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Balochistan Assembly Demands 24-Hour
Uninterrupted Electricity Supply

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Balochistan
Assembly unanimously
passed a resolution urging the
federal government to ensure
24-hour uninterrupted elec-
tricity to the province.

The resolution, presented by
Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman
of Jamaat-e-Islami (JI),
called for the province to be
declared a disaster zone and
demanded a waiver on elec-
tricity dues.

“Electricity is generated from
Quetta, and it’s only fair that
the people of Balochistan re-
ceive 24-hour uninterrupted
supply,” the resolution stated.

It also highlighted the severe
reduction in electricity supply
to Makran from Iran, which
has dropped from 200 MW
to just 10 MW. The Assem-
bly demanded that the elec-

tricity imported from Iran
should be provided at Iranian
rates.

Government and opposition
parties were united in their
support for the resolution.
“We will not pay the bills of
IPPs (Independent Power
Producers),” said govern-
ment member Farah Azim
Shah, expressing frustration
over the situation.

Several members echoed
these concerns, calling for the
inclusion of an end to the gas
shutdown in the province.

“Where has the world
reached? We are still crying
for basic necessities like gas
and electricity in this modern
era,” lamented Assembly
members.

Chairman Khair Jan Baloch
presided over the session,

where Chief Minister
Balochistan was tasked with
forming a committee to dis-
cuss the electricity and gas
crisis with the Prime Minis-
ter. Provincial ministers Mir
Asim Kurd Gailo, Mir Sadiq
Umrani, and Saleem Khan
Khoso also supported the
resolution. “This resolution is
absolutely correct,” stated
Maulana Hidayat ur
Rehman. “The people of
Balochistan deserve uninter-
rupted power and relief from
ever-increasing bills.”

The Assembly emphasized that
the province generates sub-
stantial electricity, including
930 MW from the Och
Power Plant, 500 MW from
the Habco Power Plant, and
150 MW from the Habibullah
Coastal Power Plant.

SC Reaffirms: Elections Act
Amendment Cannot Undo

July 12 Verdict
Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD:The Supreme
Court of Pakistan has reiterated
that amendments made to the
Elections Act cannot be applied
retroactively to alter its July 12
ruling.

In a detailed clarification issued
by eight judges on Friday, the
court responded to applications
from the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), both
seeking clarification on the im-
pact of recent changes to the
law governing elections.

prompting the ECP’s request for
clarification.

In its latest response, the Supreme
Court reaffirmed its original
stance, making it clear that the
amendments could not under-
mine the judgment retrospec-
tively.

 "The effect of the amendment
made in the Elections Act can-
not undo our judgment with ret-
rospective effect," the judges
stated in the two-page clarifica-
tion.

The court explained that its origi-

The clarification was made in light
of the ECP’s query regarding the
legal effect of the Elections (Sec-
ond Amendment) Act, 2024. The
ECP argued that amendments to
Sections 66 and 104, along with
the addition of Section 104-A,
had altered the legal landscape
and sought the top court’s guid-
ance on whether its July 12 judg-
ment—delivered before the
amendments—still held force.

PTI, in a separate application, con-
tended that the Supreme Court’s
judgment was based on consti-
tutional principles and should
not be overridden by legislative
changes.

 It argued that the amendments
could not retroactively affect
the judgment, particularly con-
cerning the allocation of re-
served seats in parliament. The
Supreme Court had earlier ruled
on a case concerning the allo-
cation of reserved seats for
women and minorities.

 The court’s July 12 judgment
emphasised proportional repre-
sentation for political parties in
line with the number of general
seats won, under Articles 51 and
106 of the Constitution. The
amendments made by parliament
were seen as an attempt to ad-
just this allocation process,

nal ruling had provided a "win-
dow" for parties to seek clarifi-
cation, should any misunder-
standing arise before the release
of the detailed reasons.

 However, with the detailed rea-
sons now issued, the apex court
said there was no need for fur-
ther clarification.

"The judgment of this court has
binding effect in terms of Article
189 of the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
1973, and should have been
implemented," the clarification
read.

It emphasised that the amend-
ments made after the July 12
decision had "no bearing" on
the ruling and that the ECP was
legally bound to implement it in
full.

The court granted the original re-
lief to uphold the right of politi-
cal parties to proportional rep-
resentation in reserved seats,
which it deemed a constitutional
requirement. "The commission
[ECP] is bound to implement the
judgment passed by the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan, in its
letter and spirit, without seek-
ing any further clarification."

The clarification was signed by
eight of the Supreme Court’s
senior judges.

Levies Post
 Attacked in Kalat:
1 Killed, 2 Injured

in Nichara
Abdullah Lehri:

Kalat: A Levies post in
Nichara, Kalat, was attacked
by unknown assailants,
leaving one Levies official
dead and two others injured,
according to Levies sources.

The attackers opened
fire on the security personnel
before fleeing the scene
unhurt. The injured were
immediately rushed to a
nearby hospital for medical
treatment.

A search operation is
currently underway to track
down the culprits. In re-
sponse to the attack,  security
has been tightened in the
area to prevent further
incidents.

Authorities are continuing
their investigation into the
attack while efforts to
apprehend the attackers are
ongoing.

PKMAP Protests
Killing Of 21 Coal
Miners In Dukki

Hussain Zarkoon:

DUKKI:  The
Pashtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party held a pro-
test in Dukki Bazaar on
Friday, condemning the
brutal killing of 21 coal
workers in a tragic inci-
dent on October 11.

The protest was led
by Nawab Ayaz Khan
Jogezai, the party’s cen-
tral secretary, who high-
lighted the lack of safety
measures for coal work-
ers in Balochistan. He
stated that while other
nations focus on secur-
ing their children’s fu-
tures, Pashtuns are left
struggling for their lives
and livelihoods.

Jogezai stressed
the hazardous nature of
coal mining in the region,
emphasizing the unsafe
conditions under which
workers operate.

 He urged contrac-
tors to ensure that work-
ers receive their due
payments without delay

tary of the Pashtunkhwa
Milli Awami Party, also
condemned the killings
and criticized the
government’s response
to the incident.

 He demanded imme-
diate action and account-
ability for the tragic loss
of life.

Ziaratwal called for
new, transparent elec-
tions to address the on-
going governance issues
and restore order in the
province.

Talemand Khan, the
Central Secretary Infor-
mation lamented that de-
spite giving policing
powers to the Frontier
Corps, incidents of tar-
geted killings.

so they can return to
their families. He also
called for increased
safety measures to pro-
tect the lives of workers
in the coal mines.

