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Misplaced Priorities In Balochistan

As these dedicated educators protest, the Balochistan government has inexplicably allocated Rs. 5 billion for
the construction of a new provincial assembly

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: The ongoing hunger
strike by professors and lectur-
ers from the University of
Balochistan and BUITEMS out-
side the Quetta Press Clubisa
sobering reflection of the
government’s misplaced priori-
ties. As these dedicated educa-
tors protest unpaid salaries and
rampant corruption within their
institutions, the Balochistan
government has inexplicably al-
located Rs. 5 billion for the con-
struction of a new provincial
assembly. This stark contrast
raises fundamental questions
about the government’s com-
mitment to education and the
welfare of its citizens.

Education is the backbone of any
society, and the deteriorating
conditions in Balochistan’s uni-
versities signal a growing crisis.
Faculty members, led by es-
teemed professors such as
Kaleemullah Bareech, Fareed
Achakzai, and Hasrat Hussain
Shah, are fighting not just for
their livelihoods but for the fu-
ture of education in the prov-
ince. Months without salaries
have left these educators strug-
gling to support their families,
while institutional corruption
further cripples the academic
environment.  Yet, the
government’s response has
been indifferent at best, neglect-
ing the very people responsible
for shaping the next generation
of leaders.

Professor Barech’s poignant
statement, “We have not re-
ceived our salaries for months
How are we supposed o sus-
tain our families and continue
our work under such condi-
tions?” echoes the frustrations
of many across the province.
Meanwhile, Professor
Achakzai’s allegations of cor-

ruption within thc universities
where funds intended for
demic development are being
siphoned off, only add to the
sense of injustice. These are not
minor grievances; they are
symptomatic of a failing system
that urgently needs reform.
Yet, instead of addressing these
pressing concerns, the govern-

ment has chosen to funnel an
astonishing Rs. 5 billion into
constructing a new assembly
building. While the need for in-
frastructure in governance is
understandable, it pales in com-

son to the immediate and
critical needs of the education
sector. What message does it
send to the people of

" —
Balochistan when their educa-
tors must resort to hunger
strikes to receive what is right-
fully theirs, while such vast
sums are spent on a building
that, in all likelihood, will ben-

efit onlya few?
Professor Hasrat’s concerns
about the impact on students
should be a wake-up call for the

authorities. The students of
Balochistan are the ones who
will ultimately pay the price for
the government’s neglect. With
teachers protesting on the
streets and administrative fail-
ures plaguing the universities,
how can we expect students to
receive a quality education? The
long-term  damage to
Balochistan’s higher education
system will be profound if these
issues are not addressed swiftly.

The government must rethink its
priorities. Rather than pouring
billions into grand construction
projects, it should focus on re-
solving the immediate crises fac-
ing the education sector.

This means paying the salaries
owed to the professors and e
turers, launching investigations
into the corruption allegations,
and ensuring that funds meant
for academic development are
used for their intended pur-
poses.

Ifthe government continues down
this path, it risks not only alien-
ating the academic community
butalso undermining the future
of the province itself. The edu-
cation of Balochistan’s youth
should never be compromised
for the sake of political monu-
ments. It is time for the govern-
ment to act decisively, meet the
demands of the protesting fac-
ulty members, and invest in the
future  of education in
Balochistan. Anything less is a
betrayal of the province’s stu-
dents and educators.

Police Van Attack Leaves 2 Dead 3 Policemen
Injured In Dera Murad Jamali

Dera Murad Jamal: At least
two people were killed and three
others injured when armed assail-
ants opened fire at a police pris-
oners” vehicle in the Dera Murad
Jamali arca of Balochistan on

Wednesday.
The primary target of the at-
tack was prisoner Nazar

Muhammad Hijwani. During the
assault, a police head constable,
Habib ur Rehman, was among the
injured. He later succumbed to his
injuries ata local hospital, raising
the death toll to two. Three po-
licemen were also wounded in the
ambush.

Following the incident, rela-
tives and co-tribesmen oin] ani
blocked the main Sindh-

Ayub Bhutto:

Police acted swiftly and ar-
rested one of the attackers. Raids

highway,
thei rrest of the attack-

are ongoing to the re-
inil i involved in the

ers. The protest led to long
queues of vehicles on both sides
of the highway, causing signifi-
cant traffic disruptions.

attack. Authorities have increased
security across the city to prevent
further incidents.

Head Constable Habib ur

Rehman’s funeral prayer was held
at the Dera Murad Jamali police
line, attended by fellow officers
and family members.

The protesters chanted slo-
gans during the demonstration,
calling for justice and swift action
against the perpetrators.

Dr. Ghulam Nabi Nasar Leads Life-Saving
Surgery for Musakhail Girl

QUETTA: Following the di-
rectives of Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and
Health ~ Minister ~ Bakht
Muhammad Kakar, a young girl
from Musakhail was successfully
operated on at the Children’s Hos-
pital, Quetta.

The case garnered attention
after a social media post about her
condition went viral, prompting
immediate government interven-
tion.

‘The girl, suffering from a rare
condition known as Sacrococ-
cygeal Teratoma (SCT), was ad-
mitted to the hospital where her
treatment began. Today, after a
two-and-a-half-hour surgery led
by Professor Ghulam Nabi Nasir,
Head of Pediatric Surgery at
Children’s Hospital Quetta, the
tumor weighing 5 kg was success-
fullyremoved. SCT s a rare con-
genital tumor that develops near
the tailbone and affects approxi-

Syed Ali Shah:

‘mately one in 35,000 newborns.

Prior to receiving help, the
girl’s parents had sought treat-
ment in Punjab but were unable
to afford the surgery.

The Balochistan govern-
ment, responding quickly to the
viral appeal, contacted the family
and ensured her admission and
treatment at the Quetta hospital.

The girl’s parents expressed

their deep gratitude to Chief Min-
mcr Bugti, Health Minister Kakar,
hulam Nabi N

|heir swift action and life-
intervention.

Prof. Nasir highlighted the
vital role the Pe
Department plays in delivering
quality healthcare and saving
lives, particularly in complex cases
like this.

Bilawal affirms commitment to constitutional
amendments ahead of Oct 25 deadline

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has reiter-
ated his commitment to complet-
ing the constitutional amend-
ments, stating that if they are
finalised before October 25, the
‘matter can be resolved peacefully.

Tna session with reporters in
Islamabad on Wednesday,
Bilawal was asked about his
stance on former prime minister
Imran Khan's military trial. He re-
plied, “We need to assess the evi-
dence first; after all, we have the
duthonty to grant a presidential
pardon.” He maintained that the
PPP stands against the death pen-
alty. When questioned about the
proposed constitutional amend-
ments and their deadline of Octo-
ber 25, he stated, “If the amend-
ments are made before October
25, the matter can be settled
peacefully. While they can be
done later, it may lcad to confron-
tational situations.”

