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People gathered at the site of bus accident in Quetta

Deputy Commissioner
Sherani Survives
Deadly Attack
From Our Correspondent:

SHERANI: uty Commis-
sioner Sherani, Sana Mahjabeen,
escaped unharmed after her ve-
hicle came under gunfire attack in
the Sherani district of
Balochistan.

“Bullets targeted her vehicle,
but fortunately, she and her secu-
rity guards were safe,” Levies
sources confirmed.

=l

The incident occurred on
Thursday. Authorities have
launched an investigation.

No group has claimed re-
sponsibility. The motive behind
the attack remains unclear.

Mahjabeen has pledged to
continue serving the people de-
spite the attempt on her life.

President Zardari
awards Nishan-e-
Pakistan to Malaysian
PM Anwar Ibrahim

Tragic Bus Accident Leaves 7 Dead
Dozens Injured In Quetta

QUETTA: In a tragic incident
at the Western Bypass in
Quetta, a bus overturned and
fell into a ditch, resulting in
the death of 7 people and
leaving 53 others injured.

The accident occurred on
Thursday, with rescue teams
from MERC 1122 Saryab
and the Airport teams re-
sponding swiftly.

A total of 8 injured and 2 de-
ceased were rushed to BMC
Hospital and the Civil Hospi-
tal Trauma Center.

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

Eyewitnesses attributed the
crash to the poor condition of

the road and reckless driving,
factors that contributed to
the bus losing control. Heart-
wrenching scenes unfolded at
the site of the tragedy, as lo-
cals and rescue teams
worked tirelessly to assist the
victims.

Balochistan Health Minister
Bakht Muhammad Kakar
visited the trauma center to
assess the care being pro-
vided to the injured, and an

emergency was declared at
the facility to ensure immedi-
ate medical attention.

The Balochistan government
expressed grief and sorrow
over the incident and ex-
tended dol to the

BISP and WFP Partner to Fight
Malnutrition in Pakistan

News

The Benazir Income Support
Program (BISP) and the
World Food Program (WFP)
have ]omz,d fun. to combat

ue of malnu-
trition in Pakistan. The two
organizations have renewed
their partnership to expand
the Benazir Development
Program, which aims to pro—
vide additional cash as:
tance to pregnant and lactal—
ing women and their children.

‘With nearly 40% of children in

Pakistan suffering from mal-

nutrition, this initiative is cru-

cial for ensuring a healthy

Desk:

start in life for the country’s
youth. Senator Rubina
Khalid, Chairperson of BISP,
emphasized the importance
of this collaboration in ad-
dressing the nutritional needs
of vulnerable populations.

Under the second phase of the
Benazir Development Pro-
gram, 157 districts will be
covered by 562 facility cen-
tres. WFP will continue to
implement the program with
a focus on quality and adher-
ence to approved standards.
The partnership is set to ex-
tend until June 2026.

Rotary Club Quetta

Plants 300 Trees in Bohra
Community Graveyard

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In a significant step
towards lhc)r “Quetta Go Green
Initiative,” the Rotary Club
Quetta, in collaboration with the
Forest and Wildlife Department
and the Bohra Community,
planted 300 trees on October 3,
2024, at the Bohra Community
Graveyard in Shahbaz Town.

I :

families of those who lost
their lives. Authorities have
launched an investigation,
with increasing demands for
road safety improvements
and stricter enforcement of
traffic regulations to prevent
future accidents.

Govt lacks two-thirds majority for constitutional
amendments: Bilawal

NEWS DESK: Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has stated that
the judiciary must remain com-
pletelyapolitical, noting that the
government lacks the two-thirds
majority required for constitu-
tional and is at-

ISLAMABAD: President
Asif Ali Zardari on Thursday
conferred the Nishan-e-Pakistan,
the country’s highest civilian
award, on Malaysian Prime
Minister Dato’ Seri Anwar
Ibrahim. The award was given in
recognition of his unwavering
support for Islamic causes and
his strong friendship with
Pakistan.

The special investiture
ceremony, held at Aiwan-e-Sadr,
was attended by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, federal mini
ters, military chiefs, diplomats,
and senior government officials.

During the event, it was
noted that Anwar Ibrahim, an
admirer of Allama Igbal, has
found i msplralmn in the ph)]%u»
pher-poet's works. Anwar’s
career has been distinguished
by his advocacy for humanitar-
ian causes and Islamic values,
with a focus on social justice
and addressing issues facing
the Muslim world. The Malay-
sian prime minister has been a
strong supporter of self-
determination movements,
speaking out against global
oppression. He continues to
fight against Islamophobia and
promotes interfaith harmony by
encouraging understanding and
respect among different cultures
and religions.

President Zardari later
hosted a state dinner in honour
of Prime Minister Anwar and his
delegation.

tempting to bring Maulana
Fazlur Rehman on board regard-
ing this issue.

Inan interview with a private tele-
vision channel on Wednesday,

Bilawal expressed that it would *=

have been more beneficial if the
government had consulted the
PPP regarding judicial reforms
before making announcements.

He criticised the government for
not approaching the party first
and highlighted that the law
minister had announced reforms
in the Supreme Court without
prior discussions.

Bilawal pointed out that direct in-
tervention had been made in the
judicial reform process, reiterat-
ing that the PPP has long op-
posed military courts, as stated
in their manifesto.

He remarked that while the
founders of the Pakistan
Tehreck-c-Insaf (PTI) may
choose not to engage with poli-
ticians, the public will hold them
accountable during elections.

He further noted that both the PPP
and the government agreed on
the necessity of judicial reforms,
but he suggested that the
amendments could have been
presented in a better manner. “If
the government has different
proposals for judicial reforms, it
should be discussed openly,”
he added.

Continuing his critique, Bilawal
stated that political stability can

only be established by political
forces. He accused the PTI
founders of rejecting the Char-
ter of Democracy, viewing it as
acompromise, and claimed they
lack interest in improving de-
mocracy and governance.

He asserted that Pakmnn has be-
comea 'y, free

"
and is ready to engage in dis-
cussions regarding electoral re-

toplant 10,000
trees in Quetta between July
2024 and June 2025.

The event was graced by Mr.
Dostain Khan Jalamdini, Seci
tary of the Forest and Wildlife
Department, as the Chief Guest.
Professor Ahsan Achakzai, the
President of the Rotary Club
played a key role in organising
the event.

Members of Rntnrv Club plantlng trees in Quetta: Photo Ismai

Other notable attendees included
representatives from various or-
ganizations and communities.

Forty children from the Institute
of Special Children (ISC) partici-
pated in the plantation drive,
learning about the importance
of trees and their role in envi-
ronmental conservation.

The Forest and Wildlife Depart-
ment provided technical support
and supplies for the project.

Rotary Club Quetta encourages

the people of Quetta to join their

efforts in making the city greener
by planting and caring for trees.

