
QUETTA VOICE
First Digital Print Daily of  Balochistan

Editor: Asim Khan dquettavoice@gmail.comFriday,October.18.2024.

Rs.10.00, VOL.VI:No:105

Continued to page 2 Continued to page 2 Continued to page 4

APHC highlights plight of
detained Hurriyat leaders and

activists

Misplaced Priorities In
Balochistan

Focusing on foreign and
 domestic policies

Mir Humayoun
Marri Passes Away

Yousaf Marri:

QUETTA: In a tragic
development, former Caretaker
Chief Minister of Balochistan,
Mir Humayun Khan Marri, has
passed away in Quetta, accord-
ing to family sources. Marri, a
prominent political figure, also
held the esteemed post of
Deputy Chairman Senate during
his career, contributing signifi-
cantly to the province’s political
landscape.

Mir Humayun Marri, who
was twice elected as a Member
of the Provincial Assembly from
Kohlu, played a key role in the
political and legislative pro-
cesses of Balochistan. His
leadership as Caretaker Chief
Minister was marked by his
efforts to maintain political
stability during transitional
phases.

Marri’s death marks the end
of an era, with political circles
mourning the loss of a seasoned
leader known for his dedication
to the province. Further details
regarding his passing and
funeral arrangements are
awaited.

PTI Balochistan President
Dawood Shah Kakar

 Released from Quetta Jail
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Dawood Shah Kakar,
the President of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Balochistan, was released by a
local court in Quetta. Kakar had
been arrested under the Main-
tenance of Public Order (MPO)
3 by the district administration
of Quetta a few days ago.

Following his release from the Dis-
trict Jail Quetta, PTI leaders, in-
cluding Noor Khan Khilji and
other prominent figures, warmly
welcomed the party president.
A large number of PTI workers
gathered outside the jail, chant-
ing slogans in support of Kakar
and the party.

Kakar’s arrest had stirred signifi-
cant polit ical  tension in

Balochistan, with PTI leadership
condemning the district
administration’s move. Speak-
ing to the media after his release,
Kakar expressed gratitude to his
supporters and vowed to con-
tinue his political struggle for
the people of Balochistan.

The release of Dawood Shah
Kakar marks an important mo-
ment for PTI’s leadership in the
region, as the party continues
to push its agenda amid grow-
ing political challenges.

This development comes as PTI
faces mounting pressures
across the country, and the re-
lease of its provincial leader is
seen as a morale boost for party
supporters in Balochistan.

8,000 Breast Cancer Cases In Balochistan,
Awareness Campaign Launched

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: With 8,000 new breast
cancer cases reported in
Balochistan this year, Atomic
Energy Cancer Hospital (Senar)
has initiated an awareness cam-
paign to combat this rising
threat.

The campaign, spearheaded by
Director Dr.  Khusnaseeb
Ahmed and oncologist Dr.
Feroze Khan Achakzai, empha-
sizes early detection as a crucial
step in saving lives.

The month-long awareness activi-
ties include free breast cancer
screenings at Senar Hospital
from October 1 to October 31,
aiming to provide life-saving
services to the community. A
walk was also organized to kick
off the campaign, symbolizing
unity in the fight against breast

cancer.

8000 New Cases in
Balochistan – Urgent

Need for Early Diagnosis
Breast cancer remains a signifi-

cant health issue in Balochistan,
with 8,000 new cases reported
this year alone.  Experts warn
that early detection and timely
treatment are essential to con-
trolling this deadly disease.

Free Screenings and
Awareness Seminars

in October
Throughout October, the hospi-

tal will hold awareness seminars
at universities and colleges
across Quetta, as well as aware-
ness drives on TV, radio, and so-

cial media.
The hospital’s breast clinic will

offer free screenings from Octo-
ber 23 to October 31, between
10 AM and 12 PM, to help iden-
tify potential cases early.

Message from Dr.
Khusnaseeb Ahmed
and Dr. Feroze Khan

Achakzai
“Early diagnosis is the key to de-

feating breast cancer.
We urge women across

Balochistan to take advantage
of these free screenings,” said
Dr. Khusnaseeb Ahmed.

Dr. Feroze Khan Achakzai added
that raising awareness is essen-
tial to reducing the burden of
this disease on the province.

Participants of the breast cancer awareness walk holding banners in
SENAR hospital Quetta.

PM Shehbaz meets President
Zardari to discuss

constitutional amendments
NEWS DESK: Prime Minis-

ter Shehbaz Sharif has met with
President Asif Ali Zardari at the
President house to discuss pro-
posed constitutional amendments
and the prevailing political situa-
tion.

The meeting on Thursday
comes as the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) and Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP) step
back from their earlier proposal to
establish constitutional courts,
Express News reported.

Moreover, during a special
parliamentary committee meeting,
chaired by Khursheed Shah, dis-
cussions were held on the 26th
constitutional amendment draft.

According to sources, the
governing coalition parties and
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) have
agreed to drop the proposed 26th
constitutional amendment, which
called for the creation of consti-
tutional courts.

Instead, they reached a con-
sensus on forming a constitu-
tional bench.

The special committee meet-
ing concluded with the govern-
ment and JUI-F deciding to con-

sult the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) on a joint draft. JUI-F leader
Maulana Fazlur Rehman will share
the finalised draft with PTI lead-
ership,  marking the nearing
completion of the amendment pro-
cess. However, Information Ad-
visor for Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
(K-P) Barrister Saif announced PTI
will mount both legal and political
resistance against the proposed
constitutional amendment.

PTI lawmaker Barrister Saif
labelled on Thursday that the cur-
rent government is "illegitimate"
and accused it of  "attempting to
secretly alter the constitution
without public representation".

PTI's political committee has
announced its decision to resist
recent constitutional amendments
and hold a nationwide protest this
Friday, according to the Express-
News.

 The parliamentary committee
will reconvene after Friday prayers
to continue discussions on the
draft. Earlier today, Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan's
(MQM-P) amendments to 26th
constitutional draft have been dis-
carded.

Government to table constitutional amendment
 in Senate tomorrow

NEWS DESK: The ruling coali-
tion has decided to present the
26th Constitutional Amendment
in the Senate tomorrow, as con-
firmed by Senator Irfan Siddiqui,
the parliamentary leader of Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) on Thursday.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
hosted a luncheon in honour of
the government’s senators,
where the upcoming amendment
was discussed.

Speaking to the media after the
luncheon, Senator Siddiqui
stated,  "The constitutional
amendment will be brought to the
Senate tomorrow."

He also mentioned that the prime
minister briefed the senators on
conversations held with leader-
ship from other parties regard-
ing the amendment.

Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar
provided an in-depth briefing on
the draft of the proposed consti-
tutional amendment.

In addition, a meeting of the fed-
eral cabinet has been called to-
morrow, during which the 26th
Amendment is expected to be ap-
proved.

Following cabinet approval, the
amendment will be presented in
both the Senate and the National
Assembly.

