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The Persistent Polio
Challenge in Balochistan

Water Challenges Gripping
Balochistan: A Looming Crisis

Security Beefed Up
in Quetta Following

Karachi Attack
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In response to
the recent deadly attack in
Karachi, authorities in  Quetta
have implemented heightened
security measures to prevent
similar incidents. The decision
comes as a precautionary
measure to safeguard the city
and its residents.

Following the attack against
Chinese nationals in Karachi,
security forces in Quetta have
been placed on high alert.
Checkpoints have been estab-
lished at key points in the city,
and patrols have been intensi-
fied. Additionally, public
gatherings and events are being
monitored closely.

Local officials have urged
citizens to remain vigilant and
report any suspicious activity to
the authorities. They have also
assured the public that all
necessary steps are being taken
to ensure their safety.

The heightened security
measures in Quetta reflect the
ongoing challenges faced by
Pakistan in combating terrorism
and maintaining peace and

Balochistan’s Climate Crisis: CM Sarfaraz
Bugti Urges Action

News Desk:

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti ad-
dressed a climate conference
panel organized by the Minis-
try of Climate Change and FDI
Pakistan at BUITEMS Univer-
sity. He emphasized the devas-
tating impact of climate change
on Balochistan, despite the
province’s negligible role in its
causes.

During the event, students asked
the Chief Minister various
questions about climate
change and its effects on
Balochistan. Responding to
their queries, Bugti reiterated
that addressing climate change
is a top priority for the
Balochistan government.

“Balochistan has no role in caus-

ing climate change, yet we are
among the hardest hit by its
consequences,” Bugti re-
marked. He stressed that the
provincial government is work-
ing within its limited resources
to mitigate the effects of climate
change.

He further added that tackling
deforestation and environmen-
tal degradation is essential, and
warned that commercial defor-
estation will be treated as a
criminal offense, with strict ac-
tion taken against those respon-
sible.

Collaborative Solutions
Through Public-Private

Partnerships
Bugti also announced plans to

propose long-term strategies for
combating climate change, em-
phasizing the importance of
public-private partnerships in
finding sustainable solutions.
He stated that all relevant stake-
holders and institutions would
be engaged to address the cli-
mate crisis effectively.

“It is encouraging to see the
youth of Balochistan aware and
actively discussing climate
change,” Bugti said, noting the
importance of student engage-
ment in environmental issues.

The Chief Minister concluded by
reaffirming the provincial
government’s commitment to
tackling climate change in col-
laboration with supporting in-
stitutions.

Balochistan Advisor Calls for
Stronger Public Health

Legislation and One Health Policy
Health Desk:

Quetta: Advisor to the Chief Min-
ister of Balochistan on Women
Development, Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi, has underscored the ur-
gent need for comprehensive
public health legislation and the
establishment of a One Health
policy in the province. She made
these remarks during a meeting
with a delegation from the Inter-
national Health Regulations
Islamabad, led by Dr. SafiUllah.

Dr. Buledi emphasized that the
province’s health system re-
quires significant bolstering to
effectively address current and
future public health challenges.
She stressed the importance of
modernizing health laws and
policies to not only tackle pan-
demic situations but also to en-

sure preparedness for potential
health emergencies.

Highlighting the significance of
collaboration, Dr. Buledi advo-
cated for the implementation of
a One Health policy. This ap-
proach would foster coopera-
tion across various health sec-
tors, leading to a more compre-
hensive understanding of health
interconnections.

Under the leadership of Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, the
provincial government is ac-
tively working to improve the
health sector in Balochistan. Dr.
Buledi reiterated the
government’s commitment to
collaborating with relevant in-
stitutions to achieve these
goals.

PM says will not allow PTI to
repeat 2014 dharna in Islamabad

Airforce plane
carrying two crashes
in Swabi, pilots safe:

Rescue official
NEWS DESK: A trainee

airforce plane crashed in the
mountainous terrain of Gadoon
Amazai in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Swabi district on Tuesday, Res-
cue 1122 officials said.

“While the trainee plane was
destroyed, both pilots success-
fully ejected through their para-
chutes and landed safely only with
slight injuries,” Rescue 1122 offi-
cial Luqman Khan said.

Local people helped the two
pilots during the initial phase of
the rescue operation, he said.

In a video that went viral on
social media, one of the locals said
that both the pilots looked fright-
ened due to the incident and were
immediately taken to a safe area.

Luqman further added that
the rescue and a medical team
reached the spot after they re-
ceived the information despite the
mountainous terrain of the region.

“Both the pilots were slightly
injured and were given first aid in
the Rescue 1122 ambulance,” he
said.

Students participating in the climate conference are presenting environment-friendly recommendations to
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti.

Women’s Empowerment and
Hygiene: A Key to Socio-Economic

Development in Balochistan
Syed Ali Shah:

Quetta: A groundbreaking initia-
tive launched in Balochistan
aims to empower women and
girls by addressing critical hy-
giene and sanitation issues.

The “She Power” initiative, sup-
ported by the Chinese govern-
ment, aims to improve the
health, quality of life, and edu-
cational opportunities for
young women in the province.

Speaking at a high-level event to
distribute hygiene kits, Romina
Khurshid Alam, Coordinator to
the Prime Minister on Climate
Change, emphasized the close
link between women’s socio-
economic empowerment and
access to adequate hygiene fa-
cilities.

She highlighted that addressing
hygiene challenges can directly
impact women’s  education,
work, and leadership opportu-
nities, fostering healthier and
more equitable communities.

The initiative, part of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor,
aims to distribute 20,000 hy-
giene kits to schoolgirls in four

districts of Balochistan.
These kits contain essential hy-

giene products, educational
materials, and promote better
health practices among young
girls.

Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri,
Chairperson of the Senate
Standing Committee on Human
Rights, echoed the importance
of addressing hygiene and sani-
tation issues in Balochistan.
She noted that lack of access
to clean water, sanitation facili-
ties, and hygiene products can
lead to social stigma, health
complications, and limited op-
portunities for women.

The “She Power” initiative seeks
to address these challenges by
providing hygiene kits, promot-
ing health awareness, and cre-
ating a supportive environment
for women and girls.

By empowering women through
education and access to essen-
tial resources, the initiative aims
to contribute to their socio-eco-
nomic empowerment and over-
all well-being.

Quetta’s Greening Initiative:
Rotary Club Targets 10,000 Trees

Quetta, Balochistan: Rotary
Club Quetta, in partnership with lo-
cal government agencies and commu-
nity organizations, has continued its
ambitious “Quetta Go Green Initia-
tive” with the planting of 150 trees
on October 8, 2024.

This latest effort is part of a
larger project aimed at planting 10,000
trees in Quetta between July 2024
and June 2025. Previous phases of
the initiative have seen the planting
of over 1,800 trees in various loca-
tions across the city.