Abdul Rahim
Ziaratwal, General Secre-

Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran, the Balochistan Minister speaking during the
Balochistan Assembly session: Photo Daily Quetta Voice



EDITORIAL Saturday,October.19.202402

QUETTA VOICE
Editor: Asim Khan

Lifestyle medicine
By Zafar Mirza:

Ambulances for Karachi
By Khurram Zia Khan:

Gwadar’s New Airport: A
Gateway to Regional Prosperity

Editorial:

The New Gwadar International Airport, nearing completion under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), is poised to transform Gwadar into a re-
gional and international trade hub. This strategic development promises to
unlock unprecedented opportunities for economic growth, connectivity, and
development.

One of the most significant aspects of the project is the airport’s secure,
uninterrupted power supply. Connected to three separate transmission lines
through a 12 MW contract with Quetta Electric Supply Company (QESCO), the
airport is fully equipped to ensure smooth operations. Additionally, a 12 bil-
lion-rupee complex is being constructed to house essential facilities such as
the Airport Security Force, Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) staff accommoda-
tions, a community school, and a mosque.

The extension of the East Bay Expressway, connecting Gwadar Port to the
new airport, will further streamline the transport of goods and passengers. The
10.5-kilometer road will enhance Gwadar’s integration into regional and global
trade networks, positioning the city as a vital player in international commerce.

The Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCAA) recently confirmed the suc-
cessful testing of the airport, including a test flight of an AirKing B700. With
staff receiving specialized training in China, the airport is prepared to manage
operations independently, ensuring world-class standards in design, perfor-
mance, and safety.

Under the Open Skies policy, the New Gwadar International Airport will be
operated through a joint venture involving Pakistan, Oman, and China. This
partnership further solidifies Gwadar’s significance in the global trade land-
scape, as it opens its doors to international airlines, starting with Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA).

Khalid Kakar, the airport’s manager, highlighted that the new facility will
revolutionize air travel in the region. While the old airport could only handle
small aircraft, the new one will accommodate large domestic and international
flights, making Gwadar more accessible for both citizens and investors.

More than just an infrastructure project, the New Gwadar International
Airport is a key driver of Gwadar’s economic future. By enhancing connectiv-
ity and boosting commercial activities, this modern facility is set to position
Gwadar as a central player in global trade, ushering in a new era of prosperity
for the region.

ISCHEMIC heart dis-

ease, diabetes, strokes,
chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease, chronic
kidney disease and cir-
rhosis are among the top
causes of death in Paki-
stan.

Together, these are
called non-communi-
cable diseases (NCDs),
as opposed to communi-
cable or infectious dis-
eases, which are caused
by bacteria, viruses or
other living organisms.
These are also called
chronic diseases as,
once they develop, they
generally remain for the
rest of one’s life.

Therapeutic inter-
ventions are basically
meant to control them to
minimise the damage.
These diseases are on
the rise in Pakistan. 2010
was the year when, for
the first time, the burden
of disease in Pakistan
due to NCDs out-
weighed communicable
diseases, and there has
been no looking back. In

2019, there were around
0.83 million deaths
caused by NCDs, as op-
posed to some 0.58m
deaths due to infectious
diseases the same year.

In the case of dia-
betes, for example, in 30
years from 1990 to 2019,
the disease has in-
creased between 75 and
100 per cent. Today, ev-
ery fourth individual
above the age of 20
years in Pakistan is esti-
mated to be suffering
from Type II diabetes,
which makes it a mass of
33m adults, the third
largest population after
India and China. Ac-
cording to the Global
Burden of Disease
study, an additional 11m
adults in Pakistan have
impaired glucose toler-
ance, while approxi-
mately 8.9m people with
diabetes remain undiag-
nosed.

Likewise, ischemic
heart disease has in-
creased by more than
25pc in the last 30 years.
After neonatal disor-

ders, it is the second lead-
ing cause of death in Pa-
kistan. IHD was ranked
eighth in 1990 as a cause
of the loss of DALYs
(sum total of life lived with
disability and years of life
lost due to premature
death) but it jumped to
second position in 2019.
Cardiologists in Pakistan
tell me that they are now
seeing far more cases of
IHD in young adults than
before.

Lifestyle interven-
tions can be a primary
modality for the treat-
ment of chronic condi-
tions. Of course, genetic
predisposition (family
history) plays an impor-
tant role in NCDs, but
there are a few important
behavioural and environ-
mental risk factors which,
if controlled, can effec-
tively prevent and man-
age non-communicable
diseases. The WHO lists
five key risk factors for
major NCDs, ie, cardio-
vascular diseases, diabe-
tes, cancers and chronic
respiratory diseases,

namely: tobacco use,
unhealthy diets, physi-
cal inactivity, harmful
use of alcohol, and air
pollution.

This is where
lifestyle medicine enters
the scene. This is a rela-
tively new genera of
medicine, which focuses
primarily on lifestyle
modification through
medical advice. Accord-
ing to the American Col-
lege of Lifestyle Medi-
cine, “Lifestyle medicine
is a medical specialty
that uses therapeutic
lifestyle interventions
as a primary modality to
treat chronic conditions
including, but not limited
to, cardiovascular dis-
eases, type 2 diabetes,
and obesity.

Lifestyle medicine-
certified clinicians are
trained to apply evi-
dence-based, whole-
person, prescriptive
lifestyle changes to treat
and, when used inten-
sively, often reverse
such conditions. Apply-
ing the six pillars of

lifestyle medicine — a
whole-food, plant-pre-
dominant eating pattern,
physical activity, restor-
ative sleep, stress man-
agement, avoidance of
risky substances and
positive social connec-
tions — also provides
effective prevention for
these conditions.“ The
ACLM presents itself as
a society of medical pro-
fessionals united to re-
verse chronic disease.
Sound like a great idea.

Two weeks ago, I
was invited to attend a
weekend conference and
retreat on lifestyle medi-
cine in the Margalla Hills.
The conference was
organised by the Riphah
Institute of Lifestyle
Medicine, the first such
institute in Pakistan.

The founder and
omnipresent spirit be-
hind the institute is Dr
Shagufta Feroz, who has
quietly rooted the sap-
ling of lifestyle medicine
in Pakistan and is tend-
ing it wholeheartedly
along with her growing

team. She also founded
a Pakistan Association of
Lifestyle Medicine in
2016, which is now a
member organisation of
the Lifestyle Medicine
Global Alliance.