Notably, PML-N and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) have with-
drawn their support for the es-
tablishment of federal constitu-
tional court.  According to
sources, a special parliamentary
committee meeting chaired by
Khursheed Shah discussed the
draft of the 26th Amendment.

It has been agreed among coali-

tion parties and Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (JUI) to drop the proposal
for constitutional courts and in-
stead focus on forming consti-
tutional benches.

Meanwhile, the draft for 26th Con-
stitutional Amendment is enter-
ing its final stage, with several
key proposals coming to light,
according to sources.

The draft suggests the establish-
ment of a 5 or 9-member consti-
tutional bench in the Supreme
Court, while provincial benches
would not be formed. The judi-
cial commission would be re-
sponsible for forming the con-
stitutional bench and appointing
its head, with the Chief Justice
of Pakistan no longer having the
authority to make changes to the
bench.

One significant proposal includes
setting a term limit for the con-
stitutional bench. Additionally,
the draft seeks to curtail the Su-
preme Court’s suo motu powers.

Another major recommendation
proposes that the Chief Justice

of the Supreme Court should be
appointed from the three most
senior judges. The process for
appointing the Chief Election
Commissioner is also set to be
changed. If the Prime Minister
and the Opposition Leader fail
to agree on a candidate, a parlia-
mentary committee would make
the appointment.

The draft further calls for the com-
plete restoration of the 18th Con-
stitutional Amendment and the
abolition of the 19th Amend-
ment.

Under the proposed changes to
Article 63A, a vote cast in line
with party policy would be
counted. Amendments to Article
48 are also part of the draft.

Another notable proposal states
that any advice sent to the Presi-
dent by the Prime Minister and
federal cabinet cannot be chal-
lenged. Furthermore, no institu-
tion, court, or authority would
have the power to investigate or
act on the advice given to the
President.

K-P govt approves
universal life

insurance among
seven key projects

NEWS DESK: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) government
has approved seven major
flagship projects, including life
insurance for the entire popula-
tion of the province.

A meeting chaired by Chief
Minister K-P Sardar Ali Amin
Gandapur, attended by Finance
Advisor Muzammil Aslam and
administrative secretaries of
relevant departments, gave the
nod to the projects.

The flagship projects
include life insurance coverage
for the entire provincial popula-
tion, the establishment of the
provincial government's own
Islamic Takaful insurance
company, the launch of a
solarisation program, and a
home-stay tourism scheme.

Other approved projects
include the construction of the
Peshawar-Dera Ismail Khan
Motorway, a 120-kilometre-long
transmission line, the establish-
ment of a trade corridor hub, and
the creation of a debt manage-
ment fund.

BNP Leaders Condemn
Pressure on Senators Over
Constitutional Amendment

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Balochistan National
Party (BNP) leaders, including
Agha Hassan Baloch and
Ahmed Nawaz, have strongly
condemned alleged pressure on
their senators to support a con-
stitutional amendment.

Speaking at a press conference at
the Quetta Press Club, they criti-
cized attempts to influence their
party members.

Agha Hassan Baloch stated,
“BNP has always stood for the
protection of the constitution
and democracy. Any pressure

on our senators to compromise
these values will not be toler-
ated.” Ahmed Nawaz empha-
sized the party’s firm stance,
saying, “We have faced many
challenges, but BNP will con-
tinue to uphold democratic prin-
ciples. We will not bow to any
external pressure.”

The leaders called for respecting
parliamentary norms and vowed
to protect Balochistan’s inter-
ests, urging the government to
refrain from undemocratic prac-
tices.
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Hope triumphant
By F.S. Aijazuddin:

Rights review
By Rabiya Javeri Agha:

SOMEONE in the IMF

is not familiar with Dr
Samuel Johnson’s witty
definition of a second
marriage: “a triumph of
hope over experience”.
The IMF and Pakistan
have been in and out of
wedlock not twice, but
multiple times.

One would have
imagined that an institu-
tion as experienced as
the IMF would spot a
habitual offender
amongst a pack of its fi-
nancial delinquents. Ap-
parently not. No sooner
had Pakistan digested
the Stand-By Arrange-
ment (SBA) of $3 billion
extended by the IMF in
2023-24, than it applied
for a new loan of $7bn.
Even addicts draw a
breath before the next
snort.

Recall our predica-
ment in 2023, as we
waited desperately for
the release of the last
$1.1bn tranche of the
SBA. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif assured
the IMF MD Mme
Georgieva that, if re-
elected, he stood “com-
mitted to turning over
the economy with the
help of IMF and devel-
opment partners”.

On her part, Mme
Georgieva reminded him
that, although he had
“built a very convincing
case”, the IMF Board
recalled “the past trust
deficit” and reiterated its
scepticism about
Pakistan’s freshest un-
dertakings. She then
mollified her Board with
the assurance that Paki-
stan would “deliver on
its commitments … as

she had personally met
the prime minister and
seen his seriousness to
deliver”.

The IMF programme
repeats a familiar mantra.

In reciprocation, our
PM expressed his “pro-
found gratitude” for her
“support and assistance”
and sent her some man-
goes in appreciation of
“her leadership and pro-
fessionalism”.

Apparently, man-
goes did the trick. A year
later, on Sept 25, 2024, the
IMF approved a 37-
month Extended Ar-
rangement for SDR 5,320
million. (around $7bn). It
was an anniversary of
sorts. This is the 25th
time Pakistan has ap-
proached the IMF for a
bailout.

To obtain this $7bn
loan and its first tranche

of $1.1bn., Pakistan as-
sured the IMF that it will
implement radical
changes which will test
the public’s patriotism
and the sinews of our
federation.

The new
programme comes with
several conditions, or
‘bitter pills’. These in-
clude bringing
undertaxed sectors in-
cluding retail, export, in-
dustrialists, developers,
and large-scale agricul-
ture into the income tax
regime.

The Government
has agreed to reduce
“non-transparent sup-
port through exemptions
for privileged sectors
like real estate, agricul-
ture, manufacturing, and
energy, as well as,
through the proliferation
of Special Economic

Zones”. The IMF de-
mands the abolition of
SEZs by 2035. CPEC,
however, plans into 2030
the expansion of SEZs
and Free Trade Zones,
especially Gwadar Port.

The IMF
programme repeats a fa-
miliar mantra — earn
more, spend less, and
minimise borrowing.

 The IMF
recognises the inherent
schisms in Pakistan’s
political structure: “Po-
litical economy consid-
erations and pressures
from vested interests
could delay or weaken
the reform momentum
and put at risk still-brittle
stability.”

The IMF also ex-
pects Pakistan to be sup-
ported by “development
and bilateral partners”,
ie, the World Bank, ADB,

Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
and China.

The CPEC is the
IMF’s bugbear. The IMF
sought transparent dis-
closure; Pakistan hid be-
hind legal obfuscation. In
2022, the IMF carped
that Pakistan owed more
to China than the IMF
and DFIs combined. In
2022, Pakistan owed
China $26.6bn, and the
IMF about $7bn.