Beyond the tree planting, the
Rotary Club Quetta has been actively
engaging local schoolchildren in envi-
ronmental  education programs.

These sessions focus on the im-
portance of trees, planting techniques,

and tree care, fostering a love for na-
ture among the younger generation.

The initiative has received strong
support from the Forest & Wildlife
Department,  Government of
Balochistan, which has provided tech-
nical expertise, plants, and materials.
The district administration of Quetta
City has also played a crucial role in
facilitating the project.

Rotary Club Quetta is calling on
the people of Quetta to join the ini-
tiative and contribute to making the
city greener.

The club is open to planting
trees in institutions, residential areas,
and other suitable locations where
communities are willing to participate
in the care and maintenance of the
trees.

NA Speaker urges ECP for swift ruling on
women and minority seats.

NEWS DESKL: Speaker of
the National Assembly Ayaz
Sadiq has written a letter to
the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) for a quick
decision regarding women and
minority seats at the request
of parliamentary leaders.

According to Express News,
parliamentary leaders have
expressed concern in a letter
to the National Assembly
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq about the
ECP not deciding on the seats
of women and non-Muslim
members of the assembly in

the context of the Election
Amendment Bill 2024.

Sources indicate that parlia-
mentary leaders requested
the Speaker of the National
Assembly to write a letter to
the Election Commission to
decide on this matter quickly.

Sources say that the Speaker
of the National Assembly
Ayaz Sadiq has written a sec-
ond letter to the Election Com-
mission at the request of par-
liamentary leaders, requesting
a quick decision from the
Election Commission.

It is noteworthy that the
Speaker of the National As-
sembly had already sent a let-
ter to the ECP on September
19, 2024. In his initial letter to
the ECP, Speaker Ayaz Sadiq
urged prompt action to fully
implement the revised Elec-
tion Act, particularly regard-
ing reserved seats and party
affiliation changes.

He stressed that the ECP has
a constitutional responsibility
to enforce laws passed by
Parliament and respect its
authority.



EDITORIAL Wednesday,October.09.202402

QUETTA VOICE
Editor: Asim Khan

The Persistent Polio Challenge
in Balochistan

Editorial:

The recent report of the 15th polio case in Balochistan, involving a 30-month-
old child from Pishin, is a stark reminder of the ongoing battle against this
crippling virus. With the total number of polio cases in Pakistan reaching 22
this year, it is evident that our efforts are falling short.

Ayesha Raza Farooq, the Prime Minister’s Focal Person on Polio Eradica-
tion, rightly expressed deep concern over the rising number of cases. Her
statement, “Each new case is a heartbreaking reminder that we are failing our
children,” resonates with the harsh reality. Despite the simplicity of the solu-
tion—timely and repeated vaccination—the targets seem to be achieved only
in media reports, not on the ground.

The traditional methods being applied are clearly insufficient. Vaccine
hesitancy, population mobility, and insecurity are significant challenges that
require innovative, out-of-the-box solutions. The Chief of the Emergency Op-
erations Centre (EOC) Balochistan, Inam ul Haq is undoubtedly a committed
officer, but the sheer number of stakeholders involved often leads to frag-
mented efforts and diluted accountability.

It is time for a paradigm shift. We need to move beyond conventional
strategies and adopt a more holistic approach. This includes leveraging tech-
nology for better tracking and outreach, engaging community leaders to build
trust, and ensuring that vaccination campaigns are not just periodic events
but a continuous, integrated effort.

The situation in Balochistan is dire, and it demands coordinated action
from all sectors of society. The dream of a polio-free Pakistan can only be
realized through collective responsibility and unwavering commitment. We
owe it to our children to ensure that no more lives are marred by this prevent-
able disease.

A fraying federation
By Shahid Kardar:

THE federation is

now at stake. The
bonds of national inte-
gration for a function-
ing federation are un-
der severe stress.
There is anger at the
denial of political rights
and the lack of effec-
tive ownership or even
a say in the use and
pricing of assets such
as coal, gas and the
ports. A recent deci-
sion to transfer land in
Sindh and KP to the
military for corporate
farming intensifies this
disgruntlement. In the
case of KP and
Balochistan, the bitter-
ness extends to
Islamabad’s control-
ling the provinces’ op-
portunities in cross-
border trade.

In KP and
Balochistan, social
transformation has
rendered traditional
political leadership ir-
relevant. The baton
has now been grasped
by the youth, who are

angry, if not alienated.
In the case of
Balochistan, they are
seemingly unwilling to
accept solutions within
the ambit of Pakistan.
The causes of their dis-
tress are historical and
deep-rooted, and their
significance should not
be trivialised by claim-
ing that the uprising
and terrorism are be-
ing stoked by the Indi-
ans. Even if true, it is
decades of Baloch
grievances that are
providing the fuel for
the present insur-
gency.

To satisfactorily
address these protests,
a new federal struc-
ture has to be devised
for the long-term
sustainability of the
state of Pakistan. Lest
we forget, we have a
centre because the
provinces ceded some
powers to it. This re-
quires a recasting of
the Constitution for a
more viable structure
that strengthens the

autonomy of the prov-
inces following the 18th
Amendment. This re-
alignment would have
to entail the handing
over of full control of
all key resources (such
as coal, oil, gas, and
major minerals) to the
provinces where these
are located.

If Pakistan’s politi-
cal and economic
structure were to be
implanted in oil-rich
Texas (and in federa-
tions like Canada and
Australia), this Ameri-
can state, with all its oil,
would not be rich; in-
stead, entrepreneurs in
New York and Wash-
ington would be living
it up. Whereas the
wealth of Texas be-
longs to the citizens of
that state, in Pakistan
effective control over
this country’s lifelines
and richest resources
does not lie with the
provinces where they
are found, the corrup-
tion of the provincial
leadership notwith-

standing. A new fed-
eral structure has to be
devised for the long-
term sustainability of
the state of Pakistan.

More importantly,
whereas the govern-
ment of Punjab can
carve out its own vi-
sion and development
agenda for the prov-
ince, a province like
Balochistan and to a
significant extent
Sindh, whose two
principal assets are
their minerals and
coastline, are unable to
develop their own
growth strategy be-
cause these assets are
essentially controlled
by the federal govern-
ment. KP suffers simi-
larly in the case of its
gas and the denial of
regular, timely pay-
ments of committed
net hydel profits.

The argument
that provincial govern-
ments are partners in
decisions made by the
federation on such
matters, through the

Council of Common
Interests, and paid a
royalty — in whose
determination the pro-
vincial role is limited
— for its minerals, and
a ‘modest’ share in the
port profits in
Balochistan’s case, is
a weak one. It doesn’t
fully recognise their
right to ownership and
full autonomy to take
decisions on the
utilisation and disposal/
leasing of these as-
sets. The acceptance
of such rights should
be complemented by
an effectively func-
tioning CCI, instead of
a Special Investment
Facilitation Council.

