, at times,
been selling their cot-
ton and wheat and re-
lated products to KP

and Balochistan at

all, decision-makers in
other provinces and at
the federal level sup-
port world prices for
other products on the
pretext that these are
produced and sold by
the private sector and
that good economic
policy should not
disincentivise efficient
investments through a
regime of distorted
price structures.
Islamabad should
also shelve many ac-
tivities that it is per-
forming in
i artly on

an effectively func-
tioning CCl, instead of

ly
by the federal govern-
ment. KP suffers simi-
larly in the case of its
gas and the denial of
regular, timely pay-
ments of committed
net hydel profits.

The argument
that provincial govern-
ments are partners in
decisions made by the
federation on such
matters, through the

a Special
Facilitation Council.
ernment
spokesmen lament
that the narrow inter-
pretation of Article
158, which gives the
residents of the prov-
ince where gas or coal
is found precedence
over others in their
utilisation, results in
non-productive con-
sumption and is unfair

higher than world
prices, the latter has
historically been made
toprovide its gas to the
residents of other
provinces at well be-
low world prices, re-
flected also in the
nominal royalty pay-
ments on this scarce
resource. Therefore,
the provinces should
have full control over
their minerals and be
paid international
prices for them. After

B pa
the plea that itdoes not
have the capacity to
carry out such projects
— which the federal
agencies themselves
execute through pri-
vate consultants and
contractors! Federal
programmes include
Gwadar and Gadani
(in partnership with the
Chinese), the Saindak
and Reko Dik projects
and provincial roads.
Islamabad will simply
not let go of functions

that rightfully belong to
the lower formations
of government, as it
refuses to shed weight
by correcting the in-
congruity of its size
and the expanded role
and mandate that it has
arrogated to itself.

Moreover, the ar-
gument that there is
need to prevent the si-
phoning of funds b:
the corrupt leadership
in the province is an
amusing one. Those
making it neither have
clean hands them-
selves nor are ac-
countable to the voters
in the province on
whose behalf this
money is being spent
on a whole range of
projects that may not
be accorded similar
priority by the provin-
cial leadership. In fact,
taking this line of rea-
soning to its logical
conclusion, we should
still have been the
colony of the honest
and benevolent
Britishers.
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Olympian Sadaf selected for International
Coaching Course (I0OC) course abroad

ISLAMABAD
(INP):  Olympian
Sadaf Siddiqui has
been selected for the
International Coaching
Course (I0C) in Gen-
eral  Conditioning
starting in the first
week of October
at the Hungarian Uni-
versity of Sport Sci-
ences, Hungary.

The course is a
part of International
Olympic Committee
(I0C) efforts to im-
part latest training to
improve the overall
standard of coaches
and officials in the de-
veloping countries.

Sadaf Siddiqui,
who met with the Pa-
Kistan Olympic Asso-
ciation (POA) Vice
President  Begum
Ishrat Ashraf and

POA Secretary Gen-
eral Muhammad
Khalid Mahmood to
share her future plans
in the field of women
sports development
and management.

Begum  Ishrat
Ashraf during her in-
teraction with Sadaf
said that the interna-
tional coaching and
management course
will provide the plat-
form to Sadaf to im-
prove her skills.

“ This course is
very important as it
would help educate our
women coaches in the
longer run The
Course  provides
coaches with a sys-
tematic way to im-
prove their knowledge
and skills in the theo-
retical, technical and

-3

practical aspe
coaching,” she said.

Sadaf, repre-
sented Pakistan in the
2008 Summer Olym-
pics in Beijing, China
as well as in Common-
wealth Games, Asian
Games, SAF Games
and other international
sports events. She also
represented the Army
in many national
events and carried out
the national duty to
find and groom fresh
talent in the field of
athletics.

“Its an honour for
me to represent my
country and my
mother departmet Pa-
kistan Army. I respect
the Olympic values of
dedication, teamwork
and passion,” said
Sadaf Siddiugi adding

that this experience
will allow her to attain
key skills and qualities
such as leadership,
teamwork, and a deep
commitment for the
development of
women'’s sports in Pa-
kistan.

“As a passionate
advocate for women's
participation in sports,
Tam determined to in-
spire the next genera-
tion of female athletes
in Pakistan,” she said.

