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The Persistent Polio Challenge
in Balochistan

Opposition Slams Balochistan Government
Over Law and Order Failures

Syed Ali Shah:

Ruthless Cutting of Ziarat’s
Ancient Juniper Trees
Continues Unchecked

From Our Correspondent:

ZIARAT: home to the world’s
second-largest juniper forest,
faces relentless deforestation
as the ruthless cutting of an-
cient juniper trees continues
unchecked.

This alarming destruction
threatens one of Pakistan’s
most treasured natural heri-
tages, with minimal interven-
tion from the authorities re-
sponsible for protecting the
forest.

The centuries-old juniper trees,
which play a crucial role in
maintaining the region’s
biodiversity and combating cli-
mate change, are being felled
at an alarming rate.

Despite the government’s
claims of forest conservation,
illegal logging persists, raising
serious questions about the
lack of accountability within
the departments tasked with
protecting this national asset.

Environmentalists have long
sounded the alarm, yet defor-
estation in Ziarat continues
unabated.

The destruction of these an-
cient trees must be urgently
addressed to preserve
Pakistan’s ecological legacy.
Where is the accountability?
Immediate action is needed to
save the juniper forest before
it’s too late.

Boxer Mohammad Wasim
Triumphs in Ranking Fight,

Receives Hero’s Welcome in Quetta
Sports Reporter:

QUETTA: Pakistan’s renowned
boxer, Mohammad Wasim, ar-
rived in  Quetta to a warm recep-
tion after his impressive victory
in a World Boxing Federation
(WBF) ranking fight held in
Malta. Wasim knocked out
Georgia’s Jaba Memeshishi in
the third round, marking another
significant achievement for the
country on the international
stage.

Wasim has once again made the
country proud,” remarked
Meena Majeed. She praised the
boxer as “a shining example of
Balochistan’s talent,” promising
that the provincial government
would continue to support lo-
cal athletes.

“There is immense potential in the
youth of Quetta, and we are
committed to nurturing this tal-
ent,” Majeed added. “Every

Former Chief Minister Balochistan, Dr. Malik Baloch discussing some thing important with
Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti during the assembly session: photo provided by DGPR

QUETTA: Opposition members of
the Balochistan Assembly
launched a sharp criticism of the
provincial government, accusing
it of failing to protect citizens,
following the killing of 20 coal
miners in the Dukki district.

During a session chaired by
Speaker Abdul Khaliq Achakzai,
lawmakers expressed deep con-
cerns about the deteriorating
security situation. Maulana
Noorullah condemned the bru-
tal killing of the coal miners, stat-
ing, “These miners were merci-
lessly murdered. We demand
justice and immediate action to
hold those responsible account-
able.”

Opposition Leader Mir Younas
Aziz Zehri harshly criticized the
government’s handling of the se-
curity situation, stating, “The
state of law and order has wors-
ened to such a degree that none
of the 65 lawmakers can travel
safely on the highways of
Balochistan.”

Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman,
echoing these concerns, warned,
“The government’s inaction is
only emboldening criminal ele-

ments. If the situation isn’t
brought under control, it will spi-
ral further into chaos.”

Ghulam Dastagir Badini added,
“The people of Balochistan are
living in constant fear. We need
practical solutions, not just
promises.”

Defending the government, Mir
Zahoor Buledi, the Minister for
Planning and Development,
highlighted the sacrifices of se-
curity forces.

“Our soldiers and officers are giv-
ing their lives to protect this
land.

The recent surge in terrorism is
fueled by foreign actors, and we
are addressing these chal-
lenges,” he said.

Despite Buledi’s reassurances,
the opposition demanded imme-
diate measures to restore peace
and protect the people of
Balochistan from further vio-
lence.

CM Balochistan Chairs High-Level  Meeting to
Address Financial and  Administrative Issues in

 Public Universities
Staff Reporter:

Clearing the air Foreign media correspondents laud
arrangements made for international  journalists at

SCO Media Facilitation Centre

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addresses the 23rd
SCO Council of Heads of Governments Meeting in Islamabad.

Provincial Advisor for Sports,
Meena Majeed, along with Sec-
retary Sports Tariq Qamar
Baloch and Director General
Sports Yasir Bazai, welcomed the
champion at Quetta Interna-
tional Airport. Speaking to the
media, Mohammad Wasim ex-
pressed his gratitude to the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan for the
warm reception. “I’m proud to
bring this victory home. I’m con-
fident that one day, I’ll bring the
world title to Pakistan,” he said.

Wasim’s victory in the ranking
fight follows in the footsteps of
Shahzaib Rind, another rising
star from Quetta, who recently
gained international acclaim.
“After Shahzaib, Mohammad

need of our sportsmen will be
met, ensuring they have the re-
sources to compete at interna-
tional levels.”

As a proud representative of
Balochistan, Wasim’s triumph
on the world stage showcases
the positive side of the province,
with talented athletes like him
making headlines globally. The
sports advisor further empha-
sized the importance of Chief
Minister Balochistan’s initiative
to uplift youth through sports
programs, aiming to bring more
young talent to the forefront.

With Wasim’s victory in Malta,
hopes are high for more interna-
tional achievements from
Quetta’s emerging sports stars.

India’s Jaishankar
departs after SCO

summit, thanks
Pakistan for warm

hospitality
NEWS DESK: Indian

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar has left Pakistan after
attending the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO)
summit. Before his departure,
Jaishankar expressed his
gratitude to the Pakistani
government for their "splendid
hospitality" in a message posted
on X, formerly known as Twitter.

"I thank the Government of
Pakistan for the warm hospital-
ity," Jaishankar wrote, extending
further appreciation to Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif for his
graciousness during the event.

The Indian foreign minister
also thanked his counterpart,
Pakistani Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar, and the people of
Pakistan for the warm reception
he received. He acknowledged
the significance of his meetings,
including face-to-face discus-
sions with Dar during the
summit.

Jaishankar attended a
luncheon hosted by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif for the
delegates at the summit, where
he and Dar sat next to each
other. According to sources
from Express News, the two
engaged in informal conversa-
tions during the meal.

Earlier, Jaishankar had
congratulated Pakistan on
assuming the chairmanship of
the SCO Heads of Council.
Speaking at the summit in
Islamabad, he assured that India
would offer "full cooperation"
during Pakistan’s tenure as
chair.

"Our meeting is taking place
at a time when the world is
facing significant challenges.
Two major conflicts are ongoing,
which are affecting the global
situation. Additionally, the
Covid-19 pandemic has severely
impacted developing countries,"
Jaishankar said in his address.

He highlighted the eco-
nomic pressures faced by SCO
member states, including debt
challenges, and stressed the
importance of mutual coopera-
tion. The key objectives of the
SCO Charter, he noted, are
building mutual trust, friendship,
and promoting cordial relations
with neighbouring countries.

QUETTA: A high-level meet-
ing to address the financial and
administrative affairs of public
sector universities in Balochistan
was chaired by Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti. The meeting was
attended by key provincial offi-
cials, including  Education Minis-
ter Raheela Hameed Khan
Durrani, Finance Minister Mir
Shoaib Nosherwani, Planning and
Development Minister Mir Zahoor
Buledi, and Vice Chancellors from
Balochistan’s public universities.