They are open to collaborating

with institutions and residential

areas that are willing to partici-

Attal

No cooperation with govt on
Constitutional Package at

any cost: Fazlur Rehman

NEWS DESK: Jamiat Ulema-i-Is-
lam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman on Thursday said
that he will not cooperate with
lhc federal government on the

existing
objecuom to the electoral pro-
cess.
He concluded by stressing that
the PTTs provincial government
has a responsibility to address

from past issues, and lugh-
lighted that the PTI leadership
had previously stated they
would accept

. While he wel-
comed constructive criticism
from the PTI in Parliament, he
reminded that the parliamentary

Package at any
cm( stating that such an amend-
ment could not be rushed through
pdr] iament and requires consen-

Thc Suprcmc Court earlier today
unanimously accepted a review
petition against its 2022 verdict
related to the defection clause
under Article 63-A of the Consti-
tution.

imprisonment if necessary.

Bilawal condemned the PTT's por-
trayal of the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) as a posi-
tive institution, accusing the PTI
leadership of seeking support
from the establishment to regain
power.

He further criticised the PTI's ap-
proach to politics, asserting that
it is undemocratic and that po-
litical dialogue should be con-
ducted within the framework of
democratic norms.

He reiterated that the PPP is not a
hindrance to political stability

was not
solely for one agenda, and there
was an opportunity to engage
with PTIand other parties.

Bilawal also accused the PTI
founders of making baseless al-
legations against the Army Chief
and Chief Justice of Pakistan, as-
serting that their economic poli-
cies have had a detrimental im-

act.

He accused Imran Khan of under-
mining every IMF agreement
and stated that the PTI left
Pakistan's economy in a precari-
ous state, leading to a crisis and
rising inflation.

The verdict, by Chief
Justice of Pakistan ((,JP) Qazi
Faez Isa, could potentially pro-
vide major relief to the govern-
ment in its attempts to garner the
required support to make a set
of amendments to the Constitu-
tion, multiple of which pertain to
the judiciary.

Fazl previously hinted at support-
ing the proposed formation of a
constitutional court and did not
reject the government’s propos-
als to fix the tenure of the CJP at
three years or to increase the age
of a judge of the apex court. He
added lﬁai the Package should
not be “person-specific”

One of Fazl’s main points on the
issue was the need for consen-
sus among political parties.

“We want constitutional amend-
ments to be made with consen-
sus, ensuring they do not trig-
ger political unrest in the coun-
fry,” he said.

“I would like the government to
postpone this amendment,” the
JULF chief said at a press con-
ference today. “Political differ-
ences need to be resolved and
the opposition should cease
protesting”

Fazl also questioned the “ur-
gency” with which the govern-
ment was lrymg to rush the
amen

“I don’t undcrsland the haste;
there is no emergency,” he said.
“In its current state with its de-
tails and rules, it is incapable of
being passed and supported.”

Turning to history, the JUL-F chief
recalled that constitutional
amendments have taken time to
implement and cannot be

rushed.

“Even the 18th Amendment took
nine months to pass,” he added.
“They are asking to pass a Con-
stitutional Amendment within a
single day. This is not possible.”

Pakistan’s Tax Reforms: A Daunting
Task Under IMF Conditions

Continued to page 2

Misplaced Priorities In
Balochistan

Continued to page 2

SC strikes down 2022 ruling on
defection clause under Article 63-A

Continued to page 4
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Misplaced Priorities In
Balochistan

Editorial:

QUETTA: The ongoing hunger strike by professors and lecturers from the University
of Balochistan and BUITEMS outside the Quetta Press Club is a sobering reflection of
the government’s misplaced prioritics. As these dedicated educators protest unpaid
salaries and rampant corruption within their institutions, the Balochistan government
has inexplicably allocated Rs. 5 billion for the construction of a new provincial assem-
bly. This stark contrast raises fundamental questions about the government’s commit-

cation is the , and the deteriorating conditions in
Balochiston’s universitics igaal & growing cri. Faculty members, lod by csicemed
professors such as Kaleemullah Bareech, Fareed Achakzai, and Hasrat Hussain Shah,
are fighting not just for their livelihoods but for the future of education in the province.
Months without salaries have left these educators struggling to support their families.
while institutional corruption further cripples the academic cnvironment. Yet, the
government’s response has been indifferent at best, neglecting the very people respon-
sible for shaping the next generation of leaders.
ofessor Barceh’s poignant statement, “We have not received our salaries for
months. How are we supposed to sustain our families and continue our work under
such conditions?” echoes the frustrations of many across the province. Meanwhile,
Professor Achakzai’s allegations of corruption within the universities, where funds
intended for academic development are being siphoned off, only add to the sense of
injustice. These are not minor grievances; they are symptomatic of a failing system that
urgently needs reform.

Yet, instead of addressing these pressing concerns, the government has chosen to
funne an astonishing Rs.  billion ntoconsructing  new assembly building. Wil the
need for it pales in to the
immediate and critial necd of the oducation sector, What message docs it send o the
people of Balochistan when their educators must resort to hunger strikes to receive
what is rightfully theirs, while such vast sums are spent on a building that, in all
likelihood, will benefit only a few?

rofessor Hasrat's concerns about the impact on students should be a wake-up
call for the authorities. The students of Balochistan are the ones who will ultimately
pay the price for the government’s neglect. With teachers protesting on the streets and
administrative failures plaguing the universities, how can we expect students to receive
a quality education? The long-term damage to Balochistan’s higher cducation system
will be profound if these issues are not addressed swiftly.

‘The government must rethink its prioritics. Rather than pouring billions into
grand construction projects, it should focus on resolving the immedate crises facing the
education sector.

‘This means paying the salaries owed to the professors and lecturers, launching
investigations into the corruption allegations, and en;unng that funds meant for aca-
demic development are used for their intended purpos

T¢ the govermment continucs down (his paih, 1 fsks not only alienating the ace-
demic community but also undermining the future of the province itself. The education
of Balochistan’s youth should never be compromised for the sake of political monu-
ments. It is time for the government to act decisively, meet the demands of the protest-
ing faculty members, and invest in the future of education in Balochistan. Anything
is a betrayal of the province’s students and educators.

Modern facsimiles

By FE.S. Aijazuddin:

was capable of love,” tweaked his communist
A_4USTAFA Kemal ginross explains, “he hosts: “I don’t see
“Atatiirk was bornin Tur- loved his country.” In among us any of the men
key, in 1881. Since then, time, Atatiirk would who prepared this feast.”
facsimiles have been have a loyal mistress Within minutes, the cook
i Fikriye whom he later and other servants were
discarded for a wife, cdl]cd to the “classless
Latife. Fikriye later com-  table”
mitted suicide. Danngly for his time,
Egypt, Field Marshal Kinross analyses Atatiirk advocated gen-
Ayub Khan et alia in Pa- traits found in many of ~der equality. In a national
kistan. Each wore the our own Atatiirk fac- meeting of teachers, he

uniform of a patriot, tai- similes. taunted the organisers:
lored for him, as he be- When Latife be- “Whydid youmake them
lieved, bydcstmy, came too demanding sit apart from the men?