He further asserted that the
PPP would not abandon the mat-
ter concerning the constitutional
court, vowing to see it through to
completion. “We have already

faced significant delays; our de-
mands date back to 2006 and are
part of our manifesto,” he added.

Bilawal also criticised the
judiciary's timing regarding cer-
tain actions, questioning why the
timing of the injunction on re-
served seats was not being scru-
tinised. He pointed out that the
judiciary's four-page clarification
issued on September 14, the day
ofa parliamentary session, raised
questions about the judicial tim-
ing. He mentioned that the head

o the constiutional court would
serve a three-year term and ex-

tablishment of military court:
emphasising that the justification
for the federal constitutional court
lies in the Supreme Court's his-
torical precedents.

On the Karachi unrest case,
which has been ongoing since
2011, Bilawal noted that the judi-
ciary had affected the local gov-
ernment system under the pretext
of this case.

ITHC to Hear Petition Against SZABMU
MDCAT Results

ISLAMABAD: Medical Aspir-
ants Challenge MDCAT Results

Hundreds of medical aspirants
in Islamabad have filed a petition in
the Islamabad High Court (IHC)
against the results of the Shaheed
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto Medical Univer-
sity (SZABMU) MDCAT 2024. The
peitioners allege irregularities and in-

Syed Muhammad Yaseen:

justices in the MDCAT keys, claim-
ing that some questions were out of
syllabus and misleadiny

BMU's promise to
award grace marks for any errors in
the keys, the official results released
did not include any such marks, spark-
ing outrage and frustration among the
aspirants. [HC to hear MDCAT case

on October 3rd.

‘The IHC has scheduled a hear-
ing for the petition on Thursday, Oc-
tober 3rd. Medical aspirants hope that
the court will deliver a fair and just
decision regarding their future, ensur-
ing that their hard work and efforts
are not undermined by unfair prac-
tices.

New generation
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PTI rally not allowed owing to
terrorism concern, SHC informed
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Shelterless schools in Balochistan
and CM Sarfaraz Bugti
Editorial:

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti announcement about the con-
struction of buildings for shelterless schools appears to be a positive stride.
As per the statistics of the education department, the number of shelterless
schools across the province is more than 2,000. However, independent sources
put the number much higher than what is being quoted by the department.

The CM needs to translate his words into action in terms of the construc-
tion of buildings and boundary walls for the government-run schools. Al-
though, the construction of buildings has not been reflected in the public
sector development program (PSDP) for the current financial year. However,
the government can evolve a strategy and mechanism to include all shelterless
schools in the forthcoming budget.

UNICEF, EU should go beyond inaugural sessions

Mr. Bizenjo made this announcement while addressing the inaugural cer-
emony of the Balochistan Education Support Program (BESP). Representa-
tives of the European Union and UNICEF were also in attendance. As far as
UNICEF and EU are concerned, they have to go beyond inaugural sessions
and take steps for the promotion of the education sector,

Yes, first |l is the ility of the government of i to make
sure pro of education to every kid entitled under article 25-A of the
Constitution. Bm UNICEF and EU should not be confined to a private hotel or
their heavily-guarded offices. It has almost become a tradition that once in a
year these organizations hold such seminars.

8,188 schools have no toilet facility

Accordmg to the statistics of the education department, 8,188 schools
have no toilet facility. This is a matter of serious concern. The number of
government-run primaries, middle and high schools across Balochistan is more
than 15,000. Statistics show that 11,775 schools have no facility for drinking
water and nearly 8,000 schools have no boundary walls.

It is good to see representatives from the UNICEF and EU discussing
education in Quetta. But still, a lot needs to be done. Their attractive sign-
boards and banners should match their performance on the ground.

As far as the government is concerned, it must announce an emergency to
make sure the enrollment of more than 1 million children in schools and im-
prove the state of facilities in schools.

Unseen horrors

By Mahir Ali:

W The RSF and the consolidate his power).
HEN yet another  gAF iointly carried out His remarks were widely

By Sohail Habib:

AT a recent parent-

teacher meeting at an
elite school, a parent
complained of her son’s
poor performance in
Urdu. The teacher told
her not to worry, as all
his classmates were fac-
ing problems in Urdu,
This is the dilemma of
our new generation, the
Gen Z-ers, born between
the mid-1990s and the
late 2010s. In fact, Gen
Z-ers are the first true
digital natives, with
technology seamlessly
integrated into their
lives, unlike previous
generations, who are
digital immigrants.
Among their two billion
worldwide, Pakistan is
home to seven million
the fifth-largest Gen Z
cohort after China, India,
Indonesia and Nigeria.
American sociolo-
gist George Ritzer ex-
plains the dilemma of the
new generation in The
McDonaldisation of So-
ciety. ‘McDonaldisation”
refers to the pervasive
expansion of the prin-
ciples of the fast-food
chain: speed, conve.
nience
standardisation for dl—
verse societies and ge-
ographies. The ensuing
cultural globalisation
has the advantage of

New generation

being democratic in na-
ture, but the associated
homogenisation threat-
ens diversity.

Previous genera-
tions learnt through au-
ditory delivery and
‘manual practices; G
ers learn digitallyand vi-
sually. Not surprisingly,
‘many skills are becoming
redundant such as callig-
raphy, classical music
and the learning of ori-
ental languages.
Parenting styles are also
changing. Previously,
we saw helicopter
parenting, with exces-
sive parental involve-
ment and control in
children’s lives. Today,
Gen Z students are expe-
riencing a “CIA’ style of
parenting, where
progress and grades are
‘monitored through tech-
nology

ultural
globalmuon also fea-
tures speed and effi-
ciency, manifested in au-
tomated banking ser-
vices, online shopping
and  self-checkout
counters. However, the
downside of excessive
automation i
dehumanisation which
leads to poor tolerance
in times of stress.
Dubbed the ‘loneliest
generation’, Gen Z-ers
face anxiety owing to

&

disruptive technologies,
economic uncertainty
and loss linked to the
Covid pandemic. More-
over, previous genera-
tions would spend their
free time socialising in
person, which releases
mood-elevating chemi-
cals in the body. But this
is missing in the emoji-
and text-driven interac-
tions of our youth on
social media platforms
today. They frequently
suffer from FOMO, “the
fear of missing out”, and
so cannot stay away
from their phones for too
long.

Not surprisingly,
many skills are becoming
redundant.

Gen Z-ers are rela-
tively more pragmatic
than their predecessors.
They focus more on skills
than on theory and pre-
fer certification over de-
grees. Although they ex-
hibit more entrepreneur-
ial qualities compared to
previous generations,
they are more conserva-
tive and prudent when it
comes to finances. This
shift is mainly shaped by
the perma-crisis of the
2008 Great Recession,
Covid-19.and 9/11 hyper-
terrorism.

