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PTI sets condition to withdraw
from protest on Oct 15

Bugti Tribesmen Protest in
Quetta: Claim Kacha Dacoits

Controlling Police Transfers and
Postings in Sindh

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: On Sunday, Bugti
tribesmen staged a protest out-
side the Quetta Press Club, ac-
cusing Kacha dacoits of influ-
encing high-level transfers and
postings within the Sindh police.
The protesters claimed that the
dacoits were exerting undue con-
trol over police decisions, a mat-
ter that has caused concern
within their community.

The protesters, led by Mir Ali
Hyder Bugti, Deen Muhammad
Bugti voiced their grievances
and demanded action from the
Sindh government. Mir Ali Hyder
Bugti stated,

“We cannot allow criminals to dic-
tate law enforcement in Sindh.

The Kacha dacoits have not only
abducted two of our fellow
tribesmen but are also meddling
in police affairs.”

Deen Muhammad Bugti echoed
these sentiments, calling on the
authorities to act swiftly. “The
silence from the Sindh govern-
ment and police is unacceptable.
We demand the immediate re-
lease of our tribesmen and an
investigation into these unlaw-
ful police postings,” he said.

There was no immediate response
from the Sindh government or
police regarding the allegations.
The Bugti tribesmen have vowed
to continue their protest until
their demands are addressed.

National Party Punjab Elects New
Leadership at Islamabad Convention

From Our Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD: The National Party
Punjab Wahdat convention was
held on October 13, 2024, at the
party’s G14 office in Islamabad,
chaired by National Party Cen-
tral Secretary General, Senator
Jan Muhammad Buledi. Del-
egates from 22 districts of
Punjab attended the event.

During the session, condolences
were expressed for the recent
passing of senior National Party
Punjab leader, Afzal Mehmood,
whose contributions to the
party were honored. At the start,
National Party Punjab President
Ayub Malik dissolved the Pro-
vincial Cabinet and Working
Committee and announced the
formation of a new Election
Commission. Members actively
participated in the elections,
with Ayub Malik re-elected as
president and Talib Hussain
chosen as secretary general.

Several leaders, including newly
elected cabinet members and
district presidents, addressed
the convention. Talib Hussain
emphasized the need for stron-

ger organization in Punjab,
while senior leader Nasir Zaidi
discussed Pakistan’s 77-year
political decline and its conse-
quences. Former MPA Yasmin
Lahri reaffirmed the party’s com-
mitment to oppressed nations
and classes, while MNA
Phuleen Baloch congratulated
the new leadership.

In his remarks, Senator Jan

Muhammad Buledi condemned
attempts to stoke tensions be-
tween Punjab and Balochistan,
pledging the National Party’s
role in countering such con-
spiracies. Newly elected Presi-
dent Ayub Malik stressed the
party’s goal of establishing a re-
lationship between the people
and the state based on the Con-
stitution and civilian supremacy.

Kohlu Deputy Commissioner
Dismisses 9 Officials for

 Absenteeism
Yousaf Marri:

KOHLU: In a decisive move to
enforce discipline, Deputy Com-
missioner Kohlu, Aqeel Baloch,
has dismissed nine government
officials, including a Levies
Dafdar, for extended absentee-
ism.

The district administration issued
a formal notification regarding
the dismissals.

According to Deputy Commis-
sioner Baloch, these officials had
been absent from duty for an ex-
tended period.

“We are taking strict actions
against employees neglecting
their duties across all depart-
ments of the district,” he said.

In addition to dismissals, the
Deputy Commissioner empha-
sized that salary deductions have
been implemented for absent em-

ployees.
Notices have also been issued,
demanding explanations for their
continued absence.

 “Where necessary, dismissals
will follow if employees fail to
provide valid reasons,” he
added.

The district administration of
Kohlu is committed to address-
ing public concerns efficiently
and ensuring that government
departments function smoothly.

“Our priority is to solve the prob-

lems of the public by ensuring
government officials fulfill their
duties responsibly,” Aqeel
Baloch stated.

This development highlights
Kohlu’s ongoing efforts to im-
prove governance and account-
ability across the district.

Two Injured in
Landmine Explosion
in Sibi, Balochistan

Nashad Baloch:

SIBI: Two individuals were
seriously injured in a landmine ex-
plosion in Mal Goraij village, lo-
cated in the Sibi district of
Balochistan.

The victims were rushed to
a nearby hospital for emergency
treatment, where their condition
remains critical.

The explosion prompted a
swift response from local levies
forces, who immediately
cordoned off the area.

Investigators have begun
probing the incident to deter-
mine the source of the landmine
and prevent further threats to
the community.

Landmine incidents in
Balochistan remain a critical
concern, with local authorities
working to ensure the safety of
residents in affected regions.

Man Killed in Fish
Market Shooting in

Turbat
From Our Correspondent:

TURBAT: A tragic shooting
occurred today at the Fish
Market in Turbat, claiming the
life of Yaqoob, son of
Muhammad Khan, a resident of
Quetta.

According to initial reports,
Yaqoob was fatally shot, and his
body has been shifted to
District Headquarters Hospital
(DHQ) Turbat for further
procedures.

Police have arrived at the
scene and launched an investi-
gation into the incident.

Details surrounding the
motive and identity of the
assailant are still unclear, and
authorities are working to gather
more information.

Local residents expressed
shock over the violent act, and
authorities are urging anyone
with information to come
forward.

Second Cohort of
Balochistan Graduates
Selected for Reko Diq

 Development Program
News Desk:

KARACHI: Eighteen young
graduates from Balochistan have
been selected for the 2024 Reko
Diq International Graduate Devel-
opment Program (IGP) organized
by the Reko Diq Mining Company
(RDMC) under the operation of
Barrick.

The program, launched in
2023, provides hands-on, two-
year training at world-class min-
ing sites in Argentina and Zam-
bia. Barrick CEO Mark Bristow
welcomed the cohort during a cer-
emony in Karachi, urging partici-
pants to embrace this opportu-
nity.

Selected through a competi-
tive process from over 3,000 ap-
plicants, the group includes four

women, showcasing Barrick’s
commitment to gender diversity
in the mining sector. Participants
hold degrees in fields such as Elec-
trical Engineering, Mining Engi-
neering, and Environmental Sci-
ences.

Graduates represent districts
across Balochistan, including
Panjgur,  Quetta, and Chagai. The
program aims to bridge the skills
gap, foster local empowerment,
and contribute to regional eco-
nomic development.

Barrick’s focus on cross-bor-
der learning further strengthens
the capacity of the local
workforce, preparing them to lead
and contribute to mining opera-
tions in Pakistan.

Chinese premier Li due in Islamabad on
Monday for 4-day visit

NEWS DESK: Chinese Premier
Li Qiang is scheduled to un-
dertake a four-day bilateral visit
to Islamabad from October 14
to 17 to meet Pakistan’s civil
and military leadership, as well
as attend the Meeting of the
Council of the Heads of Gov-
ernment of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization (SCO),
the Associated Press of Paki-
stan (APP) reports.