Patrick Kinross’ de- and possessive, he di- Don’t you trust your-
finitive  biography vorced her. Childless, selves, or have you no
Atatiirk: The Rebirth of Atatiirk adopted eight faithin Ihe virtue of these
aNation(1964)isamust- children.  Turkey ladies?”
read for anyone (injail or  though remained the en- Regarding religion,
outofit), with time on his  during love of his life. Kinross tells us that
hands and thwarted pa- That, and the people of = Atatiirk was not for the
triotism smouldering in  Turkey. eradication of Islam.
his heart. Two incidents in What he sought was “to
Atatiirk’s political Kinross’s biography disengage it from the
ideas assumed a “coher- present little known fac- ~ condition of being a po-
ent shape’ early in his ets of Atatiirk’s innate litical instrument, which it
life, while he was stilla  egalitarianism. One day ~ had been for centuries of
lieutenant at the military  in Sofia, Atatiirk notices habit”
training school at a peasant being denied Kinross describes
Montasir. “He began to service in a tea house. Atatiirk’s tortuous ef-
devour history ashe had  He Lludm the waiter: forts to reform the Turk-
previously devoured “As long as the ish alphabet. Atatiirk
mathematics and poetry. peasant is not master of ~spent huun poring over

Pakistan’s Tax Reforms: A Daunting Task Under
IMF Conditions

Subhan Dotal

£ak|s(an has been
grappling  with a
myriad of economic
challenges, exacer-
bated by fiscal mis-
management, debt bur-
dens, and external fac-
tors. To address these
underlying financial
imbalances, the coun-
try has repeatedly
sought assistance from
the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF).
While IMF agreements
provide short-term re-
lief, they often come
with stringent condi-
tions, particularly em-
phasizing structural re-
forms in taxation.
These reforms, driven
by the need to increase
revenue and reduce fis-
cal deficits, present
both opportunities and

challenging.

One of the most
significant challenges
facing Pakistan’s tax
reforms is the narrow
tax base. A large por-
tion of the economy,
especially agriculture,
remains exempt from
taxation. Moreover, a
small percentage of the
population pays income
tax, as many individu-
als do not file returns
and tax agencies have
limited coverage. The
informal economy,
which constitutes a
substantial portion of
Pakistan’s economic
activity, is difficult to
integrate into the formal
tax net due to weak
record-keeping and low
compliance risks.

Tax evasion is an-
other major obstacle to
eform. ive law

The IMF has
played a pivotal role in
shaping Pakistan’s fis-
cal policies for de-
cades. However, re-
cent IMF agreements,
such as the Extended
Fund Facility (EFF),
have placed a renewed
emphasis on tax re-
forms. The country’s
low tax-to-GDP ratio
compared to global
standards hinders its
ability to mobilize suf-
ficient revenue for es-
sential services, devel-
opment, and public ex-
penditures. The IMF
has advocated for ex-
panding the tax base,
combating tax avoid-
ance, and reducing tax
incentives that contrib-
ute to revenue short-
falls. However, imple-
menting these mea-
sures can be politically

T
enforcement, inad-
equate  disclosure
mechanisms, and cor-
ruption within tax of-
fices enable high-in-
come earners and large
corporations to avoid
paying their fair share
of taxes. This creates
an unfair system that
undermines confidence
and fuels opposition to
reforms. While mea-
sures like intensive au-
dits and electronic re-
mittance systems have
shown some progress
in improving tax com-
pliance, they have not
been sufficient to deter
persistent evaders.
Pakistan’s reliance
on indirect taxes, such
as sales taxes and cus-
toms duties, is another
challenge. While these
taxes are relatively easy
to collect and generate

significant revenue,
they disproportionately
affect lower-income
households, leading to
inflation and exacerbat-
ing economic inequal-
ity. The IMF has ad-
vised Pakistan to shift
towards direct taxes,
including income tax
and corporate tax, but
this requires fundamen-
tal changes in tax ad-
ministration, enhanced
compliance, and
greater efforts from the
upper echelons of so-
ciety. IMF-backed tax
reforms can have nega-
tive economic shocks in
the short term. Mea-
sures like reducing sub-
sidies, devaluing cur-
rencies, and increasing
taxation can lead to
higher prices, inflation,
and reduced invest-
ment. While these mea-
sures may be necessary
for long-term economic
stability, they can im-
pose social costs and
create challenges for
businesses and con-
sumers. The business
community in Pakistan
has been critical of cer-
tain  tax measures
implemented under
IMF programs. The
“super tax” on large
companies has been
particularly controver-
sial, affecting profitabil-
ity and discouraging in-
vestment. Businesses
argue that such taxes
introduce uncertainty
and make it difficult to
plan for the future. Ad-
ditionally, the emphasis
on revenue generation
from taxes can hinder
investment and eco-
nomic development.
Small and medium-

sized enterprises
(SMBs) face unique
challenges in comply-
ing with complex tax
measures. The costs of
compliance can out-
weigh the potential ben-
efits of formalization.
While the government
has introduced simpli-
fied regimes and tax
pardons, these mea-
sures do not address
the underlying struc-
tural obstacles. Many
SMBs, especially those
operating in the infor-
mal sector, view tax
reforms as an imposi-
tion rather than a posi-
tive development.

The middle class
and salaried workers
are also significantly
impacted by tax re-
forms. While the IMF
emphasizes the impor-
tance of direct taxes,
those within the tax
base often bear the
brunt of new mea-
sures. Civil servants
and individuals with
pay-as-you-earn ar-
rangements have fewer
opportunities for tax
evasion and may expe-
rience significant cuts
to their discretionary
income, particularly in
the face of rising infla-
tio

n.

Despite the chal-
lenges, successful tax
reforms can yield long-
term benefits. In-
creased reliance on
personal income taxes
and improved tax ad-
ministration can
strengthen the fiscal
foundation, reduce de-
pendence on borrow-
ing, and enable the gov-
ernment to invest in
critical sectors. This

can ultimately lead to
enhanced public ser-
vices, more stable eco-
nomic growth, and
greater inclusivity.
However, realizing
these benefits requires
careful management of
short-term costs and
ensuring that reforms
are lmplememed fairly.

Key factors for
successful tax reforms
include:

Improved tax ad-
ministration: Strength-
ening enforcement
mechanisms, combat-
ing corruption, and uti-
lizing digital technolo-
gies to increase trans-
parency and efficiency.

Stakeholder in-
volvement: Building
consensus and support
from various stake-
holders, including busi-
nesses, trade unions,
and civil society.

Tax system simpli-
fication: Reducing the
complexity of tax laws
and procedures to
make  compliance
easier for taxpayers.

Implementing tax
reforms in Pakistan is
acomplexand challeng-
ing task, but it is essen-
tial for achieving fiscal
balance and reducing
dependence on foreign
funding. By addressing
the economic, political,
and social ramifica-
tions, the government
can create a more sus-
tainable and equitable
tax system that benefits
the country in the long
run. The writer is a Le-
gal Intern at FBR and a
Legal Intern at J & Q
Law Firm. He can be
contacted at Email:

By Khurram Husain:

£HE news is not all

bad, though the outlook
remains gloomy and will
takeat least a year torec-
tify. The stabilisation
phase of economic man-
agement is drawing to a
close.