The meeting focused on the
universities’ pressing financial
challenges, with CM Bugti issu-
ing immediate directives to ensure
the timely payment of salaries and
pensions for faculty and staff.
“Only those fulfilling their duties
will be entitled to their salaries.
No one will be paid for sitting at
home,” CM Bugti emphasized,
warning of strict action against
absenteeism.

The Chief Minister ex-
pressed concern over the un-
checked rise in non-developmen-
tal expenditures at public univer-
sities and instructed Vice Chan-
cellors to downsize excessive
staffing and strengthen their fi-
nancial management systems.

“Universities must focus on effi-
cient financial practices to avoid
waste,” he stated.

Key decisions were made, in-
cluding a freeze on new hires and
non-essential construction. The
recruitment of essential teaching
staff will proceed on an ad-hoc
basis under a new act. To boost
the financial independence of uni-
versities, a committee led by Chief
Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan was
established to explore public-pri-
vate partnership initiatives for
commercial activities within the
institutions. CM Bugti also high-
lighted the need for comprehen-
sive legislation, instructing the in-

troduction of the Balochistan
Contract Appointment Act to
streamline appointments on a
contractual basis. He reassured
that despite the financial difficul-
ties, the government would con-
tinue to support public universi-
ties, but in return, he called for
“better results and accountabil-
ity.”

This meeting underscores the
government’s commitment to im-
proving the financial stability and
governance of public universities
in Balochistan, ensuring that re-
sources are managed efficiently
while providing quality  education
to the province’s students.
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Gwadar’s New Airport: A
Gateway to Regional Prosperity

Editorial:

The New Gwadar International Airport, nearing completion under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), is poised to transform Gwadar into a re-
gional and international trade hub. This strategic development promises to
unlock unprecedented opportunities for economic growth, connectivity, and
development.

One of the most significant aspects of the project is the airport’s secure,
uninterrupted power supply. Connected to three separate transmission lines
through a 12 MW contract with Quetta Electric Supply Company (QESCO), the
airport is fully equipped to ensure smooth operations. Additionally, a 12 bil-
lion-rupee complex is being constructed to house essential facilities such as
the Airport Security Force, Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) staff accommoda-
tions, a community school, and a mosque.

The extension of the East Bay Expressway, connecting Gwadar Port to the
new airport, will further streamline the transport of goods and passengers. The
10.5-kilometer road will enhance Gwadar’s integration into regional and global
trade networks, positioning the city as a vital player in international commerce.

The Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCAA) recently confirmed the suc-
cessful testing of the airport, including a test flight of an AirKing B700. With
staff receiving specialized training in China, the airport is prepared to manage
operations independently, ensuring world-class standards in design, perfor-
mance, and safety.

Under the Open Skies policy, the New Gwadar International Airport will be
operated through a joint venture involving Pakistan, Oman, and China. This
partnership further solidifies Gwadar’s significance in the global trade land-
scape, as it opens its doors to international airlines, starting with Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA).

Khalid Kakar, the airport’s manager, highlighted that the new facility will
revolutionize air travel in the region. While the old airport could only handle
small aircraft, the new one will accommodate large domestic and international
flights, making Gwadar more accessible for both citizens and investors.

More than just an infrastructure project, the New Gwadar International
Airport is a key driver of Gwadar’s economic future. By enhancing connectiv-
ity and boosting commercial activities, this modern facility is set to position
Gwadar as a central player in global trade, ushering in a new era of prosperity
for the region.

The wages of conflict
By Zahid Hussain:

Strategic trade shift
By Aqdas Afzal:

Disunited nations
By Mahir Ali:

THE inability of the

UN to facilitate the pri-
mary goal set out in its
hopeful charter nearly
eight decades ago, “to
save succeeding genera-
tions from the scourge of
war”, stands out in stark
relief every time failure
greets its efforts to halt
ongoing hostilities. That
depressing pattern was
established not long af-
ter the UN was set up in
1945.

It has, since then,
vastly expanded in terms
of both membership and
subsidiary or affiliated
organisations, many of
which can be credited
with worthy achieve-
ments in tricky environ-
ments — alongside
grave inadequacies that
reflect structural prob-

lems or funding deficien-
cies. Nor can anyone ig-
nore the abuse of the UN
as a platform for aggres-
sion, as in the case of
the first major post-
World War II conflagra-
tion, the Korean War, an
ideologically motivated
US-led intervention that
was technically a UN
operation.

Half a century later,
a similar effort to obtain
the UN Security
Council’s imprimatur for
unwarranted aggression
against Iraq fell short of
US expectations. There
can be li tt le doubt,
though, that the way the
UNSC is constituted mili-
tates against the UN’s
purported mission “to
maintain international
peace and security”.
Talk of reform often fo-

cuses on expanding and/
or restructuring the
UNSC’s permanent mem-
bership, which excludes
the Global South.

India is one of the
main contenders, along-
side the likes of Brazil and
Nigeria. The UK boasted
a vast empire in 1945, but
is barely able to govern
itself 80 years later; be-
sides, its foreign policy
inclinations are barely
distinguishable from
those of the US. France
is marginally more inde-
pendent, but not neces-
sarily an adequate repre-
sentative of Europe.

The UNSC’s compo-
sition militates against
the UN’s stated mission.

Apart from a mem-
bership reshuffle, it is vi-
tal to restrict or, better
still, abolish the veto

power of permanent
members. Permitting its
exercise becomes par-
ticularly absurd when
one or more of these
members are themselves
engaged in unjustified
hostilities or other vio-
lations of the UN Char-
ter, or closely allied with
an offensive belligerent.
For instance, what are
the chances of a bind-
ing resolution aimed at
halting Russia’s aggres-
sion against Ukraine, or
castigating China for
violating the rights of its
Uighur and Tibetan mi-
norities? And the US,
naturally, has protected
Israel against even mild
reprimands.

But even worth-
while resolutions that are
passed don’t resolve
anything if they are ig-

nored by the relevant
parties. They are dug out
every now and then for
rhetorical purposes, then
returned to the archival
graveyard that is des-
tined to be their final rest-
ing place. The goals por-
tended in efforts led by
other UN bodies on sus-
tainable development,
climate change or the
environment often meet
a similar fate. Their
implementation remains
an aspiration.

Empowering resolu-
tions passed by, say, a
two-thirds majority in the
General Assembly —
weighted according to
population — might be
a possible alternative to
tussles in the UNSC. It
was alarming, though, to
see some of the loudest
voices in the assembly’s

79th session last month
representing a council of
war rather than recipes
for peace. If Benjamin
Netanyahu was, predict-
ably, the worst offender,
Russia’s Sergey Lavrov
wasn’t far behind, and
both Pakistan’s prime
minister and India’s for-
eign minister contributed
to the antagonistic atmo-
sphere. Some of the wis-
est speeches were made
by South American lead-
ers. Chile’s Gabriel Boric,
for instance. declared: “I
refuse to choose be-
tween the terror of
Hamas or the genocide
carried out by
Netanyahu’s Israel; we
have no reason to choose
between barbarities — I
choose humanity.”