His visit comes just days after
the Oct 6 suicide attack near
Karachi’s Jinnah International
Airport which killed two Chi-
nese nationals and injured 11
others, including another Chi-
nese citizen.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Monday assured the Chi-
nese of personally overseeing
the investigation into the at-
tack.

“After identifying those respon-
sible for the incident as soon
as possible, they will be
brought to justice. Protection
of life and property of our Chi-
nese brothers in Pakistan is our
first priority.

Three days after the attack, po-
lice registered a first informa-

tion report (FIR) against lead-
ers of the outlawed Baloch Lib-
eration Army (BLA) and oth-
ers. The separatist group had
claimed responsibility for the
attack, which also damaged 15
vehicles.

The police believe the BLA, al-
legedly with the assistance of
a hostile foreign intelligence
agency, aimed to sabotage Pa-
kistan-China relations by tar-
geting Chinese nationals,
among other objectives.

China said on Thursday it would
work with Pakistan to protect
the safety and security of Chi-
nese personnel and projects
and institutions in Pakistan.

According to APP, Premier Li
will be accompanied by minis-
ters and senior officials includ-
ing from the ministries of for-
eign affairs and commerce, the
National Development and Re-
form Commission and the
China International Develop-
ment Cooperation Agency, ac-
cording to a curtain raiser is-
sued by the Foreign Office on
Sunday. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and his Chinese
counterpart will lead their re-

spective delegations to compre-
hensively discuss all aspects of
Pakistan-China relations, in-
cluding economic and trade
ties and cooperation under the
China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC). The two sides
will also discuss regional and
global developments.

The Chinese premier will call on
President Asif Ali Zardari and
hold meetings with parliamen-
tary leaders and senior military
leadership of Pakistan. He will
also attend the Meeting of the
Council of the Heads of Gov-
ernment of the SCO, being
held in Islamabad on October
15 and 16. Premier Li’s visit
to Islamabad is an expression
of the importance attached by
Pakistan and China to their
“All-Weather Strategic Coop-
erative Partnership”, APP re-
ported. It will be an occasion
for the two sides to reaffirm
mutual support on issues of
core interest, advance the
high-quality development of
CPEC, and reinforce regular
exchanges on important re-
gional and global develop-
ments, the reporte added.

Motorcyclists ride past a billboard featuring images of China’s Premier Li Qiang (C), Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and President
Asif Ali Zardari at a closed Red Zone near the venue of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Islamabad
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Is climate change responsible for irregular weather patterns
Laiba Fatima:

Climate change is

actually increase in
greenhouse gas emis-
sions which brought
significant changes in
Earth’s weather pat-
terns. it is character-
ized by changes in
weather over a longer
period of species
merely abnormal
variations to the cli-
mate and its effect on
different parts of the
earth the many causes
contribute to climate
change such as indus-
trial processes that re-
lease greenhouse
gases such as Meth-
ane (CH4) and nitrous
struggle practices, use
of refrigerants and

defor es ta t i on ,
Biodiversity loss as
species struggle to

adapt to a changing
environment. With the
increase in earth’s
temperature since
1986, the winter sea-
son temperature of
contiguous 48 states
have

increased by
nearly 3°F, while
spring temperatures
have increased by
about 2°F and same is
the case with summer
and fall temperature e
which record an in-
crease of about 1.5°F.
The pattern of ex-
treme weather condi-
tions has become
more common over
the past decades in the
United States such as
irregular have been re-
corded on hot summer
days(high) and the
same is true with hot

summer nights(high) at
even faster rate. A
Due to an abrupt
change in weather pat-
terns has caused the
southwest to experi-
ence less precipitation
than normal However
the activities of a tropi-
cal storm in the Atlan-
tic Ocean, the Gulf of
Mexico, and Carib-
bean has surpased dur-
ing the past 20 years.
The southern united
states is very sensitive
to alter weather con-
dition

specially to tem-
perature and to
drought small changes
in the availability of
water specially in this
arid region will cost
them suppress there
natural systems.

Bangladesh has

been fighting the ef-
fects of climate
change for decades.
Due to rising sea lev-
els coastal communi-
ties and island nations
are at higher risk as-
sociated with climate
crisis. Bangladesh is at
number 7 on

 German watch’s
Climate risk Index
(CRI) for cumulative
risk between 2000
and 2019, same is the
case with Philippines.
In short I can sum up
that Man is the only
contributor of climate
change and irregular

weather patterns.
Day by day trees have
been cut down for

construction pur-
poses . Our life is to-
tally dependent on
trees as tree is a natu-

ral sunk of CO2( car-
cinogenic gas) if trees
have been cut down in
the same manner who
will absorb CO2 and in
the end will accumu-
late in air rising the
temperature and
evaporation Climate
change is a serious
concern which is cost-
ing our lives we need
to stop this.  We have
to create awareness
among people about
climate change by ar-
ranging seminars on
this issue, by cutting on
tree we have to plant
10 more

trees in place of
this only this we can
save our planet from
this devastative pro-
cess which is costing
our ecosystem and
biodiversity

The effect of pollution on the nutritional status of infants
Marwa Amin:

Pollution is a global

problem which is in-
creasing day by day.
Pollution not only de-
stroy our natural envi-
ronment but also our
human health. Its
harmful effects on res-
piratory system is well
documented not only
on humans but also in-
fants killing them pre-
maturely. According
to WHO About 92%
of people are living in
the world where the
air quality is unhealthy
and specially when in-
fants breathe in such
polluted air it badly ef-
fect their respiratory
system which is un-
derdeveloped.

 However polluted
air accounts for 20%
of newborn deaths

worldwide, having
complications of low
birth weight and
preterm birth.

Children are more
vulnerable to pollution
as compare to adults
as their bodies are not
fully develop and their
developing lungs and
brain are more prone
to air pollution, same is
the case with their im-
mune system which
are weaker than adults
it mostly increase the
risk of respiratory dis-
eases (pneumonia,
asthma and premature
death) and their ability
to fight it. It also affect
the learning and devel-
opmental potential of a
child for example
when a child get sick
it might miss their
school which further

limit their learning pro-
cess.. as per records in
2019, 476,000 infants
died in their first month
of life from health af-
fects associated with
air pollution exposure.

The uncontrollable
death of infants asso-
ciated with air pollution
are related mostly to
household air pollution
while rest are due to
PM2.5.

In sub-Saharan
African nearly 86%
(236,000) deaths of in-
fants is associated with
household air pollution
while in south Asia
death trolls of infants
reaches to
50%(186,000) attribut-
able to household Air
pollution.