The new generation
prefers personalised ex-
periences, self-enrich-

ment and an adventur-
ous lifestyle. This has
spurred local tourism
from Kalash to Kumrat
and Insta selfies from
Deosai to Phander.
However, this hyper-
‘mobility has two associ-
ated trends. Firstly, there
is a hyper-exodus of
youngsters from Paki-
stan. According to the
UN World Population
2024 report, 1.6m Paki-
stanis left the country in
2023. This exodus is more
than the numbers from
the two most populous
countries: India
(980,000) and China
(570,000). This may be
considered ‘brain drain”
but also proves to be a
primary source of remit-
tances in the long term.
The second trend is
the declining attachment
to ancestral lands. An
example is the third gen-
eration of Kashmiris whu
have settled in the UK.
Older generations of the
Kash-m! aspora
wo--uld invest back in
Kashmir and bring the
bodies of relatives for
bu—rial there. However,
the new generation of
Kash-miri expats has di-
minished emoti-onal and
financial interest in their
ancestral land. A similar
trend can be observed in
rural-urban migration.

The grooming and
blooming of Gen Z-ers in
the virtual world has
made it a generation of
‘scroll & troll’. Like the
gig economy’s short
TikTok reels, McJobs,
micro-celebrities and
freelancing, our youth
display a short atténtion
span and an appetite for
instant gratification.
This makes it harder to
focus on deep learning
or long-term projects.
Casual relationships
“situationships’ are
developed online and
terminated by ghosting.

The age of marriage
age is moving to the late
20s.

During  Juma
prayers, worshippers ar-
rive late and leave
quickly after the prayers.
The reliance of Gen Z-ers
on social media has
made them more vulner-
able to fake news and
synthetic content. Ac-
cording to the Global
Risks Report 2024, the
top five risks that Paki-
stan faces today include
fake news and misinfor-
mation.

In short, technol-
ogy has transformed the
“global village” into the
“global street”, but Gen
Z-ers’ excessive usage
of gadgetry may lead to
a ‘tech neck’.

By Zahid Hussain:

Sudanese civil war the 2021 coup that interpreted as a salvo
eruptedin April 2023, the ~ crushed tentative hopes aimed primarily at the
then year-old Russian of a transition to some UAE, which, notwith-
invasion of Ukraine con-  kind of democracy after ~ standing denials from
tinued to hog the atten- a popular uprising in Abu Dhabi, has been
tion of the so-called i 2019 led to the end of outed as the RSF’s big-
ternational community. Omaral-Bashir’s 30-year gestarms supplier, its lar-
Now, as Isracl supple- dictatorship. ~ The gesse ranging from hi-
ments its bombardment duumvirate formed by tech Chinese drones to
of Beirut with ground in- Mohamed Hamdan Serbian munitions.

cursions into Lebanon Dagalo, the RSF chief A New York Times
almost a year after better known as investigative report co-
launching an open- Hemedti, and the SAF’s authored by Declan
ended genocidal assault  General Abdel Fattahal- Walsh revealed last
on Gaza, the intensifying  Burhan crumbled when month how an Emirates
catastrophe in Sudan is the latter insisted on a Red Crescent hospital in
still struggling to attract ~ relatively rapid integra- Chad, near the Sudanese
anything more than cur- tion of the RSF into the border, set up ostensibly
sory concern and the regular armed forces. to aid refugees from

usual platitudes. Sudanese civilians have ~ Sudan, mainly treats in-
HO Director- paid the price, as evi- jured RSF combatants,
General Tedros denced last week when and is situated next to

Adhanom Ghebreyesus  the SAF embarked on a drone hangars and a mu-
has a possible explana- fresh effort to retake nitions storage facility.
tion. “Ithink race isinthe  Khartoum. The drones help to stave
play here. ... We see the Hell is murky. Sois ~ off threats to arms deliv-
patiernnow,” he told the  the disaster unfoldingin ery convoys.
BBC last month, after Sudan. Back in July, a Guard-
describing the “destruc- Both sides have ian report revealed that
tion, displacement, dis- justifiably been accused Emirati passports had
eases everywhere, and of atrocities, although been found in a part of
now famine” that he wit-  the RSF and its associ- Omdurman, across the
nessed during a visit to ates appear to be well Nile fmmKhanoum, after
Sudan. ahead ofthe SAF in per- it was retaken by the SAF
The violent tussle petrating sexual vio- from the RSF, indicating
for power between rival ~lence. that the UAE may be “co-
military forces has Systematic rape as  vertly putting boots on
claimed at least 20,000 a weapon of war was a _the ground”
lives, mostly among ci- prominent part of the The discovery was
vilians; up to 12 million Janjaweed modus oper-  described by analysts as
people have been dis- andi, and it remains a “a smoking gun® that
placed from their homes; favourite form of torture called into question Abu
there is mass starvation for the RSF, alongside Dhabi’s denials about its
bordering on famine as arbitrary executions of alleged favouritismin the
the cultivation of food youngmales, especially Sudanese conflict.
crops has dwindled and in its vicious campaign The UAE president
the conflict interferes against non-Arab ethnic  stuck with his narrative
withaid delivery. roups. during his meeting with
On top of every- At the UN General Joe Biden last week, as
thing, there are appalling  Assembly last month, the US president hailed
indications of the 2003 Burhan, invited as his country as a “major
genocide in Darfur being - Sudan’s de facto head of ~ defence partner” — an
resumed by the same government despite the accolade hitherto re-
perpetrators:  the limits of his authority, served for India — and
Janjaweed militia, which appealed for interna- refused to call out the
evolved into the Rapid tional initiatives to stop ~controversial role of a
Support Forces (RSF) the flow of weapons to keyGulfallythat isa reli-
now competing for the RSF in order toend able customer for the US
power with the Sudanese  the war (and, although mllllary industrial com-
Armed Forces (SAF). e didn’tsay it out loud, plex.

a

£T has gone beyond

polemics. The internal
fracas has split the
country’s top judiciary.
While tensions had
been simmering for a
long time, the latest
presidential ordinance
amending the Supreme
Court Practice and Pro-
cedure Act has brought
the conflict in the judi-
ciary toa head.

‘With just weeks left
until his retirement, an
embattled chief justice
now faces a virtual re-
volt in the ranks, with
senior judges challeng-
ing the legality of the
controversial amend-
ment. The war within has
intensified, with the in-
stitution facing an un-
precedented onslaught
on its independence
from a military-backed
regime trying its level
best to clip the apex
court’s wings.

A divided house —
in which the chief
justice’s own role is be-
ing questioned by his
fellow judges — seems

to have made the

fightback by the bar and
the bench against the at-
tack on the judiciary
much harder. The dis-
pute over the formation
of a five-member bench
hearing the review peti-
tion on the ruling on the
defection clause has
heightened tensions,
with Justice Munib
Akhtar refusing to be
part of the bench.