She is a very accom-
plished and sought-after
medical practitioner, with
a PhD degree in holistic
nutrition and another
PhD and fellowship in
integrative medicine, all
from the US. Her close
senior associate,  Dr
Munira Abbassi, also
holds a fellowship in en-
docrinology and me-
tabolism and is board-
certified in lifestyle medi-
cine. Lifestyle medicine
puts great emphasis on
prevention. I had the op-
portunity to meet two
wonderful experts on
preventive cardiology
and diabetes, Dr Khawar
Kazmi of NICVD and Dr
Abdul Jabbar, who came
especially from the UAE.
Both made evidence-
based presentations on
the power of primordial,
primary and secondary

prevention in cardiology
and diabetes. Dr Sohaila
Cheema, who came from
Qatar, spoke about har-
nessing the power of
lifestyle medicine to re-
define health.

The retreat part of
the conference was
great. Participants would
start the day at 6 am with
a yoga class, enjoy se-
lected healthy menus
through the day, interact
with each other in
organised social events,
go for walks in the moun-
tains and visit a few
health food stalls. There
was enthusiasm and ca-
maraderie among the
participants. Despite se-
rious roadblocks due to
a political protest call,
participants managed to
reach the venue and we
heard many adventure
stories, one of which in-
volved hours of journey
on a Qingqi by a group
of young women!

The pharmaceutical
industry in Pakistan
doesn’t seem to have
any interest in lifestyle

medicine, for obvious
reasons. It was a plea-
sure not to see any phar-
maceutical stalls or their
product advertisements
at this conference. I hope
this trend continues.

Four questions kept
hovering in my mind
during this three-day
conference and retreat.
One, should lifestyle
medicine be another
medical specialty? Or
should it be a normal
way of medical practice
to help people modify
their lifestyles to pre-
vent and effectively
manage diseases? Two,
how can lifestyle medi-
cine be mainstreamed at
the primary healthcare
level? Three, how should
our health professionals,
not just doctors, be edu-
cated and trained in
lifestyle medicine at the
undergraduate level?
And four, how should
the medical and food in-
dustry and environmen-
tal agencies collaborate
to minimise the risks to
human health?

THE global medical

fraternity unanimously
agrees that providing
pre-hospital care to pa-
tients can save many
lives. In India’s state of
Tamil Nadu, the 108 emer-
gency transportation
service, launched in
2008, has played an ef-
fective role in reducing
infant mortality, and also
saved the l ives of
120,271 road accident
victims through timely
interventions. The re-
sponse rate of Sri
Lanka’s Suwa Seriya am-
bulance service is 12
minutes, which is the
fastest in the world. The
Rescue 1122 emergency
service was launched in
2004 in our own province
of Punjab.

Karachi, Pakistan’s
largest city, has many
ambulance services, but
most, unfortunately, do
not have the requisite
facilities and equipment
needed to administer
pre-hospital treatment to
patients. The first life-
saving ambulance on
Karachi’s roads was
seen courtesy of the
Aman Foundation. In
2018, this foundation
handed over its 60 life-
saving ambulances to
the Sindh government,
on the understanding
that the provincial gov-
ernment would increase
the number of lifesaving
ambulances to 200 for
Karachi. The Sindh chief
minister reiterated on the
floor of the assembly
that his government
would increase the size
of the fleet in accordance

with the requirements of
the city. Unfortunately,
this pledge has not been
fulfilled.

The Sindh Medical
and Rescue Service
(SERS), which started
out with a fleet of 85 life-
saving ambulances (60
in Karachi, 25 in Thatta
and Sajawal) in 2018,
now has a total of 411
such vehicles. The size
of the fleet has in-
creased manifold, which
is a good sign, but it
seems that Karachi has
been left out.

Although the prov-
ince was to provide an
additional 140 lifesaving
ambulances, in the last
six years or so, only 31
new lifesaving ambu-
lances have been added
to the fleet of ambu-
lances operating in
Karachi under SERS.
Karachi is the capital of
Sindh, and more than 40
per cent of the
province’s population
resides here. On the ba-
sis of population, it
makes sense for 40pc of
the province’s, health,
education, and develop-
ment budget to be spent
on Karachi. If that is not
possible, then at least
25pc. If SERS had di-
verted only 25pc of its
fleet  expansion to
Karachi, the city could
now have had 140 life-
saving ambulances, a
strategy that would not
only have benefited
Karachi’s residents but
also brought the chief
minister closer to fulfill-
ing his commitment.

The Sindh govern-
ment has not fulfilled its

commitments.
The lack of lifesav-

ing ambulances is felt
when people speak of
their ordeal. I decided to
raise this critical issue
again when, a few weeks
ago, the wife of a de-
ceased friend narrated
how she kept trying to
get a properly equipped
ambulance for her hus-
band for three hours; af-
ter this critical period of
time, she had to shift her
husband to hospital via
a carrier ambulance from
a social welfare institute.
The patient had already
expired upon reaching
the hospital.

Two years ago, I,
too, had to wait for a
SERS ambulance for more
than three hours to shift
my mother to hospital.
After this atrociously
long wait, we shifted her,
in critical condition, to a
private hospital using the
ambulance of the same
hospital because of a
relative’s links with the
medical unit’s administra-
tion.

If people living in
the city’s more upscale
localities struggle to get
even basic services, what
must be the problems
faced by residents in un-
derprivileged localities?

While discussing
the provision of lifesav-
ing ambulances, an argu-
ment that is often put for-
ward is that Karachi has
an abundance of narrow
lanes and huge lifesaving
ambulances would not be
viable. This, in my view,
is not a valid argument
and dep-rives citi-zens of
a basic right.

Universities Under Siege: BUITEMS Faces Financial
and Administrative Challenges

Khyber Khan:

Since the 2019 budget

cuts imposed on the
Higher  Education Com-
mission (HEC), public
sector universit ies
(PSUs) in Balochistan,
including BUITEMS,
have faced severe finan-
cial challenges.

 The situation has
been particularly dire at
the University of
Balochistan (UOB),
where paying salaries
has become difficult,
sparking unrest among
employees. However,
BUITEMS is grappling
with an even more com-
plex crisis, attributed to
HEC budget slashes, fi-
nancial mismanagement,
and the absence of a
provincial  education
commission.