As far as concern
with Pakistan so it

record a highest death
troll of infants in a year
and pneumonia is a
leading cause of it .
Biomas fuel ( wood,
crop residues, animal
dung) which is mostly
used in every house of
Pakistan leading to in-
complete combustion
which cause a serious
health concern spe-
cially in infants which
are developing.

C o n t a mi n a t e d
water resources also
cause diarrhea in chil-
dren.

Pollution can also
cause long term con-
sequences i.e. Malnu-
trition, stunted growth
and impaired immune
system. We need to
stop this we have to
grow our infant in pol-
lution free environ-

ment.
Efforts must be

made to reduce pollu-
tion globally this will be
crucial not only for
current generations
but also for future gen-
erations.

Trees must be
planted as it clean the
air. While playing chil-
dren should be re-
stricted to their home.
Seminars should be
arrange for public
awareness against this
evil.

Industrial waste
should be disposed off
at safer side which
should not pollute air
quality and also water.
Small steps should be
taken to abolish pollu-
tion, only this we can
save our infants from
premature death.

Lopsided economic reforms
BY Ali Tauqeer Sheikh:

Rule by consultants
By Khurram Husain:

Public-Private Partnerships: A Solution
to Balochistan’s Education Crisis

Editorial:

The recent dismissal of 114 absentee teachers in Balochistan marks a pivotal
moment in the province’s long-overdue effort to address the crisis in its  edu-
cation sector. With an inquiry underway against an additional 2,000 teachers,
the Balochistan government is sending a clear message: education is no longer
to be taken lightly. Chronic absenteeism has plagued the region’s schools for
years, compromising the quality of education for countless children. The ac-
tions taken by the provincial government, under the leadership of  Education
Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani, reflect a commendable commitment to
accountability, transparency, and educational reform.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti deserves appreciation for
upholding the banner of merit in teachers recruitment and directing the educa-
tion department to make sure out of school children are in schools.

This bold move is not an isolated effort but part of a broader strategy that
includes reopening 400 previously non-functional schools, enhancing educa-
tional infrastructure, and establishing School Management Committees (SMCs)
to engage local communities in governance. These initiatives are critical in a
province where vast rural areas and underdeveloped regions have long suf-
fered from a lack of access to quality education. Reopening these schools,
particularly in remote areas, will expand educational opportunities and bring
long-term benefits to underserved communities.

However, while these steps are vital, Balochistan faces deep-seated struc-
tural challenges that will require more comprehensive solutions. The province’s
shortage of educational facilities, coupled with the continued lack of qualified
and committed teachers, underscores the need for further innovation.

In this context, an approach recently introduced by the Punjab govern-
ment could offer a promising model. Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz has an-
nounced plans to hand over thousands of government-run schools to public-
private partnerships (PPPs) to improve the quality of education. This initiative
seeks to leverage the expertise and resources of the private sector to address
inefficiencies within the public system. Balochistan, with its unique challenges,
could benefit greatly from such a strategy.

The PPP model could provide much-needed support in teacher training,
curriculum development, and school management. By incorporating private
sector efficiency with public accountability, it could address the chronic prob-
lems of absenteeism and infrastructure development. It also allows for innova-
tive educational approaches, as well as better oversight through community
involvement, echoing the role SMCs are already playing in Balochistan.

While the province’s government has made significant strides in improv-
ing the educational landscape, adopting and adapting the PPP model could be
a game changer. A partnership between public and private entities has the
potential to create a sustainable system, offering both modern educational
resources and stringent oversight to ensure that students receive the educa-
tion they deserve.

Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani’s vision of a robust, effective education
system is laudable, and the ongoing reforms are a step in the right direction.
But if Balochistan is to truly turn the page on its troubled education sector, it
must embrace innovative solutions like public-private partnerships to bring
about the transformative changes that its children so desperately need. Only
by doing so can the province ensure a brighter, more promising future for the
next generation.

IT is odd that the gov-

ernment has recruited
former State Bank gov-
ernor Reza Baqir as a
consultant to work on
building its Sovereign
Wealth Fund. Baqir has
little experience building
organisations. Besides,
his tenure at the State
Bank has left a legion of
unanswered questions.

Baqir entered the
State Bank amid high in-
flation and an abrupt
change of guard at the
finance ministry, when
Asad Umar was ousted
unceremoniously to be
replaced with Hafeez
Shaikh. Pakistan signed
an IMF programme
within a fortnight of
Shaikh’s arrival, some-
thing Umar had
struggled with for almost
seven months.

Interest rates were
already high in those
days since Pakistan was
still recovering from se-

vere balance-of-pay-
ments stress as well as a
period of high inflation
fuelled by record-high
printing of money. Direct
government borrowing
as a proportion of total
broad money supply
crossed 50 per cent in
May 2019, having spi-
ralled from early 2017.

The State Bank had
already hiked interest
rates all through the pre-
ceding year, but from
May raised them by 250
basis points to 13.25pc
where they stayed till
Covid-19 hit. Baqir took
a hit from all directions
for this aggressive mon-
etary policy. He had a
hostile reception from
the business commu-
nity, and rumours
swirled that at one event
some attendees tried to
physically accost him.
His attempts to explain
the high interest rates
were not working, but he
himself remained stead-

fast about the need for a
tight monetary policy in
order to combat inflation.

It worked. Inflation
came down, and by early
2020, the economy was
beginning to stabilise, in
a situation very similar to
the one we are in now,
with inflation coming off
its peaks, the primary
deficit closing, reserves
stabilising, the current
account deficit narrow-
ing but growth still re-
maining moribund.

Is Pakistan ready for
growth? I asked Hafeez
Shaikh during those
days. His answer was no,
not yet.

Indicators showed
Pakistan’s inflation was
far more aggravated than
its peers.

But then, Covid-19
hit  and everything
changed. Immediately,
the IMF programme was
suspended, a $1.4 billion
emergency funding line
was thrown to Pakistan

by the Fund, with more
dollars from the World
Bank and the Asian De-
velopment Bank, a debt
service suspension ini-
tiative was availed by
the country and interest
rates were slashed to 7pc
in a historic series of rate
cuts. A string of
subsidised credit
schemes were an-
nounced by the State
Bank that were premised
on printing money.

The idea was to
support the economy
during the period of
lockdowns.

 However, in Paki-
stan, the government of
the day took the money
from the international
community but lifted the
lockdowns after barely a
fortnight.

What ensued was
one of the sharpest
growth rebounds in the
country’s history, taking
everyone by surprise.
Flush with liquidity, both

domestic as well as for-
eign, coupled with large
idle capacity, economic
growth registered the
strongest revival ever in
Pakistan’s history, going
from nearly zero to 7pc
in one year.

The elation in the
government was also
historic. Rarely have I
seen ministers from gov-
ernment and supporters
of a political party cel-
ebrate the return of
growth with such exu-
berant fanfare. But there
was a problem: it was all
temporary.