G o v e r n m e n t
spokesmen lament
that the narrow inter-
pretation of Article
158, which gives the
residents of the prov-
ince where gas or coal
is found precedence
over others in their
utilisation, results in
non-productive con-
sumption and is unfair

to other users. How-
ever, this conveniently
overlooks how Punjab
imposes Section 144
on the movement of
wheat in order to buy
the crop at a price
lower than its market
price so that it can
subsidise its consump-
tion for its own citi-
zens.  The injustice
does not end here.
While Punjab and
Sindh have, at times,
been selling their cot-
ton and wheat and re-
lated products to KP
and Balochistan at
higher than world
prices, the latter has
historically been made
to provide its gas to the
residents of other
provinces at well be-
low world prices, re-
flected also in the
nominal royalty pay-
ments on this scarce
resource. Therefore,
the provinces should
have full control over
their minerals and be
paid international
prices for them. After

all, decision-makers in
other provinces and at
the federal level sup-
port world prices for
other products on the
pretext that these are
produced and sold by
the private sector and
that good economic
policy should not
disincentivise efficient
investments through a
regime of distorted
price structures.

Islamabad should
also shelve many ac-
tivities that it is per-
forming in
Balochistan, partly on
the plea that it does not
have the capacity to
carry out such projects
— which the federal
agencies themselves
execute through pri-
vate consultants and
contractors! Federal
programmes include
Gwadar and Gadani
(in partnership with the
Chinese), the Saindak
and Reko Dik projects
and provincial roads.
Islamabad will simply
not let go of functions

that rightfully belong to
the lower formations
of government, as it
refuses to shed weight
by correcting the in-
congruity of its size
and the expanded role
and mandate that it has
arrogated to itself.

Moreover, the ar-
gument that there is a
need to prevent the si-
phoning of funds by
the corrupt leadership
in the province is an
amusing one. Those
making it neither have
clean hands them-
selves nor are ac-
countable to the voters
in the province on
whose behalf this
money is being spent
on a whole range of
projects that may not
be accorded similar
priority by the provin-
cial leadership. In fact,
taking this line of rea-
soning to its logical
conclusion, we should
still have been the
colony of the honest
and benevolent
Britishers.

As legacies of colonialism go
By Jawed Naqvi:

PALESTINE and

Kashmir have too
readily been likened to
each other, and to this
end, they were men-
tioned in the same
breath last week at the
UN — not for the first
time — by Pakistan’s
prime minister.

There are a few simi-
larities, yes, but they are
mostly notional. Israel
was created in 1948, the
year India and Pakistan
clashed over Kashmir.
They are legacies of co-
lonial cynicism, and their
people have been blud-
geoned for seeking
rights promised by UN
resolutions.

Military conflicts
between India and Paki-
stan over Kashmir have
ended in stalemates, and
this doesn’t include the
1971 war, which had an
entirely different set of
reasons and outcomes.
Unlike the unending Pal-
estinian struggle, the
Kashmir dispute went
into a freeze in 1972.

It stayed thus until
the collapse of the Ber-
lin Wall in 1989, which
signalled the demise of
the USSR and an-
nounced the West’s tri-
umph in the Cold War.
That’s when an armed
revolt flared up in Kash-
mir and it continues to
stalk the heavily
militarised region un-
abated. Palestinians and
Kashmiris have also hi-
jacked planes to press
their rights, but this is
where the similarities
begin to wane. Palestine
was supported by the
USSR and Kashmiris had

the backing of the West,
not least because Paki-
stan was a handy ally.

Palestine straddles
a different history alto-
gether. All countries in
the Middle East that
were close to Moscow
stand wrecked today by
US-led military cam-
paigns. Needless to say,
this could not have hap-
pened without the
vengeful support of the
West’s allies, led by
Saudi Arabia and Jordan.
(The Pakistani military
was used to crush a Pal-
estinian uprising in Jor-
dan in 1968.) Among the
US-led targets are Libya,
Syria, Iraq, and the erst-
while Marxist-ruled
South Yemen. Iran got
into the crosshairs by
overthrowing the Shah.
The ongoing targeting
of Palestinians thus has
different roots from
Kashmir. India was
spared the ordeal in-
flicted on former Soviet
allies as it changed cor-
ners in the footsteps of
Egypt. The former non-
aligned friends ardently
support Israel as
America’s “unsinkable
ship” in the region.

In the 1990s, at the
height of the upsurge
against Indian rule in
Kashmir, it was normal to
hear from resistance
leaders in Srinagar that
the dispute over their
Himalayan region could
lead to nuclear war. It
was offered as a reason
for nuclear-armed India
and Pakistan to settle the
Kashmir dispute amica-
bly before it was too late.
The argument was ro-
mantic at best and luck-

ily delusional. It was
spawned by well-re-
garded thinkers of the
Hurriyat Conference.
Prof Abdul Ghani Bhatt,
the mild-mannered,
Rumi-loving Persian
scholar, led the field,
peppering his fears of a
war with ornate stanzas
from Persian anthology.

Unlike the skies
over Kashmir, nine West-
ern satellites are perma-
nently stationed over
territories of interest to
Israel’s defence.

Last week’s speech
at the UN by Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif
claiming preparedness
against a real or imagined
military adventure by In-
dia was of a piece with
what Indians clumsily
call  Pakistan’s
‘internationalisation of
the Kashmir issue’. It’s
worth noting though that
China, which also has
territorial disputes with
India, has seldom, if ever,
taken the international
stage to raise bilateral
differences with India.
Part of the reason could
be that it seeks to have
India as a partner, not
adversary in its eco-
nomic and political
plans. Nor do we hear of
dire threats made against
China by India.

This is not to say the
two sides don’t remain
militarily primed for a
contingency.

In its zeal to take on
India before an interna-
tional audience, Pakistan
may have missed the vi-
suals of India i tself
‘internationalising’ the
Kashmir issue, which it
laughably did by giving

a guided tour of the elec-
tions underway in J&K
to a clutch of foreign dip-
lomats. (Did we ever see
a foreign diplomat taken
to elections in Uttar
Pradesh?)

Unlike the skies
over Kashmir, nine West-
ern satellites are perma-
nently stationed over
territories of interest to
Israel’s defence. For
years they have been
observing the land-
scape very minutely, a
point Prof Bhatt
shouldn’t miss.  The
eyes in the sky have
been watching
Hezbollah, Syria and
Iran, and possibly the
Houthis, but curiously,
not Hamas.