The government is
making the right moves
with plans for a debt
buyback to retire a large
amount of maturing
Treasury bills, although
one hopes this won’t
simply be swapped with
one debt instrument or
another. The sheer size
of the domestic debt,
standing at slightly be-
low 50 per cent of the
total GDP (at current
market pncee) cenzunly

Mixed

Price Index, is alsoa wel-
come development. This
was supposed to hap-
pen by the same time
next year as per projec-
tions, but tightly con-
trolled money supply
has managed to nip the
problem in the bud. As
an aside, this should put
to_rest the questions
raised during the period
the State Bank ran
record-high interest
rates to combat the
record-high inflation.

Numerous people
have asked whether high
interest rates have ever
helped bring inflation
down in Pakistan.

The answer is that
high interest rates are
pretty much the only tool

developments

approval.

The final report has
still not been released, so
we will have to wait a few
more days for the finer
details. Broadly speak-
ing, though, almost all
projections show im-
provin;

May, general govern-
ment and government-
guaranteed debt was
projected to come in at
76pcand 73.6pc of GDP
for both fiscal years. To-
day, it is projected at
73pc and 75.1pe, show-

respectively. Projections
of gross reserves are
more or less unchanged
in both scenarios, hint-
ing possibly at higher
debt-service payments
on the external side in
the next fiscal year, but
nce again, we will have

2

when compared with the
same projections from
the staff report of May
2024, which came at the
conclusion of the last
Stand-by Arrangement.

Here are some ex-
amples of what was pro-
jected for fiscal years
2024 and 2025 in May.
Revenue grants were
seen coming in at 12.5pc
and 12.4pc of GDP,
whereas they are now
projected at 12.6pc and
15.4 ively. The

that has ever

He read all he could the country, there canbe old and n
about the career of Na- no real progress in the in search of ‘pure Turk-

poleon who became country.” ish words™. His aim was
(with qualifications) one From this was born ~ to purify the language of
of his heroes.” his slogan: ‘The peas- Arabic and Persian infu-
Like Napoleon, ant is master of this sions. Eventually, he
Atatiirk suffered from country.” compromised b
the highest form of nar- Inanother, ata din- ‘naturalising’ words that
cissi ner given by the Sovi- had no Turkish equiva-

m.
“Inso faras Atatiirk  ets in their embassy, he lent.

makes :ph:
the mom, and |t seems
the government might
finally be turning its at
tention to bringing this
under control.

Inflation dropping
to below 7pc, based on
the year-on-year in-
crease in the Consumer

in putting out inflation-
ary bushfires, whether in
the late 20005 or the early
2020s.

But compare some
macroeconomic indica-
tors shared in the latest
IMF statement following
the Executive Board’s

prim}:ACry balance on the
fiscal account was
jected to show a surplus
0f0.4pc of GDP for both
fiscal years back in May.
Today, it is pro-
jected at 0.9pc and 2pc
of GDP instead, a marked
improvement. Back in

ing some
in the current fiscal year,
but something is driving
it back up again next
year.

To find out why it is
projected to rise in the
next fiscal year, we will
have to wait for the staff’
report.

The economy has
not seen a period of sta-
bility like this since at
least 2019.

The story contin-
ues, though. On the ex-
ternal side, projections
drawn up in May on the
current account showed
a deficit of 0.8pc and
1.2pc in the two respec-
tive fiscal years.

In the latest projec-
tions for the same fiscal
year, these have come
down to 0.2pcand 0.9pc

to wait for the final staff
report to be released be-
fore being able to say
anything definitively.

he story goes on
and on. The economy
has not seen a period of
stability like this since at
least 2019.

Calmis returning to
the markets, to the out-
look, to the macro indi-
cators, the fiscal equa-
tion, and the monetary
aggregates after a period
of intense volatility that
ran at least from 2021 to
2023. This much is unde-
niable, and it needs to be
said.

However, another
thing also needs to be
said. Thisis a fragile calm
reached after a hard-
fought struggle.

Constitutional amendments

By Parvez Hassan:

L . bers of the NA or the - Senate have flowe rom
ZT is not a cliché but the clections in Pakistan
constitutions are, in fact, Had it succeeded in  in 2024. That they were
the glue that normally the numbers game that manipulated and rigged
hold a country and its Sunday, the Constitu- particularly against
peoples bounded to tion, adopted in 1973, the PTI— is not credibly
oneness. As such a life- with the informed con- contested. The post-elec-
giving source to state- sent ofall the provinces  tion decisions and role of
hood, constitutions are through a protracted the establishment have
and should be venerated  process of deliberations ~ substantiated the flawed
s a solemn social con- and debate, would have  process through which a
tract overarching the ex-  been transformed, some minority has been im-
istence of the state, its would say mutilated or posed to rule a majority.
institutions and the disfigured, by the fa Trrespective of the
people. reaching changes of its claims of the coalition
However, not being ~ basic structure, by the ~government, it is undeni-
divine or holy scriptures, - constitutional package. —able that there are serious
constitutions ordinarily = All without notice, with- ~ questions about the le-
provide amechanism for out disclosure of the gitimacy of the govern-
to incorpo- package ment and, absent the

rate new and unantici- and all without the in- moral force of acceptabil-
pated events or to cor- formed participation of ity in the public, the coa-
rect course based on ex- the people of Pakistan lition government lolal]y

assemblies and the ear-
lier bold stance of the six
judges of the Islamabad

lished the Islamic char-
acter of our state, the
separation of powers, the
lncholumy of powers,

High Court alleging in-
ter b,
the security establish-
ment. It has been widely
alleged that the real ob-
jective of the constitu-
tional package was to
neutralise or safeguard
against an upcoming
‘hostile” leadership of
the Supreme Court.

, the percep-
tion of a person-specific
constitutional package
gained so much traction
that it handicapped the
ability in the numbers
gume before the govern-

s may be a good

perience and usage. and their representa- lacks the

Pakistan recently tives in the NA and the engage in the proces of
witnessed an attempt by = Senate. Could therebea amending the Constitu-
the coalition govern- greater or more gro- tion.
ment to pass a constitu- tesque tragedy for the The second guide-
tional package which it people of Pakistan and line is bona fides. Here, it
wanted to introduce for for the country? is well known that the
approval in the National This may be a good trigger for the whole ef-
Assembly and the Sen- opportunity toreflecton ~ fort for the constitutional
ate on one fateful Sun-  some guidelines for con- package was the de
day without any prior stitutional amendments. ~of the Supreme Court on
notice of the proposed The first is legitimacy. the reserved seats in the
amendments tothemem-  The present NA and the national and provincial

s

toreflect on
some guidelines for con-
:muuonnlamend ment

e third gu)dclmc
is lhal the proposed
amendments do not
erode the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution.
The 1973 Constitution
and the earlier constitu-
tional dispensations in
the 77-year history of
Pakistan have estab-

of the
Judlcldry. rule of law and
‘the justiciability of fun-
damental human rights
as included in the du-
rable framework for our
national existence.
These cannot be
amended, directly or in-
directly.

The need-assess-
ment is the next, fourth,
guideline for seeking
constitutional amend-
ments. A mature ap-
proach in the field is
minimalism and
proportionalism, that is
achieve objectives, first
through alternative ef-
fective mechanisms, if
possible, and with the
least violence to the ex-
ing text of the Consti-
tution if such an inter-
vention is unavoidable.
It is also recommended
to have measured re-
sponses avoiding over-
kill.