The IMF’s staff re-
port supporting the $7bn
loan approval contains
an odd justification:

“Reputational risks
would arise if the Fund
were perceived as treat-
ing Pakistan differently
from other members that
ostensibly enjoy less
support. Alternatively,
not proceeding with a
new programme also
raises reputational risks

as the new authorities, or
other members, may ac-
cuse the Fund of not be-
ing evenhanded.”

The IMF
recognises that some
debtors have no pros-
pect of being repaid on
time, unless a major
creditor (China) ei--ther
reschedules or rolls over
or writes off its loans.
The Chinese may do the
first, possibly also the
second. China is not in
the business of giving
charity without cause.

When will China tire
of being Pakistan’s
banker of the first and
the last resort? One sus-
pects it will reconsider its
largesse after the next
US administration is in
place.

For the time being,
Pakistan is enjoying the
advantage of a pre-US

Pakistan's turn to host

the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO)
summit has brought lead-
ers of China, Russia, In-
dia, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and several Cen-
tral Asian States to
Islamabad. Apart from
the formal sessions and
meetings, the Confer-
ence provides a valuable
opportunity for del-
egates of these coun-
tries to exchange views
on the sidelines and pro-
mote their country's bi-
lateral and core interests.
It could also be a forum
to mend fences, reduce
tension among member
nations and explore av-
enues for further
strengthening the rela-
tionship.

While looking at
SCO, it is interesting to
look at other major union
of nations. The Euro-
pean Union, is a supra-
national political and
economic union of 27
member states. The
Union has a total area of
4,233,255 km and a popu-
lation of over 450 million.
Its GDP is estimated to
be $26.64 trillion (PPP),
representing around
one-sixth of the global
economy. Germany has
the biggest national
GDP of all EU countries
followed by France and
Italy.

The Union of South
American Nations
(UNASUR), founded in
2008, is an intergovern-
mental regional
organisation. It includes
all 12 independent South
American states - Argen-
tina, Bolivia, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Ecua-
dor, Guyana, Paraguay,
Peru, Surinam, Uruguay

and Venezuela. It has not
been very successful
due to differences be-
tween member nations.
In particular, political dif-
ferences and rivalry be-
tween Brazil and Argen-
tina has weakened the
organisation.

Fear of domination
by these two major pow-
ers has been another im-
portant reason for the
other member states to
be cautious.

When SAARC was
conceived it had similar
aims as that of European
Union or the Union of
South American Nations
(UNASUR). It was per-
haps too ambitious a
goal considering the ad-
verse relationship be-
tween India and Pakistan
and the lukewarm atti-
tude of former prime min-
ister of Bangladesh
Sheikh Hasina towards
Pakistan. It was a seri-
ous barrier in
normalising ties with
Bangladesh. However,
with Sheikh Hasina hav-
ing had to resign be-
cause of a strong politi-
cal movement against
her and a new PM sworn
in,  Pakistan and
Bangladesh are likely to
normalise and improve
relations. Dr Muhammad
Yunus,  a renowned
economist, Nobel Prize
winner, politician and
civil society leader,
played a critical role in
the removal of Sheikh
Hasina. He probably
could have succeeded
Hasina as the Prime Min-
ister but considering his
age and other factors he
wisely decided to serve
as chief adviser of the
interim government.
Hopefully, with these
major changes in the top

leadership of
Bangladesh, relations
with Pakistan that have
remained frozen are ex-
pected to improve.
Equally important would
be to increase trade and
commerce and ease travel
between the two coun-
tries.

A normal stable re-
lationship between Paki-
stan and India is critical
for the two countries and
the region. Unfortu-
nately, the opposite has
been the case for most of
the time since the two
countries achieved their
independence in 1947.
The relationship for the
last few years has been
practically frozen as it
seems to be the deliber-
ate policy of PM Modi to
isolate and weaken Paki-
stan.

But hurting Paki-
stan and soiling its repu-
tation also has adverse
consequences for India
and the region. India's
image has suffered and
certainly the benefits
that would have accrued
through increased mu-
tual trade, tourism and
some reduction in de-
fence expenditure have
not been possible.

Pakistan counters
India's hegemonic de-
signs apart  from
strengthening its de-
fence and strategic as-
sets by getting closer to
Beijing and strengthen-
ing ties with the Muslim
countries. China's influ-
ence and involvement
with South Asian coun-
tries has increased over
the years. It has focused
on economic integration
and enhancing political
clout in the region.

There have been
numerous attempts to

LIKE any country in

the world, Pakistan is
host to multifaceted and
complex human rights
issues. The country’s
marginalised groups,
women, minorities, and
children frequently face
systemic rights viola-
tions that are rooted in
entrenched power struc-
tures.

Perpetrators enjoy
impunity, with little reha-
bilitative support offered
to victims. It is thus of
lit tle surprise that
Pakistan’s performance
on international indexes
is faltering. Pakistan
ranked 164 out of 193
countries under the lat-
est Human Develop-
ment Index, placing it
firmly in the “low human
development” category
in terms of education,
health and income lev-
els.

The situation on
the ground is worrying,
especially when one
considers the Govern-
ment of Pakistan’s inter-
national commitments
under the seven core
United Nations human
rights treaties it has rati-
fied. These treaties are
more than just paper.
They create concrete

obligations for the gov-
ernment to respect and
fulfil key civil, political,
economic, social and
cultural rights of all
those in its territory. On
Oct 17, 2024, the Govern-
ment of Pakistan’s per-
formance pertaining to
civil and political rights,
as enshrined under the
International Covenant
on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), will
come under review before
the UN Human Rights
Committee. The commit-
tee will engage in a con-
structive dialogue with
the government, at the
end of which a list of rec-
ommendations will be is-
sued. While Pakistan has
ratified the core UN hu-
man rights treaties, its
commitment to uphold-
ing the rights within re-
mains fragile. The up-
coming review under-
scores the importance of
reform. The National
Commission for Human
Rights (NHCR) plays a
pivotal role in this pro-
cess. In its capacity as
an official, independent
rights watchdog under
the NCHR Act of 2012, it
has resolved over 7,900
cases and played a key
role in advocating for
human rights at home

and abroad.
Through its re-

search and advocacy, the
NCHR has successfully
challenged discrimina-
tory practices, secured
the release of prisoners,
and worked to maintain
our operational indepen-
dence despite chal-
lenges. However, these
efforts alone are not
enough to reverse the
systemic issues that hold
Pakistan back. Our report
to the UN committee out-
lines Pakistan’s legisla-
tive and administrative
strides, but also high-
lights persistent chal-
lenges in enforcement.

Pakistan’s commit-
ment to upholding human
rights remains fragile.