That, ultimately, is
what the UN is supposed

to be all about. It has fre-
quently faltered, but its
shortfalls and demon-
strable impotence at cru-
cial junctures testify not
to its irrelevance but to
its structural deficien-
cies. In his role as secre-
tary-general, former Por-
tuguese PM António
Guterres has generally
tended to be wise. He
probably did not expect
to be declared persona
non grata by a member
state, let alone that only
104 nations would leap
to his defence in an ini-
tiative laudably led by
Chile. But then, Israel
has never been a fan of
advocates for human
rights or peace, as dem-
onstrated by its crusade
against UN peacekeep-
ers in Lebanon and the
UN Relief and Works

Agency that has helped
to sustain Palestinian
refugees since 1948.

Perhaps the best
way of halting Israel’s
genocidal ambitions
would be the kind of in-
ternational boycott, di-
vestment and sanctions
that persuaded an earlier
apartheid state to opt for
a non-racial democracy.
Alternatively, Joe Biden
and Kamala Harris could
stop providing Israel
with the means to perpe-
trate the evil that has ex-
panded from Gaza to the
West Bank and Leba-
non, with Iran in the
crosshairs. In all too
many ways, the UN’s rel-
evance depends on
which way the US goes,
regardless of who wins
next month’s presidential
election.

THE recent three-day

Pashtun Qaumi Jirga in
Jamrud was a reflection
of the anguish of people
who have suffered in a
conflict that has ravaged
KP for over two de-
cades.

Thousands of
people have been killed
and, by some estimates,
millions have been dis-
placed. They have been
the victims of violent
militancy as well as mili-
tary operations. A whole
generation has grown up
in the midst of destruc-
tion and dislocation. The
bitterness was palpable
at the jirga.

The state initially
tried to clamp down on
it. Just days before the
Jirga, the federal govern-
ment proscribed the
PTM, declaring the
group and organiser
anti-state. Although, the
ban on the jirga was
lifted on the intervention
of the provincial govern-
ment at the eleventh
hour, the restrictions re-
sulted in the event
hardly being reported in
the mainstream media.

What made the as-
sembly significant was
the wide-ranging partici-
pation — from rights
groups to the leaders of
almost all major political
parties. The gathering
took place at a time when
the province has been
hit by another wave of
terrorism. Administrative
control appears to have
completely failed in some
of the districts with the
return of armed militants.
Attacks on the security

forces have become rou-
tine, raising fears of yet
another military opera-
tion taking its toll on the
civilian population.

The scale of de-
struction, both in terms
of human and financial
losses in the province
over two decades of vio-
lence, was highlighted in
statistics provided at the
assembly. According to
the estimates, as many as
76,584 people, including
1,375 tribal elders and
3,000 clerics, died in
bomb blasts and tar-
geted killings, and at
least 6,700 people went
‘missing’ over this pe-
riod. It was claimed that
5.7m people had been
displaced by the military
operations, out of which
2.3m were still homeless.

There are questions
whether the state has a
clear strategy to deal
with the militant chal-
lenge.

Mounting public
despair in KP is evident.
The younger generation
has borne the brunt of
the devastation. Many
young people, born dur-
ing the conflict, do not
see any future for them-
selves without educa-
tion. The cost of the vio-
lence is st il l being
counted. The return of
militancy has been ex-
tremely unsettling for
people living in the vio-
lence-hit areas. They
live in the constant dread
of once again being
caught in the midst of
militant violence and ac-
tion by the security
forces.

Most worrisome is

the public’s growing dis-
trust of the state and the
security forces, which
was manifested in the
speeches and resolution
passed at the conclusion
of the jirga. The assem-
bly resolved to fight
against militancy, while
PTM leaders also
wanted the security
forces to leave the former
tribal districts that have
been at the centre of the
violence.

It’s certainly a very
extreme demand and a
very dangerous one, too.
However, one needs to
look at the reasons be-
hind the growing public
distrust of the state. It’s
especially alarming as the
security forces have
been the main targets of
the militants, who now
seem to be better
equipped.

There has been a
widespread perception
that the state does not
possess the resolve to
fight militancy.

 The distrust had in-
creased with the disas-
trous decision of the se-
curity establishment to
engage in negotiations
with the banned TTP
some years ago under the
pressure of the Taliban
government in Kabul and
to allow thousands of
militants to return home.

That flawed policy
led to a resurgence in
TTP activities. The mili-
tants, whose leadership
is still based in Afghani-
stan, changed their strat-
egy and, instead of car-
rying out terrorist at-
tacks in public places,
they are now focused on

targeting the security
forces and police. Hun-
dreds of security person-
nel have lost their lives
in militant attacks over
the last few years. Yet,
the distrust is too wide
to be bridged. There are
still questions about
whether the establish-
ment has really aban-
doned its old policy of
protecting what are be-
ing described as the
‘good Taliban’.

No too long ago,
police in Bannu district
went on a strike against
the alleged conduct of
the security forces.
There are also questions
whether the state has a
clear and comprehen-
sive strategy to deal with
the new militancy chal-
lenge.

The high number of
casualties borne by the
security forces in what
is described as ‘intelli-
gence-based operations’
is intriguing.

It seems that the
militants are gaining
ground, notwithstand-
ing the claims of an ef-
fective counterterrorism
campaign being con-
ducted.

 It is apparent that
mili tancy cannot be
fought without public
confidence in the secu-
rity forces. Unfortu-
nately, this seems to be
missing. The demand for
the security forces to
leave the troubled areas
is certainly not work-
able.

Political instability
and worsening confron-
tation between the fed-
eral and provincial (KP)

governments also seems
to have affected the
state’s capacity to fight
militancy more effec-
tively. There seems to be
no coordination be-
tween the two on the is-
sue. The increasing in-
volvement of the estab-
lishment in political ma-
nipulation has also been
the reason behind the
lack of public confidence
in the security forces.

This lack of coordi-
nation between the fed-
eral and provincial gov-
ernments has been more
pronounced in the
events of the last one
week. In a knee-jerk re-
action, Islamabad pro-
scribed the PTM just a
few days before the jirga.
It was apparent that the
provincial government
was not taken on the
board regarding a deci-
sion that would have a
direct bearing on the
province. Many have
questioned the decision
to ban an organisation
(formed by young
Pakhtuns who, along
with their families, had
been directly affected by
the conflict) which op-
poses the TTP.

Some of its radical
nationalist rhetoric may
come in conflict with
state policy, but banning
an organisation not in-
volved in violence will
not help the fight against
the TTP. It was a wise
decision by the provin-
cial government to allow
the PTM to hold the
jirga, though it is not
clear whether the ban on
the group has now been
withdrawn.

AS the world’s atten-

tion remains squarely
focused on geopolitical
conflicts, a silent revo-
lution is reshaping glo-
bal trade by linking
trade, innovation and
national security.

Given such momen-
tous changes, Pakistan
appears behind the
curve by still hoping for
free trade agreements
with neighbouring coun-
tries such as India. As
such, Pakistan’s
policymakers will need to
develop strategic clarity
before opening the
country’s borders to free
trade.

The Washington
Consensus, centred on
free markets and deregu-
lation, dominated post-
Cold War economic
thinking. However,
China’s rapid economic
rise and the resulting
loss of millions of US
manufacturing jobs
forced a rethink of free
trade policies.

Bringing China into
the free trade regime was
supposed to turn that
country into a Western-
style liberal democracy.
Instead, China’s mas-
sive economic capabili-
ties sucked millions of
jobs out of industrial
American cities like De-
troit. According to an
estimate by Janet Yellen,
US treasury secretary,
two million manufactur-
ing jobs have disap-

peared since China
joined the WTO in 2001.