Third on the senior-
ity list, Justice Akhtar,
who was the author of
the 2022 ruling, was ear-
lier removed from the
three-member Practice
and Procedure Commit-
tee reconstituted by the
chief justice, following

At war with

the promulgation of the
presidential ordinance,
Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah, the senior puisne
judge, has also refused
to be part of the commit-
tee, objecting to the ex-
clusion of Justice Akhtar.
He has questioned the
legality of the ordinance.

The open polemics
among the senior judges
have made a mockery of
the highest judicial fo-
um.

‘With the two senior-
most judges opting out,
the committee, which
was handpicked by the
chief justice, has become
questionable, as has the

ive-member bench re-
constituted under it. In
his letter to the chief jus-
tice, Justice Akhtar ex-
pressed his reservations
over the bench formed
by the reconstituted
committee, citing it as the
reason for his decision
not to be part of the
bench.

Many observers
believe that the outcome
of the review petition on
the defection clause is
very predictable, given
the” composition of the
bench. The overruling of
the 2022 judgment,
which not only unseated
the defector but also did
not allow their vote to be
counted, could help the
ruling coalition get the
votes of PTI legislators
who have been coerced
into changing party loy-
alties.

That could help the
ruling coalition muster
the two-thirds majority
in parliament required to

ass amendments that
would change the very
foundation of the Con-
stitution and curb demo-
craticrights.

The previous at-

tempt by the regime was
defeated because of in-
sufficient numbers. The
urgencyin fixingthe hear-
ing of the review petition
has also raised ques-
tions about possible mo-
tives.

Justice Akhtar has
also objected to the chief
justice heading the
bench against the deci-
sion of the previous
committee; it was pointed
out that the review
bench was to be headed
by Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah. The overturning
of the decision also
raises questions about
the chiefjustice’s impar-
tiality.

There have been ob-
servations that the judg-
ment on the review peti-
tion won’t take much time
and will be announced
well before Oct 26, the
day the chief justice is
supposed toretire. Some
federal ministers and
members of the ruling
coalition are already talk-
ing about attempting to
get the controversial
constitutional amend-
ment passed in the next
couple of weeks.

Apparently, the rul-
ing coalition is banking
on the removal of restric-
tions on the defectors to
muster the required num-
bers in parliament.

There may be a
strong argument for
overturning the ruling on
63-A. Yet the way the
bench has been struc-
tured reinforces con-
cerns that it was meant
to ensure a positive out-
com

Onc would not ex-
pect the chief justice to
replace Justice Shah with
himself just weeks before
he is supposed to doff
his robes. Such a contro-

itself

versial move would not
be good for his legacy,
which, many point out,
has already been tar-
nished by allegations of
playing a divisive role.
Instead of uniting the
judges and defending
the independence and
sanctity of the apex
court, recent decisions
by the chief justice are
being seen as widening
the divide. The existing
polarisation has im-
mensely damaged the
image of the top judi-
ciary. The open polem-
ics among the senior
judges have made a
mockery of the highest
judicial forum.

Itis true that histori-
cally our top judiciary
does not have an envi-
able record. It has en-
dorsed the actions of
military dictators. In the
recent past, we have
seen chiefjustices trying
to undermine the powers
of the executive and par-
liament through populist
actions, creating a seri-
ous imbalance of power
among the state institu-
tions.

With the courts be-
coming the main battle-
ground of political par-
ties, it has seemed inevi-
table that the judges
would be given a politi-
cal colour. The involve-
ment of the security es-
tablishment in judicial
matters has also dis-
torted the system of jus-
tice. It is apparent that

and authority of the in-
stitutions should not be
destroyed through con-
troversial laws. There is
aneed to establish a bal-
ance among all state in-
stitutions. But what the
current regime and the
establishment are trying
to do is to check the as-
sertion of independent
voices in the judiciary.
Those judges Who have
dared to speak out about
the establishment’s in-
terference are being tar-
geted.

The  proposed
amendments to the Con-
stitution are not ju:
about making the judi-
ciary subservient to the
executive and the secu-
rity establishment but
also about curtailing the
public’s fundamental
democratic and human
rights. The amendments
would virtually clear the
way for the establish-
ment of authoritarian
rule.

Not surprisingly,
the rupture in the ju
ciary is being encour-
aged by the military-
backed dispensation. Tt
is a dangerous game,
which will weaken not
only the judiciary but
also the democratic pro-
cess in the country.
Without a strong and
independent judiciary,
the country cannot expe-
rience a viable and ro-
bust democratic pro-
cess

The country needs

judicial

political

which is ing on
the domain of the execu-
tive and parliament, has
had the backing of a se-
curity establishment that
seeks to undermine
elected civilian dispen-
sations and parliament.
The independence

and a strong
what it does not need are
weakened constitutional
foundations.

More importantly, a
weak and divided judi-
ciary can defend neither
its independence nor the
rule of law.

Moments of dread

Rafia Zakaria:

. that the reappearance of - dergoing exceptional
QNE might say that ggeral “SETe™ whose  mayhom. Itis notonly the
nothing will happenand earlier presence had events that have domi-
that the world will con-  brought discord, does nated the Middle East
tinue just as it has so far. not augur well and that which portend terrible
However, after last week these stars feature outcomes. Undoubtedly,
and the endless volleyof  prominently in the astro- the ongoing war in the
attacks, bombings and logical chart of the Middle East, the barba-

assassinations we wit- United States. rous Israeli bombings of
nessed, it certainly feels Astrology must al- Gaza, and now Beirut and
like something is immi- ways be taken with a southern Lebanon, are
nent. grain of salt: after all, significant factors in the

True to their métier, there are soothsayers assessment of the dire
the world’s astrologers on both sides of the international situation.
portend events based on fence, and the way an But ona wider scale, too,
an annular solar eclipse  event — any event un- everything points to es-
set to take place today. der discussion — plays calations, one-
Solar eclipses — or o out will prove one side upmanship, covert ac-
theysay —represent the more ‘accurate’ than the ~ tions, and undisclosed
death of a “solar” figure: secret actors.
perhaps a monarch or a However, prophe- Prophecies are not
leader who dies, is de- ciesand auguriesarenot needed. It does not take
posed, or loses power in  needed. It does not take much looking around to
some other way. Adding much looking around to note that the world is un-
toall themalevolent pos- note that the world, al- dergoing exceptional
sibilities, astrologers say ~ ways tumultuous, is un- - mayhem.

g

Even if we choose
toignore the specifics of
these conflicts and care-
fully insulate ourselves
so that we are not ex-
posed to the news and
its macabre content, the
general malaise is con-
tagious. Anxiety is
heightened because in
witnessing the helpless-
ness of others one
dwells even more on
one’s own set of circum-
stances.

Repeatedly watch-
ing people suffer —
thanks to the age of so-
cial media— s a particu-
lar predicament of our
age. Experts have already
found that it increases
levels of latent anxiety in
people. So does con-
fronting problems that
one is not able to ad-

dress. And in our world,
we seem to be sur-
rounded by challenges
that do not appear to
have a solution.