Months into the re-
vival of growth, Shaikh
began talking once more
to the Fund for the re-
vival of the programme,
and by March of 2021,
around the same time as
the growth figures were
coming in for the post-
Covid year, the first
programme revival was
negotiated.

The whole stimu-

lus-lead growth euphoria
was set to end, almost as
soon as it began.

But Khan fired
Shaikh within days of the
programme revival and
replaced him with
Shaukat Tarin.

And thence began
the problem. Nobody
was in the mood to un-
wind the stimulus and
return to the Fund
programme now that the
Covid threat had passed,
and Baqir obliged.

Nobody wanted in-
terest rates hiked or the
exchange rate devalued.
In May of 2021, the first
signs of instability
landed on Pakistan’s
shores as the exchange
rate began gyrating and
inflation began register-
ing hikes once more.

This was the mo-
ment for Baqir to urge the
government to return to
a saner monetary policy
coupled with sound fis-
cal bases.  Instead,

through those months,
even as Tarin an-
nounced an outlandishly
extravagant budget, the
State Bank kept interests
low, even as the system
began gyrating with
price instability with
each passing month. By
November 2021, the
State Bank moved into
emergency mode as in-
flation turned into a rag-
ing fire, but it was too
late. By 2022, when he
left, Pakistan was on its
way to being engulfed
by a ferocious inflation-
ary fire.

While he blamed
this on global factors,
indicators showed
Pakistan’s inflation was
far more aggravated
than its peers, in the re-
gion or its own credit rat-
ing or any other cat-
egory.

South Asia had av-
erage inflation of 7pc in
2023, where Pakistan
saw more than 25pc. All

this was on the former
SBP governor’s watch,
whose central  bank
touted i ts monetary
stimulus being equal to
5pc of GDP as one of its
signature successes.
The resultant inflation-
ary fire was ours to
handle.

Baqir had begun his
tenure amid high infla-
tion, caused by large-
scale money printing, re-
quiring high interest
rates.

 He left behind an
inflationary inferno fu-
elled by money printing
the scale of which has
few precedents in our
history, necessitating in-
terest rate peaks that
were also the highest
we’ve seen.

Today, he is back to
advise the government
on how to build a Sover-
eign Wealth Fund. My
only wish is that history
should not be made
again.

A RECENT article by

Nathan Porter, IMF’s
Pakistan mission chief,
on ‘Revitalising
Pakistan’s economy’ in
Dawn provided a com-
prehensive overview of
the key considerations
and decisions vis-à-vis
the Extended Fund Fa-
cility (EFF) that will
guide our economic re-
form challenges up to
October 2027. However,
a crucial element was
overlooked — climate
change.

Pakistan cannot af-
ford to delay climate ac-
tion any longer. The ab-
sence of any mention of
climate risks highlights
a significant gap in the
Fund’s approach to
Pakistan’s economic
turnaround. This over-
sight is particularly of
concern since our fiscal
policy is not designed to
support climate resil-
ience and mitigation ef-
forts while pursuing
macroeconomic stability.

Despite the success

of the recent Stand-by
Agreement (SBA), we
still grapple with re-
source scarcity, which
makes it challenging to
address development
and climate resilience.
We have thus far not in-
tegrated climate consid-
erations into budgetary
processes, revenue gen-
eration, and expenditure
management.

The article rightly
mentions that Pakistan
faces significant fiscal
constraints, including
high public debt, budget
deficits, and limited rev-
enue collection — con-
straints that limit our abil-
ity to allocate resources
for climate adaptation
and mitigation.

Pakistan needs to
implement reforms that
balance economic
growth with climate resil-
ience.

Given its high vul-
nerability to climate di-
sasters, Pakistan faces
further straining of its fis-
cal resources. The
floods of 2022 vividly il-

lustrated this vulnerabil-
ity, affecting over 33 mil-
lion people and causing
damage estimated at $30
billion, equivalent to
nearly 10pc of GDP. This
single event underscores
the magnitude of cli-
mate-related fiscal risks.
More floods on this scale
would wash away any
gains made under the
SBA and promised under
the EFF.

There is a clear link
between fiscal policy and
exposure to climate-trig-
gered disasters, chiefly
manifested through fiscal
policy trade-offs. The
binding constraints force
policymakers to prioritise
between the immediate
financial crunch and
long-term resilience in-
vestments. This necessi-
tates integrating climate
risk into all aspects of
policymaking, while
seeking innovative fi-
nancing mechanisms,
and strengthening ca-
pacity to access and
utilise domestic and in-
ternational climate fi-

nance to expand the nar-
row fiscal space. Instead
of pursuing a blind-
folded reform agenda, a
case can be made that
Pakistan needs to imple-
ment well-planned fiscal
and institutional reforms
that balance economic
growth with climate re-
silience.

The linkages be-
tween climate vulnerabil-
ity and climate finance
are many, and reflect our
need to address immedi-
ate exposure while build-
ing long-term resilience.
Recognising and lever-
aging these linkages can
lead to more effective
and integrated ap-
proaches to building
overall resilience. Both
vulnerability reduction
and climate finance need
to prioritise community
resilience. The challenge
is to balance the imme-
diate response to ex-
treme weather events
with long-term resilience
investments.

Integration of cli-
mate considerations into

fiscal risk management
has become increasingly
important. Pakistan’s
Post-Disaster Needs As-
sessment, developed by
the Planning Commis-
sion after the 2022 floods,
created a bridge be-
tween immediate recov-
ery efforts and longer-
term resilience building.
Why, then, was the EFF
not climate-proofed?

Likewise, the debt
management office at the
Finance Division should
incorporate climate-re-
lated fiscal risks into its
debt sustainability
analyses and long-term
projections. This could
involve scenario plan-
ning that accounts for
potential climate shocks
and their impact on
Pakistan’s ability to ser-
vice its debt. There may
still be an opportunity
for the Planning Com-
mission and DMO to en-
gage the IMF for their
Climate Change Capac-
ity Building and Man-
agement Programme that
is designed.

Stressed hospitality
By F.S. Aijazuddin:

IN Pakistan we plan

with finesse, and then
execute in distress.

Some still recall the
obstacles placed by the
then chief minister
Punjab in the way of the
Lahore LitFest in earlier
years. Annoyed at the
criticism of his Orange
Line (a permanent un-
sightly scar across the
face of once lovely
Lahore), he withdrew
permission at the
penultimate minute for
the LLF to be held at the
Lahore Arts Council.

Hurriedly, the LLF
had to relocate to a local
hotel. To the chagrin of
the audience, attractions
like the Indian film star
Shar-mila Tagore could
be barely heard over the
noise of generators in
makeshift auditoria.

This year, the open-
ing of the Lahore
Biennale 2024, which by
its definition takes more
than a year to plan, fell
victim to politics. What
should have been a mo-
mentous, joyous event
for our country was
crippled by a dharna by
a disgruntled party.