“My participation
in the IOC Program
will not only help im-
prove my own skills

BATCH 34

CLASS OF 2028

30 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

#CIKI #GIKIBatch34 !

ences and Temnolugy (GIKI) as the
chief guest at the induction ceremony of the new batch of students.

and experience, it will
also serve as an oppor-
tunity to support the
10C in its commitment
for women's empow-
erment in spons ona
global

130 dead in Hurricane Helene, Blden
defends government response

'VALDOSTA (INP): The
death toll from a devas-
tating storm that bat-
tered the southeastern
United States climbed to
at least 130 on Monday,
as the disaster became a
hot topic in an already

m

bitter election campaign,
with the White House
angrily refuting claims it
had been slow to re-
spond.

‘With hundreds still
unaccounted for acrosa
several

states and the death toll
climbing, President Joe
Biden announced he
would travel to storm-
ravaged North Carolina
Wednesday to monitor
rescue efforts.

iden also accused
former president Donald
Trump of spreading lies,
after the Republican
presidential candidate
charged, without evi-
dence, that the federal
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government was ignor-
ing the disaster brought
on by Hurricane Helene
and denying help to his
supporters.

“He’s lying,” Biden
told reporters in the Oval
Office, adding that he
had spoken to North
Carolina governor Ray
Cooper “and he told him
he’s lying. I don’t know

why he does it... that’s
simply not true, and it’s
irresponsible.”

Later, Cooper, a
Democrat, said when
asked about Trump’s ac-
cusations of Republican
victims being ignored:
“It makes no difference
who you are. If you need
hclp, we are going to
provide it.

“Andif there is ever
atime where we all ne
to come together and put
politics aside, it is now.”

At least 130 people
were killed by the storm
and associated flooding

57 in North Carolina,
29 in South Carolina, 25
in Georgia, 14 in Florida,
four in Tennessee and
one in Virginia, accord-
ing to tallies from local
authorities and media re-
ports compiled.
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continued a grim scdrch
for hundreds of people
still unaccounted for
across the affected
states, where torrential
rains brought wide-
spread havoc.

They also worked
to restore water and
power supply to the af-
fected areas as well as
cell phone service, re-
move fallen trees, deliver
supplies and rcgmcr

tance. With Biden re—
paring to head to North
Carolina, Trump on
Monday visited Georgia,
another epicenter of the
destruction — and both
are among the key swing
states where the US elec-
tion will be decided in
just five weeks” time.

In the city of
Valdosta, Trump vowed
to “bring lots of relief
‘material, including fuel,
equipment, water, and
other things” to those in
need.

“The federal gov-
ernment is not being re-
sponsive,” he told re-
porters. “The vice pre:
dent, she’s out some-
place, campaigning,
looking for money,” he
said, referring to his elec-
tion ival, Vu,c President

mala H

re not talking
about politics now,” he
said later, wearing a
bright red “Make
America Great Again”
hat while standing in the
rubble of a furniture
store.

Harris canceled
campaign events to re-
turn to Washington
Monday for a briefing on

the federal response.

“Over the past few
days, our nation has en-
dured some of the worst
destruction and devasta-
tion that we have seen in
quite some time,” Harris
said aﬁerwnrds

And we have re-
sponded with our best,
with the best folks who
are on the ground and
here doing the kind of
work that is about ri: sing
toa moment of cri

Responding  to
Trump’s criticism that he
was “sleeping” instead
of dealing with the storm
damage, Biden defended
his decision to spend the
weekend at his home in
Delaware, saying he was
working “the whole
time.”

When a major natu-
ral disaster hits the
United States, the federal
government responds at
the request of states. A
president’s role is us
allyto oversee and coor-
dinate aid, including
funding. Scientists say
climate change likely
plays a role in the rapid
intensification of hurri-
canes, because there is
more energy in warmer
oceans for them to feed
on, and Biden stressed
as much Monday.

The chenﬂ’s office
in Pinellas County,
Florida published a grim
litany of the nine people
left dead there so far, al-
most all of whom were
found in their homes.

Nearlyall appeared
to have drowned, it said,
while the others were
buried under debris.

In Georgia, resi-
dents faced power cuts,
supply  shortages.
blocked roads and bro-
ken communication lines
in often mountainous
terrain, with Governor
Brian Kemp describing
the storm as a “250-mile
wide tornado.” More
than 1.6 million house-
holds and businesses
remained without power
on Monday, accordmg to

tage.