At the same time,
China’s economic
muscle has enabled hefty
increases in military
spending.

 This increased
spending and millions of
locally available engi-
neers have enabled
China to develop state-
of-the-art armament,
such as the Y-20 trans-
porter plane that can
carry several tanks over
7,800 kilome-tres, signal-
ling expeditionary war-
fare capabilities.

Global economic
thinking has shifted from
free trade to strategic
trade.

To be sure, China’s
‘hard power’ is moving
in tandem with China’s
burgeoning ‘soft power’,
increasingly on display
through the Belt and
Roadway Initiative as
well as through develop-
ment institutions like the
Asian Infrastructure In-
vestment Bank. Such ex-
ponential increases in
China’s power have led
analysts to predict China
creating a new economic
and political order.

Facing an existential
challenge from China,
the US finally turned
away from the Washing-
ton Consensus in 2017.
Robert Lighthizer, US
trade representative un-
der Donald Trump, was
instrumental in develop-
ing a set of ‘America

First’ economic policies
that brought down the
curtain on free trade.

In No Trade is Free,
Lighthizer highlighted
the US trade deficit,
which had reached $921
billion in 2022, as a key
statistic and argued that
free trade had led to the
loss of US manufactur-
ing, stagnation of Ameri-
can wages, as well as the
deterioration of
America’s strategic posi-
tion against China.

In order to regain
strategic dominance,
Lighthi-zer proposed a
new Washington Con-
sensus for the US.
Lighthizer convinced
Trump to slap a 25 per
cent tariff on steel and
aluminium imports, as
well as impose similar tar-
iffs on 75pc of Chinese
exports to the US, while
forcing Canada and
Mexico to renegotiate
the North American Free
Trade Agreement.

The new Washing-
ton Consensus has
gained wide currency in
the US, as even after his
election in 2020, Presi-
dent Joe Biden largely
continued Trump’s
policy by keeping these
tariffs in place.

Actually, Biden
took this new thinking
even further by imple-
menting a comprehen-
sive industrial policy,
using state power and
public resources to build
and maintain the capac-

ity to produce specific
manufactures, including
electric vehicles and
semiconductors.

If Trump wins the
election in 2024, the
‘Maganomics’ economic
agenda will entail a radi-
cal extension of policies
introduced during his
first term. For instance,
in the case of Chinese
imports, Trump has
talked about increasing
tariffs to 60pc. By dou-
bling down on his ear-
lier attempts to wean the
US off free trade, Trump
hopes to restore manu-
facturing jobs despite
concerns that his tariffs
will disproportionately
impact low-income
households to the tune
of an extra $2,600 per
year.

Even Vice President
Kamala Harris’ economic
vision is not much dif-
ferent. It is expected that
once in the White House,
she will largely continue
in the same direction set
by Biden, who, after ac-
cusing China of “over-
capacity”, increased tar-
iffs on a whole slew of
Chinese imports.  In
other words, the US will
keep moving away from
free trade regardless of
whoever is in the White
House.

E u r o p e a n
policymakers have also
taken a leaf out of the
American playbook on
the economy. In a recent
report, Mario Draghi

proposes a paradigm
shift for economic policy
in Europe as Europeans
seem to have been
caught flat-footed by re-
lying just on free trade.
One of the report’s main
recommendations calls
on European countries
to channel savings to-
wards investment, R&D
spending and academic
excellence or, in essence,
an expansive industrial
policy that will assist
Europe regain its trade
competitiveness.

Against the back-
drop of such a funda-
mental shift in economic
thinking, any proposal
for free trade between
Pakistan and India needs
to be carefully scruti-
nised lest it creates a stra-
tegic disadvantage for
Pakistan.

First, Pakistan and
India should certainly
pursue peaceful rela-
tions, but the idea that
trade will boost peace
between the two
neighbours is not en-
tirely convincing.

Despite vast bilat-
eral trade, the rivalry be-
tween the US and China
is only becoming more
intense.

Second, even
though untapped trade
potential between Paki-
stan and India is often
touted, trade with India
will be no boon for Paki-
stan as it would lead to a
hefty trade surplus
favouring India.

Clearing the air
By Zofeen T. Ebrahim:

INDIAN External Af-

fairs Minister S.
Jaishankar’s historic
visit — historic because
the last official visit to
Pakistan by an Indian
foreign minister was un-
dertaken by his prede-
cessor, Sushma Swaraj,
in 2015 to attend a con-
ference — comes at a
time when the air in the
federal capital is at its
crispest. There is just
the right amount of
nippiness in the evening
air for a hot cup of the
popular pink Kashmiri
chai to produce the per-
fect warmth — and thus
thwart the toxic air be-
tween India and Paki-
stan. The high-level, 11-
country SCO summit,
which Mr Jaishankar and
his delegation are at-
tending, also comes at
the start of the smog
season.  That is why cli-
mate experts in both In-
dia and Pakistan agree
that, given the stalled
formal bilateral talks be-
tween the two nuclear
neighbours, the two can
at least take baby steps
and discuss shared is-
sues which are likely to
generate less mistrust,
sceptisim and suspicion
because of scientific evi-
dence. The conversation
can begin with air pollu-
tion, since we share and
breathe the same air. Ac-
cording to the World
Bank, an estimated total
of 1.5 billion people in the
two countries are ex-
posed to this form of
pollution. Yesterday’s air
quality data by IQAir
showed Delhi and
Lahore ranking as the
second and fourth cities
with the worst air qual-
ity. Environment lawyer
Ahmad Rafay Alam be-
lieves clean air should
be an obvious agenda

item for discussion at the
summit. In fact, it would
have made sense, he
says, to hold the meet-
ing in Lahore so that the
attendees could view
acclaimed British artist
Dryden Goodwin’s art-
work titled Breathe,
which highlights air pol-
lution in Lahore through
posters, digital bill-
boards and projections
on multiple sites across
the city. This piece of art
is part of the ongoing
Lahore Biennale 03. Ac-
cording to Alam,
Goodwin’s work takes
the discussion on air
pollution out of the dry-
ness of policy language
and speaks directly to
the heart.

Abid Omar, a clean
air campaigner, also the
artist’s model, said there
was time still and the
digital artwork can be
projected on the façade
of important buildings in
Islamabad, as well as
Karachi, even after the
summit is over, as it will
inform and educate the
masses. The SCO pro-
vides an opportunity for
cross-border discus-
sions on pollution.

To understand how
deadly air pollution can
be, one must under-
stand the real culprit:
inhalable particulate
matter, which has a di-
ameter of 2.5
micrometres and is finer
than the finest human
hair (which has a diam-
eter of about 70µm) and
is visible only under an
electron microscope.
When inhaled, it affects
your heart and lungs.
Research has found a
connection between air
pollution and the health
of newborn babies —
low birthweight, miscar-
riages and stillbirths.
And, among young chil-

dren, these particles can
cause asthma, a reduc-
tion in brain volume, be-
havioral dysfunction,
and impaired lung
growth. It’s a scary
thought, but imagine
South Asia burdened by
a generation of un-
healthy children, many of
whom may not live to be-
come adults.

But this particulate
matter does not stay put
or respect borders. It trav-
els long distances. It
chokes the air above us
and across the region.
Therefore, cleaning up
the air in your own city
or country is an exercise
in futility, since there are
six air sheds over the
South Asian region in
which the polluted air re-
mains trapped and that
can lead to an estimated
two million premature
deaths in the region.