Everyone with an
opinion has a right to

express their views. We
might, however, lea-rn a
lesson from the Japa-
nese. A visitor there
once noticed a trio of
Japanese factory work-
ers standing outside the
gate.

They held placards
listing their demands.
When asked, they ex-
plained that they were
on strike on behalf of all
their colleagues. There
was no need for the rest
of the workers to strike.
They would continue
working so that produc-
tion would not be inter-
rupted.

This year, the open-
ing of the Lahore
Biennale fell victim to
politics.

With us, protest is
synonymous with dis-
ruption. We cannot
complain without caus-
ing chaos.

A prequel to the
Lahore Biennale com-
pressed Lahore’s past
into its present. It was
an art exhibition held in
the house off Temple
Road where the author
Ved Mehta grew up in
the 1940s.

Ved’s family lived in
a mohalla known then as
Mehta gali. He made his

father’s house famous
(the gate still has the
marble plaque bearing the
name ‘Dr. Amolak Ram
Mehta’) in his autobiog-
raphy Face to Face (1957).
The house remains as his
family left it in 1947, sans
contents and sans its
soul.

Each room had been
converted into a mini gal-
lery, showcasing the tal-
ent of individual artists.
The inner courtyard
where Ved played be-
came a theatre. For an
hour, Lahore’s past was
recalled by a film — Life
in the Walled City of
Lahore — made by
Shireen Pasha in 1991.

Shireen studied at
the National College of
Arts, Lahore where her
talent as a painter glis-
tened like gold in a class
of dark lignite. She leaped
from the limitation of a
canvas to the big screen,
and from there to the wel-
coming arms of the West.

Her film on Lahore is
Kiplingesque. It shows
the daily routine of wres-
tlers, the round of milk-
men, the gleeful, competi-
tive abandon of kite-fly-
ing, the rhythm of work-
ers hammering silver into
wafer-thin slivers.
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Ronaldo scores in Portugal's Nations League
win as Spain sink Denmark

SL, WI look to make good on their
T20I promise

Israeli strikes kill 29 people in Gaza,
thousands trapped

South African former finance minister Tito
Mboweni dies at 65

Hezbollah foils Israeli troop infiltration
attempts in Lebanon

Sinner reaches Shanghai final, will end
year number one

JOHANNESBURG
(INP): South Africa's
former finance and
labour minister and
first Black central
bank governor Tito
Mboweni has died
aged 65 following a

brief illness, the
presidency said.

Mboweni was an
anti-apartheid activist
as a student who later
became democratic
South Africa's first
labour minister from
1994 to 1999 under
former President

Nelson Mandela. He
then served as gover-
nor of the South Afri-
can Reserve Bank for
a decade from 1999,
and later as finance
minister from 2018 to
2021 under

President Cyril
Ramaphosa.

"His role in shap-
ing our democratic fu-
ture particularly during
the dying days of
apartheid, cannot be
overstated," said his
party, the African Na-
tional

Congress, de-
scribing him as a
trusted voice in the
economic debates that
framed the transition
to democracy.

Mboweni helped
establish the post-
apartheid labour legis-
lation that lay the foun-
dation for collective
bargaining and labour
courts to uphold
worker rights,

the ANC said. As
central bank governor
he oversaw the intro-
duction of inflation tar-

geting to help the bank
achieve price stability.

He was a close
ally of Ramaphosa
and served on the
ANC's National Ex-
ecutive Committee,
which handles party
decisions.

"Given his sense
of vitality and ener-
getic and affable en-
gagement with fellow
South Africans, Dr
Mboweni's passing at
65 comes as a shock,"
said Ramaphosa in a
statement.

GAZA (INP):  Israeli mili-
tary strikes on Gaza
killed at least 29 Pales-
tinians, medics said, and
forces kept pushing
deeper into the Jabalia
area,  where interna-
tional relief agencies say
thousands of people are
trapped.

Residents said Is-
raeli forces continued to
pound Jabalia, in the
north of the enclave, the
largest of its historic
refugee camps, from the
air and ground.

Nineteen people
were killed in Gaza over-
night, and 10 more died
on Saturday evening af-
ter Israel struck two
houses in Jabalia and
the Nuseirat camp in
central Gaza. The death
toll could rise as many
of the wounded are in
critical condition, med-
ics said.

The Israeli military
published new evacua-
tion orders on Saturday
to two neighbourhoods
on the northern edge of
Gaza City, which also lies
in the north of the en-
clave,  saying the area
was a “dangerous com-
bat zone”.

In a statement,
Gaza’s Hamas-run inte-
rior ministry urged resi-
dents not to relocate
within northern areas of

the enclave and also to
avoid heading south
“where the occupation is
conducting continued
bombing and killing ev-
ery day in the areas it
claims to be safe”.

The Israeli military
said it had been operat-
ing against Hamas fight-
ers who had been using
civilian buildings and
said clear evacuation in-
structions had been is-
sued over recent days to
areas including the
Kamal Adwan Hospital.

It said an evacuation
convoy to take patients
from the hospital to Gaza
City had arrived on Sat-
urday with a supply of
fuel for the facility.

In recent days, the
military had said that
forces operating in
Jabalia and nearby areas
killed dozens of militants,
located weapons and
dismantled military infra-
structure. On Saturday, it
said more than 20 fight-
ers had been killed by
tank fire, close range
gunfire and airstrikes as
forces continued opera-
tions throughout the
Gaza Strip.

The operation in
this area began a week
ago and the military said
then it aimed to fight
against militants waging
attacks and to prevent

Hamas from regrouping.
Hamas denies that its
fighters deliberately use
civilian areas as bases.

Palestinian health
officials put the number
of people killed in Jabalia
over the past week at
around 150.

Palestinian and
United Nations officials
say there are no safe ar-
eas in Gaza. They have
also voiced concerns
over severe shortages of
food, fuel, and medical
supplies in northern
Gaza, and said there is a
risk of famine there.

Israel’s military cam-
paign in Gaza, aimed at
eliminating the militant
group Hamas, has killed
more than 42,000 Pales-
tinians since it began a
year ago, according to
Gaza’s health ministry,
and has laid waste to the
enclave.

The war began after
a Hamas-led assault on
Oct. 7, 2023, on southern
Israeli communities in
which 1,200 people were
killed and about 250 were
taken hostage, accord-
ing to Israeli tallies.

In a statement on
Saturday, Hamas said
Israel’s “massacre
against the civilians”
aimed to punish the resi-
dents of Jabalia for re-
fusing to leave their

homes. It also said it was
a sign of Israel’s military
failure to defeat the
group.

The armed wings of
Hamas, the Islamic Jihad,
and smaller other fac-
tions said their fighters
attacked Israeli forces in
Jabalia and nearby areas
with anti-tank rockets,
and mortar fire.

United Nations offi-
cials said on Friday an
Israeli offensive and
evacuation orders in
northern Gaza might af-
fect the second phase of
its polio vaccination
campaign set to start next
week.