Grand ceremony takes place to mark
75th anniversary of China

BEIING (INP): Around
120,000 people gathered
here at Tian'anmen
Square on Tuesday t
morning, braving the
brisk autumn air to wit-
ness the national flag-
raising ceremony com-
memorating the 75th an-
niversary of the found-
ing of the People's Re-
publicof China.
Brimming with
pride and excitement,
the crowd watched in
admiration as the flag
rose. An 18-meter-tall
flower basket, the cen-
terpiece of the newly
installed floral displays,
stood in the public
square, enhancing the
festive atmosphere.
"As I stood in
Tian'anmen Square,
looking up at the bright
red national flag, I felt
deeply honored,” said

travelers.

‘Wang Baihui, a train
conductor, is among
those committed to their
duties. s
train (3486 arrived at
Shenyang North Station
in northeast China's
Liaoning Province, she
efficiently guided pas-
sengers (o board in an
orderly manner. Once the
train departed, she me-
ticulously inspected the
carriages, ensuring that
all luggage was properly
stowed. "Everyone
wishes to spend the holi-
days with their family,
but our duty requires us
to put aside our personal
lives for the greater
good. It's a feeling of
'happy sollludc in its
own way," Wang said.
China is expected to see
175 million railway trips
during the 10-day travel

emony.
"Our lives are im-
pro\'mg and watching
¢ flag-Taising ceremony
filled me with excite-
ment," said 70-year-old Yi
Zaiquan, who, along with
his wife, traveled from
central China's Hubei
Province to Beijing on
Monday and arrived at
Tian'anmen Square at
midnight to secure their
spot. Across the country,
National Day is cel-
ebrated with a variety of
activities, from festive
events and exhibition vis-
its to travel. In east
China's Zhejiang Prov-
ince, the rippling green
waters and picturesque
mountains of Yanglou
Village in the city of
Huzhou are captivating
visitors from across the
country. After strolling
along the 500-meter-long

cial media: "The scenery
around the Taihu Lake is
like a painting, abso-
lutely photogenic, and
totally worth the trip!"
"The visitor's impres-
sion is the result of
Huzhou's consistent fo-
cus on ecological pres-
ervation for over a de-
cade," said Pan Ming
director of the ecologi-
cal environment bureau
in Huzhou. "The Taihu
Lake today is completely
transformed compared
to 20 years ago. Back
lhcn household waste
and sewage were di-
rectly discharged into
the lake, and there were
hardly “any_tourists
throughout the year,"

said Shen Boxing, a lo-
cal resident. This year's
National Day "golden
week" holiday runs from
Oct. 1 to 7. While many

Yao Chengming, a stu- reed walkwayin Yanglou  in Chinaenjoyaweek of rush, which runs from
dent from the Beijing on Tuesday, Yang travel and leisure, others Sept. 29 to Oct. 8, ac-
Forestry University af- Tongtong, a tourist from  work diligentlytoensure  cording to China State

ter attending the cer- Railway Group Co., Ltd.

Pakistan's first space applications and
research center inaugurated in GB

GILGIT (INP):
Pakistan’s first Space
Applications and Re-
search Center is set to
be inaugurated today in
Gilgit-Baltistan, marking
a significant milestone
in the country’s space
and environmental re-
search efforts.

The inauguration

Shanghai, posted on so- a smooth experience for

the Pakistan Space and
Upper Atmosphere Re-
search Commission
(SUPARCO), will feature
Chief Minister of Gilgit-
Baltistan, Gulbar
Khan, as the chief guest.
The event will also
be attended by scientists,
environmental experts,
and students from across

search center represents
SUPARCO's commit-
ment to expanding the
use of space technology
and environmental moni-
toring throughout Paki-
stan. The facility will fo-
cus on critical areas
such as glacier monitor-
ing, mitigating the im-
pacts of climate change,

ment preparedness. It
aims to advance research
in glacier dynamics, natu-
ral disaster response,
biodiversity conserva-
tion, and sustainable re-
source management. A
SUPARCO spokesper-
son highlighted the
center’s potential to fos-
ter collaboration among

ceremony, organized by the country. This re- and disaster manage- _scientists.
r T
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Denmark Jakob Linulf meeting with Coordinator to PM on Climate]
Change, Romina Khurshid Alam, Chairperson of Senate Standing Committee on Human Rights,

Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri is also present in the meeting.
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PBF unanimously rejects PSB decision
of ban on officials

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-

stan Boxing Federation (PBF)
has unanimously rejected the
Pakistan Sports Board (PSB)
ban imposed on officials under
the guise of a boxer hiding
abroad on the official passport
along with departmental NOC
and termed the PSB inquiry
report completely biased.