Wars undoubtedly
belong to this latter cat-
egory. This weekend, as
Beirut was pummelled by
the Israeli Defence
Forces, it was dispiriting
to watch members of the
UN Security Council
(UNSC) talk past one
another while people
were being killed in real
time. As a recent report
issued by the charity
Oxfam notes, this multi-
lateral body, which was
created with the specific
intent of preventing ca-
tastrophe, has failed mis-
erably in its mandate.

The report, Vetoing
Humanity, says in its

summary: “A handful of
powerful nations who
represent only 25 per
cent of the world popu-
lation but hold its nuclear
button, have too often
manipulated the global
peace and security sys-
tem to meet their geopo-
litical and economic in-
terests. Between 2014
and 2024, one or more of
the five permanent
UNSC member states ...
vetoed 30 UNSC resolu-
tions on protracted cri-
ses, including resolu-
tions on the Occupied
Palestinian Territory ..
and Israel, Ukraine, Syria
and Yemen.”

The Middle East war
may dominate the head-
lines, but other major
conflicts may be waiting
in the wings. Overin the

South China Sea, a situ-
ation is escalating. For
several years, China has
been constructing and
lately fortifying islands
that are decreasing the
physical distance be-
tween itselfand the Phil-
ippines. In the past two
weeks, China and the
Philippines’ coastguard
have had skirmishes.
The fight is over an arca
of the South China Sea
called the Sabina Shoals,
which the Philippines
wishes to control be-
cause it is key toits trade
routes with the rest of
the world. Given that
China has also had testy
exchanges with Taiwan,
the area seems poised to
become a  major
flashpoint for a wider
conflict. Then there is

Europe. American news-
papers in the past two
weeks have been full of
ominous editorials warn-
ing that Ukrainian sol-
diers are about to bleed
out of the conflict be-
cause of the lack of sup-
port from the US. Others.
point out that the issue
is not only the Russia
and Ukraine theatre but
also Russia’s assistance
to Iran, which could
cross the nuclear finish
line, causing a huge shift
in the power balance in
the region.

It is a good time to
keep a diary ora journal.
Accounts of such docu-
ments kept by people
during World War II
show a variety of per-
spectives of the same
sets of events.
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45 dead

DJIBOUTI (INP): At

least 45 people died and

any" others were
missing after two mi-
grant boats sank off the
coast of Djibouti, the
UN's migration agency
said Tuesday.

The disaster in the
Red Sea off the east Af-
rican nation was the lat-
est to hit the perilous so-
called Eastern Route for
‘migrants from Africa.
The boats had de-
parted from Yemen car-
rying 310 people, the In-
ternational Organization
for Migration (IOM)
said. "So far 32 survi-

vors... have been res-
cued," IOM said on X,
addmg that it was help»
ing with the search and
rescue efforts.

after two migrant boats sink
off Djibouti

Djibouti's
coastguard said the trag-
edy struck some 150
metres off a beach near
the northwest Khor
Angar region.

It said a joint rescue
effort was under way,
which began in the "early
hours" of Monday, sup-
ported by the French
navy. It put the number
of survivors rescued at
115. "We remain commit-
ted to finding the mi
ing persons and ensur-
ing the safety of the sur-
vivors," the agency said
in a statement posted on
social media, with images
of white body bags.

It was the second
fatal maritime accident in
two weeks off Djibouti,
highlighting a sharp in”
crease in the number of
people returning from
Yemen to the Horn of Af-
rica nation.

In August, at least
13 people died when
their boat capsized off
the coast of Yemen's
Taez district.

The IOM calls the
Eastern Route "one of
the busiest, most com-
plex, and dangerous" mi
gration routes in the
world.

Many of the mi-
grants whoreach Yemen
are with a

seeking to escape con-
flict, natural disasters
and poor economic pros-
pects by sailing across
the Red Sea toward the
oil-rich Gulf.

Many try to reach
Saudi Arabia and other
Gulf Arab countries
where they can find em-
ployment as labourers or
domestic workers.

Migrants who reach
Yemen often encounter
danger, as the Arabian
Peninsula's poorest
country has been mired
in civil war for nearly a
decade. Twenty-four
people were killed in
April off Djibouti when

ISLAMABAD: Ahead of the Mid-October Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit, a high-
level review meeting on China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects was convened under thel
chairmanship of Minister for Planning, Development, and Special Initiatives, Ahsan Igbal.

Each year, tens of
thousands_of migrants
brave the Eastern Route
from the Horn of Africa,

a boat carrying at least
77 migrants including small proportion of So-
children capsized near malis, according to the
the town of Obock. UN agency.

TABAD: Foreign

ister of Malaysia, Mohamad Hasan, has arrived in Islamabad. He was received|

IS
by Additional Foreign Secretary (Asia Pacific) Imran Ahmed Siddiqui at the Islamabad Airport.

Iran says attack on Israel is over as fears

TEHRAN (INP): Iran
said early on Wednes-
day that its missile at-
tack on Israel was
over barring further
provocation, while Is-
rael and the US prom-
ised to retaliate
against Tehran as
fears of a wider war
intensified.
‘Washington said it
would work with long-
time ally Israel to
make sure Iran faced

"severe conse-
quences" for
Tuesday's  attack,

which Israel said in-
volved more than 180
ballistic missiles.

The United Na-
tions Security Council
scheduled a meeting
about the Middle East
for Wednesday, and
the European Union
called for an immedi-
ate ceasefire.

"Our action is
concluded unless the
Israeli regime decides
to invite further retali-
ation. In that scenario,
our response will be
stronger and more
powerful," Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas
Araqchi said in a post
on X early on
‘Wednesday. Israel re-
newed its bombard-
ment early on
Wednesday of
Beirut's southern sub-
urbs, a stronghold of
the Iran-backed
armed Hezbollah
group, with at least a
dozen  airstrikes
against what it said
were targets belong-
ing the group.

Large plumes of
smoke were seen ris-
ing from parts of the
suburbs. Israel issued
new evacuation or-
ders for the area,
which have largely
emptied after days of
heavy strikes.

Iran's attack
marked it biggest ever
military blow against
Isracl.

Sirens sounded
across the country and
explosions rattled
Jerusalem and the Jor-
dan River valleyas the
entire population was
told to move into
bomb shelters.

No injuries were
reported in Israel, but
one man was killed in
the occupied West
Bank, authorities

grow of wider conflict
there said. for the first time, and

Iran described the  90% ofits missiles suc-
campaign as defensive  cessfully hit their tar-

Tuesday's airstrikes by
Tran were about twice
the size of April's as-

and solely aimed at Is- gets in Israel, the sault.
racli military facilitics. Revolutionary Guards UN  Seccretary-
Iran's state news said. General  Antonio

Guterres condemned
what he called "esca:
lation after escalation",
saying: "This must
stop. We absolutely
need a ceasefire."
French President
Emmanuel Macron
said ina statement that
he strongly condemns
Iran's new attacks on
Israel, adding that in a
sign of its commitment
to Israel's security it
mobilised its military
resources in  the
Middle East on
Wednesday. Macron
reiterated France's de-
mand that Hezbollah
cease its terrorist ac-
tions against Isracl and
its population, but also
wished for Lebanon's

agency said three Is-
racli military bases had
been targeted.