The territory’s
health ministry an-
nounced on Saturday
that the campaign would
begin on Monday in cen-
tral Gaza Strip areas and
would last three days
before moving to other
territories.

Aid groups carried
out an initial round of
vaccinations last month
after a baby was partially
paralysed by the type 2
poliovirus in August, the
first such case in the ter-
ritory in 25 years.

As in the first
phase,  humanitarian
pauses in the fighting in
Gaza are planned, in or-
der to reach hundreds of
thousands of children.

SHANGHAI (INP):
Jannik Sinner beat
Tomas Machac 6-4, 7-5
to reach the Shanghai
Masters final and ensure
he finishes the year as
world number one.

Sinner will face ei-
ther Novak Djokovic --
a four-time Shanghai
champion -- or world
number seven Taylor
Fritz in the final on Sun-
day.

The 23-year-old
has been in top spot

since June and after his
ruthless semi-final vic-
tory will stay there until
at least the end of the
season, the first Italian to
do so. "It was only a
dream just to become
number one... Now finish-
ing (the year there) is
also a different feeling,"
the Italian said.

"It's a good feeling.
I'm very happy to achieve
this. It was an amazing
season for me and it's not
finished yet," he said,

adding that for now he
was "focused on tomor-
row". Sinner's meeting
with Machac got off to
an electric start when the
Czech broke in the first
game of their semi-final.

The 33rd-ranked
Machac was looking to
repeat his giant-slaying
of Thursday, when he
knocked out world num-
ber two Carlos Alcaraz in
straight sets.

But two-time Grand
Slam champion Sinner

kept his cool to break
back in the fourth, then
claimed the tenth game to
clinch the set.

In the second set
neither was able to break
serve until the 12th game,
when the Italian hit a
winner to book his place
in Sunday's final.

"It was very tough...
he is playing with so
much confidence and he
can hit a ball really hard,
and is serving very well,"
said Sinner.

PARIS (INP):  Cristiano
Ronaldo scored as Por-
tugal beat Poland 3-1 for
their third straight Na-
tions League win, while
European champions
Spain put an end to
Denmark's perfect start
in the competition.

Bernardo Silva vol-
leyed Portugal ahead in
the 26th minute in War-
saw as Bruno
Fernandes cleverly
nodded a cross from
Ruben Neves back to-
wards the Manchester
City midfielder.

Ronaldo then
found himself in the
right place at the right
time to turn in the re-
bound for Portugal's
second after Rafael
Leao's shot came back
off the post following a

brilliant surging run by
the AC Milan winger.

The 39-year-old
Ronaldo has now struck
in all three games of this
Nations League cam-
paign for Portugal, taking
his record men's interna-
tional goals tally to 133.

Piotr Zielinski cut the
deficit for Poland but Jan
Bednarek's own goal
sealed victory for Portu-
gal, the lone remaining
team in League A with a
100 percent record, and
they could secure a place
in the quarter-finals next
week.

"We worked very
hard the last few days,
preparing various solu-
tions for this game, and
we were able to show it
on the pitch. I am really
satisfied because we con-

trolled this game," said
Portugal coach Roberto
Martinez.

 "We played great
as a team."

Portugal have a
maximum nine points in
Group A1, three ahead
of Croatia who beat Scot-
land 2-1 to condemn
their opponents to a
third successive defeat
in the section.

Ryan Christie's first
half-goal gave Scotland
a shock lead in Zagreb,
but Igor Matanovic
equalised before the in-
terval and Andrej
Kramaric bagged the
winner midway through
the second half.

Che Adams
thought he had sal-
vaged a stoppage-time
equaliser but VAR disal-

lowed his effort for
offside, with Scotland
winless in nine competi-
tive outings – the long-
est run in their history.

Spain needed a
79th-minute effort from
Martin Zubimendi to
shrug off Denmark 1-0 in
Murcia as captain Alvaro
Morata showed off the
European Championship
trophy to fans before
kick-off.

The hosts were
without Rodri and Dani
Carvajal, both sidelined
by long-term injuries,
with first-choice goal-
keeper Unai Simon still
recovering from wrist
surgery.

Nico Williams, Dani
Olmo and Robin Le
Normand had also been
ruled out.

COLOMBO (INP):
West Indies and Sri
Lanka have long had
an affinity of sorts for
each other - particu-
larly the latter during
its cricketing infancy,

when the mighty
West Indian jugger-
naut was for most
fans their second
team.

It also helped that
they were fellow is-
land nations - or in the
case of the West
Indies, a nation of is-
lands. And in the lead
up to West Indies' first
white-ball tour of Sri
Lanka since 2020,
these parallels have
only grown stronger.

They both also
enter this series on the
back of some promis-
ing white-ball results.
West Indies have clean
swept both South Af-
rica and India at home
in T20Is in 2024,
while Sri Lanka have

a home ODI series win
against India as well as
white-ball series wins
against Zimbabwe and
Afghanistan.

But what makes this
upcoming tour so entic-
ing is that, these are two
sides which are pretty
evenly matched. The
last time West Indies
toured Sri Lanka for a
white-ball series, they
swept the T20Is and
were swept in the ODIs,
and in 15 T20Is be-
tween the two, West
Indies have won seven
and Sri Lanka eight.
Here we look at some of
the key talking points
surrounding the upcom-
ing series.

Sticking to theme
of parallels, there's no
better point to begin
with than Daren Sammy
and Sanath Jayasuriya.
Jayasuriya's had a fairly
impressive start to his
career as head coach,
but if ever there were

questions over how his
man -managemen t -
centric approach to
coaching could trans-
late over a longer pe-
riod, perhaps Sammy
holds the answers.

While Sammy's
franchise coaching
background brought
with it more experi-
ence when taking over
the reins as West
Indies head coach in
March 2023, the simi-
larities in his approach
to Jayasuriya's is hard
to miss.

Sammy has spo-
ken about honesty and
clarity being key pillars
in his coaching style;
for Jayasuriya, it's in-
stilling confidence and
gaining the trust of the
players. These could be
seen as two sides of
the same motivational
coin, as both rely on
solid foundations of
rapport with players
and administrators alike

to push forward their
plans.

And a quick look at
West Indies T20I
record since Sammy
took over speaks vol-
umes towards his im-
pact - six combined bi-
lateral series against
South Africa, India, En-
gland and Australia has
yielded five series
wins. The only blips
were a 2-1 series defeat
in Australia and an un-
successful World Cup
campaign, which still
saw them come out
with five wins and two
defeats.

This run of results
has seen the West
Indies surge up the ICC
T20I rankings, up
from seventh to third.
With Sri Lanka lan-
guishing currently in
eighth place in those
same rankings,
Jayasuriya will no
doubt be eyeing similar
upward momentum.