Chaired by President PBF
Muhammad Khalid Mahmood,
a meeting of the Executive
Committee and General Coun-
cil of PBF was held on Tues-
day during which all stakehold-
ers showed full confidence on
the existing office bearers.

The house also ratified the
amendments of the Constitu-
tion of the Pakistan Boxing
Federation that were princi-
pally agreed to during the last
General Council of Pakistan
Boxing Federation.

The house also approved

the Audit Report for the fiscal
year of 2023-24.

The PBF Executive Com-
mittee and General Council
expressed disappointment and
rejected the unilateral baseless
report related to a boxer who
travelled to Italy for Olympic
Qualifiers on Official Passport
having a valid visa and NOC
of his parent department.
The house noted with
grave concern that the report
violates basic legal principles
and fundamental rights.
During the meeting the
house also confirmed the elec-
tion of Begum Ishrat Ashrafas
the Chairperson of the Paki-
stan Boxing Federation. She
thanked the house and assured
the house of her complete sup-
port while president PBF
Khalid Mehmood also updated
the members on the on-going
developments and role of the

Pakistan Boxing Federation in
securing the sports of the Box-
ing as an Olympic Sports.

The house reiterated that
all efforts should be made to
keep the sports of Boxing in
Olympic Games by joining
World Boxing.

The forums applauded
Ayesha Mumtaz for securing
a Bronze Medal in the ASBC
Asian Junior (Boys and Girls)
Boxing Championship 2024 at
Abu Dhabi. PBF awarded the
boxer Rs. 100,000 for this com-
mendable performance and
also appreciated the Army's
boxer for fantastic perfor-
mance.

The members also
thanked Pakistan Army for or-
ganizing 4th Inter-Department
National Elite Men/Women
Boxing Championship 2024 at
Abbottabad in a befitting man-

e e
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar,
addressing a Press Conference.

Stability impossible without recognizing
Imran’s political role: Fawad Chaudhry

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former
Federal Minister Fawad
Chaudhry has emphasized that
political stability in Pakistan
cannot be achieved without
acknowledging the political stat-
ure of PTI founder Imran
Khan.

Speaking to the media out-
side the accountability court,
Chaudhry criticized the ongo-
ing political environment, stat-
ing that baseless cases are be-
ing used to tarnish reputations
and further increase tensions.

Chaudhry remarked that
the investigation into the case
has been dragging on for eight
months, accusing authorities of
creating fabricated cases.

He warned that the cur-
rent political tension in the
country will only escalate fol-
lowing Imran Khan's recent
call, which he believes will raise
the political temperature fur-
ther.

He also voiced concerns
about the way the Chief Jus-
tice is running the Supreme
Court, stating that this ap-
proach is not conducive to a
stable Pakistan. Chaudhry
stressed that trampling over
others for political gain will only
lead to further instability, em-
phasizing the importance of the
PTI founder's upcoming call on
Friday.
Chaudhry called for the
initiation ofa grand political dia-
logue, involving all political par-
ties and the establishment, to
find a solution for the nation's
challenges.

He firmly stated that the
country cannot function with-
out recognizing Imran Khan’s
political influence, adding that
two-thirds of Pakistan's

population supports the
PTI founder.

Regarding the situation in
the Supreme Court, Chaudhry

pointed out growing divisions,
hinting that the Chief Justice is
seeking an extension at all
costs, which is only adding to
the court's internal tensions.

When questioned by a
Jjournalist about his absence
from PTI’s political rallies,
Chaudhry responded by say-
ing, "We are present every-
where."

Earlier in the day, an ac-
countability court in Islamabad
held a hearing in the corrup-
tion scandal related to the Pind
Dadan Khan Road project, in-
volving Fawad Chaudhry. Ac-
countability Court Judge Nasir
Javed Rana presided over the
session, where Chaudhry ap-
peared with his legal team.