Thus, a shared prob-
lem requires a shared
strategy to eliminate it. It
is time to move from bick-
ering over which country
spews the most poison
and work together to
overcome the challenge.

At a meeting
organised last week in
Nairobi by the UK-based
C o n - c i l i a t i o n
Re--so-urces between In-
dian and Pa--kistani
e x p - e r - - t s ,
ambassad-o--rs, journal-
ists and
parliame-ntarians, air pol-
lution exp-e-rts, dismiss-
ing the silo-ed approach,
and recommended
greater cross-border en-
gagement between the
two countries in the form
of knowledge-sharing
and by treating the issue
as a year-round problem
rather than a seasonal
event that gets underway
with the onset of winter
and as smog engulfs the
two Punjabs.
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No sustainable peace, stability without
addressing Kashmir dispute: Mirwaiz

Premier Li Qiang’s Pakistan visit reinforces
all-weather bilateral partnership: China

SRINAGAR (INP): In
Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, se-
nior leader of All Parties
Hurriyat Conference
(APHC), Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq has underscored
that sustainable peace,
stability, and economic
development in the re-
gion cannot be achieved
without addressing the
Kashmir dispute.

According to Kash-
mir Media Service, in an
interview in Srinagar,
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
highlighted that the core
issue fueling tensions
between Pakistan and
India is the Kashmir
conflict, which must be
resolved to foster cor-
dial relations between
the two countries.

He criticized the
BJP-led Indian govern-
ment for its efforts to

erase the identity of the
Kashmiri people.

Mirwaiz noted that
the Kashmiris expressed
their rejection of the BJP
government's illegal ac-
tions from August 2019
through their votes in the
recently held sham elec-
tions in the territory. He
emphasized that the mea-
sures taken by New Delhi
since then have signifi-
cantly affected their
lives.

He pointed out that
the illegal abrogation of
Articles 370 and 35A has
further internationalized
the Kashmir dispute and
called on the Indian gov-
ernment to recognize the
ground realities in the
occupied territory and
engage in meaningful
dialogue to resolve this
long-standing conflict.

In a separate ad-

dress at the historic
Khaniyar Sharif shrine
during the Urs of Sheikh
Syed Abdul Qadir Jilani,
Mirwaiz expressed deep
concern over the plight
of minorities, particularly
Muslims, in India.

He emphasized that
Muslims are living in a
climate of fear and intimi-
dation, referencing
alarming incidents of
violence, discrimination,
and the demolition of
homes and mosques
through bulldozer cam-
paigns. He urged Indian
authorities to end poli-
cies that target minori-
ties.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
crit icized the Waqf
Amendment Bill, assert-
ing that any attempts to
disenfranchise Muslims
will face strong resis-

tance.
He expressed con-

cern over the global chal-
lenges faced by Mus-
lims, emphasizing that
the dire situation in Pal-
estine is troubling not
only for Muslims but for
all of humanity.

He underscored the
vital role of mosques,
stating they are not
merely places of worship
but essential hubs for
Muslims in religious, so-
cial, economic, and politi-
cal matters.

The Urs celebra-
tions saw participation
from thousands of people
across various areas of
occupied Kashmir.

This event marked
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq's
first attendance since
2019, during which he
shared his insights with
the people.

BEIJING (INP): Chinese
Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Mao
Ning stated on Wednes-
day that during his on-
going visit, Chinese Pre-
mier Li Qiang has en-
gaged in extensive and
in-depth discussions
with Pakistan’s govern-
ment, parliament, and
military leaders, which
will certainly lead to
positive outcomes.

This visit  by
China’s Premier of the
State Council is the lat-
est after 11 years, she
said during her regular
briefing in response to a
question about Premier
Li Qiang’s visit to Paki-
stan and its major out-
comes.

Mao Ning said that
the visit marks the ex-
changes at the govern-
ment level between the
two countries within a
year.

Sharing details, she
said that Premier Li
Qiang held in-depth dis-
cussions with leaders of
Pakistan’s government,
parliament, and military.

The ongoing visit has
achieved three key posi-
tive results.

Both sides empha-
sized that their time-
tested friendship has
gained renewed vigor.
Under the strategic guid-
ance of the two countries’
leaders, bilateral relations
continue to enjoy robust
momentum. China reaf-
firmed its commitment to
prioritizing its relation-
ship with Pakistan in its
foreign policy, while Pa-
kistan underscored that
its ties with China are the
cornerstone of its foreign
policy, with this friend-
ship being a widely rec-
ognized and overwhelm-
ing consensus across all
sectors of Pakistani so-
ciety.

Both nations agreed
to continue firmly sup-
porting each other’s core
interests, enhancing
high-level exchanges,
and working together to-
ward modernization and
national rejuvenation.
They also pledged to ac-
celerate the creation of a
closer China-Pakistan

community with a
shared future in the new
era.

Both sides commit-
ted to fostering synergy
to upgrade the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC), accelerating
major infrastructure
projects such as rail-
ways, highways, and
ports, and promoting the
integrated development
of industries. They also
emphasized deepening
practical cooperation in
areas such as agriculture,
minerals, information
technology, energy,
trade, and cultural ex-
changes, all aimed at
benefiting both coun-
tries through closer bilat-
eral ties.

The spokesperson
highlighted that, during
the visit, the leaders of
the two nations at-
tended the completion
ceremony of the new
Gwadar International
Airport.

Relevant depart-
ments from both sides
signed agreements cov-
ering CPEC, livelihood

initiatives, science and
technology, and media
cooperation, further
strengthening their com-
prehensive partnership.

Pakistan expressed
deep condolences for the
Chinese victims of a re-
cent terrorist attack and
pledged to apprehend
the perpetrators, inten-
sify anti-terrorism mea-
sures, and fully ensure
the security of Chinese
personnel, projects, and
institutions in Pakistan.

Mao Ning reiterated
that China supports
P a k i s t a n ’ s
counterterrorism efforts
and urged Pakistan to
implement targeted secu-
rity measures to safe-
guard the environment
for bilateral cooperation.

Both sides reaf-
firmed their zero-toler-
ance stance on terrorism,
committing to strengthen
bilateral and multilateral
counterterrorism coop-
eration, and to draw on
international and re-
gional support to main-
tain regional peace and
stability.

Joint Statement at the end of Chinese
Premier Li Qiang's visit to Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
At  the invitation of
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, Prime Minister of
the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, Li Qiang, Pre-
mier of the State Coun-
cil of the People’s Re-
public of China, paid an
official visit to Pakistan
from October 14 to 17,
2024 and participated in
the 23rd Meeting of the
Council of Heads of
Government of Member
States of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organiza-
tion chaired by Paki-
stan.

During the visit,
Premier Li Qiang held
talks with Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif, and
met with Mr. Asif Ali
Zardari, President of
Pakistan; H.E. Syed
Yusuf Raza Gilani, Chair-
man of the Senate; H.E.
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq,
Speaker of the National
Assembly. The Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Committee as
well as the Chiefs of
Staff of the Army, Navy
and Air Force of Paki-
stan called on Premier Li
Qiang. The two sides
had an in-depth ex-
change of views and
reached extensive con-
sensus on further con-
solidating and deepen-
ing the Pakistan-China
All-Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partner-
ship, on promoting prac-
tical cooperation in vari-
ous sectors, and on is-
sues of mutual interests.