Tehran said its as-
sault was a response to
Israeli killings of mili-
tant leaders and ag-
gression in Lebanon
against Hezbollah and
in Gaza.

Israel activated air
defences against Iran's
bombardment and
most missiles were in-
tercepted "by Israel
and a defensive coali-
tion led by the United
States," Israeli Rear
Admiral Daniel Hagari
said in a video on X,
adding: "Iran's attack
is a severe and dan-

e r o
escalation."Israeli

Israel's Hagari
said central and south-
ern Israel received lim-
ited strikes. A video re-
leased by the military
showed a school in the
central city of Gadera
heavily damaged by an
Iranian missile. U.S.
Navy warships fired
about a dozen inter-
ceptors against Ira-
nian missiles headed
toward Israel, the Pen-
tagon said. Britain said
its forces played a part
"in attempts to prevent
further escalation in
the Middle East", with-
out claborating.

President
Joe Biden expressed
full U.S. support for
Israel and described

Prime Minister Ben- Iran's attack as "inef- sovereignty and terri-
jamin  Netanyahu fective." Vice Presi- torial integrity to be
vowed to hit back. dent Kamala Harris, reinstated in strict com-

"Iran made a big the Democratic candi- pliance with a United

mistake tonight - and it
will pay for it," he said
at the outset of an
emergency political
security cabinet meet-
ing late on Tuesday,
according to a state-
ment. Iran's General
Staff of the Armed
Forces said in a state-
ment carried by state
media that any Israeli
response would be met

date for U.S. president,
backed Biden's stance
and said the U.S.
would not hesitate to
defend its interests
against Iran.

"We will act. Iran

Nations  Security
Council resolution.
EU foreign policy
chief Josep Borrell
also called for an im-
mediate  regional
ceasefire. "The dan-
will soon feel the con- gerous cycle of at-
sequences of their ac- tacks and retaliation
tions. The response risks splra]lmgoulot
will be painful," control," he posted on
Isracl's UN. Ambas- X. British Prime Min-
sador Danny Danon ister Keir Starmer

with "vast destruction" told reporters. spoke with the leaders
of Israeli infrastruc- The White House of Germany and
ture. It also said it similarlypromised "se- France, and they

would target regional
assets of any Israeli
ally that got involved.

Fears that Iran and
the U.S. could be
drawn into a regional
war have risen with
Isracl's growing as-
sault on Lebanon in the
past two weeks, in-
cluding the start of a
ground operation there
on Monday, and its

vere consequences”
for Iran and spokes-
man Jake Sullivan told
a Washington briefing
the U.S. would "work
with Israel to make
that the ca:

Sullivan did not
specify what those
consequences might
be, but he stopped
short of urging re-
straint by Israel as the

agreed on a need for
restraint from all sides,
Downing Street said.
Nearly 1,900
people have been killed
and more than 9,000
wounded in Lebanon
in almost a year of
cross-border fighting,
most in the past two
weeks, according to
Lebanese government
statistics on Tuesday.

45 dead after two migrant boats sink
off Djibouti

"'s seeking to escape con-
flict, natural disasters
and poor economic pros-
pects by sailing across
the Red Sea toward the
oil-rich Gulf.

Many try to reach
Saudi Arabia and other
Gulf Arab countries
where they can find em-
ployment as labourers or
domestic workers.

Migrants  who
reach Yemen often en-
counter danger, as the
Arabian Peninsula's
poorest country has
been mired in civil war
for nearly a decade.

Twenty-four people
were killed in April off
Djibouti when a boat
carrying at least 77 mi-
grants including chil-
dren capsized near the

DJIBOUTI (INP): At
least 45 people died and
"many" others were
missing after two mi-
grant boats sank off the
coast of Djibouti, the
UN's migration agency
said Tuesday.

The disaster in the
Red Sea off the east Af-
rican nation was the lat-
est to hit the perilous
so-called Eastern Route
for migrants from Africa.

The boats had de-
parted from Yemen car-
rying 310 people, the
International Organiza-
tion for Migration (IOM)
o far 32 survi-
have been res-

cued," IOM said on X,
addmg that it was help-
ing with the search and
rescue efforts.

town of Obock.

It was the second
fatal maritime accident in
two weeks off Djibouti,
highlighting a sharp in"
crease in the number of
people returning from
Yemen to the Horn of
Africa nation.

In August, at least
13 people died when
their boat capsized off
the coast of Yemen's
Taez district.

The IOM calls the
Eastern Route "one of
the busiest, most com-
plex, and dangerous"
migration routes in the
world. Many of the mi-
grants who reach Yemen
are Ethiopians, with a
small proportion of So-
malis, according to the
UN agency.

Pentagon chief tells Israel: US 'well-
postured’ against Iran

WASHINGTON tary campaign in Leba-
(INP): US Secretary non in recent days,
of Defense Lloyd Aus- launching operations
tin spoke to his Israeli that the Israeli military
counterpart late on says are targeting Leba-
Tuesday, hours after nese Iran-backed
Iran's missile attack on Hezbollah militants. Is-
Israel following rael is also waging a
Israel's military cam- war in Gaza, which fol-
paign in Lebanon, and lowed a deadly Oct 7
said Washington was attack on Israel by Pal-
"well-postured" to de- estinian Hamas mili-
fend its interests in the tants. Israeli's military
Middle East. assault on Hamas-gov-

Earlier in the da; erned Gaza has killed
tens of thousands of
people,  displaced
nearly everyone there,
caused a hunger crisis
in the enclave.

Djibouti
coastguard said the trag-
edy struck some 150
metres off a beach near
the northwest Khor
Angar region.

It said a joint rescue
effort was under way,
which began in the "early
hours" of Monday, sup-
ported by the French
navy. It put the number
of survivors rescued at
115. "We remain commit-
ted to finding the missing
persons and ensuring the
safety of the survivors,"
the agency said in a state-
ment posted on social
media, with images of
white body bags.

Each year, tens of
thousands of migrants
brave the Eastern Route
from the Horn of Africa,

face of threats from
Iran and Iran-backed
terrorist organiza-
tions," the Pentagon
said in a statement af-
ter Austin's call with
Israeli Defense Minis-
ter Yoav Gallant.

"The minister and
I expressed mutual ap-
preciation for the co-
ordinated defense of
Israel against nearly
200 ballistic missiles
launched by Iran and
committed to remain in
close contact," Austin
said separately in a post
on X. Context Israel
has escalated its mili-

dreds and displaced
over a million people.