B U I T E M S ,
founded in 2002, has
struggled to overcome
its financial burdens.
The 2019 budget cuts
reduced HEC funding by
28%, which used to
cover 70% of higher

education costs.
Coupled with the depre-
ciation of the Pakistani
rupee, this created a sig-
nificant financial strain.
Internal mismanagement
has exacerbated these
issues, as BUITEMS has
been unable to establish
an endowment fund or
implement a comprehen-
sive healthcare policy for

employees. According to
a 2021 report by the
university’s finance de-
partment, pension liabili-
ties have surged to over
PKR 3.95 billion. Further-
more, a lack of transpar-
ency regarding General
Provident Fund (GPF)
and Benevolent Fund
(BF) deductions has
added to employee dis-

satisfaction.
The university also

faces a severe brain
drain, as it struggles to
retain highly qualified
faculty members. This
issue, if left unad-
dressed, will have long-
term negative effects on
the institution and its
students. Additionally,
illegal promotions, in-

cluding those of two
deans and a registrar,
have sparked further
controversy.  Despite
multiple complaints sub-
mitted to the HEC, no in-
vestigation has been
conducted, highlighting
the inefficiency and
slackness of regulatory
authorities.

The financial and
administrative crises at
BUITEMS demand a
two-tiered solution. First,
the provincial govern-
ment must take owner-
ship of PSUs and allo-
cate adequate budgets to
ensure their financial
stability. Second, regula-
tory bodies like the HEC
must intervene in admin-
istrative matters to pre-
vent malpractices and
ensure fair treatment of
employees. Addressing
these issues is essential
to restoring the integrity
and future success of
universities in
Balochistan.

The author is a lec-
turer at BUITEMS

IMF misses the mark yet again
By Nadeem ul Haque:

THE 24th IMF

programme has been ap-
proved by the Fund’s
Board.

As per the Fund’s
traditional approach, the
programme is grounded
in a basic accounting and
meaningless framework
that relies on a cash-
based system to achieve
a magical number for pri-
mary surplus (or deficit),
all the while ignoring the
structural problems of
the country.

At best, lip service
is paid to reforms. De-
spite all the celebrations,
let us not forget that we
are in a low-investment,
low-growth, and low-ex-
port trap. Sadly, the IMF
has once again missed
the opportunity to ad-
dress Pakistan’s struc-
tural problems.

The programme es-
sentially rolls over exist-
ing liabilities to the IMF
and other creditors with-
out any real reform.
Most programmes have
been doing so without
addressing the real is-
sues. How Chinese lend-
ers are treated also ap-
pears to be out of the
ordinary, with the fi-
nance ministry still look-
ing for ‘re-profiling’ —
essentially restructuring
bilateral debt.

The programme
does not care how the
desired primary surplus
is to be achieved. For
example, the revenue
numbers it uses to esti-
mate this surplus in-
cludes the profits of the
State Bank, which are
largely driven by its in-
jections of over Rs12 tril-
lion into commercial
banks to essentially lend
to government. The in-
terest on these loans is
not being considered in

the determination of the
primary surplus.

Overly ambitious, it
also underestimates the
economic complexity of
reform. We can take the
example of two cases. For
the last 30 years or so,
the final income tax li-
ability on exports has
been a sum of one per
cent deducted at source
by banks on receipts,
with no requirement for
documentation. Simi-
larly, agriculture has
hardly been made liable
for income tax, and now
farmers with limited ca-
pabilities are required to
maintain formal docu-
mentation — in a cash-
based system — and
pay regular income tax.
Instead of taking a prag-
matic, phased approach,
the programme demands
that, literally overnight,
documentation by ex-
porters and farmers
should be at a level and
of a quality acceptable to
the FBR.

There is a misplaced
focus on numbers, with
an emphasis on revenue
generation instead of the
fiscal structure.

Litt le has been
learned from previous
programmes; this one,
too, is littered with sev-
eral benchmarks and per-
formance criteria targets
to be delivered over the
duration of the
programme by a limited-
capability system, which
is overwhelmed by the
confines of the political
economy, the undertak-
ing made more formi-
dable by prevailing con-
ditions.

There is a misplaced
focus on numbers, with
an overwhelming em-
phasis on revenue gen-
eration instead of the fis-
cal structure — espe-

cially on the expenditure
side of the equation and
the nature of instruments
to achieve the objectives.
Whereas the IMF’s core
competence is suppos-
edly fiscal structures, our
erratic tax policies at the
behest of the Fund’s
single-minded aim of rais-
ing revenues,  have
destabilised the busi-
ness environment, driv-
ing many towards infor-
mal economic activities
and a culture of tax eva-
sion.

This misplaced ob-
jective has resulted in a
convoluted and unjust
tax regime that is heavily
reliant on import tariffs,
arbitrary taxes — turn-
over tax, super tax, CVT,
deemed income, etc —
presumptive and mul-
tiple-rate withholding
GST and income taxes.
This has led to repeated
changes in taxes through
‘mini budgets’, creating
huge uncertainty in the
market.

 Forty years of rev-
enue chasing in this man-
ner has led to the label-
ling of all Pakistanis tax
cheats and burdening
them with huge docu-
mentation. We now have
a most distorted tax
structure, along with
complete lack of trust
between the government
and the people — rather
like the Sheriff of
Nottingham, with the in-
formal sector playing
Robin Hood.

Meanwhile, expen-
ditures have continued
to run wild, with several
expansionary agendas at
play, resulting in the
government performing
numerous functions be-
yond its staple role.
There is an unending
drive to increase the
number of agencies in

the government from all
sides. All stakeholders
— political, bureaucratic
and international part-
ners — want an increase
in the number of agen-
cies, infrastructure, so-
cial support as well as
government employment
— all without decent
data on the huge paid
and growing liabilities
and the future opera-
tional costs of these
structures. The trend
has been for structures
to grow despite many
tasks having become re-
dundant.

Adding to this di-
lemma is the politicised
and expanded PSDP
portfolio, with unknown
cost overruns and no ac-
countability.

These misplaced
expenditure priorities are
being executed by a
bloated and poorly
equipped workforce ab-
sorbing a significant
percentage of the bud-
get, without even fully
factoring in the opportu-
nity cost of perks and
privileges, including
housing, vehicles, etc.

C o m p o u n d i n g
these problems is
Pakistan’s heavily regu-
lated market with the
government fixing prices
and controlling markets.
The Pakistan Institute of
Development Econom-
ics estimates the
government’s footprint
— through price con-
trols or direct interven-
tion — on 70pc of the
economy, distorting
markets, blocking oppor-
tunities and raising the
cost of doing business
by excessive, obsolete,
discretion-laden policy
and regulatory frame-
works.