2.The two sides
underscored that since
the establishment of
diplomatic ties, Paki-
stan-China relations
have withstood the test
of times and have re-
mained rock-solid. Since
President Xi Jinping’s
historic state visit to Pa-
kistan in 2015, the All-

Weather Strategic Coop-
erative Partnership be-
tween the two countries
has made significant
progress. After Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s successful offi-
cial visit to China in June
2024, the two countries
have enjoyed even stron-
ger political mutual trust,
more vibrant cooperation,
and closer strategic coor-
dination. Both sides ex-
pressed satisfaction with
the momentum of Paki-
stan-China relations and
agreed to further
strengthen the ironclad
friendship and coopera-
tion between the two
countries.

3. The Pakistani side
highly commends and
firmly supports major vi-
sions and propositions
put forth by President Xi
Jinping, such as fostering
a community with a
shared future for man-
kind, the Belt and Road
Initiative, the Global De-
velopment Initiative, the
Global Security Initiative,
and the Global Civiliza-
tion Initiative. Both sides
advocate for an equal and
orderly multipolar world
and a universally benefi-
cial and inclusive eco-
nomic globalization, and
are committed to working
together with all countries
around the world for a
bright future of peace,
security, prosperity and
progress.?

4. The two sides
noted that in a transform-
ing and turbulent world
where major changes are
unfolding at a faster pace,
the Pakistan-China rela-
tionship is of strategic
significance, and any at-
tempt to disrupt or under-
mine Pakistan-China co-
operation is bound to fail.
Pakistan and China enjoy
an all-level, across-the-
board and high-quality

relationship. The Chi-
nese side reiterated that
the China-Pakistan rela-
tionship is a priority in
its foreign relations. The
Pakistani side under-
scored that the Paki-
stan-China relationship
is the cornerstone of its
foreign policy while the
Chinese side high-
lighted that the China-
Pakistan relationship is
of special significance in
China’s foreign policy.
The two sides will con-
tinue to deepen coop-
eration in various fields
and accelerate efforts to
build an even closer Pa-
kistan-China community
with a shared future in
the new era.?

I. Strengthening
High-Level Political Mu-
tual Trust

5. The two sides
agreed to maintain the
momentum of ex-
changes under the stra-
tegic guidance of the top
leaders for the develop-
ment of bilateral rela-
tions. They agreed to
further strengthen ex-
changes and coopera-
tion at all levels and
across various fields
between governments,
legislative bodies and
political parties.?

6. The Pakistani
side expresses warm
congratulations on the
75th anniversary of the
founding of the People’s
Republic of China and
the successful conclu-
sion of the Third Plenary
Session of the 20th Cen-
tral Committee of the
Communist Party of
China and highlighted
that China’s endeavor to
further deepen reform
comprehensively and
advance high-standard
opening up will bring
new development op-
portunities for Pakistan
and all other countries

around the world. The
Chinese side commends
the new achievements
attained by Pakistan in
economic reform and de-
velopment under the
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif. The
two sides reaffirmed
their firm support to each
other in independently
choosing a development
path that suits their re-
spective national reali-
ties, and agreed to
strengthen exchanges of
governance experience
and foster greater syn-
ergy between their devel-
opment strategies.?

7. The two sides re-
affirmed their unyielding
support for each other
on the issues concerning
their respective core in-
terests and major con-
cerns.  Both sides
stressed that the author-
ity of the U.N. General
Assembly Resolution
2758 brooks no question
or challenge.

The Pakistani side
reaffirmed its firm com-
mitment to one-China
principle, and reiterated
that Taiwan is an inalien-
able part of the territory
of the People’s Republic
of China, and that Paki-
stan firmly supports all
efforts made by China to
achieve national reunifi-
cation, firmly opposes
any form of “Taiwan in-
dependence,” and will
firmly support China on
issues concerning
Xinjiang, Xizang, Hong
Kong and the South
China Sea. The Chinese
side reiterated its unwa-
vering support for Paki-
stan in defending na-
tional sovereignty, inde-
pendence, and territorial
integrity, and its support
for Pakistan’s efforts to
safeguard national secu-
rity, stability, develop-
ment and prosperity.?

APHC-AJK leaders condemn Indian govt’s
Hindutva agenda in IIOJK

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Leaders of the
All Parties Hurriyat
Conference Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(APHC-AJK) chap-
ter have expressed
grave concerns over
the actions of the RSS-
backed Indian govern-
ment, particularly its
systematic campaign
to erase the identity of
Kashmiri Muslims and
impose Hindutva ide-
ology in Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir.

In a joint state-
ment issued from
Islamabad, APHC-
AJK leaders Syed
Faiz Naqashbandi,
Muhammad Sultan
Butt, Zahid Safi, and

Zahid Ashraf high-
lighted the urgent need
for resistance against
the destructive agenda
of Hindutva forces.
They argued that the
RSS’s manifesto aims
to undermine the
unique cultural identity
of Kashmiris and con-
vert the territory’s
Muslim majority into a
minority. The leaders
condemned declara-
tions by Hindutva lead-
ers to obliterate
Kashmir's distinct iden-
tity and integrate it into
a Hindu Rashtra. They
viewed the abrogation
of Article 370 and Ar-
ticle 35-A as the initial
steps towards a
broader agenda of cul-
tural erasure and set-

tler colonialism in
IIOJK. “The Modi re-
gime is systematically
laying the groundwork
for settler colonialism
in IIOJK,” they as-
serted. They pointed
to actions such as
granting domiciles to
non-locals, allotting
land to outsiders, pro-
viding job opportunities
to Indians, and extend-
ing voting rights to
non-locals as tactics
designed to disenfran-
chise Kashmiris and
deprive them of their
cultural and economic
resources.

The APHC-AJK
leaders called for unity
among all segments of
society in the face of
this existential threat,

emphasizing that
Kashmiris are deter-
mined to protect their
identity at any cost.

They expressed
confidence that, de-
spite 77 years of mili-
tary oppression, the
spirit of the Kashmiri
people remains unbro-
ken. “Kashmiris would
rather face death than
submit to the forces of
Hindu extremism,”
they declared. They
vowed to continue re-
sisting Indian cultural
invasion and hege-
mony until the last drop
of blood and urged the
international commu-
nity to intervene in or-
der to safeguard the
land and identity of the
Kashmiri people.

QUETTA: Secretary Finance Treasury Babar khan is presiding over the meeting
related to Local Fund Audit.

ISLAMABAD:The Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers/Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Turkmenistan, Rashid Meredov, called on President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Belaru’s Prime Minister Roman Alexandrovich Golovchenko departed today after attending
23rd SCO summit held in Islamabad. Federal Minister for Privatization, Board of Investment and Commu-
nication, Abdul Aleem Khan bid farewell to Belarus’s Prime Minister at Islamabad International Airport.

Omar Abdullah sworn in as chief minister
following sham elections in IIOJK

SRINAGAR (INP):
In Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir, Omar
Abdullah was sworn
in as Chief Minister
today, following his
National Conference
party's victory in the
recently held sham
elections.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, the oath-taking
ceremony took place
at the Kashmir Inter-
national Convention
Centre in Srinagar,
with Modi govt-ap-
pointed IIOJK Lieu-
tenant Governor
Manoj Sinha adminis-
tering the oath to
Omar Abdullah and
his council of minis-
ters.