An example could
be first try strengthening

the use of constitutional
benches in the Supreme

o
5

must be supported by a
robust process an-

of the amendments and
providing adequate time
or their ion

y
the Constitution instead
of the surgical solution
of the establishment of
the constitutional court
which will vitiate the ba-
sic structure of the Con-
stitution.

Fifth, each pro-
posed  amendment
should be supported by
fact-based data. Thus, it
will be useful to segre-
gate the number of pend-
ing cases in the civil
courts, the high courts
and the Supreme Court
and to determine the dif-
ferent delay factors in
each category.

is analysis might

reveal that remedial mea-
sures at each level may
improve the efficiency of
the Supreme Court, all
without the need of
amendments in the Con-
stitution for this pur-
pose.
The sixth guideline:
whatever the resultant
reform agenda based on
istic approach in-
cluding the above factors

chored in
full and time-bound dis-
closure, adequate notice,
and facilitating right to
information and inclu-
sive participation of the
provines, bar associa-
tions, CSOs and profes-
sional bodies. It would
be helpful to evolve a
mechanism for the re-
view of comments and
suggestions in this open
national conversation.
The seventh stage,
built on the edifice of the
preceding six factors,
would be open and free
debates in the NA and
Senate in full view of our
national news, print and
electronic media, to the
requirement of a two-
thirds majority in both
Houses. The Constitu-
tion requires the ap-
proval of two-thirds
membership of each of
the NA and the Senate
r passing the package
and it would be a trav-
esty of justice if such
approvals are sought
without a full disclosure

g

and discussion. Interna-
tional practices have
moved from ‘consent” to
*prior informed consent”
as a condition to each
approval.

It is shameful to
highlight the eighth con-
dition of the constitu-
tional amendments: the
voting and its counting
must be in accordance
with law and the deci-
sions of the superior
courts, totally free from
the coercive apparatus
of the establishment that
has become, increas-
ingly, a regular feature of
our political governance.

A verdict for the
adoption of the amend-
ments will be legally and,
morally, acceptable only
ifit is law-compliant, free
and fair and abides by
the common-sensical
guidelines suggested in
this piece. Sucha course
would avoid the arbi-
trariness, ugliness and
disgrace of the recent
Sunday night fiasco.
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Singapore ex-minister sentenced to 12
months in prison in rare graft trial

SINGAPORE (INP): A
Singaporean former min-
ister was sentenced
Thursday to 12 months
in prison for obstruction
of justice and accepting
illegal gifts, local media
reported, in the city-
state’s first political graft
trial for nearly half a
century.

Ex-transport minis-
ter S. Iswaran, known for
helping bring Formula
One to the financial hub,
was earlier this year hit
with 35 charges mostly
related to graft in a na-
tion often cited as one
of the world's least cor-
rupt. But prosecutors
moved forward with five
lesser charges only, in-
cluding some related to
abillionaire property ty-
coon.

After Iswaran was
convicted last week of

QU-ETTA: Central Executive Committee Member of Traders K;shif Haidri address-|
ling a press conference .

obstruction of justice
and accepting illegal
gifts, prosecutors had
sought a six-to-seven-
month sentence, The
Straits Times reported.
The defence team
for the former minister
had argued for a maxi-

In a resignation let-
ter at the time, he said he
would clear his name in

ourt.

Iswaran has paid
back around $295,000 in
financial gain to the gov-
ernment and gifts includ-
ing a Brompton bicycle

construction company,
including bottles of whis-
keyand golf clubs.

Neither business-
man has faced punish-
men

Mu;l of the charges
against Iswaran have
been levelled with a

were also seized from
him, the attorney
general's office said

The charges in-
clude obstruction of jus-
tice relating toan attempt
to block Singaporean au-
thorities from investigat-
ing a business class
flight at the expense of
Malaysian hotel tycoon
Ong Beng Seng, one of
Singapore's richest resi-
dents. The other four
charges relate to his re-
ceipt of gifts from Ong,
which include accepting  the managing director of
gifts worth more than Hotel Properties Limited,
$300,000. and a top director at a

rarely used criminal law
under which it is an of-
fence for public servants
to accept objects of
value from figures they
officially work with.
Singapore’s former prime
minister Lee Hsien
Loong said at the time of
Iswaran's resignation
that he had pledged to
return money received as
part of his salary and al-
lowances since his ar-
rest. Cabinet ministers
are paid salaries compa-
rable to the top earners
in the private sector to
deter corruption.

mum sentence of eight
weeks.

Iswaran's trial has
been deemed by observ-
ers to be one of the most
politically significant in
the city-state's history.

It also risks damag-
ing the reputation of the
ruling People's Action
Party before general elec-
tions expected to be held
by November next year.

Iswaran quitin Janu-
ary after being formally
notified of the charges,

Israel Kills six in heart of Beirut despite

BEIRUT (INP): Is-
rael bombed central
Beirut in the early
hours of Thursday, kill-
ing at least six people,
after its forces suf-
fered their deadliest
day on the Leba-
nese front in a year of
cs against Iran-
backed armed group
Hezbollah.

Israel said it con-
ducted a precise air
strike on Beirut. It wit-
nesses reported hear-
ing a massive blast,
and a security source
said it targeted a build-
ing in central Beirut's
B roa
neighbourhood close
to parliament, the
nearest Isracli strikes
have  come to
Lebanon's seat of
government. At least
six people were killed
and seven wounded,
Lebanese health offi-
cials said. A photo be-
in; rculated on
Lebanese WhatsApp
groups, which Reuters
could not immediately
verify, showed a
heavily  damaged
building with its first
floor on fire.

Three missiles
also hit the southern
suburb of Dahiyeh,
where Hezbollah
leader 552
Nasrallah was klll(.d
last week, and loud
explosions were
heard, Lebanese se-
curity officials said.
The southern suburbs
came under more than

— L —
QUETTA: Bazai Tribe head Taj Muhammad Bazai addressing
a press conference .

calls for restraint

a dozen Isracli strikes God's help, we will win
on Wednesday. together," he said.

A day after Iran Lebanon's health
fired more than 180 ministry said Isracli air
missiles into Israel, Tel = raids killed at least 46
Aviv said on Wednes- people in the south and
day eight soldiers were centre of the country
killed in ground combat ~ over the past 24 hours.
in south Lebanon as its Iran said on
forces thrust into its Wednesday its mi
northern neighbour. volley — its biggest

The Isracli military ~ever assault on Isracl
said regular infantry —was overbarring fur-
and armoured units ther provocation, but
joined its ground op- Israel and the United
erations in Lebanon on  States promised to hit
Wednesday as Iran's back hard. US Presi-
missile attack and dent Joe Biden said he
Israel's promise of re- would not support any
taliation raised con- Israeli strike on Iran's
cerns that the oil-pro- nuclear sites in re-
ducing Middle East sponse to its ballistic
could be caught up in missile attack and
a wider conflict. urged Israel to act

Hezbollah said its "proportionally"
fighters engaged Is- against its regional
racli forces inside arch-foe.