Iran later said its
missile attack on Israel
was over, barring fur-
ther provocation. No
injuries were reported in
Istael and Washington
called Iran's attack inef-
fective. Israel and the
US have promised to
retaliate against Tehran
as fears of a wider war
intensify.

"The Secretary
(Austin) reaffirmed that
the United States re-
mains well postured to
defend US personnel,
allies, and partners in the

tary campaign in Leba-
non that has killed hun-

AD: Coordinator to Prime Minister on Climate ‘Change Romina Khurshid Alam chairs a
hlgh -level meeting on the Country Programme Framework 2024-28 with the Global Green Growth
Initiative held in the M/o Climate Change & Environmental Coordination.

Two-member o NOTICE INVITING TENDER _.JP_),.‘
gang Of Street ||\ e 48H Chset ual Magsi it g i Trder o tha Campeas
Cr E: 1 Fiem it ram;
busted, arms,
looted cash
recovered 5358
AWALPINDI MEHMOOE T0 248 TARKHAN! WG 110 DO MM EHS TRICT
(INP) The police busted JHAL MAGS PSOP N0, 1271 - 22024
a two-member gang of [ | § RERABLITATION CONSTALCTION )80

HAWATER ILE 51K DUSTRIGT JHAL M
i (0| TRE-2428 10862383
i be cormed oul in e Wi Ba
anended up i tals 2 BABK ELIGIETY. Th

strect criminals and recov-
ered weapons and looted
cash of Rs130,000 from
their possession.

According to details,
the Saddar Wah Police
launched  crackdown
against the anti-state ele-
ments.

year-old conflict in the
Gaza Strip.

Iran's forces on
Tuesday used hyper-
sonic Fattah missiles

U.S. did in April when
Iran carried out a
drone and missile at-
tack on Israel. The
Pentagon said

ID CARD LOST

My Afghan Citizen identity card was lost in the

IJ -2024 {12 D0PMY
Jabl-e-Noor area of Quetta on date 30th of August it
2024.

buared Oy CED

1f found, please contact me at (03198311884 ).
Following are the details of ID card:

Named Rahmat Ullah, Father Nadir Khan.
Identity AC No: 31345180416

Province: Kandahar

Di Maywand

Director { Exscutive Enginsar
Arll Cross "‘:\DJ 1o Albat Road Projec
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Perimetric Security System comes in action
at Gwadar Port, 675 cameras installed

ISLAMABAD (INP): In a
major development, the
Perimetric Security System
(PSS), with the installation of
675 high-tech security cam-
eras, has been put into full op-
eration in the jurisdiction of the
Gwadar Port area.

‘With this significant move,
the Perimetric Security System,
costing Rs 252.350 million, has
instilled a sense of heightened
security coverage for Gwadar
Port, allied infrastructures,
buildings of Gwadar Port Au-
thority (GPA), Gwadar Free
Zone South, and Gwadar Free
Zone North.

According to a Gwadar
Pro's report, the PSS is a built-
in multipurpose system that
detects threats, performs sur-
veillance, and analyzes attack
patterns, installed with the ob-
jective of ensuring a safe and

secure environment in Gwadar
Port and the adjoining Free
Zone.

Chairman GPA Passand
Khan said that after the instal-
lation of the modern security
system, the entry and exit of
goods and services have been
facilitated.

MPA Maulana Hidayat-ur-

tel industry, recreational sites,
and large shopping plazas,” he
added.

Meanwhile, the Govern-
ment of Balochistan is also
working on the Gwadar Safe
City Project.

Phase I of the project has
seen substantial progress with
the establishment of the

Rehman Baloch
this noble initiative and further
invited domestic and foreign
investors to invest in Gwadar,
applauding the efforts of the
port operator in ensuring the
security of Gwadar Port.
Jahangir Sabir, a local
travel agent in Gwadar, said
that the security system is the
need of the hour, keeping in
view Gwadar's economic out-
put. "The PSS i insurance
policy for upcoming develop-
ment, the tourism industry, ho-

Project Ma Unit
(PMU) and the submission of
technical and financial feasibil-
ity reports, in compliance with
the Gwadar Smart Port City
Master Plan 2025.

With an estimated cost of
Rs 3,325.6 million, the Gwadar
Safe City Project is being ex-
ecuted by the Ministry of|
Homes and Tribal Affairs in
collaboration with the Ministry
of Science and Technology
under the Government of
Balochistan.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh, Finance Mi

e
[Muhammad Aurangzeb, Commerce Minister Jam Kamal Khan, and Minister for Industries Rana
[ Tanveer standing for group photoafter MOU.

Students, young professionals need to capitalize
digital age opportunities: Asif Aziz

ISLAMABAD (INP): Presi-
dent of Enterprise Solutions at
Jazz, Asif Aziz has said that the
students and young profession-
als need to capitalize on the
vast opportunities presented by
the digital age.

Addressing the ‘Career
Launchpad’ event at NUST,
themed.

“From Classroom to Ca-
reer,” he encouraged the
country’s next generation m
embrace change,

graduates that they stand at the
forefront of the Fourth Indus-
trial Revolution, where tech-
nologies like artificial intelli-
gence (Al), automation, and
machine learning are revolu-
tionizing industries and open-
ing new avenues.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of agility, continuous
learning, and maintaining a pur-
pose-driven mindset, he said,
“At Jazz, we view Al not as
Artificial 11 but as

evolve, and carve their palhs
to success.

Asif Aziz emphasized that
transitioning from academia to
the professional world is more
than merely applying class-
room knowledge.

“This transition is your op-
portunity to shape not only
your careers but the future it-
self,” Aziz said, reminding

tool to amplify human poten-
ial.”

Asif Aziz encouraged the
audience to boldly embrace
these technologies, cautioning
that in a world driven by inno-
vation, standing still means fall-
ing behind.

Showcasing Jazz’s evolu-
tion from a telecom giant to a

cutting-edge digital ServiceCo,
he

IELJAMABAD Renowned Islamic School Dr. Zakir Nalk calls on Prime Minister|
Shehbaz Sharif.

President directs PCCA to appoint son
of deceased employee

ISLAMABAD (INP): President
Asif Ali Zardari has directed the
Pakistan Civil Aviation Author-
ity (PCAA) to ensure appoint-
ment of son of a deceased em-
ployee in accordance with the
law within a month.

Complainant ~ Faheem
Ahmed had lodged a complaint
against the PCAA for his non-
appointment against the “de-
ceased employees™

quota, said a President
House press release.

The complainant stated that
his father was an employee of
PCAA, who had died in the year
1999 during service due to can-
cer.

As he was a minor at the
time, he could not apply for ap-
pointment against the “deceased
employees™ quota. He said that
when he applied for a job, his
request was turned down with-
out any justification.

He approached PCAA for
the redressal of his grievance but
to no avail.

Feeling aggrieved, he ap-
proached the Wafaqi Mohtasib

for the resolution of his com-
plaint.