An area of grave
concern is violence
against women. Despite
constitutional and legal
protections, 23 per cent
of married women in Pa-
kistan report physical
abuse, while 26pc face
emotional abuse. These
alarming statistics point
to systemic flaws in law
enforcement and the ju-
diciary, where patriarchal
norms limit justice for
victims. With only 18pc
of reported rape cases
reaching court, the path
to justice is fraught with

challenges. The eco-
nomic cost of this vio-
lence,  estimated at
$189.7 million annually, is
a further burden Paki-
stan can il l afford.
Strengthening legal
frameworks, providing
better protection, and
empowering women
must become national
priorities.

Religious minorities
in Pakistan also face es-
calating violence and
discrimination. The mis-
use of blasphemy laws
led to 705 people being
jailed by mid-2024, and
continues to cause con-
cern, while forced con-
versions — especially of
Hindu girls — underline
the vulnerabilities of
marginalised communi-
ties. While legislative
measures exist, enforce-
ment is weak, leaving
minority groups ex-
posed to socioeconomic
and religious persecu-
tion. The NCHR has
worked diligently to ad-
dress these issues but
recognises that more
comprehensive reforms
are urg-e-ntly needed,
particularly in tackling
extremism and reforming
re--ligious education.

Torture and ill-treat-
ment by law enforcement

rem-ain troubling
rea-lities. Despite the
passage of the Tor--ture
and Custo-d-ial Death
(Prevention and Punish-
ment) Act in 2022, imple-
mentation has been
slow. Torture is not only
a violation of human dig-
nity, but a symptom of
larger institutional flaws.
Inhumane prison condi-
tions, exacerbated by
overcrowding and inad-
equate medical care, add
to the suffering, with pre-
trial detainees making up
a significant portion of
the prison population.

Pakistan’s interna-
tional human rights obli-
gations are not just
boxes to be ticked —
they represent the rights
and dignity of its people.
As we approach the next
ICCPR review, the NCHR
will continue to advocate
for reforms that bring us
closer to fulfilling these
commitments. The gov-
ernment must act deci-
sively to improve condi-
tions for women, minori-
ties, and the incarcer-
ated, ensuring that no
one in Pakistan is left
behind. The future of hu-
man rights in Pakistan
depends on meaningful
action. It’s time to turn
rhetoric into reality.

election windfall. The
latest IMF loan is spread
over the next three years,
with periodic reviews.
Whichever candidate —
Donald Trump or Kamala
Harris — wins the White
House in November, our
$7bn IMF lifeline will defi-
nitely come under scru-
tiny.

President Trump
gave a previous prime
minister a personal tour
of the White House. Will
he be inclined to extend
a similar courtesy to his
successor? Kamala Har-
ris knows Pakistan as
India’s irascible
neighbour. Her DNA
could colour her judg-
ment.

Meanwhile, to para-
phrase Herbert Hoover:
accursed are the young,
for they shall inherit our
national debt.

improve the relationship,
notably the Shimla sum-
mit, the Agra summit and
the Lahore summit, as
well as various peace
and co-operation initia-
tives. Despite those ef-
forts, relations between
the countries have re-
mained frigid, following
repeated acts of cross-
border terrorism.

The United States,
China, the European
Union and other friendly
nations should encour-
age Pakistan and India
to engage in dialogue. It
is not surprising that the
US finds the inimical re-
lationship between the
two south Asian
neighbours against its
broader strategic inter-
ests. The US would like
Pakistan and India to
normalise their relations,
thereby helping India to
enhance its economic
power and political influ-
ence to counter growing
Chinese influence in the
region and globally.

It would be wrong
to assume that China is
against Pakistan and In-
dia normalising their re-
lations.

It does not serve its
broader strategic and
economic interests. For
China, India is a major
export destination and
the India-China trade is
on the rise, at a rate of
9.6% annually. In 2022,
China's exports to India
were $110 billion, with
main products being
computers, integrated
circuits and broadcast-
ing equipment, accord-
ing to the data available.
And India's exports to
China the same year
were $15.38 billion, with
refined petroleum and
iron ore being the main

products.
It is interesting to

note that despite politi-
cal differences and stra-
tegic rivalry, the China-
America, China-India
and China-Taiwan trade
and commercial relations
continue to grow, ben-
efitting both nations.
The strong economic
and trade relations have
contributed significantly
to maintaining a stable
world order.

There are lessons
for Pakistan and India to
draw from this. If they
had remained engaged
in trade and commercial
activities, there would
have been visits of busi-
nessmen and entrepre-
neurs seeking new op-
portunities. It would
have contributed to eas-
ing tensions while also
opening avenues for ex-
ports and imports,
thereby giving a boost
to their economies.

Personalised poli-
tics that has become the
norm should be avoided
and instead critical na-
tional issues should be
seriously addressed in
the national assembly
and Senate. The security
situation demands spe-
cial attention. It cannot
be left to the army lead-
ership only. Regional
and global develop-
ments especially those
in the Middle East have
consequences and need
to be closely monitored.

It is to be seen if
Modi in his third term as
prime minister will like to
normalise relations with
Pakistan. Nonetheless,
Pakistan leadership's
best course of defending
the country's core inter-
ests lies in strengthening
it internally.

Misplaced Priorities In
Balochistan

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: The ongoing hunger strike by professors and lecturers from the
University of Balochistan and BUITEMS outside the Quetta Press Club is a
sobering reflection of the government’s misplaced priorities. As these dedi-
cated educators protest unpaid salaries and rampant corruption within their
institutions, the Balochistan government has inexplicably allocated Rs. 5 bil-
lion for the construction of a new provincial assembly. This stark contrast
raises fundamental questions about the government’s commitment to educa-
tion and the welfare of its citizens.

Education is the backbone of any society, and the deteriorating condi-
tions in Balochistan’s universities signal a growing crisis. Faculty members,
led by esteemed professors such as Kaleemullah Bareech, Fareed Achakzai,
and Hasrat Hussain Shah, are fighting not just for their livelihoods but for the
future of education in the province. Months without salaries have left these
educators struggling to support their families, while institutional corruption
further cripples the academic environment. Yet, the government’s response
has been indifferent at best, neglecting the very people responsible for shap-
ing the next generation of leaders.

Professor Barech’s poignant statement, “We have not received our sala-
ries for months. How are we supposed to sustain our families and continue our
work under such conditions?” echoes the frustrations of many across the
province. Meanwhile, Professor Achakzai’s allegations of corruption within
the universities, where funds intended for academic development are being
siphoned off, only add to the sense of injustice. These are not minor griev-
ances; they are symptomatic of a failing system that urgently needs reform.

Yet, instead of addressing these pressing concerns, the government has
chosen to funnel an astonishing Rs. 5 billion into constructing a new assembly
building. While the need for infrastructure in governance is understandable, it
pales in comparison to the immediate and critical needs of the education sec-
tor. What message does it send to the people of Balochistan when their educa-
tors must resort to hunger strikes to receive what is rightfully theirs, while
such vast sums are spent on a building that, in all likelihood, will benefit only
a few?