Thus, when the Is-
raeli woman officer who
detected Hamas activity
in Gaza before the cata-
strophic events of Oct 7
last year, alerted the male
colonel responsible for
keeping vigil on the
open prison, he told her:
“Your job is to ply us
with coffee, just keep
that coming.” The exact
details of the conversa-
tion would be known
when Benjamin
Netanyahu is removed
from office, which he is
working feverishly to
delay by widening
Israel’s war in the region
and keeping it perpetu-
ally on the boil. Else,
peace was an earshot
away: heed the call to
end the Gaza slaughter
and nobody would
shoot rockets into Israel
anymore. The US elec-
tions gave Netanyahu
the leeway to dismiss the
ceasefire calls with con-

tempt and impunity.
Hassan Nasrallah’s

death thus followed a
deep study of his bases
for years with human,
visual, and technical in-
telligence. The Israeli
military was preparing
for this venture, not the
conflict with Hamas, an
embarrassment hard to
live down. The satellites
and saturated intelli-
gence enabled the preci-
sion killing of a Hamas
leader in Tehran, fol-
lowed by decapitating
strikes against Hezbollah
in Lebanon. Striking fear
among Lebanese civil-
ians was part of the
battle drill, and it was
staged by exploding
pagers, killing dozens
and injuring thousands.

Having said that,
the war in Lebanon may
have only just begun,
unless big powers, out of
sheer self-interest ,
douse the inferno
quickly. An estimated 90
per cent of Hezbollah
fighters, commanders
with their lethal arsenal
of well concealed hard-
ware, are believed to be
keeping the powder dry.

This was evident in
the signal from Tehran,
which said the “battle
against Zionism” post
Nasrallah would con-
tinue to be led by
Hezbollah. Iran sees it-
self as more useful
guarding the supply
lines to Lebanon, and
this it’s doing without
the need for an unten-
able arsenal India and
Pakistan keep flaunting,
mercifully vacuously,
over Kashmir.

Power is knowledge?
By Nazir A. Jogezai:

KNOWLEDGE em-

powers individuals, but
societal and educational
power structures shape
what knowledge is acces-
sible and valued. A com-
plex relationship exists
between power and
knowledge, encompass-
ing curriculum design,
assessment, and teach-
ing. We must understand
the dichotomy between
‘knowledge is power’ —
where knowledge grants
power — and ‘power is
knowledge,’ where
power produces knowl-
edge. Thus, knowledge
is both a means to ac-
quire power and a me-
dium to sustain it ,
shaped by the societal
power dynamics.

The curriculum
serves as a powerful
me--dium for both ex-
pressing and reinforcing
power. The knowledge
embedded in curricula
primarily reflects the per-
spectives, priorities, and
values of those in power.
This knowledge may
emphasise certain his-
torical narratives while
excluding others.

Even after indepen-
dence, many post-colo-
nial countries’ educa-
tional curricula still re-
flect the colonial powers’
cultural, historical, and
linguistic heritage of co-
lonial powers. In some
African countries, the
curricula emphasise Eu-
ropean literature and his-
tory, while ignoring local
knowledge systems, lan-
guages, and cultural
practices. This perpetu-
ates cultural hegemony
by elevating the knowl-
edge and values of the
dominant culture above
local ones, thereby
marginalising local

knowledge and sustain-
ing colonial power rela-
tions.

Similarly, in Paki-
stan, the focus on cer-
tain sects or ethnic
groups marginalises
others, including non-
Muslims, the poor, girls,
and women. This con-
trol over knowledge di-
rectly influences what
students learn, how they
think, and ultimately
how they perceive their
place in society.

Control over knowl-
edge directly influences
what students learn.

Learning design
and assessment can be-
come powerful tools for
reinforcing dominant
societal  values and
power structures. In a
competitive education
system, children may
learn that success lies in
surpassing others and
that individual achieve-
ment takes precedence
over teamwork or collec-
tive well-being. This
mindset can foster a
preference for individu-
alism and wealth over
community and social
responsibility.

Given its central
role in the power-knowl-
edge nexus, curriculum
reform often becomes a
battleground where vari-
ous groups compete to
define what knowledge
is legitimate and valu-
able. These struggles
reveal the power dynam-
ics of education, as well
as the potential for cur-
ricula to be a tool for
social justice or other-
wise.

Assessment prac-
tices further determine
the value of knowledge.
High-stake tests are ex-
amples of coerced stan-
dards. Assessment often

prioritises memorisation
over creativity, critical
thinking, and emotional
intelligence, perpetuating
a narrow definition of in-
telligence and success.
This marginalises stu-
dents’ intellectual poten-
tial and reinforces social
stratification, as wealthier
students typically have
access to more resources
that better prepare them
for such tests.

Assessments fre-
quently act as
gatekeepers to further
educational opportuni-
ties, professional careers,
and social mobility. En-
trance exams for presti-
gious institutes serve as
critical gatekeeping tools.
They typically demand
specific knowledge and
skills, more accessible to
students from affluent
backgrounds who can
afford private tutoring
and test preparation re-
sources. Such assess-
ments reinforce social
stratification by offering
greater opportunities to
those already in posi-
tions of power, thereby
perpetuating existing in-
equalities.

Teachers act as in-
termediaries between
curricula, assessment,
and students. They wield
power in shaping the de-
livery, interpretation, and
internalisation of knowl-
edge by students. How-
ever, teachers themselves
operate within a broader
power structure defined
by educati-o-nal policies,
standa-r--ds, and societal
exp-ectations. A
teacher’s ability to either
challenge or reinforce
do--minant narratives in
the classroom can greatly
influence students’ criti-
cal  thinking and
worldview.

Water Challenges Gripping Balochistan: A Looming Crisis
Syed Ali Shah:

The parched lands of

Balochistan, Pakistan’s
resource-rich yet un-
derdeveloped province,
face a dire threat: wa-
ter scarcity. As hydro-
climatic patterns shift
and socio-economic
conditions evolve, this
peril looms larger by
the day, amplifying the
challenges faced by
both the populace and
the environment.

The crisis is par-
ticularly acute in
Quetta and other re-
gions of Balochistan,
where the specter of
dwindling water re-
serves casts a long
shadow over  daily life.
Over the past two de-
cades, swathes of
once verdant land-
scapes have suc-
cumbed to the en-
croaching desert as
water levels plummet.

Unlike their coun-
terparts in other parts
of Pakistan,
Balochistan’s inhabit-
ants rely heavily on
underground aquifers
for sustenance, be it for

drinking or agriculture.
The ubiquitous sight of
tube wells, churning
out water from depths
exceeding a thousand
feet, underscores the
desperation of a popu-
lace grappling with a
diminishing lifeline.

This relentless pur-
suit of water has come
at a cost. Orchards that
once flourished in the
northern and central
reaches of Balochistan,
renowned for their lus-
cious apples and
grapes, now stand ne-
glected, their boughs
bereft of fruit. The exo-
dus from traditional
agriculture, exemplified
by the abandonment of
apple orchards in
Pishin and Killa
Abdullah, reflects a
stark reality: water
scarcity dictates the
terms of survival.