The Mohtasib decided that
the complainant had failed to
make out any case of maladmin-
istration against PCAA as the
Family Assistance Package was
not applicable at the time of his
application.

The complainant then filed
a representation with the presi-
dent against the orders of the
Mohtasib.

President Asif Zardari in his
decision observed that the
complainant’s father expired in
1999 during service and at that
time the petitioner was only six
years of age.

He noted that the petitioner
applied for appointment, after
coming of age, under the policy
0f2005, according to which the
son of a deceased employee was
to be considered for appoint-
ment in the same department
without undergoing the formal-
ity of advertisement.

He rejected the claim of
PCAA that it adopted the Fam-
ily Assistance Package Policy in

2005 and that the provisions of
the said package did not merit
consideration due to the factual
and legal position in the instant
case.

The president pointed out
that the contention of the Civil
Aviation Authority was not le-
gally correct in the circum-
stances of the present case as
the petitioner attained the age of
maturity after the introduction
of the policy as he was not eli-
gibleto be appointed prior to the
introduction of the policy.

He held that this was the
case of prospective application
of the policy and not retrospec-
tive application of the policy.

The president also placed
reliance on the judgment of the
Supreme Court of Pakistan in
Civil Appeal number 410/2020
dated 02-06-2021.

Therefore, President
Zardari accepted the represen-
tation of the complainant and
asked the Civil Aviation Author-
ity to process his application for
appointment in accordance with
the law within one month.

how organi-
zations, like individuals, must
evolve to remain relevant.

He praised the Career
Launchpad initiative as a cru-
cial platform that bridges the
gap between education and
real-world careers, equipping
Pakistan’s youth with essential
Skll]S for today’s job market.

luded his address

PIMS, other hospitals to be ‘handed over’
to Islamabad administration

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
federal government has de-
cided to hand over administra-
tive control of several hospitals
in Islamabad to the district ad-
sources said on

wnth acallto align carcers with
purpose. “At Jazz, our mission
is to improve lives, particularly
for Pakistan’s youth and
women.

I urge you to pursue a ca-
reer that not only challenges
you but also contributes to the
greater good of society,” he
said, inspiring students to build
networks, embrace challenges,
and lead with vision and com-
passion.

Pakistan ‘decides’ against taking loan from
commercial bank at 11% interest rate

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-

stan has ‘decided’ against tak-
ing loans from commercial
bank at higher interest rate,
sources said Wednesday.

As per sources, the fi-
nance ministry has decided not
to proceed with borrowing
froma commercial bank at an
11% interest rate. Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif report-
edly directed the finance min-
ister to avoid taking expensive
loans.

Although an agreement
had been made with commer-
cial banks for a loan at 11%
interest, the government has
now decided not to take the
funds. In case of a financing

gap, loans will be sought from
other sources at lower inter-
est rates, the sources aware
about the development said.

They further say Pakistan
may secure up to $700 mil-
lionin loans

from the International
Trade Finance Corporation
and the Islamic Development
Bank (IDB).

Additionally, $1 billion
more is expected from the
IMF during the current fiscal
year, with a further $2 billion
to follow next year.

The IMF is expected to
disburse another $2 billion to
Pakistan by fiscal year 2027,
with the final $1 billion install-

mentarriving in the 37th month
of the program.

The first economic re-
view under the Extended Fund
Facility will take place in
March.

This move by the govern-
ment may violate the commer-
cial bank loan agreement, po-
tentially complicating future
loan requests.

Pakistan has availed 25
IMF programmes since be-
coming a member of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) in 1950.

The most recent
programme is a 37-month Ex-
tended Fund Facility (EFF)
approved in September 2024.

‘Wednesday.

The sources further said
the hospitals include Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sciences
(PIMs), Federal General Hos-
pital,

National Rehabilitation
Center, and Poly Clinic.

Sources revealed that the
District Health Office, basic,
and rural health centers will
also be handed over to the dis-
trict administration.

The transfer of administra-

tive control is expected to take
place within a year.

A plan for the transfer of
administrative control is being
prepared by the Ministry of
Health and the Islamabad ad-
ministration.

This move is aimed at
ing the ser-

rations underway to initiate the
process of running PIMs un-
der a Public-Private Partner-
ship model, with planned that
the hospital be outsourced in a
‘phase-wise’ manner.

In the initial phase, it is re-
ported that the Department of

vices in the capital city, sources
added.

Earlier, sources revealed
that the Ministry of Health is
preparing to outsource the di-
agnostic lab of the country’s
largest government hospital,
Pakistan Institute of Medical
Sciences (PIMs).

Sources close to the devel-
opment disclosed that prepa-

and Laboratory Ser-
vices at PIMS will be
outsourced, meanwhile, in the
second phase, additional sec-
tors of PIMS are slated for
privatization, sources said.

Meanwhile, in the third
phase, sources suggested that
a decision regarding the utili-
zation of PIMS’ substantial
land assets, valued at trillions,
is anticipated.

Islamal

bad: Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan in a meeting|

with the Ambassador of Ethopla Jamal Bakar Abdullah.

PTI rally not allowed owing to terrorism
concern, SHC informed

KARACHI (INP): The Sindh
High Court (SHC) on Wednes-
day directed Karachi-East DC
to decide on the PTI’s request
for public meeting in Bagh-e-
Jinnah by October 7.

The PTI has filed a peti-
tion in the high court after the
party’s request for public
meefing was denied by the dis-
trict

fear terrorism threat during the
public meeting,” deputy com-
missioner said.

“The bench had asked in
previous hearing for intelli-
gence reports’ and minutes of
meeting,” Justice Sayeed sai

SSP East said that the
telligence agencies and district
administration in a meeting
idered various issues. Be-

“Why the PTI is not being
given permission for public
meeting and matter being kept
in pending,” Justice Yousuf Ali
Sayeed questioned.

“Public meeting not being
allowed after security c]ear-
ance not issued,” DC Ea:
trict said. “Who is not 1ssumg
security clearance,” Justice
Sayeed asked.

“The i

reports

cause of security concerns
public meeting could not be al-
lowed to go ahead,” SSP fur-
ther said.

Court said that the appli-
cant can be issued permission
for the event at an alternate
venue. “PTI intends to spread
anarchy thus it could not be
given permission for public
meeting,” government lawyer
told the court.

“Don’t talk in this manner,
otherwise a Pandora’s Box will
be opened,” Justice Yousuf
Sayeed told the lawyer. “Issue
permission for the rally, insti-
tutions can take action if some-
one takes law in hand,” the
bench said

“The PTI could not be al-
lowed to hold rally at any place
in Karachi,” deputy commis-
sioner said.

“Where are the minutes of
meeting which points out the
security threat,” Justice
Sayeed asked.

Barrister Ali Tahir in-
formed the court that the PTI
intends to organize its public
meeting in Karachi on Octo-
ber 13. The court summoned
the SSP East and DC East on
Oct. 7.