Professor Hasrat’s concerns about the impact on students should be a
wake-up call for the authorities. The students of Balochistan are the ones who
will ultimately pay the price for the government’s neglect. With teachers pro-
testing on the streets and administrative failures plaguing the universities,
how can we expect students to receive a quality education? The long-term
damage to Balochistan’s higher education system will be profound if these
issues are not addressed swiftly.

The government must rethink its priorities. Rather than pouring billions
into grand construction projects, it should focus on resolving the immediate
crises facing the education sector. This means paying the salaries owed to the
professors and lecturers, launching investigations into the corruption allega-
tions, and ensuring that funds meant for academic development are used for
their intended purposes.

If the government continues down this path, it risks not only alienating
the academic community but also undermining the future of the province itself.
The education of Balochistan’s youth should never be compromised for the
sake of political monuments. It is time for the government to act decisively,
meet the demands of the protesting faculty members, and invest in the future
of education in Balochistan. Anything less is a betrayal of the province’s
students and educators.

Undemocratic peace
By Imran Jan:

P roponents of the

democratic peace theory
argue that democracies
never or almost never go
to war with one another.
This theory has not been
one without critique but
recent developments in
the world and a better
awareness of conflicts
around the world mainly
due to the advent of so-
cial media have left a
major dent in the idea that
democratic states almost
never go to war with
each other.

One of the critiques
of the theory also argues
that war may not have
been defined properly.
Definitions of conflicts is
another major problem.
For instance, the Obama
administration had in-
dulged in a global assas-
sination campaign using
drone strikes, violating
the sovereignty of na-
tions around the world,
compromising their com-
munications infrastruc-
ture, making cyber-at-
tacks against Iranian
centrifuges,  and so
forth. If the powerful
states always stuck to
the definitions of con-
flicts that they them-
selves wrote then these
acts and many others not
mentioned here would

be called acts of war and
acts of aggression.

Instead of going
into the details of flaws
in the idea of democratic
peace and pointing out
every single weak link in
the chain, I would rather
argue that there are far
stronger cases of un-
democratic peace rather
than weak examples of
democratic peace.

Many nations have
accepted the superiority
of certain nations and
only that has resulted in
avoiding armed conflict
with those nations.

The entire Arab
world with all the nation
states in them, avoid
angering Israel, for in-
stance - not because
that is what the vox-
populi of that region
wants, but rather be-
cause the power sys-
tems in place have been
nurtured and controlled
by the US so that there
remains no wiggle room
for any of those nations
to practise an indepen-
dent foreign policy es-
pecially toward Israel. If
the decisions of the
Arab world were to be
made in line with the as-
pirations of the popula-
tion of those states, Pal-
estine would be a strong
and established state

today and perhaps Israel
wouldn't have existed.
This fake peace,
achieved not through or-
ganic means but by the
subjugation of the citi-
zenry, has been one of the
most undemocratic reali-
ties of the world we live
in.

Even if we look at the
relationship between Is-
rael and the US, it may
seem to many as this
aged-old special relation-
ship achieved through
the Judeo-Christian ide-
als shared by both the
countries, it has rather
been a relationship estab-
lished pretty recently. In
the 1967 war, Israel was
mainly supported by
France and England. It
was later that the US be-
came an Israeli ally. The
US, being a democracy
where free speech thrives,
is also home to some of
the most sophisticated
propaganda on earth.
Americans are bom-
barded with this endless
propaganda campaign
that Israel is this victim
state that needs to be
protected by the US
muscle. This narrative
gets repeated endlessly
and unquestioningly, in-
stilling in the minds of the
American citizens as this
absolute truism.
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Pakistani agrochemical,
 companies look to expand

market share in China

India all out for record home Test low of 46
against New Zealand

Over 150 arrested as violent protests against
alleged Lahore rape spread to Rawalpindi

UN report says 1.1 billion people
in acute poverty

UNITED NATIONS
(INP):  More than
one billion people are
living in acute poverty
across the globe, a
UN Development
Program report said
Thursday, with  chil-
dren accounting for
over half of those af-
fected.

The paper pub-
lished with the Oxford
Poverty and Human
Development Initia-
tive (OPHI) high-
lighted that poverty
rates were three times
higher in countries at
war, as 2023 saw the
most conflicts around
the world since the
Second World War.

The UNDP and
the OPHI have pub-
lished their Multidi-

mensional Poverty In-
dex annually since
2010, harvesting data
from 112 countries with
a combined population
of 6.3 billion people. It
uses indicators such as
a lack of adequate
housing, sanitation,
electricity, cooking
fuel, nutrition and
school attendance.

“The 2024 MPI
paints a sobering pic-
ture: 1.1 billion people
endure multidimen-
sional poverty, of which
455 million live in the
shadow of conflict,”
said  Yanchun Zhang,
chief statistician at the
UNDP.

“For the poor in
conflict-affected coun-
tries, the struggle for
basic needs is a far

harsher and more des-
perate  battle,” Zhang
told AFP.

The report echoed
last year’s findings
that 1.1 billion out of
6.1 billion people
across 110 countries
were facing extreme
multidimensional pov-
erty.

Thursday’s paper
showed that some 584
million people under 18
were experiencing ex-
treme poverty, ac-
counting for 27.9 per-
cent of children world-
wide, compared  with
13.5 percent of adults.

It also showed
that 83.2 percent of
the world’s poorest
people live in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa and
South Asia.

 Sabina Alkire, di-
rector of the OPHI,
told that

conflicts were hin-
dering efforts for pov-
erty reduction.

“At some level,
these findings are intui-
tive. But what shocked
us was the sheer mag-
nitude of people who
are struggling to live a
decent life and at the
same time fearing for
their safety –- 455 mil-
lion,” she said.

 “This points to a
stark but unavoidable
challenge to the inter-
national community to
both zero in on poverty
reduction and foster
peace, so that any en-
suing peace actually
endures,” Alkire
added.

RAWALPINDI (INP):  At
least 150 violent protest-
ers were arrested in
Rawalpindi as police
used tear gas to dis-
perse students demon-
strating against the  al-
leged rape of a Lahore
student.

Last week, reports
related to the alleged
rape of the private col-
lege student went viral
on social media, prompt-
ing the police to arrest a
security guard at  the
college who was alleg-
edly involved in the in-
cident.

Enraged by the al-
leged incident, students
mobilised on social me-
dia and staged protests
outside different col-
leges in Lahore in the
past few days. On Mon-
day,  at least 28 were in-
jured due to clashes
with the security guards
of the college and police.

Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Maryam Nawaz has
declared that the alleged
rape was “fabricated
news”, blaming the PTI
for spreading the “fake
reports” on social media.
Punjab Group of Col-
leges (PGC) group Direc-
tor Agha Tahir and other
office-holders have
termed the incident
“baseless”.

Speaking to a pri-
vate TV Channel,
Rawalpindi Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP)
Operation Hafiz Kamran
Asghar said around 150
violent protesters had
been arrested, adding
that the situation was
now completely under
control.