Lebanon. The move- Biden joineda call
ment reported ground with Group of Seven
clashes for the first major power leaders
time since Israeli on Wednesday to co-

group's media chief
Mohammad Afif said
those battles were only
“the first round" and
that Hezbollah had
enough fighters, weap-
ons and ammunition to
push back Israel.

Isracl's addition of
infantry and armoured
troops from the 36th
Division, including the
Golani Brigade, the
188th Armoured Bri-
gade and 6th Infantry
Brigade, suggested that
the operation might ex-
pand beyond limited
commando raids.

The military has
said its incursion is
largely aimed at de-
stroying tunnels and
other infrastructure on
the border and there
were no plans for a
wider operation target-
ing the Lebanese capi-
tal Beirut to the north
or major cities in the
south.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Egypt Dr.Thab Mohamed Abdelhamid Hassan called on Speaker Na-|
tional Assembly Sardar AyazSadiq at Parliament House.

Malaysian PM Anwar given guard of

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Visiting Prime Minister
of Malaysia Anwar
Ibrahim on Thursday
was given the guard of
honour as he arrived at
the Prime Minister’s
House in Islamabad to
meet his counterpart
Shehbaz Sharif and
hold delegation-level
talks.

As Anwar Ibrahim
arrived at the venue of
the formal welcome
ceremony, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif
warmly welcomed the
foreign dignitary who
arrived in Pakistan on

honour at PM House

before proceeding to the  Shehbaz Sharifand his  deepening cooperation
bilateral meeting and Malaysian counterpart between the two na-
delegation-level talks. ~ Anwar Ibrahim are set tions.
tradition, to hold talks in “Your visit under-

Prime Minister Ibrahim Islamabad today aim- scores our shared com-
also planted a sapling in  ing to boost bilateral mitment to peace,
the lawn of the PM cooperation in multiple prosperity and regional
House. areas and deepen the development.

Shehbaz  Sharif “longstanding 67-year Together, let’s
calls for joint efforts to friendship.” forge a brighter future
cement ties Malaysian Prime for Pakistan and Ma-

Prime Minister Minister Anwar laysia,
Shehbaz Sharif has said Ibrahim, along with a ” Prime Minister
the visit of the Malay- delegation of ministers, Shehbaz added.
sian Prime Minister to deputy ministers and Earlier, Prime Min-
Pakistan underscores senior officials, arrived ister Ibrahim also took
the shared commitment on Wednesday for a to X announcing his ar-
to peace, prosperity and three-day visit to meet rival in Islamabad on a
regional Pakistan’s state visit till Friday

In a post on his X and discuss a wide- which he said was

on

a three-day state visit handle welcommg the ranging agenda to fur- “aimed atdeepening the

dnesd: ther bilateral 1. ding 67-year

The national an- the Prime Minister sand ties in diverse fields in- friendship between
thems of Pakistan and he looks forward to cluding trade, connec- Malaysia and Pakistan.”

Malaysia were played
as the foreign dignitary
stood at the salute dais.

The smartly
turned-out contingents
of the armed forces
presented the guard of
honour which the Ma-
laysian prime minister
reviewed.

Both the prime
ministers introduced
their respective del-
egations to each other

fruitful discussions with
Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter on strengthening bi-
lateral ties and deepen-
ing cooperation.
Shehbaz  Sharif
called for collaborative
efforts to build
brighter future for both
Pakistan and Malaysia.
Pakistan, Malaysia
PMs eye enhanced co-
operation
Prime

tivity, energy, agricul-
ture, halal industry,
tourism, cultural ex-
changes and people-
to-people contacts.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, who
warmly welcomed the
foreign dignitary at the
airport, wrote on his X
timeline that he looked
forward to fruitful dis-
cussions on strength-
ening bilateral ties and

“This visit, gra-
ciously extended by
my esteemed counter-
part Shehbaz Sharif,
holds the promise of
ushering in a new era
ofdiplomatic collabora-
tion and fostering a
comprehensive agenda
for multi-sector coop-
eration between our
two nations in the years
ahead,” Ibrahim re-
marked.

S

Minister

US will not support Israeli attacks on
Iran nuclear sites: Biden

WASHINGTON,
Oct 03 (INP): US
President Joe Biden
said Wednesday he
would not support a
strike by Israel aimed
at wiping out Iran's
nuclear facilities in
retaliation for its lat-
est missile attack.
"The answer is
no," Biden told report-
ers, when asked
whether he would
back strikes against
Iranian nuclear sites.
"We'll be discuss-
ing with the Israclis
what they're going to
do," he said, adding
that all G7 members

forces pushed over the ordinate a response,
border on Monday. including new sanc-
Hezbollah said it had tions against Tehran,
destroyed three Israeli the White House said.
Merkava tanks with G7 leaders voiced
rockets near the bor- "strong concern" over
der town of Maroun El  the Middle East crisis
but said a diplomatic
solution was still viable
and arcgmn wide con-

8,
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agree Israel has "a
right to respond, but
they should respond in
proportion.”

Meanwhile, the
United States knows
Isracl will retaliate af-
ter Iran's major missile
attack,

and even says it
supports such a move,
but s trying to influence
the nature of the re-
sponse, warning
against targeting
Tehran's nuclear facili-
ties.

US President Joe
Biden, who consulted
with his G7 counter-
parts on Wednesday
after the Islamic repub-
lic fired off about 200

proportion,” Biden
said, without going into
detail about what
such a response might
look like.

All sides are
aware that any retal-
iatory strike against
Iran's nuclear or oil in-
stallations would send
the Middle East spiral-
ling even more to-
wards chaos, but Is-
rael seems not to have
made a decision yet.

US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
conferred with his
French, British, Ger-
man and Italian coun-
terparts to convey that
message, the State
Department said. In

deeper into Iran, tak-
ing the fight to his
country's sworn en-
emy.
After dealing the
Iran-backed
Hezbollah a serious
blow in Lebanon by
assassinating its leader
last wecek.

, and after subdu-
ing Hamas in the Gaza
Strip, will Netanyahu
see this as aunique op-
portunityto go big? It's
the million-dollar que:
tion.

On Wednesday,
former Isracli premier
Naftali Bennett called
for a decisive strike to
destroy Iran's nuclear
facilities and thus "fa-

ballistic missiles, set a Washington and else- tally cripple this terror-

clear red line for Israeli where, a sinking feel- ist regime.

Prime Minister Ben- ingofdread is prevail- "The CEC has 30

jamin Netanyahu. ing as officials wait to days to confirm the
"All seven of us see if Netanyahu, un- declaration, after

which the lawmaker’s
seat will become va-
cant.

agree that they have a
right to respond, but
they should respond in

der pressure at home
to act, will be tempted
to strike hard and

flict was in no one's in-
terest, a statement
said.

Netanyahu, ina condo.
lence video, said: "We
are at the height of a

Marms o Wrkis

Hezbollah said it
repelled Israeli forces
near several border
towns and also fired
rockets at mllllary
posts inside Israel.