The court directed the
NAB investigation officer to
submit a complete report un-
der the new law before the
next hearing, which was ad-
journed until October 17.

Govt utilizing all resources to provide
health facilities to people

QUETTA (INP): Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Health Card
Balochistan Dr. Samiullah Kakar
on Tuesday said that the govern-
ment is utilizing all available re-
sources to provide health facili-
ties to the people.

He expressed these views
while chairing a meeting with MS
Dr. Sultan Lahri of Helper Eye
Hospital, MS Dr. Ishaq Panizai of
Civil Hospital Quetta, consultants
of the medical faculty, cardiology,
gynecology and surgery depart-
ments.

Dr.

miullah Kakar said that
the process of treating patients
through health card in Helper Eye
Hospital Quetta was stalled for the
last 8 months which has been
started.

Hessaid that Cardiac Depart-
ment and other 11 specialties in
Civil Hospital Quetta have com-

‘mitted to continue providing qual-

ity health services to the poor and
deserving people of Balochistan
through Health Card Program.

He also assured the consult-
ants that the health card program
would provide full support to the
consultants saying that collective
efforts are very important for the
success of the health card pro-
gram. Dr, Sami said that the mis-
understandings regarding the
health card have been removed in
Bolan Medical Hospital and treat-
ment of patients through health
card has been formally started.

Soon 24/7 services at BMCH
will be fully available for patients
on health card, he note

He said that health services
would be provided absolutely free
through the health card so that
every individual, especially the
poor and needy could casily ac-

=
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cess the best treatment.
This project is a significant
step towards strengthening and

stabilizing the health system of

the province which will improve
the lives of thousands of patients,
he said.

He said that free treatment
facility has been provided to more
than 90 thousand patients in more
than 1200 hospitals across the
country through health card.

The provincial government
has doublcd the health budget to
provide basic health facilities to
the people, he maintained.

He said that health card ser-
vices would be extended to all
hospitals in the province soon,
people should take full advantage
of the facility of health card and
in case of any complaint, register
their complaint on the health card
helpline.
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[MOSCOW: Federal Minister for Board of Investment, Privatization & Cnmmumcxuons,/\hdul Alecm
[Khan addressing Pakistan-Russia Trade & Investment Forum.

ISLAMABAD Prime Minister
[Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar on the demise of his elder brother.

to Deputy Prime

Joint efforts needed to eliminate narcotics,
protect youth: Senator Hidayatullah

ISLAMABAD (INP): Chair-
man Senate Standing Commit-
tee on Narcotics Control, Sena-
tor Hidayatullah Khan has
stressed the need of collective
national efforts for elimination
of narcotics and to protect
youth.

He stated this while chair-
ing a meeting of the Senate
Body held at Parliament House
on Tuesday. The meeting was
attended by Senator Dost
Muhammad Khan, Senator
Abdul Shakoor Khan, Senator
Mir Dostain Khan Domki,
Senator Manzoor Ahmed, the
Joint Secretary of the Ministry
of Narcotics, the Director Gen-
cral OF Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF), the Director (ANF),
and the senior officials from the
Ministry of Narcotics.

The Joint Secretary of the
Ministry of Narcotics pre-
sented an overview of the or-
ganizational structure and
functions of the Ministry and
its attached departments. He
emphasized that the Ministry
has established various bilateral
agreements with multiple coun-
tries to combat narcotics in
Pakistan. It was highlighted
that Pakistan has maintained a
poppy-free status since 2021,
and a total of 622.034 metric
tons of drugs have been seized
since 2023.

Furthermore, it was re-
ported that 14,509 awareness
activities have been conducted
since 2023, with 37 Memoran-
dums of Understanding
(MOUgs) signed with different
countries and an additional 29
MOUs currently under pro-
cess.

The total allocated budget
was reported as Rs. 7,593.952

million was allocated to the
Ministry of Narcotics Control
(Main) and Rs. 7,328.852 mil-
lion to the Anti-Narcotics
Force. The national funds bal-
ance was reported as Rs.
401.133 million.

The Director General of
the Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) highlighted the
department's shortage of man-
power, a concern that has been
raised with the government but
has yet to be addressed. Em-
phasizing the importance of
collaborative efforts to protect
future generations, he stressed
that combating the spread of
narcotics should be treated as
a national emergency. With
political support, he noted, the
issue can be controlled.