SSP Asghar said
that they did not want to
arrest students, however,
if anyone tried to take the
law into their hands un-
der the guise of protests,

legal  action would be
taken against them. “All
the angles of the protest
are being investigated,”
the SSP said, adding that
a heavy contingent of
police has been  de-
ployed on the main
roads outside the col-
leges in different areas of
the city.

“All the closed
roads have also been
opened,” SSP Asghar
added. According to a
post on Rawalpindi
Police’s X account, po-
lice personnel have been
deployed at  various lo-
cations across the city.

“Rawalpindi Police
is fully prepared to deal
with any law and order
situation,” it said. “Par-
ents are requested to
keep their children away
from illegal activities, the
future of children can be
ruined in case of legal
action,” the police

added.
The violent protests

had already spread to
other Punjab cities on
Wednesday, where stu-
dents of public as well as
private institutes re-
sorted to ransacking  and
torching different PGC
campuses.

The protests also
claimed the life of a col-
lege security guard in the
Gujrat district, for which
at least 185 people were
booked in a murder case.
In Lahore,  students gath-
ered outside the Punjab
College’s Campus 11,
where they set fire to the
parking area, shattered
windows, and damaged
doors.

More than 450
people were named in
cases filed over attack-
ing and damaging PGC
campuses in Gujrat’s
Lalamusa and Kharian
cities.

BENALURU (INP):  The
whole Indian team was
bowled out for record
home low in a Test match
against New Zealand in
Bengaluru.

Earlier, New
Zealand fast bowler Wil-
liam O'Rourke took three
wickets, including that
of Virat Kohli, as India
collapsed to 34-6 at
lunch on day two of the
weather-hit first Test in
Bengaluru on Thursday.

India won the toss
and elected to bat in
tricky overcast condi-
tions after the first day
was lost to rain and were
soon in trouble. Rishabh
Pant was not out

15 when lunch was

taken after Matt Henry
induced Ravindra Jadeja
to loop a catch to point
to become the fourth In-
dian to be out without
scoring. Tim Southee
struck the first blow in the
seventh over with the
score on nine, bowling
India captain Rohit
Sharma through the gate
with a sharp inswinger
after he had made just
two. O'Rourke struck in
his first over to get Kohli
caught at leg gully with-
out adding to the score,
silencing the home
crowd.

Sarfaraz Khan came
in at number four after
replacing Shubman Gill,
who had neck stiffness.

But he only lasted three
balls, Devon Conway
taking a good one-
handed catch at wide
mid-off to leave India
reeling at 10-3 inside 10
overs.

There followed a
brief interruption for rain
but there was no respite
for India when the play-
ers returned. O'Rourke
sent back Yashasvi
Jaiswal, caught by

Ajaz Patel for 13 with
the score on 31 and KL
Rahul, caught behind by
Tom Blundell, for yet an-
other duck as India
slumped to 33-5.

It could have been
worse for India but
Blundell dropped a

simple catch off Pant
when he was on seven.
India made two changes
from the side that com-
pleted a 2-0 sweep of
Bangladesh earlier this
month, bringing in
Sarfaraz and left-arm
wrist spinner Kuldeep
Yadav instead of seamer
Akash Deep.

Tom Latham took
over as New Zealand
captain after Southee
stepped down following
the recent 2-0 series de-
feat in Sri Lanka. New
Zealand have won just
two of

their 36 previous
Tests in India, the last
victory coming in 1988 at
Mumbai.

QUETTA: Provincial Parliamentary Secretary Information Technology Samad Khan
listening problems  of people.

RAWALPINDI: Police arrest students during for protest against the alleged rape in Lahore. More
than 150 students have been arrested.

Quetta: Parliamentary Secretary Barkat Ali Rind is meeting Governor Balochistan
Jafar Khan Mandokhail.

S H A N G H A I
( I N P ) :  P a k i s t a n i
agrochemical companies
are looking forward to
expand their market
share in China. 

“We are excited to
be here once again,
showcasing our
agrichemicals and seeds
to the thriving Chinese
market,” said Bilal
Imtiaz, Director of Im-
ports for V-GRO Group
Pakistan, as he stood
amidst a display of the
company’s agrochemi-
cal products at the on-
going 2024
AgroChemEx (ACE) ex-
hibition in Shanghai,
China.

Drawing more than
600 international exhibi-
tors, the expo is ex-
pected to welcome more
than 40,000 visitors from
October 14 to 16,
providing a platform for
industry collaboration
and information ex-
change.

According to
Gwadar Pro on Thurs-
day, this year, Bilal
Imtiaz presented a vari-
ety of products includ-
ing chlorothanil ,
metalxyl, chlorfluazone
and chlorantraniliprole
to potential Chinese
partners and customers.

“China’s agro-
chemicals industry has
been actively engaging
in international coop-
eration, introducing ad-
vanced technologies
and products from
abroad. 

This international
collaboration has been
mutually beneficial, and
we are proud to be a part
of it,” Bilal Imtiaz com-
mented.

China, recognized
as one of the agricul-
tural powerhouses glo-
bally, has been actively
pursuing the modern-
ization of its farming
sector. 

Coupled with the
country’s increasing
agricultural productiv-
ity and economic

growth, China has
emerged as a key player
in the international agro-
chemicals market.

The Pakistani agro-
chemicals market is also
experiencing significant
growth. 

According to
Mordor Intelligence, the
market size is estimated at
USD 345.59 million in 2024
and is expected to reach
USD 507.55 million by
2029, growing at a CAGR
of 7.99% during the fore-
cast period (2024-2029). 

The importance of
agrochemicals in the ag-
ricultural sector of Paki-
stan cannot be overstated
as they are essential for
crop protection and in-
creased yield during the
pre-harvest phase.

The 2024 ACE brings
together upstream and
downstream enterprises
in the pesticide and fertil-
izer production chain, in-
cluding raw material sup-
pliers, active pharmaceu-
tical ingredient (API) and
intermediate producers,
formulation processors,
pesticide auxiliaries,
agrichemical production
and packaging equip-
ment manufacturers, new
fertilizer producers, envi-
ronmental protection en-
terprises, and agricultural
machinery manufactur-
ers.

Bilal Imtiaz revealed
that dozens of Pakistani
companies were partici-
pating in the ACE exhibi-
tion alongside other inter-
national exhibitors. 

“The Pakistani agro-
chemicals industry is
booming, and we are
proud to represent our
country at such a presti-
gious exhibition,” he said,
adding, “We have made
valuable connections and
partnerships over the
years, and we are looking
forward to the coming ag-
ricultural exhibition in
Tianjin, China, where we
hope to make even more
connections and expand
our presence in the Chi-
nese market.”

Parliamentary
body mulls over

26th constitutional
amendment draft

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Special parlia-
mentary committee’s
session begins on
Thursday to finalize
draft of the proposed
26th amendment in
the constitution.