In Quetta, the
haunting desolation of
Hanna Lake, once a
bastion of resilience
against water scarcity,
serves as a poignant
reminder of environ-
mental neglect. Con-

structed during the co-
lonial era to bolster the
region’s water security,
the lake now lies bar-
ren, its promise unful-
filled.

Environmentalists
sound the alarm, warn-
ing of an impending
exodus from Quetta
and its environs as wa-
ter scarcity tightens its
grip. Faiz Kakar, a
prominent environmen-
talist, foresees a future
where scarcity renders
migration inevitable,
imperiling lives across
a province that encom-
passes half the nation’s
territory.

The governance of
water, mired in ineffi-
ciencies and malprac-
tices, exacerbates the
crisis. Barakat Khan, a
respected water expert,
laments the lack of
awareness among the
populace, even as cor-
ruption and influence
peddling distort the dis-
tribution of this pre-
cious resource.

In the absence of
equitable access, the
vulnerable bear the

brunt of water scarcity,
forced to procure con-
taminated water from
unscrupulous vendors
at exorbitant prices.
Meanwhile, the power-
ful wield their influence
to secure privileged
access, deepening the
chasm of inequality.

Naseerabad Divi-
sion stands as a lone
oasis amidst this desert
of neglect, its verdant
landscapes a testament
to judicious water man-
agement. Yet, even
here, protests erupt as
inequities in water dis-
tribution stoke simmer-
ing discontent.

Amidst this crisis,
ancient irrigation sys-
tems like the Karez
wither away, their vital
role in sustaining agri-
culture consigned to
history. The droughts
of yesteryears cast a
long shadow, their
legacy of destitution
and despair haunting
the collective memory.

Yet, amidst the
gloom, glimmers of
hope emerge. Calls for
the construction of de-

lay and check dams
resonate, offering a life-
line to a parched land.
With federal and pro-
vincial initiatives under-
way, the promise of a
more water-secure fu-
ture beckons, albeit dis-
tant.

The onus lies not
solely on the govern-
ment but on society at
large. Civil society, me-
dia, and political actors
must unite in raising
awareness and advo-
cating for sustainable
water management.
Journalists, in particu-
lar, wield immense
power in shaping pub-
lic discourse and hold-
ing policymakers to
account.

As Balochistan
confronts its water
woes, the imperative
for collective action
grows ever more ur-
gent.

From the halls of
power to the furrows
of the field, a concerted
effort is needed to safe-
guard this most pre-
cious of resources for
generations to come.
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Ukraine says Russian missiles strike two
Black Sea grain vessels

President, PM call for focusing on climate
change mitigation

BJP's defeat proves Kashmiris' won’t
compromise on self-determination: APHC

Three tons of Pakistani pine nuts arrive
in Ezhou, China

Saud Shakeel firm as England force
comeback with two key wickets

MOSCOW (INP):  A
Russian missile hit a
Palau-flagged vessel
in Ukraine’s southern
port of Odesa, killing
a Ukrainian national
and injuring five crew

members in the
second such attack in
as many days, offi-
cials said.

Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Andrii Sybiha
said on X that the two
ships were damaged
in the Black Sea
grain-export hub with-
out giving details on
the ships’ conditions.
He condemned
Russia’s actions.

“We must join
forces of all respon-
sible states and
o r g a n i s a t i o n s
to…ensure freedom

of navigation in the
Black Sea and global
food security.”

Russia’s defense
ministry did not imme-
diately respond to an
email seeking com-
ment. Moscow has re-
peatedly denied it at-
tacks civilian targets.

Odesa regional
governor Oleh Kiper,
writing on the Tele-
gram messaging app,
said the man killed in
the latest attack was a
port worker.

The five injured
men were foreign na-
tionals and ship crew
members.

Deputy Prime
Minister Oleksiy
Kuleba identified the
vessel as the Optima
and said it arrived in

Odesa hours before
the attack.

Russia “is at-
tempting in this way to
destroy shipping in the
Black Sea guarantee-
ing food security. The
consequences can
only mean greater in-
stability in sensitive re-
gions dependent on
food imports and ten-
sion in international re-
lations,” Kuleba said.

Ukraine’s Resto-
ration Ministry identi-
fied the ship attacked
on Sunday in the
nearby port of
Pivdennyi as the Saint
Kitts and Nevis-
flagged Paresa which
had a cargo of 6,000
tonnes of corn.

In a Facebook
post, the ministry said

the Paresa’s 15-mem-
ber crew, Syrian and
Egyptian nationals,
was not injured.

The ministry said
the Paresa was the
20th civilian vessel to
be damaged by Rus-
sian attacks.

Last month, the
Saint Kitts and Nevis-
flagged bulk carrier
Aya was hit by a Rus-
sian missile in the
Black Sea. Another
vessel, an Antigua-
flagged carrier, was
damaged in a Russian
missile strike in
Odesa.

Russia has struck
the port repeatedly in
the war since its full-
scale invasion of
Ukraine in February
2022.

MULTAN (INP):
Saud Shakeel re-
mained firm with his
half-century, however,
England took two
wickets to exert pres-
sure on Pakistan on
the second day of the
first Test here on
Tuesday.

Pakistan had
scored 397-6 at
Lunch on Day 2 with
vice-captain Saud
Shakeel staying
strong at 67 and
Salman Ali Agha, who
just came out to bat,
at 0.

Saud Shakeel
started the day with
n i g h t w a t c h m a n
Naseem Shah and 328

runs on the board. To-
gether they added 64
runs for the fifth wicket
much to the

frustration of the
English side. The Pa-
kistan vice-captain
completed his half-cen-
tury in 96 balls with a
boundary off Shoaib
Bashir.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Naseem Shah dis-
played solid defence
while chasing on the
bad deliveries, striking
three sixes and one
four during his 81-ball
knock of 33 runs.

Brydon Carse pro-
vided the breakthrough
with the wicket of
Naseem, taking his

first wicket in Test
cricket. The in-form
Mohammad Rizwan
joined Saud on the
crease, however, he
fell prey to Jack
Leach 12 balls later
without opening his
account. At the
Stumps on Day

1, Pakistan were
328/4 with vice-cap-
tain Saud Shakeel
(35*) and
n i g h t w a t c h m a n
Naseem Shah (0*)
unbeaten in the middle.

The eventful final
session marked the
return of England as
the touring side
claimed three wickets
including set batters

Masood and Shafique
and star batter Babar.

Gus Atkinson pro-
vided England with a
much-needed break-
through when he got
Shafique caught in the
eighth over after Tea.

The right-handed
opener scored 102 off
184 deliveries, laced up
with a dozen bound-
aries including two
sixes.

Meanwhile, Paki-
stan captain Masood
perished two overs
later when he spooned
Jack Leach for a regu-
lation caught and
bowled briefly after
amassing the 150-run
milestone.

BEIJING (INP): A fully-
loaded SF Airlines
freighter carrying 3 tons
of "Pakistani gems"
pine nuts imported from
western Pakistan ar-
rived at Ezhou Huahu
International Airport via
the "Ezhou-Lahore" in-
ternational cargo route.