The estimated cost
of government regula-

tion in some 50 activities
is seen in well over 75pc
of the economy. No won-
der capital flight per-
sists, investor uncer-
tainty prevails, and the
economic environment
remains stifled.

Although the IMF
charter calls for an open
exchange system with a
market-determined rate,
each Fund programme
has led to an appreciated
exchange rate, distorting
price signals and re-
source allocations, and
making Pakistani exports
less competitive, while
lowering the cost of im-
ports and further strain-
ing balance-of-pay-
ments.

 Despite claims of
liberalisation, the ex-
change rate remains un-
der tight government
control, with artificial
price and non-price
mechanisms preventing
the natural market dy-
namics from playing out.
This is facilitated by the
delay in the discharge of
external obligations.

Excessive reliance
on tariffs for revenue
purpose as well as exces-
sive non-tariff practices
have adversely affected
exports.

It appears that the
IMF has not even
scanned the World
Bank’s work showing
how excessive protec-
tion and poor tariff policy
is reducing exports. Note
that the economy had
been significantly
liberalised in 2005, and
successive IMF
programmes, for revenue
reasons and to protect
the exchange rate, rap-
idly increased tariffs and
created non-tariff barri-
ers and exchange restric-
tions to support an ap-
preciated exchange rate.
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Trump blames Ukraine’s Zelenskiy for
starting war with Russia

Netanyahu says war on Gaza ‘not over yet’
after death of Yahya Sinwar

Hezbollah says it will escalate war with
Israel after Hamas leader killed

WA S H I N G T O N
(INP):  Donald Trump
blamed Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy for helping
start that nation’s war
with Russia, a com-
ment that

further suggests
Trump is likely to radi-
cally shift U.S. policy
toward Ukraine if he
wins the Nov. 5 elec-
tion.

The Republican
former president has
frequently criticized
Zelenskiy on the cam-
paign trail, repeatedly
calling him “the great-
est salesman on
Earth” for having

solicited and re-
ceived billions of dol-

lars of U.S. military aid
since the war broke out
in 2022.

Trump has also
slammed the Ukrai-
nian leader for failing
to seek peace with
Moscow, and he has
suggested Ukraine
may have to cede some
of its land to Russia to
make a peace deal, a
concession Kyiv con-
siders unacceptable.

Trump’s com-
ments on the PBD
Podcast on Thursday
with Patrick Bet-
David went a step fur-
ther than his previous
criticism. He said
Zelenskiy was to
blame not just for fail-
ing to end the war, but

for helping start it,
even though the con-
flict broke out when
Russia invaded Ukrai-
nian sovereign terri-
tory.

“That doesn’t
mean I don’t want to
help him because I feel
very badly for those
people. But he should
never have let that war
start. The war’s a
loser,” Trump said.

Zelenskiy pre-
sented his “victory
plan” to end the war
to Trump during a
meeting in New York
in September, an en-
counter both leaders
described as cordial.

Trump’s public
comments, however,

suggest he could seek
to wind down aid for
Ukraine if he defeats
Vice President Ka-
mala Harris, the
Democratic nominee,
on Nov. 5. He has re-
peatedly said he could
end the conflict before
he takes office in Janu-
ary, but he has not said
how.

Harris has pledged
to continue supporting
Ukraine, and she has
portrayed a victory for
the eastern European
nation as a vital U.S.
national security inter-
est. She has frequently
rebuked Trump for be-
ing unwilling to stand
up to Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

GAZA (INP):  Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said that the
killing of Hamas chief
Yahya Sinwar in the Gaza
Strip was the “begin-
ning of the end” of the
year-long war in the Pal-
estinian territory.

The Israeli military
said that after a lengthy
hunt, troops had on
Wednesday “eliminated
Yahya Sinwar, in an op-
eration in the southern
Gaza Strip”.

Netanyahu, who
vowed to crush Hamas
at the start of the war,
hailed Sinwar’s killing,
saying: “While this is
not the end of the war in
Gaza, it’s the  beginning
of the end.”

He had earlier called
Sinwar’s death an “im-
portant landmark in the
decline of the evil rule of
Hamas”.

The chief of Hamas
in Gaza at the time of the
October 7 attack that
sparked the war, Sinwar

became the fighters
group’s overall leader af-
ter the martyrdom in  July
of its political chief,
Ismail Haniyeh.

Israel’s announce-
ment of Sinwar’s death
comes weeks after it as-
sassinated Hezbollah
chief Hassan Nasrallah in
a strike in Lebanon,
where the Israeli military
has been at war since late
September.

With Hamas already
weakened more than a
year into the Gaza war,
Sinwar’s death deals an
immense blow to the
organisation. US Presi-
dent Joe Biden, whose
government is Israel’s
top arms provider, said:
“This is a good day for
Israel, for the United
States, and for the
world.” “There is now the
opportunity for a ‘day
after’ in Gaza without
Hamas in power, and for
a political settlement that
provides a better future
for Israelis and  Palestin-

ians alike.” Hamas also
seized 251 hostages dur-
ing the October 7 attack
and took them into Gaza.
Ninety-seven remain
there, including 34 who
Israeli officials say are

dead. Following the
attack, Netanyahu
vowed to defeat Hamas
and bring home all the
hostages.

Israel’s retaliatory
campaign has killed
42,438 people in Gaza,
the majority civilians, ac-
cording to data from the
health ministry in the
Hamas-run  territory, fig-
ures which the UN con-
siders reliable.

Israeli military chief
Herzi Halevi said: “We
are settling the score
with Sinwar, who is re-
sponsible for that very
difficult day a year ago.”

The Israeli military
said Sinwar was killed in
a firefight in southern
Gaza’s Rafah, near the
Egyptian border, while
being tracked by a

drone. It released drone
footage of what it said
was Sinwar’s final mo-
ments, with the video
showing a wounded mili-
tant throwing an object
at the drone.

With the civilian toll
in Gaza mounting, Israel
has faced criticism over
its conduct of the war,
including from the
United States.

In northern Gaza’s
Jabalia, two hospitals
said Israeli air strikes on
a school sheltering dis-
placed people killed at
least 14 people.

According to a UN-
backed assessment,
some 345,000 Gazans face
“catastrophic” levels of
hunger this winter.