The paramilitary

difficult war against
Iran's Axis of Evil,
which wants to destroy

us.
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Decision reserved on admissibility of petition

against ECP Chief’s appointment

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad ngh Court (IHC)

rved its decision on the ad-
mlSSlblllly of the application
after arguments against the ap-
pointment of Chief Election
Commissioner Sikandar Sultan

Chl(,f Justic
Farooq heard the pemmn of
Akram Bari, the petitioner who
appeared in the court with his
lawyer.
The petitioner's lawyer a
gued that Sikandar Sultan Raja
was a serving bureaucrat when
he was appointed and accord-
ing to the Supreme Court de-
cision, senior civil servants can-
not be appointed, but a retired
officer of grade 22. The cur-
rent or former judge of the
Supreme Court could also be
appointed.

The lawyer for the peti-

tioner said that then there was
an amendment made in 2016
and after that a retired officer
was appointed because a re-
tired officer is not subordinate
to anyone. However, the cur-
rent Chief Election Commis-
sioner is an in-service em-
plo

Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq inquired if he had at-
tached something to it. How
does he know what happened?
The petitioner's lawyer said it
was on their website.
The Chief Justice re-
marked that pl atisfy me
and prove something. If T know
something, I will inform further,
right? The lawyer of the peti-
tioner asked for some time for
briefing.

Election Commission
counsel came to the rostrum
without notice and said that he

had a notification of retirement
of Sikandar Sultan Raja before
becoming Chief Election Com-
missioner.

The Chief Justice while
talking to the lawyer of the
ECP said that you were not
called and you were not noticed
that you are in a

Ecp lawyer said that
Sikandar Sultan was made
Chief Election Commissioner
on January 24, 2020, while he
hadretired inNovember 2019.
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq
remarked that he had already
retired, ok, thank you! Let's see

Later, the [HC reserved its

e n on the hearing of the

petition after arguments against

the appointment of Chief Elec-

tion Commissioner Sikandar
Sultan Raja.

Dato' Seri Anwar Ibral

at Malays

ISLAMABAD : Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Prime Minister of Malaysia YAB|
-Pakistan High Level Business Dialogue.

-ﬂwarlbrahimr

ic Republic of

SLAMABAD (INP): The Su-
preme Court (SC) on Thursday
annulled the decision on Article
63-A and admited the review pe-
titions for hearing, A five-
member bench announced
the short order after hearing par-
ties and admitted pleas for review.
ticle 63-A aims to restrict
the voting powers of lawmakers
by making them bound to the de-
ision of the “Party Head” who-
ever is formally declared the head
of the party.

ISLAMABAD: Ameer of Jamaat-c-Islami Pakistan, Hafiz Nacem-ur-Rehman meet Chairman of Pa-|
[Kistan People's Party (PPP), Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

Big relief for Pervaiz Elahi family; LHC orders
to remove their names from PCL

LAHORE (INP): The Lahore High
Court (LHC) has provided signi
cant relief to Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi and his family, ordering the
removal of their names from the
Passport Control List (PCL) on
Thursday.

Justice Shams Mehmood
Mirza presided over the hearing,
which involved petitions filed by
former Punjab speaker Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi, his son Rasakh

yer argued that their names were
initially removed from the list but
were later included again due to
bad faith.

After hearing the argumcm
from both sides, the court
clared the inclusion of their names
in the PCL invalid and ordered
their removal.

Last month on August 28,
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, along
vnlh his son Rasakh Elahi and

Elahi, and daugh Zahra
Elahi.

During the proceedings, As-
sistant Attorney General Shiraz
Zaka, representing the Ministry
of Interior, presented the
government's report and opposed
the petitions.

The law officer informed the
court that the names had previ-
ously been removed from the Exit
Control List (ECL) but were added
to the PCL on July 8.

However, the court was not
satisfied with the government's
arguments.

Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi's law-

ighter-in-law Zahra Elahi, has
challcngcd the inclusion of their
names in the Pakistan Consoli-
dated List (PCL), seeking perm
sion to perform Umrah with hi:
family. The family filed an appli-
cation in the Lahore High Court
to have their names removed from
the PCL, which restricts their abil-
ity to travel abroad.

The petition named the Fed-
eral Government, the Ministry of
Interior, and other relevant au-
thorities as parties to the case.

In a recent decision, the
Lahore High Court allowed the
removal of Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi

and his family’s names from the
PCL, thereby permitting them to
travel abroad. Following this rul-
ing, the concerned authorities tem-
porarily withdrew their names
from the PC]

However, the names of
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, Rasakh
Elahi, and Zahra Elahi were sub-
sequently re-included in the PCL,
prompting the family to file an-
other application.

Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi re-
quested the court again to issue
definitive orders to permanently
remove their names from the PCL,
enabling him and his family to
undertake their Umrah pilgrimage
without further restrictions.

Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi em-
phasized the importance of per-
forming Umrah and appealed to
the Lahore High Court to uphold
their right to travel. He requested
that the court ensure the removal
of his and his family members’
names from the PCL, allowing
them to go abroad for their reli-
gious obligations.

The penalty for violating Ar-
ticle 63-A is disqualification from
the National Assembly and the
vacation of the defecting
lawmaker’s seat, the Constitution
states.
A five-member bench headed
by Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Qazi Faez Isa and also including
Justices Nacem Akhtar Afghan,
Aminuddin Khan, Jamal Khan
Mandokhail, and Mazhar
Alam Khan Miankhel — resumed
hearing today the review plea filed
by the Supreme Court Bar Asso-
ciation (SCBA) in June 2022.
At the outset of the hearing,
CJP Isa inquired Zafar if he was
able to meet Imran as per the
court’s directives, to which the
lawyer replied in the

affirmative. “Yes, I met him
yesterday but it was not in pri-
vate. There were jail authorities
present during the meeting,” Zafar
lamented. He stated that
Imran wanted to speak before
the court himself and present his
arguments via video link.

ay, let’s move forward.

You may present your argu-

ments,” the chief justice said, ad-
dressing Zafar, who replied that
Imran be allowed to put forward
his

contentions first. “Ali Zafar
sahib, you are a senior lawyer and
asenator as well. You know how
court proceedings work,” Justice
Isa noted.

The PTI senator then stated
that Imran had objections on the
bench. “If the permission for the
PTI founder to appear via video
link is not granted, then he

has told me to state a few
things before the court,” Zafar
said.

The lawyer insisted that he
has to work according to the di-
rections of his client, at which the
top judge remarked, “You are not
only your client’s counsel but also
an officer of the court.”

Justice Mandokhail also re-
called: “We have also been law-
yers [but] we did not listen to ev-
ery directive of our client. We
only followed what was as per the
Taw.

Here, CJP Isa observed that
five minutes had been “wasted”
over the issue, at which Zafar said
he would be done with his argu-
ment and out of the courtroom in
seven minutes. “Very good, we
also want the same,” the CJP
quipped.

Zafar then pointed out that
the government wanted to bring
some amendments, referring to
the proposed constitutional pack-
age for which the ruling coalition

is trying to garner the re-
quired support after a failed first
attempt to introduce its draft in

SC strikes down 2022 ruling on defection
clause under Article 63-A

the parliament.