Senior NC leader
Surinder Choudhary
also took the oath as
Deputy Chief Minis-
ter.

This marks Omar
Abdullah's first term

as Chief Minister since
the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370 in 2019.

Notable attendees
included prominent po-
litical figures such as
Congress leaders
Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, alongside other
National Conference
leaders who gathered
to support Omar
Abdullah during this
moment.

For the first time in
a decade, IIOJK will
have an elected gov-
ernment, following the
dissolution of the
territory’s assembly in
2018.

In the 90 assembly
seats of IIOJK, the
National Conference
and Congress collec-
tively secured 48 seats,
while the BJP won 29
and the PDP captured
three.

A d d i t i o n a l l y,
AAP's Mehraj Malik
achieved the party's

first electoral victory
in the occupied terri-
tory, with the remain-
ing seats going to in-
dependent candidates.

It is worth noting
that despite the elec-
tions,

the people of oc-
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir regard the
newly formed govern-
ment as a temporary
arrangement to ad-
dress their everyday
issues.

However, their
foremost demand re-
mains the right to self-
determination, as out-
lined in UN Security
Council resolutions, to

secure a lasting reso-
lution to the region's
political future.

 This pursuit of
self-determination is
deeply rooted in
Kashmir ’s history,
tracing back to the
1949 UN Commission
for India and Pakistan
resolution advocating
for a free and impar-
tial plebiscite.

The ongoing quest
for this right under-
scores the vital role of
the international com-
munity in supporting
the Kashmiri people's
struggle for dignity and
their fundamental
rights.
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Maryam Nawaz calls for respectful attitude

to end food wastage

Heads of SCO member states reaffirm commitment to
peacefully resolving disputes through dialogue

HEC issues public warning about increasing
incidents of fraudulent activities on social media

Tarar terms Pakistan’s hosting of SCO summit as
milestone in context of international relations

Foreign media correspondents laud
arrangements made for international  journalists

 at SCO Media Facilitation Centre

LAHORE (INP): Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz has
called for a respectful attitude
to end the food wastage.

Sharing her message on
World Food Day, she high-
lighted the grave issue of food
insecurity grappling millions
across the world. The billions
tons of food wastage was a
concerning, she emphasised,

Maryam Nawaz high-
lighted that Islam addressed
the value of blessing of food
and prohibited its wastage.

She stated that a civilised
behaviour was needed to stop
the wastage of food in homes,
hotels and ceremonies.
Maryam labelled the wastage
of food as carelessness and

apathy. Punjab CM announced
that one dish policy was being
implemented effectively to halt
the food wastage. The viola-
tion of one-dish policy would
be subjected to strict action,
she warned.

She urged to avoid food
wastage ensuring availability
of safe and quality food for
future generations.

CM Maryam Nawaz as-
serted that “Let’s build a soci-
ety where everyone has an
access to food.”

World Food Day is being
observed today (Wednesday)
across the world including Pa-
kistan to promote awareness
of hunger and action for the
future of food, people, and the

planet.
This year ’s theme of

World Food Day is “Right to
food for a better life and a bet-
ter future.”

World Food Day cel-
ebrated every year worldwide
on October 16, marks to com-
memorate the date of the
founding of the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation in 1945.

The day is celebrated
widely by many other
organistions concerned with
hunger and food security, in-
cluding the World Food
Programme, the World Health
Organization and the Interna-
tional Fund for Agricultural
Development.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The heads
of delegation from Shanghai Co-
operation Organization (SCO)
member states on Wednesday re-
affirmed their commitment to
peacefully resolving disputes
through dialogue and consulta-
tions besides emphasizing the
importance of strengthening co-
operation across various sectors,
including politics, security, trade,
finance, and cultural ties, to build
a prosperous, peaceful, safe, and
ecologically sustainable planet.

In a joint declaration issued
at the conclusion of the two-day
SCO Council of Heads of Govern-
ment (CHG) meeting held here, the
heads of delegations called for
sustainable and inclusive eco-
nomic growth of member states
by optimizing the region’s poten-
tial in areas such as green devel-
opment, digital economy, trade, e-
commerce, finance and banking,
investment, high technology,
start-ups and innovation, poverty
alleviation, health care, including
traditional and folk medicine, ag-
riculture, industry, transport, lo-
gistics connectivity, energy, in-
cluding renewable energy, com-
munications, science and technol-
ogy, environment and climate
change.

The heads of delegations,
reaffirming their desire to ensure
stable economic and social devel-
opment in the SCO region, noted
the importance of implementing
the SCO Economic Development
Strategy for the period up to 2030
and the Program of Multilateral
Trade and Economic Cooperation

of the SCO member states.
They stressed the need for

coordinated efforts through the
mechanisms of relevant coopera-
tion in order to implement the re-
spective action plans.

The event was chaired by
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif and was attended
by the leaders from the SCO mem-
ber states including China’s Pre-
mier of the State Council Li Qiang,
Prime Minister of Belarus Roman
Golovchenko, Prime Minister of
Kazakhstan Olzhas Bektenov,
Russian Prime Minister Mikhail
Mishustin, Tajik Prime Minister
Kohir Rasulzoda, Uzbek Prime
Minister Abdulla Aripov,
Kyrgyzstan’s Chairman of Minis-
ters’ Cabinet Zhaparov Akylbek,
Trade Minister of Iran Seyyed
Mohammad Atabek, and Indian
External Affairs Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar.

Besides, Mongolia is partici-
pating in the summit as an Ob-
server State being represented by
Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene
Luvsannamsrai and Turkmenistan
as a Special Guest represented by
Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet
of Ministers Rashid Meredov.

Among other dignitaries at-
tending the moot include SCO
Secretary-General Zhang Ming,
Director of Executive Committee
SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS) Ruslan
Mirzayev, Chairman of the Board
of SCO Business Council Atif
Ikram Shaikh and Chairman of the
Council of SCO Interbank Union
Marat Yelibayev.

The heads of delegation
noted significant shifts in the glo-
bal economy due to advance-
ments in technology and e-com-
merce, expressing concern over
reduced investment and dis-
rupted supply chains caused by
protectionist measures and trade
barriers.

Opposing unilateral sanc-
tions and trade restrictions, the
delegations emphasized the need
for a multilateral trading system
to support global sustainable de-
velopment.

Belarus, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan reiter-
ated their support for China’s One
Belt, One Road initiative, high-
lighting ongoing collaborative ef-
forts to integrate this project with
the Eurasian Economic Union.

The heads of delegation un-
derscored the importance of lever-
aging regional potential and in-
ternational cooperation to facili-
tate equitable interactions within
the SCO.

 They called for sustainable
and inclusive economic growth,
advocating for optimization in
green development, digital
economy, health care, agriculture,
energy, and environmental initia-
tives.

Heads of delegation also
praised Kazakhstan’s chairman-
ship of the SCO for 2023-2024 and
emphasized the importance of
implementing decisions from the
July 4, 2024, CHS meeting, while
expressing support for China’s
chairmanship for 2024-2025.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Higher
Education Commission (HEC) has
issued a public warning about in-
creasing incidents of fraudulent
activities involving scam calls and
fake social media pages falsely
claiming affiliation with the com-
mission.