After clearing cus-
toms, these fresh, high-
quality pine nuts were
dispatched from Ezhou
to Yiwu and then dis-
tributed throughout
China, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Tuesday.

The smoothly oc-
cupied international
cargo route, coupled
with efficient logistics
services, has signifi-
cantly facilitated trade
between China and Pa-
kistan.

Pakistan ranks as

the fifth-largest producer
of pine nuts globally and
is the largest source of
pine nut imports for
China, accounting for
42% of the total import
volume.

The newly estab-
lished “Ezhou?Lahore”
international cargo route,
launched on January 13
this year, enhances trade
relations between China
and Pakistan, facilitating
smoother access for Chi-
nese brands into the Pa-
kistani market and easing
the entry of Pakistani
products into China. As
the cargo routes expand,
several safeguard mea-
sures have been imple-
mented. Ezhou Customs
now offers round-the-
clock customs clearance,
providing streamlined
services such as “one-

stop clearance” and
“one-click clearance.”

As a specialized
cargo hub, Huahu Inter-
national Airport saw its
international cargo
flights exceed 200 in a
single week in August,
with monthly flights sur-
passing 3,000 for the first
time, ranking third na-
tionally.

Chinese logistics
companies have further
optimized transportation
processes, significantly
enhancing delivery effi-
ciency.

With the support of
SF Logistics, the pine
nuts from Lahore reach
their Chinese destination
in just 24 hours, greatly
reducing transit times.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
National Resilience Day
is being observed
across the country on
Tuesday to express soli-
darity with the victims
of 2005 earthquake.

In their separate
messages on the occa-
sion, President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif
have called for focusing
on mitigating the im-
pacts

of climate change
through effective coor-
dination and construc-
tion of climate resilient
infrastructure.

In his message, the
President stressed the
need to educate the
people about disaster
risk management, and
mitigation, and actively
engage the communities
to promote a culture of
disaster preparedness.

He said amid the
catastrophe of 2005

earthquake our nation
displayed an unparalleled
spirit of resilience and
unity and generously
helped the affected
people.

In his message on
the occasion, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif said
the day is a motivation for
us to embrace the best
practices and implement
policies and strategies in
various sectors aimed at
fortifying our nation’s re-
silience.

He said Pakistan is
facing an immense impact
of climate change despite
not being responsible for
it.

He commended the
National Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(NDMA) for its response
towards such natural ca-
lamities.

Minister for Kashmir
Affairs and Gilgit
Baltistan Engineer Amir
Muqam has said the gov-

ernment will continue to
take more effective mea-
sures for making Paki-
stan a disaster-free
country. In his message
on the occasion of Na-
tional Resilience Day, he
expressed solidarity
with the victims of dev-
astating earthquake of
October, 2005.

The Minister
lauded the exemplary
role played by the insti-
tutions engaged in the
national reconstruction
following the earth-
quake.   Engineer Amir
Muqam also appreciated
the cooperation ex-
tended by the interna-
tional community fol-
lowing the deadly earth-
quake.

In Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, the National
Resilience Day is also
being observed to ex-
press solidarity with the
victims of 2005 devastat-
ing earthquake.

The day dawned
with special prayers in
mosques for high ranks
of the martyrs, the pros-
perity and development
of Pakistan and the early
liberation of the Indian
Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

Following the blow-
ing of siren, one-minute
silence was observed at
all district headquarters
at 08:52 am to pay re-
spect to the martyrs.

Quran Khawani,
prayer ceremonies, docu-
mentary shows depict-
ing events of miseries,
pictorial exhibitions,
awareness walks, candle
vigils, seminars and
speech contests are be-
ing held in all districts of
the state.

All three stations of
Azad Kashmir Radio are
broadcasting documen-
taries and discussions
on the observance of the
day.

SRINAGAR (INP): The
All Parties Hurriyat
Conference has reiter-
ated the Kashmiris de-
mand for implementing
the UN resolutions to
find out the long-pend-
ing solution to the
Kashmir dispute
through right to self-de-
termination.

According to
Kashmir Media Service,
the APHC spokesman,
Advocate Abdul
Rashid Minhas, in a
statement issued in
Srinagar said that de-
spite massive troop de-
ployment and state ma-
chinery,

the Bharatiya Janata
Party's humiliating defeat
in the sham elections in
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir is a clear indica-
tion that Kashmiris reject
India's occupation and
are not ready to compro-
mise on their right to self-
determination.

He said, the APHC
views the elections as a
drama staged by India to
perpetuate its illegal oc-
cupation, yet the out-
come underscores
Kashmir's status as an in-
ternational dispute.

The spokesman,
stressed that adhering to
the UN's January 5 reso-

lution is crucial for a last-
ing the Kashmir dispute.

“Permanent peace
in South Asia can only
be achieved by address-
ing the Kashmir dispute
justly, respecting the will
of the Kashmiri people.

The conference as-
serts that India has ob-
structed a fair solution
for over seven decades
and that military force
cannot suppress the
rightful struggle of
Kashmiris.

The APHC con-
demned Modi's actions
on August 5, 2019, for
violating UN resolu-
tions regarding Jammu

and Kashmir.
 It maintained that

Kashmiris have the right
to pursue a resolution
aligned with their aspira-
tions and that the inter-
national community
bears responsibility for
aiding in resolving the
dispute to ensure endur-
ing peace in South Asia.

The APHC spokes-
man called for an end to
the ongoing mili tary
suppression and military
actions against
Kashmiris.

He urged global
powers to facilitate a just
resolution of the Kash-
mir dispute.

QUETTA: Former Provincial Amir Jamaat-e-Islami Abdul Matin Akhunzada is meeting with Provin-
cial Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Noshirwani.

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary Transportation Engineer Abdul Majeed Badini is meeting with
Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti.

QUETTA: Activates of civil society hold protest against recent attack on Chinese Engineers.

China sees improving livelihood in 75 years
BEIJING (INP): Since the
founding of the People's
Republic of China 75
years ago, the living
standards of the Chi-
nese people have pro-
gressed from mere sub-
sistence to moderate
prosperity in all aspects.

The per capita dis-
posable income of
China's residents was
only 49.7 yuan (7.1 U.S.
dollars) in 1949, but
climbed to 39,218 yuan
in 2023, an increase of
75.8 times, or an annual
growth rate of 6 percent,
adjusted for inflation,
according to a report re-
leased by the National
Bureau of Statistics
(NBS).

R e m a r k a b l e
changes have been
made since China ush-
ered in the reform and
opening up in 1978. The
private economy has

developed rapidly, and
the national economy
has expanded at a high
speed.

Before the reform
and opening up, the con-
sumption level of resi-
dents was relatively low,
and household expendi-
tures were mainly used
for food, clothing and
daily necessities, but
now people are spending
more on durable goods
such as automobiles and
household appliances.