Nearly 100 percent
of Gaza’s population
now lives in poverty, the
UN’s International
Labour Organization
said, warning that the
war’s impact on Gaza
“will be felt for genera-
tions to come”.

JERUSALEM/CAIRO
(INP): Lebanon's
Hezbollah group said on
Friday it was moving to
a new and escalating
phase in its war against
Israel while Iran said
"the spirit of resistance
will be strengthened"
after the killing of Hamas
leader Yahya Sinwar.

Sinwar, a master-
mind of the Oct. 7, 2023,
attack that triggered the
Gaza war, was killed dur-
ing an operation by Is-
raeli soldiers in the Pal-
estinian enclave  on

Wednesday, a pivotal
event in the year-long
conflict.

Western leaders
said his death offered an
opportunity for the con-
flict to end, but Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said the war
would go on until the
hostages seized by
Hamas were returned.

"Today we have
settled the score. Today
evil has been dealt a blow
but our task has still not
been completed,"
Netanyahu said in a re-

corded video statement
after the death was con-
firmed on Thursday.

"To the dear hos-
tage families, I say: This
is an important moment
in the war. We will con-
tinue full force until all
your loved ones, our
loved ones, are  home."
Sinwar, who was named
as Hamas’ overall leader
following the assassina-
tion of political chief
Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran
in July, was believed to
have  been hiding in the
warren of tunnels Hamas

has built under Gaza
over the past two de-
cades.

He was killed during
a gun battle in southern
Gaza on Wednesday by
Israeli troops who were
initially unaware that
they had caught their
country's number one
enemy, Israeli officials
said. The military re-
leased drone video of
what it said was Sinwar,
sitting on an armchair
and covered in dust in-
side a destroyed build-
ing.

QUETTA: Adviser Labor and Manpower Sardar Ghulam Rasool Umrani speaking at the opening
ceremony of Chief Minister Youth Skills Development Program

QUETTA: Opposition leader Mir Younis Aziz Zehri is meeting provincial finance
minister Mir Shoaib Noshirwani.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, Provincial Ministers, Provincial Advisors and
Chief Secretary, Chief Minister Youth Skills Development Program stand in honor of National Anthem

QUETTA: Provincial Advisor Barkat Rind is meeting with Provincial Minister Sardar
Abdul Rehman Khetran,

JUI-F denies claims of forward bloc in party
over 26th Constitutional Amendment

PCB chief greets team for Multan victory,
hopes for series win

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Fazl (JUI-F) has
firmly denied reports
suggesting the forma-
tion of a forward bloc
within the party in the

backdrop of the
proposed 26th Consti-
tutional Amendment,
reiterating that all their
lawmakers will follow
the party's direction on
the matter.

The denial comes
in response to reports
suggesting that a fac-
tion within the JUI-F had
emerged, consisting of
four to five parliamentar-
ians, with regards to  the

proposed the 26th Con-
stitutional Amendment.
These members are re-
portedly in favour of sup-
porting judicial reforms as
part of the proposed
amendment.

Speaking to a private
TV channel, JUI-F
spokesperson and senior
leader Aslam Ghauri dis-
missed the speculation,
saying: "There is no truth
to the claims. We  are in
regular contact with all
our members."

However, he noted
that out of the party's
eight MNAs and five
senators, only Senator
Maulana Abdul Ghafoor

Haideri has not been
reachable currently,
"but we are making ef-
forts to get in touch with
him".

Ghauri categori-
cally denied division
within the party. He clari-
fied that JUI-F Chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
had given clear instruc-
tions to all members

through notices to
vote according to the
party's official policy
under Article 63(A) of
the Constitution.  Fol-
lowing a meeting with
the PTI leadership late

Thursday, the JUI-
F chief reiterated that

the government’s initial
draft of the 26th amend-
ment was rejected by his
party and it still remains
unacceptable to him.

"We continue to re-
ject the initial draft even
today," he said, but also
noted that "some issues
are still open for discus-
sion".

 Fazl also expressed
his concerns about the
alleged harassment of
opposition members,
saying, "On one hand,
negotiations are taking
place, and on the other,
members are being ab-
ducted and offered large
incentives."

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Chairman of the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB), Syed Mohsin
Raza Naqvi, congratu-
lated the national
cricket team for their
victory  in the Multan
Test and expressed
hope that they will per-
form well in the final
match to win the series
against England.

The PCB chairman
praised the cricket team,
stating that the success
in a home Test after a long
time was due to excellent
teamwork. He highlighted
the standout perfor-
mances of Sajid Khan and
Nauman Ali, whose bril-
liant bowling played a key
role in the victory against
the English team.

The PCB chairman

also commended Paki-
stani batsman Kamran
Ghulam for showcasing
his talent by scoring a
century in his debut
match.

Mohsin Naqvi fur-
ther said the team’s hard
work, passion, and pro-
fessional approach led
to the win and added
that the new players
have justified their  se-

lection.
PCB Chairman

Mohsin Naqvi also ex-
pressed optimism that
the national cricket team
will continue their strong
performance in the final
Test and clinch the  se-
ries at home ground.

Today, Pakistan se-
cured their first home
Test victory since Feb-
ruary 2021.

Noman, Sajid spin
Pakistan to victory over
England in Multan Test

MULTAN (INP):  It had
been a long time com-
ing for Pakistan, but the
conclusion was swift.
Noman Ali and Sajid
Khan combined for the
second time in  the
match to bowl out En-
gland and seal
Pakistan's first win in a
home Test since 2021.
Eight wickets fell in less
than two hours as En-
gland went down in a
flurry of sweeps and re-
verse-sweeps.

Noman claimed
seven of them himself to
finish with 8 for 46 and
11 for 147 in the match.
With Sajid, who took 7
for 111 in the first in-
nings, picking up the
other two, they became
the first pair to take all
20 wickets in a Test
since Dennis Lillee and
Bob Massie in 1972.

A crushing result,
achieved within three-
and-a-bit days on a re-
used surface that Paki-
stan had hoped would
help,

their spinners,
means the series is level
at 1-1 ahead of the third
Test in Rawalpindi. It
also provided Shan
Masood with his first
victory since taking
over as captain, after a

horror run of six consecu-
tive defeats.

This was day four of
the second Test, but the
ninth day of action for
the Multan pitch - with
three days in between for
a quick spritz up - and it
was by now

offering consistent
turn. England's not-out
batters, Ollie Pope and
Joe Root, had been prac-
tising their sweeps before
the start of play and it
quickly became clear
what the plan of attack
was in their attempts to
score a further 261 for vic-
tory.