“Today, is the day
of big and positive
news,” Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Senator
Irfan Siddiqui earlier
said. “Hopefully all
drafts will be merged
into one,” Siddiqui
said.

 “What you say, a
consensus will de-
velop today. If all
three drafts being
merged into one” a
scribe questioned
Khurshid Shah.

“This session has
been fixed today for
this business. We will
see when the draft
comes to me,” Shah
replied. PML-N, PPP
and JUI-F yesterday
agreed on the pro-
posed constitutional
amendments pertain-
ing to judicial reforms
after hours-long
meeting at the Jati

Umra in Lahore.
The bigwigs of

PML-N, PPP, and JUI-
F held a detailed dis-
cussion on the pro-
posed 26th constitu-
tional amendment.

The meeting held
at the Jati Umra, the
Sharif brothers’ resi-
dence in Lahore, at-
tended by President
Asif Ali Zardari, Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, PML-N Presi-
dent Nawaz Sharif,
JUI-F chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman, Chief
Minister Punjab
Maryam Nawaz, PPP
Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari and oth-
ers.

“There has been a
consensus among the
three parties on judicial
reforms, Ishaq Dar said
and added that after
reforms, the judicial
system will provide
speedy justice. Fazlur
Rehman said that the
consensus has been
reached to the extent
of judicial reforms. “Ef-
forts being made to
agree on other points as
well” he added.
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International Monetary Fund (IMF) okays
increase in BISP stipend amount

Pakistan, Mongolia agree to form Joint
Ministerial Commission

Fawad Chaudhry heaps praise on Fazl for
safeguarding constitution

APHC highlights plight of detained
Hurriyat leaders and activists

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) has approved a major
increase in the Benazir Income
Support Program (BISP) sti-
pend amount.

According to IMF, the
quarterly stipend for BISP re-
cipients will increase by Rs.
3,000, raising the total quarterly
stipend to Rs. 13,500 from
January who  currently re-
ceive Rs. 10,500.

The IMF is working to en-
hance the BISP and its admin-
istrative systems, in collabora-
tion with the World Bank.

 The BISP has a budget of
Rs. 599 billion for the  current
financial year, accounting for
0.5% of Pakistan’s GDP. This
represents a 27% increase
from the previous year.

The program will remain
open for new enrollments for
the next three years. Addition-
ally, a new electronic payment
model is being piloted, offering
users more  banking options

and transparency.
This new model will be

gradually rolled out to other cit-
ies starting from January. The
development came after the

International Monetary
Fund unveiled new loan condi-
tions for Pakistan.

The conditions were re-
vealed by the International
Monetary Fund in a detailed
report of a new loan agreement
with Pakistan.

The IMF in its report has
urged  the Pakistan govern-
ment to work to stabilize the
macroeconomic situation in line
with the loan agreement.

Pakistan’s government has
been asked to ensure economic
reforms and conducive condi-
tions for the private sector to
boost the economy.

The international  lender
has also urged Pakistan to in-
crease its tax net and slash
government spending and ex-
pedite reforms in the govern-
ment-owned entities.

The report predicted
Pakistan’s GDP to remain be-
tween 4 to 4.5pc during
FY2024-25 to 2029-30, while
the inflation is predicted to re-
main between 6.6 to 9 per
cent.

 The International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) Executive
Board on September 25 ap-
proved Pakistan’s 37-month
Extended Fund Facility (EFF)
arrangement of about US$7
billion.

The 37-month Extended
Fund Facility arrangement aims
to support Pakistan’s economic
stability and growth, with key
policy goals including sustain-
able public finances, reduced
inflation, and strengthened ex-
ternal buffers. On September
27, Pakistan received the first
tranche of the International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) fol-
lowing the approval of the IMF
Executive Board of a 37-month
Extended Fund Facility
amounting to US$7 billion.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif has said he looks for-
ward to working closely with
his counterpart of Mongolia,

Luvsannamsrain Oyun-
Erdene, in the days ahead to
further strengthen cooperation
between the two countries.

He expressed these view
while talking to Prime Minis-
ter of Mongolia
Luvsannamsrain Oyun-Erdene
on the margins of the SCO
Council of Heads of Govern-
ment meeting in Islamabad on
Thursday.

The Prime Minister
warmly welcomed his counter-
part of Mongolia and noted that
his visit marked a new chapter
in the history of bilateral rela-
tionship, defined by mutual re-
spect,

goodwill and amity.
Shehbaz Sharif also felicitated

him on his re-election as the
Prime Minister of Mongolia.

The Prime Minister sug-
gested that both Pakistan and
Mongolia should explore new
avenues of mutually advanta-
geous cooperation with a par-
ticular focus on trade, invest-
ment,

people-to-people contacts
and connections.  He offered
the Mongolian side to send civil
servants to training institutions
of Pakistan.

He also proposed to de-
clare 2025 as the year of Pa-
kistan Mongolia Friendship
year for bolstering the broth-
erly ties among the two coun-
tries. On the occasion,

the Mongolian Prime Min-
ister felicitated Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on successful
conduct of the SCO Council of
Heads of Government meet-
ing.

He also appreciated
Pakistan's leadership role as
the Chair of the SCO Council
of Heads of Government.

The Mongolian Prime Min-
ister reciprocated that
Mongolia shares Pakistan's
desire to build stronger and
closer bilateral relations
through joint efforts and

collaboration. Both the
leaders agreed on forming a
Joint Ministerial Commission to
enhance cooperation in trade,
tourism, agriculture and mining
sectors.

Establishment of an inter-
parliamentary union was also
agreed in the meeting to ex-
pand the parliamentary rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries.

 On the occasion, the
Mongolian Prime Minister
planted a sapling in the lawn
of the Prime Minister's House.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former
federal minister Fawad
Chaudhry on Thursday singled
out Jamiat-Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl
(JUI-F) Chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman for putting up ‘actual
fight’ for protecting the consti-
tution of Pakistan.

Speaking to media outside
Islamabad’s accountability
court, former minister lauded
Maulana’s point of view re-
garding constitutional amend-
ment which the

latter shared with report-
ers after calling on Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) President Nawaz

Sharif alongside top political
leadership of other parties in-
cluding President Asif Ali
Zardari for consultations on
proposed constitutional pack-
age.

Chaudhry, who is a law-
yer himself, claimed that
Maulana’s stance was closest
to that of legal community as
well as of people who believed
in democracy.

Stressing the need for
safeguarding the judiciary, he
feared if lawyers and judges
won’t stand for the freedom of
judiciary then country would go
back to dictatorship, adding

that people were already
treated unjustly in courts.

“The nation is looking at
Maulana. It will be great if he
could converge the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) to his
stance,” he added.

He claimed that Maulana
was leading the grand opposi-
tion alliance and the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) was
acting upon his piece of advice.
Earlier, the former minister had
appeared before the court in
connection with Jehlum Road
Irregularity case, which the
court adjourned till November
11.