The changes can be
mirrored in the Engel's
coefficient, which mea-
sures food expenditures
as a proportion of total
household spending.
The index was 29.8 per-
cent in 2023, down 34.1
percentage points from
63.9 percent in 1978.

Take the household
home appliance owner-
ship for example, the av-

erage number of refrig-
erators per 100 house-
holds reached 103.4 at
the end of 2023, in con-
trast to merely 0.2 in
1981. The number of
household color TVs per
100 households stood at
107.8 at the end of 2023,
in contrast to 0.6 in 1981.
The number of house-
hold washing machines
per 100 households
stood at 98.2 at the end
of 2023, in contrast to 6.3
in 1981.

When the People's
Republic of China was
founded, the housing
conditions were rela-
tively poor.

After the reform
and opening up,  the
housing system has
transformed from welfare
housing allocation to
marketization, and the
shortage of housing for
urban and rural resi-

dents gradually eased.
The living conditions
became more comfort-
able and spacious.

The per capita hous-
ing floor area climbed 4.8
times in 2020 over 1978,
reaching 38.6 square
meters for urban resi-
dents and 46.8 square
meters for rural residents,
said the NBS report cit-
ing the seventh national
census results.

Chinese people are
enjoying longer life ex-
pectancy. The average
life expectancy reached
78.6 years in 2023, an in-
crease of 43.6 years com-
pared to the early days
of the People's Republic
of China.

At the end of 2023,
99.8 percent of the urban
communities had access
to highways, an increase
of 0.6 percentage points
from 2013.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister Mir Sadiq Umrani and former Senator Rozi Khan is meeting with
Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jafar Khan Mandokhail .
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PM says will not allow PTI to repeat 2014
dharna in Islamabad

Govt focuses on structural reforms in key
sectors of economy: Aurangzeb

CM Gandapur should clarify about his last
24-hour whereabouts: Tarar

Govt, Fazl to exchange constitutional
amendment drafts with a pinch of salt

PFA seals five restaurants on Motorways,
imposes fine on 132 food outlets

LAHORE (INP): The Punjab
Food Authority (PFA) con-
ducted extensive inspection of
food points located in
motorway service areas and
sealed five famous restaurants
besides imposing fine worth Rs
2.57 million to 132 food outlets.

The PFA spokesman said
on Tuesday that under the di-
rectives of the DG Food Au-
thority, food safety teams con-
ducted checks at 884 food out-
lets along the motorways and
got registered one case while
notices for corrective actions
were issued to 682 foods out-
lets. The inspections also led
to the confiscation of one
maund of substandard used oil
and over seven maunds of ex-
pired snacks and beverages.

During inspection, expired

items were discovered on the
shelves, alongside a lack of nec-
essary records, prompting im-
mediate action. DG PFA Asim
Javed reported that expired
cold drinks, snacks, and vari-
ous confectionery items were
found ready for sale. The in-
spections also revealed unsani-
tary conditions, including moldy
freezers and poor cleanliness
standards, with non-food grade
utensils being used. The PFA
is not only focusing on
motorway service areas but is
also inspecting food points at
truck stops, bus stands, railway
stations, and along GT Road.

The DG PFA said that all
items sold at these food points
must be approved by the
Punjab Food Authority. He
cautioned that consuming sub-

standard food products can
lead to various health hazards.

Business owners are ad-
vised to purchase only from
Punjab Food Authority-li-
censed suppliers to ensure
quality. The DG emphasized
that food points located on
motorways M1, M2, and M3
must adhere to high standards
of food safety, warning that
strict actions will be taken
against violators.

Travelers are encouraged
to check the quality of food
items before making purchases
at service areas and to report
any complaints by calling 1223.
The PFA is committed to en-
suring that all travelers have
access to safe and quality food
during their journeys, the DG
added.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
vowed that he will not allow the
Imran Khan-founded Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) to re-
peat what it did through its 2014
sit-in.

The ruling Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
has time and again blamed the
PTI for compromising
Pakistan's economy as Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping had

cancelled his visit to
Islamabad due to the 126-day-
long dharna.

Currently, as the main op-
position party's protests take
place in the federal capital, the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) head of
states' summit is set to take
place on October 15 and 16.

Top officials from China,
Russia, India, and other nations
who are part of the regional
organisation will attend the
conference — in Islamabad's
Red Zone — and if a protest
is going on in the capital, it will
pose a security threat.

"I will not allow the repeat
of 2014 the conspiracy that
took place. We will not allow
this, we will not tolerate this at
all. This is my promise to the
nation," the prime minister told
his cabinet members on Tues-
day.

The PTI has said that it is
protesting for the "indepen-
dence of the judiciary" and the
release of its founder Imran
Khan. The party leaders have
said that they will not step back
unless the former prime min-
ister asks them.

PM Shehbaz, while slam-
ming the opposition party, said
that the PTI had done nothing
except create chaos and divide
the nation. He said neither did
the party bring back money to
the country while it was in
power nor did it end corrup-
tion — claims that were part
of its election manifesto.

Recalling 2014 once more,
he said that the Chinese
president's dates for the visit
were fixed, but the PTI went
ahead with its sit-in, disregard-

ing its economy and global im-
age.

"The Government of Pa-
kistan tried its best, but they
[PTI] refused to postpone their
sit-in. I was shocked to know
about the delay of the Chinese
president's visit," the prime min-
ister said.

Moving on, he informed
the cabinet that after meeting
the Chinese ambassador in
Pakistan a day earlier, he had
assured him of foolproof secu-
rity for Chinese nationals in
Pakistan, following the deadly
airport blast.

He stressed that the
economy is moving towards
the right direction. PM Shehbaz
added that the army men are
sacrificing their lives for the
nation, and at the same time,
Chinese nationals are being
killed in Pakistan.

He also called PTI's plans
"nefarious" and said that it has
been established without a
shadow of a doubt that Afghan
nationals were involved in the
party's protests.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, National Heri-
tage and Culture Attaullah
Tarar said.

Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Gandapur should tell the people
where he had been during the
past 24 hours.

A campaign was launched
across the country that
Gandapur had been abducted,
he said, citing the allegations
leveled by the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)  lead-
ers against every other institu-
tion in the country.

Talking to the media, he
denounced the “drama” or-

chestrated by the PTI on “dis-
appearance” of the CM KPK
who brought the PTI workers
to Islamabad, fled to the

KP House in Islamabad,
and then abandoned them to
return to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
covertly.

“The question is very
simple that where was he (the
CM KP) during the last 24
hours,” the minister said while
lashing out the PTI for launch-
ing a malicious  campaign
against the institutions and the
individuals during the last 24
hours.

 He said the CM KP is an
“irresponsible person” who did
politics over the law  and or-

der and tried to damage the
image of the country.