Pope, however,
barely played a shot in
anger before becoming
the first wicket to fall,
poking Sajid's second ball
straight back into the
bowler's hands.

Harry Brook at-
tempted to sweep his first
ball, Root did likewise and
the batt le lines were
drawn.

Not that such clarity
of purpose did England
much good. Root and
Brook had amassed a
record fourth-wicket
stand of 454 on this pitch
barely a week ago but the
turnaround in control and
composure was stark.
Root faced eight balls.
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PM Shehbaz writes letter to US president
for Dr Aafia Siddiqui’s release

Four killed, two injured in Kurram clash

JKLC organizes special programs to
observe Oct 27 as Black Day

ISLAMABAD(INP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
written a letter requesting the
US president to pardon and
release Dr Aafia Siddiqui, says
in media reports.

In the letter, wrote to US
President Joe Biden for release
of Dr Aafia Siddiqui, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif said “I
met you in America and in my
hometown Lahore.

I have always found you a
friend of Pakistan and its
people.”

“I remember your role in
the Congressional approval of
the Kerry-Lugar-Berman Bill
15 years ago,” Shehbaz Sharif
said and added.

 “I would like to draw your
attention to an important mat-

ter which should be viewed on
the basis of sympathy.” He
wrote that Dr Aafia Siddiqui
has been imprisoned in Federal
Medical

Center (FMC) Carswell
since September 2010.

Dr Aafia Siddiqui has been
sentenced to 86 years in prison
by the American District
Court, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif said, adding Dr Aafia
Siddiqui has

served 16 years in Ameri-
can prison and in these years,
Pakistani officials have met
with Aafia Siddiqui.

The PM said all the per-
sons who met her expressed
serious concerns about Aafia
Siddiqui's treatment facilities.
Dr Aafia Siddiqui's poor men-

tal and physical
health has been affected

by treatment and the fear was
also expressed that Aafia
Siddiqui might take her life, text
of Prime Minister's letter said.

“I am fully aware of your
struggle for your citizens im-
prisoned abroad and you may
understand that as Prime Min-
ister it is my responsibility to
intervene in  this matter”, text
of letter further said. It is re-
quested that you use your con-
stitutional authority and order
the release of Aafia Siddiqui on
humanitarian grounds, PM’s
letter says.

Aafia Siddiqui's family and
millions of Pakistanis are wait-
ing for your grace with me, the
text of letter concluded.

RAWALPINDI(INP): On the
special instructions of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir Prime
Minister Chaudhry Anwar-ul-
Haq, the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Cell has organized
special programs to observe
October 27 as Black Day and
expose Indian atrocities to the
public and show the true face
of India to the international
community.

Secretary of Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Cell Mirza
Wajahat Rashid Baig address-
ing a meeting in Kashmir Cen-
tre, Rawalpindi, regarding the
preparations for observing
Black Day on October 27, said
that a large protest rally and
public meeting will be held in
Muzaffarabad on that day.

Leaders of all political par-
ties of Azad Kashmir, leaders
of All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence, including ministers, stu-
dents, women, journalists, law-
yers, representatives of politi-

cal, social, religious and com-
mercial organizations and civil
society members will partici-
pate in the rally. On this occa-
sion, special documentaries
will also be shown about the
human rights violations in oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir.

He said a roundtable con-
ference will be organized on
October 26 with the support of
National Press Club,
Islamabad, in which federal
ministers, Hurriyat leaders, se-
nior media persons and univer-
sity students will participate.

A signature campaign will
also be organized on the occa-
sion of October 27 Black Day.
Apart from this, protests and
rallies would be held in
Rawalakot, Lahore, Karachi,
Mirpur and other cities of Azad
Kashmir.

Wajahat Rashid Baig said
Azad Kashmir and the people
of Pakistan are with the people
of occupied Kashmir and the

time is not far when the
Kashmiri people will get free-
dom from Indian rule.

He said the Kashmiri
people do not recognize the
sham elections in the occupied
territory and would continue to
struggle for their right to self-
determination. Despite the
resolutions, the Indian govern-
ment has created an atmo-
sphere of fear and terror in
occupied Kashmir, he added.

Wajahat Rashid Baig said
every year the Kashmiri people
observe Black Day on 27th
October and record their pro-
test that on this day the Indian
Army entered the Jammu and
Kashmir and illegally occupied
it in violation of the aspirations
of the Kashmiris

Director Raja Khan Afsar
Khan, Sardar Sajid Mehmood,
Sardar Najibul Ghafoor Khan,
Raja Rashid Raza and Farhan
Qayyum Abbasi and others
participated in the meeting.

KURRAM (INP):  Violence
has erupted once again in
Kurram District, with ongoing
gunfire reported between rival
factions in Shingak area, result-
ing in

four deaths and two in-
jured.

Yesterday, motorcycle-
riding assailants opened fire on
people working in fields in the
Shingak border area, resulting
in two deaths and three inju-
ries. Local residents chased the
attackers, reportedly killing two
of them.

Parachinar DHQ medical
superintendent Dr Syed Meer
Hasan confirmed that two bod-
ies and five injured individuals
were brought to the hospital
yesterday for medical treat-
ment.

He mentioned that clashes
in Kurram occur monthly, of-
ten resulting in significant ca-

sualties. However, there has
been a recent trend of casual-
ties being brought to the hos-
pital every few days due to
gunfire.

Deputy Commissioner
Javedullah Mahsud labeled the
incident as an act of terrorism
and stated that an investigation
is underway, indicating that
certain groups are involved in
the violence.

In the meantime, tribal el-
ders have warned that the on-
going closure of main and link
roads could result in a signifi-
cant humanitarian crisis due to
severe shortages of food,
medicine, and fuel in Kurram
District.

In light of the escalating
violence, members of a Grand
Jirga, including tribal leaders
from Hangu, Orakzai, and
Kohat, have criticized the gov-
ernment for its inaction.

They stated that despite
repeated ceasefire agreements,
no significant measures have
been taken to enforce these
accords.

The leaders emphasized
the need for government inter-
vention where agreements are
violated, asserting that without
such actions, these accords
hold no value.

The tribal elders have ex-
pressed concern that the con-
tinuous closure of main and link
roads is leading to a severe hu-
manitarian crisis, with acute
shortages of food, medicine,
and fuel supplies in Kurram
District.