SRINAGAR (INP): In Indian
illegally occupied Jammu and
Kashmir, the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference (APHC)
has expressed grave concern
over the  deteriorating health
of its illegally detained leaders
and activists, calling for their
immediate release.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, APHC spokes-
person Advocate Abdul Rashid
Minhas issued a statement in
Srinagar, highlighting that the
Hurriyat leaders and activists
have been imprisoned for years
on false charges in Indian and
IIOJK jails.

They are suffering from
serious health issues and have
been denied basic medical
care. Their unlawful detention
is being prolonged, as they are
not being presented in court, he
added.

Among the detainees men-
tioned are APHC Chairman
Masrrat Alam Butt, Shabir
Ahmed Shah, Muhammad
Yasin Malik, Asiya Andrabi,
Nayeem Ahmad Khan,
Fahmida Sofi, Nahida Nasreen,

Ayaz Muhammad Akbar, Pir
Saifullah, Miraj-ud-Din Kalwal,
Shahidul Islam, Farooq Ahmed
Dar, Syed Shahid Yousuf, Syed
Shakeel Yousuf, Muzaffar

Ahmed Dar, Mushtaqul
Islam, Dr. Hamid Fayaz, Amir
Hamza, Maulvi Bashir Irfani,
Bilal Siddiqi, Advocate Mian
Abdul Qayoom, Advocate
Nazir Ahmed Roonga,

Advocate Muhammad
Ashraf Butt, Advocate Abdul
Qayoom, Advocate Zahid Ali,
Muhammad Yousuf Falahi,
Muhammad Rafiq Ganai,
Hayat Ahmed Butt, Zafar
Akbar Butt, Umar Adil Dar,
Firdous Ahmed Shah, Saleem
Naanaji, Fayyaz Hussain Jafri,
Abdul Ahad Para, Muhammad
Yasin Butt, Zahoor Ahmed
Butt, Adil Zargar, Dawood
Zargar, Noor Muhammad
Fayaz, Dr. Muhammad Qasim
Faktoo, Ghulam Qadir Butt,
Muhammad Shafi Shariati, hu-
man rights activist Khurram
Parvez, Insha Jan, and others
held in various Indian prisons,
including Tihar Jail in Delhi,
Jodhpur Jail, Agra Jail, and

Ambala Jail.
The APHC asserted that

the prolonged detention and
harsh jail conditions have se-
verely affected the physical
and mental well-being of many
detainees, which is a significant
cause for concern. The
spokesperson noted credible
reports indicate that Insha Jan
is critically ill and has become
severely weakened due to the
lack of adequate medical care.

The APHC spokesperson
urged the international commu-
nity and global human rights or-
ganizations to take notice of the
plight of the Kashmiri detain-
ees and to pressure India for
their release.

He emphasized that India
cannot intimidate the Kashmiri
people through fear and repres-
sion, asserting that a resolution
to the Kashmir dispute is cru-
cial for sustainable peace and
development in the region.

He warned that India can-
not indefinitely delay address-
ing this core issue through stub-
bornness and unrealistic poli-
cies.

ISLAMABAD: Secretary General Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Mr. Zhang Ming calls
on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance & Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb was called
on by the Ambassador of USA to Pakistan H.E Mr. Donald Blome.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of the Prime Minister’s Youth Programme, Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan,
presiding over the first working group meeting of the Generation Unlimited Strategic Advisory Council.

SINGAPORE: Pakistan’s High Commissioner to Singapore, Ms. Rabia Shafiq in a meeting with
Singapore Manufacturing Federation (SMF) President Lennon Tan and Council members in Singapore.

'Systematic demolitions of mosques, shrines
in India aimed at marginalizing Muslims'
ISLAMABAD, Oct 17 (INP):

The systematic demolitions of
mosques, shrines, and dargahs in
India under Narendra Modi's BJP
are part of a Hindutva-driven cam-
paign aimed at marginalizing Mus-
lims and eroding their religious
rights.  A report released by Kash-
mir Media Service, today, said
these demolitions reflect a delib-
erate attempt to erase Islamic his-
tory and presence in India, expos-
ing a deep-rooted anti-Muslim
agenda that has been institution-
alized under the current govern-
ment.  The BJP, it said, driven by
radical Hindu ideology, seeks to
assert Hindu supremacy while rel-
egating Muslims and other minori-
ties to second-class status, de-
priving them of the constitutional
right to practice their faith freely.

The report said since 2014,
when Modi came to power, there
has been a sharp increase in vio-
lent incidents against Muslims,
including lynching, attacks on

places of worship, and hate
speeches.  It said this rise in vio-
lence, documented by Human
Rights Watch and Amnesty Inter-
national, shows how radical
Hindu groups, emboldened by the
state, operate with impunity, fur-
thering the exclusion of Muslims
from the Indian mainstream.

The report said these actions
are a part of a broader strategy to
marginalize Muslims and strip
them of their identity, using reli-
gious sites as battlegrounds for
this ideological war.

The targeting and destruc-
tion of Islamic religious structures
represent a physical manifesta-
tion of the narrative that Muslims
do not belong in Modi's vision of
India, it added.  It said these demo-
litions are clear violations of in-
ternational human rights stan-
dards, including the right to free-
dom of religion as protected by
the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights.  The report lamented

that India's claim to be a secular
democracy was contradicted by
the actions of the BJP govern-
ment, which systematically re-
duced the space for Muslims to
live and follow their religion.

It said Legislative moves like
the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) and the National Register
of Citizens (NRC) show how the
state is formalizing the exclusion
of Muslims.

Reports from the United
States Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) have categorized India
as a "Country of Particular Con-
cern" due to its worsening treat-
ment of Muslims, reinforcing the
grim reality that religious freedom
is under assault in Modi’s India,
it added. It deplored that the
marginalization of Muslims and
the destruction of their religious
sites were part of a coordinated
effort to erase Islamic identity in
India.

Punjab PAC Delegation Praises
Balochistan’s Digital Transformation

News Desk:
Quetta, Balochistan: In a

move to enhance fiscal transparency,
a delegation from the Public Accounts
Committees (PACs) of Punjab vis-
ited Balochistan’s Provincial Assem-
bly to observe the automation of its
PAC operations.

Led by Mr. Ahmad Iqbal Ch.,
Chairman PAC-III Punjab, the group
lauded Balochistan’s use of the Man-
agement Information System (MIS),
which has improved fiscal oversight
and governance. Mr. Ali Haider
Gillani, Chairman PAC-II Punjab,
highlighted how Balochistan’s re-
source-constrained province is pio-
neering in digitalizing PAC functions,
offering valuable insights for Punjab.

The study visit, organized by
Accountability Lab, also featured a

briefing on PACIS, a system devel-
oped with World Bank assistance.

Chairman PAC Balochistan, Mr.
Asghar Ali Tareen, assured Punjab of

continued collaboration, emphasizing
the importance of such initiatives in
strengthening fiscal accountability
across Pakistan.