RAMIA (INP):
Lebanon’s Hezbollah
freedom fighters group
said it clashed twice
with Israeli troops who
attempted to infiltrate
near a Lebanese border

village on Sunday
and claimed several
other attacks overnight.

Hezbollah fighters
detonated explosive de-
vices at Israeli soldiers
and “clashed with them
as they attempted to in-
filtrate” twice near the
Lebanese village of

Ramia, the group
said, reporting fighting
that lasted about an hour.

The group also
claimed attacks on Israeli
troops in Lebanon and on
the Israeli side of the bor-
der. Lebanon state media
says Israeli strike ‘com-
pletely’ destroys mosque

Lebanese official
media said an Israeli air
strike Sunday had de-
stroyed a mosque in the
war-torn south, the latest
attack as Israel intensi-
fied its

bombardment cam-
paign on the country in
recent weeks.

“At around 3:45 am
(1245 GMT) enemy air-
craft  carried out an
airstrike targeting the
old mosque in the cen-
tre of the village of Kfar
Tibnit, completely

destroying it,” the
National News Agency
reported. Israel says in-
tercepts about five pro-
jectiles from Lebanon.

The Israeli military
said it intercepted about

five projectiles fired from
Lebanon on Sunday
shortly after air raid si-
rens blared in several
northern areas of the
country.

Sirens also sounded
in and around the north-
ern city of Haifa, a day
after the army said the
group had fired around
320 projectiles from
Lebanon into Israel dur-
ing Yom Kippur,
Judaism’s holiest day
which ended at nightfall
Saturday.

QUETTA:  Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami Party leader & Ex Provincial Minister Nawab Ayaz Khan Jogezai
addressing a press conference.

QUETTA:  Chairperson Quetta Foundation Rozena Khilji addressing a press conference.

QUETTA:  MPA Prince Agha Umer Ahmedzai speaks during a reconciliation ceremony between
Samlani,Shahwani and Lehri tribal at Kalat House.

PESHAWAR: Chairman Tehreek Jawanan Pakistan Abdullah Gull addressing a press conference at
Peshawar Press Club (PPC).
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Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) Chairman
Naqvi with selection committee,

mentors review team performance

Gandapur’s absence demoralized PTI
workers: Atif Khan

PTI sets condition to withdraw from
protest on Oct 15

LAHORE (INP):  Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) Chair-
man Mohsin Naqvi presided
over a crucial two-hour joint
meeting with the selection
committee and

team mentors to assess
the current state of the national
cricket team.

The meeting, which fol-
lowed a separate session with
the mentors, aimed to evaluate
recent performances and fit-
ness levels ahead of upcoming
matches.

During the meeting, the
selection committee provided
Naqvi with insights regarding

potential changes to the team
lineup.

 It was agreed that the pro-
cess of evaluating new play-
ers would be completed by the
end of the current series.

The meeting also empha-
sized the importance of com-
pleting the fitness assessments
for players within the same
timeframe.

Chairman Naqvi instructed
the selection committee and
mentors to focus on improving
the quality of pitches used for
domestic matches. Various
suggestions were put forth dur-
ing the discussions, reflecting

the collaborative effort to el-
evate Pakistan cricket.

Notable attendees in-
cluded selection committee
members Aqib Javed, Azhar
Ali, Aleem Dar, Hassan
Cheema, advisor Bilal Afzal,
Director Domestic Abdullah

Khurram Niazi, and Direc-
tor High Performance Nadeem
Khan. Mentors Shoaib Malik,
Misbah-ul-Haq,

Waqar Younis, and Saqlain
Mushtaq were present, while
mentor Sarfraz Ahmed and se-
lection committee member
Asad Shafiq participated via
video link.

PESHAWAR (INP):  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
Atif Khan said that Chief Min-
ister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ali
Amin Gandapur’s absence de-
moralized party workers dur-
ing their protest at Islamabad’s
D-Chowk.

In an exclusive interview
with a private TV Channel, he
said that there was no clear
message from the party lead-
ership regarding the protest
strategy on October 4.

“The leadership should
have clarified its further course
of action after the workers
reached D-Chowk. The work-
ers should have been commu-
nicated clearly to hold just a
protest or stage a sit-in,” Atif
Khan added.

He said that after all that,
the PTI workers are disap-
pointed.  Expressing concerns
over the party’s current trajec-
tory, Atif Khan said that cur-

rently they are lacking clear di-
rection and decision-making.
To a question, he said the PTI
cannot be eliminated by the
forces who want to do so.

“Eventually, stakeholders
will have to negotiate and find
a way forward with the PTI.”

When asked about poten-
tial deals, Atif Khan responded,
“Deals are made for personal
gain, while the right path is for
the country’s benefit.” Regard-
ing the

PTI’s current leadership,
Atif Khan voiced his dissatis-
faction, stating, “Everyone in
the party is playing a double
game; those who meet in
Adiala Jail (with

Imran Khan) discuss un-
necessary matters.”

Earlier on Friday, the PTI
announced another protest
demonstration at Islamabad’s
D-Chowk on October 15, the
day when Shanghai Coopera-

tion Organisation (SCO) Sum-
mit is set to kick-off.

The announcement was
made after PTI’s political com-
mittee meeting. Sheikh Waqas
Akram, the party’s central in-
formation secretary, posted on
X that a ‘powerful’ protest
would be held on October 15
at D-Chowk in Islamabad. He
also announced that the PTI’s
protests in Punjab have been
called off.

 Sheikh Waqas Akram also
called for the release of PTI
workers, leaders, and MPAs
detained in Punjab.

The PTI demanded an end
to ‘unlawful’ raids and arrests
by the federal and Punjab gov-
ernments. The PTI central in-
formation secretary said that
the PTI chairman’s life is un-
der threat due to the
government’s actions, which
have ‘stripped’ him of basic
human rights.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
announced that it will hold
‘massive’ protests on October
15 at Islamabad’s D-Chowk, if
the party is not allowed to meet
party founder Imran Khan.

While speaking to a pri-
vate TV Channel, PTI Central
Secretary Information Sheikh
Waqas Akram set a condition
for the government to with-
draw from the announced pro-
test.

“Allow party founder
Imran Khan’s meeting with his
family and lawyers or face
massive protests on October
15,” Sheikh Waqas Akram
said.

He said that the govern-
ment has banned meetings with
Imran Khan for the last five or
six weeks, adding that even

lawyers and family members
are not allowed to meet him.

“We have no contact with
our leader (Imran Khan) and
reports of mistreatment in jail
are concerning. Our protest is
not against the Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation  sum-
mit, but for access to Imran
Khan’s,” Sheikh Waqas
Akram added. He claimed that
the government is ‘harassing’
the families of PTI MNAs to

get support for the consti-
tutional amendments.

Earlier, Minister for Infor-
mation Atta Tarar said that
nobody would be allowed to
disrupt the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO) Sum-
mit in Islamabad,

hinting at strict action
against the PTI planned pro-
tests.