Elders from the Turi and
Bangash tribes have voiced
their concerns about the road
closures, which have led to a
lack of food and fuel supplies,
heightening fears of a major
humanitarian emergency.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding relief efforts
in Gaza and Palestine by the Government of Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Prime Minister on Climate Change Romina Khurshid Alam presiding
over a 2nd meeting of the Pakistan Climate Change Authority in the Committee Room of the M/o
Climate Change & Environmental Coordination.

Balochistan Lawyers Launch Movement
Against Constitutional Amendment

Ismail Attal:

QUETTA: Senior lawyer Ali
Ahmad Kurd expressed deep re-
gret over the alleged involvement
of judges from Balochistan in
what he called facilitating a con-
troversial constitutional amend-
ment, stating that they no longer
represent the interests of the
province’s people.

He raised concerns about the
lack of transparency surrounding
the amendment and its potential
consequences.

Advocate Rahab Buledi an-
nounced the launch of a nation-
wide movement starting today to
oppose the constitutional
changes.

“The draft of the constitu-
tional amendment has yet to be
shared with anyone,” Buledi
pointed out, stressing the need
for public awareness. He added
that lawyers across Pakistan
would join the movement in pro-
test.

“We urge civil society, the
media, and political parties to
stand with us in this cause,”
Buledi said, while commending
the current political stance of
Maulana Fazlur Rehman. He also
demanded that Justice Mansoor
Ali Shah be appointed Chief Jus-
tice within 24 hours.

Afzal Harifal, another key fig-
ure in the protest, voiced his con-
cern over the government’s plan
to push through a constitutional
amendment without public knowl-
edge.

“People have the right to
know about this amendment,”
Harifal stressed, describing the
situation in the country as highly
uncertain.

Harifal warned that the con-
stitutional amendment could re-

sult in violations of basic human
rights and expressed frustration
with the political parties involved.
“The actions of these parties are
compromising the dignity of our
sisters and daughters,” he said,
adding that the amendment lacks
legitimacy.

The lawyers’ movement aims
to bring these issues to light, with
advocates planning to present
their case to the public in the com-
ing days.

Balochistan Union of Journalists (BUJ) Thanks
CM Balochistan for Media Town Land Transfer

Staff Reoprter:

QUETTA: The Balochistan Union
of Journalists (BUJ) has expressed
its gratitude to Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,
for fulfilling his promise of trans-
ferring the Media Town land, al-
located for journalists, to the Jour-
nalists Cooperative Housing So-
ciety within 48 hours.

CM Balochistan handed over
the land transfer documents to se-
nior journalist Saleem Shahid, BUJ
President Khalil Ahmed,  Quetta

Press Club President, Abdul
Khalilq Rind and others.

In a statement, the BUJ high-
lighted that this swift action dem-
onstrates the Chief Minister’s
strong support for the journalist
community.

The long-standing demand
for the land transfer, which faced
delays from various stakeholders
in the past, was finally met under
his leadership.

The BUJ also thanked the

Chief Minister for approving sub-
stantial funds for the Journalists
Welfare Fund, the Quetta Press
Club, and the Media Academy.
The provincial government has
assured journalists that the Me-
dia Town project will proceed
swiftly, with efforts underway to
remove any remaining obstacles.

This action solidifies Chief
Minister Bugti’s reputation as a
committed advocate for journal-
ists in the province.

BNP Leader Sardar Akhtar Mengal Set to
Return Amid Political Turmoil

Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD: Sardar Akhtar
Mengal, head of the Balochistan
National Party (BNP), plans to re-
turn to Pakistan in response to the
country’s shifting political dy-
namics, sources revealed on
Thursday.

Mengal had resigned from the
National Assembly in protest and
left Pakistan prior to recent con-
stitutional changes.

Mengal is scheduled to ar-
rive in Islamabad tomorrow from
Dubai and will decide his next
course of action after discussions
with his party. Recently, he raised
concerns on social media, alleg-
ing that two BNP senators were
being coerced for not supporting
the amendments. “If this persists,
we may ask both senators to step

down,” he warned.
In a related incident,

Islamabad police reportedly vis-
ited Mengal’s residence at the
Parliament Lodges. BNP’s acting

president, Sajid Tareen, con-
demned the action, accusing the
police of attempting to pressure
the party into compliance, which
he vowed would not happen.

PMDC Stops UHS from
MBBS BDS Admissions

Syed Muhammad Yaseen:

LAHORE: In a surprising
turn of events, the University of
Health Sciences (UHS) has
abruptly halted all registration
processes for MBBS and BDS
admissions for the academic year
2024-25.

This decision comes just
days after the university had pub-
licly announced the commence-
ment of the admission process.

The move follows recent al-
legations of irregularities in the
MDCAT 2024 exams conducted
by both the Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto Medical University
(SZABMU) and the Dow Univer-
sity of Health Sciences (DUHS).
Petitioners have filed legal chal-
lenges against these allegations
in the Sindh and Islamabad High
Courts, respectively, claiming pa-
per leaks in DUHS and incorrect
questions in SZABMU.

The Pakistan Medical Com-
mission (PMDC) has directed
UHS to suspend its admissions
process in light of a stay order
issued by the Sindh High Court
against the alleged irregularities

in the Sindh MDCAT 2024.
This unexpected develop-

ment has brought a sense of relief
to many aspiring medical and den-
tal students who have been de-
manding a fair and transparent ad-
mission process. The allegations
of irregularities in the MDCAT
have raised concerns about the
credibility of the exam and its im-
pact on the selection of deserv-
ing candidates.

The author is founder of Stu-
dents Nexus by SMY, an educa-
tional platform striving for stu-
dents rights.

Umar Ayub calls for
dialogue amidst
allegations of

oppression
PESHAWAR (INP):  In a recent
statement, Umar Ayub, the Leader
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
and Leader of the Opposition in
the National

Assembly, urged the govern-
ment to engage in dialogue rather
than resorting to intimidation and
manipulation regarding proposed
constitutional amendments.

Speaking after his appear-
ance in the Peshawar High Court
concerning a bail case, Ayub criti-
cized Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif and caretaker Chief Minis-
ter  Mohsin Naqvi, challenging
them to clarify allegations of op-
pression within the political land-
scape. Ayub highlighted the ar-
rest of many PTI members and al-
leged that offers ranging from one
billion to three billion rupees have
been made to assembly members
to sway their allegiance.

He emphasized that any
amendments to the constitution
should involve discussions with
opposition parties, including rep-
resentatives from Bar Councils,
rather than proceeding through
coercive measures.