Furthermore, Senator
Abdul Shakoor Khan ex-
pressed concern that Gulistan
Tehsil has become a hub for

ditionally, he mentioned that
each of the listed universities
has established a separate anti-
drug and tobacco committee.

The Director also provided
an update on initiatives for drug
demand reduction, highlighting
that they are offering free-of-
charge rehabilitation treatment
and approximately 27,000 pa-
tients have already been
treated at the rehabilitation
centers.

Chairman Committee,
Senator Hidayatullah Khan re-
marked that we should all
pledge to rid the country of all
forms of narcotics, and we
must strive to eliminate this
menace as it causes significant
harm to our nation. It is par-
ticularly damaging to our youth,
who, as aresult, lose their abil-
ity to understand or compre-
hend anything.

He also stated that we

narcotics, with the prevalence
of drug use now 1,000 times
higher than it was three years
ago. He recommended that the
Committee request a five-year
record detailing how many of-
fenders were apprehended
and punished in both session
court and high court.

The Director of the ANF
also briefed that in coordina-
tion with the Higher Education
Commission (HEC), efforts
have been initiated to curb the
prevalence of narcotics in uni-
versities, with a total focus on
255 institutions. He further re-
ported that a special campaign
to control narcotics was con-
ducted in September 2024.
Presenting statistics on actions
taken from 11 September to 29
September 2024, he stated that
56 culprits have been arrested
‘om various universities. A

must take
tectour capable chlldren Lhose
who aspire to become doctors
or engineers from falling into
the trap of narcotics. He em-
phasized that this is one of the
greatest challenges we face.
In his concluding remarks,
Senator Hidayatullah added
that we should address this is-
sue with the spirit of jihad. In
universities, even our youth are
no longer able to perform to
their potential due to the influ-
ence of drugs.
This is a challenge we
must confront and eradicate.
He further stated that he
would urge the Prime Minister
to provide the Anti-Narcotics
Force with all necessary facili-
ties to effectively curb this
problem. Moving forward, we
will make every effort to com-
bat this menace.

million, of which Rs. 265.100
—

i
Federad Minister for Interior Motrsan Noqui in a meebng with JULF Chiel Meudenn Faza) ur Rehenan in

Islamabad on Dotober #,

Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) plane
suffers tyre burst, all passengers safe

MULTAN (INP): A Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA)
flight from Dubai to Multan
faced a technical issue when
all the tyres of the aircraft burst
during takeoff. The flight, car-
rying 172 passengers, was
forced to abort its departure
due to this unexpected prob-
lem.

The Airbus A320 was ac-
celerating on the runway when
a warning of an engine mal-
function was received, said the
PIA spokesperson. The cap-
tain employed the emergency
brake system, bringing the air-
craft to a safe halt.

However, this sudden
braking caused all the tyres to
burst, necessitating the imme-
diate transfer of passengers to
the airport lounge for their
safety. The PIA engineering
department dispatched a team
from Karachi to Dubai on a
flight for tonight —

night between Monday and
Tuesday— to address and rec-
tify the technical fault.

In the meantime, the man-
agement of the national flag
carrier has made arrange-
ments for the affected passen-
gers. Some of them will be ac-
commodated on PIA flight PK
204 from Dubai to Lahore to-
night, while others will be
flown from Sharjah to Multan.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the government of
Pakistan is going to privatise
PIA and in a recent develop-
ment, the Privatisation Com-
mission has extended the bid-
ding date for the privatisation
of Pakistan International Air-
lines (PIA) by one month,
pushing itto October 31,2024,

Following the extension,
the draft agreement is now set
to be signed on October 25,
2024, while the deadline for
submitting advance money has

been moved to October 28,
124,
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The sudden decision to
extend the bidding deadline has
left companies interested in
PIA’s privatisation surprised.

Aviation sources warn that
this extension could negatively
impact the privatisation pro-
cess.

The Privatisation Commis-
sion has not provided a clear
explanation for the abrupt
change, though advance de-
posits were initially due by Sep-
tember 27, 2024.

Despite the extension, all
preparations for the bidding
were reportedly in place for the
original deadline of October 1.

‘A consortium of six private
companies, including Blue
World City, Air Blue, Arif
Habib, Fly Jinnah, Pak Etha-
nol, and YB Holdings, remains
in the race for A’s
privatisation.