“Those who have a
mindset to conspire against the
country should better stay at
home as no miscreant will be
allowed to disrupt the SCO
Summit in Islamabad,” Atta
Tarar said while talking to the
media.

The minister said that
Islamabad has been made fully
safe and secure to welcome
foreign delegations including
12 heads of the nations for the
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation (SCO) Conference,
scheduled for October 15-16.

“The announcements (for
protest) do not make any dif-
ference as Islamabad has been
made fully safe and secure,”
he said while referring to the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
which had announced to hold
protest in coming days.

DUSHANBE: Chairman Prime Minister's Youth Programme Rana Mashood Ahmed Khan interacting
with the Pakistani diaspora at Dushanbe Tajikistan.

ISLAMABAD: Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori and a delegation of MQM called on Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

CM Sarfraz Bugti Calls for Apex Committee
Meeting Amid Surge in Terrorism

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Following a brutal at-
tack on coal miners, Balochistan
Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti con-
demned the incident, stating, “Ter-
rorists have once again targeted
innocent workers.

” Bugti made this remark while
addressing the media after visit-
ing the injured victims at Quetta’s
Civil Hospital, where they are cur-
rently receiving treatment.

Expressing deep concern
over the rising wave of terrorism
in Balochistan, Bugti emphasized
that ensuring the security of ci-
vilians remains the government’s
utmost priority.

“These escalating attacks are
alarming, and we are committed
to tackling terrorism head-on with
the full support of our security
forces,” Bugti declared.

The Chief Minister noted
that over 30,000 workers are em-
ployed in Balochistan’s coal
mines, making them vulnerable to
frequent attacks. He also an-
nounced the immediate conven-
ing of an Apex Committee meet-
ing to address the increasing ter-
rorist activities and formulate

stronger counter-terrorism strat-
egies.

When questioned about his
role in the fight against terrorism,
Bugti stated, “If my resignation
would lead to a reduction in ter-
rorism, I would not hesitate. How-
ever, I am in this position through
the Assembly’s mandate, and I
will honor their decision.”

Bugti also took the opportu-
nity to instruct provincial health

authorities to ensure an uninter-
rupted supply of medicines in
government hospitals. He assured
that qualified officers had been
appointed to oversee improve-
ments in the health sector.

In closing, the Chief Minis-
ter urged national unity in the
battle against terrorism and
stressed that the state is fully ca-
pable of carrying out operations
to restore peace in the region.

National Assembly Panel Urges PMDC to Re-conduct
MDCAT Amid Allegations of Irregularities

Syed Muhammad Yaseen:

ISLAMABAD: The National
Assembly’s health panel has
called for a re-conduct of the Medi-
cal and Dental College Admission
Test (MDCAT) following allega-
tions of irregularities in both the
Sindh and Islamabad exams.

The Sindh MDCAT, con-
ducted by Dow University of
Health Sciences (DUHS), faced
accusations of paper leaks on so-
cial media. Meanwhile, students
and parents from Islamabad criti-
cized Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto

Medical University (SZABMU)
for including out-of-syllabus
questions in its MDCAT.

In response to these allega-
tions, the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has halted SZABMU from
releasing its merit list and ap-
pointed a committee to investi-
gate claims of 30 incorrect ques-
tions. Similarly, a high-level com-
mittee is already investigating the
alleged paper leaks in the Sindh
MDCAT.

Affected medical aspirants

are hopeful for justice from both
the Sindh and Islamabad High
Courts. However, the Intelligence
Bureau’s initial report on the
DUHS MDCAT has not found any
evidence of paper leaks.

If the investigation commit-
tees determine irregularities in ei-
ther the DUHS or SZABMU
MDCATs, affected students may
be compensated according to the
law. Both courts will continue to
hear these cases in upcoming ses-
sions.

FAISALABAD: Chairperson of the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), Senator Rubina
Khalid, visited the BISP Dynamic Registry Center and Payment Camp Site in Faisalabad.

SCO summit 2024: Traffic plan
announced for Twin cities

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Twin
cities authorities have issued a
comprehensive traffic plan for
Rawalpindi and Islamabad for
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation

(SCO) conference effect-
ing from October 14 to 16.

The plan includes several
road closures and diversions to
ensure smooth traffic flow dur-
ing the high-profile event.

From October 14 to 16, all
types of heavy traffic will be
prohibited within the city. Over
1,100 traffic officers will be
deployed to manage and facili-
tate

traffic during this period.
Notably, the Expressway from
Zero Point to Coral Chowk will
be closed to traffic, prompting
several alternative routes to be
designated for motorists.

Passengers traveling from
Margalla Road towards
Rawalpindi are advised to use
Ninth Avenue. Traffic from
Faisal Avenue to Zero Point
will also be redirected

to Ninth Avenue. For those
coming from Bhara Kahu to
Rawalpindi, the recommended

route includes Covering Road,
Banigala, and Lahtrar Road.

Additionally, passengers
traveling from Rawalpindi to
Islamabad are encouraged to
utilize Ninth Avenue. Vehicles
from IJP Road heading to
Faizabad should

take Stadium Road from
the Ninth Avenue Signal.
Heavy traffic traveling from
Peshawar to Lahore is advised
to use the Motorway from
Taxila.

To accommodate the traf-
fic plan, the Rawalpindi-
Islamabad Metro Bus Service
will be completely suspended
from October 14 to October
17. The metro service will not
operate between Sadar Station
and Pak Secretariat during this
time.

Motorists coming from
Peshawar via GT Road should
also divert to the Motorway,
with the option to exit at Chakri
Interchange. This traffic man-
agement plan aims to minimize
congestion and ensure the
safety and security of all at-
tendees at the SCO confer-
ence.

Section 144 imposed
in Karachi

KARACHI (INP):  The Karachi ad-
ministration has imposed section
144 of criminal procedure across
the city for four days.

Commissioner Karachi im-
posed Section 144 on the recom-
mendation of Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Ghulam Nabi Memon
citing potential threats to peace.

A notification has also been
issued, reading that the ban is
imposed on gatherings of five or
more people, processions, and
public meetings. To maintain law

and order and ensure public
safety, The ban will be in effect
from October 13 to October 17.

It may be noted here that in
his letter, the IGP Sindh requested
imposition of Section 144 citing
potential threats to peace. The
provincial police chief  said that.
The protests and rallies may dis-
rupt peace and cause inconve-
nience to citizens. Earlier, the
Punjab Home Ministry imposed
section 144 in five districts of
Punjab for three days. As per de-
tails, the notification stated that
there will be a blanket ban on all
kinds of political gatherings, sit-
ins and rallies in Dera Ghazi Khan,
Layyah, Muzzafargarh, Rajanpur
and Kot Addu districts during the
period. Moreover, the ban has
been imposed with immediate ef-
fect and will last till October 15.