In a public alert, the HEC
stated that some imposters, claim-
ing affiliation with the HEC, are
defrauding the public by making
scam calls to extract personal in-
formation for degree attestation
or re-verification of already at-
tested documents.

Some individuals, posing as
HEC Attestation Agents, are of-

fering services for degree attesta-
tion, demanding excessive fees for
services, far beyond the pre-
scribed charges.

Fake social media pages are
also being used to deceive the
public by promoting unauthorized
degree verification services.

The HEC has clarified that it
does not employ any agents or
representatives for attestation
purposes and does not make un-
solicited calls or contact individu-
als regarding these services.

The public is urged to use
only the official HEC website
(www.hec.gov.pk) or the HEC at-
testation portal

(eservices.hec.gov.pk) for any
degree-related verifications.

The individuals are encour-
aged to refrain from responding
to any such calls or invitations
and not to trust any person or
social media page claiming to pro-
vide HEC attestation services.

They must report scam calls
at the helpline of their telecom pro-
viders for blocking the fraudulent
number or register complaint at
PTA website www.pta.gov.pk or
toll-free number 0800-55055.

If financial fraud has oc-
curred, the individuals must con-
tact the State Bank of Pakistan at
cpd.helpdesk@sbp.org.pk.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
foreign media correspondents
arrived here to cover 23rd
meeting of the Council of the
Head of Governments (CHG)
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) on
Wednesday lauded the ar-
rangements made for interna-
tional journalists at the SCO
Media Facilitation Centre.

The media correspondents
while requesting anonymity
said the thematic setting, digi-
tal library, high speed internet
facility,

 computers and printing
facilities with multiple TV
screens providing live news

coverage of different news
channels from the member
states of the SCO were all well
planned to ensure all out cov-
erage arrangements at Pak
China Friendship Center.

The SMDs and digital
media screens projecting ban-
ners of member states with
their national monuments ex-
tended a warm gesture of soli-
darity by the host country, said
a foreign media scribe.

She added that the clock
wall with time zones of differ-
ent member states was also
another attraction to give on
spot time zone information to
foreign journalists.

Another journalist com-
mented that the studio and
podcast cabin was really a
great facility on the site as
many of them had recorded
podcasts and live interviews on
the SCO updates.

The foreign journalists ex-
pressed their great admiration
for the musical night on the in-
augural day where the
qawwali night hosted left all the
participants spell bound.

A running cafeteria was
also established to provide fin-
ger food and refreshments to
the participants which was
availed by local and interna-
tional journalists.

PM Shehbaz hopes SCO summit will bring in the
wonderful outcomes for benefit of regional economies

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday expressed the
hope that the 23rd meeting of
the Council of the Heads of
Government (CHG) of the
member states of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) will bring in the won-
derful outcomes for the ben-
efit of regional economies and
uplifting its people.

The prime minister, who
chaired the meeting as current
chair of the Council, in his
opening remarks, welcomed
the guests to Islamabad and
said the summit manifested the
collective voice and wishes of
over 40 percent of world popu-
lation.

He said that the presence
of the SCO leaders also evi-
denced their collective spirit of
promoting cooperation, sus-
tainable development and re-

gional prosperity.
He said the 23rd SCO

CHG was the testament to the
strength of ties among the
SCO member states and the
collaboration among the di-
verse nations.

The prime minister said
that the SCO countries had
immense potential to ensure
development, regional peace
and stability as well as improv-
ing the lives of their people.

He also called for using
the summit to exchange ideas
and share best practices to pro-
mote economic cooperation for
the betterment of their societ-
ies.

Earlier, the prime minister
received the participating lead-
ers at the venue before a group
photo with them.

The leaders from the SCO
member states attending the
summit include China’s Pre-

mier of the State Council Li
Qiang,

 Prime Minister of Belarus
Roman Golovchenko, Prime
Minister of Kazakhstan Olzhas
Bektenov, Russian Prime Min-
ister Mikhail Mishustin, Tajik
Prime Minister Kohir
Rasulzoda, Uzbek Prime Min-
ister Abdulla Aripov,
Kyrgyzstan’s Chairman of
Ministers’ Cabinet Zhaparov
Akylbek, Trade Minister of
Iran Seyyed Mohammad
Atabek, and Indian External
Affairs Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar.

Besides, Mongolia is par-
ticipating in the summit as an
Observer State being repre-
sented by Prime Minister
Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai
and Turkmenistan as a Special
Guest represented by Deputy
Chairman of the Cabinet of
Ministers Rashid Meredov.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Information, Broad-
casting, National Heritage and
Culture Attaullah Tarar on
Wednesday termed Pakistan’s
hosting of 23rd Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization summit as a
milestone in the context of inter-
national relations.

Talking to media persons at
Media Facilitation Center at Pak-
China Friendship Center, he said
some inimical elements were claim-
ing that Pakistan has been iso-
lated at international level but now
the world can see that the heads
of major countries had visited our
country. “Russian and Chinese
Prime Ministers’ arrival in Pakistan
is good omen for us Pakistan repu-
tation has been restored with this
summit”, he added.

He said that Pakistan had
made excellent arrangements for
the 23rd Shanghai Cooperation
Organization summit being held in
Islamabad today.

He said after 27 years an
event of this magnitude was be-

ing hosted by Pakistan. “It is defi-
nitely an honour for Pakistan to
host the 23rd summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion, chaired by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif “, he remarked.

He said that Islamabad, one
of the most beautiful cities of the
world, has been specially deco-
rated for this summit and the for-
eign delegates have given good
remarks about the city.

He said by hosting this sum-
mit Pakistan had once again
proved it had the capacity and
capability to host such mega
events.

“World leaders and del-
egates will take away good im-
pressions from Pakistan which
would help further promote the
soft and positive image of the
country.”

The minister said last night,
the Prime Minister hosted a din-
ner in honour of the distin-
guished guests attending the SCO
Summit and cultural event also
marked the occasion portraying

the culture of the member coun-
tries.

He said the Media Facilita-
tion Center had been set up for
local and foreign journalists cov-
ering the SCO Summit at the
China-Pakistan Friendship Centre.
He said that state of the art facili-
ties were provided at the media
centre so that the journalists
could perform their professional
duties easily and transmit news
stories about the summit.

He said during his speech
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
spoke about regional security,
counter-terrorism and climate
change.

He said such forums provide
opportunities to discuss issues
being faced by the countries of
the region.

He opined that it was also
very important to promote cultural
exchanges as the states of the re-
gion have many cultural similari-
ties. “Culture plays an important
role in the public and soft image
of any country,” he added.

Islamabad: Federal Minister for Economic Affairs Ahad Cheema in meeting with Kyrgyz Finance Minis-
ter Daniiar Amangeldiev

ISLAMABAD: Tajikistan’s Prime Minister, Kokhir Rasulzoda, has wrapped up his visit to Pakistan after
attending the 23rd (SCO) conference, and is heading back home. Miniter of State for Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommunication, Shaza Fatima Khawaja, bid him farewell at Islamabad Internation Airport.

KARACHI: Chairperson BISP Senator Rubina Khalid is inspecting facilities at Benazir Nashunuma
Center PIB Colony Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Family photo of Prime Minister of Pakistan Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Heads of
delegtion of the 23rd SCO Heads of Government Meeting in Islamabad.