“If you have to talk about
this, lhcn start from the begi
ning,” Justice Mandokhail sa
“You are not letting me say what I
want to,” the lawyer replied, at

which CJP Isa remarked that
Zafar was speaking about politics

“so that there could be headlines
tomorrow” about it.

Continuing with his argu-
ments, Zafar said the proposed
amendments had given an “im-
pression that horse-trading was
beingallowed”, reiterating Imran’s
carlier statements.

At this, the top judge said the
court could initiaté contempt of
court proceedings against Zafar
for saying so. “We respect you,
you should respect us as well. By
Claiming horse-trading, you are
‘making a huge statement,” CJP Isa
stressed. “What is horse-trading?
You would be embarrassed if we
told you,” he added.

Imran’s counsel argued that
the court’s ruling on Article 63-A
“prevented horse-trading”, at
which Justice Mandokhail clari-
fied that the apex court had “given
an opinion, not a judgment’”,

Zafar then announced boy-
cotting the proceedings: “PTI
founder has said the constitution
of the bench is not right. [There-
fore, J we will not be part of this
case.” He went on to say that if
the CJP was part of the bench de-
ciding on lhc review petition, it
would be a “conflict of interest”.
“Whatever you are saying, we will
neither listen to it nor make it part
of the case record,” Justice Isa ob-
served.

LAHORE (INP): Provincial Educa-
tion Minister Rana Sikandar Hayat
announced the government's
commitment to educational em-
powerment with the launch of
the "Hunar Scholarship Pro-
gram." The initiative,
viding extensive edu

witha budgcl g 130 bil-

lion set aside for this purpose.

Speaking at a meeting with
of private universities, the

PTI protest at D-Chowk: 4,000 personnel to
be deployed for security measures

ISLAMABAD (INP): In anticipa-
tion of a potential protest by the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party at D-Chowk, 4,000 officers
police personnel to be deployed.

PTI founder Imran Khan has
called for a protest at D-Chowk
on Oc(ober 4 (Friday). In re-

while police and relevant agen
cies in Rawalpindi have also been
put on high alert.

The Rawalpindi police are
actively conducting raids to a
prehend known and unidentified
leaders and activists involved in
cases registered on September 28.

Sources indicate that over
150 leaders and workers have
ready been arrested, and special
tasks have been assigned to the
Rawalpindi police to deal with the
upcoming protest.

It has been decided to seal
off the entry points to Rawalpindi

and the routes leading into
Islamabad, deploying a heavy
police presence in these areas.
Key locations at the intersection
of Rawalpindi and Islamabad,
such as Rawat Chowk, Khanna
Bridge on the Islamabad Express-
way, Gulzar-e-Quaid, and Faizabad
Interchange, will see police barri-
cades and containers set up. This
cpcmlion will begin on Thursday
ni

CPO Rawalpindi Khalid
Hamdani stated that all necessary
security arrangements have been
completed to maintain law and
order during the potential protest.

Over4,000 police officers and
personnel will be on duty, ensur-
ing the security of all major thor-
oughfares and entry/exit points in
the city. Specially trained teams
will be deployed to deal with any
disruptions to peace, and legal
action will be taken against those

[ABAD: Feder:

damaging public or private prop-

ster for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan presents Exploring Pakistan tour-
ism guide to Malaysian Minister Tengku Zafrul.

y.
CPO Hamdani emph:
that any disruption of peace or
damage to property will not be
tolerated, and the rule of law will
be upheld at all costs. He urged
parents to ensure their chil-
dren do not participate in any un-
lawful activities.
It is noteworthy that during
thc September 28 protests, over
0 locations in Rawalpindi were
b]ocked with containers, and
police checkpoints were
established with a significant
police presence. Following these
prote: founder and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur was named in
three cases under the Ant
Terrorism Act and other charges
with over 400 unidentified activ-
ists implicated in five separate
c cross five police stations.
Over 150 arrests have been made,
and further raids are ongoing.

at the pro-
gram marks a significant step in
Tulfilling government

romises, surpassing previ-
hemes like the laptop ini-

tiative. The program will support
students from limited financial
backgrounds, with scholarships

available for 50 public, 7 pri-
vate, and 5 federal universities
well as 331 public colleges and 14
medical colleges across the prov-
ince.

The meeting discussed strat-
egies for awarding scholarships
and ensuring merit-based selec-
tion. Minister Hayat directed uni-
versities to host awareness

seminars to inform students
about the program.

He noted that 43,000 stu-
dents have already logged into the
scholarship portal, and over 1,100
applications have been received,

Punjab launches scholarship program of Rs
130bn over 30,000 annual awards

with 178,000 students having
accessed information about

the program. A quota for minority

students will also be implemented,

and private institutions will play

alargerrole, especially

ricts without public

universities.

Rana Sikandar Hayat high-
lighted that Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharifis person-
ally invested in the program, re-
viewingits progress daily. Schol-
arships

Wi 1]1 be offered across 67 di
ferent programs, and students
from families earning less than
300,000 annually are eligible to
apply.
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ISLAMABAD: Maulana Fazal-Ur-Rehman, head of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Pakistan|
Jaddressing a press conference.

ISLAMABAD (INP):” The inau-
gural First Punjab Premier League
(PPL) i set to commence tomor-
row Friday at Jinnah Stadium in
Gujranwala, featuring eight

teams, including the
Rawalpindi Markhor, led by sea-
soned cricketer Kamran Akmal.
This landmark event marks
the first of its kind in Punjab, the
largest province of Pakistan, and
aims to showease local talent.
The league will operate with
acommitment to meritocracy; af-
ter trials involving 900 players,
each team will select 20 players
based solely on their performance,
with no recommendations al-
lowed. Hasan Raza, a respected
figure in cricket, will serve as the
mentor and coach for the
Rawalpindi Markhor.

Public entry for all night

matches will be free, allowing fans
to enjoy what is anticipated to be
a thrilling series of games. The
matches will be played under
floodlights, taking advantage of
Gujranwala’s favorable pitch con-
ditions. The Punjab Premier
League, endorsed by the Pakistan
Cricket Board, aims to discover 10
to 12 standout players who could
potentially be selected for the na-
tional team.

With cricket leagues gaining
global popularity, this initiative
reflects Pakistan’s commitment to
developing its rich pool of
cricketing talent.

he pitch of Gujranwala is
very favorable and people will get
to see good cricket, players from
all over Pakistan are eligible to
playin this league, all the matches
will be played under flood lights

First Punjab Premier League kicks off
tomorrow at Jinnah Stadium

and this league will generate good
revenue, Pakistan Cricket Board
said.

The NOC of the league has
been released, it is hoped that 10
to 12 good players will be found
from this league who will be able
to be selected in the national team

Chaudhry Nadeem Manzoor
Bega serves as the owner of the
Rawalpindi Markhor, while Waqar
Ahmed Khan is the director of
operations for the league. Orga-
nizers plan to host the PPL annu-
ally in different cities across
Punjab, ensuring the continuation
of competitive cricket in the re-

ion

0

As excitement builds, fans
and players alike are eager to wit-
ness what promises to be an ex-
traordinary celebration of cricket
in Punjab.