The minister asked the
CM KP why he left his people
and fled from the scene to hide
in the KP House and then to
run away to Peshawar. The
history had no such

an instance where a per-
son led a mob and then aban-
doned them, he said asking the
PTI why it created the whole
drama.

The minister criticized the
CM KP’s attempt to damage
the image of Pakistan and de-
stroy law and order, and on top
of that for taking the life of a
Constable Hameed who got
martyred.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Finance and Revenue
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb
has said the government is fo-
cused on ensuring that Pakistan
stays on the course of structural
reforms in core sectors of
economy, including energy, SOEs,
privatization,  taxation and
rightsizing of government.

Talking to a group of inves-
tors led by Barclays, who called
on him at Finance Division on
Tuesday, he said that in the past
Pakistan has been seen as a
single-tranche country but time
has come to remove this percep-
tion and implement the structural
benchmarks agreed under the
programme with the IMF to en-
sure permanence to the macroeco-
nomic stability.

Muhammad Aurangzeb
briefed the delegation on various
policy interventions and initia-
tives implemented during the last
12 months to reform the economy
and also gave them an overview
of the growth and macroeconomic
stability in key economic indica-
tors, including twin deficits, stable
currency, foreign exchange re-
serves, and inflation that remained
“a big story throughout the year”.

He said the current macro-
economic stability was an out-
come of a successful conclusion
of nine-month IMF Stand-by
Agreement, initiated by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
implemented with discipline,
rigour and vigour by the caretaker
administration, paving the way for

a larger and longer EFF to bring
permanence to the macroeconomic
stability and implement structural
reforms.

The finance minister high-
lighted a positive outcome of the
macroeconomic stability for Paki-
stan was its ability to not only
clear the Letters of Credit and Im-
port backlogs by May and June
last year, but also clear the pay-
ments of profits and dividends
close to $ 2 billion to foreign in-
vestors.

He said the new fiscal year
had started on a clean slate and
noted the continuation of macro-
economic stability in the first quar-
ter with current account deficit
remaining under control due to
strong remittances, healthy RDA
flows and exports showing posi-
tive trends in terms of diversifica-
tion and a higher delta in IT ex-
ports and services as per August
figures.

Muhammad Aurangzeb also
referred to credit upgrades by the
international credit rating agen-
cies and shared plans to access
the international capital markets.
He said the government had sent
some powerful signals to the lo-
cal market by scrapping some
bank auctions to convey the mes-
sage that it was under no despera-
tion to borrow and it would only
borrow at more palatable rates.

He said the government
wanted the banks to start lending
to the private sector on impersonal
terms and also mentioned the in-
centives offered to banks in the

budget this year for increasing
their micro lending to the private
sector, particularly agriculture, IT
ecosystem and the SME sector.

The finance minister also
briefed the delegation about vari-
ous steps and measures taken by
the government to demonstrate
its seriousness to implement the
reforms agenda.

Including the signing of a
National Fiscal Pact between the
federation and its four units to
implement reforms in various sec-
tors.

 He said the government’s
vision was simple and it was to let
the private sector lead the growth
with policy framework and conti-
nuity provided by the govern-
ment.

To a question, Aurangzeb
noted a big drop in the inflation
figures from a 38-pc high of last
year to a 44-month low of 6.9 per
cent in September this year, was a
strong marker of economic recov-
ery.

The members of the Barclays
Investors delegation lauded the
Minister for his through roundup
of the Pakistan economy, and ex-
pressed their appreciation for the
way “things have started looking
up in Pakistan”.

 They also appreciated the
structural reforms and stability
visible in different sectors of the
economy, and evinced keen inter-
est in exploring opportunities for
participating in the growth of Pa-
kistan economy though invest-
ment and business collaborations.

ISLAMABAD (INP) After month-
long manoeuvering by the federal
government to convince Jamiat-
Ulema-e-Islam- Fazl (JUI-F) chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman on

its intended constitutional
package, the government seems
to have conceded to Maulana’s
demands in order to seek his sup-
port in bringing the constitutional
amendment.

According to the parliamen-
tary sources, it has been decided
that the sessions of both houses
of parliament will be summoned
after the much-awaited Shanghai

Cooperation Organization (SCO)
summit.

Rumours have it that the
Maulana will present his draft on
the constitutional amendment to
the government within two to
three days while the Pakistan
Muslim

League-Nawaz (PML-N) and
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
will also exchange their drafts with
the JUI-F chief.

Sources said the amend-
ments to the procedure for the
appointments of judges would be
proposed in the second phase

while amendments regarding es-
tablishment of  the constitutional
court and appointments of its
judges would be brought first.

Earlier, a government delega-
tion led by Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar met JUI-F chief
Maulana Falur Rehman to secure
his support for the proposed  con-
stitutional amendment.  The del-
egation included Khawaja Saad
Rafique, Nayyar Bukhari, Naveed
Qamar and Sherry Rehman while
JUI-F leaders Abdul Ghafoor
Haideri and Aslam Ghauri also
participated in the meeting.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb held a
meeting with a group of Ivestors led by Barclays at the Finance Division.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on
relief activities for Palestine.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh in a meeting with the
representatives of Hutchison Ports Company.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Industries and Production, Rana Tanveer Hussain chairing the
meeting of Sugar Advisory Board.

Constitution supreme document; to be strengthened
through amendment: Governor

FAISALABAD (INP): Punjab
Governor Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan said on Tuesday
the constitution was a supreme
document which would be
strengthened through constitu-
tional amendment.

Addressing the District
Bar Association (DBA), he
said amendments would be
made after due process of con-
sultation with all stakeholders
including lawyers.

He said that PPP wanted
a strategic balance between ju-
dicial commission and parlia-
mentary party with a focused
vision to strengthen the democ-
racy.

He said that all decisions
must be made on merit and
there should be no room to
speculate decisions on the ba-

sis of bench formulation.
He said that his party had

offered unprecedented sacri-
fices for the independence of
judiciary.

 “I was in forefront of the
movement for the restoration
of former chief justice Iftikhar
Chaudhry”, he said and added
that upon his restoration,
Iftikhar Chaudhry smartly ig-
nored the lawyers as well as
political parties.

He said that constitutional
amendment had become a
buzzword today. Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari intended to add
some constitutional amend-
ments with a clear objective to
strengthen the democracy and
parliamentary system of the
country.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

had visited different bars in
Karachi and Balochistan and
he would soon visit Faisalabad
to further clarify the party
stand on the constitutional
amendments, he added.

The Governor Punjab sup-
ported the demand of High
Court Bench in Faisalabad and
assured of his full cooperation
in this regard.

Earlier, President DBA
Mian Anwaar-ul-Haq Advo-
cate

presented the demand of
Lahore High Court bench in
Faisalabad and said that differ-
ent governments had intention-
ally skipped this issue which
was deemed imperative to pro-
vide justice to 25 million people
of this region at their door
steps.


